3rd New Moon 2020

Please note: this Rosh Chodesh marks the beginning of month ONE,
according to the Biblical1 calendar … HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

Dates to diarise2 :
DATES

EVENT

24 March

New Moon

1 April

First Quarter Moon

8 April

Full Moon

15 April

Last Quarter Moon

23 April

4th New Moon

1 KANAAN MINISTRIES do not agree with the Babylonian names for the months i.e. Nissan, Kislev, and so

forth. We only use the Biblical names for the months. Please see the ar>cle: INFLUENCE OF BABYLON ON
BIBLICAL FEASTS Inﬂuence of Babylon on Biblical FEASTS
2

Informa>on obtained from Moon phases for Jerusalem Israel 2020

New Moon Prayers in General
Remember, the monthly New Moon prayers are NOT to be confused with astrology. The
Scriptures clearly warn against any / all forms of astrology:
Deuteronomy 4.19 “And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon and the
stars, all the heavenly array, do not be enticed into bowing down to them and worshiping
things the LORD your GOD (YHWH) has apportioned to all the nations under heaven.”
Deuteronomy 17.3 “... and contrary to my command has worshiped other gods, bowing
down to them or to the sun or the moon or the stars of the sky.”
Isaiah 47.13-15 “All the counsel you have received has only worn you out! Let your
astrologers come forward, those stargazers who make predictions month by month, let
them save you from what is coming upon you. Surely they are like stubble; the fire will
burn them up. They cannot even save themselves from the power of the flame. Here are
no coals to warm anyone; here is no fire to sit by. That is all they can do for you; these you
have laboured with and trafficked with since childhood. Each of them goes on in his error;
there is not one that can save you.”
Jeremiah 10.1-2 “Hear what the LORD says to you, O house of Israel.This is what the
LORD says: "Do not learn the ways of the nations or be terrified by signs in the sky, though
the nations are terrified by them".
Daniel 1.20 “In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king
questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in
his whole kingdom.”
The New Moon prayers are to be used for PRAYER and warfare, as a guideline for prayer
and intercession for the coming month, as the Holy Spirit leads. If you’d like more
information on why we pray for the New Moon, we encourage you to read “The Believer’s
Warfare In The Heavenlies”, available for order from the office or for download from the
website.
In the New Moon prayers, we will often refer to “possessing the GATES”. For more
information on this, please see the following link:
https://www.kanaanministries.org/kanaan_downloads/download-info/general-prayerguidelines-for-possessing-gates/

Third New Moon3
We bring you greetings in the name of our risen King, Y'shua Messiah, who died that we
may live abundantly.

PASSOVER and Third New Moon
This will occur on March 24 at 09.28 UT.
This new moon commences the first month in the Biblical religious year which is also
known as Abib or Nisan. It is the month that commemorates the beginnings of YHWH’s
spiritual dealings with Israel yearly - the month of Passover.
Blow the Shofar to honor Y’shua, the King of kings and LORD of lords, the One who
purchased our liberty through His death.
It is also known as the month of Judah.
At the birth of this child, his mother proclaimed in:
Genesis 29.35 “Now, I PRAISE the LORD!
According to scripture, Judah is special. As we read in Genesis 46.28, Judah was the
only one sent ahead of Jacob to announce his arrival in Egypt. Toward the end of
Jacobs’s life, he blessed Judah as follows:
Genesis 49.8-12 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of
your enemies; your father's sons shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion's cub; from
the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a
lioness; who dares rouse him? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's
staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of
the peoples. Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey's colt to the choice vine, he has
washed his garments in wine and his vesture in the blood of grapes. His eyes are darker
than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.”
In Judges 1.1-12, Israel is preparing for battle and they inquire of the Lord,
“Who will be the first to go up and fight for us against the Canaanites?”
The Lord tells them “Judah is to go.” Later in Judges 20.18, the same pattern recurs.
Judah is the one with the breaker anointing:
Micah 2.13 “He who opens the breach goes up before them; they break through and pass
the gate, going out by it. Their king passes on before them, the Lord at their head.”

3 This informa4on / sec4on has been edited and revised from the email sent out by Steve Olumuyiwa

(steve@stremco.com). We thank him for his emails and contribu>on … and his heart to keep watch on the walls!

