BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
READING
---Roly Buys--1

Week 14 — Va’era — I Appeared
This week’s portion comes from Ex 6:2-9:35, Ezek 28:25-29:21, and 2 Cor 6:14-7:1

A LEGACY FOR THE CHILDREN

This story is taken up with the detail of the TEN plagues and
Pharaoh’s resistance towards God. This has become one of
the most famous stories within all languages and people.
The sheer magnitude of the events as they unfold, from one
plague to the next, together with the final Passover supper
just seems to become bolder and bigger.
Yet within this story, we see the hearts and fears of
ordinary man:
• Surely, Pharaoh will listen this time?!
• Will it never end?
And one can almost sense the doubt that would start to
rise… What if he does not listen?
We have God’s Promise to hold onto: “if we call out—He
will deliver us”
Also, in the very early stages of the portion we find these words:
Ex 6:8
“I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Avraham, Yitz’chak and Ya‘akov — I
will give it to you as your inheritance. I am ADONAI.”
We see that there is a promise – the Hebrew word used for “inheritance” is:
“mo-ra-sha” - (Strong’s 4181)
This word is translated as:
• Inheritance
• Heritage
• Possession.
However in Hebrew we also find another word that is used to describe an inheritance namely “Yesusha”
This word is best used when describing the estate that has been left behind when a
father dies.
We have no real right to the inheritance.
We do not work to earn the inheritance; we get it merely because we are children.
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Because we have not earned this inheritance, we find that this is often the reason that the
next generation destroys the wealth given to them. They mostly do not value what they get
for free.
The story of Exodus, however, talks to the giving of “land.” We might easily think that
this is the left over of an estate.
However consider this: the land of Israel has always and will always belong to God.
There is nothing to give…
The principle of God, namely Jubilee, is that the land is restored to a family every fifty
years… this makes us understand that we never really have permanent ownership rights.
The next time, and only time that this word “mo-ra-sha” is used, is in Deuteronomy where
Moses tells us that we “inherit “ the TORAH.
What we understand here is that there are certain “things” that will not be passed on to
be “used up” by the next generation. It may well be that one generation chooses not to
use this gift from God, but it remains intact for the generations following, to return to His
ways and reclaim the gift.
Deut 33:4
the Torah Moshe commanded us
as an inheritance for the community of Ya‘akov.

Physical [yesusha]


Spiritual [morasha]


I can give away cash, clothes,

I can’t give way the land and the

cars


WORD

I can INSTILL the the values/

I can waste cash, clothes, cars…


principles and the appreciation of
God’s WORD into the NEXT
GENERATION.


I leave a testament

I hand over a legacy, by a role
model of Godly living.
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HOW DO I START THIS PROCESS OF HANDING OVER THE LEGACY?

1. Reconnect with God.
You and I have to connect our children back to the promise of freedom:
Ex 6:6-7
Therefore, say to the people of Isra’el: ‘I am ADONAI. I will free you from the forced labor
of the Egyptians, rescue you from their oppression, and redeem you with an outstretched
arm and with great judgments. 7 I will take you as my people, and I will be your God. Then
you will know that I am ADONAI, who freed you from the forced labor of the Egyptians.
We start by instilling the understanding that God watches over us, and that He is always
ready to “deliver” us, as soon as we cry out.
Importantly, this “crying out” is not a soul/ego /self cry, but the heart felt anguish of a spirit
that yearns to reconnect with a Father/God.
You and I accomplish this when we respectfully, remember God by celebrating the
Feast of Passover.
2. Role-model God‘s attributes and be a reflector of His Light.
As humans we learn by example. Whatever we see with our eyes, becomes the image
that we use as a benchmark, when we start out on our own journey.
If deceit, unfaithfulness, and other negative values are the benchmark for a child, then
history has shown, that is the path they will most likely also follow.
If sincerity and truth are the daily benchmark, then we have an excellent chance to see
the next generation using those same values to impact the community that they live in…
As parents we have a critical role to reflect God’s Light without any self/ego influencing it
at all. Paul, will tell us that this is also why you and I are to keep the Feast of Passover, as
it reminds us of our calling in life.
1 Cor 5:6-8
Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know the saying, “It takes only a little hametz to
leaven a whole batch of dough?” 7 Get rid of the old hametz, so that you can be a new
batch of dough, because in reality you are unleavened. For our Pesach lamb, the Messiah,
has been sacrificed. 8 So let us celebrate the Seder not with leftover hametz, the
hametz of wickedness and evil, but with the matzah of purity and truth.
3. Be a warrior–servant
We , as the Body of Messiah, are in this world, but not of this world.
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There is a calling to be separated - to be Holy, to be Royal Priests living in a community
that does not necessarily like or accept our
beliefs or values.

