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Our Goal / Purpose in Messiah

How Moses’ Leadership model deals with the Four
Spirits of Pharaoh
It is Passover again.
While we can focus on the actual Feast and what it means to us as believers, we are
expected to take the lessons of life with us into the new domain and new season / cycle.
This year is a year of change. This is not a prophetic statement, just a record of fact. The
world economy continues to go up and down, refugees continue to stream into the USA
and Europe, the wars in the Middle-East have continued for a decade already with no end
in sight, and the weather patterns are most certainly no longer what we would normally
expect.
In addition, the spiritual clash between the two Arab streams seems to be coming to a
head. And the church is no different, with a tremendous swing in values from one side to
the other
The children of Jacob had been living in Goshen for years - long after the drought and
famine had ended. There was no longer a reason to stay.
Unfortunately, comfort and an easy life, will not cause people to make a change.
At a point in time they become slaves to Pharaoh … how did this happen? Did he offer
them work and then make life difficult, or did he get them to compromise on their values ?
A. FIRST Spirit of Pharaoh - he distracts us from our purpose.
We are called to build God’s Kingdom. This does not mean just setting up another church,
but building unity amongst all believers, in the city where you stay - getting everyone to
work to a common vision – accepting that different groups have different roles to play, but
striving for the overall Body to be reflecting the glory of God, and taking dominion over a
territory.
Pharaoh allows us to stay in Goshen - it would appear to us that we are separated from
the rest - in other words, we can live according to our own values. Initially, he allows us to
be herdsman, fulfilling our own needs from the work that we do. Although nothing is said
about a belief system, it would appear that we could still worship the God of our fathers.
But then Pharaoh gives us a challenge – “Come and build some of the greatest cities in
the world for me” – “just think about the prestige when people know who did this” - think
about the ego – “you will be famous” - and at the same time Canaan seems far away – “we
can always do that later!!”
Working in building God’s Kingdom takes time, takes focus, and does not build the ego so Pharaoh’s distraction looks good to the old-man / flesh.

Page 3 of 11

B. SECOND Spirit of Pharaoh - he destroys the next generation
We are called to take dominion and multiply. By allowing others to determine what we do in
life, whether by free will or choice, means that we have abdicated that responsibility. When
we no longer can determine our own future, we are stripped of our identity.
However, Pharaoh then goes further and somehow gets the midwives to agree to murder
all the boy babies.

Why not the girls?
Women kept the homes, did the domestic work, probably also worked in the fields at that
time. (Fortunately, times have changed and women are now recognized with the Biblical
right of equality).
However, the men had the potential to become warriors—men of war. So, eradicating the
boys, took care of the threat of a rebellion, but also made sure that the next generation
would be destroyed.
Exodus 1:16 “When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.”
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The combination of being a slave (having no freedom of choice), and having the next
generation removed, means that a nation does not have the ability to raise up a generation
of Caleb - men with a vision.
NOW ENTERS MOSES in this Time and Space
Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s palace - he knows the working of the courts of Pharaoh.
More importantly, he knows how the political system works.
However, 40 years of wilderness and a burning bush experience, have brought him back
to Egypt. Moses will have to get the people to change their vision of themselves as slaves,
to one where they are free men.
Exodus 3:2-6 “And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst
of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3And
Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4When
the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then He said, “Do not come near; take your sandals
off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6And He said, “I am
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.”
1. Moses reminds them about God
He reminds them of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He tries to build
their faith with words. However, actions speak louder than words, and the whips of the
men of Pharaoh bite into the flesh.
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We learn that prophetic promises seldom overcome physical discomfort - but we also
know that words tend to linger on in the minds. Soon the thoughts will turn into possibilities
and plans as people begin to see opportunities.
2. Moses challenges them with the plagues.
We understand that Pharaoh is the ultimate target of the plagues.
However, the children of Israel also need to be pushed into believing that freedom is a
possibility.
They will experience the wrath of God through the first three plagues. And then they will
see the effect of His saving grace …
They will experience the blessing of being covered by the Hand of God—whilst they
live in Goshen they will watch the plagues fall on Egypt, and yet never feel the pain /
loss of the Egyptians.
They also get to see the consequence of compromise. They will watch as Pharaoh
agrees, and then changes his mind—how he attempts to get an agreement with God –
“the men can go” – and then “you can go but leave the animals ..”
They see and hear the compromises and watch how God reacts … they come to
understand that God means what He says … they can believe that He will do whatever He
says He will do.
The faith of the Israelites will start to grow - but will this be enough?
Exodus 5:20-21 “They met Moses and Aaron, who were waiting for them, as they came
out from Pharaoh; 21and they said to them, “The Lord look on you and judge, because you
have made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh and his servants, and have put a sword in their
hand to kill us.”

