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The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
25 The LORD make his face shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The
LORD lift up his countenance upon thee,
and give thee peace.”
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation

"Yahweh will kneel before you presenting
gifts, and He will guard you with a hedge
of protection, Yahweh will illuminate the
wholeness of His Being toward you,
bringing order, and He will provide you
with love, sustenance, and friendship,
Yahweh will lift up the wholeness of His
Being and look upon you, and He will set
in place all you need to be whole and
complete."
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We are regularly requested to respond to
inquiries on this topic. All to often, someone
has spoken to one of their leaders, whose
common response is … “the ‘Law’ has been
dealt with by the Cross .. we have been set
free!”
This causes a great deal of uncertainty in the
hearts and minds of those who have just
started on the journey of discovering our
Hebraic Roots.
We have identified the following articles which
have a unique way of debating and
explaining the issue, as well as presenting a
complete picture of God’s Word.
We trust this will be a great help to you in
this journey!

Shalom!
Roly Buys
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What is “under
the Law”?
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Revised and illustrated
from the original article
written by Brad Scott
For more information, please visit Mr. Scott’s website at:
http://www.wildbranch.org/
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Part One
There is a universal battle cry for those who embrace Jesus Christ as Lord
and yet at the same time deny His words. "We are no longer under the law,
but under grace." I meant what I just said. This has been the banner under
which millions of Christians for hundreds of years have flown. Humankind,
since the days of Adam, have turned away from the word of YHWH. It is a
central part of our fallen nature. There are really three kinds of people in the
world. Those who disobey the commands of YHWH because they do not
acknowledge His existence, those who disobey Him and do it in His name,
and those who claim His name and obey Him. Which one are you? When
reading the Scriptures, it becomes quite evident that no matter what
"dispensation" you are cruising through, disobedience is rampant, and so is
chaos and moral decay.
This is not only true
today, but it seems to
have reached it's
pinnacle. At least in the
times of the Judges or
the times of David,
YHWH's people
realized that they had
turned from His ways
and repented now and
then. Today, however,
the modern church
stills teaches that
Yeshua''s death put
an end to law. So we
all stand by and watch as
our society crumbles, having the peace of mind that it is not our
fault. It is Satanism, the New World Order, the New Age Movement, the
Catholics, the Democrats, liberalism, Bill and Hillary, Hollywood, Nintendo,
Neo-Nazi's, and Oprah Winfrey.
I hope and pray that this study will begin to open your eyes to the commonly
accepted interpretation of being under the law. Like many of the Hebrew
words we have defined, this phrase has a background and an Old Testament
meaning that is imperative in understanding it's New Testament use. This will
take a few lessons to get through, but I believe it is very important. Yeshua',
Sha'ul, and all the writers of the New Testament would have used the concept
of law in the framework of it's previously established use. This word, or for that
matter, the idea of being under the law, was not created in a vacuum.
However, the use or misuse of this idea was so misunderstood by "Jew and
Gentile" alike, that Sha'ul spends an incredible amount of time to make it
clearly understood. Why so much attention to this word?
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Well, it is because one cannot draw the two usual conclusions to this matter.
There seems to be a very fine line between obedience and what we call
legalism. I hope to show that Sha'ul's desire for "Jew and Gentile" was that
they lived in YHWH's glorious grace. He also stressed that YHWH's people
walked in obedience in their newly found life in Yeshua', and that these two
ideas were not in conflict. Considering the two opposing cultures, this was not
an easy task. Drawing two such contrary views of life into one would take up a
lot of writing space. I believe that the Messiah Yeshua' was the answer to that
enmity created by the law between "Jew and Gentile".

The phrase under the law is found ten times in the New Testament. If you are
familiar with scriptural numerics, then you will quickly notice that the number
ten usually speaks of law or judgement for disobeying (10 commandments, 10
plagues, the tithe, etc.). I intend to discuss these ten occurrences. First,
however, we must take the time to define what we mean by the law.
As I have said many times before, the New Testament writers would have
used this word as it has always been understood and defined. Simply put, if
law was evil or bad in the Tanakh then it would continue to be understood as
evil or bad in the New Testament.
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If YHWH's laws were understood as righteous and set apart (holy) in the
Tanakh, then they would continue to be defined as righteous and set apart in
the New Testament. I would pray that this would not only be in harmony with
the very nature of YHWH, but is simple common sense. If YHWH is constantly
changing the meaning of these words, then there is no solid rock on which we
are to stand. Our God is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Ivrim
(Hebrews) 13:8). Do you believe that only Yeshua' was the same? YHWH
does not change (Male'akiy (Malachi) 3:6). There is no explanation of the
phrase under the law because it was already understood!

Many times I find modern Christian teachers teaching backwards! The
modern church approaches the Scriptures by beginning in the New
Testament, forming an understanding of its teachings, and then going back to
the Old Testament to understand it's meaning. This denies the plain cultural
meaning of the text and conforms the Scriptures to the ever changing
ideology of the church rather than forming the church around the solid
consistent rock of scripture. When you read the book of Acts, you see that,
historically, the followers of Yeshua' did not simply accept whatever new
teaching they heard. They could not have tested established revelation
(Tanakh), which they knew to be true, by a new revelation which they did not
know to be true. The three sections of the Tanakh were already accepted and
established as YHWH's set apart, everlasting word. YHWH had already
commanded, and Yeshua' confirmed, that a new teaching or claim of
Messiahship was to be tested against what YHWH had already revealed, not
the other way around. Interpreting the Scriptures backwards produces a
message that is backwards. They could not have justified New Testament
teaching by quoting the New Testament!
The English word law is translated from the Greek word nomos. It is very
important to see how this word evolved because the defining of words change
our image and perception of the full meaning of a sentence when it is formed.
The translation process from Greek to English has already changed the
meaning of law. In Greek society, the concept of law still held a positive,
honorable, and instructive substance. When we peruse the Tanakh, we see
that the law was reverently esteemed, and was given many other titles to
describe it's place in the lives of YHWH's people. We will discuss those titles
later. As this word traveled the translation process, it took on a much heavier,
negative connotation. As early as the 3rd century A.D. the so-called early
church fathers had already begun to denigrate this word.
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Law was already being taught as a product of 'the Jews'. An heretical
character named Marcion taught that the entire Tanakh should be removed
from the pulpits as well as many sections of the New Testament which put the
law and 'the Jews' into a more positive light, such as the book of Luke and the
book of Acts.
As the western culture progressed, the concept
of law grew more and more negative. The
whole scriptural concept of law and bondage
was reversed. Law was taught as bondage, not
sin. Certain cliches and phrases were adapted to
express this bondage. What began in YHWH's
word as light, life, righteousness, the Way,
the walk, truth, goodness, and holiness,
soon became disdained, loathed, and
despised.

It’s the LAW!
LAW and order!
That’s against the LAW!
He broke the LAW!
I fought the LAW and the LAW won!
The law has become the enemy. Today, in
many movies the handsome bank robber or
jewel thief is actually applauded over the
bumbling representatives of the law, the
police. Iniquity is actually portrayed as good
and the law as bad! Law is no longer seen as
good and righteous but is seen as nothing but
fear and punishment. This is because the
scriptural concept of law has been so twisted
and redefined that it is virtually unrecognizable.
I have come to at least one undeniable
conclusion for a long time now. A nation's
behavior is guided by it's philosophy, and a
nation's philosophy is formed by it's religious
values. All cultures and peoples form their
society, no matter how large or small, from
their view of whatever they deem to be the
ultimate Superior. In this great nation it is supposed to be
the 'God of the Bible'. But is it really? Next time we will begin
with the creation of the very fabric of existence, Torah!
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According to Colossians chapter 1, all things were created by the Word of
YHWH. The Scriptures are full of expressions to verify this. The Word is
YHWH in Yochanan (John) 1:1. The Word is life in Devariym (Deuteronomy)
32 and 1 Yochanan 1:1. The Word is light in Mizemor (Psalm) 119:105. The
Word is the way in Mizemor 119:9. The Word is righteousness in Devariym 6
and Romans 6. The Word is wisdom in Mishlei (Proverbs) 4:5. The Word is
truth in Mizemor 119:142. All things were created by this Word, says the writer
of Ivrim (Hebrews). The Word is a general term to describe what is spoken
and written down. An essential part of the Word is commands, ordinances,
statutes, and laws. These are generally placed under the term laws. In the
English, the word law is translated from the Greek word nomos, which comes
from the predecessor Torah. Torah, however, does not mean law as we know
it. It means teaching or instruction. Torah is another general term that refers to
all teaching. Contained within Torah are commands or mitzvot. These are
commands from YHWH to His creation. Teaching, instructions, and
commands are given by YHWH to creation for its welfare and good. The very
laws that brought all creation into existence are also to sustain it, whether it be
man or beast, so to speak.
The Scriptures begin with laws or
commands. "... let there be light ...
let there be a firmament in the
midst of the waters ... let the earth
bring forth vegetation ... let there
be lights ... let us make man ..."
These commands brought forth all
of His creation. This is the
beginning of YHWH's Torah or
instructions to creation. He placed
within living things the ability to
reproduce or multiply after itself,
including humankind. He
i ng s
continues to give instructions to
Ble s s
His creation after they are created
to sustain His original commands.
Adam, the first man, is created by
laws or commands and is then
given instructions. "Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it ...
of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat ..." Why did 'Elohiym tell Adam
not to eat of this tree? Because you are what you eat? In other words,
disobedience will result in a separation from 'Elohiym, and man will be
accountable to choose between good and evil, and because of his now fallen
nature, he will generally choose evil over good. This will perpetuate entropy
and the eventual extinction of man. So what does YHWH do? He loves man.
So, to sustain man, He gives him instructions or laws, not only for man but for
all of His creation. All of creation is created by Torah and sustained by Torah.
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All mankind will come from Adam, a fallen creature, sustained only by laws.
But how is man reconciled back to YHWH if we all break those laws? How
could man ever be redeemed? Well, not by the law. Why? Because law,
instructions contained within the Word, was not designed to redeem man, but
rather to create, sustain, and prosper man. When YHWH's instructions are
obeyed, they separate and distinguish the obedient from the disobedient. The
instructions in Shemot (Exodus) 19 separate YHWH's people as a peculiar
treasure above all other people. In Devariym 30, it prospers and causes long
life to those who obey. In Devariym 11, it blesses the obedient and curses the
disobedient. All mankind was created by law, and blessed or cursed by it.
Since commandments do not redeem man, YHWH had to redeem him
another way. By grace! If man rejects grace, then he is by nature under the
law. All mankind is under law until placed under grace by faith. YHWH's
teaching and instruction (Torah) produced creation and sustains creation. The
grace of YHWH through faith redeems man back to Him. His grace redeems
man to Him, but will not sustain him unless faith is acted upon through Torah.
Torah will sustain man but will not redeem him back to YHWH. Two systems
with two different functions. With this in mind, we will now cover all ten verses
in which the term under the law is applied.

