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Parashah Ekev “Because”- week 46

WE ARE THE BODY OF MESSIAH—FROM THE WILDERNESS TO THE
TABERNACLE OF LIVING STONES
This week’s portion covers Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25; Isaiah 49:14-51:3 and Luke
4:1-13; James 5:7-11.

Summary
Moses will tell the Israelites that their parents had sinned, but that GOD (YHVH) offered
grace when He allowed Moses to make the second set of Tablets. He tells them that they
must stand firm, steadfast, and take the Land.
They are to understand that it is not because of their righteousness, (they are a stiff
necked people), but because GOD (YHVH) wants to drive the inhabitants of Canaan out.
The pattern revealed at the campsite, was one where GOD (YHVH) is the center of
everything, and each tribe had its unique place and purpose around the Tabernacle.
That is the image that GOD (YHVH) wanted us to see in the physical realm. However, as
Paul says, we need to be able to convert that physical image into a spiritual reality.
We need to be able to serve as priests in the Heavenly Tabernacle of Living Stones, where
Y’shua is the Great High Priest in the Order of Melchizedek.
Paul helps us to understand this conversion from the physical to the spiritual by telling us
that we are the Body of Messiah.
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1 Corinthians 12:12-14 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit
we were all baptized into one Body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made
to drink of one Spirit. For the Body does not consist of one member but of many.

THE GARDEN OF GOD (YHVH)
We need to heed these words of Moses and later on the prophet Isaiah. They both tell
us that GOD (YHVH) is looking out to restore those who seek Him. GOD (YHVH) waits for
us to repent and walk in obedience so that He can lead us back into the Garden again.
He tells us that we live in ruins (no matter how grand your home is, or how big and
beautiful your garden is - GOD (YHVH) says it is a desert)
QUESTIONS:
Have you asked yourself—how can this that I have / am be changed into a
“Garden”? And what is it that makes this Garden different?
As you contemplate this, consider GOD (YHVH)’s Garden:
It has no weeds in it!
It has no pests / insects / moles.
It has no shortage of water or sunlight.
So let us continue with this concept:
What are the weeds that you have allowed to grow in your life, that notwithstanding
many hours of work, have still not been eradicated?
What is the pests (emotions / attitudes / habits) or moles (wounds or hurts) that you
have not dealt with, and which crop up from time to time?
How much of the Water of the Torah / Word are you pouring out over the Vineyard
within which you labour and how much of the “light”—Fruit of the Holy Spirit can you
show those who labour alongside of you?
Isaiah 51:1-3 Listen to me, you pursuers of justice, you who seek ADONAI: consider the
Rock from which you were cut, the Quarry from which you were dug — consider Avraham
your father and Sarah, who gave birth to you; in that I called him when he was only one
person, then blessed him and made him many. For ADONAI will comfort Tziyon, will
comfort all her ruined places, will make her desert like ‘Eden, her ‘Aravah like the
Garden of ADONAI. Joy and gladness will be there, thanksgiving and the sound of
music.
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And James reiterates this idea. He says we should not grumble about our lot on earth.
We must have faith. We must never believe that GOD (YHVH) has abandoned us. How
could this possibly be, after all if we are Sons of Abraham then He is our Father and
Covenant Partner!!
We have this wonderful image that our names are engraved on the Palms of His Hands.
Isaiah 49:14-16 But Tziyon says, ‘ADONAI has abandoned me, ADONAI has forgotten
me.’ Can a woman forget her child at the breast, not show pity on the child from her
womb? Even if these were to forget, I would not forget you. I have engraved you on the
Palms of My Hands, your walls are always before Me.
The early and the late rains will fall—we just need to stand firm and be joyful in GOD
(YHVH). Our “instant” world mentality calls for quick answers, BUT GOD (YHVH)’s time
frame is legacy – it is about generations.
Why is it that we read of the stories of Abraham / Isaac and Jacob – (and consider some
others like Joseph)—to see and hear about the long periods of waiting - and then Paul
teaches us that these are examples for us to learn from – but yet, we immediately want
everything to happen now?
GOD (YHVH)’s power flows to us according to the boundaries of His SPACE and TIME.
How can we learn to wait for the right moment to catch the wave of GOD (YHVH)’s
time?
James 5:7-11 So, brothers, be patient until the Lord returns. See how the farmer waits for
the precious “fruit of the earth” — he is patient over it until it receives the fall and
spring rains. You too, be patient; keep up your courage; for the Lord’s return is near.
Don’t grumble against one another, brothers, so that you won’t come under condemnation
— look! the Judge is standing at the door! As an example of suffering mistreatment and
being patient, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the Name of ADONAI. Look, we
regard those who persevered as blessed. You have heard of the perseverance of Job, and
you know what the purpose of ADONAI was, that ADONAI is very compassionate and
merciful.