The image here is not of physical battle, but of deliverance. They "break through,” not to
enter in but to “pass through the gate and go forth,” so that those who were confined
before (as in a prison) can be set free. The Breaker is our Redeemer and Deliverer Y’shua, described in:
Isaiah 42.6-7 "I am the Lord; I have called you[b] in righteousness; I will take you by the
hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison
those who sit in darkness.”
Isaiah 61.1: "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;”
From the beginning to the end of the month of Abib, set aside time to praise the Lion of
Judah (Revelation 5.5), the Breaker and our Redeemer.
He is also the Lamb of GOD (Revelation 5.6), our Atonement, the One who takes away
our sin, iniquity, sickness and the wages of sin, which is death (Isaiah 53.4-5). Ask Him to
set you free from all afflictions and destruction.

COVID 19: The Corona Virus Plague
Beloved, the corona virus is ravaging the nations in a frightening way. While most on earth
may be panicking, followers of Y’shua our Messiah should not panic.
Remember that Y'shua warned about these end time events in Scripture. He said;
Mark 13:18-19 “Pray that it may not happen in winter. For in those days there will be such
tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now,
and never will be. ”
This Passover month, we must turn to our Redeemer and Healer for help.
Make regular proclamation of the scriptures particularly Psalms 46, Psalm 91; and Psalm
121.
This is the time to walk in the power and reality of His Word that states;
Psalm 91.2-6 “I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. He
will cover you with His pinions, and under His Wings you will find refuge; His faithfulness is
a shield and buckler. You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies
by day,”

Prayer
1. As intercessors, please fast and pray, and ask for YHWH’s mercy:
2 Chronicles 7.14 “If My people, which are called by My Name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek My Face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from
Heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. ”
2. Ask YHWH to shorten the time of this plague for the sake of the elect:
Mark 13.20 “If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the
sake of the elect, whom He has chosen, He has shortened them.”
3. Pray for open doors to preach Y’shua as Savior and Healer:
Acts 10.38 “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power:
who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was
with Him.”
4. We are about to enter the month of Abib, which is the month of Passover.
Pray that YHWH shields His people from the 10 plagues of Exodus 7.11.
YHWH promised not to put the sickness and disease of Egypt on His people
(Deuteronomy 7.15).
5. We are in the spring in the northern hemisphere. Israel is in the spring. Pray for the joy
of the spring (Song of Songs 2.11-14).
6. Ask Y’shua to remove the foxes from the vine of joy He has for us:
Song of songs 2.15 “Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines: for our vines
have tender grapes.”
7. Foxes represent the destroyer: Pharaoh, Haman, Herod, Jezebel, the dragon,
leviathan, etc. Y’shua called Herod “that fox,” in Luke 13.32.
Pray Psalm 68, Ezekiel 32, Isaiah 27.1, Isaiah 47, Nahum 3, Revelation 12:11, Acts 12
etc.
8. Ask YHWH to give His people wings like that of an Eagle (Revelation 12.14) to soar
above the storm of plagues. Pray that the Earth will help us swallow the flood of the
dragon (Revelation 12.16).
9. Enter fully into the ministry of the Blood of Y'shua – for divine immunity, protection and
victory (Exodus 12.13, Revelation 12.11, etc.).

10. Proclaim and pray the Word of YHWH over yourself, your family, YHWH’s people and
your community. Pray Psalms 46, 91, 27, etc.
11. Remember YHWH’s plan for you in:
3 John 2 “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good
health, as it goes well with your soul.”
12. Remember YHWH is faithful, He answers prayer; therefore,
Philippians 4.6-7 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.”
13. Pray for Israel.

Other Heavenly events
The other heavenly alignments during this lunar season are given below. Be sure to apply
the Blood of Y'shua into these events.
Speak to the heavens with the Voice of the Blood of Y’shua (Hebrews 12.24) and
command the heavens to declare the righteousness and glory of the Lord (Psalm 97.6,
Psalm 19.1-6).
March 25 17:31 UT

33rd hour of the new moon

• At this time, the moon is
visible to the eye; pray to
counter the 33rd degree
occultic rituals.
• Remind the hosts of hell
that the destroyer
perished when Jesus
died at 33 years.
• Proclaim Hebrews
2.14-15 to enforce this
scripture.

March 25-28

First crescent moon

• Pray against the use of
the moon as a bow of
death, (e.g. Diana’s bow).
• Ask the Lord to break the
satanic bows released
through the moon (for
example Psalm 46.9).

