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Preface 

This is another book in a series (A Messianic Perspective Of …) put together to try and 
assist Christians in their understanding of our Hebraic Roots.  In so doing, we hope to 
bridge the gap between the physical experience of the Old Testament and the spiritual 
significance of the New Testament.  In this book, the focus will be on Messianic leadership. 

The journey toward my understanding of our Hebraic Roots began a few years ago when I 
(Roly) attended a Bar-mitzvah in a local synagogue.  After the service they told this story 
… 

"  

Every young man at the age of thirteen years goes through a process ending in 
the declaration of his entering manhood. 
He is given a new name. 
His name is engraved on a wooden carving of a tree – the Tree of Life. 
The rabbi sends a note to Jerusalem where his name is entered into the Book of 
Life. 
He doesn’t need a visa if he should go to Israel and, because his name is 
recorded and he can stay there forever.   
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As they told this story, I saw in it the New Testament Truth of accepting Y’shua (Jesus) as 
your personal Saviour, and of being accepted into the Kingdom of God.  What was being 
done in the natural at a Bar-mitzvah had a spiritual parallel in the Kingdom of God. I 
realized that if we observe the Hebraic festivals and celebrations in the natural, we would 
uncover spiritual Patterns and Truths. 

!  

My thanks to a spiritual friend, Arthur Aaron, who started me down this path, and to all the 
secretaries for the hours of typing. 

These notes are the firstfruits of our study, and we realize that there will be to add.  
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Our suggestions for using this book are as follows: 

1. As you study, try to understand the heart with which it was written. 
2. Keep in mind the fact that we are looking for spiritual truths that are manifested 

in the natural and are not suggesting legalism. 
3. Consider the strands and concepts that link the: 

• Old and New Testament 
• Jew and Christian 

4. And consider what position you should take in relation to: 

• The Jewish people 
• Jerusalem, and the Land of Israel 
• The keeping of the God’s Commandments in loving obedience 

5. Remember, you need to count the cost: 

"  

We welcome feedback from those who use this book. 

Suggestions for improvements would be particularly appreciated, as would any testimonies 
as a result of you having used this book and applied it to your life. 

Yours In Y’shua, 

Roly & Amanda Buys 

“If I should forget you 

O Jerusalem 
Let my right hand lose its skill 

If I do not remember you 

Let my tongue cling to the roof  

Of my mouth 

If I do not exalt Jerusalem above My chief joy.” 

Psalm 137:5
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Introduction 

We have approached this interpretation and study on the subject of tithing with much 
prayer and intercession.  It is quite a topic … with century’s worth of history and traditions. 

The current model of church operating in the world today has changed dramatically from 
the “early” congregation in the period shortly after Messiah’s Death and Resurrection. 

Some of these elements of change include: 

From a family orientated body … to a local church 
From leadership by the father of a family … to leadership by the pastor 
From a home … to a cathedral or a temple 

"  

And these are just a few examples. 

One of the most critical changes is the swift from a father – who is intended to be the 
spiritual leader in the home, a Torah  scholar, a priest, a prophet, and so forth – to one 1

where the congregation largely sits back to let the pastor tell us what we should think, do, 
or say. 

 The Torah is the Hebrew title for the first five books of the Bible written by Moses containing the 1

Commandments and Instructions of YHVH.  These Commandments were given to Israel as a 
blessing, and as Instructions in how to walk in the Way of YHVH.
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It is within this change that a father’s position as spiritual leader and moral role-model has 
been downgraded to simply a provider of “things”. 

Children are not taught to discern, challenge, or debate the Word of God.  Consequently, 
we grow up with a mentality of accepting the word of religious leadership as the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

Unfortunately, the deluge of false prophetic words, misconstrued teachings, and 
manipulated doctrines continue to be spread all over the world … and with access to the 
Internet, TV, radio, and so forth increasing, the spreading of these misleading ideas has 
become all too easy. 

One topic which falls into this category is that of tithing … or what has come to be known 
as the “prosperity gospel”. 

"  

Over the past year, I have received a number of emails and letters from believers that are 
lost and confused … and more importantly, under a burden of guilt. 

To illustrate the extent of the manipulation in this regard, I quote a few examples: 

An elderly lady’s husband passes away.  Within days, the local pastor has come 
around to “remind” her that she will be blessed when she gives a tithe of the 
entire estate. 
A couple whose financial status can only be described as stretched (not 
because of debt or bad management, but due to the level of remuneration at his 
work) is told to “loan” R 2, 000 to sow into “God’s” project – a church building –  
with the reassurance that they will be blessed. 

Page �  of �8 68



A man is told that his tithe must be given to the local body, which have the 
authority and responsibility to distribute the offering as “God” leads them.  We 
then see the “church building” grow in size and the pastor’s car being upgraded 
for a newer model. 

Countless times I have been asked why, if the pastor has a vision to build a five-thousand-
seater church are the members under so much pressure to raise the money. 

In this book, we are attempting to follow God’s Pattern throughout the Scriptures to try and 
define the Godly Pattern to tithing. 

The Torah (Word) is clear.  The abuse of the principle of tithing remains one of the most 
critical aspects of our walk with God, and one which He declares will cause His Wrath to 
fall … especially on the shepherds of the flocks. 

Amos 2:6 “Thus says the Lord: For three transgressions of Israel and for four (for multiplied 
delinquencies), I will not reverse the punishment of it or revoke My word concerning it, because 
they have sold the (strictly) just and uncompromisingly righteous for silver and the needy for a pair 
of sandals;” 

"  

Ezekiel 34:1-10 “AND THE word of the Lord came to me, saying, Son of man, prophesy against 
the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them, even to the (spiritual) shepherds, Thus says 
the Lord God: Woe to the (spiritual) shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the 
shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you kill the 
fatlings, but you do not feed the sheep. The diseased and weak you have not strengthened, the 
sick you have not healed, the hurt and crippled you have not bandaged, those gone astray you 
have not brought back, the lost you have not sought to find, but with force and hardhearted 
harshness you have ruled them. And they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and 
when they were scattered they became food for all the wild beasts of the field. My sheep wandered 
through all the mountains and upon every high hill; yes, My sheep were scattered upon all the face 
of the earth and no one searched or sought for them. Therefore, you (spiritual) shepherds, hear the 
word of the Lord: As I live, says the Lord God, surely because My sheep became a prey, and My 
sheep became food for every beast of the field because there was no shepherd—neither did My 
shepherds search for My sheep, but the shepherds fed themselves and fed not My sheep— 
Therefore, O you (spiritual) shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: Thus says the Lord God: 
Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require My sheep at their hand and cause them to 
cease feeding the sheep, neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more. I will rescue My 
sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them.” 
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God creates man with a purpose … 

We can’t look at tithes before we understand why man was created … and to fully 
comprehend this, we need to go back to the beginning. 

Fundamental Principle of the Seed 

We see that every living thing – whether it is a plant, animal, or human being – 
comes forth from a seed. 
The seed, when fully grown, produces a fruit that contains the seed for the next 
generation. 
The seed produces after its own kind. 
The seed contains the life and potential of the harvest. 

Man’s Seed of Life 

We see that the very Breath of God is the Seed of mankind. 
Man’s seed has the potential and direction to be … 
o blessed, 
o positioned in dominion over all other seeds’ potential, 
o steward over all other seeds’ potential. 

Man has the Seed of the Tree of Life inside of him. 

"  
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Mankind will always have the potential to be found in the Palm of God’s Hand.  2

Isaiah 62:3 “You shall also be (so beautiful and prosperous as to be thought of as) a crown of 
glory and honor in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem (exceedingly beautiful) in the hand of 
your God.” 

Let’s have a look at the Hebrew word for “Hand” used in this passage … 

"  

God tells us that He does not rest until we have the Crown of Glory and Honor on our 
heads. 

Therefore, we need to understand that there is a continual process of restoration in the 
seed happening all of the time. 

“ya’d” 
(Strong’s Hebrew 327/3709) 

“hand, palm or hollow, power, 
means or provision, direction”

 For additional studies, please see “Crowns Of Glory In The Hand Of God”, available for order 2

from the office or as a free download from the website.
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When Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, the Seed of Life 
was “destroyed” and replaced with the seed of this world. 

This worldly seed grows during our lifetime and forms fruit of … 

The pagan worldview, 
The flesh, 
The spirit of this world. 

This seed has potentially a lifetime to mature.  However, when we return to God, we are in 
essence replacing the seed of this world with the Seed of Life. 

However, there is still a harvest of old seeds and fruits that need to be removed.  We 
remove these through … 

The renewal of the mind, 
The transformation of the soul, 
The conformation of the body. 

"  

As soon as mankind has been restored, meaning we have … 

The Seed of Life growing, 
The Fruit of the Spirit is being produced, 
The Oil of the Menorah (Lamp) of Light is formed,  
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Then … 
… Mankind has moved back into the Garden of Eden.  This Garden then becomes no 
longer a Physical Space, but a Holy and Spiritual Space which is defined by the area and 
community that we are called to impact. 

It is from this place of positional rulership and domain that: 

We are given a job, 
We are to work hard … there is no room for the lazy, 

Proverbs 24:30-34 “I went by the field of the lazy man, and by the vineyard of the man void of 
understanding; And, behold, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles were covering its face, 
and its stone wall was broken down. Then I beheld and considered it well; I looked and received 
instruction. Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep— So shall your 
poverty come as a robber, and your want as an armed man.” 

"  

Proverbs 27:23-27 “Be diligent to know the state of your flocks, and look well to your herds; 
For riches are not forever; does a crown endure to all generations? When the hay is gone, the 
tender grass shows itself, and herbs of the mountain are gathered in, The lambs will be for your 
clothing, and the goats (will furnish you) the price of a field. And there will be goats’ milk enough for 
your food, for the food of your household, and for the maintenance of your maids.” 
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We are to inherit a specific piece of land. Where each man is an owner, 
We will leave a generational legacy and inheritance, 
We will tend and keep the Garden. 

Tithing is therefore the visible act of showing God that we are fulfilling our mandate to look 
after the Garden! 

Foundational Principles for His People 

The exodus from Egypt is not only meant to be a story of an event in the physical domain, 
it is also meant as picture of a spiritual principle.  We are expected to see the revelation of 
the spiritual context, namely … 

Redemption by God’s Grace of a people who did nothing to deserve 
deliverance. 
Baptism (mikveh) under the Red Sea to wash away the vestiges of the 
“ownership” of the previous kingdom. 

