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The Priestly Blessing ...

Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The
LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee: 26 The LORD lift up his
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”

Hebraic Translation

"Yahweh will kneel before you presenting gifts,
and He will guard you with a hedge of protection,
Yahweh will illuminate the wholeness of His Being
toward you, bringing order, and He will provide
you with love, sustenance, and friendship,
Yahweh will lift up the wholeness of His Being and
look upon you, and He will set in place all you
need to be whole and complete."
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Preface
This is another book in a series [A Messianic Perspective Of …] put together
to try and assist Christians in their understanding of our Hebraic Roots. In so
doing, we hope to bridge the gap between the physical experience of the Old
Testament and the spiritual significance of the New Testament. In this book,
the focus will be on Messianic leadership.
The journey toward my understanding of our Hebraic Roots began a few
years ago when I [Roland] attended a Bar-mitzvah in a local synagogue.
After the service they told this story …

• Every young man at the age of thirteen years goes through a
process ending in the declaration of his entering manhood.

• He is given a new name.
• His name is engraved on a wooden carving of a tree – the
Tree of Life.

• The rabbi sends a note to Jerusalem where his name is
entered into the Book of Life.

• He doesn’t need a visa if he should go to Israel and,
because his name is recorded and he can stay there forever.
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As they told this story, I saw in it the New Testament Truth of accepting
Y’shua [Jesus] as your personal Saviour, and of being accepted into the
Kingdom of God. What was being done in the natural at a Bar-mitzvah had a
spiritual parallel in the Kingdom of God.
I realized that if we observe the
Hebraic festivals and celebrations in the natural, we would uncover spiritual
Patterns and Truths.

My thanks to a spiritual friend, Arthur Aaron, who started me down this path,
and to all the secretaries for the hours of typing.
These notes are the firstfruits of our study, and we realize that there will be to
add.
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Our suggestions for using this book are as follows:
1.

As you study, try to understand the heart with which it was
written.

2.

Keep in mind the fact that we are looking for spiritual truths
that are manifested in the natural and are not suggesting
legalism.

3.

Consider the strands and concepts that link the:

• Old and New Testament
• Jew and Christian
4.

And consider what position you should take in relation to:

• The Jewish people
• Jerusalem, and the Land of Israel
• The keeping of the God’s Commandments in loving obedience
5.

Remember, you need to count the cost:

“If I should forget you
O Jerusalem
Let my right hand lose its skill
If I do not remember you
Let my tongue cling to the roof
Of my mouth
If I do not exalt Jerusalem above My chief joy.”
Psalm 137:5

We welcome feedback from those who use this book.
Suggestions for improvements would be particularly appreciated, as would
any testimonies as a result of you having used this book and applied it to your
life.
Yours In Y’shua,

Roland & Amanda Buys
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Leadership In The Body Of Messiah
The debate on the subject of leadership has raged for decades.
Each
person has talents and with any measure of ambition will strive to better
themselves.
Every believer who has a clear idea of
who they are in Y’shua, and who have
come to understand their destiny –
namely a life of serving God with a
birthright of eternity in mind – will come
to a place of peace as to their own value
to the broader community.
Sadly, the majority, who are focused in
line with the Greco-Roman model of
thinking, will be searching for “success”
in all endeavors to achieve and
perform in the here and now.
The drive for personal achievement,
even under the guise of the blessing
of God, will invariably result in
competition between individual and/or
organization.
And yet, God – through the words of Moses and
Paul – defines officers and positions that someone must fulfill.
The initial statement of oneness is found in Deuteronomy …

“Hear O Israel, YHWH Your God is One”
These words proclaim that we declare and proclaim the Creator of this
Universe as the One and Only God. The opposite side of the same coin is
the fact that God made man. We are therefore all equal in every respect.
We will be unique in the context of race, gender, color, and so forth … but we
will always remain equal before all men.
It therefore stands to reason that my purpose and function on earth, while
different to that of others, will never be of more value than any other.
Any plan of man to ascribe greater value to any particular position or activity
is therefore an abomination before God since we will be adding to or
subtracting from God’s Word and Truth. What is critical is the fact that I
understand how I am to interact with the world. God is the centre of the
Universe. As a Believer in Messiah, I am part of the Kingdom of God and
must interact with my fellow brother.
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God and
His Word
is the
Center.

God

Then, the
Body of
Messiah.

Finally, I am also part of the total world’s population. As a part of the Royal
Priesthood and Holy Nation, I am to reflect God’s Light to the world. Part of
the image that we portray as a reflection of God’s Attributes will depend
largely on our interpretation of leadership.

Leadership?
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Greco-Roman Leadership Model
Much of the focus on leadership today has been developed in the
commercial, business, or military worlds.
These systems have created a “successful” model based on …
•

A leader with a vision

•

An authority structure which is enforced

•

A career path with rewards for those who are prepared to
sacrifice

•

Greater rewards for the few

Peer pressure recognizes or rejects those who either exceed or fail. Society’s
expectations therefore often drive performance.
Leaders are always rewarded with …
•

The possessions and attributes of wealth

•

The glory of success

•

The power to rule
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Unfortunately, the Body of Messiah has not been immune to this model of
leadership!!
Sadly, the role model of leadership from the “world” systems influence have
overpowered the Body of Messiah – in this study, we will try to find out why
this is.
Firstly, we need to define two of the most invasive temptations that come to
all leaders.
I.

Power – Lust

Man was called to take dominion over all the creatures of the earth. At no
stage was this element of rulership extended to mankind.
Every act of power, lust, and/or rulership over others to create any form of
slavery is an act of direct rebellion against the creation of God.
II.

Negligence

In man’s pursuit of success – the focus is mostly one of self ego. This path
leads to one where …
•

Others are neglected

•

Others are used and/or abused

•

Others are maimed and/or killed – physically and emotionally
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Wrong Models Accepted By The Body Of
Messiah
A. Hierarchal Structure
The pyramid structure of a
top-leader, along with subleaders over the masses –
accepted by the vast “world”
systems of today – is
“supposedly” a Godmandated model.
“1 NOW
Exodus 18:1-27
JETHRO [Reuel], the priest
of Midian, Moses’ father-inlaw, heard of all that God had
done for Moses and for Israel
His people, and that the Lord
had brought Israel out of
Egypt. 2 Then Jethro,
Moses’ father-in-law, took
Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after
Moses had sent her back [to
her father], 3 And her two
sons, of whom the name of
the one was Gershom
[ expulsion, or a stranger
there], for Moses said, I
have been an alien in a
strange land; 4 And the
name of the other was
Eliezer [God is help], for the God of my father, said Moses,
was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh. 5 And Jethro,
Moses’ father-in-law, came with Moses’ sons and his wife to the wilderness
where he was encamped at the mount of God [Horeb, or Sinai]. 6 And he said
[in a message] to Moses, I, your father-in-law Jethro, am come to you and
your wife and her two sons with her. 7 And Moses went out to meet his fatherin-law and bowed in homage and kissed him; and each asked the other of his
welfare and they came into the tent. 8 Moses told his father-in-law all the Lord
had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Israel’s sake and all the hardships
that had come upon them by the way and how the Lord delivered them. 9
Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness the Lord had done to Israel in that He had
delivered them out of the hand of the Egyptians. 10 Jethro said, Blessed be
the Lord, Who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of
the hand of Pharaoh, Who has delivered the people [Israel] from under the
hand of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods.
Yes, in the [very] thing in which they dealt proudly [He showed Himself
infinitely superior to all their gods]. 12 And Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a
burnt offering and sacrifices [to offer] to God, and Aaron came with all the
elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God.”
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“13 Next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around
Moses from morning till evening. 14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he
was doing for the people, he said, What is this that you do for the people?
Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand around you from morning till
evening? 15 Moses said to his father-in-law, Because the people come to me
to inquire of God. 16 When they have a dispute they come to me, and I judge
between a man and his neighbor, and I make them know the statutes of God
and His laws. 17 Moses’ father-in-law said to him, The thing that you are doing
is not good. 18 You will surely wear out both yourself and this people with you,
for the thing is too heavy for you; you are not able to perform it all by yourself.
19 Listen now to [me]; I will counsel you, and God will be with you. You shall
represent the people before God, bringing their cases and causes to Him, 20
Teaching them the decrees and laws, showing them the way they must walk
and the work they must do. 21 Moreover, you shall choose able men from all
the people—God-fearing men of truth who hate unjust gain—and place them
over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, to be their rulers. 22 And let them
judge the people at all times; every great matter they shall bring to you, but
every small matter they shall judge. So it will be easier for you, and they will
bear the burden with you. 23 If you will do this, and God so commands you,
you will be able to endure [the strain], and all these people also will go to their
[tents] in peace. 24 So Moses listened to and heeded the voice of his father-inlaw and did all that he had said. 25 Moses chose able men out of all Israel and
made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties,
and of tens. 26 And they judged the people at all times; the hard cases they
brought to Moses, but every small matter they decided themselves. 27 Then
Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went his way into his own land.”
However, a careful study of the passages will reveal the plan of Satan.
God revealed His Absolute
Commitment to a Covenantal
Promise. Abraham was told,
your family will go into slavery,
but after four hundred years,
He will deliver them.
Exodus 18:1, 8
“1 NOW
JETHRO [Reuel], the priest
of Midian, Moses’ father-inlaw, heard of all that God
had done for Moses and for
Israel His people, and that
the Lord had brought Israel
out of Egypt. 8 Moses told
his father-in-law all the Lord
had done to Pharaoh and
the Egyptians for Israel’s
sake and all the hardships
that had come upon them
by the way and how the
Lord delivered them.”
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Immediately after this prophetic
promise has been kept …
•

A pagan Gentile – Jethro

•

A priest in foreign idol
worship

… arrives to see what is
happening.
Amazing … this is a very
similar pattern to the story of
the serpent arriving in front of
Eve in the Garden of Eden.
Exodus 18:5 “5 And Jethro,
Moses’ father-in-law, came
with Moses’ sons and his wife
to the wilderness where he was
encamped at the mount of God [Horeb, or Sinai].”
We read that Jethro makes a declaration that God is greater than other gods,
and even makes a sacrifice.
Exodus 18:12 “12 And Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a burnt offering and
sacrifices [to offer] to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat
bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God.”
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There is no evidence that Jethro actually accepts YHWH as the Only True
God of his life. He is also not circumcised.
Exodus 12:43 “43 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of
the Passover: No foreigner shall eat of it;”
Notice, Jethro departs back to his people. He does not move with God’s
People into the Promised Land.
Exodus 18:27 “27 Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went his
way into his own land.”
Remember, the Five Books of the Torah are the opening stages of God’s walk
with the people who are called to be:
•

Set apart

•

A Royal-Priesthood

•

A Holy Nation

As yet, the foundation stones of this relationship are still being laid out. Every
change of direction is made by a clear prophetic action from God.
•

He speaks a Creative Word

•

He determines the Path with Cloud and Fire
Please note however … we
do not see “and YHWH said
to Moses”. Instead we see
Jethro says, “listen to my
voice”.
Exodus 18:17-19
“ 17
Moses’ father-in-law said
to him, The thing that you
are doing is not good. 18
You will surely wear out
both yourself and this
people with you, for the
thing is too heavy for
you; you are not able to
perform it all by yourself.
19 Listen now to [me]; I
will counsel you, and
God will be with you. You
shall represent the
people before God,
bringing their cases and
causes to Him,”
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One of the attributes of a true child of God is that person that will …
•

Sh’ma – listen, understand, and obey

•

Sh’mar – keep actively, execute, good will

•

Asah – do God’s Will

Moses, notwithstanding his
close encounter and
relationship with God,
exercises the choice to
listen and do what man
says!
Exodus 18:24 “24 So Moses
listened to and heeded the
voice of his father-in-law
and did all that he had said.”
This is the structure
mankind sets in place.
Exodus 18:19-22
“ 19
Listen now to [me]; I will
counsel you, and God will
be with you. You shall
represent the people before God, bringing their cases and
causes to Him, 20 Teaching them the decrees and laws, showing them the
way they must walk and the work they must do. 21 Moreover, you shall
choose able men from all the people—God-fearing men of truth who hate
unjust gain—and place them over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens,
to be their rulers. 22 And let them judge the people at all times; every great
matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they shall judge. So it
will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden with you.”
Note the contradiction to God’s Command … we are to take dominion over
animals, fish, plants, but never over man.

