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Where are You, YHWH?

It is now the season we call PURIM
Another year! The same space and the same time frame!!

| do not wish to write about the age-old story again, nor do | want to think about those
lovely jam-filled triangle cookies.
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For far too long, we have studied Purim / Esther as a story from a bygone age. Of a people
who stood up when challenged, and of the long walk during a period when YHWH
remained silent. We revel in the intricacy of the story line. We wonder at the strategy that

Mordecai and Esther produce. We, however seldom speak of the terrible fear / dread and
uncertainty that ruled during these days.

As | sit back and consider this event in history , | am forced to ask myself !
was this a one-time event, or are we facing similar threats today

™ If so, are we able to identify them?
™ Are we able to discern the Haman’s in our midst?

M Are we able to prepare a battle plan strategy that is applicable to this modern day
threat?

The spirit of Amalek
Whilst the spirit of Amalek (in the Bible) is physical of nature, we need to realize that the
world system that we live in has evolved over time. This physical “tribe” of identifiable

people has been transformed into new and devious forms.

However, the age old goal - that of attacking YeshuaOs true Bride / people - and setting
out to establish that YHWH no longer controls the whole of creation - is still true

So where can we find some of today HamanOs?



A. The kings of this world

The transformation of the political space from rulership by “kings” to democratic
governments has not been that successful. The voice of the many always seems to lead to
compromise.

In order to gain votes, election promises are made that are extremely far away from
Biblical standards. These norms are considered old fashioned and antiquated, while the
new humanistic approach seeks to be inclusive of all voices.

The Garden of Eden is being repeated here daily. We no longer make any effort to eat of
the Tree of Life.

We continue to over-eat at the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The evil of the world
system is extremely evil while the ‘good” of this same system is merely a man-made
attempt to emulate YHWH ! this good is almost always compromised with mankind ego /
old-man thinking.

What happened in the days of Esther?

¢ The king has overindulged in a party that lasts for 180 days
The king disgraces his wife in the public domain.

¢ The king listens to the advice of vagarious (erratic and unpredictable) men who only
think about their own needs

¢ The king who allows anti-Semitic behavior to flourish simply because he has no
concern for minorities and will take gold for any favour

Is it any different today?

| suggest that itOs just got worse!!
We have governments that allow:

¢ Corruption to flourish and those involved to get away without consequence, not only
enriching themselves by destroying business units that should be providing valuable
services to all of the population.

¢ Officials to gorge off “chicken legs” and other fast foods costing huge amounts while
the economy grinds to a halt and all the while giving no thought to the poor who
continue to suffer greater hardship.

¢ Officials to close down the embassy in Israel in protest to a legitimate government while
the HAMAS that they support, refuses to acknowledge the Jewish people as
independent. They support an organization which is allowed to continue to operate with
impunity by the world as they fire-bomb and shoot rockets into communities while
courageously standing behind / under the protection of women and children as human
shields.



¢ Or, insist on “political correctness” ! in other words:

making sure that words of criticism are muted,
- that the minorities that have a right to that, and
should be encouraged to make a stand

- are rendered powerless

and too afraid to speak out ! is this not a repeat of the Nazi system in the early
1940's?

All of these examples are merely fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Some will make a killing, but the vast majority like the weak and the poor, will once again
be disadvantaged and compromised.!
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B. HamanOs of this world

Haman was an influential man in the king’s court. He would be using his position and his
power base to fulfil personal goals.

Here are some examples for the Amalek spirit that | see today.

a) You may be surprised to see who | have thought could be functioning in this same way
today ! religious leaders, pastors and whatever other title you may think of. The Bible
speaks of OshepherdsO that lead astray and false prophets who provide OWordO
for money. The days of Balaam, it seems, is not yet over.

We find Bible Schools that teach so called principles, for example dispensationalism,
that cannot be found in the WORD.

Unfortunately, one of the fruit of this thinking is that the chosen will be raptured ?

And the thinking then goes on to state that ! the Jews are destined NOT to be saved
and will have to go through the final tribulation.

Can this be real?

To put this in context ! there are just over 9,000,000 people in Israel. If 66% of them have
to die, we will see an event that EQUALS the holocaust ! do you really think that YHWH

- who chose this people-group - and who have “kept“ / obeyed the Bible (especially the Old
Testament) over all of these years, will be planning to do this to His people?

Not only do these preachers spread this insidious message, but they fail to apply the
principles set out by Paul, namely:

i) That we, the gentiles (wild olive), are grafted into the natural olive - while we draw from
the root system (the Torah - in SPIRIT AND TRUTH), we earnestly wait for the
engrafting of the natural branches. The image set out for us is clear, the tree will one
day include ALL of sons of the Covenant.