March 28

Crescent moon aligns with
Venus, the brightest planet

• (Y'shua, Revelation
22.16) and
• the Pleiades (known for
sweet influences Job
38.31)

March 31

Saturn (Time planet) and
Mars (War planet) align

• Please pray for
supernatural enablement
to continue to fight a good
fight of Faith.
• Pray for heaven’s
defense in our days of
battle (Psalm 46, 94,
140, etc)

April 1

First quarter moon

• Remember the first
quarter moon, which has
a midrib called the
TERMINATOR.
• From this point,
everything on earth can
be monitored.
• Apply the Blood of
Messiah Y'shua on the
terminator, and ask the
Lord God Almighty to
terminate every decree of
death and destruction in
your life and situation
(Colossians 2.14-15).

April 3

Alignment of Venus, the
brightest planet

• (Y'shua, Revelation
22.16) and
• the Pleiades (known for
sweet influences Job
38.31).

April 4

Moon and Regulus, the king • Revelation 5
star
• Revelation 14.14

April 8 3:36 UT

Passover Full Moon

• Full moon aligns with
Spica, the Seed/Barley in
Virgo – Y'shua, the
Branch of Righteousness
(Jeremiah 23, 33.15) and
the Lord our
Righteousness.
• HalleluYAH!
• Passover begins on this
full moon and ends on the
evening of 16th April
2020.

April 11

Moon aligns with Antares,
the heart of the scorpion

• Luke 10.18-19

April 14

Last quarter moon

• Pray as you did in the first
quarter moon.

April 15-16

Moon aligns with Saturn
(Time planet) and Mars
(War planet) align

• Please pray for
supernatural enablement
to continue to fight a good
fight of Faith.
• Pray for heaven’s
defense in our days of
battle (Psalm 46, 94,
140, etc.)

April 19-22

Last crescent moon (sickle
of the moon)

• In occultic and witchcraft
settings, the crescent
moon is called Hecate’s
sickle.
• Pray that all demonic
sickles be broken in
Y'shua’s name.
• Apply the Blood of
Messiah Y'shua.
• Thrust the sickle of Jesus
into the heavens by
proclaiming Revelation
14.14ff, and chase away
the army of Satan away
from the heavens (Psalm
18.45).

April 21

Last crescent moon and
Mercury, the messenger
planet align together

• Pray as you did at the
beginning of the month.
• Pray for mercy,
deliverance, healing, a
good ending.

May the Lord strengthen you as you watch and pray!

SHALOM!

Upcoming celestial4 events:
Remember to apply the Blood of the Lamb of GOD into the heavens (Colossians 1.19)
and speak to the heavens to declare the Righteousness and Glory of GOD (Psalm 97.6,
Psalm 19.1-6; Psalm 148) during the following events:
DATES

WHAT

INFORMATION

March 24

New Moon

The Moon will located on the same side of the Earth
as the Sun and will not be visible in the night sky. This
phase occurs at 09:29 UTC. This is the best time of
the month to observe faint objects such as galaxies
and star clusters because there is no moonlight to
interfere.

Mercury at Greatest
Western Elongation

The planet Mercury reaches greatest western
elongation of 27.8 degrees from the Sun. This is the
best time to view Mercury since it will be at its highest
point above the horizon in the morning sky. Look for
the planet low in the eastern sky just before sunrise.

Venus at Greatest
Eastern Elongation

The planet Venus reaches greatest eastern elongation
of 46.1 degrees from the Sun. This is the best time to
view Venus since it will be at its highest point above
the horizon in the evening sky. Look for the bright
planet in the western sky after sunset.

April 8

Full Moon, Supermoon

The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the
Earth as the Sun and its face will be will be fully
illuminated. This phase occurs at 02:35 UTC. This full
moon was known by early Native American tribes as
the Full Pink Moon because it marked the appearance
of the moss pink, or wild ground phlox, which is one of
the first spring flowers. This moon has also been
known as the Sprouting Grass Moon, the Growing
Moon, and the Egg Moon. Many coastal tribes called it
the Full Fish Moon because this was the time that the
shad swam upstream to spawn. This is also the third
of four supermoons for 2020. The Moon will be at its
closest approach to the Earth and may look slightly
larger and brighter than usual.