3. Moses will get them to plan and then to leave
In times of great change, one should not make hasty decisions, nor should you move
without a plan. God knows that we need to have structure in the Body of Messiah.
Moses tells them - it’s a long trip … take only that which you can carry.
Think about that for a minute. How would you react?
Could you leave with a bed, what about that old comfortable chair that came from
grandma? And all the clothes and shoes that you bought on last year’s sale!
Things can be replaced … your freedom is worth so much more than things.
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Exodus 12:31-34 “Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out
from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as you
have said. 32Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless
me also!” 33The Egyptians were urgent with the people to send them out of the land in
haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.” 34So the people took their dough before it was
leavened, their kneading bowls being bound up in their cloaks on their shoulders.”
Moses tells them to keep the Passover meal. As human we need to remember moments of
change.
The Passover Feast is a kind of memorial stone planted in our past.
Each year as we celebrate Passover we look back on many years of those memorial
stones. Every one tells a story of a particular year.
When we consider the events of that year, we realize:
How God blessed us,
How He delivered us from certain circumstances,
How He gave us new manna and fresh revelation from the Word—the water of life.
C. THIRD Spirit of Pharaoh - he will pursue us one last time
The people get to the Red / Reed sea. In front of them is this mass of water. Behind them
comes Pharaoh with 600 chariots. Now I know that this sounds terrifying - and chariots
against ordinary men seems unfair - but each chariot could only carry two men: one was
the driver, and one had a bow with arrows - against a force of 600,000 men.
Exodus 14:5-7 “When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of
Pharaoh and his servants was changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we
have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 6So he made ready his chariot and
took his army with him, 7and took six hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of
Egypt with officers over all of them.”
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And the Israelites are afraid. Whenever you have overcome a fear or a problem in your
life, and you think that you now have victory, the Pharaoh of this world will come back one
more time to challenge you to see if you will stand. Your victory is equivalent to the force of
600,000 men - your enemy is only the 600 chariots.

But the question is will you stand and take courage?
4. Moses gets them to see the future
He gets them to raise their eyes and look at the land on the other side of the sea. As the
walls of water stand up and the land dries under their feet, they no longer see the water,
but the Land of Promise on the other side.
We need to have vision of our future.
We call this a mikveh … a baptism ritual that will forever be a seal over this time in your
life.
We have to bring closure to our past.
We have to say goodbye all to slave mentality.
We have to see the waters close over the Egyptian army.
Exodus 14:27-28 “So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to
its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD
threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea,
not one of them remained.”
And then we need to learn to worship and praise God for His faithfulness!!
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Exodus 15:1-3 “Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying,
“I will sing to the LORD, for He has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has
thrown into the sea. 2The LORD is my strength and my song, and He has become my
salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him, my father’s God, and I will exalt Him. 3The
LORD is a man of war; the LORD is His Name.”
E. Fourth Spirit of Pharaoh … he shows us how to harden our hearts.
The way that Pharaoh goes about speaking to God, about the way that he tries to
negotiate a better deal, about the callousness with which he can make decisions that
impact severely on others yet feel no remorse for their pain, is not so unique as we think.
Many people try to do things their own way…mostly because they fail to ask God for
direction, but often out of sheer stubbornness.
We tend to think that it is only Pharaoh that acts like this. However, God often speaks that
way about His own people—only the translators have conveniently used another meaning
for the same Hebrew root word. When God speaks about us He uses the word stiffnecked.
The Hebrew word is Strong’s 7185 “ka-sha” and contains the following meanings:
- stubborn, or
- stiff-necked
To compromise is so easy – it is the art of seduction … to present a picture / image of
an ideal world, far away from the current problems in your life. Compromise also lets you
believe that you are fine, and that you will be able to “fix” things later on …
Hebrews 3:7-11 “Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear His Voice, 8do not
harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, 9where your
fathers put Me to the test and saw My works for forty years. 10Therefore I was provoked
with that generation, and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart; they have not
known My ways.’ 11As I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’”
5. Moses takes them into the wilderness
He understands that in order to deal with the Egypt-mindset, one will have to go through
some wilderness hardships.
Where water was in abundance, now we have to rely on God.
Where leeks and melons were available daily in the market place, now we have to eat
Manna.
Where the slave whip forced us to work - now we have to voluntarily pick up our feet
and walk through the heat of the desert.
Where we obeyed orders to make bricks, now we have to pick up weapons to fight the
Amalekites.
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These trials will change our thinking and our vision. Sadly to say, sometimes it takes a
generation to get that change in mindset.
6. Moses leads them to the Jordan River
As in the days of Moses, change is inevitable. How you and I react to that change, to the
pressure of meeting new goals, to the attempts by the Pharaoh of today to manipulate
things to suit him, will depend on the degree to which we have committed to walk in
obedience to His call.
Consider building a memorial at this year’s Passover, in your mind where you can
look back and say:

I was a slave, but now am a free man!!
Freedom is effective if:
You have been delivered from slavery AND you have taken up your calling on earth.
You have been freed, to become a servant of the Most High—live out this life to your
full potential.

Page 10 of 11

7. Moses introduces them to a change in leadership
The Israelites will see Moses, Aaron and Miriam all pass away, and a new man, Joshua,
take over.
You have a new leader … His Name is Jesus and He provides daily support through the
Holy Spirit.

All you have to do is cross over and take your Promised Land.

Exodus 15:17-18 “You will bring them in and plant them on Your own Mountain, the
place, O LORD, which You have made for Your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, which Your
Hands have established. 18The LORD will reign forever and ever.”

AMEN
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