Spiritual


We also know, that there will always be a
Pharaoh-type leader that will try to destroy the
Body of Messiah, NOT for what we are, but
for Whom we represent.
We are therefore called /empowered to be
leaders like Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, that
will set a standard of servanthood.
But, our other function, under the banner of
leadership, is to be a warrior.
Moses fought with Pharaoh in the physical
domain, today we fight the kingdom of
darkness in the spiritual domain.

Physical

Let my people go, so that they can
worship me in the desert

Ex 7:6
and say to him, ‘ADONAI, the God of the Hebrews,
sent me to you to say: “Let my people go, so that
they can worship me in the desert.” But until now you
haven’t listened;

We are to put on the whole armor of
God and go to war.

Eph 6:10-19
Finally, grow powerful in union with the Lord, in union
with his mighty strength! 11 Use all the armor and
weaponry that God provides, so that you will be able
to stand against the deceptive tactics of the Adversary.
12 For we are not struggling against human beings,
but against the rulers, authorities and cosmic powers
governing this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realm. 13 So take up every piece
of war equipment God provides; so that when the evil
day comes, you will be able to resist; and when the
battle is won, you will still be standing. 14 Therefore,
stand! Have the belt of truth buckled around your
waist, put on righteousness for a breastplate, 15
and wear on your feet the readiness that comes
from the Good News of shalom. 16 Always carry the
shield of trust, with which you will be able to extinguish
all the flaming arrows of the Evil One. 17 And take the
helmet of deliverance; along with the sword given by
the Spirit, that is, the Word of God; 18 as you pray at
all times, with all kinds of prayers and requests, in the
Spirit, vigilantly and persistently, for all God’s people.
19 And pray for me, too, that whenever I open my
mouth, the words will be given to me to be bold in
making known the secret of the Good News.

Worldly leaders will take away our freedom, will seek to enslave, will seek to destroy.
Leaders like Pharaoh, Hitler and others attempt this in the raw physical.
Today there are many who make use of far more subtle, and possibly more dangerous
means to ensure the same result — child slavery, rape, abuse, mind control, violence on
children etc. achieve the same result where individuals are broken to such an extent
that they are not able to function normally.
What is the goal of warfare?

A study of the Books of Joshua, Judges, and 1,2 Kings will reveal the following goal:
1. To destroy the enemy and to apportion the land [a set apart nation]
2. To appoint Godly leadership — those that strive for unity amongst all, and who give
God the glory for victory[ Holy Priests]
3. To build a Tabernacle with worship in spirit and truth [Living Stones]
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This portion’s primary goal is to teach us/is concerned with the “how to conduct warfare”
We are currently reading about the warfare between God and Pharaoh, with Moses as a
spokesperson.
This portion tells us that we have to go to war — but it’s in the stories of Joshua, that
we find the strategy of how to war:
A. Consecrate the people
No battle can commence unless the warriors have been dedicated to the job, dressed
in the full armour, and trained to withstand the rigours /hardship of the battle.
B. We must Ensure that every tribe commits their fair share of manpower to the
war effort
We must be in unity about the purpose of the war. Even more critical, every tribe [each
and every part of the Body of Messiah] must have dedicated their men to the war effort.
Every time that we go to war without the full complement, we are doing so at great
risk… some part of our armament is missing, and if the enemy realises this, then we
could be caught out in any counter attack.
C. Bring a first fruit offering
The Bible highlights a very important principle: the spoils of the war belong to Him…
remember the consequences when one man picked up a few items in the ruins of
JERICHO.
D. Destroy the enemy’s fortress [completely]
Our example is repeated time and again… we are not to leave a gap for the enemy.
Every fortress, From Jericho, to Hazor was destroyed.
E. WE must Guard against walking by sight and not by faith.
Victory , has the consequence of causing many to think that its time to rest.
Warfare is time consuming, its dirty, its tiring, its bloody…
But when we think that we can rest, and leave a little room for others [like not
conquering all of the enemy], then we will find that that stand up to be a thorn in our
side forever.
F. Continue until the war is finally over.
Joshua carried on until he had dealt with all of the major “kings.” all that remained was
that minor tribal leaders in small villages needed to be defeated.
A enemy not dealt with, rises from the ashes, to fight again on another day.

