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INTRODUCTION
Most people associate prayer with moral good: benevolence, forgiveness, healing,
and reconciliation. Yet in some cases, people deliberately pray against others in
forms of what are called in these parts, "dangerous prayers,” that aim to harm or
remove another party. These cases raise interesting questions about the shadow
side of prayer.
Attention to dangerous prayers1 and to the unspoken, negative aspects of prayer reveals
interesting insights into how we might more fully understand prayer as a part of lived
religion.

Take a blatant and public example of dangerous prayers.
In January of 2012, the speaker of the Kansas House of Representatives, Mike O’Neal,
forwarded an email message urging his Republican colleagues to “Pray for Obama: Psalm
109:8.”
That scripture reads, “May his days be few; may
another take his office.” This is hardly a prayer offered
for Obama’s flourishing, and the next line is even
more malicious: “May his children be fatherless, and
his wife a widow.”
What? … Are you kidding me!
No, sir! I kid you not. That indeed happened. And,
Psalm 109 is real. You may want to crack open your
Bible and have a read. But, be warned.
Reader discretion advised for strong and graphic
language that might upset the sensitive. This speech
form is known as imprecatory prayer, from the Latin, imprecate, “invoking evil or divine
vengeance; cursing.”
The use of scripture as a form of imprecatory prayer has long been covertly practiced by
both Christians and non-Christians.
But the slogan to “Pray for Obama: Psalm 109:8” circulated openly on t-shirts and bumper
stickers during the 2008 presidential race.
Similarly, Reverend Wiley Drake, the second vice-president of the First Southern Baptist
Church, issued in 2006 a statement claiming that his prayers for the death of a slain
abortion provider George Tiller had been answered.
Here in Africa, there are numerous of such accounts.
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For additional study, see our Rule of the Victor & Dangerous Prayers:
http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=553
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Testimony times in many Churches are filled with rejoicing believers testifying about how
their enemies have died after messing with them. These instances give us a rare display of
imprecatory prayer not only in the public sphere, but also constitute prime examples of the
use of negative prayer in political circles and beyond.
These bizarre cases caught my attention, since cursing and imprecation are usually
associated in the popular imagination with my longtime area of fascination: the traditional
Afro-Haitian religion called Voodoo.
The negative image of Voodoo as sorcery is one that many have worked to dispel as part
of a project of ethnographic re-description.
They have worked to humanise Voodoo and portray its full role in Haitian society, writing
of elaborately developed prayers, liturgical rhythms, and songs, dances, and ritual that
serve to mediate between life and death, to construct family, and to heal.
In this non-dualistic Afro-Caribbean philosophical system, good and evil are not
understood to be essential absolutes. When one develops the ability to heal, one
automatically learns the way to harm.
While priests in the Voodoo tradition focus on healing, there is a branch of disreputable
specialists - disavowed by Voodoo priests - who practice a set of prayer rituals and wanga
(material “working” objects) that purport to impose the will of the religious or shamanistic
actor onto another person.
The Haitian ritual expert who performs this is called a malfaiteur, (literally: “evil-doer”) and
the term for this form of prayer is “malediction” (literally: “speaking evil”).
One form such prayer can take (as in the Kansas case) is the reciting of Old Testament
Psalms for a specific malediction against a person or group.
Here are two very different religious formations - evangelicalism and Afro-Haitian religion both using Psalms to pray against others.
They force us to consider dangerous prayers as a part of lived religion.
I have employed the term “dangerous prayer” as a conceptual, second-order category that
encompasses both spoken addresses to the Christian God (or other deities and spirits),
and ritual actions that aim to harm, debilitate, stop, remove, or weaken another party or to
impose the speaker’s will onto another party or series of events.
This umbrella term allows us to compare groups that are ordinarily kept quite distinct, such
as Christians and self-identified sorcerers.
Just as sorcerers are famous for their deployment of malediction, evangelical Christians
are well known for a branch of thought and practice known as “spiritual warfare,” which is
also a form of aggressive prayer.
Here in Africa, especially with the strong Nigerian influence on the PentecostalCharismatic Movement, this warfare has been taken to wild excesses. It is not uncommon
to see an entire hour of prayer dedicated to "killing enemies" through prayer.
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The catchphrase is, "Back To Sender!"
This is similar to how witches and warlocks engage in exchanges of spell casting, often
resulting in the demise of one or both parties under strange circumstances.