"  

1. First Foundation Principle 

We have all been given a land to own. 

We are to be landowners in order to take dominion.  Not only do we get the land, but also 
the vineyard, orchards, fields, and so forth … we get the ability to provide a harvest. 

Of major significance is the Revelation that God wants His Redeemed People to return to 
a place of Covenantal Promise. The Land of Israel was a real-life manifestation of the 
previous Garden of Eden. 
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In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had rulership and ownership rights.  They were the 
legitimate representatives of God.  The Land of Israel was meant to be a renewal of this 
principle.  The Israelites were to conquer the Land … to remove all who did not belong on 
God’s Land, and to re-establish the Kingdom of God. 

"  
Importantly, every individual family – all descendants of Adam and Eve – would be given a 
unique and specific piece of land as an inheritance. 

Joshua 13:15, 24 “And Moses gave an inheritance to the tribe of the Reubenites according to their 
families: 24 Moses gave an inheritance also to the tribe of the Gadites according to their families.” 

Joshua 14:1, 6 “THESE ARE the inheritances in the land of Canaan distributed to the Israelites 
by Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers’ houses of their tribes. 6 

Then the people of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite 
said to him, You know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God concerning me and you in 
Kadesh-barnea.” 

Joshua 15:1 “THE LOT for the tribe of Judah according to its families reached southward to the 
boundary of Edom, to the Wilderness of Zin at its most southern part.” 

God is so determined that every single family is given this area of rulership and domain, 
that even the daughters of a deceased father are included in the Land distribution. 
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Numbers 36:2, 6-7 “They said, The Lord commanded (you) my lord to give the land for inheritance 
by lot to the Israelites; and my lord was commanded by the Lord to give the inheritance of 
Zelophehad our brother to his daughters. 6This is what the Lord commands concerning the 
daughters of Zelophehad: Let them marry whom they think best; only they shall marry within the 
family of the tribe of their father. 7So shall no inheritance of the Israelites be transferred from tribe 
to tribe, for every one of the Israelites shall cling to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.” 

Of critical significance in this redistribution of land, we need to be clear that: 

One only “got” a part of the land if you had “by faith” moved to stand with your 
tribe, clan, or family. 

Numbers 2:34 “Thus the Israelites did according to all the Lord commanded Moses; so they 
encamped by their standards, and so they set forward, everyone with his (tribal) families, 
according to his father’s house.” 

"  

No one had to perform any deed or service to get a part of the inheritance.  
This act of land redistribution was not based on any works or legalism. 
The inheritance of land is only possible if you have fully identified with a tribe or 
specific place in the Body of Messiah.  It is only as part of the Body (not a 
denomination) that I will gain this inheritance.  The Promise to Abraham is clear 
… it is to “his children and his household”.  
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Genesis 18:18-19 “Since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed through him and shall bless themselves by him? For I have 
known (chosen, acknowledged) him (as My own), so that he may teach and command his 
children and the sons of his house after him to keep the way of the Lord and to do what is just 
and righteous, so that the Lord may bring Abraham what He has promised him.” 

We are not given this inheritance of land so that we can provide enough to live (to survive), 
but instead it is to be a symbol of our prophetic and End-Time calling.  If you own land in 
the physical, and you keep reap a harvest in the physical, you can expect an exponential 
growth of the same “seed” in the spiritual. 

2. Second Foundational Principle

The restoration of the family … Jubilee! 

God plans that each successive generation will be able to start afresh.  Land may never 
be sold in finality.  Every succeeding generation will be able to reclaim the inheritance at 
the time of Jubilee. 

"  

Numbers 36:7-9 “So shall no inheritance of the Israelites be transferred from tribe to tribe, for 
every one of the Israelites shall cling to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 8  And every 
daughter who possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the Israelites shall be wife to one of the 
family of the tribe of her father, so that the Israelites may each one possess the inheritance of his 
fathers. 9  So shall no inheritance be transferred from one tribe to another, but each of the tribes of 
the Israelites shall cling to its own inheritance.” 
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Leviticus 25:10, 13 “And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his 
ancestral possession (which through poverty he was compelled to sell), and each of you 
shall return to his family (from whom he was separated in bond service). 13In this Year of 
Jubilee each of you shall return to his ancestral property.” 

"  

We have been given “ownership” of a piece of Land that in reality always belongs to God.  
We therefore, in our stewardship role, need to ensure that the process of redemption is 
suitably recorded. 

Leviticus 25:24-28 “And in all the country you possess you shall grant a redemption for the land 
(in the Year of Jubilee). If your brother has become poor and has sold some of his property, if any 
of his kin comes to redeem it, he shall (be allowed to) redeem what his brother has sold. And if 
the man has no one to redeem his property, and he himself has become more prosperous 
and has enough to redeem it, Then let him count the years since he sold it and restore the 
overpayment to the man to whom he sold it, and return to his ancestral possession. But if he is 
unable to redeem it, it shall remain in the buyer’s possession until the Year of Jubilee, when it shall 
be set free and he may return to it.” 

We must announce the counting of the years – the fiftieth year – and by the sounding of 
the ram’s horn (shofar) that the beginning of the Jubilee has begun in order that … 

The land reverts back to the original owner, 
Debts are cancelled, 
Slaves are set free. 
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We repossess our inheritance by proclaiming that all family property and land that has 
been given away without a right of redemption (Ge’ulah) must be returned.  We have to 
lay a claim to all our inheritance!  We may have to set out on a journey were we go back 
to purchase our old family farm or house, so that it can come back under the family name 
and control. 

Ge’ulah redemption is not something that occurs through the practicing of random acts of 
kindness toward strangers.  Ge’ulah is all about taking care of family. 

The Ge’ulah style of redemption arises from fierce family loyalty and intense commitment 
to family honor.  Ge’ulah redemption is the expenditure of one’s personal assets, in order 
to meet the legitimate needs of less fortunate members of one’s family … and to protect, 
preserve, and restore one’s family honor.  Ge’ulah redemption arises out of the Covenant-
based reality that one’s personal success and honor can be no greater than the success 
and circumstances of the family’s least successful and honorable member. 

The true head of the family is to provide … without cost, without complaint, and without 
hope of a return of whatever is expended.  It is part of the true head of the family’s service 
to the Holy One. 

"  

This is shown in the ultimate picture of Ge’ulah redemption … Messiah Y’shua has 
purchased redemption for all persons, adopting and grafting us into the extended earthly 
family into which He was born. 
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3. Third Foundational Principle

The resting in God to provide in His Season. 

God has ordained from the very beginning of time that man should focus on His Time, 
Seasons, and Festivals so that we can walk accordingly to His Beat. 

"  

Genesis 1:14 “And God said, Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the 
day from the night, and let them be signs and tokens (of God’s provident care), and (to mark) 
seasons, days, and years.” 

Part of God’s Timetable is obedience to His Principle of Resting the Land every seventh 
year … the Sh’mittah Year. 

We are not to plant, prune or harvest.  We have to rely on God’s Supernatural Provision. 

In God’s Season of Resting, we must sh’ma – listen and take in every one of Gods Words, 

But, 

We must also asah – build, make, and create something out of what we have heard. 
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If we are faithful to shamar – to keep, guard, and protect God’s Ordinances – to rest the 
land every seventh year, then He will fill our storehouse during the Sabbath Year. 

"  

Let’s make sure that we grasp the importance of this year of rest.  When the Israelites 
enter the Promised Land, God declares Sh’mittah Year. 

Leviticus 25:3-5 For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your 
vineyard and gather in its fruits. But in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for 
the land, a sabbath to the Lord; you shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard. What 
grows of itself in your harvest you shall not reap and the grapes on your uncultivated vine you shall 
not gather, for it is a year of rest to the land.” 

The land would benefit from the presence of the sons of God.  The evidence of this 
concept is that of a firstfruit offering. 

The Israelites had to take the Land, possess it, and trust and put their faith (bitachon) in 
God, believing He would provide. 

Firstfruit offerings are therefore a testimony that we trust and have faith that God will 
provide when we are obedient. 

Bitachon (faith) plays a critical role in Hebrew thought.  It involves trust … and much more.   

Bitachon involves both a consciousness and an acceptance of the fact that the Creator of 
the Universe is, and intends to always be, actively involved in every aspect of our lives on 
earth … and is constantly working all situations and circumstances in our lives toward that 
which is – ultimately – our good. 
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Bitachon brings the recognition that it is God Who is the Source of our inspiration, and it 
His Power alone that gives us the Power to achieve anything.  It is about us serving God, 
realizing that He has already blessed us more than we could ever deserve, with whatever 
material and spiritual blessings we already posses, and therefore we surrender all we have 
to Him. 

Bitachon represents a renewing of the mind, a change in mindset and outlook, and 
therefore is apart of our normal activities of life.  We study, shop, sleep, marry, eat, and 
work for a living – not in order to survive, but, in order that we can offer God a vessel to 
use. 

People with bitachon engage in the mitzvot (instruction) of Torah joyfully simply because 
they are participating, as they were created to do, in God’s Divine Will. 

Tithing is therefore a demonstratable act of obedience that shows how fast you have 
progressed on the journey towards your End-Time purpose.  God’s Word is clear … if 
you follow Him with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, then He will provide the victory 
in all spheres of life. 

"  

Tithing is therefore a measure of all sorts of resources and time – which in my 
experience has been ministry, counseling, teaching, mentoring, and so forth – that we can 
use to see whether our impact on the community is growing or shrinking. 
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4. Forth Foundational Principle

Redeemed men within the Covenantal Promise will experience abundance. 

!  

We have been introduced to the principle that we would be “owners” of land and orchards 
of which we would have to accept responsibility of stewardship.  Once “in the land”, and 
pursuing our God-Given purpose and destiny, we should experience God’s Abundance.  
Why do I say this? 

If we return to the Israelites that are about to enter the Promised Land (the Covenant), we 
find the following truths: 

Every tribe had a representative, in the physical … 
- Therefore in the spiritual, every gift and calling within the Body of Messiah will also 

be called to “enter in”. 
- No one was left out. 
- Everyone has an equal opportunity. 
- Everyone has the chance to make a decision to walk in God’s Path, in absolute 

freedom of choice. 
God reveals the abundance of the blessing in the picture of the “fruit” that they 
carry back. 

Numbers 13:26 “They came to Moses and Aaron and to all the Israelite congregation in the 
Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh, and brought them word, and showed them the land’s fruit.” 
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Let’s look at what this picture reveals for us! 

