


Amanda Buys’ Spiritual Covering

This is a product by Kanaan Ministries, a non-profit ministry under the

covering of:

River of Life Family Church, Vanderbijlpark

Pastor Edward Gibbens

(Contact: Sharmain Joubert

Personal Assistant to Ps Edward and Dalene Gibbens)
River of Life Family Church

Vanderbijlpark

South Africa

Tel: +27 16 9823022

Fax: +27 16 9822566

Email: sharmain@rolfc.co.za

There is no copyright on this material. However, no part may be reproduced
and/or presented for personal gain. All rights to this material are reserved to

further the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ ONLY.
For further information or to place an order, please contact us at:

P.O. Box 15253
Panorama
7506

Cape Town
South Africa

27 John Vorster Avenue
Plattekloof Ext. 1
Panorama 7500
Cape Town

South Africa

Tel: (+27) (21) 930 7577
Fax: 086 681 9458
E-mail: kanaan@iafrica.com

Website: www.kanaanministries.org

Office hours: Monday to Friday, 9 am to 3 pm.

Kanaan in Europe - Basel:

Larwin and Silvia Nickelson

Oikos International Church

Reinacherstrasse 3

CH-4142 Miunchenstein

Basel, Switzerland

Co-ordinator: Lydia Wenger

Office hours: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 8 — 12 .
Telephone: +41(0)61 332 15 40

Email: kanaanministries@bete.net

Website: www.kanaanministries.org




CONTENTS
PREFACE

A. ARE YOU PREPARED FOR A TIME SUCH AS THIS?

- Calling down God'’s blessing in Time

- God'’s season of warfare

- Overview of the Pattern of attack on the Church

- Jesus’ Work of Redemption to Restore the Unity of the
Anointing of Prophet, Priest and King

B. WEEPING

- The Road downhill to a place of Weeping

- Restoration in a Believer who starts to weep will
Begin the Process of Returning to God

C. WORSHIP
- Characteristics of a Worship/Service/Working lifestyle
- Our action to refocus our Worship

D. WARFARE

- The Platform that gave Amalek Legal Right
- Amalek in New Testament Times

- Practical Prayer Action

E. PROPHETIC RESTORATION OF THE ANOINTING OF
THE PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING BY DAVID

HOW DO | KEEP THE FESTIVAL?
110

= O o b

22
24

32

35
39
47

51
51
57
61

81



Joel 2:15-17

“15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; set apart a fast [a
day of restraint and humility]; call a solemn
assembly.

16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation;
assemble the elderly people, gather the children
and the nursing infants; let the bridegroom [who is
legally exempt from attending] go forth from his
chamber and the bride out of her closet. [None is
exempt from the humiliation.]

17 Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep
between the porch and the altar; and let them
say, Have pity and spare Your people, O Lord,
and give not Your heritage to reproach, that the
[heathen] nations should rule over them or use a
byword against them. Why should they say
among the peoples, Where is their God?”

Jer. 15:20-21

“20 And | will make you to this people a fortified,
bronze wall; they will fight against you, but they
will not prevail over you, for | am with you to save
and deliver you, says the Lord.

21 And | will deliver you out of the hands of the
wicked, and | will redeem you out of the palms of
the terrible and ruthless tyrants.”




PREFACE

This is the first of a number of books put together to try and assist the
Messianic Community in their understanding of their Jewish roots and of the
significance of the Jewish festivals to us as Messianic Community. In so
doing we hope to bridge the gap between the physical experience of the feast
and the spiritual significance thereof in the New Jerusalem (Revelation). In
this book the focus will be on Purim / Esther.

The journey toward my Jewish roots began a few years ago when | attended a
Bar Mitzvah in a local synagogue. After the service they told this story:

Every young man at the age of 13 years goes through a process ending in
the declaration of his entering manhood.

He is given a new name.
His name is engraved on a wooden carving of a tree — the tree of life.

The rabbi sends a note to Jerusalem where his name is entered into the
Book of Life.

He doesn’t need a visa if he should go to Israel and, because his nhame is
recorded, he can stay there forever.

As they told this story | saw in it the New Testament truth of accepting Jesus
as your personal Saviour and of being accepted into the Kingdom of God.
What was being done in the natural at a Barmitzvah had a spiritual parallel in
the kingdom of God. | realized that if we observe the Jewish festivals and
celebrations in the natural we would uncover spiritual patterns and truths that
follow.

My thanks to a spiritual friend, Arthur Aaron, who started me (Roland) down
this path.

These notes are the first fruits of our study and already we have realized that
there is so much more to add.

Our suggestions for using this book are as follows:

1. Study our thoughts and the heart with which it was written.

2. Keep in mind the fact that we are looking for spiritual truths that are
manifested in the natural and are not suggesting legalism.

3. Consider the strands and concepts that link the:

Old and New Testament
Jew and Christian

And consider what position you should take in relation to:
The Jewish people
Jerusalem
The keeping of the feasts



Remember, you need to count the cost:
If I should forget you
O Jerusalem
Let my right hand lose its skill
If I do not remember you
Let my tongue cling to the roof
Of my mouth
If I do not exalt Jerusalem
Above my chief joy.
(Ps 137:5)

4. While traveling through the wilderness the Jews arrived at Canaan. Moses
sent 12 men in as spies. Ten men came back and saw more problems than
opportunities. As a result of the sin of the spies the Jews suffered and died
in the wilderness. The story of Purim is a repetition of this sin. The people
had experienced God’s blessings and promises but were no longer able to
see it. Every Purim feast is a reminder that we must look through the issues
and promises of this world to see what God'’s will is for us. All of us go through
hard times; all of us face struggles and tribulations. What a blessing it is to
understand the deeper meaning of the names of the heroes of this story.

Mordecai means “mera dachiya”, a spice that diffuses a fragrance after it has
been processed. Esther means “Hadassah”, myrtle, an olive green leaf that

releases a sweet fragrance when crushed and bruised. Our full potential is
brought out in the hard reality of life.

Ruth, the Moabite, becomes a Jew

The New Testament “church” often uses the book of Ruth as a means to
prove that a gentile (Moabite) could be grafted into the bloodline of Jesus.

We have a clear message in Acts 15 that says that we do not have to convert
to Judaism, but we are expected to keep God’'s Commandments.

The declaration of Ruth is so powerful!!!

Ruth moves from physical famine to We move from spiritual famine to

physical harvest when she accepts spiritual harvest when we accept

Boaz (type of Jesus) and gets bread | Jahshua as Messiah and get the

near the town of Bethlehem. Bread of Life from the Man of
Bethlehem.

Ruth 1:16:

“...your God will be my God...”

Ruth made a commitment to leave her Moabite ways and to accept and walk
in the customs of Naomi and the new nation of choice.




We accept Jesus, but do we leave our gentile ways? How close are we to the
Roman Church? How close are we to the Chose people of God and their
ways? Are we a separate, holy priesthood?

Ruth 1:16:
“...wherever you will go | will go...wherever you stay | will stay...you people
will be my people...”

Have you turned your back on your spiritual relatives? Have you been grafted
into the natural olive?

We need to walk in obedience to the Law, but not under the Law, as
Jahshua has paid the full price.

Ruth does not live as a gentile (Eph. 4:17), but as a fellow heir (Eph. 2:12).

This book is in a developmental phase and we would therefore welcome
feedback from those who have used it. Suggestions for improvements would
be particularly appreciated, as would any testimonies as a result of your
having used this book and applied it to your life. That which has been added
Is a changing perception that we (the Messianic Community) needs to
urgently return to say and do the words of Ruth:

Ruth 1:16,17

Urge me not to leave you or to turn back from following you; for where you go
| will go, and where you lodge | will lodge. Your people shall be my people
and your God my God. Where you die | will die, and there will | be buried.
The Lord do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts me from you.

l.e. we need to live out the statute, “your people shall be my people”.

Yours in Christ
Roland & Amanda Buys




INTRODUCTION

As we approach this study of the Messianic Perspective of Purim (Esther) we need to
keep in mind a key principle that God sets out in

Ps 133 “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment poured on the head that ran
down on the beard, even the beard of Aaron, that came down upon the collar
and skirts of his garments [consecrating the whole body]. It is like the dew of
[lofty] Mount Hermon and the dew that comes on the hills of Zion; for there
the Lord has commanded the blessing, even life forevermore [upon the high
and the lowly].”

For the past 2000 years, the church has, for the most part worked to separate itself
from its Jewish roots. This is a violation of Paul's clear message that we are wild
branches grafted into the olive tree (Rom 11:13-24). The olive tree represents God’s
covenants and promises made to Israel, which we become part of when we received
our salvation (Eph 2:12-13). Paul warned us against separating and becoming
arrogant (Rom 11:20), knowing that the root holds up the branches, not the other
way around. Sadly, the Churches rejection of it's Jewish roots has led to heresies in
the Church, the integration of pagan practices, and the persecution of the Jewish
people by the Church throughout the centuries (Wagner, 1998:11).

As we can see there are at least two themes in the Bible which emphasize the
coming together of the Israelites and the Gentiles. Firstly, the wild olive . In Jer
11:10-16 the Lord speaks through His prophet Jeremiah and talks of both houses of
Israel and Judah as a “green” olive tree. Also in Rom 11:17-24 Paul clearly says that
the Israelites’ rejection is not final and that the Gentiles (wild olives) would be grafted
into the natural (green) olive (Israelites) (Rom 11:24 )",

Secondly, one new man. God has a purpose to create ONE NEW man (generic)
out of both Israelite and Gentile, by bringing them both to the Cross — see Eph 2:14-
16. The conflict between both groups is reconciled as we come into “one Spirit in the
Father” (Eph 2:18). Paul goes on to say that “Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s
household...with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone. In Him the whole

building is joined together and rises to become a h oly temple in the Lord (Eph
2:19-21).

[This division of Jew and Gentile] is beginning to change ...the Church and Israel are
[both] rediscovering each other. As God is restoring His land and people, Israel, in
fulfilment of bible prophecy and in preparation of the soon coming Messiah,
Christians are rediscovering their Jewish roots, while Jews are meeting Christians
who truly love and pray for them and the nation of Israel. In the past, Christians
persecuted Jews in the Name of Jesus. Today, because of Jesus, “the dividing wall
of hostility” is coming down, just as He had planned from the beginning (Eph 2:14-
18) (Wagner, 1998:11).

[1] This grafting is contrary to current agricultural practice where the cultivated fruit tree branch is
grafted into the wild tree.




We accept Jesus, but do we leave our gentile ways? How close are we to the
Roman Church? How close are we to the Chosen people of God and their ways?
Are we a separate, holy priesthood?

Ruth 1:16
...wherever you go | will go...wherever you stay | will stay...your people will be my
people...

Have you turned your back on your spiritual relatives? Have you been grafted into
the natural olive?

We need to walk in obedience to the Law, but not under the Law, as Jeshua has
paid the full price.

Ruth does not live as a gentile (Eph 4:17), but as a fellow heir (Eph 2:12).
Summary
We need to:

Live a life maintaining that salvation is by faith alone while

Keeping the relevant Biblical customs set out for us in the Old Testament but

within a setting and revelation of its New Testament meaning.

Then the love story of Ruth will become the love story of you and me with Jesus
forever.




A Short Summary of the Story of Esther

The story starts with a prophecy in Jer 25:11-14 and 29:10:

And this whole land shall be in desolation ... these nations shall serve the King of
Babylon for 70 years ... When 70 years are completed, | will punish the King of
Babylon ... for their iniquity ...

The kingdom of David broke up into two:
Judah in the South and
Israel in the North.

Israel pursues idolatry and is the first to be taken into bondage by the Assyrians.
These “Jews” are taken to what is known today as Afghanistan. Due to the lucrative
silk route and the Jewish talent for business, the Jews are dispersed through
freedom of choice to China, India and Russia and never return to Israel. They have
come to be known as the lost 10 tribes.

Judah is taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar and taken to Babylon some 150 years

later — the story of Esther is about this group of people.

Judah in Captivity

Judah can go back!!!

g Darcus and Cyrus reign
Prophecy
Jer 25:11-14
70 years st
y v 1" Return 2nd Return 3rd Return
Belshazzar dies when
he uses utensils
from Temple
v
v v
Ezra 1-6 Zerebbabul and -
42360 go back to build the Ezra 7 -10 Nehemia
Temple Ezk:a'ld " h returns
rebuilds the .
spiritual to rebuild
condition of Jerusale
the people m
ESTHER

The Temple, God’s symbol of love for the Jewish nation, was destroyed.




Belshazzer, the son of Nebuchadnezzar, counted the years and thought that the 70
years were past; that God had forsaken the Jews. He then decided to celebrate with
a feast for a 1000 of his lords where he called for the holy utensils of the temples,
drank from them and died (the handwriting on the wall). This story is described in
detail in

Dan 5:1-30.

We then have a change of kings when Darcus, the Mede, and Cyrus, the Persian,
took over (Dan 6:1-28).

God had softened the heart of king Cyrus and he permitted/instructed the tribe of
Judah (Jews) to go back. So many didn’t. Why?

A people who was called to be separate, a holy nation, a royal priesthood, instead
wanted to be part of another people; they wanted to be seen as part of that people.
This process was repeated in 1920-1930 when the German Jews wanted to be more
German than Jew with the same consequences: six million Jews were killed in the
Holocaust.

The characters in this drama:

1. Esther

2. Mordecai, of the tribe of Benjamin — a man whose forefathers were spared by
King David

3. Hathach — the messenger

4. Haman, an Amalkite descendent from the king, whom Saul spared in error

(Deut 25:19 and 1 Sam 15).

The Megillah, the scroll on which the Book of Esther was written, tells the story of
queen Esther, king Ahasuerus, Esther’s uncle (or cousin) Mordecai, and the king'’s
chief advisor Haman.

The Megillah is read twice on the holiday: Once at night and once during the day.
In the third year of his reign the king of Persia, Ahashverosh (also known as
Ahasuerus) decided to have a feast.

For a period of 180 days non-stop they ate and ate with all the royalty of his kingdom.
Everyone there could see that he had made it. He was on top. The people there
were so gluttonous that even this level of entertainment did not satisfy them (Esther
1:2-3). When this feast was completed (Esther 1:5) the king invited the people of
Sibushan to a 7-day feast. [Remember, the Jews were now included in this 7-day
feast.]

It was on the seventh day of these festivities that the king summoned his queen,
Vashti, to appear before them to demonstrate her beauty to the king's officials.
Vashti refused to appear.

The queen was a descendant of the line of Nebuchadnezzar and considered herself
“better” than the king.

It is ironic that she was called before the king on the 7" day, i.e. Shabbat. The Jews
should have been celebrating the Shabbat, but instead they were at the wrong feast,



the wrong table and the wrong king. Vashti had a personal vendetta against the
Jews and it is known that she caused her servant slaves — Jewish women — to be
naked and work on Shabbat .

It is clear that the matrimonial harmony between the king and Vashti was not very
good. We see that while the king had his feast, Vashti had arranged her own feast
for the women in the royal palace , which belonged to the King. She was showing
him who was in control (Esther 1:9).

Incensed, the king asked his officers for a suitable punishment. One advisor,
Memuchan (some think he was actually Haman), argued that Vashti should be killed
for her disobedience.

It is interesting that Vashti had not broken any law for which she could be judged
with the death sentence. She was judged on etiquette, i.e. they pronounced the
death sentence because her actions may have led to other wives despising their
husbands (Esther 1:17 ). The king took Memuchan’s advice and Vashti was killed.

As time passed the king desired a new queen. To find a suitable wife a contest was
initiated among all the eligible girls in the kingdom. One of those was Esther, a
Jewish girl. Esther had been raised by her relative Mordecai after her parents’ death.
Mordecai instructed Esther not to divulge her Jewishness when she went to meet the
King. Each day Mordecai walked by the court and inquired as to her well being. This
went on for nine years . In all of this time she guarded her secret of her Jewishness.
Esther impressed all who met her, including the king, and she was elevated to
queen.

Years later the king elevated Haman, a descendant of Amelak, the traditional enemy
of the Jews, to the position of chief advisor. Haman was a wicked and vain man who
expected everyone to bow down to him. Mordecai refused to bow because Jews are
to bow only before Yahweh.

Mordecai is recognized /described by his religion — he was a Jew. Ester 2:5 shows
that everybody knew exactly where he stood, namely a devout spiritual Torah
scholar.

Interestingly he reflected the same role as Judah, someone who publicly pronounced
God’s name. This is further evidenced when he goes about the city in sackcloth
(Esther 4:1).

In contrast Esther worshipped God in private in the manner reflected in Deut 31:18.
Mordecai refused to recognise Haman as superior for two reasons:

1. History has it that both Haman and Mordecai were officers in the king's army.
Haman was foolish with his rations and agreed to be Mordecai’'s “slave” in
exchange for a loaf of bread.

2. Although Mordecai's ancestors bowed down to Esau, Mordecai claimed that
Benjamin his forefather had not yet been born and therefore had not bowed
down, and so he would also not do so then.

Interestingly, it appears that Mordicai's action’s of refusing to bow to Haman is a
picture of prophetic spiritual warfare. Some commentaries show that the verb used
in the verse Esther 3:2, i.e. “would/shall not” are written in the future tense. The



legacy/foundation has been created as we refuse to bow to pressures so that our
land and Israel will be saved.

Not content to just punish Mordecai, Haman wanted to destroy the entire Jewish
people in Persia. He cast lots on Purim to determine the day of annihilation.

Haman traces his lineage back to Agag (1 Sam 15) who lived over 500 years earlier.
This man lived only because Saul was disobedient to the will of God. Now we see
the fulfilment of the Word which says, Those of whom you leave shall be pins in your
eyes and thorns in your sides and they will harass you (Num 33:55).

Haman “buys” the Jews from the king

We see that Judah was spread over all 127 provinces of the Kingdom. In Esther
3:8-9 we find that Haman takes 10 000 talents to “redeem” the transaction of
destroying the Jews. Each talent contains 3000 shekels, i.e. 10 000 x 3000 = 30 000
000.

The redemption value for a slave (Lev 27:3) = 50 shekels, thus 30 000 000 = 600
000.
50

Therefore there were at least 600 000 males in Babylon after the first group of 42 360
people had returned to rebuild the temple.