Romans 3:9-19 "What then? Are we better than they? No, in no way: for we
have before proved both Jews and Greeks, that they are all under sin; as it is
written, There is none righteous, no, not one: there is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of
the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulcher; with their tongues they
have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips; whose mouth is full of
cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction and
misery are in their ways; and the way of peace have they not known. There is
no fear of God before their eyes. Now we know that whatever things the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law, that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God."
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Many times I have heard these verses used to show the condition of Israel, as
they are under the law and we (the church) are under grace. But this series of
verses begins by stating that all are under sin, Jew and Gentile. All of these
verses point to the condition of all of mankind, and that when the law speaks it
speaks to every mouth, and that all the world is guilty before YHWH. The law
tells us that we are all guilty before YHWH. The law in verse 20 teaches us
what is right and wrong. We all are guilty of breaking the law, so we are all
doomed unless YHWH provides another way to be redeemed. When we are
placed under grace by faith, the law still teaches us what is right and wrong.
That is its designed function and its lawful use (1 Timothy 1:8). To be under
the law is to be without grace and therefore subject to the law, and therefore
guilty. There is no teaching here that law was for Old Testament Jews or that
they were redeemed by it. Remember that when Sha'ul (Paul) taught, the
Bereans checked out everything he spoke by searching the Tanakh that these
things were so. There was no New Testament to verify his words.
Romans 6:14-16 "For sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye are not
under the law, but under grace. What then? Shall we sin, because we are not
under the law, but under grace? God forbid. Know ye not that to whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are whom ye obey, whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness."

Verse 14 is probably quoted more often than not to explain the doctrine that
Yeshua' died to free the church from the Old Testament laws. This is absurd
and what I call cradle hermeneutics. This discussion is one of hundreds of
places where a working knowledge of Hebrew idiom and expressions are
imperative to understanding the text. But even without that knowledge, you
will begin to see that the focus of the next two chapters is the old man of
Romans 6:6. Sha'ul begins chapter 6 by telling his listeners, both Jew and
Gentile, that they are now dead to sin in verse 2.
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This was accomplished by identification with the baptism of Yeshua', which
was the death of the sinful nature, the body of sin, also called the old man.
Here, the body of sin was crucified, not the law. If you are not under grace,
then you only have law which produces sin when disobeyed. You then
become a servant to sin and under it's dominion. Not because you obey it, but
because you do not obey it. It becomes your only master. This old man is the
old nature, the Adamic nature. In Hebrew thinking, it is called the yetzer hara,
or the evil inclination. This old man must serve the law because he has no
other master, and therefore he is under the dominion of sin because he
breaks the law. In other words, he is using the law for what it was not intended
to be used. It is said that the English phrase "my old man", referring to a
woman's husband, comes from this term. In other words, she is referring to a
husband that she can never please. So the context here is the crucifying of
the old man or the body of sin, and therefore being "dead to sin". In verses 11
through 13 Paul teaches us not to let sin reign in our mortal bodies anymore.
Remember sin, in 1 Yochanan (John) 3:4, is transgression of Torah. He also
tells us that we are to yield our bodies as instruments of righteousness unto
YHWH. When we get to verse 14 we see that being under the law is
synonymous with being under the dominion of sin, not Torah.

Again, Torah teaches us what sin is, i.e. Torah is not sin. To be under grace is
to be a servant of that which is righteous and that you are now freed from sin
(Romans 6:18). We have the power to serve YHWH now rather than sin.
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In chapter 7, Sha'ul begins by telling us that he is now addressing those who
know Torah. To these brethren, it would consist of written and oral Torah,
which is a subject for another time. He says, "Know ye not, brethren (for I
speak to them that know the law), how that the law hath dominion over a man
as long as he liveth?" He is going to relate this teaching now to those who
understand the culture. He then begins by using a story common in Jewish
parables. "For the woman who hath an husband is bound by the law to her
husband as long as he lives; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from
the law of her husband." Torah teaches that a marriage contract is forever or
until her husband dies. The law states that when she chooses to marry a man
that she must stay married to whom she chose. The law also states that when
he dies she is freed from him. Now who is the man? The law? NO!
Paul just explained to us in
chapter 6 that the old man is
the body of sin. So, let's
interpret the parable as
understood by the ones who
knew the law. The husband
is the body of sin, under the
law, which can never be
pleased. According to the
law, she must stay married
to him. If she tries to marry
another, i.e. grace, while
still married to her first
husband, the body of sin,
she is an adulteress, for
she cannot serve two
masters. If she, according
to the law, dies to sin, i.e.
the old man dies, then she
is free to marry another.
The law, when disobeyed,
is a curse and produces
the body of sin, an old
man which can never be pleased. To be under the law is to
be without grace and under the constant dominion of sin, the old man. In the
entire context of Romans 6 we see that there is no teaching here that the
Jews were under law and now the church is under grace. Clearly we are all
under the dominion of sin until we accept His wonderful grace. I see only two
ways to go. If one rejects grace then he is under the law and bound by it. If,
however, law was designed to save anyone, then there would be no need for
grace.
Next week, we will continue this exposition for the remaining eight verses in
which the term under the law is applied.
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Part Two
We were continuing our study of being under the law. This is an important
subject to me. I believe that it is a foundational phrase used by modern
Christian teaching that has ultimately led to the current moral collapse of our
culture. As I have stated, there are ten occurrences of this phrase in the New
Testament. We have covered three, (Romans 3:19, 6:14-15) and now we will
go to a slightly different context in 1 Corinthians 9:20. First, keep in mind that
Romans 3 and 6 showed us two clear insights. We are ALL under the law until
we are under grace, and to be under the law is to be under the dominion of
sin.
In 1 Corinthians 9:19-22, we have the popular Sha'uline (or Pauline ha ha)
discourse concerning his desire to be all things to all men that he might by all
means save some. This alone has been used erroneously to justify immoral
behavior by some, but that is not really our purpose here. We need to go back
to verses 19-21 for our study. Here is how the narration goes:
1 Corinthians 9:19-21 “19 For though I am free from all men, yet have I
made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 20 And unto the
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under
the law, as under the law, not being myself under the law, that I might gain
them that are under the law; 21 To them that are without law, as without law
(being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ), that I might gain
them that are without law."
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Sha'ul begins by stating that he is not controlled or led by any man, but rather
he is a servant to all men that he might gain them. His purpose is to win their
trust. He will do this by empathizing with them. He will approach them from
their perspective and from their point of view and needs. This in no way
teaches that he will take on their behavior or even mystically become them.
This is verified by his first statement: "to the Jews I became as a Jew". Sha'ul
states emphatically many times that he is a Jew, or that he has remained a
Jew. So he certainly did not become a Jew to win the Jews. He also does not
equate the Jew as being the one under the law. This statement is listed
separately. These statements cover various situations that Sha'ul, in his
ministry, confronts. Sha'ul obviously does not run away or shy away from
anybody. He strives to understand a persons circumstances.