Fruit of the Vine … 

The Hebrew word for “fruit” is priy (Strong’s 6529) and literally means “bough or firstfruit 
reward’. 

The men (spies) who went into the Land of Promise (Covenant) literally brought out a 
“firstfruit” offering for the people of Israel to see. 

What fruit do they bring back? 

Numbers 13:22 “And then went up into the South (the Negeb) and came to Hebron; and Ahiman, 
Sheshai, and Talmai (probably three tribes of) the sons of Anak were there. (Hebron was built 
seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)” 

Grapes – cnab (Strong’s Hebrew 6025)


"  

Grapes symbolize the following: 
- Joy 
- Celebration 
- Wine as the symbol of redemption 
- Therefore, the spies brought back great bunches of grapes … great bunches of 

potential and joy! 
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Figs – the-ane, the ay naw (Strong’s 8384)


"  

Figs symbolize the following: 
- Early harvest 
- Late harvest 

Therefore, the spies brought back prosperity, health, and a double portion of 
blessing! 

2 Kings 20:7 “And Isaiah said, Bring a cake of figs. Let them lay it on the burning inflammation, 
that he may recover.” 

Isaiah 38:21 “Now Isaiah had said, Let them take a cake of figs and lay it for a plaster upon the 
boil, that he may recover.” 

Nahum 3:12 “All your fortresses are fig trees with early figs; if they are shaken they will fall into 
the mouth of the eater.” 
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Pomegranates – rum-mane, remmane (Strong’s 7416)


"  

Pomegranates symbolize the following: 
- The Torah 
- The Commandments 
- The sweet juice of the blessing of knowing the Messiah. 

Song of Solomon 4:3 “Your lips are like a thread of scarlet, and your mouth is lovely. Your cheeks 
are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil.” 

Song of Solomon 4:13 “Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates or a paradise with precious 
fruits, henna with spikenard plants,” 

Song of Solomon 6:7 “Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil.” 

Song of Solomon 8:2 “I would lead you and bring you into the house of my mother, who would 
instruct me. I would cause you to drink spiced wine and of the juice of my pomegranates.” 

The pomegranate is found between the bells on the hem of the priests robe.  
These represent the Fruit of the Holy Spirit that separates our “gifts” (the bells) 
and allows for a clear sound of purity to go forth. 

Exodus 28:33 “And you shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet (stuff) around 
about its skirts, with gold bells between them;” 
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5. Fifth Foundational Principle

My inheritance of land, legacy, purpose, and abundance of blessing has more to do 
with the next generation than my own. 

I have been placed in a position of stewardship over a divine purpose, calling, and destiny.  
As I walk faithfully down this Path with God, I will see an increase in all aspects of my life. 

We all turn off the path from time to time.  We all carry the burden of the bad choices of the 
previous generations.  Some of us have to walk the road of restoration of a generational 
bloodline, and may therefore never experience the fullness of the “benefits” from the “fruit 
of the land”.  But, God Promises are true.  Just as with the Israelites who all died in the 
Wilderness, there came a time when the next generation entered into the Promised 
Land. 
 
Strange Fire I 

At this point in time it is necessary to 
deal with some “strange fire”.  A 
teaching exists and has spread quite 
f a r , b a s e d o n t h e t h e o r y o f 
Replacement Theology, that God has 
changed His Mind and replaced the 
Law of the Old Testament with the 
Grace of the New Testament. 

Since tithing is part of the “Law”, we 
are now freed from the obligation to 
keep this “Ordinance”.  It is further 
argued that the New Testament talks 
only of “giving”, which we are to do 
with joy. 

I do not intend to spend a long time 
refuting these arguments.  It is 
suffice to say … 

God is the same yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow … and does 
not changes His Mind. 
If your theory or hypothesis does 
not fit within that principle … 
then you have to think again and 
change your mental model. 

God uses a Tribe (Levi) as workers to “look after” and manage the Tabernacle.  One 
specific family (the Tribe of Levi), made up of Aaron and his sons, are appointed as High 
Priests. 

The Tribe of Levi, under Korah, rebels against Moses with devastating consequences.   
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However, God reinstates the Tribe, giving them the job … 

To look after the other Tribes’ (Believers’) safety, by keeping them from the 
sentence of death if they entered the Tabernacle. 

They have no physical inheritance, other than that which they could eat.  They are to work, 
having the menial task of looking after the structure of the Tabernacle as a service to the 
people. 

In a similar sense … today’s “called” out officers of God work in service to the Body of 
Messiah.  However, they do so under the guidelines of the renewed covenant in Y’shua.  
The Messiah Y’shua has taken on the liability and responsibility of the price of the service 
… we can enter into the House in peace. 

"  

When Y’shua is baptized in the River Jordan the baton passes from the family of 
Aaron to Y’shua – our great High Priest in the Order of Melchizidek. 
When the Tabernacle/Temple was destroyed, the function of the Tribe of Levi 
was likewise annulled. 

The “old” priestly system – of mediation between the people and God by a man (who in 
anyway was never perfect) – has been replaced for a direct relationship with God through 
Y’shua. This direct relationship can never remove the boundaries and terms of the 

Page �  of �28 68



engagement.  After all – as a Set-Apart People, a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation – we 
have to look, act, and speak differently than the rest of the world. 

Exodus 19:6 “And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation (consecrated, set apart to 
the worship of God). These are the words you shall speak to the Israelites.” 

1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, (God’s) own 
purchased, special people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and 
perfections of Him Who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

God’s Family has always been purposed to be Priests.  The fact that this intermediate 
process has been removed does not negate the terms of the Ketubah or Marriage 
Covenant.  Our goal should therefore be to search for the Revelation to understand the 
“today’s” application of these Commandments, in order that our lifestyle of obedience will 
become a Light to the Nations. 

"  

Y’shua did not come to do away with the Torah (God’s Instructions) … but to fulfill it.  He 
came to establish the Principles of God on the physical domain so that we can have 
victory in the spiritual domain. 
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Matthew 5:17-19 “Do not think that I have come to do away with or undo the Law or the Prophets; 
I have come not to do away with or undo but to complete and fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until 
the sky and earth pass away and perish, not one smallest letter nor one little hook (identifying 
certain Hebrew letters) will pass from the Law until all things (it foreshadows) are accomplished. 
Whoever then breaks or does away with or relaxes one of the least (important) of these 
commandments and teaches men so shall be called least (important) in the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who practices them and teaches others to do so shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

Let’s summarize:


We need to provide redemption to our families. 
We need to trust and have faith that God will provide. 
We all have a portion of land to “own”. 

"  
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We can now pictorially show Gods model in worldly terms as follows: 

"  

God

Worship 
Lifestyle 

Role Model

Economic 
Justice

Society 
Rights

We work. 
We trust God 

for the 
seventh year 

provision.

We care for 
the family 

and the poor.
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Do we tithe today? 

We have defined some of the foundational principles on which God has built His Kingdom. 

Tithing seems to be a giving of something that I have.  We therefore need to be clear on 
the following … 

God is the Creator and Sustainer of this Universe – everything therefore 
belongs to Him. 

"  

Psalm 24:1 “THE EARTH is the Lord’s, and the fullness of it, the world and they who dwell in it.” 

Psalm 50:7-12 “Hear, O My people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify to you and against you: I 
am God, your God. I do not reprove you for your sacrifices; your burnt offerings are continually 
before Me. I will accept no bull from your house nor he-goat out of your folds. For every beast of 
the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills or upon the mountains where thousands 
are. I know and am acquainted with all the birds of the mountains, and the wild animals of the 
field are Mine and are with Me, in My mind. If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and 
its fullness are Mine.” 

Haggai 2:8 “The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine, says the Lord of hosts.” 
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Romans 11:35 “Or who has first given God anything that he might be paid back or that he could 
claim a recompense?” 

You can’t give to God. 
You give of yourself, which is reflected in a life of obedience to His 
Commandments. 
You therefore apply the Principle of Sowing and Reaping in all manner of 
“things” … not just money. 

Tithing is therefore the gateway into a 
Covenant of Blessing. 

These “things” can be: 

An extremely happy marriage. 
A healthy family. 
The “right” partner for each one of your 
children. 
A financial blessing. 

Strange Fire II


We have another teaching based on the 
following verse. 

Leviticus 27:30-34 “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of 
the tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord. And if a man wants to redeem any of his tithe, he shall 
add a fifth to it. And all the tithe of the herd or of the flock, whatever passes under the herdsman’s 
staff (by means of which each tenth animal as it passes through a small door is selected and 
marked), the tenth shall be holy to the Lord. The man shall not examine whether the animal is 
good or bad nor shall he exchange it. If he does exchange it, then both it and the animal 
substituted for it shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed. These are the commandments which the 
Lord commanded Moses on Mount Sinai for the Israelites.” 

We see here that the tithe is defined in terms of agricultural produce and is defined and 
limited to the Land of Israel! 

This teaching therefore draws the following conclusions: 

Only farmers tithe – soldiers, fishermen, potters, priests, and so forth, do not 
have to tithe. 
Only farmers who live in Israel tithe – therefore if you farm in the rest of the 
world, you do not have to tithe. 
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This certainly sounds like a solid argument.  Unfortunately, in the process we seem to 
have forgotten God’s Foundational Plan. 

Every man (and family) – including the daughter of Zelophehad (whose father 
had died) – was given a portion of land within the area set aside for each Tribe.  
My individual talent (watchmaker, tailor, blacksmith, and so forth) did not mean 
that I was not an owner of land.  Every single person, even those today who own 
the smallest piece of land, can plant something that produces fruit and seed. 
Every man was purposed to be victorious in his own lifetime (again not only 
measured in money). 

The word tithe in Hebrew is ma’aser. 

"  

Eser is the Hebrew word for the number ten.  Ten symbolizes the completion and 
perfection of Divine Order.  When you have ten of anything, you have the seeds of a New 
Order.  The number ten is therefore the symbol of supernatural intervention in human 
affairs.  Further, in Hebrew the number ten (completion) is expressed by the letter yod, a 
picture of a hand reaching downward from heaven. 