Haman went to the king, slandered the Jews and convinced the king to go along with
his plans. Upon learning of the plot, Mordecai tore his clothes, wore sackcloth and
ashes and walked through the city crying loudly. When Esther heard of Mordecai's
display she dispatched a messenger to discover what was troubling her relative.
Mordecai recounted the details of the evil decree and Esther instructed Mordecai to
organize a 3-day fast for all the Jews on her behalf.

The Jewish people had been on a slow but steady path of spiritual decay. This
started at the time when they attended the feast. The sin was not in the eating but in
that they knew the king was celebrating the fact that the 70 years had passed and
God had not kept his promise. In doing so they rejected the Father-Son relationship.

This process got worse as it seems they no longer studied the Torah, nor made a
stand in respect of the idol worship practiced and clearly they have inter-married so
that they are not recognizable from the rest of the people (Eccl 10:18).

Reality 1

A Jew / Messianic Community will not find calmness, peace or rest amongst the
nations, as it is only when a nation applies the Torah principles of government that
individual safety will be guaranteed.

Mordecai knew that whatever evil had come against the Jews was directly related to
the corresponding sin in the Jewish nation, i.e. their enemy was a direct reflection of
their own transgressions.

To counter this sin Esther called for a 3-day fast.




However, we know that the Amelack spirit feeds on discord and disunity. We also
know that the promise made to Rebecca was that, Two nations are in your womb,
the might shall pass from one to the other (Gen 25:33).

ESAU JACOB (ISRAEL)

Moses
Mordecai
David
Jesus
Jews

The Bride

New Jerusalem




Pharaoh
Haman
Goliath
Satan
Hitler

The Harlot

Babylon
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Therefore as one rises the other falls. Esther knew that it was imperative that the Jewish
people came together in unity with a focus to see God.

After completing the 3-day fast Esther entered the king’s inner courts dressed in her
most royal garb (this took place over Passover — they were not in Jerusalem to
celebrate, so she called a fast instead).

It seems as if Esther was clothed in the Glory of God as she moved into the royal
chamber — the glory would have departed from her as soon as she entered the chamber
with the idols (Esther 5:1-2), but she had God's favour because she came with a
purpose : To rectify the sin of her ancestor, king Saul (Ps 22:2). She was called for
“such a time as this”.

It is clear in Deut 24:16 that “sons shall not be put to death because of the fathers — a
man should be put to death for his own sin”, but then comes a time when you have to
take a stand for your belief/faith in God; a time when you have to carry the mark of the
righteous in Christ or else, Revelation tells us, we will die. It is with this “end time
understanding of the final redemption” that Mordecai understood when he told Esther, If
you persist in keeping silent at a time like this ... you and your father’'s house will perish
(Esther 4:14).

The king inquired as to Esther’s desires. Esther replied that she wished to invite the king
and Haman to a banquet. After the feast Esther asked the king and Haman to return for
another banquet the next night. Haman left the banquet consumed with self-importance
and pride, but these feelings were turned to anger when he saw Mordecai. Haman went
home and his wife Zeresh advised him to construct a gallows. Haman joyously acted
upon the suggestion.

That night, the king discovered that Mordecai had never been rewarded for saving him
from the assassination plot of two servants. When Haman appeared in the court, the
king decided that his trusted servant should determine Mordecai's compensation.
Haman, intending to obtain the king's permission to hang Mordecai, unwittingly
answered the king's questions. The king asked Haman, What should be done for the
man the king wishes to reward? Haman, believing that Ahashverosh intended to reward
him, replied that the honouree should be dressed in royal clothing, ride upon a royal
horse and be led through the city streets by an official proclaiming, This is what is done
to the man the king wishes to honour.

Haman had already been raised above the other officials in the Kingdom (Esther 3:1).
He thought that he was equal to the king. Using the Hebrew value for Haman’s name
we get the value 95 which is the same value as the king. The only thing Haman did not
have was the crown (Esther 6:8).

The first time Haman is mentioned in the scroll of Esther (3:1) he is called “Haman son
of Hammendasa the Agagite”. The gematria of this phrase is 619, exactly one less than
the gematria of “keter” crown — 620. Haman was just one short of the crown! [source:
www.Innernet.org.IL/archives/gematria.htm ]




Reality 2
We are commanded to resist evil:

Ex 17:16

And he said, Because theirs is a hand against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will have
war with Amalek from generation to generation.

Ahashverosh agreed and instructed Haman to carry it out for Mordecai. Crestfallen
Haman followed the king's orders. Haman’s daughter, mistakenly believing that her
father was being led by Mordecai, dumped garbage on her father.

At Esther’s second banquet Haman’s downfall continued. Haman fell across the queen
to beg forgiveness but the King sees something else. He judges Haman by the same
standards which he set for Vashti — death due to a lack of etiquette. Clearly this verse,
Esther 7:18 says, | don't attend a feast least you provide Satan with a valid accusation.

Esther revealed Haman's villainous plot and the fact that she was Jewish. Just as
Joseph had kept his religion and face a secret (i.e. his brothers did not recognize him).
In the same way Esther had kept her religion a secret. She then moved from private to
public in victory — she came from “in hiding” (Ps 121:4) to a declaration in full view.

Is 55:13
Instead of the thorn shall come up a cypress tree; instead of a brier shall come up a
snythe.

I.e. where there was a curse there is now a blessing.

She asked Ahashverosh to “grant me my soul and my people”. He, being consumed
with anger, ordered that Haman be hanged on the gallows intended for Mordecai. The
king elevated Mordecai to a position of great influence and allowed him to issue edicts
permitting the Jews to fight their enemies. On the thirteenth and fourteenth of Adar
after keeping a fast, the Jews won tremendous victories and were saved from the threat
of total annihilation.

Reality 3

We are commanded to keep our camp holy to understand that war is for personal and
national security only and not for personal gain.

Ever since Jews have observed Purim. The day before Purim is a day of fasting , in
memory of Esther’s fast. The fast is then followed by two days of dancing, merrymaking,
feasting and gladness.

(This is an adaptation from “A Story of Purim” taken from www.holidays.net.)
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4. COMMANDMENT TO KEEP

This is not one of the feasts which God has commanded us to keep. The Jewish people
instituted this feast after they had been delivered from an attempt to eradicate the entire
nation. Later | will describe their predicament in detail, but, in summary, the Jews were
in a foreign land, honouring a foreign king and attended a foreign banquet, i.e. not where
God wanted them to be!

All too often we are in a similar position varying from:
not doing God'’s will
various levels of compromise
to all out backslidden.

Keeping this feast in a New Testament spirit would therefore be a free will offering
where we take courage to measure ourselves according to God's standard .

Amos 7:7-8

Behold, the Lord stood on a wall made with a plumb line, with a plumb line in His hand.
And the Lord said to me, Amos what do you see — a plumb line. Then the Lord said,
Behold | am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; | will not pass them by
anymore.
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A. ARE YOU PREPARED FOR A TIME SUCH AS THIS?

Do you read Esther:
As a story?
As something that will not happen again?
As a Jewish “thing™?

OR

Have you written your name into the places / spaces
wherever you find the words:

Mordecai

Esther

Hatach / Hegai

Wherever you are today:

Esther 4:14b “14 Who knows but that you have come onto your royal position
At work
In business

for such a time as this?”
/
@ﬂ%
In your marriage, etc,
is a combination of the freedom of choice which you have exercised and
God’s Hand on your life

It is therefore a “royal position”.

Ex. 19:6 “6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests , a holy nation
[consecrated, set apart to the worship of God]. These are the words you shall
speak to the Israelites.”

1 Pet. 2:9 “9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood , a dedicated
nation, [God’s] own purchased, special people, that you may set forth the
wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

The first question is:
Are you focused on:

Your problem.

Where you would rather be.

Why others are better off than you are.
OR

Are you ready to do God'’s purpose at this time ?
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The second question that we see from this verse is what we
really understand about the factor of time.

It's easy to tell me what the time is now — it's a precise
reading from a good Swiss watch.

If however, | ask you what is time ? | am sure that you will
find the question more difficult to answer.

If you rely on the current world view, the Greco-Roman mindset, we will define
time as a measurement of the rotations of the earth. Based on this
understanding time is linear , it will be the same day after day, year after year —
each hour is a repetition of the previous hour

Greco-Roman time:
One year after the other:

v

1900 2000 2005

From a Hebrew mindset, we get a totally different view of time. An investigation
of God’s Word shows us that “Man sanctifies time.”

a) After God had created heaven and earth and all that is
in it in six days — He rested.

b) After the Exodus out of Egypt, God commands the
Israelites to mark the passage of time with the first day
of the month to start at Passover — the day the new
moon appears and declares that man must rest.

Ex. 12:2 "2 This month shall be to you the beginning of months, the first month
of the year to you.”

Ex. 12:42 *42 1t was a night of watching unto the Lord and to be much observed
for bringing them out of Egypt; this same night of watching unto the Lord is to be
observed by all the Israelites throughout their generations.”

Time, therefore is something defined by man as he observed the changing
movement of the heavenlies .

As spiritual man sees the physical change in the sky he will tap into the potential
power / holiness / purpose that God has for that time .
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This time of power / revelation / blessing is more evident on the dates and times
which God has:
Commanded as His Set Feasts
Set as seasons and His method of warfare through the words of the
Prophets.

We call these times (specifically the Commanded feast days / holidays) as
“Moadim”.

The translation of this word “Moadim” means — times of meeting .
Therefore each time these days of celebration come around on the calendar:

God wants His people to find Him again — to rediscover new light of
revelation .

God wants His people to draw down on new spiritual resources that were
not available the year before.

God wants us to live each year / time as an unique gift
with its own potential for destiny.

We either use this gift or lose it.

Are you:
- aset apart Holy Nation, i.e. in a royal position?
- ready for a time like today?

Calling down God'’s Blessing in time:
a) God has created all things before the foundation of this world. We can call this

“Spirit time”.
ETERNITY

In this time frame God’s plans and purposes for your life has been pre-
determined.
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b) God created the earth, placed man on it and allotted all men equal opportunity
to make use of time.

‘ CHRONOS ‘

START FINISH

Our impact in this world is determined by:
- the generational family that we came from
- the culture that | am from.
- the time-period in which I live.

c) Each one of us has to reach up to God’s time, through Kairos moments, to
discover our purpose and destiny.

‘ COD'S TIME '

KAIROS TIME —
WINDOW OF

HEAVEN OPENS '
THE

RULES
CHANGE!

2

[

. MAN’S TIME HAS .

CERTAIN
RULES /
LAWS

22



We download our purpose / promise as Abraham did:

Heb. 7:6 “6 But this person who has not their Levitical ancestry received tithes
from Abraham [himself] and blessed him who possessed the promises [of
God].”

Gen. 14:19-20 “19 And he blessed him and said, Blessed (favored with
blessings, made blissful, joyful) be Abram by God Most High, Possessor and
Maker of heaven and earth,

20 And blessed, praised, and glorified be God Most High, Who has given your
foes into your hand! And [Abram] gave him a tenth of all [he had taken]. ”

When we act on our destiny God / Melchizedek will come to bless us:
- with position
- material possessions
- peace

We need to take these blessings and use it as “seed” to be sown into the season
of our lives so that we impact the community.
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Now let’s apply this principle to the Story of Mord ecai, Esther and Hatach /
Hegai — the Eunuch.

God’s Time A prophetic word of warning that the
Israelites would face an enemy at war with a
promise of redemption. (Daniel)

Mordecai / Esther / They are in captivity, are watchmen on the
Hathach’s Time wall, see the danger, react.

Pray, fast, etc to open the “Kairos” window
for their purpose / promise .

God reaches down and changes the heart of
an earthly king to raise the scepter.

God’s Time Blesses them with:

- position

- possessions

- peace.

Hebraic time — Personal level:

Year 4——
Ever
Increasing

Year 3—— Spiritual
discernment
in my
personal life

Year 2——

Year 11—

| /> )

Passover / Pesach Pentecost/ Shavuot Tabernacles / Succot
“Freedom” “Priesthood” “Marriage”
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God'’s Season of Warfare

God creates the earth and places man within it to:
- multiply
- take dominion

Adam and Eve gave this right of rulership away.

God’s plan is that man will — through the work on the Cross by His Son, Jahshua
— regain that position of dominion

God however knows that satan will continue with his same goal to cause us to
fail in achieving God’s purpose of establishing the Kingdom of God.

In order to empower the Israelites / Bride of Christ to stand, God provides a
prophetic vision of war to Daniel . If we study this word and understand the
form of attack, we will be able to walk in victory.

Vision of War

Daniel, the end time prophet is given a vision of war. He sees what happens to
the assembly/Bride of Christ because we are disobedient to His Torah / Word
and because we are unrepentant in our ways.

The prophetic word has a literal interpretation i.e. war and the resultant defeat
of Gods people but carries with it a spiritual reality . In order to understand this
spiritual division we need to understand the following principle established in
God’s Torah / Word.

1 Cor 15:46 “46 But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical
and then the spiritual.”

We now see that everything established in the Spiritual must first be established
in the physical / natural.

Remember, Jesus confirms this principle in the Lord’s prayer: “Let Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.”

Prayer, intercession, petition in the physical realm, i.e. cause & effect, set off a
reaction in the spiritual for the army of God to move into battle in the spiritual
realm. Equally, lack of prayer and disobedience to God’s Torah / Word without
repentant restoration leads to the fact that God’s army of angels are prohibited
from action and we fight and lose on our own.
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Dan 10:12 — 13 Then he said, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you
began to pray for understanding and to humble yourself before you God, your
request has been heard in heaven. | have come in answer to your prayer. But for
twenty-one days the spirit prince of the Kingdom of Persia blocked my way. Then
Michael , one of the archangels, came to help me ,

and | left him there with the spirit prince of the

kingdom of Persia. 1
=] iq
. &P I
CAUSE: Daniel prays ‘q .
—y
EFFECT : Michael comes to help Gabriel to bring \
the message. %

A second principle is also highlighted here namely
that the kingdom of darkness in regimented into a clearly structured army .

Dan 10:20 He replied, “Do you know why | have come? Soon |
must return to fight against the spirit prince of the kingdom of
Persia, and then against the spirit prince of the kingdom of Greece

Eph 6:12 For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and Y%

blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities  of the unseen
world, against those mighty powers of darkness  who rule this
world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms \

Overview of the Pattern of Attack on the Church

We are required to be:
| PROPHET | PRIEST | KING

Rev 1: 6 He has made us His Kingdom and his priests who serve before God his
Father. Give everlasting glory! He rules forever and ever! Amen!

A simple analysis of the function of these anointings will tell you what
corresponding elements of man we are dealing with.

SOUL BODY SPIRIT
Renewed Mind / Living Sacrifice Enlightened
Will / Reborn.
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1. Attack against the Prophetic Voice

Daniel finds himself in exile in the King’s Court in
Babylon. Dreams and visions to give direction to GOD
God'’s people had been put on hold. The
prophetic voice is only restored (for the
Israelites and the Body of Christ) towards
the end of the exile after Nebuchadnezzar
had died.

GAP

Dan. 1:1-4 “1 IN THE third year of the reign

of Jehoiakim king of Judah, /-

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to /

Jerusalem and besieged it. d %

2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of

Judah into his hand, along with a part of

the vessels of the house of God; and he

carried them into the land of Shinar

[Babylonia] to the house of his god and placed

the vessels in the treasury of his god.

3 And the [Babylonian ] king told Ashpenaz, the master
of his eunuchs, to bring in some of the children of Israel,  both of the royal
family and of the nobility —

4 Youths without blemish, well-favored in appearance and skillful in all wisdom,
discernment, and understanding, apt in learning knowledge, competent to stand
and serve in the king’s palace—and to teach them the literature and language of
the Chaldeans.”

The prophetic word is meant to lead, to give direction to God’s people and to
empower them to live in victory.

Due to rebellion / idol worship, the people of Israel are exiled — Daniel now has
to use the prophetic gift to interpret a foreign king’s dreams

Dan. 2:27-28 “27 Daniel answered the king , The [mysterious] secret which the
king has demanded neither the wise men , enchanters, magicians, nor
astrologers can show the king ,

28 But there is a God in heaven Who reveals secrets, and He has made known
to King Nebuchadnezzar what it is that shall be in the latter days (at the end of
days). Your dream and the visions in your head upon your bed are these:”
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We see a continuation of this pattern in the New Te  stament:
1

In the time of John the Baptist, we find a similar
situation — the people no longer followed God with al
of their hearts.

John is imprisoned and finally killed to quiet the Voice
in the Wilderness.

The Apostle John is banished to the Island Patmos in
an attempt to quieten the prophetic word.

2. Attack against the Physical Body / Priesthood

We find the physical manifestation of this story recorded in the
Book of Esther .

The spirit of Amalek rises up as the second War / Empire to
destroy the people of Israel / Body of Christ physically
(represented by the king of Persia as a Ram).
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Dan. 8:4, 20 “4 | looked and saw the ram [Medo-Persia] pushing
and charging westward and northward and southward; no beast
could stand before him, neither could anyone rescue from his
power, but he did according to his [own] will and pleasure and
magnified himself.

20 The ram you saw having two horns, they are the kings of
Media and Persia.”

We will come back to analyze / search out God’s purpose in ﬂ '
more detail in the later sessions.

3. Attack against the Spirit man / Kingship "/ A ),

The third war comes under the leadership of the king of Greece
(represented by a male goat).

Dan. 8:5, 21 “5 As | was considering, behold, a he-goat [the king of@
Greece] came from the west across the face of the whole earth

without touching the ground, and the goat had a conspicuous and remarkable
horn between his eyes [symbolizing Alexander the Great].

21 And the shaggy and rough he-goat is the king of Greece , and the
great horn between his eyes is the first king [who consolidated the
whole realm, Alexander the Great].”
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The Greek kingdom rose up against God’s Word / Torah, His commandments /
His feasts / etc. in a process of spiritual warfare where the Israelites / Body of
Christ are attacked in the area of mind / faith resulting in our values being
changed from:

God-Centered to World-Centered.