WE ARE TO REMEMBER AND OBEY HIS
COMMANDMENTS
In the portion we find these words:
Deuteronomy 8:2 You are to remember
everything of the way in which ADONAI led you
these forty years in the desert, humbling and
testing you in order to know what was in your
heart — whether you would obey His mitzvot or
not.
But the indications of why we as a people will turn
away from this path are spelt out clearly in this
portion. We receive the Land as a gift - but this gift
also functions as a TEST.
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However, man has the tendency to think that the wealth that is generated over time is due
to our clever ideas, our hard work and so on. And when we learn how to generate water
(turning salt water to pure), then we can easily think that we can determine the “time”.
Pride is one of the most devious causes of rebellion against the Will of GOD (YHVH).
There are many believers today who refuse to, or who struggle to think that we should be
applying the Commandments to our lives today. We need to be obedient in the keeping of
“mitzvot” (the individual Commandments that describe exactly how GOD (YHVH) wants
us to worship Him and how He wants us to love our neighbour.) These Commandments
are set in the culture and the time that Moses walked on earth and we now have to
interpret them into spiritual Commandments that are relevant to this day and age. (For
example: it is no good talking about an ox in the ditch when we all drive cars.)
However the WORD is clear.
Obedience to these Commandments equals GOD (YHVH)’s rain (blessings) at the right
time. So the opposite must be true - disobedience equals no blessings.
Deuteronomy 8:11-15 Be careful not to forget ADONAI your God by not obeying His
mitzvot, rulings and regulations that I am giving you today. Otherwise, after you have eaten
and are satisfied, built fine houses and lived in them, and increased your herds, flocks,
silver, gold and everything else you own, you will become proud-hearted. Forgetting
ADONAI your God — who brought you out of the land of Egypt, where you lived as slaves;
who led you through the vast and fearsome desert, with its poisonous snakes, scorpions
and waterless, thirsty ground; who brought water out of flint rock for you..”