Well, the Church has joined in!
We have also entered into the ring and if witches can make incantations and hexes, we
too shall fight fire with fire!
Except that sometimes these "enemies" are imaginary.
Consequently, there are bound to be casualties of "friendly fire." Prayer was never
intended to settle personal scores or even as a defence mechanism against enemies,
whether real or perceived.
Sadly, it is not uncommon in our day to receive chilling warnings of, "I'll pray!" Traditionally,
such a statement has been a positive one … its good that someone should pray.
However, in these interesting times, it carries both overtones and undertones of, "Watch
your back! I'll kill you through praying for evil to befall you."

How is this threat from a Christian different from the warning of a
warlock?
Shouldn't the Police now consider "I'll pray for you!" as a case of threat to kill?
That would be interesting.
It's not uncommon in our Churches today, as earlier stated, to see teary-eyed devotees
testifying about how God killed their enemies after they prayed!
What? … Yes, sir!
Licensed to kill and with no evidence to warrant an arrest on a criminal charge.
Talk about the perfect crime!
Spiritual warfare is a precise term in the evangelical and neo-Pentecostal networks known
as the Third Wave Evangelical Movement, or the Revival Movement, whose best-known
theologian is C. Peter Wagner of Fuller Theological Seminary.
Spiritual warfare is the aggressive prayer needed to fight evil directly in the invisible realm.
This can take the form of “casting out evil” through “deliverance prayer,” in which the
Christian casts out evil or actual demons from another person under the authority of Jesus
(as depicted in Matthew 10:1, for instance).
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More ambitiously, warfare prayer also enables Christian “prayer warriors” to “pray down”
more powerful demons - those who have taken over entire areas of geographical territory
such as the Islamic world, or propagate widespread sinful activity such as alcoholism - and
allow for revival and Christian flourishing to surge in a given area or place.

A group of divinely “anointed prayer warriors” understand themselves to be doing battle in
the “spiritual realm” with Satan’s high ranking demons, and take their understanding of this
war from …
Ephesians 6:12 “We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities and
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places.”
Prayer warriors believe we are in a new age in which God is calling prophets and apostles
to become intercessors and to usher in the Kingdom of God through warfare prayer.
Spiritual warfare evangelicals have elaborated a complex theology and prayer practice
with a highly militarised discourse and set of rituals for doing “spiritual battle” and
conducting “prayer strikes” on the “prayer battlefield.”
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Warfare prayer may take place in Church, in large revival events, at semi-public
conferences in hotels, or in private spaces such as homes.
Prayer warriors may pray openly in “prayer walks” through public spaces, often in cities
where poverty and crime are rife.
Warriors may also do covert actions in public spaces when they are “on assignment” from
the Holy Spirit, in which case they might pray in small groups at key “demonic
strongholds,” such as massacre sites, neopagan temples, or abortion clinics.

