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Weeks 32 & 33
This is the first portion of the new cycle.

DO NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OTHERS
The verse that stands out for me this week is:
Leviticus 25:14 “If you sell anything to your neighbor or buy anything from him, neither of
you is to exploit the other.”
Leviticus 25:17 “Thus you are not to take advantage of each other, but you are to fear
your God; for I am ADONAI your God.

Consider This …
The verse tells a unique aspect pf YHVH’s Character.
Any time that we do something negative towards another person … irrespective of their
status in life, we are displaying to the world that we have no “fear / awe” of YHVH.
I suggest that very few people realize or accept this if we observe the number of times that
people are exploited / disadvantaged in one way or another .
Every time you turn the TV news on, you will see one group of people who have a gripe
where they are voicing their concern in a particular way. It could be a simple protest, or it
could even become violent behavior with extreme consequences for innocent bystanders.
I am not debating the validity their gripe. What I do highlight as unacceptable behavior is
the way that they go about expressing it …
There is no need to cause harm to bystanders.
There is no need inconvenience other people.
There is no need to burn down buildings and to throw rubbish all over the streets of the
community.
Sadly, I am suggesting that much of what we witness today on a regular basis are acts that
exploit, or put others at a disadvantage. In other words, we see that not many people have
a “fear of YHVH”.
The Torah defines the yardstick with which we can measure our actions daily.
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Compassion
Humility
Generosity
Justice,
…. are but a few.
We should not just try to restrict our thinking to preventing the abuse of others, we should
also go further to see how we can reduce the burden on our fellowman.
Let’s take the example of a man carrying a heavy load on his
back, or even battling along on the street, together with his
donkey, heavily overloaded.
If we merely look on and walk past, then we fail in the spiritual
understanding of not taking advantage of others. You see, if
your hands are empty, or you have a wagon that is empty,
and we fail to ease another’s burden, then we have taken
advantage of them
Here are just a few thoughts:
(1) Always keep your promises.
It is easy to commit to giving someone a helping hand.
What we need to do is ensure that we are able to deliver on that promise.
We must be in a place where we have capacity to be able to do what we promise - in other
words:
Have the time slot open,
have the talents that will result in a suitable outcome, and
have the resource to ensure that we can finish whatever it is that we started.
(2) Set an example by acts of caring and thoughtfulness.
Very often, people will not have the freedom to ask for help … in some cases they may
also be too proud to ask for help.
We need to have our spiritual eyes open at all times … ready to see the need and to
understand that how we approach the circumstance, can either be a blessing or a curse for example: if we cause the other person to be embarrassed.
I would like to set this point within another framework.
Let’s live and walk in such a manner so that we do not become a stumbling block for
others.
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In the verse that follows, we note that YHVH speaks only of two defined examples … I
submit to you, that this is by way of an example, and is not meant to be the ONLY
example. (our study verse makes it clear) “do not take advantage of each other” … all
others.
Leviticus 19:14 “Do not speak a curse against a deaf person or place an obstacle in the
way of a blind person; rather, fear your God; I am ADONAI.”
(3) Be quick to forgive.
We will be hurt by other people.
They may do things that we do not like, either intentionally, or without ever meaning to
do that.
Think carefully before you react.
Do not put your own hurts and desires first and foremost in such times.
Do not seek to get an explanation or an apology.
Be quick to reach out in reconciliation.
(Clearly repeated acts of unacceptable behavior or willful harm will need another course of
action, but make sure that we do not seek to be justified every time.)
(4) Be realistic about the level of expectation that you set of others.
Very often we have an expectation about how things should be done.
You may well be a perfectionist and can always find some point of non-conformist.
You may well have a higher level of knowledge, experience, or just a greater endowment
of talent.

