COUNTING The OMER
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WEEK TWO - COUNTING THE OMER
PSALM 67
It has become a tradition to study and meditate on this Psalm over the SEVEN weeks that
we take to count the OMER.
Traditions are man-made prophetic statements or actions that are designed to draw
people closer to God.
All we know is that God declared that man MUST count.
Leviticus 23:15-16 From the day after the day of rest — that is, from the day you bring the
sheaf for waving — you are to count seven full weeks, until the day after the seventh
week; you are to count fifty days; and then you are to present a new grain offering to
ADONAI.
!

What does this mean?
We are not told why it is important, or what we should do during this time. Clearly, we are
meant to prepare for the Feast of Pentecost.
The Holy Spirit will guide us in all things - and so we have some leeway in the actions that
we take in order to prepare. However, the intent of the time and the process is clear—we
need to be ready to stand before God at Mount Sinai once again.
Remember, it is the words of a marriage proposal that we will hear.
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God will spell out His LOVE for the people who choose to follow Him wholeheartedly. The
children of Israel said: We will do and we will hear! (Take note: NO choice!!) But then
they refused to move nearer in intimacy.
Please do not make the same mistake. Prepare your heart and be ready for the 100%
commitment to this walk of obedience, AND make sure that you are part of the BRIDE of
MESSIAH.
It is also clear that each and every individual must count for himself - so while this is a very
personal thing, its also a strong community-based event as we all unite in one accord
(much the same wording that is used to describe the outpouring of the Holy Spirit).
Acts 2:1-4 The festival of Shavu‘ot arrived, and the believers all gathered together in one
place. Suddenly there came a sound from the sky like the roar of a violent wind, and it
filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of
fire, which separated and came to rest on each one of them. They were all filled with the
Ruach HaKodesh and began to talk in different languages, as the Spirit enabled them to
speak.

Let’s make a study of this Psalm.
1.

Psalm 67:2 So that Your Way may be known on earth,Your salvation among all nations.

Let us look at these critical words:
(a) God’s Way - “Derek”
Hebrew Strong’s 1870
Road
Journey
A habit/moral character
Course of life
A way frequently followed/a way of living
A thought that comes to mind is:
Do we count the cost of some of our journey - do we realize the impact it has on the
community when we start to take detours, or short cuts in order to get somewhere?
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Perhaps it is time to look at the paths that have been cut deeply into our minds/souls, even
going back to the time before we decided to walk with God.
These habits remain in place as part of the “old man” and can trip us up badly if we are
suddenly under pressure.

Consider how you would go about renewing your mind 1
Another thought, do you walk with God with an expectancy to be called aside to see and
experience your own version of a “burning bush”. We tend to look at this as a “once in a
lifetime story” - but surely God is still the same? Our “bush” may look very different, but I
am sure that it is there.
Proverbs 12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to
advice.
2.
Psalm 67:2 So that Your Way may be known on earth,Your salvation among all nations.
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(b) Know - “yadah”
Hebrew Strong’s 3045

To learn
To know by experience
To consider
To distinguish
To confess
To cause to know
“Knowing” encompasses the entire spectrum from the commencement of learning - until
the completion of your learning/studying plan, and those who have learned to “know - in
other words walk in wisdom” have an awesome responsibility to reveal God’s plan.
An integral part of knowing is the internalization of the lesson. Many times we “store” facts,
almost as if we need them for a quiz show.
Biblical knowing is all about the wisdom at the correct moment, that is able to cast
revelation light on a particular problem.
To ‘know’ means to be able to change a situation!!!
If you are one that stands silently, motionlessly, while problems unfold before you, then
you need to investigate the level of your bucket of ‘knowing’.
Ecclesiastes 8:5 Whoever obeys His Command will never come to harm, and the
wise person will know the right time and judgment. 6 For to everything there is a right
time and a judgment, since people are greatly troubled 7by uncertainty over the future;
even when the event takes place, who will tell them about it?
If we do not know - we only have ourselves to blame….it is we who do not “see” and do
not “do”
Isaiah 40:21 Don’t you know? Don’t you hear? Haven’t you been told from the start?
Don’t you understand how the earth is set up?
We need to pause to consider this.
God not only wants us to learn His Ways but also to continue on doing them because we
experience good things – for example, friendships, good marriages, and so forth.
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3.
Psalm 67:2 So that Your Way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations
(c) Power
(You will note that the Bible translation uses the word “salvation” namely, one of the
meanings of this Hebrew word. Within the context of this verse I suggest that it’s better to
use the initial word.)
Hebrew Strong’s 3444
Salvation
Welfare
Prosperity
Deliverance
Victory
Isaiah 26:18 We have been pregnant and been in pain. But we, as it were, have given
birth to wind; we have not brought salvation to the land, and those inhabiting the
world have not come to life.
It is clear that the “way” that we walk should make an impact ... can it be that we are
pregnant with hope and yet fail to reflect God’s Light? May this never be the case!!
4.
Psalm 67:2 So that Your Way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all
nations.
(d) Nations
Hebrew Strong’s 1471
Usually on non-Hebrew people
Descendants of Abraham
Swarm of locusts
**NUGGET!** It is clear that the “way “ that we walk during the year, if we stick to God’s
plan, will mean that non-believers will find salvation!!!
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Psalm 79:10 Why should the nations ask, “Where is their God?”
Psalm 135:15 The idols of the nations are mere silver and gold, made by human hands.
16 They have mouths, but they can’t speak; they have eyes, but they can’t see; 17 they
have ears, but they can’t listen; and they have no breath in their mouths; 18 The people
who make them will become like them, along with everyone who trusts in them.
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SOME PRAYER POINTS THIS WEEK
1) Have we walked diligently along God’s path this past year?
Are we prepared for the trials and tribulations along the journey that lies ahead?
•

Repent of any detours made!!!

•

Meditate on the calling to walk towards your Land of Promise again.

2) Have you been committed to the studying of the Word of GOD?
•

Repent of lost opportunities and lost victories.

•

Develop a vision for the journey towards greater wisdom

3) Consider all your daily actions/deeds and then decide whether your daily walk in the
community is filled with deeds of integrity, honesty and truth…
Are you known as someone that stands up against all forms of
corruption?

REMEMBER: Whatever actions you choose to do will be noted by non-believers and will
determine whether they will choose to follow the GOD of Israel or not.
Walk in love and shalom this week

BLESSINGS AND SHALOM!!
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