Is warfare prayer a form of negative prayer?
Well, it does seek to impose “God’s Will” on others, in specific detail.
Muslims are meant to convert to Christianity,
Masonic lodges (seen as long standing demonic institutions) are meant to close
down, and
Bars and strip clubs to go bankrupt.
In some evangelicals’ narratives, warfare prayer ends with God killing people who are
working for demonic causes, such as an Alaskan woman who protested the use of prayer
in school board meetings and then died of a heart attack.
In such cases, violence or death are God’s judgment, and are part of the overarching
cosmic system of perfect justice that evangelicals long to help bring about.
Evangelical prayer warriors the world over teach vehemently against taking a course of
physical violence in the material world and becoming actual vigilantes. But in a tragic
trend, witchcraft killings and related incidents are on the rise worldwide.
United Nations reports show that in locations as diverse as New York City, London, Congo,
and Papua New Guinea, people are accusing others of being witches and attacking or
murdering them, including Christians!
Often the violence is gendered, with male witch-hunters attacking female “witches.”
Sometimes people are brutalized or killed during exorcism ceremonies, in which the
demons are beaten out of the accused witch.
Studying prayer as it is actually lived in the world means paying attention to such
aggressive forms of prayer, and exploring how ideas about dangerous and aggressive
prayers change over time in a given society.
We must also open up questions about the negative implications of prayer. Logically, even
if one prays for positive results in a certain area, it is possible that if it came to pass it
would be harmful for someone else.
• For instance, praying for victory for one side (in war, or in sports) is necessarily to pray
for defeat of another side.
• A prayer for one person to be chosen for a job is a prayer for the other applicants to be
rejected.
6

Researchers might ask whether the people praying in any given tradition take into account
any possible negative effects of their prayers.
Studying aggressive forms of prayer may mean asking how religious actors engage with
supernatural forces they perceive to be destructive, such as in exorcisms, or magic, and
how they control the ritual so they are not themselves harmed. It means figuring out how
explicitly negative prayer is rationalised or even justified by the person praying.
Does someone praying negatively imagine themselves to be partnering with destructive or
evil forces for their own gain, or do they imagine themselves to be neutral, or even
righteous?
Perhaps they imagine themselves to be in alliance with forces of ultimate good, which
demands an aggressive form of prayer.

How is negative prayer tied to conceptions of justice?
More and more studies are considering the positive effects of intercessory prayer and
healing, and some argue for tangible results that positive prayer can facilitate medical
recovery.
It bears considering whether negative prayer has similar negative effects. While it is
tempting to imagine that the religious people of the world are all praying beneficently for
peace and love, the fact is that all are not.
As you read this, someone may be praying against you, wishing you to fail, hoping to be
hired in your place, that you convert to their religion, or that “your days be few, and another
take your office.”

As things stand, you either learn how to fight back or risk dying young.

Interesting times!
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CHARISMATIC WITCHCRAFT by Dr. Robin Harfouche
A developed soul has not died to self. They have not become alive to God. Instead,
they’ve allowed the old man to take control of their renewed human spirit. Through prayer,
that person calls the desires of their developed soul into being. They will it to happen.
Human beings have a tendency to set their heart on a particular something and then cling
to it with their developed soul. It’s not the will of God, but they hold onto it with everything
in them until it comes to pass. In time, they will shipwreck.
That’s the realm of controlling spirits and it happens frequently in charismatic circles. It is
called charismatic witchcraft. It’s when people use the power of prayer or a spiritual gift to
force their soulish desires on another. It’s not the Will of God, so the Power of God does
not back it up. Its void of the Spirit of Truth. It’s a spiritual vacuum. Instead, the
inappropriate use of that gift acts as a door opener into the demonic realm.

What is charismatic witchcraft?
It’s the intercessor praying that the pastor would take the church in a different direction. It’s
a young woman praying that a certain man would have feelings for her. It’s the individual
who gives parking lot prophecies or lays hands on another with the intent of forcing a
desire on them through spiritual means. For this reason, many ministers have shied away
from teaching the Saints the true Word of God concerning spiritual gifts. They don’t want to
deal with charismatic witchcraft in the church.
I am going to expose charismatic witchcraft. I am not afraid to deal with it! Somebody may
say in their heart, “Dr. Robin, you’re opening up a can of worms.” You better believe I am! I
hope every worm gets exposed. I did not come out of the world to be tapped by somebody
else’s soulish bondage. I will not allow charismatic witchcraft or controlling spirits in our
church. It’s not people. It’s not a person. It’s a problem.
It’s a problem just like adultery or fornication. It requires deliverance.
When you read the headline of my column you probably had one of two thoughts:
(i) “Christians are practicing witchcraft?” or
(ii) “I’m not practicing witchcraft! I don’t read tarot cards, mix potions or cast
spells!”
The answer to the first thought is, yes!!
Christians ARE practicing witchcraft. As for your insistence that you are not practicing
witchcraft, well, you may not be moving in divination, but that doesn’t mean you aren’t
engaging in witchcraft.
Consider what the Bible says about witchcraft. It may surprise you to learn that what the
world (or even what the Wiccans) call witchcraft, is NOT always one in the same as what
the Bible calls witchcraft.
For example, when you think of witchcraft, you probably think of black magic or conjuring
the dead. Those abominations are covered in the Bible.
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But witchcraft is not always so mysterious.
Indeed, rebellion, word curses and works of the flesh also fall into the realm of witchcraft.
However you define it, though, practicing witchcraft is a serious sin, and far more
Christians are experts at sorcery than you may realize.