He is not teaching that he becomes a drunk with the drunks in order to save
the drunks, but rather he will not turn away from the drunk because he is a
drunk. So Sha'ul will minister to the drunk from the drunk's world. He will
minister to the Jew from his world. He will confront those under the law from
their mind set, considering their way of thinking and their kinds of problems.
Remember that those who are under the law can be Jew or Gentile and have
chosen to reject God's gift of grace, and chose rather to remain under the
dominion of sin because they cannot keep the law. Sha'ul is not under the law
because he has confronted the Messiah and has seen his condition and has
received His grace. He is unabashed in his zeal to win those who are without
the law, who do not know the law for whatever reason. Then he says, "being
not without law to God, but under the law to Messiah." This is somewhat
difficult to understand for Sha'ul has used a double negative here. Sha'ul is
simply stating that he is not outside the true Torah of God, which is under the
law of the Messiah. Perhaps better stated is that he is not subject to the letter
of the law but the spirit of the law. The letter and spirit of the law is a very
Hebrew concept that I will explain later. Sha'ul then becomes as weak to
those who are weak.
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This, I believe, is a reference to those addressed in Romans chapter 14:1-12.
All Sha'ul is saying here is that he is a witness of the Messiah to all, no matter
what there condition. These passages do not teach that Jews are the ones
under the law, or that being under the law means obeying Torah.

It is now time to address a few of the tough ones. The majority of the
occurrences of this phrase are in the book of Galatians. I want to set a basic
foundation for the phrase before we get to these very misunderstood verses.
First we must keep in mind to whom Sha'ul is addressing his concerns. He is
writing to Gentile believers who have been deceived by some Jewish
believers into believing that works of Torah are required to enter the kingdom
of God or to stay in the kingdom of God. Sha'ul reminds them in the beginning
of Galatians chapter three that they did not receive the Spirit of God by works
of Torah and they will not keep the Spirit by works of Torah. Torah is not and
has never been designed to justify man before God, but rather, faith justifies
man before God. Sha'ul goes on to say that if man were justified by Torah
then he would have to continue in all things which are written in Torah which
man cannot do (Galatians 3:10-12). Remember that if you reject God's grace
then you are under the law and subject to the law. Sha'ul explains that the law
then becomes a curse rather than it's intended blessing. Devariym
(Deuteronomy) chapter 11 tells us that if you obey the law then you are
blessed and if you disobey you are cursed. So the law is a curse only when it
is disobeyed. If entrance into the kingdom of God is dependent upon our
obedience to the law, which none of us keep, then we are all cursed and
doomed. This we have seen in Romans chapter three and will see again in
the latter part of this discourse.
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Sha'ul is re-teaching, if you will, these Galatian believers what God has done
for them, and not only them but Sha'ul himself. In verse 13 Sha'ul tells us that
we are all redeemed from the curse of the law, remembering that the results
of our inability to keep the law is the curse of the law. In verse 14 he tells us
that what happened to Abraham has now come upon the Gentiles, that the
promise of the Spirit is by faith. He then reminds us that this promise was
made to Abraham and his seed, and that there is only one seed. Sha'ul then
expounds on the fact that the inheritance of this seed comes, not by the law,
but by faith, and that the law was given because we sin. The seed is received
by faith. For Abraham, it was through the promise of the Messiah. For all Old
Testament believers, it was through the promise of the Messiah.
For Sha'ul and us it is through the same seed fully manifested, i.e. Yeshua'
the Messiah. To only those of the seed were the promises made, and there is
only one seed. There cannot be one way of salvation for the Jew and another
way for the Gentile, for there is only one seed and one way, by faith in the
Messiah. For the Old Testament saint it is through the promise and for us it is
the fulfillment of that promise. We are all kept under the law until faith comes.
Verse 22 concludes that all are under sin and that the promise by faith of
Yeshua' the Messiah would be given to those who trust. Sha'ul then states
that before faith came, we were kept under the law, until faith is revealed.

Sha'ul is not teaching that all Jews were kept under the law until Jesus came,
but rather we are all under the law until faith comes, and that the law is our
schoolmaster that points us all to that faith or the promise of that faith. Torah
teaches us all what is right and what is wrong.
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It shows us our sinful nature and our need for the deliverer. Sha'ul is saying
here precisely what he was teaching in Romans chapter 6. If you have not
received God's grace then you are under the law. If you are striving to keep
the law then the law will teach you that you need the Messiah. It will point you
to Him and show you your desperate need for Him and your complete inability
to do it yourself. Nowhere in these passages does Sha'ul teach that Torah has
been cancelled or even temporarily suspended. He teaches its purpose only.
If I am relying on obedience to Torah to receive the inheritance then faith has
not come to me.

This is not hard to understand if we keep in mind that being under the law is
being under the dominion of sin, and being without His grace. Sha'ul takes up
a lot of scripture time discussing this subject, yet it is the most taken for
granted doctrine in all of the New Testament. There is a very fine line between
being under the law and obeying the law. Sometimes it seems like an
oxymoron. In 1 Corinthians 9:19, Sha'ul makes a casual statement relating to
this very thing. He says, " For though I am free from all men, yet have I made
myself servant unto all ..." He is free from them yet he is a servant to them, as
well. Remember that Sha'ul taught us in Romans 6 that we have been set free
from the body of sin so that we can be servants of righteousness. Only Torah
determines what is righteous.
Next time we will spend a considerable amount of space discussing Galatians
4:1-7. These verses will make a lot more sense when seen from Sha'uls
culture and not a Greek one.
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Part Three
I have given a lot of thought to the last section of this subject. Now that we
have a basic understanding of what it means to be under the law I think we
can wrap up this last session very quickly so we can get on to some more
provocative subjects. Galatians chapter 4 begins with a very misunderstood
thought process, the concept of adoption. This is intimately related to our
current subject so I do not want to gloss over it. I have decided to talk about
this next time. Our concern for now, however, is to remain focused on whether
the believer is under the law.
In Galatians chapter 4:5 it states,
"To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons."
This verse says no more or no less about what it means to be under the law
then what we have seen all along. Anyone who strives to please God or be
reconciled to God by obedience to commandments is under the law and
needs to be redeemed. Old Covenant and New Covenant believers must be
redeemed the same way. BY THE BLOOD!
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As long as anyone desires to remain under any legal system of any kind,
whether God's law or Roman law or natural law, they are under a curse
because of their inability to keep it and the blood of the sacrifice is of no use
to them. As I have shown so many places, Sha'ul has taught us that we are all
under a curse, we are all under the law, and we all need to be redeemed.
Only then can we call God, Father, Abba. So, once again, there is absolutely
no teaching here that Yeshua' died to end God's instructions for mankind, only
that those instructions were not designed to redeem man, but to guide man, to
teach him what is right and good and what is not. The new man or the inner
man that Sha'ul refers to is guided by trusting faith in the Messiah to listen to
Him, follow Him and obey Him that the outer man may live long and prosper.
Without that inner trust in God, man aimlessly obeys rules that eventually lead
to rationalizing away the very words that are designed to guide him. This is a
very real part of the history of Judaism.
Their lack of trusting faith in
God eventually led to
manipulation of His word and
the casting away of YHWH's
real intent or spirit as well.
Without the power of God
(Ruach HaQodesh - Holy
Spirit) man has no ability to
sustain his relationship with
Him. The "rules" (Torah)
soon become a burden
rather than a joy and man
drifts away, soon followed
by generations of faithless
children.
Galatians 4:21-31 teaches
us this very same principle. Struggling to
obey God without the benefit of His presence produces that body of sin that
Sha'ul talked about in Romans 6. This places a person in constant bondage,
never coming to trust in God and to rely on His power and righteousness.
Sha'ul begins this short lesson by assuming that the reader is not only familiar
with the story of Hagar and Ishmael, but has knowledge of scriptural
interpretative methods. In this case he uses a midrash, which is translated as
allegory in the English. Midrash draws a personal, moral or ethical meaning
from the text. Sha'ul is going to teach us from Genesis chapter 21 how to
understand his constant attempt to explain under the law. In verse 24 he
states that there are two covenants, one from the Mount Sinai, bearing
children of bondage, who is Hagar.
"For this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which
now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is
free, which is the mother of us all".
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"Jerusalem from above" is the other covenant. As a sidebar, notice where
Mount Sinai is. It is not in what we call the Sinai peninsula, but in Arabia. We
will save that for another time. Now for a brief review of the Hagar story.
Abraham and Sarah are given instructions by YHWH that Sarah will bear the
child of promise to Abraham. All they had to do was trust in God and take Him
at His word. But nooooh, they had to take it in their own hands (or works) and
go to Hagar for the promised child instead of trusting YHWH. Now Hagar was
a servant given to Abraham to serve him. She was not the means by which
the promise was to be fulfilled. Hagar's purpose was to serve Abraham and
Sarah. So Abraham goes to Hagar to fulfill the promise and ends up
producing a child that will forever stalk his people and keep them in bondage.
Why is Hagar like Mount Sinai?
Because the place where the
law was given was precisely
that! The law was given to
Israel at this place. It's
purpose was to serve, not to
be served. It is a separate
covenant. Notice in Shemot
(Exodus) 19:12, that no one
was allowed to go up to the
Mount or even touch it! Israel
was not to be redeemed by
going to the Mount, but
rather through faith. The
design has always been that
way. Contained in the law
was the instructions for
being redeemed, by
sacrifice of the innocent,
through the blood. YHWH
gave Israel the law after He
placed them under His
wings and brought them
unto Himself in Shemot
19:3-4. No one can come to
God by going to Mount
Sinai, anymore than the
promise to Abraham could be found by going to Hagar. If your
redemption is reliant upon your own works then you will forever be in bondage
to those works because you will constantly fail. If you trust wholly in YHWH to
give you His promise by trusting that He can, then he will give you His
promise. He will also provide you with His covenant at Mount Sinai, which
when obeyed will cause you to be a peculiar treasure unto Him above all
people. However if you desire to come to Him by way of Mount Sinai, a mount
He does not even want you to touch, then you will become a servant of Mount
Sinai and forever in bondage.
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The rest of this midrash is also very thought provoking, but my purpose is to
teach what under the law means. One more thought about Hagar. If Abraham
and Sarah would have trusted YHWH and waited, then Hagar would have
continued to be Isaac's servant rather than the other way around. Please take
the time to ponder all this. Sha'ul is continuing to teach that if the law is used
lawfully then it blesses, if it is used unlawfully then it curses (1 Timothy 1:8-9).
Our last use of this phrase is in Galatians 5 verse 18.
"But if ye be led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law."

