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Week 13 - Shemot

WORDS AND THE BURNING BUSH

This portion comes from:
Ex 1:1-6:1, Is 27:6-28, Jer 1:1-2:3 and Matt 22:23-33, Luke 20:27-44
Heb 11:23-26.
If there ever is a story that catches the attention of people, then its this one of Moses and the
burning bush.
The images that we can create in the mind’s eye reflect the extent of the miracle. But what are the
lessons for you and me today?

WE ARE CALLED TO OPEN OUR EYES TO THE SPIRITUAL REALM.

In the Garden of Eden, we eat of the forbidden fruit.
We are told that man’s eyes are “opened.” A closer look at
this verse tells us something else:
The moment we eat of the forbidden fruit our eyes are opened
to the physical domain, to the natural things of this world,
to our own ego, as well as to the concept of evil.
However before this sad event occurs, our eyes were open to
the spiritual domain - we were able to walk in intimacy with
God..
In today’s world the “old man /our natural eyes” study the opportunities that we are presented with,
for example like self-enrichment, power and so on in mind.
But we are spiritual beings, made in the Image of God and should therefore be looking at
opportunities from that perspective. Since our eyes /heart is more focused on the physical
things, and our spirits are yearning to have spiritual intimacy/connection with God, we discover
that we live with a measure of constant internal conflict.
Paul teaches this principle in his first letter to the Corinthians:
1 Cor 15:45-49
In fact, the Tanakh says so: Adam, the first man, became a living human being; but the last
“Adam” has become a life-giving Spirit. 46 Note, however, that the body from the Spirit did not
come first, but the ordinary human one; the one from the Spirit comes afterwards. 47 The first man
is from the earth, made of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 People born of dust are like
the man of dust, and people born from heaven are like the man from heaven; 49 and just as we
have borne the image of the man of dust, so also we will bear the image of the man from
heaven.
We are called to walk in the natural, but we are supposed to be interpreting/determining our
actions [making spiritual impact] according to the standard of the Bible, reflecting the Messiah.
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What do we really see within the burning bush?
As we dig deeper into this portion, I would like to start off by highlighting the connection between
both the physical [Exodus] and spiritual [Revelation] examples.
As we study these passages we will see that the picture of the burning bush, is equal to, or a
mirror image of the Menorah in the Book of Revelation.
Ex 3:2-3
The angel of ADONAI appeared to him in a fire blazing from the middle of a bush. He looked
and saw that although the bush was flaming with fire, yet the bush was not being burned up. 3
Moshe said, “I’m going to go over and see this amazing sight and find out why the bush isn’t being
burned up.”
Rev 1:12-16
I turned around to see who was speaking to me; and when I had turned, I saw seven gold
menorahs; 13 and among the menorahs was someone like a Son of Man, wearing a robe
down to his feet and a gold band around his chest. 14 His head and hair were as white as
snow-white wool, his eyes like a fiery flame, 15 his feet like burnished brass refined in a
furnace, and his voice like the sound of rushing waters.16 In his right hand he held seven
stars, out of his mouth went a sharp double-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in
full strength.
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WITH MESSIAH

Now, lets look at the practical application for today:

A purposeful walk
We all are on a journey through life. The question to be asked is this:
Are we rushing from one point to another as a measure of success, or are we wandering
aimlessly about without any real purpose?
You see, the attitude that I embrace before I start, will determine what sort of result I would expect
to achieve.
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People who are spiritually mature will reveal the following attributes:
• Thoughtfulness
The road that I walk on may be tar or gravel. The landscape that I am moving through can
be flat like the Karoo, or the wine fields if the Cape with mountains and valleys.
The weather can be extremely hot or cold, windy or rain.
If I take the time to think about things, I will be able to differentiate the ordinary, from the
unusual, and the exceptional from the common in every image that my eyes take in.
Our minds have recorded thousands of images, from real life, to those out of books and
magazines.
If I live with an expectation, think carefully about whatever I see, I may just notice a miracle.
• Reflection
God has made us to be of His Image. Our brains are
powerful instruments that can absorb, sort, rearrange and
interpret data so that we can form an opinion of the value/
importance of what we have received.
We can take in the image of the most spectacular sunset
and file it under sundry/trash.
Or we can stop and reflect on the importance of health, family, and friends and then seek
ways to share this moment with someone special.
We have been placed on earth at this exact point in time with a purpose.
We should be asking — what can I do, and who can I bless, with every “moment of time”
that we have been blessed to enjoy.
• Humility
Every image that we register has value, not only to you, but also to others.
Some individuals are blessed with a greater ability to “see” into the spiritual realm, to
recognise the Hand of God, to receive the blessing.
It is my belief that we are still daily receiving images that have the same message as the
burning bush.
These are moments when the discerning eye/heart will know that God is calling us to move
in a certain direction.
This walk of spiritual growth demands that we remain humble and know that God requires a
greater level of accountability from you to bless the Body of Messiah.
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1. A walk of transformation



