GRACE
HAVE YOU FOUND FAVOUR IN THE
EYES OF GOD?
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HAVE YOU FOUND FAVOUR IN THE EYES OF GOD?

GRACE
Grace is a word that has taken on many meanings… It seems to be a word that has a
different meaning in the OLD Testament than in the NEW Testament.
Or is that true?
We need to clarify this before we can move forward, or else we may build on a wrong
foundation.
In Hebrew, the word for grace is “chen” and derives from a root word “chanan” which then
gives us the following meanings:
•Favour
•Mercy
•Kindness
•Graciousness
Exodus 34:6-7 “6 Then the Lord passed by
in front of him, and proclaimed, “The Lord,
the Lord God, compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding
in lovingkindness and truth
(faithfulness); 7 keeping mercy and
lovingkindness for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin; but He
will by no means leave the guilty
unpunished, visiting (avenging) the iniquity
(sin, guilt) of the fathers upon the children
and the grandchildren to the third and fourth
generations [that is, calling the children to account for the sins of their fathers].”
Psalm 86:3-7 “3 Be gracious and merciful to me, O Lord, For to You I cry out all the day
long. 4 Make Your servant rejoice, For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul [all that I am—in
prayer]. 5 For You, O Lord, are good, and ready to forgive [our sins, sending them
away, completely letting them go forever and ever]; And abundant in lovingkindness
and overflowing in mercy to all those who call upon You. 6 Hear, O Lord, my prayer;
And listen attentively to the voice of my supplications (specific requests)! 7 In the day of
my trouble I will call upon You, For You will answer me.”
And finally we have the description, “When a superior bends or stoops down in kindness to
another-inferior”.
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Let’s expand on that thought…
God’s mercy is an expression of his compassion towards us. But God’s grace is an
extension of his goodness translated into action that releases his enabling power in
our lives.
In the Greek the word for grace is “charis” and conveys the idea of:
•

Gracious

•

A gift

•

Happy/cheerful

We see the concept that salvation is a gift in,
Ephesians 2:8-9 “8 For it is by grace [God’s
remarkable compassion and favor drawing
you to Christ] that you have been saved
[actually delivered from judgment and given
eternal life] through faith. And this [salvation] is
not of yourselves [not through your own effort],
but it is the [undeserved, gracious] gift of God; 9
not as a result of [your] works [nor your attempts
to keep the Law], so that no one will [be able to]
boast or take credit in any way [for his salvation].”
Unfortunately the church has:
1Made

a divide by putting grace as opposition to
law and has made grace “cheap” by allowing
lawless behaviour to go unchecked.
This was never Paul’s intention, in fact he tells
us clearly that:
The gift of Grace is coupled to personal responsibility.
**NUGGET!** When God stoops down to give you a precious GIFT, you have a personal
responsibility to make good use of the opportunity, and the potential in your hand.
Romans 15:15-16 “15 Still, on some points I have written to you very boldly and without
reservation to remind you [about them] again, because of the grace that was given to me
from God,16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. I minister as a priest the
gospel of God, in order that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable [to Him],
sanctified [made holy and set apart for His purpose] by the Holy Spirit.”
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http://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?

ABSTRACT VS CONCRETE THOUGHT
One of the reasons why we battle to understand the language of the Old Testament is the
fact that Hebrew makes use of “concrete ideas” to describe a thought, as opposed to the
Greek thinking where “abstract” ideas are everyday.
Let me give you an example, I have added the meaning of the actual word used, and now
you can understand exactly what they mean.
Psalm 1:3 “And he will be like a tree firmly planted [and fed] by streams of water, Which
yields its fruit in its season; Its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers
[and comes to maturity].”

GRACE REQUIRES ME TO TAKE ACTION
God’s gift to us is a promise of salvation, and we find that in the Book of Jeremiah
where God defines the path of the renewed covenant. The promise is that God would be
our GOD, and we would have HIS WORD/INSTRUCTIONS written on our hearts and soul
and mind. And because we are sons/daughters, we will DO what the FATHER asks us to
do.
Jeremiah 31:2 Thus says the Lord, “The people who survived the sword Found grace in
the wilderness [of exile]— Israel (the Northern Kingdom), when it went to find its rest.”
Jeremiah 31 31-34 31 Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel (the Northern Kingdom) and with the house of
Judah (the Southern Kingdom), 32 not like the covenant which I made with their
fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” says the Lord.
33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,”
says the Lord, “I will put My law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be
their God, and they will be My people. 34 And each man will no longer teach his neighbor
and his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they will all know Me [through personal
experience], from the least of them to the greatest,” says the Lord. “For I will forgive their
wickedness, and I will no longer remember their sin.”

