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Parashah Noah | “Noach” | נח
Noah ➛ Genesis 6:9 - 11:32
As we start this new cycle of Biblical studies, we are challenged to think about the purpose
for which we (as individual and community) have been created, and then to evaluate
whether we are fully aligned with the goal.
This portion in Genesis provides us with a clue about the magnitude of our potential
legacy AND we should be thinking about how we go about living that dream.

WE ARE MADE IN HIS IMAGE
1. A walk of loving our neighbour as we love ourselves
YHWH creates as an act of giving.
We initially receive, BUT the potential placed inside of us is to reflect HIS Character … this
therefore implies that we will in turn also be givers.
2. The role-modelling of GODLY Authority
In the pursuit of taking dominion over the earth, the animal’s, the birds and the fish.
This may seem like a physical action only.
However, YHWH ‘MADE’ the Garden of Eden for a reason.
He wants us to re-create that same domain where His Will reigns supreme.
One attribute of our “made in the Image” clearly is this role of living the responsibility
of stewardship.
In fact, these two actions reflect the Character of YHWH … we are to be in balance
loving YHWH and looking after my neighbour / His creation.

We need to deal with the Old-Man / Ego
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Week 2
This portion covers the events “leading up to the building of the Ark”. We read that the
people had become very wicked.
Genesis 6:11-12 “Now the earth was corrupt in GOD’s sight, and the earth was filled with
violence. And GOD saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted
their way on the earth.”
YHWH’s Judgement was that there was no possible way to bring restoration and that all
defiled things should be destroyed.

One would wonder is there no possible restoration?
The word used Hebrew 7843 describes the following meanings:
•
•
•
•
•
•

decay
wasted
spoiled
battered
rotted
to deal morally corruptly.

It does not take much understanding to know that they had reached a point of no
return.
Noah gets told to build the ark. He does so and on a day when the rain starts to fall he,
his direct family, and each species of the animal kingdom is safely stored up in the ark.
As time passes the ark comes to rest on the earth again.
Noah will immediately begin to plant a vineyard and get drunk from the first harvest. An
incident occurs where one son (Ham) dishonours his father and causes his entire
family line to be cursed. Nimrod will be a grandson, who will set about building his
own empire, and in the end causes the people to build the tower of Babel.
We should not read this portion as if it is only a story.
You see, Y’shua tells us that there is much more to this story than what we see at face
value. In fact, He goes on to tell us that those “times” will be repeated in what we all
call … the end times.
Luke 17:26-27 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of
Man. They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the
day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.”
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My reflection of YHWH’s Character in this portion are:
a) My role of Love my neighbour
There are TWO aspects of Noah’s life that need some evaluation.
i) Firstly, the need to plant a vineyard long before you work on bonding family
relationships and making sure everyone feels safe … where are your priorities?

The family had just experienced a wonderful deliverance - to use the common language of
today … the family had been raptured out of the flood and into safety.
Note, I am not supporting the theory of rapture as it is patently clear that Noah
stayed on earth for the duration of the tribulation, but it does highlight the
deliverance.
• Surely, one of the first “jobs” of a father would be to set the family down and plan a new
future,
• to set some boundaries in place,
• to allocate responsibilities,
• to build a governance model which would be applicable to the nations that would come
forth?
Surely you provide the family with a vision, give them comfort that they will be provided for,
and so on.
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We learn from Paul that Noah’s action of building the Ark condemned the world
because they would not listen.
However, we would have thought that Noah would want to make sure that the generations
that came after him would have the same faith in YHWH that he had. Fathers set the
standard. Fathers role-model the Character of YHWH.
2 Peter 2:5 “And He did not spare the ancient world; on the contrary, He preserved Noach,
a herald of righteousness, with seven others, and brought the Flood upon a world of
ungodly people.”
ii) Secondly, we learn that Noah’s role as father seems to leave a lot to be desired. Has
he been evenhanded with all three sons … has he made one the blue eyed boy and
the others the black sheep of the family?

✓ Why would one son react so very differently towards his father?
✓ What father-son relationship model had developed over the years?
✓ Why would Ham want to show the other brothers that he had the upper
hand at last?
We are not told exactly what happened.