The fire does not consume God’s people. Instead, like the Bush we will remain behind, but we
read/understand that the purpose of God’s fire is purify us from the sin and the uncleanness of this
world. The resilience of the bush tells us that something significant is happening here…
Deut 4:20
No, You ADONAI has taken and brought out of the smelting furnace, out of Egypt, to be a people
of inheritance for Him, as you are today.
Is 43:1-3
But now this is what ADONAI says,
He who created you, Ya‘akov,
He who formed you, Isra’el:
“Don’t be afraid, for I have redeemed you;
I am calling you by your name; you are mine.
2 When you pass through water, I will be with you;
when you pass through rivers, they will not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire, you will not be scorched —
the flame will not burn you.
3 For I am ADONAI, your God,
the Holy One of Isra’el, your Savior —
I have given Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and S’va for you.
We also see that the prophet Malachi repeats this concept, as he is taken through the fire in order
to be refined
Mal 3:2-6
But who can endure the day when He comes?
Who can stand when He appears?
For He will be like a refiner’s fire,
like the soapmaker’s lye.
3 He will sit, testing and purifying the silver;
He will purify the sons of Levi,
refining them like gold and silver,
so that they can bring offerings to ADONAI uprightly.
4 Then the offering of Y’hudah and Yerushalayim
will be pleasing to ADONAI,
as it was in the days of old,
as in years gone by.
5 “Then I will approach you for judgment; and I will be quick to witness
against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers; against those who take advantage
of wage-earners, widows and orphans; against those who rob the foreigner of his rights
and don’t fear me,” says ADONAI-Tzva’ot.
6 “But because I, ADONAI, do not change,
you sons of Ya‘akov will not be destroyed.
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We therefore understand that every trial and tribulation that we face is a form of God’s Holy Fire.
No hardship is ever without a meaning. And now we have the consolation---God allows this so that
you and I can be presented as the Bride and can walk in the blessing of a child of the Covenant.

2. A walk of passionate potential

The key understanding is taken up in the words that Moses uses to describe God:
• A Consuming Fire
• An impassioned God
Deut 4:24
For ADONAI your God is a Consuming Fire, a jealous God.
God wants us to be passionate about the life He has given us.
More importantly, God wants us to use, to the fullest potential, the talents and the gifts that He
has irrevocably placed inside of us.

Anyone who fails to seize the opportunity given to him, will walk past the burning bush and
miss the gift of a blessing.

WE ARE CALLED TO SPEAK

The calling to speak would seem to
indicate the use of the mouth, words
and stories.
Speaking is however also a ‘doing’
function.
Our actions speak more about what
we believe and think, than we can ever
imagine. It’s for this reason that adults
are called to be role models or
mentors.
When our actions and our words are
aligned, people will believe what we are saying, and that is also when we can expect to make an
impact on other people’s lives.
Many people today think that “speaking” will change the world—we see this in the often
judgmental statements that are made about people’s choices, or we see it in the “make positive
statements” preachers who seem to think that positive talking will redeem lives.
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As we study the prophets and the apostles we see that they add credibility to their words by
reflecting the Will of God in the actions that they took.
Jer 1:6-8
I said, “Oh, Adonai ELOHIM, I don’t even know how to speak! I’m just a child!” 7 But ADONAI said
to me, “Don’t say, ‘I’m just a child.’
“For you will go to whomever I send you,
and you will speak whatever I order you.
8 Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you, says ADONAI,
to rescue you.”
Acts 5:28-32
We gave you strict orders not to teach in this Name! Look here! you have filled Yerushalayim with
your teaching; moreover, you are determined to make us responsible for this Man’s death!
29 Kefa (Peter) and the other emissaries answered, “We must obey God, not men. 30 The God
of our fathers raised up Yeshua, whereas you men killed Him by having Him hanged on a
stake. 31 God has exalted this Man at His Right Hand as Ruler and Savior, in order to enable
Isra’el to do t’shuvah and have her sins forgiven. 32 We are witnesses to these things; so is the
Ruach Hakodesh, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”