The works of the flesh are analogous to being under the law. Remember that
the works of the flesh is the old man of Romans chapter 6 that we discussed
earlier. The old man is without the presence of YHWH and only produces the
body of sin. It is not guided, directed, sustained or led by the Spirit of God. It is
on its own and can never please. According to Romans 6:14 it is under the
dominion of sin because of disobedience. When you are led by the Spirit of
God, then He guides you, through His instructions (Torah), to do what is holy
and righteous and you do not serve the works of the flesh, which Sha'ul lists
in verses 19 through 21.
I would like to close this section on this phrase by making a few comments
about the difference between the letter of the law and the spirit of the law.
These two expressions are very well known in Rabbinical circles.
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According to sages who lived before Yeshua', when the Messiah comes, He
will interpret the Scriptures for us, and He will even interpret the spaces
between the letters! What does that mean? The ancient Jewish teachers
revered the words of God much more than we in this culture can conceive.
The universe and all that is in it was created by the 22 letters of the Hebrew
alphabet, the Aleph-Tav. These letters, through the very breath of YHWH,
created all that is.

Aleph

א
ת
Tav
This is also verified in Hebrews 11:3 and many others places in Scripture.
These letters that created were held together by YHWH Himself. He was the
space between the letters. His Spirit holds all things together. After 'Elohiym
rested, creation was considered to be held together by the perpetual reading
and doing of Torah.
It was taught that if there ever came a time when Torah was not taught or
performed that the universe would cease to exist (melt away with a fervent
heat?!). We know by New Testament revelation that it is Yeshua' Himself that
holds all things together, for He is the very Spirit of Torah (Colossians
1:16-19). In Hebrew thought, the letter of the law is simply letters on
parchment. The letter of the law is Torah without the Spirit. The spirit of the
law is Torah engulfed by the Spirit. This is why in 2 Corinthians 3:17, Sha'ul
concludes by stating, "Now YHWH is that Spirit; and where the Spirit of
YHWH is, there is liberty." According to verse 6 of that same chapter it is the
Spirit that gives life to Torah, otherwise it is only letters on paper and can
never give or sustain life. Can you see this? Can you seriously study all these
passages and still conclude that Yeshua''s death ended God's instructions?
Do any of these lessons of Sha'ul teach that the commandments of God
ceased to exist today?
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I hope and pray that these past few lessons have given some insight into this
commonly abused expression. The law of YHWH is good, set apart, righteous
and true, and is a blessing if it is obeyed and a curse if it is not. The law is
similar to a sharp knife. If it is used for what it was designed for, it will serve
you. If it is used to murder, then it will be the most damning piece of evidence
to stand against you. As believers we should be saying, "YHWH help me to
understand through your word how to obey you instructions and prosper."
Instead we are teaching that these instructions are simply not for us. In the
past few years a popular acronym has become a part of speech. It is WWJD! I
would pray that we would all keep in mind that this does not mean What
Would Jesus Say, but What Would Jesus do!
Next time we are going to address the issue of adoption in some depth to
finish up this series on what it means to be under the law. And remember,
cling to your roots that your days may be prolonged in the land that YHWH
has given you.
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Adoption of Sons
One of the most provocative teachings of Sha'ul (Paul) is found in the first part
of chapter 4 of the book of Galatians. Galatians - you know, that book that
everybody quotes to support their premise that Paul's words have trumped
our Savior's word. Sha'ul's comments concerning the adoption of sons have
their context back in the last part of chapter 3. The teaching of the
schoolmaster is directly connected to the heirs according to the promise and
to the adoption of sons.

According to the Scriptures, the parents are designed to teach the children. In
the hoity-toity, high-browed Greek culture, a paidagogos, or schoolmaster,
was hired to teach and transport the young boys (pais) and girls to public
teaching arenas, from where we get our modern day public school system.
Once the young boy or girl reached a certain age, they were able to transport
themselves to and fro. Sha'ul uses these customs to teach the background of
what it means to be a Son of God. Once a young boy was shown the whats
and hows by the schoolmaster, he reaches a point where he is able to do
things on his own. He is no longer under the schoolmaster. This human
example is also taught by Sha'ul, using the agricultural principles of how seed
works. According to Bere'shiyt (Genesis) 1:11 the seed (faith, Messiah) is in
the fruit (Torah, schoolmaster). When the fruit is produced, the seed is
contained in the fruit. The purpose of the fruit is to propagate the seed. Once
the seed is received, it can now produce its own fruit, which will in turn contain
the same seed, and the process goes on and on. This is one reason why
Sha'ul talked about the seed more than any one single individual.
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In the Hebrew culture of Scripture, the parents were responsible for the
children and their education. The instructions (Torah) of our Master were
taught to the children by the parents. Before a boy was called a son, he was a
na'ar, a yeled, or even an 'oleyl in Hebrew. This is comparable to our words
child, infant, lad or even babe. In the Hebrew and Greek culture, a boy, until
he reaches a certain age, listens to and learns from his tutor/parent like any
other child. In Hebrew they are called 'oleyl or na'ar, and in Greek they are
called nepios or pais. When a nepios/pais reaches a certain age, they
sometimes go through a ceremonial process of becoming a "son." Some
cultures call this the age of accountability; in Israel it is called a bar mitzvah.
Son is ben in Hebrew and huios in Greek. Hosea expresses this difference
very clearly.

Hoshea (Hosea) 11:1 "When Israel was a child [na'ar], then I loved him, and
called my son [ben] out of Egypt."
In Shemot (Exodus) 4:22, YHWH calls Israel His firstborn. He treats the whole
nation as one man. I believe this same concept was spoken of Yeshua' as
well.
Yesha'yahu (Isaiah) 9:6 "For unto us a child [yeled] is born, unto us a son
[ben] is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace."
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I submit that two different prophecies are revealed here: That He would be
born (yuled) a child (yeled) unto us, but a son (ben) would be given unto us. I
see a very clear reference to a crucifixion here that only a son (ben) could
fulfill.
Yochanan (John) 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life."
I also believe that Yeshua' was not considered a "son," per se, until Luke
2:41-50. There are some very provocative words used here that are designed
to point us right to what today is called a bar mitzvah.