GOD (YHVH) SPEAKS TO THE PHYSICAL BODY - TAKE CARE OF IT - so
that your spiritual Body will be saved.
People who only study and look at the “Word / Truth” may easily become legalistic. Those
People whom only study and look at the “Spirit” may easily become focused on the
element of grace / love / the supernatural – and therefore could easily be deceived.
All through this portion GOD (YHVH) is speaking through Moses about the need to focus
on the job at hand. The need to walk in obedience to His Will and to reach their destiny
and fulfill their calling – that is, to take the Land – is a WALK in the PHYSICAL DOMAIN.
We too, today, need the same focus, the same dedication, the same unwavering
determination to push through and to reach our full potential in Messiah - a WALK in the
SPIRITUAL DOMAIN.
These two elements are opposite sides of the same coin. We cannot have one without the
other. Now, INTERESTINGLY, GOD (YHVH) uses some of the physical elements of our
human body, throughout this portion, as He tries to highlight the fact that our human
nature / the “old man“ will in the normal course of events choose to deviate from His
chosen Path.
GOD (YHVH) says: take control over your body (in the physical) and you will have victory
in the Spirit. GOD (YHVH) starts off with this statement: Remember everything - of the
way in which … tested you … whether you will obey His Commandments or not.
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Deuteronomy 8:1-2 All the mitzvot I am giving you today you are to take care to obey,
so that you will live, increase your numbers, enter and take possession of the Land
ADONAI swore about to your ancestors. You are to remember everything of the way in
which ADONAI led you these forty years in the desert, humbling and testing you in
order to know what was in your heart — whether you would obey His mitzvot or not.
Let us look at the parts of the body in the order that they arise.
a) The feet
Deuteronomy 8:4 During these forty years the clothing you were wearing didn’t grow old,
and your feet didn’t swell up.
The significance of “feet” refers to the natural things. We walk upon the creation that
GOD (YHVH) made. We take dominion over everything that our feet will stand on.
Abraham walks the length and breath of the Land of Canaan, he makes altars in the
North / South / East and West – as well as everywhere where his feet stood; and where he
builds an altar it is claimed for GOD (YHVH)’s purposes.
The word feet, changed to “footstool” also signifies “spiritual” things. GOD (YHVH) says
that He makes the place where His Feet rest, honorable.
We can see that wherever GOD (YHVH)’s Feet are:
The Tabernacle
The Ark with the Commandments, and also
Heaven
are elements of GOD (YHVH)’s presence.
GOD (YHVH)’s Divine Truth is to be found at His Feet - and as a son of the Covenant,
this is also where we should be - AT HIS FEET.
Isaiah 60:11-13 Your gates will always be open, they will not be shut by day or by night, so
that people can bring You the wealth of nations, with their kings led in procession. For the
nation or kingdom that won’t serve You will perish; yes, those nations will be utterly
destroyed. 13 “The glory of the L’vanon will come to you, cypresses together with elm
trees and larches, to beautify the site of My sanctuary — I will glorify the place where
I stand.
If GOD (YHVH) speaks to us about feet—exactly what is He asking us to do?
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1. Take off your shoes, because you are standing
on holy ground.
As we draw near to GOD (YHVH), we start to live
within an area that cannot accept anything which is
unclean and unholy. We have, due to the messages
about grace, come to think that forgiveness can be
easily found (and in a sense it is true), however the
nearer you and I get to the Holy of Holies, the less
acceptable this kind of behaviour is.
We need to remember that this is the place where
Fire consumes the unholy. As humans we have soft
feet—we need the shoe for protection.
However, taking off your shoe will cause you to be more sensitive to the slightest deviation
in the ground; this will cause you to “feel” the change and if you are “listening to the Small
Still Voice” be able to stop and wait until the moment is right to move on.
Joshua 5:15 The commander of ADONAI’s army answered Y’hoshua, “Take your sandals
off your feet, because the place where you are standing is holy.” And Y’hoshua did so.
2. Take possession of every place that your feet tread.
We have in today’s age come to rely on maps and markers to define the circumference of
a property. In the olden days, a pile of stones marked the corners of a property and
possession was measured by marking the boundary by walking along the line and
recording this to memory.
In fact, if I take sport as an example, I can highlight this principle. The 400-meter athlete,
who competes in the Olympics, must use his feet to cover every single meter of the race
and arrive at the finish line first to get the gold medal.
Unless your feet take possession of the track, you cannot claim victory.
!