This prophetic word is fulfilled during the time period between the Old Testament
and the New Testament and is recorded in the history books.

The Maccabees respond to God’s call and defeat the Greeks. We celebrate this
at the Festival of Lights — Chanukah .

4. Attack against the totality of Man: Body, Soula  nd Spirit

The Fourth war comes in two phases and is prophesied in:

Dan. 7:23 “23 Thus [the angel] said, The fourth beast shall be
a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be different from all other
kingdoms and shall devour the whole earth, tread it down, and
break it in pieces and crush it.”

Dan. 7:24-25 *24 And as for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten
kings shall arise; and another shall arise after them , and he shall
be different from the former ones, and he shall subdue and put
down three kings.

25 And he shall speak words against the Most High [God] and
shall wear out the saints of the Most High and think to change

the time [of sacred feasts and holy days] and the law; and the saints
shall be given into his hand for a time, two times, and half a time [three and one-
half years].”

<’
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In this phase the beast is described as a leopard /
dragon.

The first phase attack has already manifested in the
physical when the kingdom of Rome rose up against
Israel at the time of Jahshua’s ministry and shortly
thereafter.

In the vision of the wars, we see that the attack will come from
different kingdoms, but also in different forms.

As each of the challenges are experienced and worked through with:
- repentance
- prayer and intercession
- and the restoration of God’s purposes
we will find that the war becomes:
- all encompassing
- of greater intensity

We find in the onslaught from Rome a type of war which encompassed all of the
aspects from previous campaigns with the sole purpose of destroying God’s
creation: ONE NEW MAN.

Satan / Rome attacks the:
Spirit — destroy / kills the Messiah
Mind — ridicules the belief system and empowers the Roman Catholic
Church.
Body — Kills and banishes a nation into exile for over 2000 years.

The Body of Christ is currently living in the time of the second phase all-out-
attack. We call this the “birth pangs” of the return of the Messiah.
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Community level:

Year 4——
Ever
Increasing
Year 3—— dominion
for the
Kingdom
of God
Year 2——
Year 1+
. /> )
Prophet Priest King
Mind Body Spirit
Babylon Esther Maccabees /
Chanukah

Jesus’ Work of Redemption to Restore the Unity oft  he
Anointing of Prophet, Priest and King

Since the time of the fall of Adam, the full crown of authority and
anointing of prophet, priest and king, had not been restored back to
mankind.

David had pointed, as a shadow of things to come, towards the truth that
this crown would be restored.

Satan, of course knew that this was part of the purposes of God. Jesus
would establish the platform and the basis for His congregation/assembly
to stand when the onslaught by the spirit of Rome would come against
the Body of the One New Man.

Satan does not waste any time to come with the test.
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Luke 4:1-2 “1 THEN JESUS, full of and controlled by the Holy Spirit,
returned from the Jordan and was led in [by] the [Holy] Spirit

2 For (during) forty days in the wilderness (desert), where He was
tempted (tried, tested exceedingly) by the devil. And He ate nothing
during those days, and when they were completed, He was hungry.”

TEST AGAINST THE ANOINTING OF THE PRIEST

a) Priest — body — we are living stones in the temp
of God.

b) Attack — satisfy physical hunger.

Luke 4:3 “3 Then the devil said to Him, If You
are the Son of God, order this stone to turn
loaf [ of bread].”

¢) Restoration of Priesthood

Luke 4:4 *“4 And Jesus replied to him, It is written , Man shall not live
and be sustained by (on) bread alone but by every word and
expression of God .”

TEST AGAINST THE ANOINTING OF THE PROPHET
a) Prophet — Soul — we hear, see and experience God face to face.

b) Attack — Soulish power, authority and glory.

Luke 4:5-7 “5 Then the devil took Him up to a high mountain and
showed Him all the kingdoms of the habitable world  in a moment of
time [in the twinkling of an eye].

6 And he said to Him, To You | will give all this power and authority

and their glory (all their magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity,
and grace), for it has been turned over to me, and | give it to whomever |
will.

7 Therefore if You will do homage to and worship me  [just once], it shall
all be Yours.”

c) Restoration of Prophet

Luke 4:8 “8 And Jesus replied to him, Get behind Me, Satan! Itis
written, You shall do homage to and worship the Lord your God, and
Him only shall you serve .”
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TEST AGAINST THE ANOINTING OF THE KING
a) King — Spirit

b) Attack — Abusing Godly Supernatural power

Luke 4:9-11 “9 Then he took Him to Jerusalem and
set Him on a gable of the temple, and said to Him, If
You are the Son of God, cast Yourself down from
here;

10 For it is written, He will give His angels charge over you to guard and
watch over you closely and carefully;

11 And on their hands they will bear you up , lest you strike your foot
against a stone .”

¢) Restoration of Kingship

Luke 4:12-13 *“12 And Jesus replied to him, [The Scripture] says, You
shall not tempt (try, test exceedingly) the Lord yo ur God .

13 And when the devil had ended every [the complete cycle of]
temptation , he [temporarily] left Him [that is, stood off from Him] until
another more opportune and favorable time.”

1 Cor 15:46 tells us: “46 But it is not the spiritual life which came first,
but the physical and then the spiritual.”

The following table shows the progression caused by the wilderness
experience

PRIEST PROPHET KING
Body Soul Spirit
Luke 4:4 Luke 4:8 Luke 4:12
Having restored the potential for man to live in Vi ctory!

God creates Adam and Eve — as sin comes into their lives, they loose the
“authority” of Kingship and dominion. God’s plan is that this “ranking” /
crown be restored. In all the visitation by the Holy Spirit to enable man to
experience the full victory we find that it always fall short of

the full potential God has for us because we have not 'N\'rl
accepted the crown of authority. Jahshua restores this. €

Jahshua goes forth and starts His ministry in the p ower i N
of the Spirit, i.e. He shows in us that if we carry the full

“crown” a mantle of prophet, priest and king, we impact the
world.

S

S
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Luke 4:14-15 “14 Then Jesus went back full of and under the power of
the [Holy] Spirit into Galilee, and the fame of Him spread through the
whole region round about.

15 And He Himself conducted [a course of] teaching in their
synagogues , being recognized and honored and praised by all.”

Luke 4:18-19 “18 The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon Me , because He has
anointed Me [the Anointed One, the Messiah] to preach the good news
(the Gospel) to the poor ; He has sent Me to announce release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind , to send forth as delivered
those who are oppressed [who are downtrodden, bruised, crushed, and
broken down by calamity],

19 To proclaim the accepted and acceptable year of the Lord [the day
when salvation and the free favors of God profusely abound.]”

Luke 20:21 *“21 They asked Him, Teacher, we know that You speak and
teach what is right, and that You show no partiality to anyone but teach
the way of God honestly and in truth.”

Satan tries to negate the authority = and anointing of the crown for the
Bride of Christ, but mankind itself (those who do not accept Jesus as the
Messiah) record their rejection of the gift of God.

Each one of us must therefore repent of this sin (rejection of the crown of
authority) and accept the role that God has for us.
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When Christ was brought before the nations to be ju dged:

Rejected by the

John 19:20 -21 “20 And many of the Hebrew
Jews read this title, for the place Government
where Jesus was crucified was near (Rabbi’s)

the city, and it was written in Hebrew,
in Latin, [and] in Greek.

21 Then the chief priests of the Jews
said to Pilate, Do not write, The King
of the Jews, but, He said, | am King Rejected by the
of the Jews.” World / Rome
Government
(Pontius)

Note what happens — His title King of the Jews isw  ritten in Hebrew,
Greek and Latin.

Hebrew Greek Latin

Priest King Prophet (the
language of
power)
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Pictorially the restoration looks something like th Is:
PRIEST

John 1:29% “29 The next day
John saw Jesus coming to hi
and said, Look! There is the
Lamb of God, Who takes
away the sin of the world!”

The order of Levi had been
transferred into the order of
Melchizedek.

John 1:32-34 *32 John gave
further evidence, saying, |
have seen the Spirit
descending as a dove out of
heaven, and it dwelt on Him
[never to depart].

33 And I did not know Him nor
recognize Him, but He Who
sent me to baptize in (with)
water said to me, Upon Him
Whom you shall see the Spirit
descend and remain, that One
is He Who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.

34 And | have seen [that
happen—I actually did see it]
and my testimony is that this is
the Son of God!”

PROPHET KING
Heb. 7:16-22 Ps.110:1-2 “1 THE LORD
(God) says to my Lord (the
Acts 2:25-29 Messiah), Sit at My right
hand, until | make Your
Ps. 110: 3-4 “3 Your adversaries Your footstool.

people will offer themselves
willingly in the day of Your
power, in the beauty of
holiness and in holy array
out of the womb of the
morning; to You [will spring
forth] Your young men, who
are as the dew.

4 The Lord has sworn and
will not revoke or change it:
You are a priest forever,
after the manner and order
of Melchizedek.”
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2 The Lord will send forth
from Zion the scepter of
Your strength; rule, then, in
the midst of Your foes.”




Prayer / Proclamation:

As we end this first session, we need to
take make time to do introspection:
where are we in relation to God’s
purpose for our lives? \\
The attacks come at various levels:

Individual

Family

Body of Christ in our city

Body of Christ in our Country e

| return to my opening remarks:
Are you whole?
Are you prepared to accept the place where you are as a “royal position™?
Are you locked into the spiritual power of God’s gifts?

Declaration:

| am prepared to come in line with God'’s time table. | will diligently search for
God’s moment of time in my life by stopping “to listen to the Holy Spirit”. | am
willing to commit that | will grow progressively from year to year.

| am a priest — a part of the Holy Nation — | will walk in purity. | will make a stand
to identify my place of impact in the community to stand for righteousness.

| repent of the sin of rejecting the crown of authority that you have for me. |
reverse the curse of living a life without Godly direction and authority.

| accept my ranking / crown of prophet, priest and king. | accept my
responsibility as priest to lead my community against any form of the kingdom of
darkness.
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B. WEEPING

Esther 4:3 “3 And in every province, wherever the king’s
commandment and his decree came, there was great
mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping , and
wailing , and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.”

How could we / the Body of Christ have got to the place
where the decree against us is so bad that we mourn?

Our Calling!

Ex. 19:5-6 “5 Now therefore, if you will obey My voice in truth and keep My
covenant, then you shall be My own peculiar possession and treasure from
among and above all peoples; for all the earth is Mine.

6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation  [consecrated, set
apart to the worship of God]. These are the words you shall speak to the
Israelites.”

BUT the Book of Esther describes us “as seen by the world” as:
- scattered
- dispersed

Esther 3:8 “8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, There is a certain people
scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your
kingdom; their laws are different from every other people, neither do they keep
the king’s laws. Therefore it is not for the king’s profit to tolerate them ?

A further analysis of the Torah / Word shows us something else.

The Tribe of Judah and Benjamin had been taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar
and forced into exile. Why had God allowed this to happen?

The Jewish people had fallen into idolatry — this form of rebellion leads us to:
- reject our study of God’s Word / Torah
- reject our values and ethical standards
- break the commandments without fear of judgment
- lead our children - our legacy — into a false belief system.

The Jewish people have however “served their time” — the time of exile was
proclaimed as 70 years. Under King Darius a group of Jewish people returned to
Jerusalem. Under Zerubbabel 42,360 people went back to Jerusalem.

The rest of the Israelites exercised freedom of Cho ice to remain.
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Their choice to remain led to a further deterioration in spiritual standards so much
so that they were perceived to be in disunity .

The difference between the Jew and the Pagan was restricted to religious acts —
compromise was the order of the day.

The Jew / Body of Christ is hidden behind a mask of compromise .

39



“I will conceal Myself”

We weep when our spiritual state has deteriorated to the extent that God
withdraws His Presence from us.

Deut. 31:18 “18 And | (God) will conceal Myself in that day because of all the
evil which they have done in turning to other gods.”

“I will conceal Myself” is written in Hebrew as:

Ha Ster aStir

This can take place in two different ways:

1. We can go into sin in deeper and 2. We can live religious lives and put
deeper levels until we no longer on a mask of words / works / law which
recognize our state of affairs. We no is not from God. We are blinded by our

longer have any desire to repent. We | “self”.
can no longer sense God! We do not

know what to look for!

BOTH

|

Leads to a place where we “forget” the difference between good and evil — we no
longer have a guilty conscience.

|

This state will lead us to attend an orgy / ungodly feast.

The Road Downhill — to a place of weeping

a) We exchange God’s Purpose for the World’'s
Pleasures

We are commanded to resist evil:

Ex. 17:16 "16 And he said, Because [theirs] is a hand
against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will have war
with Amalek from generation to generation.”

TAKE NOTE: There will be war with Amalek from
generation to generation!!
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As a kingdom of Priests we have been created to get / feel / experience pleasure
in our act of restoration of God'’s creation.

We have a purpose to:
serve God,
become One with God,
serve others to reveal God’s love.

We receive our pleasure / reward when we do this in the face of:
Difficulty
Tribulation
Distractions
Lack of focus
Lack of purpose

BUT

The Jews / Body of Christ many times yearn for the pleasures of the flesh.

Truth:
We exist for Spiritual Pleasure!

We do not need physical pleasure — we want it, to feed the old man.

Moses existed for 40 days without food.
Jahshua existed for 40 day without food.

They were nourished by the spiritual closeness / the intimacy of their relationship
with the Father.

Truth:
The proximity or lack thereof to the love of God wi Il determine your need
for the world’s pleasures.

Unfortunately for the Body of Christ / Jews we find a pattern where man makes
the wrong choice:

1) Adam chooses to eat of the tree in the garden of Eden

It is interesting that the name of Haman is alluded to
already in this opening story of sin.

God speaks to Adam and asks:

Gen. 3:11 “11 And He said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten
of the tree of which | commanded you that you should not eat?”
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“Have you eaten” Ha M i N — “have’tz” in Hebrew.

2) The Israelites are redeemed “out” of Egypt and are ’ .
now in the wilderness. God has promised to provide! 4

They still pick up more of the Manna that was
required!

They want meat!!

They want the “spices” of the food of Egypt!!!

3) The King invites all his subjects including the descendents %
of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin to a feast in the King’s
palace.

Esther 1:5 “5 And when these days were completed, the king made a feast for
all the people present in Shushan the capital, both great and small, a seven-
day feast in the court of the garden of the king’s palace.”

Firstly, we must take note of the spiritual measure contained in the place of the
feast:
- The King’s Court — denotes / refers to the World (Outer court of the
Tabernacle).
- The Garden — refer to the Garden of Eden (Holy place of the
Tabernacle)
- The King’'s Palace - refers to the Holy of Holies. i.e. a foreign
tabernacle.

The Jews went to the “Holy of Holies” of a foreign king , to attend a
foreign feast and to gorge themselves on the food and
wine for seven days. They accepted the invitation to
“serve themselves” as a reward. The fact that they
attend this feast on the Shabbat as well, fails to
impact on their spiritual man. The Body of Christ
does the same today!! Easter bunnies and
Christmas!

It is interesting that both the “Snake” in the garden of Eden and the “King /
Haman’s” message was the same :

“Eat of this tree.”
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b) We vyield to the World’s Power

When we are aware of our Godly spiritual gifts and purpose and of the fact that
God created all men equal, we will seek to:

- serve God

- serve others

- guide and inspire without the need to control others

The Jews / Body of Christ did not take up dominion in the land where they
chose to stay. Instead they allowed themselves to become a slave — not in the
sense that they worked for someone else, but in the sense that they were not
impacting the community

It doesn’t take much to order people about.

It doesn’t take much to expect people to obey.

This is a common Greco-Roman thought . The world business management
systems are built on this model.

What happens to us when we accept this type of thinking?

We often want to control / manipulate people to accept our own plans.

We despair of the position that we find ourselves in — marriage / work /
finance / etc.

We want to be like others — we see others (often unbelievers) who have
position, wealth, status, etc and compare ourselves with them.

The example we see is of the man Haman:

Est. 6:7-9 “7 And Haman said to the king, For the man whom the king delights to
honor,

8 Let royal apparel be brought which the king has worn and the horse which the
king has ridden, and a royal crown be set on his head.

9 And let the apparel and the horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king’s
most noble princes. Let him array the man whom the king delights to honor
and conduct him on horseback through the open square of the city, and proclaim
before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.”

We see that this man who was a “nobody”, a pagan, desperately wants:
- prestige
- to wear the Kingly robes.
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Truth:

We often only want the “best” but not necessarily w hat God wants. We
look at the physical / the works / robes as the goa | of our lives and miss the
relationship with God.

c) We become self-seekers

The Body of Christ / Israelites are taken directly to Mount Sinai where they meet
the Living God face to face , i.e. they could see His Image in the cloud and the
lightning.

Here they receive the commandment, the boundary of the covenant which would
mean Life for those who chose to obey.

Specifically we are told that:
- we are not to have other gods;
- we are not to bow down to idols.

Ex. 20:5 *5 You shall not bow down yourself to them or serve them; for | the
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me,”

Haman “arranges” for the decree to be made that all men must bow and pay
homage to Haman.

Est. 3:2 “2 And all the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate bowed down
and did reverence to Haman , for the king had so commanded concerning him.
But Mordecai did not bow down or do him reverence.”

Interesting, the spiritual state of mind of the Jews is such that only:

one man, Mordecai is recognized as a Jew:

Est. 3:4 “4 Now when they spoke to him day after day and he paid no attention to
them, they told Haman to see whether Mordecai’s conduct would stand, for he
had told them that he was a Jew .”

only one man, Mordecai refuses to bow to Haman

Est. 3:2 “2 And all the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate bowed down
and did reverence to Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning him.
But Mordecai did not bow down or do him reverence.”
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Why did the rest of the Jews bow? Why do you bow today?

Do you fear the consequence of Haman more than God?
Do you make a choice to worship the idol Haman?

There is a second way in which we can seek self — when we refuse to bow /
acknowledge to God’s chosen leaders

We find an example of this in the book of Numbers where Korah rebels against
the leadership of Moses.

Num. 16:1-3 “1 NOW KORAH son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi,
with Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, sons of Reuben,
took men,

2 And they rose up before Moses , with certain of the Israelites, 250 princes or
leaders of the congregation called to the assembly, men well known and of
distinction.