1. “sar/sa’rar”
[Strong’s Hebrew 8269/8323]
“ruler, keeper or lord, master, prince,
steward, to get dominion”
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Already at this early stage, we find the seed to …
•

Dictatorship

•

Promotion of self

•

Introduction of a spirit of slavery.

Why does Moses do these “things” which seems good to
man?
Because he did not trust God to give him the strength to
endure.
Exodus 18:23 “23 If you will do this, and God so commands you, you will be
able to endure [the strain], and all these people also will go to their [tents] in
peace.”
B. Introduction To The Separation Of “The Authority” Of The
Leadership, And The Rest Of The Body Of Messiah
Anyone who is a Torah scholar and who makes a study of the first four
Gospels of the New Testament will discover that:
•

Y’shua walked from town to town and while He read the weekly
Scripture in the synagogue, we see that He spent all of the rest
of His Time teaching in the crossroads, at the wells, on a fishing
boat, or on the slopes of a mountain.
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•

Y’shua chooses to teach a group of disciples more intensely
than the greater following.

•

Most of Y’shua’s miracles are performed on behalf of people
who seemingly only cross paths with Him on a certain day …
these people are not regular disciples.

•

Most of Y’shua’s close relationships are in the context of a
family – a small group of twelve.

•

Whilst there were many followers – He chooses to make sure
that the smaller groups [remnant] of the 120 in the upper room
really grasp the Revelation of His Purpose and receive the
intensity of His Blessing.

Interestingly, we find that the church adopts “another” structure, some four
hundred to six hundred years after Y’shua’s walk on earth … one where:
•

The leader is a supreme authority – Pope / Apostle.

•

The “sheep” have to be “lead” and “controlled”.

•

The leader speaks down to the sheep from a raised pulpit, from
a stage, and so forth.
In some way, there has been an
unhealthy focus on the position of leadership. The Torah tells
us that we should be focusing not on this but on becoming more
obedient to God’s Word.

Ezekiel 34:10-16 “10 Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against the
shepherds, and I will require My sheep at their hand and cause them to
cease feeding the sheep, neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any
more. I will rescue My sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for
them. 11 For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I Myself, will search for My
sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his sheep in the
day that he is among his flock that are scattered, so will I seek out My sheep;
and I will rescue them out of all places where they have been scattered in the
day of clouds and thick darkness.”
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“13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries and will bring them to their own land; and I will feed them upon the
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited places of the
country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and upon the high mountains of
Israel shall their fold be; there shall they lie down in a good fold, and in a fat
pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. 15 I will feed My sheep
and I will cause them to lie down, says the Lord God. 16 I will seek that which
was lost and bring back that which has strayed, and I will bandage the hurt
and the crippled and will strengthen the weak and the sick, but I will destroy
the fat and the strong [who have become hardhearted and perverse]; I will
feed them with judgment and punishment.”
Whilst church leadership moves to another form of man-management, we find
one example where Y’shua specifically rejects the hierarchy of
management.
Notwithstanding the principle set out in Genesis that man had no authority to
rule or take dominance over other men, we find that during Y’shua’s ministry
on earth a time came when men began to debate – who amongst us twelve is
the greatest?
Luke 9:46-48 “46 But a controversy arose among them as to which of them
might be the greatest [surpassing the others in excellence, worth, and
authority]. 47 But Jesus, as He perceived the thoughts of their hearts, took a
little child and put him at His side 48 And told them, Whoever receives and
accepts and welcomes this child in My name and for My sake receives and
accepts and welcomes Me; and whoever so receives Me so also receives
Him Who sent Me. For he who is least and lowliest among you all—he is
[the one who is truly] great.”
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Luke 22:24-30 “24 Now an eager contention arose among them [as to]
which of them was considered and reputed to be the greatest. 25 But Jesus
said to them, The kings of the Gentiles are deified by them and exercise
lordship [ruling as emperor-gods] over them; and those in authority over
them are called benefactors and well-doers. 26 But this is not to be so with
you; on the contrary, let him who is the greatest among you become like the
youngest, and him who is the chief and leader like one who serves. 27 For
who is the greater, the one who reclines at table (the master), or the one who
serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am in your midst as One
Who serves. 28 And you are those who have remained [throughout] and
persevered with Me in My trials; 29 And as My Father has appointed a
kingdom and conferred it on Me, so do I confer on you [the privilege and
decree], 30 That you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom and sit on
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Even more clearly we see that Y’shua out rightly rejects the idea or concept
that any man could have the right to sit at His right and left hands – this would
imply that the next group of believers could only ever sit at the right and left
hands of a man … however, Y’shua says … no way!
Matthew 20:20-27 “20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s children came up to
Him with her sons and, kneeling, worshiped Him and asked a favor of Him.
21 And He asked her, What do you wish? She answered Him, Give orders that
these two sons of mine may sit, one at Your right hand and one at Your
left in Your kingdom. 22 But Jesus replied, You do not realize what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink and to be
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized? They answered, We are
able. 23 He said to them, You will drink My cup, but seats at My right hand
and at My left are not Mine to give, but they are for those for whom they
have been ordained and prepared by My Father. 24 But when the ten [other
disciples] heard this, they were indignant at the two brothers. 25 And Jesus
called them to Him and said, You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great men hold them in subjection [tyrannizing over
them]. 26 Not so shall it be among you; but whoever wishes to be great among
you must be your servant, 27 And whoever desires to be first among you must
be your slave—“
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Can this “higher” ranking of the apostle, prophet, and other
leadership “callings” be justified?
God ordained that He would implement His Redemption Plan on earth
through the instruments of men, specifically a Revelation Word through …
•

Moses

•

And the Prophets

The New Testament writings are recorded some fifty years or so after
Y’shua’s Life on earth. Predominantly, the Writings are addressed to the
Israelites [Jews] who had accepted Y’shua as Messiah … as well as the new
Gentile Believers.
When one of “these” writers refers to the foundation of Moses and the
Prophets, they are re-calling the Torah verses and/or principles which have
been an integral part of their culture and upbringing.
Matthew 22:40 “40 These two commandments sum up and upon them
depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Luke 16:29 “29 But Abraham said, They have Moses and the Prophets; let
them hear and listen to them.”
Luke 24:27 “27 Then beginning with Moses and [throughout] all the
Prophets, He went on explaining and interpreting to them in all the Scriptures
the things concerning and referring to Himself.”
21

The assumption by today’s leadership to take on the role of the those who
recorded God’s specific Commandments, Principles, and Prophetic Words,
can therefore be described as someone who “adds to” or “subtracts” from the
Word.
Modern day leadership has justified this model based on:
•

The interpretation of the order of control instituted by Jethro.

•

The interpretation of the following Scriptures.

1 Corinthians 12:28-31 “28 So God has appointed some in the church [for
His own use]: first apostles (special messengers); second prophets (inspired
preachers and expounders); third teachers; then wonder-workers; then those
with ability to heal the sick; helpers; administrators; [speakers in] different
(unknown) tongues. 29 Are all apostles (special messengers)? Are all prophets
(inspired interpreters of the will and purposes of God)? Are all teachers? Do
all have the power of performing miracles? 30 Do all possess extraordinary
powers of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But
earnestly desire and zealously cultivate the greatest and best gifts and graces
(the higher gifts and the choicest graces). And yet I will show you a still
more excellent way [one that is better by far and the highest of them all
—love].”
Ephesians 4:11 “11 And His gifts were [varied; He Himself appointed and
gave men to us] some to be apostles (special messengers), some prophets
(inspired preachers and expounders), some evangelists (preachers of the
Gospel, traveling missionaries), some pastors (shepherds of His flock) and
teachers.”
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•

Where the wording of “officers” in New Testament language is
deemed to be an institution of rulership – in authority over –
someone through whom a greater degree of revelation flows.

•

The interpretation that the office of “apostle and prophets” carry
a greater weight or anointing than that of the other officers. This
type of thinking heralds back to the order set out by Jethro [the
pagan priest of Median].
This model is one of the most
commonly used in the world today – most accurately revealed in
the military structure.