We have already spoken about man’s purpose.  Our life goal is not to preach, farm, 
pursue business, excel in sports, and so forth … but, to prepare a place for God to dwell.  
Our life goal is to become the Living Stones that have been transformed into the Gems 
that make up the New Jerusalem. 

asar [Strong’s Hebrew 6238]
“to become rich”

“to attain a wealthy status”

related to eser, meaning “to 
carve out, set aside for a special 
purpose, a tenth of something 
that constitutes one’s wealth”

mem + asar = ma’aser
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We want to take this a little further now.  We have seen that, when God made mankind, 
two things happened: 

He put us inside the Garden of Eden. 
He gave us a purpose – to dress and keep the Garden. 

Genesis 2:15 “And the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to tend and 
guard and keep it.” 

Of vital importance is our realization that immediately after we were created – that is 
before the fall when we had to work – we entered into rest with God’s Shabbat – the 
Seventh Day. 

Let’s look in a bit more detail at this twofold purpose of mankind. 

The Hebrew word for dress is aw-bawd (Strong’s 5647), meaning: 

 
This word encompasses the word used often today … stewardship.  Just as Adam and 
Eve were responsible to represent God, so we are entrusted with the task of being and 
making that which we have to reach its full potential. 

It means getting the best yield from the land. 
It means using my gifts (Romans 12) to the fullest value. 
It means walking in obedience, to sh’ma (hear and do) and asah (walk out) 
what God asks in every circumstance. 

The word sh’mar (translated as keep; Strong’s 8104) means: 

to watch, 
to guard, 
to protect that which God has entrusted to you with all of your might and 
strength. 

Page �  of �35 68

“to work, to serve, to 
act as someone else’s 

representative”



This word encompasses not only the physical domain – to protect my wife, children, and 
family from evil – but also in a spiritual sense to protect them from all forms of evil that may 
penetrate their lives. 

The successful fulfillment of these two End-Time purposes will mean that we reflect to the 
rest of the pagan world, and that God’s Light is shining clear.  It is the means to 
differentiate ourselves from the rest of the world as … 

A Set-Apart People 
A Royal Priesthood 
A Holy Nation 

One of the external evidences that 
we are “ funct ion ing” in both 
purposes is our application of tithing 
as it pertains to my “dressing and 
keeping” of the garden of my 
purpose. 

Each one of us who accepts Y’shua 
as Messiah is adopted into the 
Family of God.  We therefore 
become heirs to the inheritance … 
to the terms of the Covenant.  This 
implies that we live as a son of the 
Father. 

Our purpose is to reveal the Father 
in the place (physical sphere) that 
we have been put into – that 
country, city, and community 
becomes our “Garden of Eden”. 

When we enter into our “land” we are instructed to remember to set aside our firstfruits. 

Deuteronomy 26:1-3 “1 WHEN YOU have come into the land which the Lord your God gives you 
as an inheritance and possess it and live in it, 2 You shall take some of the first of all the produce 
of the soil which you harvest from the land the Lord your God gives you and put it in a basket, 
and go to the place (the sanctuary) which the Lord your God has chosen as the abiding 
place for His Name (and His Presence).  3 And you shall go to the priest  who is in office in 3

those days, and say to him, I give thanks this day to the Lord your God that I have come to the 
land which the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.” 

Tithing is not legalism.  It’s not giving under grace … but instead a response to declare 
to God that we remember that we have entered into the Land of Covenantal Promise! 

 Today, this is Messiah Y’shua.3
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We recall that … 

Everything (my land and my life) belongs to God. 
God has chosen me to be a steward of that part of the world where I have been 
born. 
Everything that we have is His to do with as He Wills. 

We know today that … 

The Priests of the Tabernacle have served the purpose of being a shadow of the 
real Great High Priest, Who has now been revealed in Y’shua the Messiah. 

Hebrews 6:20 “Where Jesus has entered in 
for us (in advance), a Forerunner having 
become a High Priest forever after the order 
(with the rank) of Melchizedek.” 

We therefore come before Him 
(Y’shua) with our basket and we 
declare that He has Blessed us. 

Deuteronomy 26:3-6 “And you shall go to 
the priest who is in office  in those days, 4

and say to him, I give thanks this day to 
the Lord your God that I have come to the 
land which the Lord swore to our fathers 
to give us. And the priest shall take the 
basket from your hand and set it down 
before the altar of the Lord your God. 
And you shall say before the Lord your 
God, A wandering and lost Aramean 
ready to perish was my father (Jacob), 
and he went down into Egypt and 
sojourned there, few in number, and he 
became there a nation, great, mighty, 
and numerous. And the Egyptians 
treated us very badly and afflicted us and 
laid upon us hard bondage.” 

We declare (visibly) that we are obediently “keeping” the garden.  This means 
that  each and every person is personally responsible to make sure that they 
have “kept” this Commandment before they “say it”.  We can therefore never 
abdicate our personal responsibility to ensure that the “orphans and widows” are 
cared for to our paster, church, elder, and so forth.  It will always remain a 
primary responsibility of each and every believer and family unit. 

 Today, this is Messiah Y’shua, our Kohen Gadol (High Priest).4
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Unfounded explanations as to why we must tithe ... 

Remember … we tithe as an act of remembering that we have entered into the land where 
we will fulfill our End-Time purpose! 

1. Abraham is not an example of tithing.  The passage used incorrectly for 
motivational tithing is: 

Genesis 14:18, 24 “Melchizedek king of Salem (later called Jerusalem) brought out bread and 
wine (for their nourishment); he was the priest of God Most High, 24 (Take all) except only what 
my young men have eaten and the share of the men (allies) who went with me—Aner, 
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.” 

"  

Here are some facts to consider: 

Abraham is a wealthy and blessed man, who has to separate from Lot because 
the herdsmen were fighting over grazing and water rights. 
Abraham goes to war, defeats the pagan king, and takes the spoils of wars. 
Abraham gives one tenth of other people’s (the people from Sodom) wealth to 
Melchizedek, and returns the other ninth to its owners.  He keeps nothing! 

Hebrews 7:4 “4 Now observe and consider how great (a personage) this was to whom even 
Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth (the topmost or the pick of the heap) of the spoils.” 

Abraham does not give of his blessing. 
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Below is an interesting historical account regarding the “spoils of war”. 

For his courageous role in helping to take the Volscian town of Corioli, Caius 
Marcius, declining to accept one-tenth of the spoils, was named Coriolanus 
(Roman expansion; 133 BC). 

In the days of Abu Bakr, much wealth came to the state on account of the 
spoils of war.  The movable property won as booty on the battlefield was 
known as “Ghanimah”.  Four-fifths or the “spoils of war” was immediately 
distributed among the soldiers who had taken part in the battle.  The 
remaining one-fifth went to the State.  The State’s one-fifth share was further 
divided into three parts.  One part went to the family of the Holy Prophet, one 
part went to the Caliph, and one part was spent for welfare purposes 
(political, social, economic and military organizations). 

"  

Tithes, a form of taxation, secular and ecclesiastical, usually, as the name 
implies, consisting of one-tenth of a man’s property or produce.  The tax 
probably originated in  tribute levied by a conqueror or ruler upon his 
subjects, and perhaps the custom of dedicating a tenth of the spoils of war to 
the gods led to the religious extension of the term, the original offerings to 
deity being “firstfruits”.  The custom was almost universal in antiquity – for 
Greece and Rome.  5

 Please see … Pauly-Wissowa, Realencyclopaedia, iv 2306, 2423; for Babylon, M Jastrow, Religion of Babylonia and 5

Assuria, p 668; for China, J Legge Chinese Classics, I 119; for Egypt, G Maspero, Struggle of Nations pg. 312
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The concept of paying a tithe from the spoils of war is shown in the book of 1 Samuel. 

1 Samuel 30:20-26 “Also David captured all the flocks and herds (which the enemy had), and the 
people drove those animals before him and said, This is David’s spoil. And David came to the 200 
men who were so exhausted and faint that they could not follow (him) and had been left at the 
brook Besor (with the baggage). They came to meet David and those with him, and when he came 
near to the men, he saluted them. Then all the wicked and base men who went with David said, 
Because they did not go with us, we will give them nothing of the spoil we have recovered, except 
that every man may lead away his wife and children and depart. David said, You shall not do so, 
my brethren, with what the Lord has given us. He has preserved us and has delivered into our 
hands the troop that came against us. Who would listen to you in this matter? For as is the share 
of him who goes into the battle, so shall his share be who stays by the baggage. They shall share 
alike. And from that day to this he made it a statute and ordinance for Israel. When David came to 
Ziklag, he sent part of the spoil to the elders of Judah, his friends, saying, Here is a gift for you of 
the spoil of the enemies of the Lord:” 

2. Jacob is not an exampling of tithing.  Jacob is on his way out of the Land of 
Israel, away from his brother, Esau. 

Genesis 28:20-22 “Then Jacob made a vow, saying, If God will be with me and will keep me in 
this way that I go and will give me food to eat and clothing to wear, So that I may come again to 
my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God; And this stone which I have set up as 
a pillar (monument) shall be God’s house (a sacred place to me), and of all (the increase of 
possessions) that You give me I will give the tenth to You.” 

We see that Jacob makes a conditional vow – 
it was not a Commandment from God! 

Jacob swears … 

If you watch over me, and 
If you give me clothes and food, and 
If you cause me to return to my father’s 
house, then 

I will. 

While there is no evidence that Jacob 
honored his promise, I have reason to 
believe that he did. 

God tells us that “things” that have been 
dedicated to him are “Holy Things”. 

Leviticus 27:28-29 “But nothing that a man shall devote to the Lord of all that he has, whether 
of man or beast or of the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is 
most holy to the Lord. No one doomed to death (under the claim of divine justice), who is to be 
completely destroyed from among men, shall be ransomed (from suffering the death penalty); he 
shall surely be put to death.” 
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Any vow that has been promised has to be kept.  The evidence of God’s Covenantal 
Promise with Jacob’s family coming to pass leads me to accept that Jacob kept his word. 

3. The words of the prophet Malachi are not our example or reason to tithe.  
The passage below that is used often used to convince us to tithe. 

Malachi 3:6-10 “For I am the Lord, I do not change; that is why you, O sons of Jacob, are not 
consumed. Even from the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My ordinances and 
have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, How 
shall we return? Will a man rob or defraud God? Yet you rob and defraud Me. But you say, In what 
way do we rob or defraud You? (You have withheld your) tithes and offerings. You are cursed with 
the curse, for you are robbing Me, even this whole nation. Bring all the tithes (the whole tenth of 
your income) into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and prove Me now by 
it, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

Now let us take time out to 
establish which questions have 
to be answered in order to 
understand the statements 
made here. 