Our words and our actions can both build or break down.
When we walk in integrity, and we love our neighbours with real meaning, and we declare words of
LIFE/BLESSING/PURPOSE over others we will be sowing seeds of God’s Image into fertile
ground.
Jer 1:9-10
Then ADONAI put out His Hand and touched my mouth, and ADONAI said to me, “There! I have
put My Words in your mouth.
10 Today I have placed you over nations and kingdoms
to uproot and to tear down,
to destroy and to demolish,
to build and to plant.”
With that background, let us look at the interchange of words between God AND Moses.
Ex 4:10-13
Moshe said to ADONAI, “Oh, Adonai, I’m a terrible speaker. I always have been, and I’m no
better now, even after You’ve spoken to Your servant! My words come slowly, my tongue
moves slowly.” 11 ADONAI answered him, “Who gives a person a mouth? Who makes a person
dumb or deaf, keen-sighted or blind? Isn’t it I, ADONAI? 12 Now, therefore, go; and I will be with
your mouth and will teach you what to say.”
But he replied, “Please, Lord, send someone else — anyone you want!”
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What we understand is that Moses did not know who he was!! He needed to learn who God was
— the incident at the burning bush revealed this to him. But even after that Moses still did not
know who he was.
Being slow to speak, or being someone without eloquent words, is NOT the gift.
What we need is the character attributes of love kindness, perseverance, humility, long
suffering….
When you and I have an abundance of
these qualities, we do not need many
words.
Our actions speak louder than the words.
We will later find out that his brother Aaron,
was a good speaker, but his character would
reveal some serious drawbacks.

God dresses us up for the task at hand!
Whatever we have to say and do… we will be empowered to stand.
Jer 1:17-19
“But you, dress for action; stand up and tell them
everything I order you to say.
When you confront them, don’t break down; or I will break you down in front of them!
18 For today, you see, I have made you into a fortified city, a pillar of iron,
a wall of bronze against the whole land — against the kings of Y’hudah, against its princes,
against its cohanim and the people of the land.
19 They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you,
for I am with you, says ADONAI, to rescue you.”

WE ARE CALLED TO STAND ON HOLY GROUND

An interesting story is told in this portion for the first time, and then repeated in the Book of
Joshua.
In both cases the man is told to take off his
shoes, because he is standing on holy ground.
Ex 3:5-6
He said, “Don’t come any closer! Take your
sandals off your feet, because the place where
you are standing is Holy Ground. 6 I am the God
of your father,” He continued, “the God of
Avraham, the God of Yitz’chak and the God of
Ya‘akov.” Moshe covered his face, because he was
afraid to look at God.
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Jos 5:14-15
No,” he replied, “but I am the commander of ADONAI’s army; I have come just now.” Y’hoshua fell
down with his face to the ground and worshipped him, then asked, “What does my lord have to
say to his servant?” 15 The commander of ADONAI’s army answered Y’hoshua, “Take your
sandals off your feet, because the place where you are standing is holy.” And Y’hoshua did
so.

What could this mean for us today?

I suggest that there are two principles that we need to grasp:
1. Stepping up to a place of authority
We see that when leaders meet God Face to face and are transformed to be Godly leaders, they
need to “take off” their shoes in a prophetic act of accepting responsibility in God’s Kingdom.
Elders and other leaders need to “prove” that its really God that is in control — all to often we find
that man has moved from a position of stewardship to one of “boss.”
Our shoes will lead us from place to place on this earth. The question will be, is it God that is
leading, or am I just walking.
It’s only leaders that have been anointed for this purpose that will “remember” the fire of
Holiness on their feet
2. Getting ready for the Heavenly Tabernacle
Paul tells us that the Tabernacle in the Heavens, under the Great High Priest Y’shua, in the Order
of Melchezedek, is ready to receive those who are the true Bride.

Only those whose “feet” are pure and holy, those who are submitted to His authority will be
allowed to enter in.

Final thought

Moses has a staff in his hand.
I submit that it’s the branch from an Almond tree.
The Almond tells us that God watches over us:
Jer 1:11-12
The word of ADONAI came to me, asking, “Yirmeyahu, what do you see?” I answered, “I see a
branch from an almond tree [Hebrew: shaked]. 12 Then ADONAI said to me, “You have seen
well, because I am watching [Hebrew: “shoked"] to fulfill My Word.”
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Jer 44:27
I am watching over them for harm, not for good. All the men of Y’hudah in the land of Egypt will be
destroyed by sword and famine, until none of them is left.

Priestly Blessing


“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.

SHALOM

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless
them.”
—Numbers 24:24-27
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