Purim

We are coming to the beginning of the yearly
cycle that God requires us to keep. This §
cycle starts with Pesach (Passover). On the
calendar just before Pesach, we find the
man-ordained Festival of Purim

God’s Timing

We find in Genesis the revelation that the
“lights” in the firmament of the Heavens are
put there not primarily for light but with the
express purpose to be signs for the seasons.

The first question to be considered is
this:
Are you living a lifestyle which is in step
with God'’s timetable?

The Spirit of Amalek

God sets off His plan to establish the Nation of Israel with the symbol of Pesach. On
the way to the Promised Land, we find that the people of Amalek come to attack the
children of Israel.

Exodus 17:8-16 “8 Then came Amalek [descendants of Esau] and fought with Israel
at Rephidim.9 And Moses said to Joshua, Choose us out men and go out, fight

with Amalek . Tomorrow | will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my
hand.10 So Joshua did as Moses said and fought with Amalek; and Moses, Aaron,
and Hur went up to the hilltop.11 When Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed;
and when he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed.12 But Moses’ hands were heavy
and grew weary. So [the other men] took a stone and put it under him and he sat on
it. Then Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side and one on the other
side; so his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.13 And Joshua
mowed down and disabled Amalek and his people with the sword.14 And the Lord
said to Moses, Write this for a memorial in the book and rehearse it in the ears of
Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek f rom under the
heavens. 15 And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The Lord is my
Banner;16 And he said, Because [theirs] is a hand against the throne of the Lord,
the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation. ”




Many years later Saul also goes out to war
against the Amalekites, but fails to heed
God’s Word to destroy everyone.

. 1 Samuel 15:1-3 “1 SAMUEL TOLD Saul,
| The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His
people Israel. Now listen and heed the words
of the Lord.

2 Thus says the Lord of hosts, | have
considered and will punlsh what Amalek did to Israel, how he set h imself

against him in the way when [Israel] came out of Eg  ypt.

3 Now go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy all they have; do not spare them,

but kill both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.”

The second question to be considered at this time | S:
Are you following God’s commandments and promptings with a heart to totally
surrender to Him, or is self still determining your course?

Approximately 2,500 years ago, Haman an Amalekite, stands up against God’s
people in the time of Mordecai and Esther. Importantly, one must discern the plan of
the enemy.

1. They spoke with deceit and slander towards the king
2. They set traps for God’s people to fall into
3. They consulted with the occult for guidance on the timing of the attack

The spirit of Amalek will rise up in every generation

Exodus 17:16 “16 And he said, Because [theirs] is a hand against the throne of the
Lord, the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”

We have seen the likes of:
the Spanish Inquisition,
the Holocaust in Nazi Germany ,
persecution in Russia and recently
the threats from both Persia (modern-day
Iran) and the continual warfare from
Gaza/Palestine.

Take care to note the similar pattern of attack.

1. Propaganda to the world’s media (“us poor guys”)

2. The setting of traps by means of suicide bombers and thousands of rockets
fired into towns and villages without provocation

3. The consultation with every grouping of people who declare absolute hatred
against Israel




The third question to be considered is this — if we understand Paul’s teaching
in 1 Corinthians 15:46-48, that whatever we see, wh  atever we experience in the
physical will materialize in the spiritual, then:

Are you prepared for an attack:
Where you are slandered before your boss?
Where back-biting and strife is rife in all walks o f life — sport, ministry,
business, and politics?

The Victory Guaranteed

Moses promises us that the spirit of Amalek will
be defeated if we stand up and fight.

Exodus 17:14-16 “14 And the Lord said to
Moses, Write this for a memorial in the book
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua, that | will
utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek
from under the heavens.

15 And Moses built an altar and called the
name of it, The Lord is my Banner;

16 And he said, Because [theirs] is a hand
against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will
have war with Amalek from generation to
generation.”

Isaiah promises us that Yeshua will return to
take total and complete vengeance.

Psalm 63:6-7 “6 When | remember You upon my bed and meditate on You in the
night watches.
7 For You have been my help, and in the shadow of Your wings will | rejoice.”

It's Our Fight!

Just as it is recorded that Esther lived in a “time such as this ”, so too, this time is for
you and me. If we study the lives of Moses and Esther, we see a common thread.

We see recorded that:

1. Moses kept his hands pointed up to the |
Heavens

Exodus 17:11 “11 When Moses held up his
hand, Israel prevailed; and when he lowered his
hand, Amalek prevailed.

2. Esther called for a three day fast




Esther 4:16 “16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and
fast for me; and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. | also and my
maids will fast as you do. Then | will go to the king, though it is against the law;
and if | perish, | perish.

The war with Amalek is raging even today. The Jewish people still have a Covenant
with God. We, the born-again believers in Yeshua, are adopted in the family of God
— we become sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Spirit. Amalek therefore
rises up against you and me, and will rise up against Yeshua in the End Times.

Psalm 83:2-5 “2 For, behold, Your enemies are in tumult, and those who hate You
have raised their heads.3 They lay crafty schemes against Your people and
consult together against Your hidden and precious ones .4 They have said,
Come, and let us wipe them out as a nation; let the name of Israel be in
remembrance no more.

5 For they have consulted together with one accord and one heart; against You they
make a covenant—7 Gebal and Ammon and Amalek , the Philistines, with the
inhabitants of Tyre.”

The final question to be considered is this:
Are you aware of the forces set up against you as at this time?
Have you put on the Armour of God?
Are you fasting and praying for breakthrough?

A Song of Praise

God is the Stronger Partner in the Covenant that you have with Him. He has
promised that if we repent and return to Him, He will run to pick us up. His banner

Psalm 17:15 “15 As for me, | will continue beholding Your face in righteousness
(rightness, justice, and right standing with You); | shall be fully satisfied, when |
awake [to find myself] beholding Your form [and having sweet communion with
You].”

... iIs above our heads. We will not perish but live to see the victory!
It's A Festival!
It's time to remember the faithfulness of God. It's time to
celebrate the fact that we have been protected during this
year.
It's time to sing God’s praises and bless one another.

Go and enjoy a Purim meal.

Shalom!