April 22, 23

Lyrids Meteor Shower

The Lyrids is an average shower, usually producing
about 20 meteors per hour at its peak. It is produced
by dust particles left behind by comet C/1861 G1
Thatcher, which was discovered in 1861. The shower
runs annually from April 16-25. It peaks this year on
the night of the night of the 22nd and morning of the
23rd. These meteors can sometimes produce bright
dust trails that last for several seconds. The nearly
new moon will ensure dark skies for what should be a
good show this year. Best viewing will be from a dark
location after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the
constellation Lyra, but can appear anywhere in the
sky.
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Taken from hXp://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2020.html

FOUR reasons to blow the Shofar!

1. For the calling of the assemblies, Numbers 10.2-4
This is therefore a season for GOD’s saints to gather either as leadership or as groups in
solemn assemblies unto the LORD to hear what the Spirit is saying unto the Body at this
Appointed Time.

2. For the journeying of the camps, Numbers 10.5-7
As Israel was compelled to keep moving forward in their journeying to their Land of
Inheritance, so must we individually and collectively insist that in this period, there must be
a moving forward in GOD's Purposes. Reject in this season every form of stagnation —
spiritual, financial, material, as well as destiny and general fulfillment of GOD's
Redemptive Purposes.

3. At the times of war to invite GOD into the battle, Numbers 10.9
As we pass through this so called ember seasons, we need to invite the LORD of Hosts as
the LORD of the Battle into our personal and national battles as the Church in the nations,
so that the LORD will remember us against the strong onslaught of the forces of Satan and
witchcraft.

4. At the times of our Feasts (solemn days) and start of new seasons,
Numbers 10.10
Psalm 20.1-4 “MAY THE LORD answer you in the day of trouble! May the name of the
GOD of Jacob set you up on high (and defend you); Send you help from the sanctuary and
support, refresh, and strengthen you from Zion; Remember all your offerings and accept
your burnt sacrifice. Selah (pause, and think of that)! May He grant you according to your
heart’s desire and fulfill all your plans.

Psalm 20.5-9 We will (shout in) triumph at your salvation and victory, and in the name of
our GOD we will set up our banners. May the LORD fulfill all your petitions. Now I know
that the LORD saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the
saving strength of His right hand. Some trust in and boast of chariots and some of horses,
but we will trust in and boast of the name of the LORD our GOD. They are bowed down
and fallen, but we are risen and stand upright. O LORD, give victory; let the King answer
us when we call.”
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Pray that the Two Sticks of Judah and Ephraim
will become ONE (Psalm 122, Ezekiel 37).
Let us pray that the on-going shakings in the Middle East will draw Jews to their True
Messiah, our KING Y’shua (Jesus).
Proclaim the kingdoms of this world have become the Kingdom of our LORD and His
KING, Y’shua, shall rule forever, amen! (Revelation 4, 5, 11:15)
Thank Him for His Shalom. He has not given us the spirit of fear, but of love, power and
a sound mind. Cover your mind with the Blood of the Lamb and keep looking to Y’shua
(Jesus), the Author and Finisher of your faith.
Thank ABBA FATHER and bless His Name (Psalm 105, 118).
He is called Faithful and True (Revelation 19.11).
Thank ABBA FATHER and bless His Name (Psalm 105, 118).
He is called Faithful and True (Revelation 19.11).

Shalom and GOD's Richest Blessings on you and your household
as you watch and pray.

The following two sections include traditional Jewish commentary and
thoughts on the upcoming new month.
PLEASE NOTE! There are MANY Jewish traditions ➛ including those for celebrating the
Feasts, the New Moons / months, as well as many other celebrations and customs ...
While there is NO problem in using the traditions ➛ MANY of them are beautiful and can
be used as guidelines for Feasts / celebrations; it is IMPORTANT that we keep in mind
they are only TRADITIONS, and not GOD-Given Instructions.
We encourage everyone to FIRST study the Scriptures, to know / understand the
Instructions the FATHER has given us ...
Interestingly, often times you’ll find that the Scriptures give very little Instruction as to HOW
to celebrate or keep the Feasts (as in the case of Shabbat, where are are only a few direct
Instructions given) ➛ this causes us to truly worship in Spirit AND Truth.
To study the Scriptures for the TRUTH (Instructions), and then to be led by the SPIRIT in
how the Father would like us to celebrate / keep His Appointed Times ... this results in us
having to develop and walk in RELATIONSHIP with our Father, which is His very Heart ...
the reason mankind was created in the first place ➛ to walk in FELLOWSHIP with GOD,
as back in the Garden.
So, if there are traditions you find helpful; again, there is no problem in using the
traditions ... we simply encourage everyone to research these traditions out (their history,
origin, and meaning) and TEST them against Scriptures.
We need to be AWARE of and AVOID those traditions (including BOTH the Jewish and
Constantine / “Christian” traditions / customs) that go AGAINST the Father's Instructions.
Keep in mind, this was OFTEN the argument Y'shua had with the Pharisees and religious
leaders in the New Testament, where their traditions were going against and nullifying the
Father's Instructions (Mark 7.1-13 for example).
Be encouraged! As you learn to discern and differentiate between what is MAN-MADE
tradition, and MAN-MADE customs / doctrines ... you discover that the Father’s Yoke truly
is LIGHT and EASY ...