Rebellion Compared to Witchcraft
Remember when King Saul was ordered to utterly destroy the Amalekites and everything
they had: man, woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass?
Saul found victory in battle against Israel’s enemy by the Grace of God, but failed to obey
the Voice of God when the dust settled.
He spared Agag, the king of the Amalekites, and kept the best of the livestock (see 1
Samuel 15:1-9).
Saul proposed that his intention was to sacrifice the animals to the Lord, but there’s no
excuse for disobedience.
Saul was so stubborn that he at first refused to admit his disobedience … he actually
justified his actions.
Only after Samuel rebuked Saul did he catch the revelation that obedience is better than
sacrifice (see 1 Samuel 15:22).
In that rebuke and in Saul’s response, we find one way Christians are practicing a sin
that's in the realm of witchcraft ➛ through rebellion that arises when the fear of man is
greater than the fear of the Lord.
Let’s listen in on the exchange:
1 Samuel 15:23-24, KJV “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also
rejected thee from being king. And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy words: because I feared the people,
and obeyed their voice”.
Unfortunately, Saul didn’t learn his lesson. He continued disobeying God and eventually
lost his kingdom.
Fear of man was at the root of his rebellion, but rebellion grows from many roots. If you
see rebellion operating in your life, find the root and rip it out!
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Jezebel’s Word Curses
Then there’s Jezebel’s witchcraft.
In 2 Kings 9:22, right before the wicked queen’s demise, Jehu offered insight into an open
door for the Jezebel spirit when he told her son, “What peace, so long as the whoredoms
of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?”
The spirit of Jezebel is essentially a spirit of seduction that works to escort believers into
immorality and idolatry (see Revelation 2:20). And this spirit uses witchcraft against its
enemies.
Jezebel’s witchcraft was rooted in rebellion, but the type of witchcraft in this verse refers to
incantations and spells.
In the modern church world, we call them word curses.
Jezebel released a word curse against Elijah that carried a spirit of fear when she sent him
this message …
1 Kings 19:2, KJV “So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the
life of one of them by to morrow about this time”.
In modern times, word curses aren’t always so dramatic. When we speak negatively over
someone’s life i.e. “They will never hold down a job acting like that,” “Their marriage is
bound to fail the way he treats her,” “The doctors said he’s going to die in 30 days. Isn’t
that sad?” - we are agreeing with the enemy’s plan and giving power to it with our anointed
mouths.
The power of death and life are in the tongue (see Proverbs 18:21). If you are
inadvertently - or purposely - releasing witchcraft over people with the words of your
mouth, repent and get your mouth back in line with the Spirit of God.