What precisely is the tithe? 
Who are the people who 
have to bring the tithe into 
the storehouse? 
W h a t e x a c t l y i s t h e 
storehouse? 
What is its function? 
And finally, who are those 
who are robbing God? 

Let’s first establish the fact 
that the tithes were product 
that had to be eaten.  The 
priests had to have enough to 
eat.  God’s order was clearly 
that the High Priest and his 
family were to be focused only on the “things” 
of God, and should not be distracted from this by the “job” of finding food to eat. 

Deuteronomy 26:12-13 “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your produce the third 
year, which is the year of tithing, and have given it to the Levite, the stranger and the 
sojourner, the fatherless, and to the widow, that they may eat within your towns and be 
filled, then you shall say before the Lord your God, I have brought the hallowed things (the tithe) 
out of my house and moreover have given them to the Levite, to the stranger and the sojourner, to 
the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have 
commanded me; I have not transgressed any of Your commandments, neither have I forgotten 
them.” 
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2 Chronicles 31:5-10 “As soon as the command went abroad, the Israelites gave in abundance 
the firstfruits of grain, vintage fruit, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the field; and they 
brought in abundantly the tithe of everything. The people of Israel and Judah who lived in Judah’s 
cities also brought the tithe of cattle and sheep and of the dedicated things which were 
consecrated to the Lord their God, and they laid them in heaps. In the third month (at the end of 
wheat harvest) they began to lay the foundation or beginning of the heaps and finished 
them in the seventh month. When Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they 
blessed the Lord and His people Israel. Then Hezekiah questioned the priests and Levites about 
the heaps. Azariah the high priest, of the house of Zadok , answered him, Since the people began 6

to bring the offerings into the Lord’s house, we have eaten and have plenty left, for the Lord has 
blessed His people, and what is left is this great store.” 

Let’s see the order … the people bring a tithe to the Levites. 

Nehemiah 10:37 “And we shall bring the first and best of our coarse meal, our contributions, the 
fruit of all kinds of trees, of new wine, and of oil to the priests, to the chambers of the house of 
our God. And we shall bring the tithes from our ground to the Levites, for they, the Levites, 
collect the tithes in all our rural towns.” 

"  

Let’s establish who had to bring the tithe into the storehouse. 

 This is the current High Priest and his family.6

Page �  of �42 68



Nehemiah 10:38 “38 And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when (they) receive 
tithes, and (they) shall bring one-tenth of the tithes to the house of our God, to the chambers, into 
the storehouse.” 

Nehemiah 12:44 “On that day men were appointed over the chambers for the stores, the 
contributions, the firstfruits, and the tithes, to gather into them the portions required by law for the 
priests and the Levites according to the fields of the towns, for Judah rejoiced over the priests and 
Levites who served (faithfully).” 

The word “portions” is … 

4521. menath (584c); from 4487; portion:— portion(6), portions(3), prey(1). 

The full definition is “an allotment by courtesy or law”. 

The Levites then bring a tithe (10% of 10% = 1% of the harvest) to the storehouse. 

Numbers 18:21-26 “And, behold, I have given the Levites all the tithes in Israel for an inheritance 
in return for their service which they serve, the (menial) service of the Tent of Meeting. Henceforth 
the Israelites shall not come near the Tent of Meeting (the covered sanctuary, the Holy Place, and 
the Holy of Holies), lest they incur guilt and die. But the Levites shall do the (menial) service of 
the Tent of Meeting, and they shall bear and remove the iniquity of the people (that is, be 
answerable for the legal pollutions of the holy things and offer the necessary atonements for 
unintentional offenses in these matters). It shall be a statute forever in all your generations, that 
among the Israelites the Levites have no inheritance (of land). But the tithes of the Israelites, which 
they present as an offering to the Lord, I have given to the Levites to inherit; therefore I have said 
to them, Among the Israelites they shall have no inheritance. (They have homes and cities and 
pasturage to use but not to possess as their personal inheritance.) And the Lord said to Moses, 
Moreover, you shall say to the Levites, When you take from the Israelites the tithe which I 
have given you from them for your inheritance, then you shall present an offering from it to 
the Lord, even a tenth of the tithe (paid by the people).” 

Nehemiah 10:38 “And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when (they) receive 
tithes, and (they) shall bring one-tenth of the tithes to the house of our God, to the chambers, 
into the storehouse.” 
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We want to investigate the meaning of some of these words in more detail. 

“… to the chambers, into the storehouse …” 

The word “chambers” is Strong’s: 

3957. lishkah (545c); of unc. der.; room, chamber, 
hall, cell:— chamber(13), chambers(27), hall(1), 
room(2), rooms(3). 

The full definition is “an unused root of uncertain 
meaning; a room used for lodging, eating, or 
storage”. 

The word “storehouse” is Strong’s: 

214. otsar (69d); from 686; treasure, store, a 
treasury, storehouse:— armory(1), cellars(1), 
gains(1) , s torehouse(3) , s torehouses(13) , 

storeroom(1), stores(3), treasure(3), treasures(26), 
treasuries(19), treasury(7), treasury (1). 

The whole tithe (equaling 1%) that must be brought to the 
storehouse (‘owtzar) was the portion meant for Aaron and his 
sons – for the High Priest and his family only. 

Malachi speaks about the “tithes” that have to be put into the “storehouse”.  Nehemiah tells 
us what this really means.  We see that the Levites were to give a tithe of the tithe (that is 
one tenth) of what they received into the storehouse so that the High Priest and his family 
could eat.  In 2 Chronicles we see that the High Priest declares that at that point in time his 
family had eaten and had plenty left.  If we therefore go back to the passage in Malachi 
3:6-10, we can now say with certainty that God is speaking to the Levites as those who 
are robbing from God … not the ordinary man in the street.  We see clearly in Nehemiah 
12:44, that there was a process whereby the tithe was “apportioned” between the priests 
and Levites. 

Malachi 3:6-10 “For I am the Lord, I do not change; that is why you, O sons of Jacob, are not 
consumed. Even from the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My ordinances and 
have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, How 
shall we return? Will a man rob or defraud God? Yet you rob and defraud Me. But you say, In what 
way do we rob or defraud You? (You have withheld your) tithes and offerings. You are cursed with 
the curse, for you are robbing Me, even this whole nation. (Leviticus 26:14-17)  Bring all the tithes 
(the whole tenth of your income) into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and 
prove Me now by it, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

unc.uncertain

der.derivation, derivative, derived
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How do I give evidence and cause my Light to shine so that the Nations 
can see that I have entered into my Promised Land? 

“The dressing and tending of the Garden” tithe:

 
I make every effort to set aside my firstfruits. 

Deuteronomy 26:1-3 “WHEN YOU have come into the land which the Lord 
your God gives you as an inheritance and possess it and live in it, You shall 
take some of the first of all the produce of the soil which you harvest from 
the land the Lord your God gives you and put it in a basket, and go to the 
place (the sanctuary) which the Lord your God has chosen as the 
abiding place for His Name (and His Presence). And you shall go to 
the priest who is in office in those days, and say to him, I give 
thanks this day to the Lord your God that I have come to the 
land which the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.” 

What are these firstfruits? 

A. The firstfruits of my family … my children and 
grandchildren. 

The physical evidence of fertility – the firstborn child – is a 
confident and prophetic declaration that God has made me 
fruitful, that He is Faithful to His Blessing spoken over Adam and 
Eve, and this Blessing has passed onto me and my family. 

The spiritual evidence of God’s Blessing on my family is that all of 
my children will … 

Know and follow God with all their hearts. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord (the only 
Lord). And you shall love the Lord your God with all your (mind and) heart and w i t h 
your entire being and with all your might. And these words which I am commanding you this 
day shall be (first) in your (own) minds and hearts; (then) You shall whet and sharpen them so as 
to make them penetrate, and teach and impress them diligently upon the (minds and) hearts of 
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down and when you rise up. And you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets (forehead bands) between your eyes. And you shall write them 
upon the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

Fulfill their calling in the community of God. 
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Romans 12:1-6 “I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of (all) the mercies 
of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies (presenting all your members and faculties) 
as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your 
reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world 
(this age), (fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs), but be transformed 
(changed) by the (entire) renewal of your mind (by its new ideals and its new attitude), so that you 
may prove (for yourselves) what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the 
thing which is good and acceptable and perfect (in His sight for you). For by the grace (unmerited 
favor of God) given to me I warn everyone among you not to estimate and think of himself more 
highly than he ought (not to have an exaggerated opinion of his own importance), but to rate his 
ability with sober judgment, each according to the degree of faith apportioned by God to him. For 
as in one physical body we have many parts (organs, members) and all of these parts do not have 
the same function or use, So we, numerous as we are, are one body in Christ (the Messiah) and 
individually we are parts one of another (mutually dependent on one another). 6 Having gifts 
(faculties, talents, qualities) that differ according to the grace given us, let us use them: (He whose 
gift is) prophecy, (let him prophesy) according to the proportion of his faith;” 

They will bless the rest of the world, so that the Nations will come to their Light. 
They will celebrate God’s Presence and Rest by the remembrance of Shabbat. 
They will have the mark of God – YHVH’s Shalom – on their lives. 

"  

Numbers 6:1-6 “AND THE Lord said to Moses, Say to the Israelites, When either a man or a 
woman shall make a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, that is, one separated and consecrated 
to the Lord, He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink; he shall drink no vinegar of 
wine or of strong drink, and shall drink no grape juice, or eat grapes, fresh or dried. All the days of 
his separation he shall eat nothing produced from the grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins. 
All the days of the vow of his separation and abstinence there shall no razor come upon his head. 
Until the time is completed for which he separates himself to the Lord, he shall be holy, and shall 
let the locks of the hair of his head grow long. All the days that he separates himself to the Lord 
he shall not go near a dead body.” 
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B. The firstfruits of my fields. 

In Old Testament terms, this referred to the crops of wheat and barley – the things that we 
eat in order to sustain life.  In today’s terms, it is that which I receive which enables me to 
provide the basics of life for my family and the poor. 

The sheaves of barley announce the Passover (Pesach) and the sheave of wheat the 
Pentecost (Shavuot). 

This tithe is a recognition and remembrance of the … 

Work of Messiah on the Cross, and 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

"  

Every tithe of the field is to bring refreshing, and a prayer petitioning God to make the rest 
of my life holy and acceptable to Him. 