That His Instructions are a BLESSING!

This Month5
May You give us long life,
A life of peace … Shalom,
A life of goodness … Tovah,
A life of blessing … Bracha,
A life of sustenance … Parnassa,
A life of physical health … Hilutz Atzamot,
A life in which there is a fear of heaven and fear of sin … Yirat Shamayim ve’Yirat Chet,
A life in which there is no humiliation … Ein Busha u’Chlimah,
A life of wealth and honor … Osher ve’Kavod,
A life in which we will have love of Torah and awe and reverence of GOD … Ahavat
Torah ve’Yirat HaShem,
A life in which Adonai, the LORD, fulfills our heartfelt requests for good.

Amen, Selah.

Taken from the mailing list of Keren Hannah Pryor - “Appointments With GOD” www.jcstudies.com.
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Highlighted points6 regarding this Biblical month
Every Hebrew month is TRADITIONALLY linked with:
A letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
A constellation sign (the stars), the zodiac are constellations. Psalm 119.1-3 says
that “the heavens declare the Glory of GOD”. If we don’t get into GOD's Way of
understanding the future, you will fall into either an occult way or your own way, called
humanism. Everyone has some kind of system that they align with (even if it is their
own system).
One of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.
A development of “threes”.
Nisan is the 1st month of GOD’s Annual Cycle as well as the month of the tribe of
Judah, which means “praise”. In this first month of the year, be sure everything you do
starts with praise and thanksgiving (Judges 1.2; 20.18).
This is the month of redemption (a price has been paid for you to be unlocked out of
every one of your prisons). Study the story of Ruth and claim your destiny.
This is the time of miracles (Nehemiah 2.1; Esther 3.7).
The annual renewal of GOD’s Plan as revealed in the season of Feasts. Ask the Holy
Spirit to blow upon you for refreshing, new revelation, and a quickened understanding
of what GOD is doing in your life.
A month of thanking GOD for your deliverance, step into the full freedom of the
Passover season.
Be like Joshua and be prepared to cross over during this month (Joshua 1.6-9), into
your promised land.
The following points regarding this new month are based on these principles.
The heavens declare the Glory of GOD (Psalm 19 as well as Psalm 8.1-3) - we look at
the moon and the stars and want to know what Glory of GOD they are declaring. They
are declaring the redemptive plan of GOD into the earth realm and we need to walk in
it. The heavens are in a circuit (Psalm 19.6). You can picture this as the Word of GOD
that encircles the earth. If we understand this and receive this, we can pull it in to the
earth realm, so to speak. What is the redemptive plan of GOD for any given month that
He wants us to enter into? We need to understand that plan and then walk it out.
We need other people. This is how we were made. Mistrust of others is a sign of a root
of rejection. It will prevent you from coming into the fullness and the strength that you
can get from others. This can result in having to go through your wilderness by
yourself.
Periodically, there will always be seasons of wilderness to go through. Y’shua’s (Jesus)
example teaches us the wilderness principle: a place of testing that produces
testimony, and brings one into confrontation with the enemy. However, this is a warning
to be properly connected. If you are isolated, will get easily picked off by the enemy.