SO LET’S GET PRACTICAL
1] The life of Moses.
The portion that I want to highlight is:
Exodus 33:12-19 “12 Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’
but You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know you
by name, and you have also found favor in My sight.’ 13 Now therefore, I pray you, if I
have found favor in Your sight, let me know Your ways so that I may know You [becoming
more deeply and intimately acquainted with You, recognizing and understanding Your
ways more clearly] and that I may find grace and favor in Your sight.
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And consider also, that this nation is Your people.” 14 And the Lord said, “My presence
shall go with you, and I will give you rest [by bringing you and the people into the promised
land].” 15 And Moses said to Him, “If Your presence does not go [with me], do not lead us
up from here. 16 For how then can it be known that Your people and I have found favor in
Your sight? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we are distinguished, Your people and I,
from all the [other] people on the face of the earth?” 17 The Lord said to Moses, “I will
also do this thing that you have asked; for you have found favor (lovingkindness,
mercy) in My sight and I have known you [personally] by name.” 18 Then Moses said,
“Please, show me Your glory!” 19 And God said, “I will make all My goodness pass before
you, and I will proclaim the Name of the Lord before you; for I will be gracious to whom I
will be gracious, and will show compassion (lovingkindness) on whom I will show
compassion.”
Now let’s study the pattern:
A] Moses finds “favour” in God’s eyes.
B] Moses takes action. He says if I have found favour then please consider this Nation.
C] God says because of your response, I will bless you and uses these words
“I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and show compassion to whom I will show
compassion”.
The result...
God lets Moses “see” Him!!
Exodus 34:6 “6 Then the Lord passed by
in front of him, and proclaimed, “The Lord,
the Lord God, compassionate and gracious,
s l o w t o a n g e r, a n d a b o u n d i n g i n
lovingkindness and truth (faithfulness);	
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keeping mercy and lovingkindness for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin; but He will by no
means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting
(avenging) the iniquity (sin, guilt) of the
fathers upon the children and the
grandchildren to the third and fourth
generations [that is, calling the children to
account for the sins of their fathers].”

2] THE LIFE OF ESTHER.
The portion I want to highlight is:
Esther 2: 7-9 7 “He was the guardian of Hadassah, that is Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for
she had no father or mother. The young woman was beautiful of form and face; and when
her father and mother died, Mordecai took her in as his own daughter. Esther Finds
Favor
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8 So it came about when the king’s command and his decree were proclaimed and when
many young women were gathered together in the citadel of Susa into the custody of
Hegai, that Esther was taken to the king’s palace [and placed] in the custody of Hegai,
who was in charge of the women. 9 Now the young woman pleased Hegai and found
favor with him. So he quickly provided her with beauty preparations and her [portion of]
food, and he gave her seven choice maids from the king’s palace; then he transferred her
and her maids to the best place in the harem.”
Ester 5: 1-3 On the third day [of the fast] Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the
inner court of the king’s palace opposite his [throne] room. The king was sitting on his
royal throne, facing the [main] entrance of the palace. 2 When the king saw Esther the
queen standing in the court, she found favor in his sight; and the king extended to
her the golden scepter which was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the
top of the scepter. 3 Then the king said to her, “What is troubling you, Queen Esther?
What is your request? It shall be given to you, up to half of the kingdom.”
Now let’s study the pattern:
A] The King extends his scepter (gift).
B] Esther takes action; she embarks on a plan to have her people set free.
C] God moves in a miraculous way to destroy the entire Israelites enemy’s.
Ester 9:27-28 “27 the Jews established and made it a custom for themselves and for their
descendants and for all who joined them, so that they would not fail to celebrate these two
days as it was written and at the appointed time annually. 28 So these days were to be
remembered and celebrated throughout every generation, every family, every province
and every city; and these days of Purim were not to cease from among the Jews, nor
their memory fade from their descendants.”
**NUGGET!** PAUL, MOSES AND ESTHER all reveal the same pattern, namely that God
finds favour with us, gives us a gift that we do not deserve, but then has an expectation
that we will walk in His ways and make an IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY that we live in.
Are YOU going to become a light to the world? If you are going to make a difference in this
community, THEN be like Moses AND respond by saying:
If I have found favour in Your eyes give me the wisdom to walk in the:
A] Enabling of Your grace
John 1:14 “14 And the Word (Christ) became flesh, and lived among us; and we
[actually] saw His glory, glory as belongs to the [One and] only begotten Son of the Father,
[the Son who is truly unique, the only One of His kind, who is] full of grace and truth
(absolutely free of deception).”
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Hebrews 4:16 “16 Therefore let us [with privilege] approach the throne of grace [that
is, the throne of God’s gracious favor] with confidence and without fear, so that we may
receive mercy [for our failures] and find [His amazing] grace to help in time of need [an
appropriate blessing, coming just at the right moment].”
Therefore, let us confidently approach the Throne from which GOD gives GRACE, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace in our time of need!!
B] Power of Your grace
Romans 6:14 “14 For sin will no longer be a master over you, since you are not under
Law [as slaves], but under [unmerited] grace [as recipients of God’s favor and mercy].”
C] Fullness of your Ministry Gift
Ephesians 4:7 “7 Yet grace [God’s undeserved favor] was given to each one of us
[not indiscriminately, but in different ways] in proportion to the measure of Christ’s
[rich and abundant] gift.”
Matthew 25:14-29 “14 For it is just like a man who was about to take a journey, and he
called his servants together and entrusted them with his possessions. 15 To one he gave
five [a]talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and
then he went on his journey. 16 The one who had received the five talents went at once
and traded with them, and he [made a profit and] gained five more. 17 Likewise the one
who had two [made a profit and] gained two more. 18 But the one who had received the
one went and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 “Now after a long
time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 And the one
who had received the five talents came and brought him five more, saying, ‘Master, you
entrusted to me five talents. See, I have [made a profit and] gained five more talents.’ 21
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful and
trustworthy over a little, I will put you in charge of many things; share in the joy of your
master. 22 “Also the one who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
entrusted two talents to me. See, I have [made a profit and] gained two more talents.’ 23
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful and
trustworthy over a little, I will put you in charge of many things; share in the joy of your
master. 24 “The one who had received one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I
knew you to be a harsh and demanding man, reaping [the harvest] where you did not sow
and gathering where you did not scatter seed. 25 So I was afraid [to lose the talent], and I
went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is your own. 26 “But his master
answered him, ‘You wicked, lazy servant, you knew that I reap [the harvest] where I did not
sow and gather where I did not scatter seed. 27 Then you ought to have put my money
with the bankers, and at my return I would have received my money back with interest. 28
So take the talent away from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 “For to
everyone who has [and values his blessings and gifts from God, and has used them
wisely], more will be given, and [he will be richly supplied so that] he will have an
abundance; but from the one who does not have [because he has ignored or
disregarded his blessings and gifts from God], even what he does have will be taken
away.”
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GRACE VS PROBLEM:
We ALL face difficult trails and obstacles in life... And we find that GOD’s GRACE enables
us to FACE any challenge!! Because, with grace there are NO LIMITS, and we have
God’s strength, grace and power to see it through!
We as believers, have the SECURITY of knowing that we have MORE THAN ENOUGH to
meet ANY CHALLENGE!!
2 Corinthians 12:9 ““My GRACE is sufficient for you [My lovingkindness and My mercy
are more than enough—always available—regardless of the situation]; for [My]
POWER is being perfected [and is completed and shows itself most effectively] in [your]
WEAKNESS.”
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God extends grace towards us, and we have the opportunity to extend grace toward
others. God’s grace is a precious gift that we must show toward others as well. We
receive from God, in order to give!