3 And they gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them,
[Enough of you!] You take too much upon yourselves, seeing that all the
congregation is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them. Why then
do you lift yourselves up above the assembly of the Lo rd?”

This story tells us that there are members of the Body of Christ who honestly:
Believe that they are standing for the truth.
Believe that their motivation is pure.

They still reject God’s chosen form of authority!!

Truth:
If our own ambitions are bigger than / comes before the community, where
we strive for our own power, prestige and position, then our thoughts will

have been poisoned by Amelek-thinking — we become a Haman in our own
time.

What does God really want from me?
d) We no longer “hear” the prophetic voice.

It seems strange that man runs to every prophetic conference that comes along —
it seems as if we have a desperate need to hear , either whether we are okay or
where / which direction we must go in life. What is equally puzzling is how often
we see that very little is done, i.e. prayer, action, etc. to follow the Word of the
prophet.

45




This is also true in the lives of the Israelites. No fewer than forty-eight prophets
and seven prophetesses have come to proclaim God’s will and directions
But nothing happens — until God releases a pagan king to bring judgment.

Esther 3:10 “10 And the king took his signet ring from his hand  [with which to
seal his letters by the king’s authority] and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha
the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy.”

With the removal of the King'’s ring, we react: “Why?”

Why do we only react or want to repent when God’s judgment has come into
effect? Why don’t we listen to the prophetic warnings?

God wants us to Hear / Shema — to listen and obey - then it will go well with us.
We often hear — but seldom do.
e) We became “Neutral”.

We have already seen that the Body of Christ as represented by the Jewish
people were lukewarm and compromising .

John tells us in the book of Revelation that we will find the same thing happening
in the end times.

Compromising Church of Pergamum:

Rev. 2:12, 14-15 “12 Then to the angel (messenger) of the assembly (church) in
Pergamum write: These are the words of Him Who has and wields the sharp two-
edged sword:

14 Nevertheless, | have a few things against you: you have some people there
who are clinging to the teaching of Balaam , who taught Balak to set a trap

and a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, [to entice them] to eat food
that had been sacrificed to idols  and to practice lewdness [giving themselves
up to sexual vice ].

15 You also have some who in a similar way are clinging to the teaching of the
Nicolaitans [those corrupters of the people] which thing | hate.”

Lukewarm Church of the Laodicians:

Revelation 3:16 “16 So, because you are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot , |
will spew you out of My mouth!”
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What we see is that it is better to be:

- going backward (where you can repent),
- going forward,

than to be ASLEEP / in neutral.

1 Cor. 15:46 “46 But it is not the spiritual life which
came first, but the physical and then the spiritual.”

If we apply this principle in the Book of Esther, we find
that Haman had used the occult / magic of his days to
cast “lots” to determine the date  for the annihilation of
the Jews.

Esther 3:7, 13 *7 In the first month, the month of Nisan,

in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, Haman caused

Pur, that is, lots, to be cast before him  day after day [to find a lucky day for his
venture], month after month, until the twelfth, the month of Adar.

13 And letters were sent by special messengers to all the king’s provinces—to
destroy, to slay, and to do away with all Jews, both young and old, little children
and women, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of
Adar, and to seize their belongings as spoil.”

This tells us that the spiritual realm above this city and kingdom was in the
hands of the kingdom of darkness . We can conclude that the physical state of
the people was therefore one of compromise . Clearly the people were asleep
to this situation.

How do we get this far? We follow false “stars”.
we allow early life experiences to be our path for the future.
We allow people in authority to influence us without challenging their
views.
We allow habits / routines to set our daily lifestyle.
We return to fixed thought patterns, i.e. how do | make it through this
month. Unless we renew our minds, we follow old trends.
We allow compulsive behaviour to rule our fleshly man.

Reasons why we are not successful in warfare.

The believers of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the Body of Christ have given
legal right to the kingdom of darkness to practice occultic power and magic to
such a level that we have the constellations aligned against us
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Confidence of the Enemy:

We can see that Haman had confidence to throw the lots over and over until the
“right date” came up. He was content to wait 12 months to activate the decree

because he thought that no opposition would be mounted. ( Q

Esther 3:7 “7 In the first month, the month of Nisan, in
the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, Haman caused Pur,
that is, lots, to be cast before him day after day [to find a
lucky day for his venture], month after month, until the
twelfth, the month of Adar.”

We also see that while his anger is directed at only one
man who opposes him, he disdains / despises him so
much that he decides to kill all .

Esther 3:6 “6 But he scorned laying hands only on Mordecai. So
since they had told him Mordecai’s nationality, Haman sought to destroy all
the Jews , the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.”

If we study the words “despise / disdain” we see a similarity when Esau trades
his birthright in:

Gen. 25:34 “34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils, and he ate and
drank and rose up and went his way. Thus Esau scorned his birthright as
beneath his notice.”

How can one exchange something of immeasurable value for a meal?
Answer:

When you allow yourself to reveal / satisfy the highest degree of animalistic lust
/ desire / appetite without any pangs of conscience.

We as humans like to believe that we exercise our freedom of choice — we
exercise our free will to make our decisions — we are not forced by anyone —
least of all God. This is one of the highest forms of Greco-Roman thinking.
However, if we start off with that which we consider free will and deduct our
“programmed reactions”, our state of emotions, etc, we deceive ourselves in
believing that we make clear-cut decisions.

On this basis of decision-making, we may as well throw the dice on the stars of
the Zodiac!!

48



On Yom Kippur the Priest stood with two identical goats:
1. One represented the force of evil and the death in the desert.
2. The other represented life and God’s blessings in the Holy of Holies.

In the same way with Purim we have two lots. On the one side we find the “curse
of Haman”, i.e. sickness, poverty and suffering; on the other we have the
“Mordecai blessing”, i.e. health, wealth, provision and the joy of God'’s love.

As a New Testament Christian we have a choice:

1. Deal with the sin in our lives, with the generational curses on our family
and move into God’s generational promise of the blessing which flows
from a life of walking in God’s Presence, OR

2. Stay where we are: Children of promise living as paupers.

Just as the case with Yom Kippur and Purim we have two choices — two minds.
Everyday we have the freedom of choice to choose whether we will follow God or
not! We daily throw lots. Our choice determines our degree of success in
achieving God’s plan for our lives.

Is. 28:12 “12 To these [complaining Jews the Lord] had said, This is the true rest
[the way to true comfort and happiness] that you shall give to the weary, and,
This is the [true] refreshing—yet they would not listen [to His teaching].”

f) We only see what we want to see.

Esther 3:5 “5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or do him
reverence, he was very angry.”

God has given us a wonderful mind and ability to gain knowledge, understanding
and wisdom (if we want to).

We also expect a child to see only the elementary / basic in a story, whilst we
expect the mature believer to search / “see” the hidden meanings of God’s Word.

We will only hear what our ears are tuned in to hear.
We will only see what our eyes are trained to see.

Haman chose only to see what he wanted to see — in fact, he did not even see
Mordecai — he looked only at his own ignorance and arrogance.

Ps. 69:24 “24 Pour out Your indignation upon them, and let the fierceness of
Your burning anger catch up with them.”

Esther 3:5 “5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or do him
reverence, he was very angry.”
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The Body of Christ many times only looks at events / the Torah with a one-sided
view. This inability to accept that God has greater plans than we can fathom,
minimizes our ability to be victorious — we limit God to what we think should
happen.

Restoration in a believer who starts to weep willb ~ egin the
process of returning to God.

N
1) Recognize the “Haman” in you. x_/////\

The spirit of Amalek / the orphan spirit will affect mankind %
at all levels within the Body of Christ. S
as an individual — my motives, my attitude, my ambitions

As a leader in the local Body.
Any person who is part of a local Body, but who has joined with one goal
and that is to further their own vision and who is not fully lifting up
(submitting) the local pastor, is a Haman.
As a leader in the community.
Any leader who is not committed to further the entire Body of Christ in the
city / nation but only seeks his own church’s glory is a Haman.

2) We need to Repent

If you find yourself in a Amalek / Haman / Hitler situation, the path to God is
through the wall, separating God from sin by truth and repentance:

Power

Greed Orgy |

Pride / ego

Through the wall separating

3) Reverse the Curse of Haggkom Ein, is:
trut

The spirit of Haman wants to imfREBNEE with his power, paralyzing us with his
decree to bring:
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FEAR!

We reverse this curse by declaring our independence from the kingdom of
darkness and our Sonship in the Kingdom of God

Ps. 2:1,4 “1 WHY DO the nations assemble with commotion [uproar and
confusion of voices], and why do the people imagine (meditate upon and devise)
an empty scheme?

4 He Who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord has them in derision [and in
supreme contempt He mocks them].”

4) Volunteer to make a difference
We can easily ask: “What difference can one man do?”
God’s answer:

- A righteous man can make a difference.

Jer.5:1 “1 RUN TO and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now and
take notice! Seek in her broad squares to see if you can find a man [as
Abraham sought in Sodom], one who does justice , who seeks truth, sincerity,
and faithfulness; and | will pardon [Jerusalem—for one uncompromisingly
righteous person].”

Ezek 22:30 “30 And | sought a man among them who should build up the
wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, that | should not destroy it, but
| found none.”

2 Chron. 16:9 *“9 For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth to show Himself strong in behalf of those whose hearts are blameless
toward Him. You have done foolishly in this; therefore, from now on you shall
have wars.”

Stand in the gap!
5) Make a prophetic declaration

Irrespective of where | am (work / marriage / status / etc) | declare that | am in
the perfect plan for God’s purpose to serve the Body of Christ / nation.

Ps. 91:4-6 “4 [Then] He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings
shall you trust and find refuge; His truth and His faithfulness are a shield and a
buckler.
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5 You shall not be afraid of the terror of the night, nor of the arrow (the evil plots
and slanders of the wicked) that flies by day,

6 Nor of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor of the destruction and sudden
death that surprise and lay waste at noonday.”

6) Replace the Mask of this World with the Shekinah Glory of God

We make a proclamation and a declaration that we will maintain our distance
from the world system, that we will filter our involvement with the world to
ensure that we will not be corrupted. We will guard ourselves.

We declare that we will move into the same level of intimacy with God that
Moses did:

Ex. 33:11 “11 And the Lord spoke to Moses face to face , as a man speaks to
his friend. Moses returned to the camp, but his minister Joshua son of Nun, a
young man, did not depart from the [temporary prayer] tent.”

So that the skin of our face will shine with God’s Glory.

Ex. 34:29 “29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tables of
the Testimony in his hand, he did not know that the skin of his face shone
and sent forth beams by reason of his speaking with the Lord.”

We also commit to remove any veils when we speak to the people of Israel /
Body of Christ so that they will not sense a barrier (there will be nothing to cloud
God’s Word) between me and them.

Ex. 34:31-35 “31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and [he] talked with them.

32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all
the Lord had said to him in Mount Sinai.

33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his

face.

34 But when Moses went in before the Lord to speak with Him, he took the veil
off until he came out. And he came out and told the Israelites what he was
commanded.

35 The Israelites saw the face of Moses, how the skin of it shone; and Moses put
the veil on his face again until he went in to speak with God.”
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C. WORSHIP

In the last session we studied the Word to see why the Israelites / Body of Christ
would be weeping .

We took actions to repent, make restitution and refocus on the pathway to Sinai .
Remember:

1. The Amalekites came to attack the Israelites on their way through the
desert to the Promised Land.

2. Haman sets up the attack against the Jews on the 33" day of the Counting of
the Omer, i.e. on the way to Sinai — to the declaration of their priesthood.

We are told to count the days from the day after Shabbat during the Passover
feast. Pentecost will be on the 50" day because the Israelites gave a wave
offering of wheat, i.e. an Omer of wheat; they called this time the counting of
the Omer.

3. Hitler and Nazi - Germany

We tend to read the story of Esther or think of it as just that — a story.
The reality is that the manifestation of the spirit of Amalek will only be
dealt with finally when the Messiah has returned. Although we live in a
world where we preach a message that all men are equal, liberty is for all
and mankind is enlightened, the reality is that evil still exists today. Man
will often choose to be a part of satan’s plan to maim, destroy and Kill.
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The Nazi movement of the 1930-40’s was a manifestation of this spirit.
Much of the underlying principles of Apartheid were based on thelsqlrpe:
spirit: Cetinng

NAZI &I JUDAISM
*

Hitler was afraid of the
moon — he hated it.

The first commandment, while
waiting in Egypt, was to identify
the calendar through the moon
(Ex 12:2); “Rosh Codesh” = the
ever rejuvenating moon.

Associated with cruelty.

Love for ravens. ‘

Love for art with sinister images The snake is the symbol of
of snakes. Amalek.

God’s commandment is that we will fight the spirit of Amalek in each
generation. One of the problems that we have to face is that we do not
take the time to know what the characteristics of Amalek are. Such was
the time during the Second World War.

God has an unique way to keep us on our toes — He fills the pages of the
history books so that we can go back later on to identify the ruling
demonic spirits and to discern if the Body of Christ had stood its ground
or not. Many people today query the very existence of the gas chambers
and whether the death rate was so high as the 6,000000 claimed.

Julius Strecher was one of Hitler's henchmen. He was a particularly evil
man, he hated the Jewish people with a passion and became the
propaganda voice by editing a vile newspaper which degraded, ridiculed
and attacked the people of God and therefore also God’s character.

In the closing days of the war, Strecher goes into hiding in an attempt to
escape from the Allies. By chance, as is the story of Purim, a Jewish
man, Major Blitt, stops at a farmhouse (unplanned), meets a bearded
man and jokingly says, “You look like a Strecher” — Strecher confesses
his identity and is taken captive. At the war crimes trial he stays true to
form and seems to enjoy every moment of the publicity. He is hanged for
his part in the Holocaust in 1946.

54



Just before he is hanged, he shouts, “Heil Hitler! Now | go to God Purim
Fest 1946!” Amalek fights with a fist of iron. He is defeated by irony .

Haman had ten sons and one daughter. Ten of Haman’s sons were
hanged and the daughter committed suicide. Nazi men were condemned
for war crimes. Ten were hanged and one committed suicide. The day
on which the Nazis were hung, was on Sukkot — the Day of Judgment.

The following table draws a parallel between the Old Testament
Covenant promise, the story of Esther and the New Testament principles:

OLD TESTAMENT

ESTHER

NEW TESTAMENT

42 000 Jews return to the
Promised Land, Israel, to
rebuild the temple.

Millions stay in exile to
exercise their freedom
of choice to remain in
sin.

We have a choice to move
into God’s promises but it
means we have to be
renewed.

God’s house, the Temple,
has colours of blue,
purple gold and silver (Ex
25:2-8).

Esther is dressed in
white, blue, purple,
silver and gold (Esther
1:6).

When we accept Jesus as
our Lord we are dressed
with a white linen robe of
righteousness and the blue
tunic of the Holy Spirit.

The Land where God
reigns — “Who has done
this — with the first of them
the last | am He.” God is
Sovereign.

The king describes
himself “of the whole
empire to its distant
shores — the greatness
— king of Media and
Persia (Ex 10:1-2).

Everything | have belongs
to God — | only have
stewardship.

The Temple has an outer
court and an inner court
(Holy of Holies) where
you only enter on
invitation;  unauthorized
entry = death.

The Name of God is
revealed all over His
temple.

Inner & outer court
(Esther 4:11 & 6:4);
unauthorised entry =
death.

God's Name is not
found once, but the
word, king, is found

over 200 times.

The veil was torn as Jesus
was crucified. We have
full access.

God’'s Name should be
revealed through the fruit
of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5).
We can enter God’'s court
at any time.
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4. The Gulf War:

Saddam Hussein’s attack (unprovoked) on Israel in the Gulf War was
+25/30 years ago. Scud missiles were fired into the heart of the land —
none landed near anything to make an impact.

Lev. 23:15-16 “15 And you shall count from the day after the Sabbath, from the
day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, seven Sabbaths; [seven full
weeks] shall they be.

16 Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall present a
cereal offering of new grain to the Lord.”

So we dealt with WEEPING,.

We are on our way to WORSHIP|. (In the book of Esther it took ONE YEAR.)
To be successful on this journey, we need to:
Understand that we are never too old to learn.

Accept that we don’t have all the answers.
Always be on the lookout for the new ways that God will work.

WEEPING WORSHIP

\ / N

Our focus verse to start with from the Book of Esther is:

Esther 3:4 “4 Now when they spoke to him day after day and he paid no
attention to them, they told Haman to see whether Mordecai’s conduct would
stand, for he had told them that he was a Jew.”

While we want to end with:

Esther 9:18-19 *18 But the Jews who were in Shushan [Susa] assembled on the
thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and on the fifteenth day they rested and
made it a day of feasting and gladness.

19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, who dwell in the unwalled towns, make the
fourteenth day of the month of Adar a day of gladness and feasting, a holiday,
and a day for sending choice portions to one anothe r.”

Before we study this verse further, | want us to make a short sidetrack to define
an understanding or meaning of the word worship.
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Col. 3:23-24 “23 Whatever may be your task, work at it heartily (from the soul),
as [something done] for the Lord and not for men,
24 Knowing [with all certainty] that it is from the Lord [and not from men] that you
will receive the inheritance which is your [real] reward. [The One Whom] you are
actually serving [is] the Lord Christ (the Messiah).”

The Hebrew has a very small vocabulary — a single word
can have multiple meanings — this is true of the word
“avad”. It can mean:

- toserve

- towork

- to worship

When Moses tells Pharaoh that the people must go to
worship him — he uses the word “avad”.

If we apply this principle to the fifth commandment:

“Six day will you labour (“avad” — serve, worship, work ) but on the seventh day,
(Shabbat) you will rest.”

Ex. 34:21 *21 Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest;
even in ploughing time and in harvest you shall rest [on the Sabbath].”

Worship is therefore a reflection of our lifestyle of victory in the Body of Christ.

With this understanding, let’s review the words:
“would the words of Mordecai stand?”

1. The first indication of Mordecai’'s character is given by God Himself. The
Torah / Bible follows a pattern when someone is introduced for the first
time.