Luke 2:41-50 "Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of
the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem
after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they
returned, the child [pais] Yeshua' tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and
his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the
company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and
acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back again to
Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found
him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and
his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy
father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that
ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? And
they understood not the saying which he spake unto them."
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As far as we can verify historically, the liturgy and customs of today's modern
bar mitzvah are hard to trace to the first century, but anthropologists have
found that most cultures have a so-called rite of passage or something similar,
with a ceremony attached to it. It is understood that some of the customs and
liturgy of today can indeed be traced back long before the first century. Some
of these customs are revealed in this narrative. First of all, most cultures
deemed a boy to have become a man at or around twelve to fourteen years of
age. Modern Judaism uses the completion of the thirteenth year plus one day.
Not all bar mitzvahs are the same. There is much difference in style, but all
contain some of the same customs, especially in closer knit Orthodox
communities.
The boy will be the right
age. His parents are to be
present. He will be called
up ('aliyah) to read the
Torah portion for that
time. When he is
finished, he will be called
a
"son
of
the
commandments," and
the father will bring forth
or present his son to the
congregation. The son
will now be responsible
for himself, and is
expected to follow in his
father's trade.
The text in Luke
bothers to tell us what
time of the year this
took place, and how old
Yeshua' was. This is not the time nor place to do the
detailed study of when Yeshua' was conceived and born, but suffice it to say
that the same writer, Luke, gives us the answer by giving the details of
Yeshua''s relationship with Yochanan the Immerser (John the Baptist).
Yeshua' was conceived during the Feast of Dedication (Chanukah), and born
during the Feast of Booths or Tabernacles (Sukkot). This puts Yeshua's age
around 12½ years old in this narrative. Why tell us how old He was? We know
that Yoseph (Joseph) and Miriam (Mary) are with Him. When they leave,
Yeshua' stays behind, and they assume that He is with everyone else.
When they return, they find Him sitting among the elder teachers, and were
astonished at His wisdom and understanding. They asked Him what he was
doing, as they were in sorrow at not being able to find Him. And Yeshua'
stated almost verbatim the conclusion of a bar mitzvah. "Did you not know
that I would be about my Father's business?"
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They did not understand, because Yoseph's business was a carpenter.
Yeshua' however was saying that He was about The Father's business. He
has become, if you will, a Son of the Father. Later on, the true Father will
present His Son publically by introducing Him as His beloved Son. Yeshua'
will continue to say that He is following in His Father's business.
Yochanan 3:35 "The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his
hand."
Yochanan 5:20 "For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things
that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye
may marvel."
Yochanan 15:16 "All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I,
that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you."
Luke 10:22 "All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he
shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you."
Let's address the context
now of Sha'ul's teaching
in Galatians 3:26-4:7.
Sha'ul ends chapter 3 by
stating that we are all
sons of God by faith in
Messiah Yeshua', and
that if we are Messiah's,
then we are Abraham's
seed and heirs according
to the promise. Now
remember that the last
words of Yeshua' to His
disciples, in Mattityahu
(Matthew) 28:19-20,
were to go unto all
nations teaching them
to observe "whatsoever
I h a v e commanded
you." The heirs are
likened unto children
growing up.
Galatians 4:1-3 "Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child [nepios],
differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors
and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we
were children, were in bondage [doulos, servants] under the elements of the
world:"
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When we are children, we obey because we are told to. We are no different
than a servant. But there will come a time when the child (nepios) will become
a son (huios). Sha'ul uses the example of God's own Son, if you will, to
illustrate the process we go through.
Galatians 4:4 "But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law."
In the life of a child, which is the context of these passages, there comes a
time when the child is brought forth as a son. The Son, Yeshua', was brought
into existence through a woman, just like we are; He was brought up under a
schoolmaster, just like we are.
Luke 1:80 "And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the
deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel."
When Yeshua' grew up, He
was no longer under his
parents tutelage, but He kept
all the commandments
because that is what He was
taught. So He is found
teaching among the
teachers. The proverbist
refers to this same idea
when he says to train up a
child in the way he should
go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it. This
is the purpose of the
schoolmaster. When we
are a child, we obey our
parents because we have
to. Even though their rules
are to train us when we
are older, as a child we do
not understand this. When
the fullness of time has
come and we are no longer under our parents' rule, and
yet we continue to imitate our parents, we are truly sons and daughters, and
are no longer children. Because Yeshua' is our walking example, when we
follow in His footsteps, we too are now "sons of the commandments," no
longer under the tutelage of our schoolmaster, and we can now produce our
own fruit. You and I are now able to cry out, Abba, Father!
Galatians 4:5-6 "To redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father."
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Once again, the context here is the comparison of a child (nepios) with a son
(huios). A child is under the responsibility of a parent (Hebrew) or
schoolmaster (Greek) until the time has come for them to fly out of the nest,
so to speak. Now they are placed as a son, and have all the responsibility and
inheritance of a son. Remember, Abraham is our model.
The English word adoption is
the Greek word huiothesia, or
literally to place as a son. In
context here, it is the
culminating process of a child
becoming a son. In verse 1,
the heir is a nepios, but when
the fullness of time was come
he becomes a huios. Because
we follow the Messiah,
because we are placed in
Messiah, now we, too, are
sons of God. Since Yeshua' is
the only begotten Son of
God, then we must be in Him
in order to be sons of God.
It might be added that the
custom of inheritance is that
my father passes on his
inheritance to me. If I am a
child still at home, still under
the schoolmaster, I am an heir, but through my youth
and lack of maturity, I cannot receive my inheritance. In other words, I am no
different than a servant. But when I continue in my father's instructions and
then I am placed as a son (bar mitzvah), I am now not only an heir, but can
potentially receive my inheritance. This is the subject of the prodigal son.
Luke 15:11-12 "And he said, A certain man had two sons [huios]: And the
younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living."
The younger son was of age to go out on his own, and was able to request his
inheritance first. Of course, he did not follow the instructions of his parents
(schoolmaster), and soon found that his way was not producing much fruit. As
a matter of fact, he found himself more of a servant now than he did when he
was just a child. He went back to where he came from, and the father treated
him once again like a son. In short, a son is one who reflects the image of his
father. A son is one who takes the trade of his father and passes it down to his
son. Now I can be about my Father's business.

Shalom Alecheim!
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SH’MA

A Hebraic Concept
That Everyone Can
Embrace
36

Revised and illustrated
from the original article
written by William G.
Bullock, Sr.
For more information, please contact Mr. Bullock at his email:
rabbisson@cableone.net

37

Even though we live in an English-speaking country in the 21st Century, the
ancient Hebrew word sh’ma is one with which most of us have some minimal
familiarity.

שָׁמַע
This is true largely because adherents to one of the three great religions of
the world – Judaism – recite each day, at least twice a day, an affirmation of
faith called “the sh’ma”1. This affirmation of faith, which predates both
Christianity and Islam, is the cornerstone of monotheism, or belief in one God.
But the word sh’ma is not just the title of an affirmation of faith spoken by
Jewish people. It is one of the most frequently recurring words found in the
Bible. It is therefore a word – or more particularly, a concept – that is of
critical importance to the spiritual journeys of all people who seek to know the
God of the Bible.

What does an ancient Hebrew word or
concept have to do with the personal
spiritual lives of persons living today?
Virtually all the revelation of the Bible was recorded by persons whose native
language was Hebrew. The recipients of Biblical Revelation thus thought and
spoke not in English [which did not even exist as a language at the times of
the revelation of Scripture], or even in Greek, but in the framework of the
Hebrew language.

1

This affirmation of faith is as follows: “Sh’ma Y’Israel Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai
Echad”. This is roughly translated as: “Hear O Israel! The LORD our God, the
LORD is One!” This affirmation is traditionally followed by the prayer or blessing:
“Baruch shem k’vod malchuto la-olam va’ed”. This is roughly translated as: “Blessed
be His Glorious Name for ever and ever!”
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Even the apostolic writings of the B’rit Chadashah [New Testament], though
they have been preserved for us only in Greek translations, were, scholars
are beginning to discover, likely originally penned in Hebrew – and represent
Revelation from God to the Hebraic mindset and in the Hebraic way of
understanding God, the Creation, and the relationship between man and the
Word of God.
If, therefore, we desire to interact with the God of the Bible, while we may
legitimately begin with our English translations, we will – or should – when
searching out what our English translations really mean, and determining how
they apply to us, always wind up back in the Hebraic conceptual framework in
which all Scriptural revelation had its genesis.
Since God chose to speak His revelation in Hebraic concepts, it behooves us
to try to understand it in the light of those concepts.

It is in that spirit that this article is written.
The Hebraic concept of sh’ma constitutes a primary thread running through
not only the Torah [the first five books of the Bible], but also the writings of the
Prophets of Israel, the writings and histories of the kings and sages of Israel,
and the apostolic writings most of us know as the “New Testament”.
One of the dramatic and definitive usages that has historically been
recognized and studied is the very passage in the book of Deuteronomy from
which the Jewish affirmation of faith bearing the name sh’ma is taken. It is
that passage of Holy Scripture at which I will begin.
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What is the context of Deuteronomy
Chapter 6?
The Book of Deuteronomy was penned by Moshe [a Hebrew man most
English-speakers know as “Moses”]. Deuteronomy is a compilation of the
God-inspired utterances spoken by Moshe to the generation of Israelites
whose parents followed Moshe out of Egypt at the time of the “exodus” –
along with a “mixed multitude” of non-Hebrews who joined themselves with
the Israelites voluntarily as they left Egypt.