This act of redemption, extended even to the Gentiles as shown in the book of Ruth, 
requires that the Believer extend a portion of the basic harvest to the stranger and the 
poor.  Boaz, when he saw Ruth, told the foreman to leave more on the corners of the field. 
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C. The firstfruits of my orchards and vineyards. 

The fruit of the trees and of the vine are 
an “over and above” blessing.  These 
items are not a necessity – they are 
simply nice to have.  This harvest is a 
reflection of the fatness and abundance 
of the land.  We have many blessings 
during a year that bring us great joy, 
happiness, excitement for life.  Some 
of these include: 

The engagement of your child. 
A marriage. 
The birth of a child or grandchild. 

Sometimes we also get a super special and unexpected bonus – a cheque not really 
planned for. 

A family needs to tithe of this happiness and joy in the physical – the fruit of the orchards 
and the fruit of the vine – but also in the spiritual with an exuberant happiness that we can 
declare … our God provides at the Feast of Sukkot! 

D. The firstfruits of my pastures. 

The firstfruit of the animals (sheep, 
oxen, goats, and so forth) is an 
offering that recognizes that God 
chose to use an animal’s skin to 
as a covering for man. 

The final sacrifice by Y’shua 
became our new and complete 
covering for all of our sins – the 
final sin offering (Korban Chatat).  
My tithe at Yom Kippur is a 
remembrance that I have access 
to the Father – the King of Kings 
– because Y’shua has put His 
Blood on the Tabernacle in the 
Heavenlies. 
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Tithe is not just simply giving money … it is a lifestyle that reflects the Fruits of the Spirit. 

Galatians 5:23, 25 “Gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, continence). 
Against such things there is no law (that can bring a charge). 25 If we live by the (Holy) Spirit, let us 
also walk by the Spirit. (If by the Holy Spirit we have our life in God, let us go forward walking in 
line, our conduct controlled by the Spirit.)” 

Tithing is recognizing and remembering that … 

God gave this piece of land to me, therefore 
I bring the offering, and now 
I declare “YHVH is Good!”. 

Deuteronomy 26:9-15 “And He brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey. And now, behold, I bring the firstfruits of the ground which You, O Lord, have 
given me. And you shall set it down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your 
God; And you and the Levite and the stranger and the sojourner among you shall rejoice in all the 
good which the Lord your God has given you and your household. When you have finished 
paying all the tithe of your produce the third year, which is the year of tithing, and have 
given it to the Levite, the stranger and the sojourner, the fatherless, and to the widow, that 
they may eat within your towns and be filled, Then you shall say before the Lord your God, I 
have brought the hallowed things (the tithe) out of my house and moreover have given them to the 
Levite, to the stranger and the sojourner, to the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all Your 
commandments which You have commanded me; I have not transgressed any of Your 
commandments, neither have I forgotten them. I have not eaten of the tithe in my mourning 
(making the tithe unclean), nor have I handled any of it when I was unclean, nor given any of it to 
the dead. I have hearkened to the voice of the Lord my God; I have done according to all that 
You have commanded me. Look down from Your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless Your 
people Israel and the land which You have given us as You swore to our fathers, a land flowing 
with milk and honey.” 

“The keeping and watching of the 
garden” tithe: 

We are called to guard and watch over the 
garden, to make sure that no evil enters. 

I have shown that the tithe is as much a 
physical matter (money, time, things, and so 
forth) as it is a spiritual matter. If you do not 
make a point to remember and declare the 
realization of your purpose and destiny when 
you tithe … then you are not making a real 
connection with God. Always remember 
Paul’s lesson – the Law of Parallels – that the 
physical precedes the spiritual. 
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1 Corinthians 15:45-49 “Thus it is written, The first man Adam became a living being (an 
individual personality); the last Adam (Christ) became a life-giving Spirit (restoring the dead to life). 
But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical and then the spiritual. The first man 
(was) from out of earth, made of dust (earthly-minded); the second Man (is) the Lord from out of 
heaven. Now those who are made of the dust are like him who was first made of the dust (earthly-
minded); and as is (the Man) from heaven, so also (are those) who are of heaven (heavenly-
minded). And just as we have borne the image (of the man) of dust, so shall we and so let us also 
bear the image (of the Man) of heaven.” 

However, if you do not connect the two, you will do not make the change in the 
Heavenlies. 

To “watch over and guard” the garden calls for an action to ensure that: 

No one enters who should not (waste) 
No evil weeds (principles) have crept into my garden (lifestyle pollution) 
I must regularly review my farming methods (business practices) 

This process of review and evaluation is designed to ensure that my … 

Moral values, 
Promises, 
Integrity, 
Honesty, 
Speech, 
Actions and 
all other attributes in my life are reflecting the Light of 
Messiah in a tangible manner evidenced in the spiritual 
domain by the Fruit of the Spirit. 

Galatians 5:23-26 “Gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, 
continence). Against such things there is no law (that can bring a charge). And those who belong 
to Christ Jesus (the Messiah) have crucified the flesh (the godless human nature) with its passions 
and appetites and desires. If we live by the (Holy) Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. (If by the 
Holy Spirit we have our life in God, let us go forward walking in line, our conduct controlled by the 
Spirit.)” 

Once I have had such a face-to-Face encounter with: 

My “true” nature, and 
The God Who reveals my real intentions, and 
I have repented, and made the restitution required …  
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Then, I can come before Y’shua, the Great High Priest, and say … 

Deuteronomy 26:13-15 “Then you shall say before the Lord your God, I have brought the 
hallowed things (the tithe) out of my house and moreover have given them to the Levite, to the 
stranger and the sojourner, to the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all Your 
commandments which You have commanded me; I have not transgressed any of Your 
commandments, neither have I forgotten them. I have not eaten of the tithe in my mourning 
(making the tithe unclean), nor have I handled any of it when I was unclean, nor given any of it to 
the dead. I have hearkened to the voice of the Lord my God; I have done according to all 
that You have commanded me. Look down from Your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless 
Your people Israel and the land which You have given us as You swore to our fathers, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” 

Strange Fire III 

We have a common teaching today in the boarder Church known as the “Prosperity 
Gospel”.  The highlighted points underlying this “principle” is that you … 

Must sow to reap.  In this context, the debate often rages … have you tithed on the 
100% of what you have?! 
The more you sow the more you will reap. 

"  

If you don’t have anything, you should lend in order to have seed to sow. 
Those who are not visibly, abundantly blessed – have not been diligent in 
saving.  (Very often the Book of Malachi is used to highlight the fact that you 
may have “robbed” God). 
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Again, it is critical to revert to the Principles of the Torah. 

Firstly, we do not tithe of the inheritance – the piece of land – that we were 
given.  This is our legacy and is the passage and gateway to enable us to 
surrender our own plans in the Year of Rest, every Seventh Year. 
Secondly, the Torah is clear – we tithe on the increase (physical) of our 
inheritance.  Increase is that which comes forth as a multiplication of the seed 
that is planted.  It cannot be the ground, nor can it be the seed that is planted. 

"  

Following is a study of some of the Strong’s definitions used in relation to tithes and 
offerings …  

8393. tebuah (100a); from 935; product, revenue:— crop(4), crops(6), gain(1), harvest(4), 
income(4), increase(3), produce(10), product(3), revenue(2), yield(5), yield may increase(1). 

935. bo (97c); a prim. root; to come in, come, go in, go:— actually come(1), 

Psalm 107:37 “And sow fields, and plant vineyards which yield fruits of increase.” 

Proverbs 3:9 “Honor the Lord with your capital and sufficiency (from righteous labors) and with the 
firstfruits of all your income;” 

prim.primary, primitive
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Proverbs 13:11 “Wealth (not earned but) won in haste or unjustly or from the production of things 
for vain or detrimental use (such riches) will dwindle away, but he who gathers little by little will 
increase (his riches).” 

Deuteronomy 26:12 “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your produce the third year, 
which is the year of tithing, and have given it to the Levite, the stranger and the sojourner, the 
fatherless, and to the widow, that they may eat within your towns and be filled,” 

Genesis 47:24 “At (harvest time when you reap) the increase, you shall give one-fifth of it to 
Pharaoh, and four-fifths shall be your own to use for seed for the field and as food for you and 
those of your households and for your little ones.” 

2981. yebul (385b); from 2986; produce (of the soil):— crops(1), fruit(2), increase(2), produce(7), 
yield(1). 

2986. yabal (384d); a prim. root; to conduct, bear along:— bring(5), brought(1), carried(4), 
carry(1), lead(1), led(3), led forth(3). 

!  

Leviticus 26:4 “I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase and the 
trees of the field yield their fruit.” 

Psalm 78:46 “He gave also their crops to the caterpillar and (the fruit of) their labor to the locust.” 

prim.primary, primitive
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Psalm 85:12 “Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.” 

Numbers 18:30 “Therefore you shall say to them, When you have lifted out and held back the best 
from it (and presented it to the Lord by giving it to yourselves, the Levites), then it shall be counted 
to (you) the Levites just as if it were the increase of the threshing floor or of the winepress.” 

7698. sheger (993d); from an unused word; offspring, young (of beasts):— increase(4). 

Deuteronomy 28:4 “Blessed shall be the fruit of your body and the fruit of your ground and the 
fruit of your beasts, the increase of your cattle and the young of your flock.” 

"  

We are also to tithe of the increase of our spiritual inheritance. 

7235a. rabah (915a); a prim. root; to be or become much, many or great:—  

Psalm 44:12 “You sell Your people for nothing, and have not increased Your wealth by their 
price.” 

prim.primary, primitive
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Deuteronomy 6:3 “Hear therefore, O Israel, and be watchful to do them, that it may be well with 
you and that you may increase exceedingly, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised 
you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.” 

5107. nub (626b); a prim. root; to bear fruit:— flourish(1), flows(1), increase(1), yield fruit(1). 

Psalm 62:10 “Trust not in and rely confidently not on extortion and oppression, and do not vainly 
hope in robbery; if riches increase, set not your heart on them.” 

Thirdly, the tithe is a seed.  If we go back to the opening remarks, you will recall 
that we described the Principle of the Seed, the fact that … 

- We are either of the Seed of the House of God, or 
- We are of the seed of the kingdom of darkness. 

A seed is the product of a harvest … the yield of a period of planting, maintaining, and 
harvesting.  There has to be a manifestation of the “fruit” of my work.  You can therefore 
never sow from poverty or lack. 