God introduces Himself as follows:

My Name is: Hashem.

Ex. 6:3 “3 | appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God Almighty [EI-
Shaddai], but by My name the Lord [Yahweh—the redemptive name of God] |
did not make Myself known to them [in acts and great miracles].”
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Examples of righteous men:

The Word introduces a righteous man by saying:
“His name is
- Boaz

- Kish

- Etc.

The Word introduces unrighteous men by the name first, e.g. “Sheba, son

of Bichri”.

2 Sam. 20:21 “21 That is not true. But a man of the hill country of Ephraim,
Sheba son of Bichri, has lifted up his hand against King David. Deliver him only,
and | will depart from the city. And the woman said, Behold, his head shall be
thrown to you over the wall.”

The reason for this is very simple:

\ your name = your word = your reputation.

2. It seems strange that they wait to evaluate the result of his words. In fact,

he hasn’t said much at all

The only statement recorded is:

\ Esther 3:4b “4 ...for he had told them that he was a Jew.”

We know that his genealogy declares that he is from the tribe of Benjamin

and not Judah.

Mordecai is referring to:

Dan. 3:12 “12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed and set over
the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or
worship the golden image which you have set up.”

The men who do not bow to idols are called “Judaic men”.

\ Esther 3:2 “ But Mordecai did not bow down or do him reverence.”

The statement in Esther 3:2 is declared in the future tense NOT present

therefore stating: “I will never bow down.”
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Mordecai walked the talk to reveal his character and his com mitment

to God.

When Haman understood / saw this — he upgraded from:

\

The “Amalek” spirit of Pharaoh wanting to destroy the men only

\

The “Amalek” spirit of Haman with a plan to destroy all Jews.

Esther 3:6b “6 ...Haman sought to destroy all the Jews , the people of
Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.”

| am going to take the elements of Worship / “Avad” namely:

study,
fasting,
prayer,
praise,
discipleship,
and look carefully at them in the lifestyle of three of God’s people.

- Mordecali,
- Esther,
- Hathach — the Eunuch.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF A WORSHIP / SERVICE / WORKING
LIFESTYLE.

1) Mordecai / the Body of Christ must accept our de  stiny
There are two significant facts for us to learn from this man of God.

Firstly , we are told that Mordecai’s ancestry is from the line of Benjamin , but as
we trace back the line of his ancestors, we see that only three are mentioned:

Esther 2:5 “5 There was a certain Jew in the capital in Shushan whose name
was Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish , a Benjamite,”

The Hebrew word for Jair is “OR”. S\ ! ’
-Q)-
“OR” = Light -

|
Son of Jair — means the one who enlightens my eyes — this
means | can see clearly so that my prayers will be directed at
the right target — prayer shows the way.
The Hebrew word for Shimei is “SHIMA”.
“SHIMA” = hear
Son of Shimei — means to turn a deaf ear to the false accusations,

threats of this world and to declare that God will hear my prayer.
God hears our prayers.

The Hebrew word for Kish is “MAKOSH?".
“MAKOSH” = knock
Son of Kish — means to knock on the Gates of Heaven until

they open —to be committed, consistent, to persevere. Do
you cry out / knock until you get a breakthrough?

Mordecai means:
“‘OR” = Light; “Shema” = Hear; “Makosh” = Knock

We must not be known:

- for my position in the community
- for my title

- for my place / possessions
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BUT

For my position against anything that comes / stands up against the Kingdom of
God.

Secondly , we realize that Rachel — as one of the Matriarchs of the Jewish Nation
— has birthed a legacy / destiny into both lines of sons. Somehow God has a
plan that the men of God from this generational lineage would stand up to play a
unique role.

Rachel is Jacob’s first love. This relationship results in two children:
- Joseph
- Benjamin

At the birth of Benjamin, Rachel dies and is buried at Bethlehem .

Gen. 35:19 “19 So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath, that is,
Bethlehem.”

Both her sons Joseph as the firstborn of his lineage, and Mordecai as a
descendant of Benjamin would:

- stand up when the time came

- raise a Godly standard

- show a lifestyle of Godly character

- impact a pagan king and nation

AND
- Bring a turnaround victory for the entire Jewish people.

This will also be true of someone in the Body of Christ who carries a Rachel
anointing.

Both Joseph and Mordecai are in foreign lands, serving kings who are pagans.
In both cases their own people are at risk from starvation and from murder. Both
rise up to stand as leaders in the King’s house.

The World will always fear that we grow strong: Pharaoh
- in number |::> King Ahasuerus
- spiritually Hitler
Anti-Christ
BUT

The King removes His ring to give us authority:
Prophetic examples:

- Pharaoh removes his ring and gives it to Joseph:
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Gen. 41:42a “42 And Pharaoh took off his [signet] ring from his hand and pu
it on Joseph’s hand...”

t

- King Ahasuerus removes his ring and gives it to Mordecai:

Esther 8:2 “2 And the king took off his [signet] ring , which he had taken from

Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of
Haman.”

AND
The King honours us with signs of royalty:
Prophetic examples:

- Pharaoh honoured Joseph:

Gen. 41:42b *“42 ... and arrayed him in [official] vestments of fine linen and

put a gold chain about his neck;”

- King Ahasuerus honours Mordecai:

Esther 6:11 “11 Then Haman took the apparel and the horse and conducted
Mordecai on horseback through the open square of the city, proclaiming before
him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.”

We sometimes have to be sold into slavery to be in God’s perfect place :
Examples:
- Joseph - Slave

- Esther - Wife

2) Have faith and know that you are in the right pl  ace and at the
right time.

We may have many plans for our lives; dreams that have been formed by our
parents / authority figures; talents and skills that we possess. We may have
traveled a long road towards this dream — in fact much of it may be a reality
today.

We call this goal “takhlit™:
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Some goals are simple:
- To get married
- To have children

Some goals are more ambitious:
- to be the world champion of some sport
- to discover / invent something new

The real questions are:
What are God’s goals?
Are you ready to change direction if He says so?

a. All three of the personalities that we have care  fully studied, had personal
goals:

1) Mordecai , from the Word is clearly a man who became a Rabbi. He was
one of the leaders of the synagogue. His goals was to be the “Pastor”.

2) Esther, would have wanted to marry a good Jewish boy and raise Godly
children

3) Hathach, probably wanted to be a honest man of God.

b. All three gave up a dream:
1) Mordecai is demoted in the synagogue
2) Esther is the bride of a pagan King.
3) Hathach is a eunuch in the King's palace.

c. All three chose a new goal for a divine purpose / greater good.

What we see here is that its only when we go through trials / tribulations that we
get an opportunity to show the quality of God’s purpose.

People who take hold of life’s challenges and do something for others , the
community, the Body of Christ, will reap the reward.

1) Mordecai became known as a Godly ruler.

2) Esther became known as a Godly woman.
3) Hathach’s name is written in history as a messenger of God .

3) Study as an act of worship to build your faith.

We are given assurance that God is in control.

Prov. 21:1 “1 THE KING'S heart is in the hand of the Lord , as are the
watercourses; He turns it whichever way He wills .”
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While the King'’s heart is in God’s Hand, He wants us to take dominion on earth
through our actions / lifestyle.

a. We must nurture faith

Greatness will only be revealed by what is on the inside. As we
grow in faith and intimacy with God, we will be empowered to
be God'’s representative — His “Tzaddik”.

We need to build faith against the sin of “Adam’s
fall”.

When we doubt in the reality of God’s Word / Torah, we lack
faith in ourselves to accept that God really loves and cares
for us. God had faith in Adam. We need to build faith in
ourselves.

We need to build faith against the sin of the selli  ng
out of Joseph.

We compromise God’s Plans when we are jealous of
each other. The twelve brothers did not like Joseph and
sold him into slavery because they could not see their
way clear to accept that someone could get more than
they did.

We need to build our faith of showing love to all people

We need to build faith against the sin of the
Golden Calf

We often base our faith on what we sense / feel. If
our experience of the everyday spiritual is not a “good”
feeling, we tend to think that our faith is dead.

We need to build faith through an everyday prayer
relationship to allow God’s influence for continual
growth to go on.

b. We must study to hear God’s Voice (the job of pr  iest)
We must know the prophetic declaration of the past. (They knew that the
70 years of exile were over — it was a time for God to reveal himself

again.)
We must be prepared to have Word to elevate the non-believers.
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Esther 2:22 “22 And this was known to Mordecai, who told it to Queen Esther,
and Esther told the king in Mordecai’'s name.”

We must have the spiritual spark to perform tasks of love and joy.
We must act on the Words of Discernment
We must have direction to mature those in our care. Mordecai was able to
teach Esther to have faith:
o In herself
0 In her purpose
o In her God-given ability

4) Be a disciple of Jahshua

Find a Godly leader / a true Rabbi like Jahshua
o Commit to follow him
o Commit to lift him and his ministry up

Know that the World’s concept of “safety” is but an illusion.

We place value in possessions, position, connections, etc — this can
change in a moment. The world is fickle, callous, hateful. You don’t know
where you will be next year — do something now.

a) Hathach did not exercise choice to be made into an eunuch. He is
in a “position” of safety and in a sense also power. After all he is inside
the king'’s palace.

However he has seen the level of degradation / corruption, power pay
which take place in the palace.

He knows that which appears good and safe to other is in fact a place of
great insecurity.

Hathach decides to leave the world’s security and power to take the risk of
losing all to make a difference now .

He became a messenger between Mordecai and Esther.

Esther 4.6, 9-10 “6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the
city, which was in front of the king’s gate.

9 And Hathach came and told Esther the words of Mordecai.

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and gave him a message for Mordecai,
saying,”
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b) Esther gives up her security for her people:

Esther 4:14b, 16 *“...And who knows but that you have come to the kingdom

for such a time as this and for this very occasion?

16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast for me;
and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. | also and my maids will
fast as you do. Then | will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if |
perish, | perish.”

Honour your parents / authority figures

Esther was told not to reveal her identity — she chose to obey. This
changed her people’s destiny.

Esther 2:10, 15 “10 Esther had not made known her nationality or her kindred,
for Mordecai had charged her not to do so

15 Now when the turn for Esther the daughter of Abihail, the uncle of Mordecai
who had taken her as his own daughter, had come to go in to the king, she
required nothing but what Hegai the king’s attendant, the keeper of the women,
suggested. And Esther won favor in the sight of all who saw her "

Show character / integrity — a Godly standard

Amos 7:7 *“7 Thus He showed me, and behold, the Lord stood upon a wall with
a plumb line, with a plumb line in His hand.”

Esther worked hard

Esther showed character — she did not take credit for the story of the
attack on the King's life, but gave the glory to Mordecai . This honouring
/ integrity gave her the right to walk into the King’s palace and expect him
to raise the scepter.

Esther 2:22 “22 And this was known to Mordecai, who told it to Queen Esther,
and Esther told the king in Mordecai’'s name .”

Esther was not tempted by gold — even though the King offered her up to
half his kingdom.

Esther 5:3 “3 Then the king said to her, What will you have, Queen Esther?
What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of the kingdom

You note that she neither reminds him of his promise nor asks for the
reward.
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Work on your role as priest .
0 Make sure you see something special in everyone.
0 Accept your own role as unique
o Have your words / actions reflect the glory of the robes of the priest.
o0 Make sure you balance the gifts of the spirit with the fruit of the
spirit.

Ex. 28:6 "6 And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet
[stuff], and fine twined linen, skillfully woven and worked.”

Fast to break down the Greco-Roman mindset of performance /
success.

The standard of the world is so real to us that we battle to see it as a
threat anymore:
o We have so identified with the goal of the physical life that without it
we see no point in living.
o0 We are so sure that the earthly goals are all there is, that to give
them up will mean we have nothing left.
0 We are so sure that spiritual goals are mundane and insane.

The fast of Esther is needed to break this mindset and renew our focus on
our true purpose and calling

The fast of Esther / Bride of Christ
There are two ways in which this feast is “celebrated”.
Biblically the Jews “fast” on two occasions:
1) The three day fast together with Esther where they pray for unity,

repentance and restoration of lifestyle in line with God.

Unless the baseline or foundation is set on a Godly standard, we can’t
expect further breakthrough.

2) An one day fast which was held one year later in the day / night before
the Jews rose up against their attackers.

This fast is a dedication fast . We recognize that we do not go into battle
in our own strength
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Our Action to Refocus our Worship
1. Make the Proclamation

| proclaim that | am prepared to pray until
breakthrough comes, to cry, to wail and shout
until we have an answer. | am prepared to
equip a generation of people who follow the
Rachael anointing.

When Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau heard
about it, “he wails” and is given a blessing of
the “sword”.

In the Book of Esther, Haman now holds the “sword” and Mordecai “wails”. The
tables have been turned. (Note that Esau and Haman operated under the same
spirit).

Mordecai was prepared to do anything to get the words of prayer to reverberate
through the Israelites to build up their faith.

Likewise, we should also wail under the “Mordecai-anointing”. The walil is a call
from the innermost soul to come alive and in reality takes on the form and sound
of a Shofar!

Is. 58:1 “1 CRY ALOUD, spare not. Lift up your voice like a trumpet and
declare to My people their transgression and to the house of Jacob their sins!”

God relies on us to bring about prayer that will turn around the constellations /
stars that are in Haman’s favour.

We need to turn around the constellation set-up

What is happening in Israel = will be happening in the Body of Christ.
Cancel the occult power reigning over Israel that gives right of way to
bombs to be planted in Israel.
Cancel words of terror by Iran Government declaring:
0 “No Holocaust”
o0 Use of atomic energy bomb
Pray against the “signs” that God’s blessing is lifted — the
fall in the level of the Dead Sea. Current news is that the
Dead sea is at its lowest level in years and major
conferences are taking place to find out what they can do
about it. The salt level in the sea has risen to such a level
as result of the low level of water that further evaporation
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will have dramatic effects. Artificial “dams” are being created so that
tourists can swim in the sea.

Is it not a sign of the times! We are told that when the Messiah reigns in
Jerusalem, we will see a River of Life proceeding from the Throne.

Rev. 22:1-2 “1 THEN HE showed me the river whose waters give life, sparkling
like crystal, flowing out from the throne of God and of the Lamb

2 Through the middle of the broadway of the city; also, on either side of the river
was the tree of life with its twelve varieties of fruit, yielding each month its fresh
crop; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing and the restoration of the
nations.”

We need to turn around

Is. 28:15 “15 Because you have said, We have made a covenant with death, and
with Sheol (the place of the dead) we have an agreement—when the overflowing
scourge passes through, it will not come to us, for we have made lies our refuge,
and in falsehood we have taken shelter.”

Is. 5:20 “20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for
light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!”

2. Personify the oil of incense

God determined that only pure myrrh should be used as incense in the temple.
The Aramaic word for “incense” is “MORADAKHIA”

Mor = Pure

Dror = Myrrh

Do you know where myrrh comes from?

A non-kosher animal called “galbanum” which in Hebrew is spelled “Chelbenah”.
The numerical value of this word = 95 — the same as the name Haman.

No matter how bad or how vile your life has been up to today, God still has a
purpose for you. We must decide to take a step of faith and start to live a holy
lifestyle:

understand your mission,
help others,

make sacrifices,

stand.

Personify the Oil (i.e. we are called to have the f  ruit of the Spirit — let's use
it in some demonstratable way)
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Pray against the spirit of apathy / do something positive to combat the lack
of compassion for the displaced Jews from Gaza

Pray against the power of the media that glorifies the suicide bombers —
Golden Globe Award.

Give financial support! Help someone in your city to feel the refreshing oll
of blessing.

3. Declare that you will work to unify the Body of Christ.

We are all diverse — look different, speak different languages, but we have
common ground .

Put your personal ambition and limitations aside and look for the truth and
the talent in others.

Declare unity in diversity.

Ps. 74:22-23 “22 Arise, O God, plead Your own cause; remember [earnestly]
how the foolish and impious man scoffs and reproaches You day after day and
all day long.

23 Do not forget the [clamoring] voices of Your adversaries, the tumult of those
who rise up against You, which ascends continually.”

4. Make a declaration that you will be a carrier/  carriage / horse that will
carry God’s Glory / Kingship into this world.

We see that Jahshua will return on a white horse:

Rev. 19:11 “11 After that | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse
[appeared]! The One Who was riding it is called Faithful ~ (Trustworthy, Loyal,
Incorruptible, Steady) and True , and He passes judgment and wages war in
righteousness (holiness, justice, and uprightness).”

And is a repeat of the story of Mordecai:

Esther 6:11 “11 Then Haman took the apparel and the horse and conducted
Mordecai on horseback through the open square of

the city, proclaiming before him, Thus shall it be

done to the man whom the king delights to honor.”

The well-known Andrew Murray — church leader of
the early 19" century understood this concept. He
would “ordain” missionaries and send them out,
calling them “Donkeys”. When asked why he used
such a derogatory term, he replied:

“If Jahshua chose to ride on a donkey, | am happy
to be a donkey carrying God’s Light to the World.”




God has created us to carry His authority and dominion in this world . We are
to be carriers of His Glory.

We need to repent (break this curse) of allowing satan / Haman to “ride” on us:
To feed our desires
To indulge our senses
By keep on leading us downward until we can no longer be “tamed”.
Until we are a carriage for the force of evil.

We need to accept our calling / responsibility to:
Love God with our whole heart
Love our neighbour as ourselves.
We need to call in the blessing of direction , relationship and sonship .

Proclaim a day and a month of joy!

We need to be prepared to celebrate and declare to the world that our God
reigns!!

Esther 8:16-17 “16 The Jews had light [a dawn of new hope] and gladness
and joy and honor.

17 And in every province and in every city, wherever the king’s command and his
decree came, the Jews had gladness and joy, a feast and a holiday . And
many from among the peoples of the land [submitted themselves to Jewish rite
and] became Jews, for the fear of the Jews had fallen upon them.”

Esther 9:22 “22 As the days on which the Jews got rest from their enemies, and
as the month which was turned for them from sorrow to gladness and from
mourning into a holiday—that they should make them days of feasting and
gladness, days of sending choice portions to one another and gifts to the poor.”