Paul uses a metaphor ! a simple analysis of these verses MUST cause you to reach the
following conclusion:

« The gentile believers are grafted into the Oroot stockO

« The Oroot stockO (the grace which allows you to become a son, the Covenant
promises, the Commandments that define ethical lifestyle) nourish the grafted-in
branches

« The Oroot stockO defines the plant (being grafted in does not change the plant)

« Therefore, the “tree of believers” is Israel ! (not replaced / not superseded, BUT joined
together)

Romans 11.17 OBut if some of the branches were broken off, and you N a wild olive N
were grafted in among them and have become equal sharers in the rich root of the olive
tree, 10

Romans 11.24 OFor if you were cut out of what is by nature a wild olive tree and grafted,
contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these natural
branches be grafted back into their own olive tree!O

i) That the goal of the gospel is to become the ONE NEW MAN - this description in !

Ephesians 2.13-16 OBut now, you who were once far off have been brought near through
the shedding of the MessiahOs Blood. For He Himself is our Shalom N He has made us
both one and has broken down the mOchitzah which divided us by destroying in His own
Body the enmity occasioned by the Torah, with its commands set forth in the form of
ordinances. He did this in order to create in union with Himself from the two groups a
single new humanity and thus make Shalom, and in order to reconcile to GOD both in a
single body by being executed on a stake as a criminal and thus killing in Himself that
enmity.O

I states that we are to break down the dividing walls.
How can we support a gospel that creates such division?

1tOs truly the spirit of Amalek!!!

And it operates from a supposed knowledge base that the average man does not have.
This misuse of power on unsuspecting people has the effect of destroying their legacy.

b) The world system, is without doubt, working against the principle of Godly marriages.
Every possible message that can promote an alternative to a union between a man and
a woman is shoved into our faces by legislation, by TV programs, by the community
around us.



What was meant to be a life-long relationship, by a man and a woman who thrive on
mutual submission to one another and which produces a safe home environment which
ensures the legacy into the next generation of the family, has been turned around into
the very opposite. It's not surprising that one of the fruits of this new system is the
abuse of women and children and the destruction of family life

c) The world system has taken the spirit of AMALEK into its bosom ! we see a yearly
increase in the numbers of babies that are being aborted. A voice that is raised against
this practice, is taken to be a voice against the “rights of women”. How is it that one
person’s rights are more important / greater than those of other people? Just as in the
times of Amalek, it's the weak and fragile that are been attacked at this time.

When we see the blatant disregard for life, we have to ask ourselves ! do we doubt
whether YHWH still cares? It seems that the world says Owe donOt careO
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d) The world system that says it is acceptable to take devious / malicious / life threatening
action against an innocent Jew.

- Merely walking down the street can mean that you are beaten up,
- Merely attending the Friday Shabbat service means that you could be shot.

All these point to a new level of anti-Semitism. However, other innocent non-Jews who
merely want to shop in peace, or buy something at a store run / owned by Jews, will
find that that outing becomes a turning point for chaos when demonstrators from BDS
will harass you.



C. The personal trials and tribulations that cause us to doubt

The world is a harsh place. The ever-changing rules of the democracies of this world and
the level of deceit, corruption, manipulation, adultery, as well as the influences from pagan
gods and satanic forces, has the potential to impact on any believer’'s life. These
catastrophes can be extremely painful, can be back breaking, can cause us to lose hope.
More often than not, innocent people are severely wounded, both physically and
emotionally, by others who simply focus on their own pleasures or profit.

This attack from Amalek, is designed to cause those of us who have been wounded to
lose hope - it’s not that difficult to think that someone in that position could cry out;

Psalm 22.1 OMy God! My God! Why have you abandoned me? Why so far from helping
me, so far from my anguished cries?0

A Final Thought

We are told ! YHWH is Faithful and that YHWH says that “ when you cry out / groan in
anguish in your dilemma, that He will hear your cry and deliver us.OAll we have to do, is
maintain out faith in YHWH.

The story of Esther is added to the Bible exactly for that reason - so that we can see:

¢ that no matter what the circumstances are,
¢ or how difficult the situation seems,
¢ or how high the mountain is that we must climb,

We can KNOW that YHWH will deliver us.

Psalm 9.11 OThose who know Your Name put their trust in You, for You have not
abandoned those who seek YouO

There’s another lesson for us. If we treat this as a story, as a party, as a celebration -
without attempting to find the spiritual meaning behind it, then we are just like the world.

If however, we search diligently for the Covenantal truths behind this story, then we will be:

Remembering the history of how the Amalekites attacks the weak, the lonely and the
broken.

Esther 9.28 O! and that these days would be remembered and observed throughout
every generation, every family, every province and every city; and that these days of
Purim would never cease among the Jews or their memory be lost by their
descendants.O




Looking carefully at the present-day life circumstances to identify the current anti-
Christ / Amalek spirits.

AND

Be able to build a future legacy for our children and grandchildren that must still walk on
this journey of faith.

Esther 10.3 (b) OHe sought the good of his people and interceded for the welfare of all
their descendants.O
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