If I sow one bag of seeds, and if at the end of the year I only harvest one bag – then I 
have no increase. 

prim.primary, primitive
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Fourthly, the tithe must be after we have done justice to the Word of God and 
expressed His Love by looking after others. 

Y’shua debated with the Pharisees about their legalistic approach to tithing. 

They insisted on tithing on the very smallest of harvest – the mite – of my garden, but 
neglected caring for others … 

Luke 11:42 “But woe to you, Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every (little) herb, but 
disregard and neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done without 
leaving the others undone.” 

The Pharisees – old and new – keep their own traditions (another word for legalistic “law” 
– takanot) by insisting that tithing should be made to the “church”, but they withhold help 
and support for parents and family members that are in dire straights.  Y’shua says … you 
are invalidating the Principles of the Word of God by acting like this. 

Mark 7:9-13 “And He said to them, You have a fine way of rejecting (thus thwarting and nullifying 
and doing away with) the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition (your own 
human regulations)! For Moses said, Honor (revere with tenderness of feeling and deference) 
your father and your mother, and, He who curses or reviles or speaks evil of or abuses or treats 
improperly his father or mother, let him surely die. But (as for you) you say, A man is exempt if he 
tells (his) father or (his) mother, What you would otherwise have gained from me (everything I have 
that would have been of use to you) is Corban, that is, is a gift (already given as an offering to 
God), Then you no longer are permitting him to do anything for (his) father or mother (but are 
letting him off from helping them). Thus you are nullifying and making void and of no effect (the 
authority of) the Word of God through your tradition, which you (in turn) hand on. And many things 
of this kind you are doing.” 

The Pharisees look at the outward manifestation of the tithe – the size of the tithe – as a 
sign or symbol of spiritual righteousness and maturity.  Those who can’t pay a tithe are 
judged as weak and unfaithful. 

"  
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Luke 18:10-14 “Two men went up into the temple (enclosure) to pray, the one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. The Pharisee took his stand ostentatiously and began to pray thus before 
and with himself: God, I thank You that I am not like the rest of men—extortioners (robbers), 
swindlers (unrighteous in heart and life), adulterers—or even like this tax collector here. I fast twice 
a week; I give tithes of all that I gain. But the tax collector, (merely) standing at a distance, would 
not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but kept striking his breast, saying, O God, be favorable (be 
gracious, be merciful) to me, the especially wicked sinner that I am! I tell you, this man went 
down to his home justified (forgiven and made upright and in right standing with God), rather than 
the other man; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will 
be exalted.” 

Matthew 6:1-4 “TAKE CARE not to do your good deeds publicly or before men, in order to 
be seen by them; otherwise you will have no reward (reserved for and awaiting you) with 
and from your Father Who is in heaven. Thus, whenever you give to the poor, do not blow a 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites in the synagogues and in the streets like to do, that they may 
be recognized and honored and praised by men. Truly I tell you, they have their reward in full 
already. But when you give to charity, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 
So that your deeds of charity may be in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret will reward you 
openly.” 

Y’shua says … the humble and pure of heart are those who enter the Kingdom of God. 

This Principle is set out clearly in the Old Testament where God determined that “poor” 
farmers were to tithe only one-tenth of the increase that passes under the rod. 

Leviticus 27:32 “And all the tithe of the herd or of the flock, whatever passes under the 
herdsman’s staff (by means of which each tenth animal as it passes through a small door is 
selected and marked), the tenth shall be holy to the Lord.” 

If you only have a few sheep as your flock, and you have nine lambs in a year – then you 
don’t tithe at all.  If you have nineteen lambs, you only tithe one lamb. 

You tithe with what you have … not according to what you do not have! 

2 Corinthians 8:12 “For if the (eager) readiness to give is there, then it is acceptable and 
welcomed in proportion to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.” 

The Israelites kept the “Legal” Feasts and Ordinances, but in fact they were deceit and 
willfully sinful in their lives, and they thought they could fool God. 
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God rejected these offerings, tithes, observance of the Feasts, and so forth, and declared 
that they mean nothing until 

Justice, and 
Righteousness 

Is an integral part of their lifestyle. 

Practical application – the way to tithe … 

We have seen that to tithe is a manifestation 
that we recognize and remember that God 
has opened the gateway for us to enter into 
a land of legacy – our inheritance. 

All too often we get focused on the work.  
We soon realize that effort and focus will 
invariably produce results.  However, 
unless we keep a balance … we can easily 
move to believe that everything that we 
have is as a result our own effort. 

We are commanded to tithe as a part of 
our declaration (Deuteronomy 26) of God’s 
Goodness and Purpose for us. 

We must remember the Paul’s Law of 
Parallel’s.  Israel is a physical mirror of the 
spiritual dimension.  Those who have 
visited and toured the Land will know that 
there is only one real river of water – the 
Jordan. 

The land is therefore totally reliant on 
rainfall to exist. 

God tells us that we should remember that everything that we harvest is subject to His 
Rains. 

Deuteronomy 11:1, 14 “THEREFORE YOU shall love the Lord your God and keep His charge, His 
statutes, His precepts, and His commandments always. 14 I will give the rain for your land in its 
season, the early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and 
your oil.” 
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Deuteronomy 13:15-17 “You shall surely smite the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the 
sword, destroying it utterly and all who are in it and its beasts with the edge of the sword. And you 
shall collect all its spoil into the midst of its open square and shall burn the city with fire with every 
bit of its spoil (as a whole burnt offering) to the Lord your God. It shall be a heap (of ruins) forever; 
it shall not be built again. And nothing of the accursed thing shall cling to your hand, so that the 
Lord may turn from the fierceness of His anger, and show you mercy and have compassion on you 
and multiply you, as He swore to your fathers,” 

There is a God ordained way to tithe.


Understanding that tithing is a process to “remember and recall” God’s Impact on my life 
as well as a celebration of my sonship … it’s not surprising that – for the most part – tithing 
involves a Feast. 

Every first, second, fourth, and fifth year we are asked to take our tithe, go to 
God’s City Jerusalem, and have a Feast.  We are especially told that it is only 
here that we can make this tithe. 

"  

Deuteronomy 14:22-26 “You shall surely tithe all the yield of your seed produced by your field 
each year. And you shall eat before the Lord your God in the place in which He will cause His 
Name (and Presence) to dwell the tithe (tenth) of your grain, your new wine, your oil, and 
the firstlings of your herd and your flock, that you may learn (reverently) to fear the Lord 
your God always. And if the distance is too long for you to carry your tithe, or the place where the 
Lord your God chooses to set His Name (and Presence) is too far away for you, when the Lord 
your God has blessed you, Then you shall turn it into money, and bind up the money in your hand, 
and shall go to the place (of worship) which the Lord your God has chosen. And you may spend 
that money for whatever your appetite craves, for oxen, or sheep, or new wine or strong(er) drink, 
or whatever you desire; and you shall eat there before the Lord your God and you shall rejoice, 
you and your household.” 
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Deuteronomy 12:5-8 “But you shall seek the place which the Lord your God shall choose out 
of all your tribes to put His Name and make His dwelling place, and there shall you come; 
And there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the offering 
of your hands, and your vows and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herd and of your 
flock. And there you shall eat before the Lord your God, and you shall rejoice in all to which 
you put your hand, you and your households, in which the Lord your God has blessed you. You 
shall not do according to all we do here (in the camp) this day, every man doing whatever looks 
right in his own eyes.” 

Deuteronomy 12:10-14 “But when you go over the Jordan and dwell in the land which the Lord 
your God causes you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies round about so that 
you dwell in safety, Then there shall be a place which the Lord your God shall choose to cause His 
Name (and His Presence) to dwell there; to it you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt 
offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes and what the hand presents (as a first gift from the fruits of the 
ground), and all your choicest offerings which you vow to the Lord. And you shall rejoice before 
the Lord your God, you and your sons and your daughters, and your menservants and your 
maidservants, and the Levite that is within your towns, since he has no part or inheritance 
with you. Be watchful not to offer your burnt offerings in every place you see. But in the place 
which the Lord shall choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and 
there you shall do all I command you.” 

If the distance was too great to carry the grain, then the Israelites could convert it into 
money that they were to take and spend on whatever their soul desired.  What happened 
when Israel was obedient to this Commandment?  The Torah says … “(Israel) will learn to 
fear YHVH our God always”. 

"  

Every third and sixth year Israel was to bring two offerings: 
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Firstfruits 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 “WHEN YOU have come into the land which the Lord your God gives you 
as an inheritance and possess it and live in it, You shall take some of the first of all the produce of 
the soil which you harvest from the land the Lord your God gives you and put it in a basket, and go 
to the place (the sanctuary) which the Lord your God has chosen as the abiding place for His 
Name (and His Presence). And you shall go to the priest who is in office in those days, and say to 
him, I give thanks this day to the Lord your God that I have come to the land which the Lord swore 
to our fathers to give us. And the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before 
the altar of the Lord your God. And you shall say before the Lord your God, A wandering and lost 
Aramean ready to perish was my father (Jacob), and he went down into Egypt and sojourned 
there, few in number, and he became there a nation, great, mighty, and numerous. And the 
Egyptians treated us very badly and afflicted us and laid upon us hard bondage. And when we 
cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, the Lord heard our voice and looked on our affliction and 
our labor and our (cruel) oppression; And the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and with an outstretched arm, and with great (awesome) power and with signs and with wonders; 
And He brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. And 
now, behold, I bring the firstfruits of the ground which You, O Lord, have given me. And you 
shall set it down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God; And you and 
the Levite and the stranger and the sojourner among you shall rejoice in all the good which 
the Lord your God has given you and your household.” 

This entails enough of the harvest to fill 
two handfuls of sheaves that Israel was to 
wave before God.   

Firstfruits are first mentioned in Genesis.   

Later on in the Torah, we are told that 
these belong to the priests. 

Genesis 26:1-6, 12-15 “AND THERE was a 
famine in the land, other than the former 
famine that was in the days of Abraham. And 
Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of 
the Philistines. And the Lord appeared to 
him and said, Do not go down to Egypt; live 
in the land of which I will tell you. Dwell 
temporarily in this land, and I will be with 
you and will favor you with blessings; 
for to you and to your descendants I will 
give all these lands, and I will perform the 
oath which I swore to Abraham your father. 
And I will make your descendants to 
multiply as the stars of the heavens, and 
will give to your posterity all these lands 
(kingdoms); and by your Offspring shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed, or by 
Him bless themselves, For Abraham 
listened to and obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commands, My 
statutes, and My laws. So Isaac stayed in Gerar. 12Then Isaac sowed seed in that land and 
received in the same year a hundred times as much as he had planted, and the Lord favored 
him with blessings. And the man became great and gained more and more until he became very 
wealthy and distinguished; He owned flocks, herds, and a great supply of servants, and the 
Philistines envied him. Now all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in the days of 
Abraham his father, the Philistines had closed and filled with earth.” 
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We have earlier shown that the order of priesthood by the Levites has been done away 
with by the work of Y’shua our Messiah Who is now our Great High Priest. 