Ephesians 2:20 “20 You are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets with Christ Jesus Himself the chief Cornerstone.”
Ephesians 3:5 “5 [This mystery] was never disclosed to human beings in
past generations as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles
(consecrated messengers) and prophets by the [Holy] Spirit.”
We have shown that much of the church leadership model based on the
leadership of one man and a hierarchal structure is unbiblical.
These leaders in fact lead the Body of Messiah away from Y’shua’s Principle.
In some kind of way they place themselves in the role of Moses and the
Twelve Apostles.
Y’shua tells us that the Principles set out by Moses and the Prophets contain
the Creative Word of God.
Men who do not take up the role of servant [instead of supreme manager],
fall under the spirit of Korah. As they seize this authority [as Korach did with
Moses], they in fact rebel against Y’shua the Messiah who today is the Head
of the Body.
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Numbers 16:3 “3 And they gathered together against Moses and Aaron,
and said to them, [Enough of you!] You take too much upon yourselves,
seeing that all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is
among them. Why then do you lift yourselves up above the assembly of the
Lord?”
Colossians 1:18 “18 He also is the Head of [His] body, the church; seeing He
is the Beginning, the Firstborn from among the dead, so that He alone in
everything and in every respect might occupy the chief place [stand first and
be preeminent].”
C. The Foundation Of The Apostle And Prophet Of Which Y’shua The
High Priest Is The Cornerstone
We are told that the Revelation
of this defined grouping
[Apostle and Prophets] role
models for us and creates the
foundation of our entire belief
system – so what is this
foundation?
God’s Covenant with the
Houses of Israel and Judah
stand forever – evidenced by
the physical continued
existence of the sun and
moon. God’s Covenant has
never been cancelled,
changed, or amended.
Jeremiah 33:24-26
“24
Have you not noticed that
these people [the Jews]
are saying, The Lord has
cast off the two families
[Israel and Judah] which He chose?
Thus My people have despised [themselves in relation to
God as His covenant people], so that they are no more a nation in their [own]
sight. 25 Thus says the Lord: If My covenant with day and night does not
stand, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of the heavens and the
earth [the whole order of nature], 26 Then will I also cast away the
descendants of Jacob and David My servant and will not choose one of his
offspring to be ruler over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For
I will cause their captivity to be reversed, and I will have mercy, kindness, and
steadfast love on and for them.”
God’s Covenant would always be extended to the Gentiles – God’s Plan was
that Israel would be a light to all nations. There was therefore always the
principle that no man was excluded from God’s Presence … other than by his
own choice.
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Isaiah 49:5-9 “5 And now, says the Lord—Who formed me from the womb to
be His servant to bring Jacob back to Him and that Israel might be gathered
to Him and not be swept away, for I am honorable in the eyes of the Lord and
my God has become my strength— 6 He says, It is too light a thing that you
should be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the
survivors [of the judgments] of Israel; I will also give you for a light to the
nations, that My salvation may extend to the end of the earth. 7 Thus says the
Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, Israel’s Holy One, to him whom man rejects
and despises, to him whom the nations abhor, to the servant of rulers: Kings
shall see you and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the Lord, Who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, Who has chosen
you. 8 Thus says the Lord, In an acceptable and favorable time I have heard
and answered you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you; and I will
preserve you and give you for a covenant to the people, to raise up and
establish the land [from its present state of ruin] and to apportion and cause
them to inherit the desolate [moral wastes of heathenism, their] heritages, 9
Saying to those who are bound, Come forth, and to those who are in
[spiritual] darkness, Show yourselves [come into the light of the Sun of
righteousness]. They shall feed in all the ways [in which they go], and their
pastures shall be [not in deserts, but] on all the bare [grass-covered] hills.”
God’s Plan – through Y’shua His Son – was to reconcile those near [Israel]
and those far away [Gentiles]. For many, God was to the Jew, while Y’shua
was to the church, which has replaced the Jew with their own grouping and
denomination.
Ephesians 2:17-18 “17 And He came and preached the glad tidings of peace
to you who were afar off and [peace] to those who were near. 18 For it is
through Him that we both [whether far off or near] now have an introduction
(access) by one [Holy] Spirit to the Father [so that we are able to approach
Him].”
Ephesians 3:6 “6 [It is this:] that the Gentiles are now to be fellow heirs
[with the Jews], members of the same body and joint partakers [sharing] in
the same divine promise in Christ through [their acceptance of] the glad
tidings (the Gospel).”
Mankind now has a Revelation-understanding
of God’s Plan.
Ephesians 3:3-5 “3 [And] that the mystery
(secret) was made known to me and I was
allowed to comprehend it by direct revelation,
as I already briefly wrote you. 4 When you
read this you can understand my insight into
the mystery of Christ. 5 [This mystery] was
never disclosed to human beings in past
generations as it has now been revealed to
His holy apostles (consecrated messengers)
and prophets by the [Holy] Spirit.”
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This means that every believer and follower of Y’shua Ha’Messiah must now
proclaim …
•

That Gentiles and Israelites will be part of One Body.

Ephesians 3:6 “6 [It is this:] that
the Gentiles are now to be
fellow heirs [with the Jews],
members of the same body and
joint partakers [sharing] in the
same divine promise in Christ
through [their acceptance of] the
glad tidings (the Gospel).”
Isaiah 41:8-20 “8 But you, Israel,
My servant, Jacob, whom I have
chosen, the offspring of Abraham
My friend, 9 You whom I [the Lord]
have taken from the ends of the
earth and have called from the
corners of it, and said to you, You
are My servant—I have chosen
you and not cast you off [even
though you are exiled]. 10 Fear not
[there is nothing to fear], for I am
with you; do not look around you in
terror and be dismayed, for I am
your God. I will strengthen and
harden you to difficulties, yes, I will help you; yes, I will hold you up and retain
you with My [victorious] right hand of rightness and justice. 11 Behold, all
they who are enraged and inflamed against you shall be put to shame and
confounded; they who strive against you shall be as nothing and shall perish.
12 You shall seek those who contend with you but shall not find them; they
who war against you shall be as nothing, as nothing at all. 13 For I the Lord
your God hold your right hand; I am the Lord, Who says to you, Fear not; I will
help you! 14 Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel! I will help you, says
the Lord; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. 15 Behold, I will make
you to be a new, sharp, threshing instrument which has teeth; you shall
thresh the mountains and beat them small, and shall make the hills like chaff.
16 You shall winnow them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the
tempest or whirlwind shall scatter them. And you shall rejoice in the Lord, you
shall glory in the Holy One of Israel. 17 The poor and needy are seeking water
when there is none; their tongues are parched with thirst. I the Lord will
answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. 18 I will open rivers
on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the
wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 19 I will plant in
the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the wild olive; I will set
the cypress in the desert, the plane [tree] and the pine [tree] together, 20 That
men may see and know and consider and understand together that the hand
of the Lord has done this, that the Holy One of Israel has created it.”
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•

That foreigners, who are now fellow citizens, together with believing
Messianic Israelites, form the Household of God.

Ephesians 2:19
“19 Therefore you are no longer outsiders (exiles,
migrants, and aliens, excluded from the rights of citizens), but you now share
citizenship with the saints (God’s own people, consecrated and set apart for
Himself); and you belong to God’s [own] household.”
•

That, together the whole building [all Living Stones when fitted
together] will form the new Holy Temple of the Lord.

Ephesians 2:21 “21 In Him the whole structure is joined (bound, welded)
together harmoniously, and it continues to rise (grow, increase) into a holy
temple in the Lord [a sanctuary dedicated, consecrated, and sacred to the
presence of the Lord].”
•

That God only dwells in one Temple.

Ephesians 2:22
“22 In Him [and in fellowship with one another] you
yourselves also are being built up [into this structure] with the rest, to form
a fixed abode (dwelling place) of God in (by, through) the Spirit.”
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Principles For Torah-Based Structure
⇒ All mankind are equal, this is found in the prophetic
declaration by YHWH … “Hear of Israel, YHWH your God is
One”. This declaration of Oneness is imparted to mankind with
the express Creative Word where mankind is made in “our
image” … we are made in the oneness of God.
⇒ Each member of the Body of Messiah – though equal – is
also unique. This aspect of uniqueness is expressed in the
functions that we each have to play as a part of the One Body.

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 “4 Now there are distinctive varieties and distributions
of endowments (gifts, extraordinary powers distinguishing certain Christians,
due to the power of divine grace operating in their souls by the Holy Spirit)
and they vary, but the [Holy] Spirit remains the same. 5 And there are
distinctive varieties of service and ministration, but it is the same Lord [Who
is served]. 6 And there are distinctive varieties of operation [of working to
accomplish things], but it is the same God Who inspires and energizes them
all in all.”
1 Corinthians 12:12-21 “12 For just as the body is a unity and yet has many
parts, and all the parts, though many, form [only] one body, so it is with
Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One). 13 For by [means of the personal
agency of] one [Holy] Spirit we were all, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free, baptized [and by baptism united together] into one body, and all made to
drink of one [Holy] Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one limb or organ
but of many. 15 If the foot should say, Because I am not the hand, I do not
belong to the body, would it be therefore not [a part] of the body?”
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“16 If the ear should say, Because I am not the eye, I do not belong to the
body, would it be therefore not [a part] of the body? 17 If the whole body were
an eye, where [would be the sense of] hearing? If the whole body were an
ear, where [would be the sense of] smell? 18 But as it is, God has placed and
arranged the limbs and organs in the body, each [particular one] of them,
just as He wished and saw fit and with the best adaptation. 19 But if [the
whole] were all a single organ, where would the body be? 20 And now there
are [certainly] many limbs and organs, but a single body. 21 And the eye is not
able to say to the hand, I have no need of you, nor again the head to the feet,
I have no need of you.”
⇒ There can be no “schism” or division in the
Body of Messiah. A division is not only
caused by a willful separation from other
members of the Body, but also by the division
caused by a separation and/or authority level
instituted between the “sheep” and the “leaders”.
1 Corinthians 12:14-27 “14 For the body does not consist
of one limb or organ but of many.15 If the foot should say,
Because I am not the hand, I do not belong to the body, would
it be therefore not [a part] of the body?16 If the ear should say,
Because I am not the eye, I do not belong to the body, would it
be therefore not [a part] of the body?17 If the whole body were
an eye, where [would be the sense of] hearing? If the whole
body were an ear, where [would be the sense of] smell?18
But as it is, God has placed and arranged the limbs and
organs in the body, each [particular one] of them, just as He
wished and saw fit and with the best adaptation.19 But if [the
whole] were all a single organ, where would the body be?20
And now there are [certainly] many limbs and organs, but a
single body.21 And the eye is not able to say to the hand, I have no need of
you, nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.22 But instead, there
is [absolute] necessity for the parts of the body that are considered the more
weak.23 And those [parts] of the body which we consider rather ignoble are
[the very parts] which we invest with additional honor, and our unseemly parts
and those unsuitable for exposure are treated with seemliness (modesty and
decorum),24 Which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so
adjusted (mingled, harmonized, and subtly proportioned the parts of) the
whole body, giving the greater honor and richer endowment to the inferior
parts which lack [apparent importance],25 So that there should be no division
or discord or lack of adaptation [of the parts of the body to each other], but the
members all alike should have a mutual interest in and care for one another.26
And if one member suffers, all the parts [share] the suffering; if one
member is honored, all the members [share in] the enjoyment of it.27 Now you
[collectively] are Christ’s body and [individually] you are members of it, each
part severally and distinct [each with his own place and function].”
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⇒ Anyone called into an “office” by God is called to be a servant.
Clearly the most important role model to follow is that of Y’shua.
Not only do we see by His very action of …
•

Providing for the many … feeding the multitude

•

Healing those who were sick

•

Teaching all who would listen

… and more clearly by His declaration of His role – He came to serve.
Matthew 20:28 “28 Just as the Son of Man came not to be waited on but to
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many [the price paid to set them
free].”