Deuteronomy 11:24 Wherever the sole of your
foot steps will be yours; your territory will
extend from the desert to the L’vanon and from the
River, the Euphrates River, to the Western Sea.
No one will be able to withstand you; ADONAI your
God will place the fear and dread of you on all the
Land you step on, as He told you.
3. Walk in forgiveness; be prepared to wash
each other feet.
Although the act of forgiveness is one of the mind
and the heart, this decision has no value unless
the “action of forgiving” is put in place in the
presence of the other people who are also affected. Words need to be matched with
loving actions—and in Y’shua’s case—the washing of the feet.
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John 13:5 So He rose from the table, removed His outer garments and wrapped a towel
around His waist. Then He poured some water into a basin and began to wash the feet of
the talmidim and wipe them off with the towel wrapped around Him.
4. Do not let your feet rest
Once you have taken on the calling that GOD (YHVH) places on your heart, there is no
room to rest until the task has been completed.
Look at Jonah—a man who knew that he had GOD (YHVH)’s Ear, and yet determined to
walk away from that which he had to accomplish. And the end result of that kind of
thinking / action is a period of living in a whale for a while.
Genesis 8:9 But the dove found no place for her feet to rest, so she returned to him in
the ark, because the water still covered the whole earth. He put out his hand, took her and
brought her in to him in the ark.
b) The Ears
Deuteronomy 9:1 Listen, Isra’el! You are to cross the Yarden today…
The significance of ears is to listen. Many people hear what is said, but the word used by
God carries the connotation of doing whatever it is that GOD (YHVH) says - it is
about obedience.
It is for this reason that we read –“in the ear”—not around, or behind, or in front of, BUT in
the ear.
Jeremiah 28:7 “evertheless, listen now to this word that I am speaking for you to hear
and for all the people to hear.
It is for this reason that people like Matthew, and Luke have this saying:
“He that has an ear to hear, let him hear..” It sounds as if it is merely repetition, but in fact
two concepts are being explained:
1. The deaf do not hear - meaning that they will not react to commands because they are
unable to do so. We who can and do not react on GOD (YHVH)’s Word, are equivalent to
being deaf.
2. Hearing properly, and reacting, implies that we have a receptive spirit towards the
truth, and towards being willing to serve GOD (YHVH).
c) The eyes
It says - see the sky and the heavens - are we to look at the physical? In one sense, yes,
to realize that we are part of unique creation, but in another sense, we are to see into the
spiritual realm to recognize how Almighty and awesome our GOD (YHVH) is.
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Deuteronomy 10:14 See, the sky, the heaven beyond the sky, the earth and everything
on it all belong to ADONAI your God. Only ADONAI took enough pleasure in your
ancestors to love them and choose their descendants after them — yourselves — above
all peoples, as He still does today.
The eye signifies understanding. It speaks of insight into the spiritual realm. Sight and
light go together. Where we have spiritual insight, we will walk in the light.
Matthew 6:22-23 The eye is the lamp of the body.’ So if you have a ‘good eye’ [that is, if
you are generous] your whole body will be full of light; but if you have an ‘evil eye’ [if you
are stingy] your whole body will be full of darkness. If, then, the light in you is darkness,
how great is that darkness!
Those who open the spiritual eye, and see the purposes of GOD (YHVH) are blessed. The
miracles and interventions of GOD (YHVH) are merely works to impact a community.
Those whose eyes are opened to see the change will have the wisdom, not to be
falsely motivated by the “power”, but will long to see the restoration of the nation.
Luke 10:23 Then, turning to the talmidim, He said, privately, “How blessed are the eyes
that see what you are seeing! Indeed, I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to
see the things you are seeing but did not see them, and to hear the things you are hearing
but did not hear them.” Importantly, those who do not perceive the grader picture of Gods
plan are likened to those who are blind and deaf
Mark 8:17-18 But, aware of this, He said, “Why are you talking with each other about
having no bread? Don’t you see or understand yet? Have your hearts been made like
stone? You have eyes — don’t you see? You have ears — don’t you hear? And don’t
you remember?
d) A Strong hand
The significance of a hand, has something to do with “power”. It reveals the source of the
power, it reveals a level of authority, it reveals the degree of man’s self-confidence.
Deuteronomy 11:2 Today it is you I am addressing — not your children, who haven’t
known or experienced the discipline of ADONAI your God, His greatness, His Strong
Hand, His outstretched Arm ..”
Let us look at the examples of man’s own power / own self / self-efforts. This is where
man’s pride and over-confidence are evident. In these cases we talk of our strength.
Mostly when we see this attitude of man’s evil, we will read of the ‘Works of his hands”
Micah 2:1 Woe to those who think up evil and plan wickedness as they lie in bed. When
morning comes, they do it, since they have it in their power. They covet fields and seize
them; they take over houses as well, doing violence to both owner and house, to people
and their inherited land.
On the other hand we see Biblical use of the hand:
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a) In prophecy
Exodus 10:21-22 ADONAI said to Moshe, “Reach out your hand toward the sky, and there
will be darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness so thick it can be felt!” Moshe reached
out his hand toward the sky, and there was a thick darkness in the entire land of Egypt for
three days.
b) In warfare
Josh 8:18, 26 Then ADONAI said to Y’hoshua, “Point
the spear in your hand toward ‘Ai, because I will hand it
over to you.” Y’hoshua pointed the spear in his hand
toward the city.
c) In prayer and intercession
Exodus 17:9-13 Moshe said to Y’hoshua, “Choose
men for us, go out, and fight with ‘Amalek. Tomorrow I
will stand on top of the hill with God’s staff in my
hand.” Y’hoshua did as Moshe had told him and
fought with ‘Amalek. Then Moshe, Aharon and Hur
went up to the top of the hill. When Moshe raised his hand, Isra’el prevailed; but when he
let it down, ‘Amalek prevailed. However, Moshe’s hands grew heavy; so they took a stone
and put it under him, and he sat on it. Aharon and Hur held up his hands, the one on the
one side and the other on the other; so that his hands stayed steady until sunset. Thus
Y’hoshua defeated ‘Amalek, putting their people to the sword.
e) The lip / mouth
There are many instances when we see that the mouth can be an instrument of life or
of death. Moses himself speaks death over his ministry. He says… I am a man with
stuttering lips.
It’s interesting, later on we read of his numerous speeches. But we never see him
acknowledge that his mouth is blessed.
Deuteronomy 11:6 … how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up.
The mouth is an indication of the Truth of the Word, of an acceptance that GOD
(YHVH) is faithful and will keep His Word.
We find many cases where He tells us to speak ‘HIS WORDS’ (Ezekiel 3:4-7; Zeph. 3:9)
Malachi 2:6-7 The true Torah was in his mouth, and no dishonesty was found on his
lips; he walked with me in peace and uprightness and turned many away from sin.
A cohen’s lips should safeguard knowledge, and people should seek Torah from his
mouth, because he is the messenger of ADONAI-Tzva’ot.
If we want to enter into our Land and be part of His Kingdom, if we want to live to the
fullness of our potential, then our LIPS / MOUTH must praise Him.
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Psalm 63:5 I am as satisfied as with rich food; my mouth praises You with joy on my lips
f) The heart
Why does GOD (YHVH) put such an emphasis on the heart?
Man often makes a decision based on his understanding. As new facts emerge we can
“change our minds” after all, that is called common sense.
However, GOD (YHVH) knows that when mankind makes a decision of the heart, when
passion and fire accompany the thought process of the mind, then mankind will persevere
until the end.
Such is the work of Noah. Without something called rain, and in the face of ridicule only
passion and the heart keep man going.
This is true of most marathon athletes. Its recognized that about three quarters of the way
through the race, the runner will hit a pain barrier. When the body cries out in pain, those
who ran based on logic, will stop, while those who run with the heart, will continue.