The warfare that today’s servant-leaders have to take is far different from the time of
Moses. BUT the truth is that God will empower those who will strive on behalf of his
children with courage and a wisdom, and strength that will be more than enough.
Moses had a staff.
We have the Staff of the WORD and the Rod of the Holy Spirit.
4. Renew the Covenant terms daily.
We are Sons and Daughter’s of Abraham , by adoption, through the work of Messiah.
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The terms of the Covenant are clear: walk in obedience to His Commandments, His
yoke is light…
John 14:21, 15:9-11
Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me, and the one who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.”
“Just as my Father has loved me, I too have loved you; so stay in my love. 10 If you keep
my commands, you will stay in my love — just as I have kept my Father’s commands and
stay in his love. 11 I have said this to you so that my joy may be in you, and your joy be
complete.
The blessings that come from a life lived inside of the boundary of the Covenant are also
clear: protection/provision/deliverance.
Gen 17:1-2, 7-8
When Avram was 99 years old ADONAI appeared to Avram and said to him, “I am El
Shaddai [God Almighty]. Walk in my presence and be pure-hearted. 2 I will make my
covenant between me and you, and I will increase your numbers greatly.”

Final thoughts

The WORD tells us that we can hand over a legacy of “Land and the Word “
How much more valuable is that, than assets?
The “land” is the talents that have been deposited in a family over years.
Rom 12:3-8
For I am telling every single one of you, through the grace that has been given to me, not
to have exaggerated ideas about your own importance. Instead, develop a sober estimate
of yourself based on the standard which God has given to each of you, namely, trust. 4 For
just as there are many parts that compose one body, but the parts don’t all have the same
function; 5 so there are many of us, and in union with the Messiah we comprise one body,
with each of us belonging to the others. 6 But we have gifts that differ and which are
meant to be used according to the grace that has been given to us. If your gift is prophecy,
use it to the extent of your trust; 7 if it is serving, use it to serve; if you are a teacher, use
your gift in teaching; 8 if you are a counselor, use your gift to comfort and exhort; if you are
someone who gives, do it simply and generously; if you are in a position of leadership,
lead with diligence and zeal; if you are one who does acts of mercy, do them cheerfully.
The “Word” is the precepts that are laid into our hearts/mind by the dedicated walk of a
parent that seeks every opportunity to reveal the Light of God’s Character.
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Deut 6:3-9
Therefore listen, Isra’el, and take care to obey, so that things will go well with you, and so
that you will increase greatly, as ADONAI, the God of your ancestors, promised you by
giving you a land flowing with milk and honey. 4 “Sh’ma, Yisra’el! ADONAI Eloheinu,
ADONAI echad [Hear, Isra’el! ADONAI our God, ADONAI is one]; 5 and you are to love
ADONAI your God with all your heart, all your being and all your resources. 6 These
words, which I am ordering you today, are to be on your heart; 7 and you are to teach
them carefully to your children. You are to talk about them when you sit at home, when you
are traveling on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them on your
hand as a sign, put them at the front of a headband around your forehead, 9 and write
them on the door-frames of your house and on your gates.

SHALOM

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless
them.”
—Numbers 24:24-27
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