CONCLUSION
Some of you may now think that I am speaking about works…
The gift cannot be earned. The gift enables you to become a son /daughter. Children
honour the Father by doing His will. God makes it clear that, that which He asks of you is
neither too hard nor too far off to accomplish.
Deuteronomy 30:11-14 “11 For this commandment which I am commanding you today is
not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. 12 It is not [a secret hidden] in heaven,
that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us and bring it to us, so that we may
hear it and obey it?’ 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the
sea for us and bring it to us, so that we may hear it and obey it?’ 14 But the word is very
near you, in your mouth and in your heart, so that you may obey it.”
I serve a GOD who delights in conferring positive benefits.
The gift from God to Abraham was:
•

The land of Canaan

•

Liberation from Egypt
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•

Food in the wilderness

•

Salvation from enemies

•

Deliverance from exile

God keeps giving, when man’s heart
is circumcised and he receives with
grateful thanksgiving and then
responds to the Holy Spirit’s impulse to
do that which is right, then we will be
Living Stones in a Heavenly
Tabernacle.
1 Peter 2:3-10 “3 If in fact you have
[already] tasted the goodness and
gracious kindness of the Lord. 4
Come to Him [the risen Lord] as to a
living Stone which men rejected and
threw away, but which is choice and
precious in the sight of God. 5 You
[believers], like living stones, are
being built up into a spiritual house
for a holy and dedicated
priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices [that are] acceptable and
pleasing to God through Jesus
Christ. 6 For this is contained in
Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion
a chosen stone, a precious (honored)
Cornerstone, And he who believes in Him [whoever adheres to, trusts in,
and relies on Him] will never be disappointed [in his expectations].” 7 This precious value,
then, is for you who believe [in Him as God’s only Son—the Source of salvation]; but for
those who disbelieve, “The [very] stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief
Cornerstone,” 8 and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble
because they disobey the word [of God], and to this they [who reject Him as Savior] were
also appointed. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a
[special] people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies [the
wonderful deeds and virtues and perfections] of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people [at all], but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

SHALOM!!
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