Carry the Glory of God / Reject Amalek

Pray that we recognize that the picture painted for us of a people who want
peace and therefore the Road Map are misleading us — the cause of the tension
in Islam and the decision to fight with weapons,
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D. WARFARE

’ WORSHIP WARFARE
\\_/

The time has come !! These words ring out from the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob — “the time has come” — the Messiah — Jahshua wants t o return for
the final battle!!

Esther 9:1-3 “1 NOW IN the twelfth month, the month of Adar, on the thirteenth
day of Adar when the king’s command and his edict were about to be executed,
on the [very] day that the enemies of the Jews had planned for a massacre of
them, it was turned to the contrary and the Jews had rule over those who hated
them.

2 The Jews gathered together in their cities throughout all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus to lay hands on such as sought their hurt; and no man could
withstand them , for the fear of them had fallen upon all the peoples.

3 And all the princes of the provinces and the chief rulers and the governors
and they who attended to the king’s business helped the Jews, because the fear
of Mordecai had fallen upon them.”

We see a few principles here:
1) itistime
2) the pagan / kingdom of darkness is afraid of us.
3) The officials of the kingdom of darkness are afraid of the authority of the
Body of Christ / Mordecai.

What are the functions of the army of God — the poi  nts of focus
to be successful:

1) We must cancel / nullify all world interventions and difference of opinion on
religious thought that attempt to create divisions in the Body of Christ.

Esther 3:8 “8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, There is a certain people
scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your
kingdom; their laws are different from every other people, neither do they keep
the king’s laws. Therefore it is not for the king’s profit to tolerate them.”

This speaks of a divided people — factions based on customs, models of prayer,
where everyone is right and none of us makes any impact in the community.
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We have at least two groups:
1. faithful but religious (“older brother”),
2. those who had been assimilated and attended the orgy (“younger
brother”),
and neither group want to have anything to do with each other.

They stand in
, unity

N
A verse or two later

Two groups
that are apart

How did Mordecai cross this bridge?

Mordecai comes with the call of the shofar:

Is. 58:1 “1 CRY ALOUD, spare not. Lift up your voice
like a trumpet and declare to My people their
transgression and to the house of Jacob their sins!”

He gets them to face another Red Sea. In fact,
Mordecai talks to the two groups in the same terms as
in the New Testament parable of the Prodigal Son
where:

- Jahshua / Mordecai tell the “younger brother” (the
group that has compromised) to:

repent

return to the father

find his / their spirit man and stand

- Jahshua / Mordecai tell the older brother (the self-righteous religious group) to:
look at his / their own self-righteousness,
look at the works of the flesh,
look at the Amalek ego
repent, return to the faith and stand.

2) We must sit watchmen on the walls and we mustta ke care to listen to
the warnings. We sometimes allow the world to proc lame of “peace /
peace” to soothe our souls so that we can rest.

We fall into the trap over and over again. We take the world

view — a major battle has to be followed by a time of peace e
and rest. We take exception to the watchmen and the messengers

who calls down “warnings” . We only want to rest in God’s love.




Satan’s kingdom of evil exists from the beginning to the end, from Genesis to
Revelation.

And the proof of this is in King Ahasuerus’ reign!!

In the beginning of his reign:

Ezra 4:6 “6 And in the reign of Ahasuerus [or Xerxes], in the beginning of his
reign, [the Samaritans] wrote to him an accusation against the [returned]
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.”

At the end of his reign:

Esther 10:1 “1 KING AHASUERUS laid a tribute unjust tax on the land and on
the coastlands of the sea.”

We want to encourage the watchmen to stand inthe f  ace of much adversity
and even persecution from their own brothers and si sters in the Body of

Christl!

3) The Army of the Body of Christ
must accept responsibility and
accountability for our actions.

)

The reaction of a people / the Body of
Christ who have not followed God with
their whole heart, and who now “feel” and
“face” the consequences of the judgment,
is to find a scapegoat :
we accuse others as the culprits
we transfer our own shortcoming
onto others
we seldom accept responsibility for our actions
we don’t do much to make a difference.

a) History books of this time record that the Jews blamed:
I. Mordecai for meeting Haman.
ii. Saul who did not kill Agag.
iii. David for not executing Gera
iv. Mordecai when he refused to bow to Haman.

2 Sam. 16:5-6 “5 When King David came to Bahurim, a man of the family of the
house of Saul, Shimei son of Gera, came out and cursed continually as he came.
6 And he cast stones at David and at all the servants of King David; and all the
people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left.”
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b) King Saul “blames” the people and tells the high priest that they wanted to
sacrifice. Samuel chooses to do God'’s will, which was that king Agag was
to die, but Saul spared his life because he wanted to show-off his “trophy”
to the people. Thus the generational line of king Agag, the Amalekite
continued and was not stopped according to God’s Will. Many years later,
the seed of king Agag rose up against the Jews in the person of Haman.

4) The Jews / Body of Christ must be submittedtot  he leadership that has
been put in place by God.

The Israelites complain about Moses’ leadership and moan about the
guality of water at places with the names of Massah and Meribah — the
names mean:

o Contention

o And Strife

This immediately opened the door to the spirit of Amalek.

Ex. 17:8 “8 Then came Amalek [descendants of Esau] and fought with Israel at
Rephidim.”

The question that Amalek / Haman / spirit of darkness asks is:
How can | overpower them?

The answer given: “As soon as they stumble or fall into sin — attack!”

Deut. 25:19 *19 Therefore when the Lord your God has given you rest from all
your enemies round about in the land which the Lord your God gives you to
possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the remembrance of Amalek from
under the heavens; you must not forget.”

Although they defeat the Amalekites, they do not destroy them and we are left
with this realization: We will have to deal with Amalek in every generation:

Ex. 17:16 “16 And he said, Because [theirs] is a hand against the throne of the
Lord, the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation .”

Everytime we are in rebellion the spirit of Amalek will reign.
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Here are some examples of times when the Israelites tried to defeat Amalek:

The Israelites try to go into Canaan after they have voted not to go:

Num. 14:39-45 “39 Moses told [the Lord’s] words to all the Israelites, and [they]
mourned greatly.

40 And they rose early in the morning and went up to the top of the mountain,
saying, Behold, we are here, and we intend to go up to the place which the Lord
has promised, for we have sinned.

41 But Moses said, Why now do you transgress the command of the Lord [to turn
back by way of the Red Sea], since it will not succeed?

42 Go not up, for the Lord is not among you, that you be not struck down before
your enemies.

43 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you shall fall
by the sword. Because you have turned away from following after the Lord,
therefore the Lord will not be with you.

44 But they presumed to go up to the heights of the hill country; however, neither
the ark of the covenant of the Lord nor Moses departed out of the camp.

45 Then the Amalekites came down and the Canaanites who dwelt in that hill
country and smote the Israelites and beat them back, even as far as Hormah.”

King Saul was given the job to deal with the Amalekites, but failed.

(2 Sam. 9-10)

King David has a skirmish with the spirit of Amalek — he sends his
commander, Joab to fight, who kill all the males but leaves the females.

1 Kings 11:14-16 *“14 The Lord stirred up an adversary against Solomon, Hadad
the Edomite; he was of royal descent in Edom.

15 For when David was in Edom, and Joab the commander of Israel’s army went
up to bury the slain, he slew every male in Edom.

16 For Joab and all Israel remained there for six months, until he had cut off
every male in Edom.”

He goes himself, but somehow 400 young men “who rode on camels” flee.

1 Sam. 30: 1,17 “1 NOW WHEN David and his men came home to Ziklag on

the third day, they found that the Amalekites had made a raid on the South (the
Negeb) and on Ziklag, and had struck Ziklag and burned it with fire,

17 And David smote them from twilight even to the evening of the next day, and
not a man of them escaped, except 400 youths who rode camels and fled .”
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He meets them from time to time:

1 Sam. 27:8-9 “8 Now David and his men went up and made attacks on the
Geshurites, Girzites, and Amalekites [enemies of Israel Joshua had failed to
exterminate]. For from of old those nations inhabited the land, as one goes to
Shur even to the land of Egypt.

9 And David smote the land and left neither man nor woman alive , and took
away the sheep, oxen, donkeys, camels, and the apparel, and returned to
Achish.”

We have a job to do:

STAND UP!!
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PRACTICAL PRAYER ACTIONS

How must the Body of Christ
react IN A TIME SUCH AS THIS!

1) We need to proclaim that the
Body of Christ is ready, able
and willing to call for the King
of Kings to issue His final
decree for the final harvest!

In the time of Mordecai and

Esther, this decree meant a

great number of people who accepted God / Hashem as their Lord
and Saviour — before the war broke out.

Esther 8:17b “17 And in every province and in every city, wherever the king's
command and his decree came, the Jews had gladness and joy, a feast and a
holiday. And many from among the peoples of the land [submitted

themselves to Jewish rite and] became Jews , for the fear of the Jews had fallen
upon them.”

In the book of Revelation we see the same harvest of people with
the 144 000 First Fruit Harvest before the judgment of wrath
begins.

Rev. 14:1, 12, 14-16 “1 THEN I looked, and behold, the Lamb stood on Mount
Zion, and with Him 144,000 [men] who had His name and His Father’'s name
inscribed on their foreheads.

Revelation 14:12 (AMP)

12 Here [comes in a call for] the steadfastness of the saints [the patience, the
endurance of the people of God], those who [habitually] keep God’s
commandments and [their] faith in Jesus .

Revelation 14:14-16 (AMP)

14 Again | looked, and behold, [I saw] a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud One
resembling a Son of Man, with a crown of gold on His head and a sharp scythe
(sickle) in His hand.

15 And another angel came out of the temple sanctuary, calling with a mighty
voice to Him Who was sitting upon the cloud, Put in Your scythe and reap, for
the hour has arrived to gather the harvest , for the earth’s crop is fully ripened.
16 So He Who was sitting upon the cloud swung His scythe (sickle) on the earth,
and the earth’s crop was harvested.”

Ps. 33:8-13 “8 Let all the earth fear the Lord [revere and worship Him]; let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.
9 For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.
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10 The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nought; He makes the thoughts
and plans of the peoples of no effect.

11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of His heart through all
generations.

12 Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) is the nation whose God is the Lord,
the people He has chosen as His heritage.

13 The Lord looks from heaven, He beholds all the sons of men;”

| am going to make sure that people who come in con  tact with
me will become jealous of my relationship with God and want
to share this experience.

2) We as the Body of Christ need to have Watchmen o  n the Wall — Purim
Noisemakers.

In both the Old and the New Testament we
get a clear commandment to be
“watching .

I have set watchman on your walls (Is 62:6). \

| have made you watchman (Ezek 3:17). \

Blessed are those servants...when He comes will find
watching (Luke 12:37).

Behold, | am coming as a thief, blessed is he who watches (Rev 16:15). \

We are called to watch — watch to see when God comes back and until
He does, watch for the enemy and for the attack against our family,
nation, etc.

What does a watchmen do? He blows the shophar to warn of any
impending danger — much the same as the Purim noisemaker/graggers —
every time the name of Haman is mentioned we boo, hiss and twirl the
graggers so that everyone knows who is in town.

We need the watchman to be evaluating city / nation / world events within the
context of the strategy of Amalek so that the Body of Christ can be warned to
take action.

What has happened here in Switzerland?
1) Persecution of the Jews in 1348

2) Plague 1349

3) Earthquake, 18 October 1356
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4) Train Disaster, Munchenstein 14 June 1891
5) Chemical disaster, Schweizerhalle 1 November 1986

Elements of Amalek’s Strategy:

International, political military conflict
Doubt / confusion of our faith
Burning lust
Strife (between man and wife / Body of Christ and Christ)
Hatred of any true representative of Hashem
False leaders (those who take the people of little or no stature and raises
them up to a position of power).
Forgetfulness
o we forget to do good;
o we forget to build memorials

Watchmen (Remember — that which manifests in Israel will be reflected in
the Body of Christ):

Watch for the Spirit of Amalek to be revealed in:
1. Hamas
- will not lay down weapons
- will not recognize Israel’s right to existence
2. Abbas Fatah
- wrote a doctorate against the Holocaust
- planner of Munich Olympic disaster 1972

3. Egypt and Jordan who may change their positions like they were before to
more warlike — These two countries have a history of turning against Israel
when it suits them. If we see this happening again, we need to realize that
the birth pangs are possibly starting again.

3) The Body of Christ needs to proclaim our allianc e and support for the
city of Jerusalem and the people / country of Israe .

The prophet Jeremiah had a small ray of light at the end of a long dark prophecy
of doom for the Jews. We find (Jer. 16:14-15) that there is a promise that God
will restore Israel. In verse 14 we find the reference to the First Exodus from
Egypt (the first Passover ). In verse 15 we find the exodus from all the lands
where God had driven them (the second Passover) .

Before we continue with verse 16, let's move to Zech. 1:18-21. We see here
that God says:

There are four horns

That have scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem
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Four craftsmen (the craftsman are the horns and are coming to terrify and

to cast out the horns of the nation that lifted their horns against them).
We see that from within each nation, Babylon (Iran / Iraq), Persia, Roma and
Syria-Greek, someone will stand up to terrify the nation.

For what purpose? So that these nations will release all the “Jews” in order that
the lost ten tribes can go back to Israel.

Jer. 16:16 goes on to say that there are two ways to ensure that all Jews go
home:
1. Fisherman who fish, i.e. those Jews who hear the Word of God,
understand their calling and move back in faith.
2. Hunters, who will chase out those who chose to stay through force and
fear to return to Israel.

Question:
How are you preparing the way for this to happen?

Support Jerusalem

Pray against the spirit of disunity: Jewish brother vs brother (Gaza)
Compromised leadership:

- allowing the World to dictate the peace terms

- allowing the Palestinian vote in East Jerusalem

4) The Body of Christ needs to train and equip Godl y leaders of valour, who
will train others for war.

When Abraham returns to the King of Salem after his victory he received
the following blessing:

Gen. 14:19-20 “19 And he blessed him and said, Blessed (favored with
blessings, made blissful, joyful) be Abram by God Most High, Possessor and
Maker of heaven and earth ,

20 And blessed, praised, and glorified be God Most High, Who has given your
foes into your hand! And [Abram] gave him a tenth of all [he had taken].”

We need to train up young prophets who will come underneath / hold up
the hand of the man of God.
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Ex. 17:11-12 “11 When Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; and when he
lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed.

12 But Moses’ hands were heavy and grew weary. So [the other men] took a
stone and put it under him and he sat onit. Then A aron and Hur held up his
hands, one on one side and one on the other side; so his hands were steady
until the going down of the sun.”

Men of War

- Support the Messianic Congregation of Israel and men who speak End
time prophecies (not criticize)

- Petition that plans of world leaders will be exposed for what they really
are.
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5. We need to execute the following battle plan:

Strategy:

We know the BATTLEFIELD: My life and
the Body of Christ

We know who will come up against the Body of Christ.
We know how they will attack the Body of Christ.

We know the TIMING of the engagement: NOW!!!

But before we go to war we need to be sure that we will get to the end, to
a time when the weapons of war will be laid down forever

[sa9:5-7

5 For every [tramping] warrior's war boots and all his armor in the
battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel
for the fire .

...7 Of the increase of His government and of peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from the [latter] time forth,
even forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

ISA2: 4

4 And He shall judge between the nations and shall decide [disputes] for
many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares and
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not | ift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any mo  re.
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OUR DEFENSIVE STRATERGY
A) Calling

We need to know that we are called and what it is that we have to do.

Jer1:9-10

9 Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord
said to me, Behold, | have put My words in your mouth

10 See, | have this day appointed you to the oversight of the nations and
of the kingdoms to root out and pull down , to destroy and to

overthrow , to build and to plant.

B) Take Ownership of the Place where God has placed
you

The prime example of this is Abraham who is given the land of Canaan.
He passes through the length and breadth of the land, sets up altars
and claims his inheritance.

Gen 13: 17 -18

“17 Arise, walk through the land , the length of it and the breadth of it ,
for 1 will give it to you

18 Then Abram moved his tent and came and dwelt among the oaks or

terebinths of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and built there an altar to the
Lord.”

Abraham marks off his covenantal territory with prayer altars.

1. Abraham enters Canaan in the North at Shechem / Shiloh

Gen 12: 6
"6 Abram passed through the land to the locality of Shechem, to the oak
or terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.”

The land is purchased by Jacob.

Gen 33: 19
“19 Then he bought the piece of land on which he had encamped from
the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for a hundred pieces of money.”
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. . Barren — Mount Ebal
Fertile — Mount Gerizim

This is the area where the Assembly of God / House of Jacob come to
repeat the covenant to “hear and do” the commandment, this time by
faith — in a land where God is not so directly evident as He was in the
wilderness.

2. Abraham goes West to Bethel D

Mount Bethel

Gen 12: 8 “8 From there he pulled up [his tent pegs] )
and departed to the mountain on the east of Bethel T——_

and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the
east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon
the name of the Lord.” |

It is here that Jacob confirms the covenant as the place which is the
gateway to heaven .

Gen 28: 12 — 13 “12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up

on the earth , and the top of it reached to heaven; and the angels of God
were ascending and descending on it!

13 And behold, the Lord stood over and beside him and said, | am the
Lord, the God of Abraham your father [forefather] and the God of Isaac; |
will give to you and to your descendants the land on which you are lying.”

3)  Abraham them moves South until he ends up in
Hebron

Gen 12: 9 ” 9 Abram journeyed on, still going toward the South (the
Negeb).”
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Abraham also purchases land

Gen 23: 9 “9 That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he
owns—it is at the end of his field. For the full price let him give it to me
here in your presence as a burial place to which | may hold fast among
you.”

4)  Abraham goes to make a sacrificial offering —
Jerusalem.

Gen 22: 2 “2 [God] said, Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom
you love, and go to the region of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt
offering upon one of the mountains of which | will tell you.”

David later purchases the land .
Abraham prophetically starts his journey into Canaan at Shechem .
The name has two meanings:

“Portion” - it is where you discover your place / role / destiny in the world
and it's the place where your abilities / talents are revealed.

“Shoulder” when everyone knows what his purpose is, he can join forces
with his brother to build a nation / the Body of Christ.