⇒ The Body of Messiah is urged by Paul not to focus on “our”
liberty … more specifically, the fact that Messiah’s Completed
Work on the Cross has provided the Atonement for our sins …
but to serve.
Galatians 5:13-14 “13 For you, brethren, were [indeed] called to freedom;
only [do not let your] freedom be an incentive to your flesh and an opportunity
or excuse [for selfishness], but through love you should serve one another.
14 For the whole Law [concerning human relationships] is complied with in the
one precept, You shall love your neighbor as [you do] yourself.”
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In fact this calling to servanthood is so extreme, it requires that we must be
prepared to sacrifice everything. Strangely, the example of today’s church
with its focus on buildings, managed structures, and marketing plans seem
radically different to the concept of a Messiah that walks and talks to the
people at the market place, in their everyday places.
John 12:24-26 “24 I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, Unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains [just one grain; it never
becomes more but lives] by itself alone. But if it dies, it produces many others
and yields a rich harvest. 25 Anyone who loves his life loses it, but anyone
who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. [Whoever has no love
for, no concern for, no regard for his life here on earth, but despises it,
preserves his life forever and ever.] 26 If anyone serves Me, he must continue
to follow Me [to cleave steadfastly to Me, conform wholly to My example in
living and, if need be, in dying] and wherever I am, there will My servant be
also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”
Paul also defines what is considered to be reasonable service. We need to
ask how the dedication of our bodies can be implemented within a structure
that creates an order of rulership.
Romans 12:1, 11 “1 I APPEAL
to you therefore, brethren, and
beg of you in view of [all] the
mercies of God, to make a
decisive dedication of your
bodies [presenting all your
members and faculties] as a
living sacrifice, holy (devoted,
consecrated) and well
pleasing to God, which is
your reasonable (rational,
intelligent) service and
spiritual worship. 11 Never
lag in zeal and in earnest
endeavor; be aglow and
burning with the Spirit,
serving the Lord.”
Ephesians 6:7 “7
Rendering service readily
with goodwill, as to the
Lord and not to men,”
Critically for those who
are called into an “office”,
and therefore into the
role of servant … we
must understand that whatever God
tells us to do [the Commandments] we diligently have to follow and
do.
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Even if we diligently fulfill our duty, it still does not warrant a reward – it’s your
purpose!
Luke 17:5-10 “5 The apostles said to the Lord, Increase our faith (that trust
and confidence that spring from our belief in God). 6 And the Lord answered,
If you had faith (trust and confidence in God) even [so small] like a grain of
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, Be pulled up by the roots,
and be planted in the sea, and it would obey you. 7 Will any man of you who
has a servant plowing or tending sheep say to him when he has come in from
the field, Come at once and take your place at the table? 8 Will he not instead
tell him, Get my supper ready and gird yourself and serve me while I eat and
drink; then afterward you yourself shall eat and drink? 9 Is he grateful and
does he praise the servant because he did what he was ordered to do? 10
Even so on your part, when you have done everything that was assigned
and commanded you, say, We are unworthy servants [possessing no
merit, for we have not gone beyond our obligation]; we have [merely]
done what was our duty to do.”

Someone called to an “office”, as servant [no other title], is instructed to edify
the Body of Messiah. This word means to be “building up” until the One New
Man has been restored. The mere fact that many church leaders try to
differentiate this calling by a specific “title” is a clear indication that the
Ephesians 4:12 “12 His intention was the perfecting and the full equipping of
the saints (His consecrated people), [that they should do] the work of
ministering toward building up Christ’s body (the church),”
Colossians 1:24 “24 [Even] now I rejoice in the midst of my sufferings on
your behalf. And in my own person I am making up whatever is still lacking
and remains to be completed [on our part] of Christ’s afflictions, for the sake
of His body, which is the church.”
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Kingdom Structures
We have been analyzing the Business-Roman-Greek-World model of
leadership – we have seen that this system:
•

Places a few supreme leaders

•

Places the masses as menial servant / laborers

•

Places many people often into a system of slavery

•

Works against the principle that each man should be placed into
a position of “owner”.

It is therefore time to return to God’s Paths!

God has set out a Path for us to walk, one where we can experience His
Direction and His Blessing.
We are commanded to walk in God’s Path.
Isaiah 2:3 “3 And many people shall come and say, Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us
His ways and that we may walk in His paths. For out of Zion shall go forth
the law and instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”
Micah 4:2 “2 And many nations shall come and say, Come, let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may
teach us His ways, and we may walk in His paths. For the law shall go forth
out of Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”

33

Jeremiah 6:16 “16 Thus says the Lord: Stand by the roads and look; and ask
for the eternal paths, where the good, old way is; then walk in it, and you
will find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk in it!”
We are to walk in the Paths of life. More importantly, God promises to show
us the way to walk in. why do we always look to other men to tell us how we
should follow God? Why do we so easily accept that others can see, hear,
and understand God better than we can. How is it, if we know Yeshua as
Messiah, do we want to have someone else be a go-between?
Psalm 16:11 “11 You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness
of joy, at Your right hand there are pleasures forevermore.”
God promises us that He will direct our paths. But this calls for action on our
part. We need to take responsibility.

Proverbs 3:6 “6 In all your ways know, recognize, and acknowledge Him, and
He will direct and make straight and plain your paths.”
Hebrews 12:12 “12 So then, brace up and reinvigorate and set right your
slackened and weakened and drooping hands and strengthen your feeble
and palsied and tottering knees,”
Matthew 3:3 “3 This is he who was mentioned by the prophet Isaiah when he
said, The voice of one crying in the wilderness (shouting in the desert),
Prepare the road for the Lord, make His highways straight (level, direct).”
Isaiah 58:12 “12 And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the
foundations of [buildings that have laid waste for] many generations; and you
shall be called Repairer of the Breach, Restorer of Streets to Dwell In.”
34

Kingdom structures require us to lead with a servant-heart
attitude and visible action of obedience.
It is clear that God wanted some individuals to act as His mandated leaders.
The question is what did this mean?
We see that men “called” have a responsibility to look after the community.
Numbers 27:16-17 “16 Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a
man over the congregation 17 Who shall go out and come in before them,
leading them out and bringing them in, that the congregation of the Lord may
not be as sheep which have no shepherd.”
However, we see clearly that this appointment was from God alone.
Numbers 27:18-20 “18 The Lord said to Moses, Take Joshua son of Nun, a
man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand upon him; 19 And set him before
Eleazar the priest and all the congregation and give him a charge in their
sight. 20 And put some of your honor and authority upon him, that all the
congregation of the Israelites may obey him.”
It is clear that God appoints – that’s the sum of all things.
Man chooses a follower – a
successor plan base on:
•

Talents

•

Teaching or preaching
skills

•

Charisma

This is a pagan-world based
methodology.
God chooses those who will
serve Him, by doing His Will and
Commandments.
Any manmade process to lay
hands on or anoint others with a
view to pass the leadership baton
on, will be doomed to failure if God
does not expressly make the
calling valid.
Real leadership – irrespective of the title they choose will always be revealed
by those who exhibit the attribute of Y’shua – those who are prepared to wash
the feet of the community.
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John 13:12-17 “12 So when He had finished washing their feet and had put
on His garments and had sat down again, He said to them, Do you
understand what I have done to you? 13 You call Me the Teacher (Master) and
the Lord, and you are right in doing so, for that is what I am. 14 If I then, your
Lord and Teacher (Master), have washed your feet, you ought [it is your duty,
you are under obligation, you owe it] to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have
given you this as an example, so that you should do [in your turn] what I have
done to you. 16 I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, A servant is not
greater than his master, and no one who is sent is superior to the one
who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed and happy and to be
envied are you if you practice them [if you act accordingly and really do
them].”
If we as mankind focus our attention on men as leaders we will be
disappointed.
Manmade leaders will fail. But God says that we must take care to make the
right decision.

Matthew 20:25-28 “25 And Jesus called them to Him and said, You know that
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men hold them
in subjection [tyrannizing over them]. 26 Not so shall it be among you; but
whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, 27 And whoever
desires to be first among you must be your slave— 28 Just as the Son of
Man came not to be waited on but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom
for many [the price paid to set them free].”
•

Do not move somewhere else to find a “better” man leader.

•

Return to the Ancient Path – to the Torah.
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•

We must become faithful followers of His Word and
Commandments because … God says, “I will come and seek
for My Sheep and search them out.”

Ezekiel 34:10-16 “10 Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against the
shepherds, and I will require My sheep at their hand and cause them to
cease feeding the sheep, neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any
more. I will rescue My sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for
them. 11 For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I Myself, will search for My
sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his sheep in the
day that he is among his flock that are scattered, so will I seek out My sheep;
and I will rescue them out of all places where they have been scattered in the
day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries and will bring them to their own land; and
I will feed them upon the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all
the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and
upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be; there shall they lie down
in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of
Israel. 15 I will feed My sheep and I will cause them to lie down, says the
Lord God. 16 I will seek that which was lost and bring back that which has
strayed, and I will bandage the hurt and the crippled and will strengthen the
weak and the sick, but I will destroy the fat and the strong [who have become
hardhearted and perverse]; I will feed them with judgment and punishment.”
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Ancient Paths For Leadership
Paul teaches a principle – namely that the spiritual dimension does not come
first, but instead the physical domain precedes the spiritual.
1 Corinthians 15:46-49 “46 But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but
the physical and then the spiritual. 47 The first man [was] from out of earth,
made of dust (earthly-minded); the second Man [is] the Lord from out of
heaven. 48 Now those who are made of the dust are like him who was first
made of the dust (earthly-minded); and as is [the Man] from heaven, so also
[are those] who are of heaven (heavenly-minded). 49 And just as we have
borne the image [of the man] of dust, so shall we and so let us also bear the
image [of the Man] of heaven.”
We therefore have to seek out the leadership structure set out in the Torah
which is directly linked to the “calling of officers” so that we can identify the
real roles and purposes.

Heavenly

Law of
Parallels
Earthly

Paul in Ephesians sets out five groupings or categories of purposes defined
by God which have the calling to “build up” fellowman. How does this fit into
God’s Inspired Structure?
Ephesians 4:11 “11 And His gifts were [varied; He Himself appointed and
gave men to us] some to be apostles (special messengers), some prophets
(inspired preachers and expounders), some evangelists (preachers of the
Gospel, traveling missionaries), some pastors (shepherds of His flock) and
teachers.”
⇒ Moses Establishes The First Leadership Structure Set Out By God
Let us be very clear about this structure, it is God inspired.
Numbers 3:1 “1 NOW THESE are the generations of Aaron and Moses when
the Lord spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai.”
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Gods speaks – His Creative Words and Prophetic Intent define the leadership
structure of a redeemed community.
What we see is that each of the “officers” are unique and yet function in a
unity. Without each one doing their specific “called out” job, the Tabernacle
will not move when the Cloud or Fire of God moved on.

God and His
Word in the
Center.

This first structure is defined within the terms of one family line – Aaron and
the Tribe of Levi – a family line set apart to mediate between God and man.
This leadership structure functions in the wilderness where God’s People
have been separated until they are ready to enter into the Covenantal Land.
A. Priests
a. One high priest, Aaron
b. Two sons of Aaron to guard the Holy Things
i.

These three operate inside the Tabernacle

B. Four Clans Of Levi
a. Gershonite – 2, 630 between the age of 30 – 55 out of
the 7, 500
b. Korathites – 2, 750 between the age of 30 – 55 out of
the 8, 600
c. Merarite – 3, 200 between the age of 30 – 55 out of 6,
200
i.