Therefore, the only tithing Ordinances that apply to us are those regarding the third and 
sixth year’s increase.  We are to take our tithe of these two years and use the it for 
charitable purposes only.  We are commanded also to … 

Store this tithe “within thy gate” – meaning, we are to keep them at home. 

We are to make sure that: 

The widow, 
The stranger, 
The Levite, 
The Fatherless 

… can eat and be satisfied.  We all have to make an accounting – to announce to God that 
we have observed all of these laws. 

"  

Deuteronomy 14:28-29 “At the end of every three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of 
your increase the same year and lay it up within your towns. And the Levite (because he has no 
part or inheritance with you) and the stranger or temporary resident, and the fatherless and the 
widow who are in your towns shall come and eat and be satisfied, so that the Lord your God may 
bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” 
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Deuteronomy 26:12-15 “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your produce the third 
year, which is the year of tithing, and have given it to the Levite, the stranger and the 
sojourner, the fatherless, and to the widow, that they may eat within your towns and be filled, 
Then you shall say before the Lord your God, I have brought the hallowed things (the tithe) 
out of my house and moreover have given them to the Levite, to the stranger and the sojourner, to 
the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have 
commanded me; I have not transgressed any of Your commandments, neither have I forgotten 
them. I have not eaten of the tithe in my mourning (making the tithe unclean), nor have I handled 
any of it when I was unclean, nor given any of it to the dead. I have hearkened to the voice of the 
Lord my God; I have done according to all that You have commanded me. Look down from Your 
holy habitation, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land which You have given us 
as You swore to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey.” 

It is often argued that this is an additional tithe over and above the first one.  This view 
does not make any sense seen within the context, especially since the entire process is 
described in one passage together with the requirement that each man must be able to 
make the solemn declaration at the end of every three years.  Therefore, the passage 
clearly indicates a cycle of time. 

The principle of this tithe for charitable purposes, for doing good deeds, and for meeting 
the needs of others is expressed throughout the New Testament.  It is the concept of 
“giving”. 

"  
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Romans 15:25-26 “For the present, however, I am going to Jerusalem to bring aid (relief) for the 
saints (God’s people there). For it has been the good pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia to make 
some contribution for the poor among the saints of Jerusalem.” 

1 Corinthians 9:7-14 “(Consider this:) What soldier at any time serves at his own expense? Who 
plants a vineyard and does not eat any of the fruit of it? Who tends a flock and does not partake of 
the milk of the flock? Do I say this only on human authority and as a man reasons? Does not the 
Law endorse the same principle? For in the Law of Moses it is written, You shall not muzzle an ox 
when it is treading out the corn. Is it (only) for oxen that God cares? Or does He speak certainly 
and entirely for our sakes? (Assuredly) it is written for our sakes, because the plowman ought to 
plow in hope, and the thresher ought to thresh in expectation of partaking of the harvest. If we 
have sown (the seed of) spiritual good among you, (is it too) much if we reap from your material 
benefits? If others share in this rightful claim upon you, do not we (have a still better and greater 
claim)? However, we have never exercised this right, but we endure everything rather than put a 
hindrance in the way (of the spread) of the good news (the Gospel) of Christ. Do you not know that 
those men who are employed in the services of the temple get their food from the temple? And that 
those who tend the altar share with the altar (in the offerings brought)? (On the same principle) the 
Lord directed that those who publish the good news (the Gospel) should live (get their 
maintenance) by the Gospel.” 

Galatians 6:6-10 “Let him who receives instruction in the Word (of God) share all good things with 
his teacher (contributing to his support). Do not be deceived and deluded and misled; God will not 
allow Himself to be sneered at (scorned, disdained, or mocked by mere pretensions or 
professions, or by His precepts being set aside.) (He inevitably deludes himself who attempts to 
delude God.) For whatever a man sows, that and that only is what he will reap. For he who sows to 
his own flesh (lower nature, sensuality) will from the flesh reap decay and ruin and destruction, but 
he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not lose heart and grow 
weary and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for in due time and at the appointed season we 
shall reap, if we do not loosen and relax our courage and faint. So then, as occasion and 
opportunity open up to us, let us do good (morally) to all people (not only being useful or profitable 
to them, but also doing what is for their spiritual good and advantage). Be mindful to be a blessing, 
especially to those of the household of faith (those who belong to God’s family with you, the 
believers).” 

Philippians 4:10-19 “I was made very happy in the Lord that now you have revived your interest in 
my welfare after so long a time; you were indeed thinking of me, but you had no opportunity to 
show it. Not that I am implying that I was in any personal want, for I have learned how to be 
content (satisfied to the point where I am not disturbed or disquieted) in whatever state I 
am. I know how to be abased and live humbly in straitened circumstances, and I know also how to 
enjoy plenty and live in abundance. I have learned in any and all circumstances the secret of 
facing every situation, whether well-fed or going hungry, having a sufficiency and enough to spare 
or going without and being in want. I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me (I am 
ready for anything and equal to anything through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; I am 
self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency). But it was right and commendable and noble of you to 
contribute for my needs and to share my difficulties with me. And you Philippians yourselves 
well know that in the early days of the Gospel ministry, when I left Macedonia, no church 
(assembly) entered into partnership with me and opened up (a debit and credit) account in giving 
and receiving except you only. For even in Thessalonica you sent (me contributions) for my needs, 
not only once but a second time. Not that I seek or am eager for (your) gift, but I do seek and am 
eager for the fruit which increases to your credit (the harvest of blessing that is accumulating to 
your account). But I have (your full payment) and more; I have everything I need and am amply 
supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent me. (They are the) 
fragrant odor of an offering and sacrifice which God welcomes and in which He delights. And my 
God will liberally supply (fill to the full) your every need according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.” 
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1 Timothy 5:9-18 “Let no one be put on the roll of widows (who are to receive church 
support) who is under sixty years of age or who has been the wife of more than one man; And 
she must have a reputation for good deeds, as one who has brought up children, who has 
practiced hospitality to strangers (of the brotherhood), washed the feet of the saints, helped to 
relieve the distressed, (and) devoted herself diligently to doing good in every way. But refuse (to 
enroll on this list the) younger widows, for when they become restive and their natural desires 
grow strong, they withdraw themselves against Christ (and) wish to marry (again). And so they 
incur condemnation for having set aside and slighted their previous pledge. Moreover, as they go 
about from house to house, they learn to be idlers, and not only idlers, but gossips and 
busybodies, saying what they should not say and talking of things they should not mention. So I 
would have younger (widows) marry, bear children, guide the household, (and) not give opponents 
of the faith occasion for slander or reproach. For already some (widows) have turned aside after 
Satan. If any believing woman or believing man has (relatives or persons in the household who 
are) widows, let him relieve them; let the church not be burdened (with them), so that it may (be 
free to) assist those who are truly widows (those who are all alone and are dependent). Let the 
elders who perform the duties of their office well be considered doubly worthy of honor 
(and of adequate financial support), especially those who labor faithfully in preaching and 
teaching. For the Scripture says, You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain, and 
again, The laborer is worthy of his hire.” 

We are not to tithe in the Seventh Year.  It’s a Year of Rest for both the land  and for 
man. 

That which God supernaturally provides in this time does not raise a tithe – man had not 
worked, nor had any part in the production of the harvest. 

"  
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We are to give 1% of our increase to the modern “priests” and “Levites”.  This will mean 
giving to the representative of YHVH that best reflects the Heart of the Father in your life.  
This tithe would be made any one of the six years of cycle. 

Deuteronomy 14:27 “And you shall not forsake or neglect the Levite (God’s minister) in your 
towns, for he has been given no share or inheritance with you.” 

Listening and doing what Torah says. 
God is a Just and Fair Father.  He promises to provide, protect, and to empower. 

Through the Spirit of YHVH, we have been gifted with the internal Power and Wisdom to 
rise above every circumstance. 

On the other hand, men are susceptible to corruption and once noble intentions often 
become tainted when wealth is involved.  We need to discern wisely when choosing the 
men and women whose spiritual authority we submit to.  The sad truth is that many of our 
leaders today are caught in a church system that places them into the role of a king as set 
out for us in the Book of 1 Samuel. 

1 Samuel 8:11-18 “And he said, These will be the ways of the king who shall reign over 
you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to 
run before his chariots. He will appoint them for himself to be commanders over thousands 
and over fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest and to make his 
implements of war and equipment for his chariots. He will take your daughters to be 
perfumers, cooks, and bakers. He will take your fields, your vineyards, and your olive 
orchards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants. He will take a tenth of your 
grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. He will take your 
men and women servants and the best of your cattle and your donkeys and put them to 
his work. He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves shall be his slaves. In that 
day you will cry out because of your king you have chosen for yourselves, but the 
Lord will not hear you then.” 

When we let other men make all of our 
spiritual decisions for us – especially in the 
domain of how we should relate to God’s 
Commandments, Instructions, Feasts and so 
forth – then the Torah tells us that man will 
cause … 

Us to pay man’s tithes, 
Us to loose our freedom, and 
For God to ignore our prayers. 
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Conclusion 

God’s Torah (Word) is written in such a way that everyone (from the scholars to the utterly 
unschooled) who chooses to come to His Tabernacle and hear His Word will be able to 
interpret and apply it practically in his or her life. 

We need to apply our minds in order to make our own decisions and conclusions as to 
what God wants us to do.  We can always listen to those who have been blessed with a 
teaching gift.  However, we remain responsible for our own decisions and choices. 

We are in fact told to “test the word” – to make sure that what we hear or want to 
implement will be in alignment with God’s Principles. 

"  

Every father and family member must therefore take back the positional authority, assume 
responsibility to impact the local community personally, and become the good steward of 
our own legacy.  As we do this we will move from spectators and pew warmers to vibrant 
and effective disciples who will be following the journey towards our End-Time purpose. 
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Priestly Blessing 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless them.” 
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