C) LIVE WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE COVENANT:
- Renew your mind
- Deal with: ~ Sexual Immorality

Murder

Idol Worship

Hatred etc.

D) TAKE UP THE DAILY LIVING REQUIREMENT FOR A
COMMITTED SON OF GOD

Put on the Armour of God

Eph 6: 10 — 20 “10 In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [be empowered
through your union with Him]; draw your strength from Him [that strength
which His boundless might provides].

11 Put on God’s whole armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier
which God supplies], that you may be able successfully to stand up
against [all] the strategies and the deceits of the devil.
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12 For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with
physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against the powers,
against [the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this present
darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly
(supernatural) sphere.

13 Therefore put on God’s complete armor , that you may be able to
resist and stand your ground on the evil day [of danger], and, having done
all [the crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your place].

14 Stand therefore [hold your ground],  having tightened the belt of
truth around your loins and having put on the breastplate of integrity and
of moral rectitude and right standing with God,

15 And having shod your feet in preparation [to face the enemy with the
firm-footed stability, the promptness, and the readiness produced by the
good news] of the Gospel of peace.

16 Lift up over all the [covering] shield of saving faith, upon which you can
guench all the flaming missiles of the wicked [one].

17 And take the helmet of salvation and the sword that the Spirit wields,
which is the Word of God.

18 Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with
all [manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that end keep alert and watch with
strong purpose and perseverance, interceding in behalf of all the saints
(God’s consecrated people).”

Worship God daily

Rev 5: 12 “12 Saying in a loud voice, Deserving is the Lamb , Who
was sacrificed, to receive all the power and riches and wisdom and might
and honor and majesty (glory, splendor) and blessing!”

Be faithful

Rev 3: 8 — 13 “8 | know your [record of] works and what you are doing.
See! | have set before you a door wide open which no one is able to shut;
I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept My

Word and guarded My message and have not renounced or denied
My name.

...10 Because you have guarded and kept My word of patien  t
endurance [have held fast the lesson of My patience with the expectant
endurance that | give you], | also will keep you [safe] from the hour of trial
(testing) which is coming on the whole world to try those who dwell upon
the earth.

11 I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one may rob
you and deprive you of your crown.
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12 He who overcomes (is victorious), | will make him a pillar in the
sanctuary of My God; he shall never be put out of it or go out of it, and |
will write on him the name of My God and the name o f the city of My
God, the new Jerusalem, which descends from My God out of
heaven, and My own new name.

13 He who can hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit says to the
assemblies (churches).”

Be obedient

Celebrate the Memorials — Purim (Priest / Prophet) and Chanukah
(King).

This is how the Jewish people celebrate these feasts and time.
(For a more detailed study on celebrating these feasts, see the books of
Purim and Chanukah available from Kanaan Ministries)

We have been under the same attacks . Study this prototype and take
what you can / want to use in your own personalized celebration. Ask the
Holy Spirit to give you new revelation to celebrate with today’s music, etc.

Remember, we do not gather to remember the moment, but the
- Past

- Present

- and Future.

We gather to publicize, to recite and shout the Name of Hashem / God in
public .

Remember the celebration of the all out attack by the type of Rome /
Babylon needs to reflect both Purim and Chanukah and the restoration of

the Prophetic word. RRY ‘, YRYRYITP

0000600000

88



OUR OFFENSIVE STRATEGY

A) Calling of the Warriors

In every generation God has called on His representatives on earth to
stand in the gap and be counted as watrriors .

1. God calls Abraham and his family of + 300 people to take the
land of Canaan

2. God calls Moses to set up the Tabernacle as the permanent
place for God’s glory to reside.

He sets up the tabernacle So that God’s

He anoints the tabernacle presence can

He sanctifies the tabernacle dwell there.

— Moses also leads his people out of Egypt and leads them to
numerous victories.

3. God calls Joshua

Jos. 24: 13 - 14 *13 | have given you a land for which you did not labor
and cities you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat from vineyards
and olive yards you did not plant.

14 Now therefore, [reverently] fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity
and in truth; put away the gods which your fathers served on the other
side of the [Euphrates] River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.”

An excavation in Israel recently found an altar dated back to Joshua’s
time.
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Mount Ebal — Part of Manasseh Territory

(a) A hewn stone structure — 25 ft (7,62m) long and 30 ft (9,1m) wide and 6.5 ft
(1,98m) high.

(b) Filling of the bones of bulls / sheep / goats
No bones from unclean animals i.e. cats/dogs/donkeys.

(c)Low inclining slope so that the priest’'s ankles would not be revealed. Ex 20:26

(d) Interesting find: a scarab — an three quarter meter long oval shaped
Egyptian dung beetle dated back to the period between Ramses Il and 11l
(The time of the Exodus).

Joshua applies another principle to ensure a successful offensive
strategy.

He allocates land as an inheritance to each tribe a  nd family, each
man therefore has something to fight for.

4. God calls Samson God called him to start the war against the
Philistines. His story shows an interesting and unique battle plans for
different circumstances.

5. The Assembly / Church of God — We have been commanded to put
on the armour and to stand.
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6. The Martyred Saints

Rev 17: 6 “6 | also saw that the woman was drunk, [drunk] with the
blood of the saints (God’s people) and the blood of the martyrs [who
witnessed] for Jesus. And when | saw her, | was utterly amazed and
wondered greatly.”

B) BOOK OF WAR

We find reference that God has a Book of War. Is your name written
down as a warrior for the Kingdom of Light?

Num. 21:14 “14 That is why it is said in the Book of the Wars of the Lord:
Waheb in Suphah, and the valleys of [the branches of] the Arnon [River],”

C) CALL UPON THE ARMY OF ANGELS, WHICH GOD
HAS PUT IN PLACE FOR US.

Ezekiel describes God's army of angels which are ready to move on our behalf.

Our goal is to open the spiritual atmosphere above our home / city / land from a
ladder (Jacob’s ladder — Gen. 28:12) to a spiritual double Highway (Is. 40:3;
Is. 49:11).

Gen. 28:12 “12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth,
and the top of it reached to heaven ; and the angels of God were ascending
and descending onit!”

Is. 40:3 “3 A voice of one who cries: Prepare in the wilderness the way of the
Lord [clear away the obstacles]; make straight and smooth in the desert a
highway for our God !”

Paul takes only one verse to describe the entire hierarchy of satan. Long before
this, in the days of Ezekiel (in the Book of Ezekiel), God reveals His structure in
much greater detail. There are two good reasons for this:

1. To give us something to imagine / see and to hold onto during trials and
tribulations

2. To tell us that this army will be instrumental in the events surrounding the last
days and the establishment of the New Jerusalem which is described in the last
few chapters of Ezekiel (Chapter 38 and onwards).
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Ezek. 1:10 “10 As for the likeness of their faces,
they each had the face of a man [in front], and
each had the face of a lion on the right side and
the face of an ox on the left side; the four also had
the face of an eagle [at the back of their heads].”

What is relevant and amazing is the complex

hierarchy, which is in place.

What is amazing is, that the unit of four is always

focused on the goal, but at the same time, they

cover all four directions: South, North, East, West and are on the watch
all the time.

The entire army is always in unity .

Ezek 1: 16 “16 As to the appearance of the wheels and their
construction: in appearance they gleamed like chrysolite; and the four
were formed alike, and their construction work was as it were a wheel
within a wheel.”
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Lowest level of angels who touch the earth.

Ezek 1: 15 “15 Now as | was still looking at the living creatures, | saw
one wheel upon the ground beside each of the living creatures with its
four faces.”

This is the next level of angels.

Ezek 1: 5-6 “5 And out of the midst of it came the likeness of four living
creatures [or cherubim]. And this was their appearance: they had the
likeness of a man,

6 But each one had four faces and each one had four wings.”

Seraphim (see coal of fire). We are told in Isaiah 6: 6 which angels
brought coals of fire.

Ezek 1: 22 “22 Over the head of the [combined] living creature there
was the likeness of a firmament |, looking like the terrible and awesome
[dazzling of shining] crystal or ice stretched across the expanse of sky
over their heads.”

This verse tells us there is a firmament above the heads of the
angels.

Ezek 1: 25 “25 And there was a voice above the firmament that was
over their heads; when they stood, they let down their wings.”
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God’s voice comes from above even this.

The place where God resides Fourth Firmament

Ezek 1: 25-28 THRONE
The firmament above the K , \ Third Firmament
heads of the Seraphim (- ARCHANGELS:
Ezek. 1,22, 25 CHERABIM
Heb. 9:5 “

)
Ezek 1:5 &6 & Second Firmament

- SERAPHIM
Ezek 1:13 “Coals of fire” W\
= SERAPHIM living creatures

Is. 6:2 “Coals of fire”

/V with 4 faces

The army is joined i.e in QL’ First Firmament
permanent unity . Ezek. 1: ANGELS

Ezek. 1:16 “16 As to the appearance of the wheels
and their construction: in appearance they gleamed like

chrysolite; and the four were formed alike, and their
construction work was as it were a wheel within a wheel.

The Wheels touch the Earth EARTH
Ezek. 1:15
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D) We are called to defend God’s City of Jerusalem

Jerusalem is the center of the spiritual world

Ezek 5: 5 “5 Thus says the Lord God: This is Jerusalem; in the center of
the nations | have set her , and countries are round about her.”

Jerusalem is the prescribed place of worship, chosen by God.

Deut12: 5-7,10-11 *“5 But you shall seek the place which the Lord
your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put His Name and make
His dwelling place, and there shall you come;

6 And there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices
your tithes and the offering of your hands, and your vows and your
freewill offerings , and the firstlings of your herd and of your flock.

7 And there you shall eat before the Lord your God, and you shall
rejoice in all to which you put your hand, you and your households, in
which the Lord your God has blessed you.”

We are called to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

Ps 122: 6 “6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! May they prosper who
love you [the Holy City]!”

New Jerusalem

We realize that within the spiritual realm there is no physical space.
Concepts of an opposite nature can’t be together e.g. we know that sin
cannot be in heaven therefore the concept of good and bad can only be
found together in the physical realm on earth.

Spiritual entities, angels, can be bound to physical objects e.g. man, just
as the soul is bound to the body. It stands to reason that it is only in the
physical realm that different spiritual beings (kin gdom of light and
kingdom of darkness) can be brought together.

We read of a New Jerusalem / a New Temple, which will by a miracle, in
one day come down from Heaven.

Ezek 40: 2 “2 In the visions of God He brought me into the land of Israel
and set me down upon a very high mountain, on the south side of which
there was what seemed to be the structure of a city.”
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Ezek 48: 35 “35 The distance around the city shall be 18,000 [4 x 4,500]
measures; and the name of the city from that day and ever after shall be,
the lord is there.”

We therefore realize that the earthly Jerusalem is connected with to
Heavenly Jerusalem.

4" Firmament
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God says that, the very dimension of creation — the stars, moon etc. have
all been infused with His Torah / Word and will stand on His
commandment.

Jer 33: 25 “25 Thus says the Lord: If My covenant with day and night
does not stand , and if | have not appointed the ordinances of the
heavens and the earth [the whole order of nature],”

Finally God prays in Jerusalem.

Is 56: 7 “7 All these | will bring to My holy mountain and make them
joyful in My house of prayer . Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on My altar; for My house will be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”

Any spiritual force, representing the concepts of Persia, Greece, Rome
or Babylon , manifesting in the physical Jerusalem are therefore in
opposition to God’s will.

We therefore need to constantly pray, petition and intercede for God’s
City.
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E. PROPHETIC RESTORATION OF THE ANOINTING OF
THE PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING BY DAVID

The first book of the New Testament starts with the family tree of Jesus.

Matt. 1:5 “1 THE BOOK of the ancestry (genealogy) of Jesus Christ
(the Messiah, the Anointed), the son (descendant) o  f David, the son
(descendant) of Abraham.”

One would need to ask WHY there is this
emphasis on the connection with the
house of David? What purpose and goal
had David achieved which we need to
understand in order to stand in the battle
of spiritual warfare?

If we return to the story of David we find

the following Covenantal promise made
by God to David:

a) Promise that from David’s seed the Messiah will come.

2 Sam 7:12 “12 And when your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your
fathers, | will set up after you your offspring who shall be born to you,
and | will establish his kingdom .”

b) Promise that God will build:
- a House

- a Kingdom

- a Throne

2 Sam 7:13-17 “13 He shall build a house for My Name [and My
Presence], and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever .

14 1 will be his Father, and he shall be My son. When he commits iniquity,
I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the stripes of the sons of
men.

15 But My mercy and loving-kindness shall not depart from him, as | took
[them] from Saul, whom | took away from before you.”

16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before
you; your throne shall be established forever.

17 In accordance with all these words and all this vision Nathan spoke to
David.
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c) Promise of the “time” to come.

There is an implication that a Son of David (Jesus the Messiah) will rule.
This is clearly in a time which is yet to come . Why?

1. The people are at rest.

2 Sam. 7:1 “1 WHEN KING David dwelt in his house and the Lord had
given him rest from all his surrounding enemies,”

2. The people have a place of their own.

2 Sam. 7:10 “10 And I will appoint a place for My people Israel and will
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and be moved
no more . And wicked men shall afflict them no more, as formerly”

What was the reason why this family line was so acc  eptable to God?

We see in the book of Exodus that God has sought to re-establish the
anointing of prophet, priest and king in the life of Moses.

KING, PROPHET AND PRIEST

Just before Moses died he pronounced a final blessing over Israel. Before
he blessed each tribe individually he first issues a commandment to the
entire congregation of Jacob “that we should keep the Torah (law) as a
legacy/heritage forever”.

Deut 33:4

When Moses commanded us a law, as a possession for the assembly of
Jacob.

The first thing to note is that it is a commandment to the congregation
i.e. to all those who believe that God is the Father of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. This “all” include the direct descendants as well as those who are
“born again” by faith.

Secondly , we must keep the Torah, i.e. we must trust and obey God’s
Word in its fullest sense.

Thirdly , when the congregation (whole Body) keeps the Torah (in unity)
then the result is a legacy/heritage.

99



What is a legacy/heritage? It is an inheritance that is passed onto the
children in a magnified manner, exponential growth, during the lifetime of
the father.

God’s plan to implement this in the family is when the father fulfils his roles
as prophet, priest and king.

It is clear that God's intention was that one figure would be worthy to fill all
three roles in unity and power. However, we find that this was not the
case with Moses. Why?

God’s intervention (life changing) in Moses’ life happened at the event
called the “burning bush”.

Moses called to kingship

He saw the burning bush and went closer until... “God said, Do not
come near; put your shoes off your feet, for the place on which you
stand is holy ground” (Ex 3:5).

We see that it's holy ground (holo'm), which indicates
kingship/monarchy. God called Moses to lead the people. However,
Moses declined the calling to kingship .

Ex 3:11, 13; 4:1 “And Moses said to God, Who am I, that | should go to
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt? ... When | come to the
Israelites and say to them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you,
and they say to me, What is His name? What shall | say to them?
They will not believe me or listen to and obey my voice; for they will say,
The Lord has not appeared to you.”

We know that Moses had been aware of God for a long time. The time of
loneliness in the desert must have led to prayer and intercession.

It is clear that Moses knew who God was — he just didn’t see himself as
the one who should be God’s instrument as king . It is likely that his sense
of prayer and intercession and spiritual awareness had already been well
developed (he clearly flowed in these gifts easily later on) and so could
easily have thought that his calling was rather to be a priest.
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Moses called to priesthood

Moses continued to debate with God. God moved to test Moses in the
area/calling of priesthood .

Ex 4:2 “And the Lord said to him, What is that in your hand? And he said,
Arod.”

We see God identify the “sign” of the priest as the staff : What is that (zeh)
in your hand?

In a process of two miracles, the rod turning into a snake and
back again and his hand turning leprous and back again, God
showed Moses that, as priest and intercessor, the relationship
would blossom and be sufficient to deal with every situation.

However, Moses declined the priesthood.

Ex 4:10, 13 “And Moses said to the Lord, O Lord, | am not eloquent or a
man of words, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant;
for I am slow of speech and have a heavy and awkward tongue... Oh, my
Lord, | pray You, send by the hand of [some other] whom You will send.”

Moses as Prophet / Torah Scholar

God’s anger was raised against Moses (Ex 4:14). And so
Aaron, the Levite, was raised to High Priest and Moses
was only a Levite, but the one who became the prophet
scholar. This role was later confirmed when God called
him to “stand here by Me ” and Moses lived out this calling
until he died.

101



Deut 5:31-33 “But you [Moses], stand here by Me, and | will tell you all the
commandments and the statutes and the precepts which you shall teach
them, that they may do them in the land which | give them to possess.
Therefore you people shall be watchful to do as the Lord your God has
commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.
You shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God has commanded
you, that you may live and that it may go well with you and that you may
live long in the land which you shall possess.”

Moses went on to become a great prophet / scholar, teacher of the Word
of God. His rejection of God'’s role for him to lead with all three roles of
prophet, priest and king unified, means that we find that the role of prophet
and priest are interrelated, but the role of priest is always mutually
exclusive of the role of kingship/monarchy .

Prophet/Priest
Torah scholar

King
Monarchy

We will later discuss some of the results when those roles are taken on by
the wrong bloodline and the consequences that come from that.

SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY

We have just seen that God has a plan for the implementation of His Will
through the function of a person in all levels of his being, functioning in
complete unity.

Paul speaks out, at the end of his letter to the Thessalonians, a blessing of
a functioning individual and an image of the Body of Christ.
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1 Thes 5:23-24 *“And may the God of peace Himself sanctify you through
and through [separate you from profane things, make you pure and wholly
consecrated to God]; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved
sound and complete [and found] blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Faithful is He Who is calling you and utterly trustworthy, and
He will also do it [fulfill His call by hallowing and keeping you].”

The most important facts are:

1. Complete sanctification.
2. Whole spirit, soul and body.
3. Those who are faithful (trust and obey ) will do it.

Jesus repeats this principle in Matt 22:37:

And He replied to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind .

Jesus is expanding on the greatest commandment to love God with all of
your heart, soul and mind. Although He uses the word “mind ” He is not
talking about the mind in the sense of intellect, but in the sense of the
body, i.e. a physical being, which is actually moving to perform God’s will
because the mind has issued the instruction.