8, 580 are on the outside of the Tabernacle, but
called to God’s Work
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C. Twelve Tribes
a. Twelve Tribes of Israel that are encamped around the
Tabernacle, facing the Tent of Glory to see what God
has to say!
Most importantly we need to understand the calling of the Tribe of Levi.
Numbers 3:7 “7 And they shall carry out his instructions and the duties
connected with the whole assembly before the Tent of Meeting, doing the
service of the tabernacle.
They [the 8, 580] must look after [serve] the needs of the whole congregation
of Israel.
After Moses has lead the people through the wilderness and is preparing to
send them into the land of Canaan without him … He sets up the structure
“again”, this time for a nation that is supposed to be taking dominion over
Canaan. All of the pagans that would pass through the land using one of the
trade routes, would be able to see, experience and witness the attributes of
Godly leadership. This system is described to us from Deuteronomy 16:18 –
18:15.
Whilst the initial structure was focused on how to build the relationship
between God and His People, this later version changes the focus from an
internal perspective to an external or outward looking structure. The Israelites
were supposed to demonstrate a lifestyle of obedience to God and a love
for their fellowmen.
Once again we find the five different callings or groupings of leadership.
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What is important to note, is that with this change of purpose it seems that the
order of calling has changed!
•

Shofit – Judges

Deuteronomy 16:18 “18 You shall appoint judges and officers in all your
towns which the Lord your God gives you, according to your tribes, and they
shall judge the people with righteous judgment.”
•

Shoter - Officers

Deuteronomy 16:18 “18 You shall appoint judges and officers in all your
towns which the Lord your God gives you, according to your tribes, and they
shall judge the people with righteous judgment.”

•

Kohanin [Priests]

Deuteronomy 18:1 “1 THE LEVITICAL priests and all the tribe of Levi shall
have no part or inheritance with Israel; they shall eat the offerings made by
fire to the Lord, and His rightful dues.”
•

Melech [King]

Deuteronomy 17:14 “14 When you come to the land which the Lord your God
gives you and you possess it and live there, and then say, We will set a king
over us like all the nations that are about us,”
•

Navi [Prophet]

Deuteronomy 18:15 “15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet
(Prophet) from the midst of your brethren like me [Moses]; to him you shall
listen.”
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We need to understand that this arrangement would be the best leadership
model or structure to impact the nations around them. They were on God’s
Covenantal Land.
Deuteronomy 4:5-8 “5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and ordinances as
the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land which
you are entering to possess. 6 So keep them and do them, for that is your
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who, when they
hear all these statutes, will say, Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people. 7 For what great nation is there who has a god so near
to them as the Lord our God is to us in all things for which we call upon Him?
8 And what large and important nation has statutes and ordinances so upright
and just as all this law which I set before you today?”
Isaiah 42:5-6 “5 Thus says God the Lord—He Who created the heavens and
stretched them forth, He Who spread abroad the earth and that which comes
out of it, He Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk
in it: 6 I the Lord have called You [the Messiah] for a righteous purpose and in
righteousness; I will take You by the hand and will keep You; I will give You for
a covenant to the people [Israel], for a light to the nations [Gentiles],”
More importantly, Y’shua tells us that the leadership of the pagan [GrecoRoman-worldly mindset] lords over the people … but that we in the Kingdom
of God must be servants.

Matthew 20:25-28 “25 And Jesus called them to Him and said, You know that
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men hold them in
subjection [tyrannizing over them]. 26 Not so shall it be among you; but
whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, 27 And whoever
desires to be first among you must be your slave— 28 Just as the Son of Man
came not to be waited on but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for
many [the price paid to set them free].”
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Finally, Paul declares a similar pattern of leadership … once again five
different callings or groupings. The focus has changed back to the internal –
to build up the Body of Messiah, who are now dispersed all over the world …
that is, they are no longer in the Covenantal Land.
Ephesians 4:11-12 “11 And His gifts were [varied; He Himself appointed and
gave men to us] some to be apostles (special messengers), some prophets
(inspired preachers and expounders), some evangelists (preachers of the
Gospel, traveling missionaries), some pastors (shepherds of His flock) and
teachers. 12 His intention was the perfecting and the full equipping of the
saints (His consecrated people), [that they should do] the work of ministering
toward building up Christ’s body (the church),”
•

Apostle

•

Prophets

•

Evangelist

•

Shepherd [Pastor]

•

Teacher

Let’s just confirm. The calling of leadership is always the same …
•
•

The order of the structure depends on whether the Redeemed People
are inside Israel … or in the Diaspora and the rest of the world.
The purpose of the leadership is always to serve the people … not
the other way around.

World

God’s

World

Government

Government

Government

Wilderness

>>>

God’s Covenant
Land

>>>

Spread to the four
corners of the world
- Diaspora
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Can we find a common thread of responsibility and
purpose as we study the calling of each one of the leadership
roles through all three models?
1. Aaron – High Priest, King, Apostle
Let’s begin with the description of Aaron’s role.
•

He is anointed with oil and the blood of the sacrifice

•

He is appointed before the entire nation

•

He is Mikveh’d [purified, baptized] in identification with
God

•

He wears the robe of their office which includes the
breastplate. This is a symbol of every individual in
every tribe that makes up the nation.

Leviticus 8:8 “8 And Moses put upon Aaron the breastplate; also he put in
the breastplate the Urim and the Thummim [articles upon which the high
priest put his hand when seeking the divine will concerning the nation].”
Leviticus 21:10 “10 But he who is the high priest among his brethren, upon
whose head the anointing oil was poured and who is consecrated to put on
the [sacred] garments, shall not let the hair of his head hang loose or rend his
clothes [in mourning],”

The priest [Aaron] personally
carries the life of every
individual in his hands.
The Levites [those called to other
positions of leadership] attend to his
[Aaron] needs and the need of the
nation.
Numbers 3:7 “7 And they shall carry
out his instructions and the duties
connected with the whole assembly
before the Tent of Meeting, doing
the service of the tabernacle.”

The individuals in the
other Twelve Tribes do not
serve the needs of the High
Priest or Levites.
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The Levites are set aside for the purpose of doing [not saying or preaching]
God’s Will and Commandments. As such, a first born, they have a prophetic
mantle.

They have no allegiance to any Tribe or denomination …
they must do God’s Will at all times.
The Levites do not receive an inheritance of land [cars, possessions]. They
only have one purpose … God does not want them to focus on any other
“thing”.

Levites do not focus on anything – business, sport,
politics, and so forth – only on God.
Melech [King]
Let’s now look at the description of
the king’s role.
•

A king must be
chosen by God and
accepted by the
whole nation

•

A king’s heart may
not be lifted above
the brethren. He is
not better than any
other person.
A
king must live a
lifestyle of sh’maing
God’s Word, just as
everyone else.

The king is called to
serve the nation.
Deuteronomy 17:20 “20 That his [mind and]
heart may not be lifted up above his brethren and that he may not turn
aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the left; so that he may
continue long, he and his sons, in his kingdom in Israel.”
•

The king must write his own personal copy of the
Torah, in order that he can read it daily. In those
days, it took the hide of an entire flock of sheep to be
enough for the Torah … and a whole year to write it
out. A king who therefore has the Torah and Word of
God on his heart will fear God and obey the
Commandments explicitly.
45

He carries the life of every individual in his hands as he hears from God. The
king works tirelessly to build the Tabernacle – physically and spiritually.
•

The king shall not,
o Multiply horses [possessions, cars]
o Multiply wives [other pursuits, mistresses]
o Multiply silver or gold [business]

King’s do not focus on things [business, politics, and so
forth], only on exercising the Will of God. He is the
example of unity, stability, and continuity.
•

The king will not cause the people to return to Egypt –
to any form of slavery.

The king must be the leading example of a beacon of light
to the entire nation.
Apostles
Finally, let’s look at the description of the apostle’s role.
•

The apostle are chosen by God and sent out with the
Full Power of Authority from God.

Luke 9:1 “1 THEN JESUS called together the Twelve [apostles] and gave
them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases,”
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•

The apostle has a mandated purpose to reach
everyone in every nation.

•

Apostles do not focus on things, but work to support
themselves.

Luke 9:3 “3 And He said to them,
Do not take anything for your
journey—neither walking stick, nor
wallet [for a collection bag], nor food
of any kind, nor money, and do not
have two undergarments (tunics).”
Acts 4:36-37 “36 Now Joseph, a
Levite and native of Cyprus who
was surnamed Barnabas by the
apostles, which interpreted means
Son of Encouragement, 37 Sold a
field which belonged to him and
brought the sum of money and laid
it at the feet of the apostles.”
•

Apostles have a
calling to spread the
Glory of God to all.
They will move from
place to place
without accumulating
or
building
organizations.

Luke 9:5-6 “5 And wherever they do not receive and accept and welcome
you, when you leave that town shake off [even] the dust from your feet, as a
testimony against them. 6 And departing, they went about from village to
village, preaching the Gospel and restoring the afflicted to health
everywhere.”

Apostles are a personal example of God and light.
What are the common threads flowing through here?
•

They are called to serve the nation.

•

They are not to accumulate worldly possessions, or to
have any duel focus in life.

•

They must lead by example, defining attributes such
as unity, stability, and continuity.

•

They personally carry the spiritual condition of every
life that they reach.
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2. Sons Of Aaron – Role of the Prophet
Let’s begin with the description of the sons of Aaron’s roles.
The first thing we must do is analyze the meaning of the three Hebrew words
that define the functions of a prophet.

3. “nabi”

1. “ra’ah”
“to gaze at, to see
vision more clearly”

2. “chosh”

“prophet,
spokesman for
another”

“seer, star-gazer”

We can see that the prophets listen and see when God’s Voice, Cloud or Fire
is on the move. They are intently focused to see the Glory of God’s Smallest
Movement.
Numbers 1:51 “51 When the tabernacle is to go forward, the Levites shall
take it down, and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it
up. And the excluded [any not of the tribe of Levi] who approach the
tabernacle shall be put to death.”
•

The Levites move [do what God says they must do]
… never before, and never too late.

•

The Levites protect that which belongs to God. The
utensils of the Tabernacle are a reflection of God’s
Attributes. These are symbols of Holiness here on
earth. The Levites also protect, by covering these
utensils with badger skin, as well as blue and scarlet
cloth.

Numbers 4:5-6, 15 “5 When the camp prepares to set forward, Aaron and his
sons shall take down the veil [screening the Holy of Holies] and cover the ark
of the Testimony with it, 6 And shall put on it the covering of dolphin or
porpoise skin, and shall spread over that a cloth wholly of blue, and shall put
in place the poles of the ark. 15 When Aaron and his sons have finished
covering the sanctuary and all its furniture, as the camp sets out, after all that
[is done but not before], the sons of Kohath shall come to carry them. But
they shall not touch the holy things, lest they die. These are the things of the
Tent of Meeting which the sons of Kohath are to carry.”

The Levites are therefore a spokesman for God … His
delegated representatives.
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•

The Levites reflect and present in their actions an
ability to ensure that the pathways of restitution and
restoration between mankind and God are
maintained. These include the following actions:
o The oil for the light of the Menorah – a picture
of Salvation
o The sweet incense – a picture of the sacrificial
offer of Y’shua which we confirm in our
intersession and prayer
o The grain offering – a picture of the
dependence mankind has on God’s Provision
o The oil of anointing – a picture of the Gift of the
Holy Spirit that is poured out over our lives.