These utterances constitute farewell instructions and exhortations to the
generation of Jews and non-Jews which had blended together under the
teaching of God as revealed through Moshe, and which, so united, would
actually enter into and possess the land flowing with milk and honey.
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Deuteronomy Chapter 6 opens Moshe’s second, and most detailed, teaching
of the generation destined to enter and possess the Land of Promise.
In this chapter, Moshe explains, in passionate language, what was to be the
abiding and over-riding principle of the lives of the people who would enter the
promised realm of God.
That principle is stated beautifully, yet succinctly, in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, which
has been translated into modern English as follows:

Hear [sh’ma] O Israel!
The LORD our God, the LORD is One!
You are to love the Holy One Your God,
With all your heart,
With all your soul,
With all your mind.
Set these words, which I command you this day,
upon your heart.
Teach them faithfully to your children,
Speak of them as you sit in your home,
And as you walk by the way,
When you lie down,
And when you rise up.
Bind them as a sign upon your hand,
Let them be a symbol upon your hand,
Let them be a symbol before your eyes.
Inscribe them on the doorposts of your house,
And on your gates.
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What does “sh’ma” mean?2
The word sh’ma, sometimes interpreted in our English Bibles as “listen”, or
“hear”, or “hearken”, and sometimes as “obey”, actually means each of the
above and much more. This is because Hebrew thought and language sees
a thing from seed form all the way through full maturity and ultimate state.
Hebraic thought, particularly ancient Hebraic thought, is thus as different from
Western thought as a snapshot of you is different from a full-length movie of
your life.
A Western person has a snapshot mentality. He looks at anyone or anything
and takes a “snapshot” – he looks at this moment, and whatever appears
before his eyes at that specific moment, becomes, in his mind, reality.

2

The word shin, mem, ayin transliterated into English as the word sh’ma, is Strong’s
Hebrew 8085. It is a primitive verb root pronounced “shaw-mah”. The definitions
given by Strong’s include: “to listen to, to give heed to, to hear with attention or
interest, to consent or agree, to yield to, to obey or be obedient to, to regard, to
respond to [as summons], and to cause to hear [to publish]. This primitive root is,
according to Strong’s, found 1, 159 times in the Hebrew text of the Tanakh,
commonly referred to in Christian circles as the “Old Testament”.
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English language expresses this Western viewpoint. Hence, the English word
“listen” means only “pay attention” [snapshot mentality].
The Hebrew word sh’ma, on the other hand, means “listen, and pay full
attention, as if your life depended on it …

And, once you have paid attention,
And have heard what is said,
Begin immediately to incorporate what has been
said into your life,
And adapt every aspect of your thought life,
speech, and conduct to what you have heard,
And begin to mediate on and memorize it,
And teach it to your children,
And walk it out tangibly so as to demonstrate it to
the world.
Until you, and the world around you, is transformed
into the image of the words you hear.

Where and how is the “sh’ma” concept
introduced in the Bible?
The first chronological instance of the Hebrew word sh’ma in Biblical usage is
found in Genesis 3:17, where Adam is said to have sh’ma’d what his wife
said, as a result of which he ate from the tree about which the Holy One had
given the instruction not to eat.
Adam did not just listen and hear and develop an intellectual understanding of
what Chava [Eve] had said – he adopted her statement as true, and let it
completely change his way of thinking, his way of relating to Creation, and his
behavior.
Adam sh’ma’d Chava [Eve] … totally disregarding the instructions for life the
Holy One had given him.
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We are to sh’ma the Holy One the way Adam sh’ma’d Chava [Eve]!
The first instance in which the Holy One is recorded as giving to a man the
instruction to sh’ma is found in Genesis 21:12.
Genesis 21:12 “12But God said to Abraham, Do not be distressed over the boy or
your slave; whatever Sarah tells you, do as she says, for it is through Isaac that
offspring shall be continued for you.”

There, the Holy One told Avraham to sh’ma everything Sarah was to tell him
concerning Ishmael [Avraham’s son through Hagar, Sarah’s Egyptian maid].

According to Torah, Avraham did just what the Holy One said.
He sh’ma’d Sarah, and forthwith took Hagar and Ishmael out into the desert
and abandoned them forever, believing The Holy One’s Promise:
•

That it was through Yitschak, not Yish’mael, that God’s Promises
would be fulfilled, and,

•

That the Holy One had another plan for Yish’mael, that required that
he and Yitschak be separated.

Note how hearing God’s Instruction led not only to believing, but also to acting
in a manner consistent with the word spoken.
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Let us consider one more Biblical usage of the word sh’ma – this time a
negative one.
In Exodus 7:3-4, the Holy One says to Moshe, concerning Pharaoh:
“Even though I will increase My Signs and Wonders in the land of Egypt,
Pharaoh will not sh’ma you!”
Pharaoh would not do to Moshe’s words what Adam did to Chava’s [Eve], or
what Abraham did to Sarah’s. Pharaoh would not let the words of Moshe
change his perspective, his way of thinking, or his actions.
Let us not be like Pharaoh!
As can be seen from these examples, the sh’ma principle makes everything
about the life of the hearer turn, or hinge, on the words of the speaker.
To sh’ma is not just to listen, or hear, or even to comply with what is said – it is
to go beyond those things, and to unconditionally surrender to the speaker.
Once the submission occurs, the words of the speaker become to the hearer
more important – and indeed more real and more powerful – than anything
else in the world.
So strong is the power of the sh’ma response that the words spoken can
immediately displace in the hearer all previous notions, attitudes, priorities
and beliefs, and can override even the hearer’s natural affections and
appetites.
When the words spoken are those of the Holy One, they are infused with the
same Creative power with which He spoke all things into existence. They
literally become, to one who sh’ma’s, the driving and defining force of life –
the reason for life, that which gives meaning and purpose to life.
The Holy One’s words thus become the determining factor in who we will
become – because they become the determining factor concerning what we
will – and will not – think, speak, and do.
•

People who sh’ma do not live by reason or by emotion.

•

They do not live by instinct or by responding to stimuli.

•

They do not live by outwardly conforming to a set of rules or
traditions, or by adapting [consciously or unconsciously] to social
expectation and customs.

People who sh’ma live, instead, by the Creative Power of the Voice of God …
to which they sh’ma.
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Did Messiah Y’shua acknowledge the sh’ma
concept in His Teaching?
The teaching of Deuteronomy 6:4-9, quoted previously, which is almost
universally known simply by the title “the sh’ma”, was expressly confirmed by
Messiah Y’shua as the single most important guiding and defining principle of
the life of all Redeemed persons of all generations.
In Mark 12:28-30, we find this dramatic and under-publicized affirmation by
Y’shua:
One of the Torah-teachers came up and heard them [Y’shua and some of the
“Sadducees” who had come to question Him concerning His interpretation of
the Torah] engaged in this discussion. Seeing that Y’shua answered them
[the Sadducees] well, he asked him, “Which is the most important mitzvah
[covenant provision calling for action or abstinence] of them all?” Y’shua
answered, “The most important is, ‘Sh’ma Yisrael, Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai
Echad [Hear O Israel, the Holy One our God, the Lord is one], and you are to
love Adonai your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your understanding, and with all your strength”.
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The sh’ma concept, is, thus, shown by Y’shua not to be Israel’s life principle
only. It is, according to Y’shua, to be reflected in the lifestyle of all who follow
Messiah Y’shua – from whatever nation or people group they may come.
Want more proof? Have you ever noticed that our English renditions of the
teachings of Y’shua are replete with references to hearing, listening, and
obeying – the exact English words by which the Hebrew word sh’ma is
translated?
Almost certainly the concept Y’shua was expressing in such passages as:
Luke 8:8 “8 … He called out, He who has ears to hear, let him be listening and let
him consider and understand by hearing!”
Revelation 3:20 “20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears and
listens to and heeds My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will eat
with him, and he [will eat] with Me.”
John 10:27 “27 The sheep that are My own hear and are listening to My voice; and I
know them, and they follow Me.”

… represent His usage of the concept embodied in the Hebrew word sh’ma.
This explains what we read in I John 3:24:
“Those who obey [sh’ma] His Commands [the mitzvoth] remain united with
Him, and He is with them.”

Why does our response to the Word of
God not always include all aspects of
the meanings of sh’ma?
The sh’ma lifestyle involves having a listening ear – an “ear to hear” – that
hangs on every Word spoken by the Holy One as a drowning man would hang
on to a lifeline in order to be rescued.
That should start in motion a chain reaction process in our lives, culminating
in our lives being conformed to the Word we have heard.
What should this process look like?
Let me illustrate with the following “flow chart”, incorporating the different
sequential aspects of the Hebraic concept of sh’ma.
To sh’ma means at least nine things, as follows:
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1.

To hearken, pay full attention to, the Voice of the
Holy One.

2. To hear fully the words He speaks – not just what we

want to hear.

3.

To accept as true, and as good and beneficial, the
Words we have heard.

4. To meditate on the Words we have heard from Him,

and their implications to our life.