Consider others!
How will they feel when they are measured against this standard?
Is it correct to measure them against the same standard?
Do we build others when we set an unacceptable level of performance ?
(5) Give others the benefit of the doubt.
People are late for the meeting,
forget to pick up that important parcel,
fail to remember the birthday or the anniversary date … all sorts of circumstances.
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Very often, we will find out that none of these are done with any negative intent.
We can say that:
• its bad manners,
• that a simple diary system could easily be implemented,
• and so on.
I am not for one minute saying that people should continue to abuse you all the time. If
however, the day-to-day normal character traits of the person reveal that this latest act is
out of norm, then give them the benefit of the doubt.
(6) Take a stand against any “bully” that you come across.
Not a day goes by where we do not hear about some form of bullying.
The school system is rife with this kind of behavior.
Smaller, weaker children and girls will be subjected to terrible acts of humiliation.
But it’s not only children, it’s also the action by men and women against people who are
different to who they are, or would like to see in their society.
It’s also the action / words by people that can only be described as anti-Semitic.

"
In fact the levels of anti-Semitic actions are growing all over the world, and with the advent
of new technology … such as smart phones and all of these communication applications,
these hateful messages / images can be spread to influence greater numbers of people.
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Wherever we see:
• the big abusing the small,
• the many abusing the few,
• the blatant discrimination against some,
then we should know … it’s time to make a stand!
(7) Take a stand against all those who speak - Lashon Hara.
It’s becoming a serious disease in the world today … there is a tendency to think that we
can discuss other people in the presence of many and make all sorts of comments,
express opinions, and influence the way others think of that person, without any
consequences.
We have noted times when 4-5 people engage in this type of activity, and then record their
conversation so that they can spread their hateful comments and ideas to others, while
pretending to be GOD-fearing individuals.
There is a level of pride and arrogance that goes with this behavior and the harm caused
to others can seldom if ever, be reversed.
So please … take a stand against this evil process!
(8) Take a stand when others take advantage of you.
Some people are naturally shy and withdrawn.
Others have been wounded by the actions and words of family and friends.
People who are outgoing and have strong character attributes can easily (and not always
with bad intentions) walk all over you.
You need to discover the TRUTH about how YHVH sees you, and you need to
establish the full value of the POTENTIAL that YHVH has deposited in you so that you
can respond adequately in these circumstances.
You need to learn how to establish GODLY boundaries that will ensure that you have a
safe place from which to work.
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WHAT WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK?
1. Have we asked YHVH to open our spiritual eyes to see the opportunities for
change that we can personally make?
2. Have we asked YHVH to give us courage to make a stand against any act of
abuse against others that we see / hear of?
3. Are there circumstances where we have to bring restoration because we failed to
reflect the Light of MESSIAH, or
4. Is there a need for time with YHVH where we hold introspection and make a
commitment to act differently in future?
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A FINAL THOUGHT
There is a critical lesson to be leant in this Torah portion.
In the striving:
- to be good to people,
- to make sure that we are always honest and above board,
- to make sure that we do nothing to harm anyone,
It’s very easy to come to a place where you allow people to walk all over you … to take
advantage of you!
There are at least two important lessons to learn.
(i) Always remember to keep the balance
We are given the right to freedom of choice.
There will always be people in the world that have needs. In many such instances, these
people have made choices and they are busy dealing with the consequences.
YHVH has placed you in a family … we have a responsibility towards the family;
- to care for them
- to role model good behavior
- to teach them the ways of YHVH.
At no stage should we put this responsibility under threat of failure.
But, we also have a role to play in the community … and that’s equally important.
(ii) Watch out for burn-out
These words speak for themselves.
There is a greater need out there than the capacity that we individually have.
Over-committing and then having to keep your promises, can have terrible consequences,
… on your own health, but also on the emotional well-being of the family.
However, there is a promise of a Blessing from YHVH … keep His Commandments and
do good towards your neighbor … and you will live securely in the land!
Leviticus 25:18-19 “Therefore you shall DO My statutes and keep MY rules and
perform them, and then you will dwell in the Land securely. The Land will yield its fruit,
and you will eat your fill and dwell in it securely.”
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BLESSING
Numbers 6:24-27

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
Numbers 6:27 “In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Isra’el, so that I will
Bless them.”
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