Numbers 4:16 “16 And Eleazar son of Aaron the priest shall have charge of
the oil for the light, the fragrant incense, the continual cereal offering, and the
anointing oil, with the oversight of all the tabernacle and of all that is in it, of
the sanctuary and its utensils.”

“nabi”
“prophet, spokesman for
another”

Now, let us see how the prophet is described in the Land of Covenant. They
have the gifting to hear God audibly, or at a whisper.
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Deuteronomy 18:15-22 “15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet
(Prophet) from the midst of your brethren like me [Moses]; to him you shall
listen. 16 This is what you desired [and asked] of the Lord your God at Horeb
on the day of the assembly when you said, Let me not hear again the voice of
the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die. 17 And the Lord
said to me, They have well said all that they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for
them a prophet (Prophet) from among their brethren like you, and will put My
words in his mouth; and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 And
whoever will not hearken to My words which he shall speak in My name, I
Myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word
in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the
name of other gods, that same prophet shall die. 21 And if you say in your
[minds and] hearts, How shall we know which words the Lord has not
spoken? 22 When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does
not come to pass or prove true, that is a word which the Lord has not spoken.
The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”

1 Samuel 9:15 “15 Now a day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed to
Samuel in his ear,”
•

They lived out of the public eye until they had to deliver a
message.

•

Their message was one of divine instruction.

•

They were people who provided for themselves – lived a simple
life but were “financially” sound. They mostly stayed at schools
for prophets at Gilgal, Jericho, or Bethel so that they would be
accountable to one another. Because they were financially
stable, they did not rely on gifts from people and therefore they
could not be “bribed” to speak the wrong message.
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Finally let’s see how Paul and the Apostles describe the Prophet’s role.

“ra’ah”
“to gaze at, to see vision
more clearly”

Simply put …
•

The Prophet of the New Testament is a teacher of righteousness.

Acts 15:32 “32 And Judas and Silas,
who were themselves prophets
(inspired interpreters of the will and
purposes of God), urged and warned
and consoled and encouraged the
brethren with many words and
strengthened them.”
1 Corinthians 14:3 “3 But [on the
other hand], the one who prophesies
[who interprets the divine will and
purpose in inspired preaching and
teaching] speaks to men for their
upbuilding and constructive spiritual
progress and encouragement and
consolation.”
•

An individual that describes
the future in visions.

Acts 11:28 “28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and prophesied
through the [Holy] Spirit that a great and severe famine would come upon the
whole world. And this did occur during the reign of Claudius.”
A word of warning … the prophet needs to have a intimacy with God which
is tangible.
Deuteronomy 18:15, 18 “15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet
(Prophet) from the midst of your brethren like me [Moses]; to him you shall
listen. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet (Prophet) from among their
brethren like you, and will put My words in his mouth; and he shall speak
to them all that I command him.”
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Unfortunately, many Believers rely on others for a word of direction. It is easy
to …
•

Move into self-effort and pride, and

2 Peter 2:1-3, 18-19 “1 BUT ALSO [in those days] there arose false prophets
among the people, just as there will be false teachers among yourselves, who
will subtly and stealthily introduce heretical doctrines (destructive heresies),
even denying and disowning the Master Who bought them, bringing upon
themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their immoral ways and
lascivious doings; because of them the true Way will be maligned and
defamed. 3 And in their covetousness (lust, greed) they will exploit you with
false (cunning) arguments. From of old the sentence [of condemnation] for
them has not been idle; their destruction (eternal misery) has not been
asleep. 18 For uttering loud boasts of folly, they beguile and lure with lustful
desires of the flesh those who are barely escaping from them who are
wrongdoers. 19 They promise them liberty, when they themselves are the
slaves of depravity and defilement—for by whatever anyone is made inferior
or worse or is overcome, to that [person or thing] he is enslaved.”
Romans 16:17-18 “17 I appeal to you, brethren, to be on your guard
concerning those who create dissensions and difficulties and cause divisions,
in opposition to the doctrine (the teaching) which you have been taught. [I
warn you to turn aside from them, to] avoid them. 18 For such persons do not
serve our Lord Christ but their own appetites and base desires, and by
ingratiating and flattering speech, they beguile the hearts of the unsuspecting
and simpleminded [people].”
•

Dabble with the occult, witchcraft, and practices of magic.
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We have examples of people who, like Saul, are called by God and yet
consult with the occult and those who practice witchcraft. Balaam also tries to
use the power of the kingdom of darkness for personal gain. We are all
warned to be vigilant, but more so those who are placed in this office of
prophet.
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 “9 When you come into the land which the Lord your
God gives you, you shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of
these nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his
son or daughter pass through the fire, or who uses divination, or is a
soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer, 11 Or a charmer, or a medium, or a
wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For all who do these things are an abomination
to the Lord, and it is because of these abominable practices that the Lord
your God is driving them out before you. 13 You shall be blameless [and
absolutely true] to the Lord your God. 14 For these nations whom you shall
dispossess listen to soothsayers and diviners. But as for you, the Lord your
God has not allowed you to do so.”
2 Peter 2:9-15 “9 Now if [all these things are true, then be sure] the Lord
knows how to rescue the godly out of temptations and trials, and how to keep
the ungodly under chastisement until the day of judgment and doom, 10 And
particularly those who walk after the flesh and indulge in the lust of
polluting passion and scorn and despise authority. Presumptuous [and] daring
[self-willed and self-loving creatures]! They scoff at and revile dignitaries
(glorious ones) without trembling, 11 Whereas [even] angels, though superior
in might and power, do not bring a defaming charge against them before the
Lord. 12 But these [people]! Like unreasoning beasts, mere creatures of
instinct, born [only] to be captured and destroyed, railing at things of which
they are ignorant, they shall utterly perish in their [own] corruption [in their
destroying they shall surely be destroyed], 13 Being destined to receive
[punishment as] the reward of [their] unrighteousness [suffering wrong as the
hire for their wrongdoing]. They count it a delight to revel in the daytime [living
luxuriously and delicately]. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their
deceptions and carousing together [even] as they feast with you. 14 They have
eyes full of harlotry, insatiable for sin. They beguile and bait and lure away
unstable souls. Their hearts are trained in covetousness (lust, greed), [they
are] children of a curse [exposed to cursing]! 15 Forsaking the straight road
they have gone astray; they have followed the way of Balaam [the son] of
Beor, who loved the reward of wickedness.”

What are the common threads of a Prophet?
•
•
•

They are focused on listening to Gods voice and to diligently speak
that which they have been told
They protect the Holy “things” of God and are therefore teachers of
righteousness
They continuously show us the pathways on which we (the body)
can return to God.
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3. The Kohath, Officer, [Shofit], Shepherd, Or Pastor Role
Let’s begin by studying the sons of Kohath’s role …
•

We see that they are part of the inner circle, those who are
between God and the Tribes.

Numbers 1:53 “53 But the Levites shall encamp around the tabernacle of the
Testimony, that there may be no wrath upon the congregation of the Israelites;
and the Levites shall keep charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony.”

•

We see that the Kohaths only came into the Tabernacle once the
Tabernacles Holy Utensils had been fully covered.

Numbers 4:4, 15, 19-20 “4 This shall be the responsibility of the sons of
Kohath in the Tent of Meeting: the most holy things. 15 When Aaron and his
sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all its furniture, as the camp
sets out, after all that [is done but not before], the sons of Kohath shall
come to carry them. But they shall not touch the holy things, lest they die.
These are the things of the Tent of Meeting which the sons of Kohath are to
carry. 19 But deal thus with them, that they may live and not die when they
approach the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in and appoint
them each to his work and to his burden [to be carried on the march]. 20 But
[the Kohathites] shall not go in to see the sanctuary [the Holy Place and the
Holy of Holies] or its holy things, even for an instant, lest they die.”
•

We see that they carry the Tabernacle’s utensils.
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That’s all we have to work with … so we have to try to understand what this is
all about. As we look at the New Testament, we can clearly see from the Life
of Yeshua that God’s Purpose and Plan was to reach the hearts of mankind.
The instruments of the Tabernacle are Old Testament types of the heart of
mankind. The sons of Kohath are therefore carrying the “spiritman” part of
mankind … the inner reflection of our spirits that are tuned into God’s Spirit.
Let’s now turn to the role of the officer [shofit] in the Land of Covenant
…
Deuteronomy 16:18 “18 You shall appoint judges and officers in all your
towns which the Lord your God gives you, according to your tribes, and they
shall judge the people with righteous judgment.”

“officer”
[Strong’s 7860]
“to write or scribe, to
superintend, to administer”

We see that a Shofit is appointed from every Tribe. We see that an example
of this [in a negative sense] applied while the children of Israel were under
slavery in Egypt.
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Exodus 5:6-19 “6 The very same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters
of the people and their officers, 7 You shall no more give the people straw to
make brick; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8 But the number of
the bricks which they made before you shall still require of them; you shall not
diminish it in the least. For they are idle; that is why they cry, Let us go and
sacrifice to our God. 9 Let heavier work be laid upon the men that they may
labor at it and pay no attention to lying words. 10 The taskmasters of the
people went out, and their officers, and they said to the people, Thus says
Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. 11 Go, get straw where you can find it; but
your work shall not be diminished in the least. 12 So the people were scattered
through all the land of Egypt to gather the short stubble instead of straw. 13
And the taskmasters were urgent, saying, Finish your work, your daily quotas,
as when there was straw. 14 And the Hebrew foremen, whom Pharaoh’s
taskmasters had set over them, were beaten and were asked, Why have you
not fulfilled all your quota of making bricks yesterday and today, as before? 15
Then the Hebrew foremen came to Pharaoh and cried, Why do you deal like
this with your servants? 16 No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to
us, Make bricks! And behold, your servants are beaten, but the fault is in your
own people. 17 But [Pharaoh] said, You are idle, lazy and idle! That is why you
say, Let us go and sacrifice to the Lord. 18 Get out now and get to work; for no
straw shall be given you, yet you shall deliver the full quota of bricks. 19 And
the Hebrew foremen saw that they were in an evil situation when it was said,
You shall not diminish in the least your full daily quota of bricks.”
Once again, other than the fact that they are appointed over every Tribe and
are the administrators we know very little else.
We can however say that they
will have the role of:
•

Proclaiming agreements
and “laws” that we have
accepted as the morn in
our society … how we
react with the rest of the
world.

•

Ensuring that a standard
of obedience and order
is maintained within the
community that they
serve.

F i n a l l y, w e t u r n t o t h e
Shepherd’s [Pastors] role …
It is here that we start to see
the fullness of this role. We
see that …
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•

The father is set up as the leader or shepherd of each household.
This is no more clearly shown than in the illustration of the
Passover meal. The father must prepare a meal and lamb enough
for all of the family to eat.