We can now illustrate this interaction/relationship as follows:

King Priest Prophet
Spiritual
calling
Physical evidence | Spirit, Heart Body Soul (mind, will
of the outworking and emotions)
of God’s purpose

This principle is defined in 1 Cor 15:46:

1 Cor 15:46 “But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical
and then the spiritual.”

This implies that we have to do, carry out physically, God’s will and desire
for our lives before the results can be seen in the spiritual dimension.

How do we physically react to God’s Word, i.e. eyes, ears, nose and
mouth?

103




If we take time to rearrange these in context to the “calling” and unity of my
being (body, soul and spirit) we get the following:

King Priest Prophet
Spiritual
calling
Physical units of a | Spirit Body Soul
being
Sense Mouth — to taste | Nose — to smell Eyes — to see and

the offering of
the king; speak.

(the scent of the
sacrifice)

read;

Ears — to hear the
Torah;

Thought — to reason.

The process of reasoning is to pull a story through from the concept of
unity of the individual to the spiritual purpose and function of God. God’s
reflection of His unity/function is found in the earthly temple. The temple
furniture is an image of that found in the Heavenly Temple.

Heb. 8:5 “5 [But these offer] service [merely] as a pattern and as a
foreshadowing of [what has its true existence and reality in] the heavenly
sanctuary. For when Moses was about to erect the tabernacle, he was
warned by God, saying, See to it that you make it all [exactly] according to
the copy (the model) which was shown to you on the mountain.”

We analyse the Temple, highlighting the following furniture:

1. Table of shewbread

Ex 37:11 “He overlaid it with pure gold and made

a molding of gold around its top.”
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This speaks of wealth, of plenty, of the abundance of
provision, which is the inheritance of a king .

2. The golden altar

When at rest, the altar stands with the poles out of the

rings — at a place of submission to God
sacrifice made of prayer,

causes incense to rise up to God.

Every

petition and intercession
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Ex 37:26 “He overlaid it with pure gold, its top, its sides round about, and \

its horns; also he made a rim around it of gold.”
peoatgnnd

_ ST
3. The ark and the menorah F{@@ﬁf’//
The menorah points to the Light of God: As its flame burns =
forever so does God’s goodness. This speaks of a good “name”. _
”
The ark represents a throne for God's Presence . God's C.;-—._;

Presence is given to us through His Torah
(Word) and the Holy Spirit.

Ex 37:2 “He overlaid it with pure gold within and
without and made a molding or crown of gold to
go around the top of it.”

These artifacts of the temple are the only ones
that are covered by gold. Gold represents the
purity of God and is a crown .

We have a heritage/legacy/inheritance of a crown :
The crown of the prophet/Torah scholar

the  crown of the priesthood,

and the  crown of the kingship

If we live a life of victory, purpose and destiny we will be
known as a Royal Priesthood, a separate people set
apart.

David lives and breathes the prophetic return of the unity of the anointing
of prophet, priest and king.

In his lifetime he functions in all of these anointings — many of the Psalms
are evidence of his understanding and insight of the path which the
Messiah would walk many /14 (Matt.1:17) generations later.

In his own way he expressed a “shadow” of the things to
come, of Jesus.

Largely because of his prophetic calling and lifestyle he set
up a platform for the Jewish nation to stand upon when the
attacks manifested themselves.
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THE LIFE OF DAVID AS A PROPHETIC SHADOW FOR THE
RESTORATION OF THE PROPHETIC ANOINTING BY JESUS.

Jesus Himself speaks of and asks the people whether God had made
covenant with the house of David.

John 8:41-42 *41 You are doing the works of your [own] father. They said
to Him, We are not illegitimate children and born out of fornication; we
have one Father, even God.

42 Jesus said to them, If God were your Father, you would love Me and
respect Me and welcome Me gladly, for | proceeded (came forth) from God
[out of His very presence]. | did not even come on My own authority or of
My own accord (as self-appointed); but He sent Me.”

In Hebrews God declares that Jesus is the One of whom the prophet of
old spoke.

Heb. 1:1-2 “1 IN MANY separate revelations [each of which set forth a
portion of the Truth] and in different ways God spoke of old to [our]
forefathers in and by the prophets,

2 [But] in the last of these days He has spoken to us in [the person of a]
Son, Whom He appointed Heir and lawful Owner of all things, also by
and through Whom He created the worlds and the reaches of space and
the ages of time [He made, produced, built, operated, and arranged them
in order].”

Jesus shows that David intimately knew the Holy Spirit — he had freedom
and liberty to come into the temple.

Mark 2:25-26 “25 And He said to them, Have you never [even] read what David
did when he was in need and was hungry, he and those who were accompanying
him?—

26 How he went into the house of God when Abiathar was the high priest, and
ate the sacred loaves set forth [before God] , which it is not permitted or lawful
for any but the priests to eat, and [how he] also gave [them] to those who were
with him?”

Peter tells us of the word of Jesus and tells the people that David spoke /
prophesied of the life and purpose of Jesus.

Acts 2:25-29 *“25 For David says in regard to Him , | saw the Lord constantly
before me, for He is at my right hand that | may not be shaken or overthrown or
cast down [from my secure and happy state].

26 Therefore my heart rejoiced and my tongue exulted exceedingly; moreover,

my flesh also will dwell in hope [will encamp, pitch its tent, and dwell in hope in

anticipation of the resurrection].
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27 For You will not abandon my soul, leaving it helpless in Hades (the state of
departed spirits), nor let Your Holy One know decay or see destruction [of the
body after death].

28 You have made known to me the ways of life; You will enrapture me [diffusing
my soul with joy] with and in Your presence.

29 Brethren, it is permitted me to tell you confidently and with freedom
concerning the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb
is with us to this day.”

Peter goes on to affirm and declare that David isa  n end-time
Prophet:

Acts 2:30-31 *“30 Being however a prophet , and knowing that God had sealed
to him with an oath that He would set one of his descendants on his throne,

31 He, foreseeing this, spoke [by foreknowledge] of the resurrection of the Christ
(the Messiah) that He was not deserted [in death] and left in Hades (the state of

departed spirits), nor did His body know decay or see destruction.”

David flows prophetically declaring an end time rev elation (Ps. 110):
a) Jesus has ascended to Heaven (verse 1)

b) He rules the Bride of Christ until... (verse 2-4)

c) He sees the end time battle (verse 5-6)

d) He sees the Heavenly reign from a New Jerusalem (verse 7).

THE LIFE OF DAVID AS A PRIESTLY SHADOW FOR THE
RESTORATION OF PRIESTHOOD BY JESUS THE
MESSIAH

God speaks through David to declare that the priesthood will be restored
by the Messiah.

1000 years before Jesus comes to the earth David in Ps. 110 writes:

Ps. 110:1 “1 THE LORD (God) says to my Lord (the Messiah), Sit at My right
hand, until | make Your adversaries Your footstool

2 The Lord will send forth from Zion the scepter of Your strength; rule, then, in
the midst of Your foes.

3 Your people will offer themselves willingly in the day of Your power, in the
beauty of holiness and in holy array out of the womb of the morning; to You [will
spring forth] Your young men, who are as the dew.

4 The Lord has sworn and will not revoke or change it: You are a priest forever,
after the manner and order of Melchizedek.”
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He declares through this Psalm:

1. that robes of the priest would be substituted for righteousness at Yom
Kippur.

2. that the wages of sin (death) would be taken out of our reach.

3. that the unequal animal sacrifice by a Levitical priesthood would be
replaced by a Perfect Priesthood of Jahshua as Messiah.

Peter in his sermon in Acts declares and verifiest  his very
statement:

Acts 2:32-36 “32 This Jesus God raised up , and of that all we [His disciples]
are witnesses.

33 Being therefore lifted high by and to the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promised [blessing which is the] Holy Spirit, He has
made this outpouring which you yourselves both see and hear.

34 For David did not ascend into the heavens; yet he himse  If says, The Lord
said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand and share My throne

35 Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.

36 Therefore let the whole house of Israel recognize beyond all doubt and
acknowledge assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ (the
Messiah)—this Jesus Whom you crucified.”

David understands and declares that the priesthood would be
restored to the order of Mechizedek:

Heb. 7:20-22 “20 And it was not without the taking of an oath [that Christ was
made Priest] ,

21 For those who formerly became priests received their office without its being
confirmed by the taking of an oath by God, but this One was designated and
addressed and saluted with an oath, The Lord has sworn and will not regret it or
change His mind, You are a Priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek .

22 In keeping with [the oath’s greater strength and force], Jesus has become the
Guarantee of a better (stronger) agreement [a more excellent and more
advantageous covenant].”

Gen. 14:18 “18 Melchizedek king of Salem [later called Jerusalem] brought out
bread and wine [for their nourishment]; he was the priest of God Most High,”

Ps. 110:3-4 “3 Your people will offer themselves willingly in the day of Your
power, in the beauty of holiness and in holy array out of the womb of the
morning; to You [will spring forth] Your young men, who are as the dew.

4 The Lord has sworn and will not revoke or change it: You are a priest forever,
after the manner and order of Melchizedek. ”
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THE LIFE OF DAVID AS A KINGLY SHADOW FOR THE
RESTORATION OF KINGSHIP BY JESUS THE MESSIAH

David sets the seat / throne of a restored Messianic Kingdom.

He sees the King sitting on the Holy Hill of Zion.

Ps. 2:6-8 “6 Yet have | anointed (installed and placed) My King [firmly] on My

holy hill of Zion .

7 1 will declare the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, You are My Son ; this day

[I declare] | have begotten You.
8 Ask of Me, and | will give You the nations as Your inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth as Your possession.”

David sees Jesus sitting at the Right Hand of the Father.

Ps. 110:1 “1 THE LORD (God) says to my Lord (the Messiah), Sit at
My right hand , until | make Your adversaries Your footstool.

2 The Lord will send forth from Zion the scepter of Your strength; rule,
then, in the midst of Your foes.”

David prophesies that Jesus, as Messiah, sitting at the Right Hand of the
Father is ruling His Bride through the Holy Spirit until His enemies are at
His footstool.

GOD LAYS CLAIM TO THE LAND AND THE THRONE

David therefore in his lifetime and in his Psalms establishes a principle in
the physical so that it can later manifest in the spiritual .

1. God lays claim to the land _ (Israel, a remnant) therefore God has
right to possess the earth.

Ps. 60:67 “6 God has spoken in His holiness [in His promises]: | will
rejoice, | will divide and portion out [the land] Shechem and the Valley of
Succoth [west to east].

7 Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also is My helmet (the
defense of My head); Judah is My scepter and My lawgiver.”

David rules as king over a united Israel.

Paul confirms that Jesus is the Heir to the Promise — because God owned
this part of the world, Israel, He can redeem (through Jesus) the whole
world.
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Rom. 4:13 *“13 For the promise to Abraham or his posterity, that he
should inherit the world , did not come through [observing the commands
of] the Law but through the righteousness of faith.”

2. God lays claim to the throne of David (God’'s rem  nant of a Godly
Kingship) and therefore His right to World Dominati on.

2 Sam. 7:16 “16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure
forever before you; your throne shall be established forever.”

David rules as a united king having been accepted as king by both Judah
and Israel so that God can confirm
Jesus as the King, as the
SOVEREIGN KING OVER THE
WHOLE REDEEMED WORLD. (Ps.
110:1)

Heb. 1:8-13 “8 But as to the Son, He
says to Him, Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever (to the ages of the
ages), and the scepter of Your
kingdom is a scepter of absolute
righteousness (of justice and
straightforwardness).

...13 Besides, to which of the angels
has He ever said, Sit at My right
hand [associated with Me in My royal
dignity] till I make your enemies a
stool for your feet ?”

Our Promise:

Jer. 15:20-21 “20 And | will make you to this people a fortified, bronze wall; they
will fight against you, but they will not prevail over you, for | am with you to save
and deliver you, says the Lord.

21 And | will deliver you out of the hands of the wicked, and | will redeem you out
of the palms of the terrible and ruthless tyrants.”
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REGENERATE YOUR SPIRIT — THE GIFT OF YOUTH

We have already debated the principle of Esau and Jacob — i.e. that
whatever kingdom we worship and serve gains the upper hand over the
other.

We find here, another application of this principle:

God'’s Kingdom on earth is a reflection of the Kingdom of Heaven. How
God runs the earth within the Body of Christ reveals something of Heaven
as well.

We all grow older and with age the physical body becomes weaker. So
too does our power in the spiritual realm become weaker with exhaustion
as we fight daily battles.

A Levite was called to “army work” in the temple but had to retire at the
age of 50.

Num. 8: 24-26 “24 This is what applies to the Levites: from twenty-five years old
and upward they shall go in to perform the work of the service of the Tent of
Meeting,

25 And at the age of fifty years, they shall retire from the warfare of the service
and serve no more,

26 But shall help their brethren in the Tent of Meeting [attend to protecting the
sacred things from being profaned], but shall do no regular or heavy service.
Thus shall you direct the Levites in regard to their duties.”

If you want to retain your youth — your gift of Iif e — then you need to draw
on the strength from the heart of the battle, from the comradeship with your
friends, from the role model of the heroes in battl e so that your enthusiasm

and drive will be kept alight in time of tribulatio n.

We must build memorials of the times when we record Spiritual victories so
that we can draw on this deposit in times of need.
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HOW DO | KEEP THE FESTIVAL?

Preparation for Purim

In the proceeding two weeks before Purim we go out of our
way to be happy and joyful.

The Fast

Esther agrees to see the king uninvited and asks the Jewish
people to fast for three days beforehand.

a) Why did she call for a fast? To lower the volume on our physical pursuits

in order to focus more acutely on our spiritual sel ves. This facilitates the
process of “teshuvah” — literally “return”. We return to our essential state of
purity . Esther called for a fast knowing that through soul-searching the Jews
would forge a spiritual connection necessary to make her mission successful

(and it paid off!!!). This fast took place in the month of
Nissan at Passover .

This is not a fast of sadness . Rather, the purpose of
the fast is elevation and inspiration ; to unify the
people (they were all focused on the fact that Esther
would approach the king).

b) There was another fast during the Purim story: The Jews fasted and prayed
on the 13" of Adar in preparation for their defence against Haman’s decree. The
Torah prescribes that whenever a Jewish army goes to war, the soldiers
should spend the previous day fasting . This is in stark contrast to a secular
army which spends the day preparing weapons and armaments. A Jew’s best
weapon is the recognition that strength and victory come only through G-d
(see Exodus 17:10).

The fast before a war helps us to focus on the fact that our success or failure is in
the hands of God. Additionally, the fact that we are physically weakened when
the battle begins assures us that any victory cannot be attributed to our physical
prowess. Mortals have limits, but God can achieve the impossible. During the
feast of Purim it is this one-day fast which is kept.

The fast begins at dawn (“A lot Hashachar”) and ends after nightfall (“Tzais
Hakochavim”). No eating or drinking is permitted. It is customary to extend the
fast until after the Megillah (Book of Esther) is read (except in walled cities,
where the Megillah is read on the night of the 15™). As on other public fasts, the
Torah reading is Exodus 32:11-14 & 34:1-10 .
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The four Mitzah of Purim

The celebrations of Purim are focused around four mitzah (action / activities) that
have to be done. They are:

1. The reading of the “Megillah”, the book of Esther.

2. The giving of presents to the poor.

3. The giving of presents to a friend.

4. The actual celebration and enjoyment of Purim.

1. Reading of the Book of Esther

Before reading the Book of Esther, the reader recites the
following three blessings.

Blessed are you O LORD our God, king of the universe,
Who has sanctified us with His commandments and has
commanded us regarding the reading of the Megillah.

Blessed are you O LORD our God, King of the universe,
Who has wrought miracles for our forefathers, in those days at this season.

Blessed are you O LORD our God, King of the universe, for giving us life, for
sustaining us and for enabling us to reach each season.

We emphasize the four places where God’s Name is hi  dden:
Esther 1:16, 1:20, 5:4 and 5:13.
2. Purim feast

We set a festive table and hold special meals during the day as well as at
night.

Feasting on Purim is considered a virtue. “Each family gathers and
eats and drinks together”. A man must rejoice on Purim and enjoy all
kinds of drinks and delicacies. Generally it is the custom to spread a
sumptuous feast, light candles and celebrate.

Special foods have become traditional and people have tried to find a symbolic

connection between them and the Purim miracle. Among the most popular foods
are the following:
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Hamantaschen
Also known in Hebrew as “Haman’'s Ears”. These are
pastries generally filled with poppy-seed and folded into
triangles. They were eaten in eastern Europe and Italy
and have come to occupy the place of honour among
the Purim foods in the various communities in Israel.

Kreplach
Ground meat wrapped in dough, also folded into a triangle.
The name is Yiddish and is said to be derived from the Hebrew names of the
holidays on which this food is eaten, namely, Yom Kippur (K), Hoshana Raba
(R) and Purim (P). The food is to be eaten only on holidays on which there is
striking or beating. On Yom Kippur the “kaporah” or expiatory sacrifice is
beaten, on Hoshana Raba willow branches and on Purim, Haman.

Purim Challah

For the Purim feast a special, very large challah decorated with raisins is
prepared. Special oil cakes are also baked, coated with egg white and
decorated with candies and sweets. A special name is given to thin wafers
which are cooked by frying in oil — “reselach”.

Purim Fish
Fish is cooked differently for Purim - in vinegar, raisins and spices.

Seeds

One custom is to eat different kinds of seeds — pumpkin, sunflower, nuts, etc.
This is to commemorate Esther’'s eating only seeds while she lived in the
king's palace.

3. The custom of sending food to the poor

Matanot L’evyonium: We give gifts of money to the poor. We set our own needs
aside and see the needs of our fellowman.

4. The giving of presents to one’s friends:

This is unique to Purim. This act was instituted by Mordecai and Esther to
remind and teach the Jewish people the characteristic of unity. We have to go
out of our way to broaden the scope of our relationships and to work on our
communication skills with everyone with whom we have interface. As we do this
we revert back to the state of the people at Mt. Sinai, a people described as “one
man with one head”.
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