!
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Deuteronomy 11:18 Therefore, you are to store up these words of Mine in your heart and
in all your being; tie them on your hand as a sign;
A circumcised heart will honor and serve GOD (YHVH) always. Circumcision, means that
we have cut off the ego / the self-effort, the need for emotional praise from fellowman, and
now we earnestly desire to follow Y’shua.
Only those who have a circumcised heart will transition from the servant of GOD (YHVH)
to the friend of GOD (YHVH).
Mark 12:29-30 Yeshua answered, “The most important is, ‘Sh’ma Yisra’el, ADONAI
Eloheinu, ADONAI echad [Hear, O Isra’el, the LORD our God, the LORD is one], and
you are to love ADONAI your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
understanding and with all your strength.’
1 Samuel 2:35 I will raise up for myself a faithful cohen who will do what I want and what I
intend. I will make his family faithful, and he will serve in the presence of My anointed one
forever.
Deuteronomy 6:5 … and you are to love ADONAI your God with all your heart, all your
being and all your resources. These words, which I am ordering you today, are to be on
your heart;
Without a circumcised heart, we will bring offering and sacrifices that are meaningless to
GOD (YHVH).
As soon as we, as free men and women, accept our calling to serve GOD (YHVH), we
become sons / daughters of GOD (YHVH).

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.”
--Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!

13