Exodus 12:3-4 “3 Tell all the congregation of Israel, On the tenth day of this
month they shall take every man a lamb or kid, according to [the size of] the
family of which he is the father, a lamb or kid for each house. 4 And if the
household is too small to consume the lamb, let him and his next door
neighbor take it according to the number of persons, every man according to
what each can eat shall make your count for the lamb.”
•

Y’shua defines the good Shepherd with attributes of …
o Feeding the sheep, those over which He has Stewardship

Isaiah 40:11 “11 He will feed His flock like a shepherd: He will gather the
lambs in His arm, He will carry them in His bosom and will gently lead those
that have their young.”

o Dividing the sheep from the goats … making sure that pagan
and other foreign influences are kept out of the family home
Matthew 25:32 “32 All nations will be gathered before Him, and He will
separate them [the people] from one another as a shepherd separates his
sheep from the goats;”
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o Hearing and doing the Word of God. He is a role model that
leads by example and who personally knows the weaknesses
and strengths of each individual
John 10:2-18 “2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
3 The watchman opens the door for this man, and the sheep listen to his voice
and heed it; and he calls his own sheep by name and brings (leads) them out.
4 When he has brought his own sheep outside, he walks on before them, and
the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will never [on any
account] follow a stranger, but will run away from him because they do not
know the voice of strangers or recognize their call. 6 Jesus used this parable
(illustration) with them, but they did not understand what He was talking
about. 7 So Jesus said again, I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, that I
Myself am the Door for the sheep. 8 All others who came [as such] before Me
are thieves and robbers, but the [true] sheep did not listen to and obey them.
9 I am the Door; anyone who enters in through Me will be saved (will live). He
will come in and he will go out [freely], and will find pasture. 10 The thief
comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have
and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows). 11 I am the
Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd risks and lays down His [own] life for
the sheep. 12 But the hired servant (he who merely serves for wages) who is
neither the shepherd nor the owner of the sheep, when he sees the wolf
coming, deserts the flock and runs away. And the wolf chases and snatches
them and scatters [the flock]. 13 Now the hireling flees because he merely
serves for wages and is not himself concerned about the sheep [cares
nothing for them]. 14 I am the Good Shepherd; and I know and recognize My
own, and My own know and recognize Me— 15 Even as [truly as] the Father
knows Me and I also know the Father—and I am giving My [very own] life and
laying it down on behalf of the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep [beside
these] that are not of this fold. I must bring and impel those also; and they will
listen to My voice and heed My call, and so there will be [they will become]
one flock under one Shepherd. 17 For this [reason] the Father loves Me,
because I lay down My [own] life—to take it back again. 18 No one takes it
away from Me. On the contrary, I lay it down voluntarily. [I put it from Myself.] I
am authorized and have power to lay it down (to resign it) and I am
authorized and have power to take it back again. These are the instructions
(orders) which I have received [as My charge] from My Father.”
1 Peter 2:25 “25 For you were going astray like [so many] sheep, but now you
have come back to the Shepherd and Guardian (the Bishop) of your souls.”
1 Timothy 3:10 “10 And let them also be tried and investigated and proved
first; then, if they turn out to be above reproach, let them serve [as deacons].”
The Shepherd was empowered to perform his duties by being armed with the
following equipment …
•

Club to ward off the dangerous animals … the influence that
comes to attack every child or believer.

•

Staff to lean on and to use to pull someone out of a ditch or
hole … the ability to lift a child out of the circumstances of
life, to exercise compassion for the needy.
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•

Bag to carry provisions and medication … to be the healing
and feeding arm of God.

•

Sling to go to war against the spiritual kingdom of darkness
and its forces against that come across our paths.

In addition, we get a clear word that says that the condition of the sheep [my
family] is a direct reflection of a father or shepherd’s actions
Ezekiel 34:11-22 “11 For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I Myself, will
search for My sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his
sheep in the day that he is among his flock that are scattered, so will I seek
out My sheep; and I will rescue them out of all places where they have been
scattered in the day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the countries and will bring them to
their own land; and I will feed them upon the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them
with good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be;
there shall they lie down in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed
upon the mountains of Israel. 15 I will feed My sheep and I will cause them to
lie down, says the Lord God. 16 I will seek that which was lost and bring back
that which has strayed, and I will bandage the hurt and the crippled and will
strengthen the weak and the sick, but I will destroy the fat and the strong [who
have become hardhearted and perverse]; I will feed them with judgment and
punishment.”
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“17 And as for you, O My flock, thus says the Lord God: Behold, I judge
between sheep and sheep, between the rams and the great he-goats [the
malicious and the tyrants of the pasture]. 18 Is it too little for you that you feed
on the best pasture, but you must tread down with your feet the rest of your
pasture? And to have drunk of the waters clarified by subsiding, but you must
foul the rest of the water with your feet? 19 And My flock, must they feed on
what your feet have trodden and drink what your feet have fouled? 20
Therefore thus says the Lord God to them: Behold, I, I Myself, will judge
between fat sheep and impoverished sheep, or fat goats and lean goats. 21
Because you push with side and with shoulder and thrust with your horns all
those that have become weak and diseased, till you have scattered them
abroad, 22 Therefore will I rescue My flock, and they shall no more be a prey;
and I will judge between sheep and sheep.”

What are the common threads of the shepherd’s role?
•

They [the fathers] carry the hearts of their children [the Holy
Utensils] before God’s Glory.

•

They have to “superintend” or look after the flock that they have
been given to protect, feed, and lead to greener pastures.

•

They have to go to war to defend their flock against both the
physical as well as the spiritual influence that would want to impact
their flock.
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4. The Gershon, Judge [Shofit], Or Evangelist’s Role
Let’s begin by the study of the sons of Gershon …

“shofit”
[Strong’s 8199]
“to stand”

•

We see that they are part of the inner circle – those between God
and man on the south side. They give this perspective of God’s
Character.

Numbers 1:53 “53 But the Levites shall encamp around the tabernacle of the
Testimony, that there may be no wrath upon the congregation of the Israelites;
and the Levites shall keep charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony.”
•

We see that the Gershonites carry the outer curtains and hanging
of the Tabernacle … the external Appearance of God … those
things that are seen on the outside by people looking in. Every
movement on the inside
by God and the Holy
Spirit will cause the
curtain to move.

Numbers 4:24-27 “24 This is
the service of the families of
the Gershonites, in serving
and in bearing burdens [when
on the march]: 25 And they
shall carry the curtains of
the tabernacle, and the Tent
of Meeting, its covering, and
the covering of dolphin or
porpoise skin that is on top of
it, and the hanging or screen
for the door of the Tent of
Meeting, 26 And the hangings
of the court, and the
hanging or screen for the
entrance of the gate of the court which
is around the tabernacle and the altar [of burnt offering], and their cords, and
all the equipment for their service; whatever needs to be done with them, that
they shall do. 27 Under the direction of Aaron and his sons shall be all the
service of the sons of the Gershonites, in all they have to carry and in all they
have to do; and you shall assign to their charge all that they are to carry [on
the march].”
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Let’s now study the Judge – Shofit’s role …
•

We see that this role is set out for us in Deuteronomy, where the
judges would stand in the gates to judge and avenge.

Deuteronomy 16:18 “18 You shall appoint judges and officers in all your
towns which the Lord your God gives you, according to your tribes, and they
shall judge the people with righteous judgment.”

•

We are given a list of criteria, things that a “shofit” will do, by setting a
righteous standard. They will take the Word of God and interpret those
Principles in line with the changing circumstances of our time, the
cultures that we live in, and so forth. They will live a life standard
which is reflected in Amos’s description of God’s Plumbline.

Judges will …
•

Oppose bribery and perversion of justice. They will look always to
do that which is right irrespective of the cost.

This act of judging is not really in the manner of the legal systems as we know
it today. We see in fact that this role [as leaders in the city gates] carries the
specification of legislatior. This leader therefore has to:
o Provide direction in times when political changes in legislation are
being made, to debate and stand for Laws that will be fair and
transparent, and morally good for the Nation.
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o Take up the leadership role in times of warfare, both physically and
spiritually. The judge sets the guard and plans the attack.
Deuteronomy 6:18-19 “18 And you shall do what is right and good in the sight
of the Lord, that it may go well with you and that you may go in and possess
the good land which the Lord swore to give to your fathers, 19 To cast out all
your enemies from before you, as the Lord has promised.”
•

They will oppose all attempts to establish idols or pagan-god
worship

Deuteronomy 16:21-22 “21 You shall not plant for yourselves any kind of tree
dedicated to [the goddess] Asherah beside the altar of the Lord your God
which you shall make. 22 Neither shall you set up an idolatrous stone or
image, which the Lord your God hates.”

Deuteronomy 17:2-4 “2 If there is found among you within any of your towns
which the Lord your God gives you a man or woman who does what is wicked
in the sight of the Lord your God by transgressing His covenant, 3 Who has
gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the sun or moon or any
of the host of the heavens, which I have forbidden, 4 And it is told and you
hear of it, then inquire diligently. And if it is certainly true that such an
abomination has been committed in Israel,”
•

They will oppose any attempt to bring false or unacceptable
practices into the worship of God

Deuteronomy 17:1 “1 YOU SHALL not sacrifice to the Lord your God an ox
or sheep with a blemish or any defect whatsoever, for that is an abomination
to the Lord your God.”
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We see that this role requires men of high integrity, moral values and lists the
criteria …
o God fearing
Ezra 7:25 “25 You, Ezra, after the wisdom of your God, which is [in His
instructions] in your hand, set magistrates and judges who may judge all the
people [west] of the River; choose those who know the instructions of
your God, and teach him who does not know them.”
o Truthful
Deuteronomy 19:19 “19 Then you shall do to him as he had intended to do
to his brother. So you shall put away the evil from among you.”

o Honest
Exodus 23:8 “8 You shall take no bribe, for the bribe blinds those who have
sight and perverts the testimony and the cause of the righteous.”
o Peacemaker
Judges will guard and protect the peace of the community. Even though we
are all Believers in the Messiah, our own personalities clash from time to time.
This “judge” is also the mediator and peacemaker. Sarah calls on God to be
the “Judge” between herself and Abraham with regards to Hagar.
Genesis 16:4-5 “4 And he had intercourse with Hagar, and she became
pregnant; and when she saw that she was with child, she looked with
contempt upon her mistress and despised her. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram,
May [the responsibility for] my wrong and deprivation of rights be upon you! I
gave my maid into your bosom, and when she saw that she was with child, I
was contemptible and despised in her eyes. May the Lord be the judge
between you and me.”
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o Love of justice