Works of Your Flesh
Make no mistake … the Spirit of God is against
witchcraft in whatever form it takes, from
divination to magic to rebellion to word curses to works of the flesh.
Paul explained that the flesh lusts against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.
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What are the works of the flesh?
Galatians 5:19-21 lists them:
• adultery,
• fornication,
• uncleanness,
• lasciviousness,
• idolatry,
• witchcraft,
• hatred,
• variance,
• emulations,
• wrath,
• strife,
• seditions,
• heresies,
• envyings,
• murders,
• drunkenness,
• revellings, and such like.
Notice that witchcraft is listed right alongside adultery and fornication. Witchcraft is a
serious offense in any manifestation.
As a work of the flesh, witchcraft violates the First Commandment “You shall have no other
gods before me.”
The flesh opposes the move of the Spirit and resists all things spiritual.
This is a serious struggle because Paul assures us that those who practice witchcraft will
not inherit the kingdom of God (see Galatians 5:21).
But there is yet good news. If you walk in the Spirit, you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh
(see Galatians 5:16).
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How do you know if you are walking in the Spirit?
The fruit of the Spirit is …
• love,
• joy,
• peace,
• longsuffering,
• kindness,
• goodness,
• faithfulness,
• gentleness and self-control.
When you walk in the Spirit, this fruit manifests.
• If you know you are disobeying God in an area, repent of this sin, which God views in
the same way as witchcraft, and get back in line with the Spirit.
• If you are cursing people with your negative words of gossip and death, stop practicing
this witchcraft and begin blessing.
• If you are flowing in fleshly witchcraft, crucify your flesh with its passions and desires.
• If you live in the spirit, walk in the Spirit—and walk free from the practice of witchcraft.
Amen.
Meaning of Passive-aggressive behaviour
“denoting or pertaining to a personality type or behavior marked by the expression of
negative emotions in passive, indirect ways, as through manipulation or noncooperation”
There are many in the churches that are in disagreement with their leaders or other
ministries.
• The enemy has used their frustration, wounds, rejections or disapproval to pull them
into passive-aggressive witchcraft.
• They are in the shadows hurling javelins of disapproval, slander, accusation and gossip.
• While publicly, acting as though you're in agreement and complying.
It does not matter where you go or who your leader is, your passive-aggressive
nature has birthed a critical spirit inside of you!!

The devil is using ‘guerrilla warfare’ in the body of Christ.
Many people are operating in passive-aggressive witchcraft, and may not know it.
Guerrilla warfare is unconventional warfare; the enemy fights from the shadows.
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The same is true of passive-aggressive behaviour within the body. It's a way of quietly
subverting something or someone in the shadows and behind the scenes.
This is done through:
• stubbornness,
• laziness,
• misplacing things,
• anger,
• gossip,
• manipulation,
• slander or
• procrastination
… while portraying an attitude of cooperation.
The Lord woke me up early this morning. I was immediately pulled into a vision with God
speaking these words, "The hour of violent warfare is upon the body. Its time to expose
undercover witchcraft."
In the vision, I see the Bible opened, and
combats boots coming out of the Word of
God. These combat boots began to march
in sets of four down the street with
beautiful uniformity.
The Lord began to hand the Rose of
Sharon out to each pair of combat boots.
As the rose was handed out, the boots
became aggressive against opposition.
I looked to my left and right.
There were innocent people standing around untouched by the combat, and soothed by
peace.
God is raising up a mighty army of apostolic and prophetic companies, which will combat
passive-aggressive warfare with the Word of the Lord.

They will be aggressive in their warfare, but take no innocent casualties.
They will operate in unity, be governed by Truth of the Word and never lose peace in the
midst of battle.
The Lord is exposing what the enemy has tried to mask with passive-aggressive
behaviour.
• The mask is being taken off.
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• Hearts and motives are being exposed in this hour.
• What has been done, spoken in secret and in passing will no longer be tolerated. It will
be revealed.
• The hidden things are coming to light.
• Many are cursing and assassinating fellow believers, leaders and ministries with their
words and accusations (javelins).
• Many are being hit by "friendly fire."
• Jealously and the unwillingness to shift to the new in this season, is fuelling the javelins
being released.
"You are either for Me or against Me" says the Lord. "I'm revealing hearts and taking the
masks off. You will see clearly who is for Me and against Me. Get your heart right in this
season. For when you oppose your brother or sister, you're opposing me. I will oppose
those who oppose Me."
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