6

Chuck Pierce, “Glory of Zion”, hXps://gloryofzion.org/

This Month is linked to the Tribe of Judah
The names of the Hebrew months have their origin from the exile of the Jews to Babylonia
and Persia. In the Scriptures the months are originally numbered, such as, the first month,
the second month. The Babylonian-Persian names can be found in later books of the
Bible, such as the Book of Esther.
This “first month” (Nissan), was established by GOD at the Exodus from Egypt: “This
month shall be for you the first of the months” (Exodus 12.2). It was a new day for the
slaves who stood on the threshold of freedom. Now their days, as the chosen people of
the King of the Universe, would be counted.
This FIRST month, with the festival of Passover on the fifteenth of the month, always
signals the Season of Spring, the time of rebirth and new life. As it is the first, or “king”, of
the months, the kings of Israel were inaugurated on Rosh Chodesh Nissan and the years
of their kingship were measured by this date.
Zvi Ryzman informs from Bnei Yissachar, Ma’amerei Chodesh Nissan 1:4 ... “In the order
of encampments, (Nissan) corresponds to the tribe of Yehudah, from whom ‘the stump of
Jewish royalty’ will emerge.”
The symbol on the standard of the tribe of Judah, as they led the formation of the tribes of
Israel through the wilderness, was the lion - the “king” of the animal world.
Revelation 5:5 "Weep not; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah (Yehudah) the Root of
David, has conquered, so that He can open the scroll and its seven seals".

In his prophetic vision recorded in the book of Revelation, whom
did John behold?
None but the Passover Lamb of GOD, who lay down His Life that all may be set free from
bondage and enter the Kingdom of GOD. He says,
Revelation 5:6-7 “I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain … and He went and
took the scroll from the Right Hand of Him who was seated on the throne,”
And the elders fell before the Lamb and they sang a new song,
Revelation 5:9-10 "Worthy are You … for You were slain and by Your blood ransomed
many for GOD from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and You have made
them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on earth".
The Lamb, who is the Lion, is the King of these who shall reign on earth when he sets up
his throne in Jerusalem and establishes the Kingdom of his Father on earth, as it is in
Heaven.

When Jacob blessed his sons before his death, he proclaimed to Judah:
Genesis 49:8 “Yehudah, you, your brothers shall acknowledge!”
The translation Onkelos suggests that Yehudah would be acclaimed by all his brothers due
to the honesty and courage he evidenced in the issue with his daughter-in-law, Tamar. He
immediately and openly acknowledged his guilt and said,
Genesis 38: “ … She is more righteous than I…”
His admission saved her life. This same regard for innocent life is illustrated when Judah
wisely advises his brothers not to take Joseph’s life after they had thrown him in the pit
(Genesis 36.26-27).
The Midrash notes the interesting fact that all his brothers would eventually be called by
Yehudah’s name. “No one would introduce himself as a Reuvenite or a Shimonite - they
would all refer to themselves as Yehudim.”
It was highlighted when GOD commanded that Abraham sacrifice Isaac and he acted
counter to his deep instinct to preserve his beloved son. Abraham’s loyal obedience
together with Isaac’s trusting, humble willingness to be bound on the altar as a sacrifice
are glowing examples of putting nothing, no form of idol, not even one’s own life and
aspirations, before one’s reverence of GOD - the Creator and Giver of life.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego chose, in their faithfulness, to face the flames of the
most intense furnace and Daniel chose to be thrown into a den of hungry lions rather than
bow to a foreign idol - and it could well be the Messiah of the tribe of Yehudah who met
them there and preserved them. The same Lion of Judah who would offer himself as a
sacrificial Lamb in order to make the ultimate and perfect sacrifice for the people of GOD.
It is no surprise, therefore, that the God of Israel chose to place His Name and to build the
House of His Holy Presence, the Beit HaMikdash, in the portion of the Promised Land
allocated to the tribe of Judah. The place of the Holy Mount where Abraham bound Isaac
to the altar and GOD provided the ram; the place where Y'shua said, “Abraham saw my
day and was glad,” and where he lay down his life in faithful obedience - in Jerusalem, the
City of King David, and the City of the Great King who will reign there forever. When King
Solomon built and dedicated the Temple, GOD promised:
2 Chronicles 7.14-16 “Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayer that
is made in this place. For now I have chosen and consecrated this House that My Name
may be there forever; My eyes and My heart will be there for all time.”
Today, the place, haMakom, is where the Holy Mount, the Western Wall stands in
Jerusalem and remains of the Temple still rest, will abide for all time as GOD promised.
He allowed the beautiful Temple to be destroyed in order that it might be built as a Living
Sanctuary in the hearts of His people. With the blood of the Lamb on their hearts and in
the power of His Spirit of Holiness, they were enabled to carry the light of His Presence
and the truth of His Word into the nations to dispel the darkness of idolatry.

The Lion of Judah, the offspring of David of the tribe of Yehudah, would indeed prevail and
make the way for all “without GOD and without hope” to repent and to enter eternal life in
the Household of GOD.

Priestly Blessing
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
Numbers 6:27 “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el,
so that I will Bless them.”