Zechariah 7:9-11 “9 Thus has the Lord of hosts spoken: Execute true
judgment and show mercy and kindness and tender compassion, every man
to his brother; 10 And oppress not the widow or the fatherless, the temporary
resident or the poor, and let none of you devise or imagine or think evil
against his brother in your heart. 11 But they refused to listen and turned a
rebellious and stubborn shoulder and made heavy and dull their ears that
they might not hear.”
This love of justice [Strong’s Hebrew 6664 – tzedek] means:
1. To treat all others as God would treat them.
2. To receive from others that which God has asked them to do
and say to us … to accept the criticism and pruning in your life.
We need an open heart and mind to be ready to inspect our
lives to see whether we are meeting this standard.
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Deuteronomy 16:20 “20 Follow what is altogether just (uncompromisingly
righteous), that you may live and inherit the land which your God gives you.”
In order that we can grow to reach this level of maturity, we need to renew our
minds until we have the mind of God.
1 Corinthians 2:15-16 “15 But the spiritual man tries all things [he
examines, investigates, inquires into, questions, and discerns all
things], yet is himself to be put on trial and judged by no one [he can
read the meaning of everything, but no one can properly discern or appraise
or get an insight into him]. 16 For who has known or understood the mind (the
counsels and purposes) of the Lord so as to guide and instruct Him and give
Him knowledge? But we have the mind of Christ (the Messiah) and do hold
the thoughts (feelings and purposes) of His heart.”
o Obedient to Torah
Joshua 1:7-8 “7 Only you be strong and very courageous, that you may do
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you. Turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8
This Book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall
meditate on it day and night, that you may observe and do according to all
that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then
you shall deal wisely and have good success.”

o Defender of the poor
Psalm 82:3-4 “3 Do justice to the weak (poor) and fatherless; maintain the
rights of the afflicted and needy. 4 Deliver the poor and needy; rescue them
out of the hand of the wicked.”
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Isaiah 42:4 “4 He will not fail or become weak or be crushed and discouraged
till He has established justice in the earth; and the islands and coastal regions
shall wait hopefully for Him and expect His direction and law.”
Finally we turn to the role of the Evangelist …
We see that Y’shua empowers His disciples with the “Great” Commission and
sends them out into the
world to make a
difference …
•

To preach

•

To heal

•

To feed

Acts 21:8 “8 On the
morrow we left there
and
came
to
Caesarea; and we
went into the house of
Philip the evangelist,
who was one of the
Seven [first deacons],
and stayed with him.”
2 Timothy 4:5 “5 As
for you, be calm and
c o o l a n d s t e a d y,
accept and suffer
unflinchingly every
hardship, do the
work of an evangelist, fully perform all the
duties of your ministry.”

What are the common threads of the Evangelist’s role?
•

They reflect the external manifestation of God’s Presence and of His
Works of Love.

•

They set a standard of moral integrity and strength as they are
revealing the acts of an Invisible God to a mass of people and pagans
who do not yet know Him.

•

They actively campaign against any form of idolatry, pagan worship
and injustice to the poor.

67

5. Sons Of Merati, Priests [Kohen], Teacher’s Role
Let’s begin by a study of the sons of Merati …
•

We see that the sons of Merati are part of the inner circle between God
and man on the side … they give this unique perspective of God.

Numbers 1:53 “53 But the Levites shall encamp around the tabernacle of the
Testimony, that there may be no wrath upon the congregation of the Israelites;
and the Levites shall keep charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony.”
•

We see that the Meraites carry the boards, pillars, bar, sockets of the
Tabernacle … all of the parts that hold up the covering. These items
are the foundation of the Tent Covering. That which is seen from the
outside is held up and supported by these principles of strength. The
outer will not be visible if these elements are not maintained.

Numbers 4:31-32 “31 And this is what they are assigned to carry and to
guard [on the march], according to all their service in the Tent of Meeting: the
boards or frames of the tabernacle, and its bars, and its pillars, and its
sockets or bases, 32 And the pillars of the court round about with their
sockets or bases, and pegs, and cords, with all their equipment and all
their accessories for service; and you shall assign to them by name the
articles which they are to carry [on the march].”
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Let’s now turn to the officers of priest [Kohen] in the wilderness …
•

We find this role defined in Deuteronomy …

Deuteronomy 18:1 “1 THE LEVITICAL priests and all the tribe of Levi shall
have no part or inheritance with Israel; they shall eat the offerings made by
fire to the Lord, and His rightful dues.”
The Hebrew word used to describe this is Strong’s #3548 and means …
•

will not occupy land

Deuteronomy 18:2 “2 They shall have no inheritance among their brethren;
the Lord is their inheritance, as He promised them.”
•

a smooth tongue

Deuteronomy 18:5 “5 For the Lord your God has chosen him out of all your
tribes to stand to minister in the name [and presence] of the Lord, him and his
sons forever.”
We also see that the priest’s [Kohen] role is defined clearly …
•

they shall speak out against any form of pagan worship

Deuteronomy 18:10 “10 There shall not be found among you anyone who
makes his son or daughter pass through the fire, or who uses divination, or is
a soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer,”
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•

they shall speak out against any form of occult

Deuteronomy 18:11, 14 “11 Or a charmer, or a medium, or a wizard, or a
necromancer. 14 For these nations whom you shall dispossess listen to
soothsayers and diviners. But as for you, the Lord your God has not allowed
you to do so.”
Furthermore, we see that the priest [Kohen] will be defined by the following
attributes …
•

a man who mediates between God and man

Leviticus 6:6-7 “6 And he shall bring to the priest his trespass or guilt offering
to the Lord, a ram without blemish out of the flock, valued by you to the
amount of his trespass; 7 And the priest shall make atonement for him before
the Lord, and he shall be forgiven for anything of all that he may have done
by which he has become guilty.”
•

a man who carries the nation on his breast [symbolized by the
breastplate]

•

he reaches each individual in every tribe

•

he wears the colors and Glory of God in the robes that he put on

Exodus 28:15 “15 You shall make a breastplate of judgment, in skilled work;
like the workmanship of the ephod shall you make it, of gold, blue, purple, and
scarlet [stuff ], and of fine twined linen.”
Finally let’s look at the role of the teacher …
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Y’shua is the primarily role model of a teacher.
Firstly, we see that He was part of the crowd … that He sat down to teach. In
no way was the teacher superior to those who came to listen.
Matthew 5:1 “1 SEEING THE crowds, He went up on the mountain; and
when He was seated, His disciples came to Him.”
Matthew 13:1-2 “1 THAT SAME day Jesus went out of the house and was
sitting beside the sea. 2 But such great crowds gathered about Him that He
got into a boat and remained sitting there, while all the throng stood on the
shore.”

Matthew 24:3 “3 While He was seated on the Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to Him privately and said, Tell us, when will this take place, and what
will be the sign of Your coming and of the end (the completion, the
consummation) of the age?”
Matthew 5:3 “3 Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous—
with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favor and salvation, regardless of their
outward conditions) are the poor in spirit (the humble, who rate themselves
insignificant), for theirs is the kingdom of heaven!”
Secondly, He spent most of His Time showing the people that they had to be
careful not to become involved in legalism as well as the traditions and
opinions of man.
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Matthew 15:2-3 “2 Why do Your disciples transgress and violate the rules
handed down by the elders of the past? For they do not practice
[ceremonially] washing their hands before they eat. 3 He replied to them, And
why also do you transgress and violate the commandment of God for the
sake of the rules handed down to you by your forefathers (the elders)?”

Luke 16:15-16 “15 But He said to them, You are the ones who declare
yourselves just and upright before men, but God knows your hearts. For what
is exalted and highly thought of among men is detestable and abhorrent
(an abomination) in the sight of God. 16 Until John came, there were the Law
and the Prophets; since then the good news (the Gospel) of the kingdom of
God is being preached, and everyone strives violently to go in [would force
his own way rather than God’s way into it].”
•

Y’shua taught them that they had to go out in to ministry with no
material possessions.

Luke 10:4, 8 “4 Carry no purse, no provisions bag, no [change of] sandals;
refrain from [retarding your journey by] saluting and wishing anyone well
along the way. 8 Whenever you go into a town and they receive and accept
and welcome you, eat what is set before you;”
•

He taught them to go out into the whole world with the message of
the Kingdom of God.

Mark 16:15, 20 “15 And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach and
publish openly the good news (the Gospel) to every creature [of the whole
human race]. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord
kept working with them and confirming the message by the attesting signs
and miracles that closely accompanied [it]. Amen (so be it).”
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What are the common threads of the teacher’s role?
•

•
•
•

They have the responsibility to present God’s Fundamental Truth
with integrity and simplicity. They should be ensuring that every
self made effort to showmanship is set aside and that the true
essence of how we observe our spirituality is fostered.
They will show compassion for every individual who is truly
searching for God, irrespective of his ability to comprehend the
immensity of God’s creation.
They will not be swayed from their calling by the trappings of this
world – business, wealth, politics, power, and so forth.
They are diligent to keep the Torah and God’s Commandment by
living these out practically in deeds of love to their fellowman.

Luke 10:25-28 “25 And then a certain lawyer arose to try (test, tempt) Him,
saying, Teacher, what am I to do to inherit everlasting life [that is, to partake
of eternal salvation in the Messiah’s kingdom]? 26 Jesus said to him, What is
written in the Law? How do you read it? 27 And he replied, You must love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. 28 And Jesus
said to him, You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live [enjoy
active, blessed, endless life in the kingdom of God].”
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Conclusion
Every man, woman and child is called to a unique journey of End-Time
purpose.
God decreed that the High Priest Aaron should bless the people. Y’shua has
taken on the role of the Great High Priest.
These words declare,
prophetically, our blessedness.
Numbers 6:22-27 “22 And the Lord said to Moses, 23 Say to Aaron and his
sons, This is the way you shall bless the Israelites. Say to them, 24 The Lord
bless you and watch, guard, and keep you; 25 The Lord make His face to
shine upon and enlighten you and be gracious (kind, merciful, and giving
favor) to you; 26 The Lord lift up His [approving] countenance upon you and
give you peace (tranquility of heart and life continually). 27 And they shall put
My name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.”

Anyone who has the name of YHWH imprinted on their body, soul and spirit
will always stand out as unique.
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Numbers 23:8-10 “8 How can I curse those God has not cursed? Or how can
I [violently] denounce those the Lord has not denounced? 9 For from the top of
the rocks I see Israel, and from the hills I behold him. Behold, the people [of
Israel] shall dwell alone and shall not be reckoned and esteemed among the
nations. 10 Who can count the dust (the descendants) of Jacob and the
number of the fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous
[those who are upright and in right standing with God], and let my last end be
like theirs!”
Every believer who makes it his goal in life to diligently study the Torah and
Word of God will find directions.
Acts 17:10-11 “10 Now the brethren at once sent Paul and Silas away by
night to Beroea; and when they arrived, they entered the synagogue of the
Jews. 11 Now these [Jews] were better disposed and more noble than those in
Thessalonica, for they were entirely ready and accepted and welcomed the
message [concerning the attainment through Christ of eternal salvation in the
kingdom of God] with inclination of mind and eagerness, searching and
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”
Proverbs 3:13-18 “13 Happy (blessed, fortunate, enviable) is the man who
finds skillful and godly Wisdom, and the man who gets understanding
[drawing it forth from God’s Word and life’s experiences], 14 For the gaining of
it is better than the gaining of silver, and the profit of it better than fine gold. 15
Skillful and godly Wisdom is more precious than rubies; and nothing you can
wish for is to be compared to her. 16 Length of days is in her right hand, and in
her left hand are riches and honor. 17 Her ways are highways of pleasantness,
and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold on
her; and happy (blessed, fortunate, to be envied) is everyone who holds her
fast.”

Shalom!
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