Did this action justify a curse on the entire family forever?
Genesis 9.25-27 He said, “Cursed be Kena‘an; he will be a servant of servants to his
brothers.” Then he said, “Blessed be ADONAI, the GOD of Shem; Kena‘an will be their
servant. May GOD enlarge Yefet; he will live in the tents of Shem, but Kena‘an will be their
servant.”
b) My role of stewardship
We understand that we have been given dominion of creation … this word implies good
stewardship … the need to look after / and learn from YHWH’s Creation.
My first reaction was to speak to the fruit of the vine.
However, I have selected two other aspects of creation to discuss in terms of my role as
steward of creation.
i) Firstly, rain.
You may think this is strange.
After all it is YHWH who determines when it rains. But you and I can determine to be
good stewards over the asset called water.
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We see a worldwide tendency … warmer winters (less snow than before) and hotter
summers. Water conservation has not been a priority until recently. Last year in the
Western Cape, we experienced the after effects of a severe drought.
Indigenous plants from the area, were dying before our eyes. We could try all sorts of
bucket systems, but eventually the water allowance was just so small that we could not
save any for the garden / creation.
Psalm 135.7 “He raises clouds from the ends of the earth, He makes the lightning flash in
the rain and brings the wind out from His storehouses. He raises clouds from the ends of
the earth, He makes the lightning flash in the rain and brings the wind out from His
storehouses.”
I have learned that we should be grateful for the rain that we get, and careful with the
water that we store up in the cisterns. Rain is a personal Gift from YHWH. It speaks of
His Covenant with the children of Abraham.
As we walk in obedience to His Commandments and react to the promptings of the Ruach
Hakodesh, then YHWH will give us rain in due season.
Leviticus 26.3-4 “If you live by My Regulations, observe My Mitzvot and obey them; then I
will provide the rain you need in its season, the land will yield its produce, and the trees in
the field will yield their fruit.”
ii) Secondly, The dove
• The dove speaks of loyalty and a life-long relationship.
• This bird’s lifestyle speaks of mutual trust and a
confidence that all will be well.
Song of Songs 1.15 “Look at you, my love! How beautiful
you are! Your eyes are doves.”
The dove can fend for itself … Noah had the presence of
mind to the release the dove from the ark. As soon as it
found shelter and food, it stayed away.
This independence speaks of the ability to innovate, to
try new things.
The dove strives to live in harmony … they are peace loving birds.
The dove seems to “dress” itself conservatively … this aspect speaks to modesty, while
definitely not looking ugly, they are certainly not the peacock of the world.
We could do well to emulate the dove attributes - in many ways the world system focuses
on the gaudy, the outrageous … the extreme.
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Genesis 8.11-12 “The dove came in to him in the evening, and there in her mouth was a
freshly plucked olive leaf, so Noah knew that the water had cleared from the earth. He
waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, and she didn’t return to him
anymore.”

YHWH has a Declaration …
That Ephraim who will follow the ways of the world … the gaudy / extreme / outrageous
will return to him, just like a dove.
The “dove” that flies away … from the Ark of YHWH’s Covenant, will return to the
Paths of Righteousness.
Hosea 11.9[b]-11 “Efrayim, how can I give you up, or surrender you, Isra’el? How could I
treat you like Admah or make you like Tzvoyim? My Heart recoils at the idea, as
compassion warms within Me. I will not give vent to the fierceness of My rage, I will not
return to destroy Efrayim; for I AM GOD, not a human being, the Holy One among you; so I
will not come in fury. They will go after ADONAI, who will roar like a lion; for He will roar,
and the children will come trembling from the west. They will tremble like a bird as they
come from Egypt, like a dove as they come from the land of Ashur; and I will resettle
them in their own houses,”
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QUESTIONS FOR THIS WEEK?
1. What is your relationship with your family like tonight … do they trust
you to take care of them, to support them, to build them up and to
give them a GODLY vision?
2. What steps have you taken to conserve the Creation which YHWH
made … are you an activist for the creation?

A FINAL THOUGHT
The dove brought back the twig of an olive.
The fruit that produces the oil that we use in the Menorah.

Is there a continuous supply of spiritual oil for the Menorah in
your heart?
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BLESSING
Numbers 6:24-27

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
Numbers 6:27 “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el, so that I will
Bless them.”
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