5.

To discontinue thought-patterns, speech-patterns,
associations, and behaviors inconsistent with the
Words we have heard.

6.

To incorporate the Words we have heard into our
conversations.
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7.

To begin, in baby steps at first, to implement the
Words we have heard by concrete actions.

8.

To keep pursing the implementation of the Words
we have heard by more and more specific and
frequent behavior until the Words become a part of
who we are.

9.

To teach [by modeling and verbal instruction] our
children, and any other persons God my place in
our lives, the practical application of the Words we
have heard.3

Why does this not always occur?4
Because, at each stage of the foregoing “flow-chart”, our free will entitles us, if
we so desire, to choose an “exit” ticket rather than proceed to the next step of
sh’ma-ing.

3

The nine stages of the sh’ma process enumerated here are roughly equivalent to the
listing of actions one is told to take with regard to the Holy One’s Words and
Instructions in Deuteronomy 6:5-9. The author believes that the actions described in
verses five to nine of Deuteronomy 6 are given by the Holy One to demonstrate the
“lifecycle” of the Word of God in one who sh’ma’s. The end result of the Holy One’s
Word is thus shown to be comparable to the description of the Seed which falls on the
“good ground” in the Parable of the Sower, as told by Y’shua in Matthew 13. The
Seed [which is the Instructions and Teachings of the Holy One – His Torah] does not
produce a hundred-fold crop [or a sixty-fold or a thirty-fold crop] immediately, but
does so progressively. The process of going from seed, to sprout, to shoot, to leaf, to
blossom, to kernel, to head, and so forth, is the process of going from “listen” through
the various listed stages above to “do”, and “teach”, and beyond.
4

It is certainly not because of any deficiency or lack of power in the Holy One’s
Words. Romans 9:6. His Word is fully capable of making us “new creations” in
accordance with His Divine Plan. Isaiah 55:10-11.
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And, at each “exit” passageway, voices other than the Holy One’s call out to
us to jump off the “flow chart” to what they promise as “freedom”.
At each possible exit passageway, the serpent’s call can be heard,
whispering, “Did God really say … ?” Joining the chorus are well-meaning
acquaintances – even people we love and respect – scoffing and saying:
•

“Don’t be a legalist”,

•

“That’s not for today”,

•

“We’ve been set free from ‘the Law’”,

•

“You are in deception”,

•

And so on.5

And they are very persuasive. And the Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.
So what is the antidote to the serpent’s poison?

God’s Antidote to the Poison of the
Serpent.
The Scriptural antidote to the poison of the serpent which threatens to
interrupt the lifecycle of sh’ma is the related Hebrew concept of sh’mar. In
Hebrew script, to make the word sh’mar one merely replaces the letter ayin at
the end of sh’ma with a resh [r].

5

I believe that the “flow chart” of sh’ma as stated in the foregoing portion of the text,
is the dalet, resh, chet sofit [Hebrew word transliterated as derek, and pronounced
deh-rek, Strong’s Hebrew 1870 meaning the “way” or “prescribed path” of the Holy
One for His People]. See Genesis 18:19, where the LORD speaks to Abraham, saying
“He will direct his children and his household after him to keep the derek [way,
prescribed path] of the LORD by doing what is right and just …”. I believe that there
are two primary exit passageways from this derek: one to the left [toward lawlessness]
and one to the right [towards legalism]. Voices call from both the left [to unbounded
“freedom” which in reality is the ultimate form of bondage] and to the right [to
approaching the Torah as a list of do’s and don’ts which are seen as finite and external
only]. Both kinds of voices, if heeded, have the effect of interrupting the “flow chart”
referenced above and aborting the fruit of sh’ma-ing the Words of the Holy One.
When one departs from the derek to the right or to the left, it is as if that one, who was
planted by the rivers of living water [Psalm 1:2-3] becomes uprooted from that Divine
state of blessing and productivity by one of the voices of Psalm 1:1. The voice that
uproots may be that from the “counsel of the un-Godly [lawlessness]” from the “seat
of the scornful [legalism]”, or from the “way of the sinner [flagrant rebellion against
the way of the derek of God as spelled out in His Torah]”. The effect in each case is
the same.
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The word sh’mar is usually translated by Bible translators as “keep” or
“observe”6, but this is misleading.
To sh’mar is not to legalistically or
ritualistically perform deeds, as our English words “keep” and “observe” have
come to imply. To sh’mar is to prize, treasure, cling to, stand watch over, and
safeguard as a sacred trust.

To sh’mar a Word spoken by The Holy One therefore means to prize,
treasure, cling to, stand watch over and safeguard as a sacred trust The Holy
One’s words and instructions for life above everything else – and in defiance
of all voices which call us to us at the various exit passageways of the sh’ma
“flow-chart”.

6

The Hebrew word is shin, mem, resh, a primitive verb root transliterated into English
as sh’mar, and pronounced shaw-mar [Strong’s Hebrew 8104]. It is used over four
hundred times in the Hebrew texts of Scripture. The definitions assigned to this word
by Strong’s include: “to keep, to guard, to observe, to give heed to, to have charge of,
to keep watch over [as one would a ward], to celebrate, to attend, to bodyguard, to
defend, to hoard, and to act as a watchman concerning something”. For example see
Genesis 2:15 [first usage], Exodus 31:13, Leviticus 18:4, Deuteronomy 11:8, Psalm
119:44, and Daniel 9:4. It is almost certainly the Hebrew word sh’mar which is
translated into Greek as tereo [Strong’s Greek 5083], transliterated as tereo,
pronounced tay-reh-o, and which is assigned the following meanings by Strong’s: “to
attend to carefully, to take care of, to guard, to keep one in the state in which he is, to
observe, to continue in, to undergo, and to keep watch or guard over, so as to preserve
intact, a precious thing”. Tereo is the word Greek versions of the Gospel of Yochanan
[John] employ when quoting Y’shua to say “If you love me, keep [tereo – treasure,
cling to, and so forth] the Commandments [mitzvoth] as I taught them to you”. John
14:15.
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What would it look like if someone we knew sh’ma-d and sh’mar-d The Holy
One’s Words in a Hebraic way?
Let’s see how these Hebrew concepts would look in real life application today.
To sh’mar would mean, among other things, we would prize and treasure the
Holy One’s words more than we prize and treasure spending time with our
friends, more than keeping in fashion or listening to [or playing] music, or
watching or participating in sports, or reading business journals or going to or
renting or talking about movies, or watching television, or even engaging in
satisfying “ministry”.

It would mean making His Words the primary focus of one’s thought-life,
conversation, and goals in life.
Now, let’s put the sh’ma and sh’mar concepts together.
To sh’ma would mean doing whatever He has instructed us to do, and not
doing whatever He has instructed against.
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To do so in accordance with the sh’mar concept would mean that our
motivation would be pure. In other words, we would do the things He says to
do, and refrain from doing the things He says not to do, not in an effort to “win
His favor” [we already have that], or in order to achieve “righteousness” in the
eyes of man, but out of a mixture of awe and passionate love of Him and in
full faith and trust that what He says is good.
We would sh’ma because we accept that whatever the Holy One has
instructed us to do is the best possible thing we could do, and that whatever
Torah formed the foundation of all Messiah’s teaching, let us look at how He
viewed and approached Torah.
He has instructed us to avoid or resist is the worst possible thing for us –
because, after all, He knows more about us, and what is good [and bad] for
us, than we do.

What would be the result of applying
the sh’ma and sh’mar concepts in our
lives?
It would mean we would consciously, and daily, put on ourselves, and model
for all to see, His “garments of righteousness” [the mitzvot7 – the so-called
commandments and ordinances of Torah].
It would also mean we would begin to participate in His Divine dramas [the
Moed’im – Biblical festivals which each demonstrate a different aspect of His
redemptive plan] in the way He has prescribed in order that the world may
observe and understand Him and His goodness.
Ultimately, I believe, it would mean we would be conformed, progressively,
over time, into the image of Messiah Y’shua – the embodiment of the Torah.

7

The Hebrew concept of mitzvot [plural form of the noun mitzvah] is badly
misunderstood by English-speakers, largely as a result of its frequent translation into
our Bibles as “commandments”. The more accurate translation would be instructions,
or teachings. The idea being demonstrated is the beneficent education and training of
an apprentice by a master – not the legal dictates of a sovereign state. While God’s
mitzvot are certainly more than “suggestions”, they are more creative and beneficial in
purpose and effect than mere laws [a stop-sign for instance, or a speed limit] – and
they have no loopholes.
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Did Messiah’s approach to the Torah
demonstrate the sh’ma and sh’mar
concepts?
Since Messiah did not consider the Torah as a finite set of rules to follow – a
legal code of conduct. He spoke against all who seek to approach Torah in
such a way in biting terms. Matthew 23:1-33. He denounced those who tried
to reduce the Torah of God, as given through Moshe, to a legal code, as sons
and associates of the serpent, ha-satan. In Matthew 23:33, He called such
persons “serpents”, and “sons of serpents”.
Messiah did not consider the Torah to consist of 613 [or two, or any other
number]8 of rules which, followed to the letter, resulted in righteousness.
Messiah approached the Torah instead as something infinite, a tangible “door”
to an intangible world. What does that mean, you ask?
Think of Torah as a house containing many rooms, each one expressing an
aspect of the heart and personality of the Holy One – as rooms of your home
express not only your interests and your values, but also your personality.
Each room in the Father’s House has a “door”, or point of entry. That point of
entry is the instruction itself – the carefully chosen specific words of the
instruction or commandment. The instruction itself is tangible, and capable of
literal interpretation and literal performance. This literal level interpretation
and performance, however, is not the goal [Greek telos – see Matthew 5:17]
of the instruction – it is only the doorway, or passageway through which we
pass in order to pursue the goal.

8

The popular Christian theory that Y’shua somehow replaced the Torah of Moshe
with just two commandments [1. Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your strength; and 2. Love your neighbor as yourself] is just
as erroneous as the theory advanced in some circles of Judaism that the Torah can be
reduced to 613 commandments. Both theories put God in a box, attempting to make
His supernatural teaching and instruction in righteousness “manageable” by human
beings. Both “the way of the two” and “the way of the 613” exalt human
understanding [the human definition of “love”, on the one hand, and 613 rules defined
by humans on the other hand], over the manifold Wisdom of God. His Ways are
intentionally made “higher than our ways” [Isaiah 55:8-9], and incomprehensible to
the natural man [1 Corinthians 2:1-15], because He – and His Word – are infinite, not
finite, or in any way “manageable”. He wants us to sh’ma His Words – and let them
transform us into their image; out flesh, on the other hand, wants to either ignore the
Holy One’s words, rebel against them, or reduce them to meaningless, standardless
“mush” [the way of the two], or to a checklist of do’s and don’ts [the way of the 613]
that keeps us so busy that we can ignore the God Who spoke the Word altogether.
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Messiah Y’shua considered each Torah instruction such a doorway, with the
voice of the Holy One on the other side calling “come in, enter this door, and
discover not just a door, but a room behind the door, where you will – if you
explore carefully, and seek with all your heart – both find Me and learn My
heart and My personality”.
So, when Messiah taught Torah in the Sermon on the Mount, He taught us not
to just stand in the “doorway” of an instruction like “do not murder”, and
congratulate ourselves that we have never, to date, personally blotted out the
life of another human being.

Messiah taught us to look not just at our actions, but our words, and even to
our thoughts 9, in regard to other people.

9

The progression of thought [sin in seed form] to word [sin in sprout form] to action
[sin in mature form] is a well-understood Biblical concept. See Genesis 4:7 and
James 1:13-15. It is the fact that the Word of the Holy One is infinite, and can
therefore deal with sin in seed, sprout, and mature form, and at all stages in between,
that makes it so powerful, and proves that It is in face the Word of God, and not mere
wisdom literature conceived by men. If the operation of the Torah of God is reduced
to dealing only with actions [the way of the 613, as described in the foregoing
footnote], or to dealing with only thoughts and motivations [the way of the two, as
described in the foregoing footnote], it is robbed of its intended supernatural effect.
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Messiah taught us to go inside the room behind each Torah “door”, to the
place [which varies from season to season and year to year] where the Holy
One’s words shows us the difference between that which is soulish and that
which is spiritual in us, and makes us aware of the difference between
interacting with the Holy One as we have done and becoming one with Him as
He created us to do.
This is why the writer of Hebrews stated:
“The word of the Holy One is alive! It is at work and is sharper than any
double-edged sword – it cuts right through to where soul meets spirit and
joints meet marrow, and it is quick to judge the inner reflections and attitudes
of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12.
Messiah, using the specific mitzvot of murder, adultery, divorce and vows as
examples, instructed us how to sh’ma to the Voice which calls to us from
behind each “door” of Torah, “come, My Beloved”.

Messiah taught us not to just stand at the doorway, and read the sign on the
door, assume we know the height and depth and breadth of the room, and
move on.
He taught us to follow after the Voice, and search out the goal and purpose,
and depth, and breadth, and the height, of each particular instruction, to seek
an understanding of the reason for it and the implications of it, and thereby to
discover the heart of the One who spoke it.
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Of course, one can respond to the Voice behind the door in three ways:
•

Ignore that Voice,

•

Resist that Voice,

•

Surrender to His Will, and allow himself to be drawn by that Voice
into the secret chambers of The Holy One.

Messiah challenged us to sh’ma to that Voice behind the door, and follow It as
the sheep follow their shepherd.
If, as Messiah taught, one approaching an instruction of Torah allows oneself
to be drawn into that instruction by the Voice of the Holy One, and enters with
wide-eyed, child-like wonder into the room beyond the door of the carefully
selected wording, and starts looking around at the architecture and the
pictures on the wall, each instruction of Torah becomes an infinite realm of
Spiritual Ascent into the Presence of the Holy One.

This is because each individual instruction of Torah has something designed
into it by the Master Architect, which, if we will sh’ma to the Voice behind the
“door” of that instruction, and if we will sh’mar it, will pierce our soul, and free
us from some aspect of soulishness.
“You have heard it said … ”, Messiah always began His teaching on specific
instructions, “ … but I say unto you.”
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It is not just what you have heard said [the carefully chosen and eternally true
words of the instruction in question], but what He wants to “say unto you” [the
revelation of the Holy One’s heart which lies behind the actual words] that will
pierce soul and spirit, dividing joint and marrow, and judge the inner
reflections and attitudes of the heart.
We are not just to read an instruction as it is written on the page of our Bibles.
We are to open the doors of our hearts to that instruction, and surrender to its
Author – and then let Him search our hearts and change us.

The Operation of An Ancient Hebrew
Concept – Illustrated by a Computer
Program?
Many of us who use computers have purchased a software program for our
computers called “Norton’s Disc Doctor”. The purpose and function of this
program is to search our computer’s hard drive [or any disk we may be using]
for “bad blocks” – places on the drive or disk where some damage has
occurred that endangers future performance.
If I run this program on my hard drive or a disk, if a “bad block” is present
[even if it is not causing any obvious problem at the moment], the program will
cause a screen to appear on my monitor describing the problem and asking if
I want to “fix” the problem, “continue”, or “quit application”.
This is not unlike what the Spirit of the Holy One does when we run a Torah
instruction “program” on our hearts, by not only reading and studying a
instruction as it is written, but surrendering to it, and letting it examine our
attitudes, motives, priorities, prejudices, thoughts, words, and behavior
patterns.
If we allow the Spirit to search our lives long enough, applying against our
actions, words, thoughts, motives and attitudes the truth and the reality behind
the instruction we are studying, the “bad blocks” in our souls will be
discovered. The Spirit, using the instruction in question, will advise us to “fix”
the problem – but will give us the choice of continuing or quitting the
application. We can, at that point, “quit application” if we wish. No one will
know – for now – but the Holy One and ha-satan.
Torah is not Law, but the Teaching of a Caring and Benevolent Master.
Messiah’s teaching and example of how to approach Torah is to be the Way,
the Truth, and the Life for us, His talmidim [followers and disciples].
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The Torah is not to be “law” for us, because every law is finite, and
necessarily has loopholes and exceptions. The Torah is infinite. Each
instruction in the Torah means what is says – it is literal – but it also means
much, much more! The Voice calls us to come closer, to “launch out into the
deep” and to enter willingly into the realm of the much, much more.
“Sh’ma, Yisrael!” can therefore appropriately be paraphrased: “Come closer!
Come into the King’s chambers!” It is there, in the King’s chambers that the
circumcision of the heart, which is the object of the Torah, occurs.
When I say that each instruction is infinite, the “house” analogy as previously
described in this article falls a little short, so let me add to it. Imagine that
each room in the house has, somewhere in it, a secret passage that leads into
an ocean so deep one could never get all the way to the bottom without
running out of air and having to return to the surface.
That picture describes, as well as I know how, the infinite aspect of each
instruction of Torah.
Do you think Messiah exhausted all the Spiritual Truth behind “you will not kill”
in Matthew 5:21-26, or that He explored all the Spiritual Reality underlying
“you will not commit adultery” in Matthew 5:27-32?

No, Beloved. He merely scratched the surface, in order to give us a few
examples of what we will find in the first few layers of Spiritual Truth and
Reality which lay behind the literal wording of those instructions.
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You see, each instruction is God-breathed, and is therefore as infinite in
scope as is the Spirit of the Holy One.
This means that there is no way humanly possible to “fulfill” any of it. If it were
possible for us to fulfill it, a finite legal code of conduct would be all He gave
us.
Fortunately, giving us a legal code was never the Holy One’s intention. His
intention was not that we utilize the Torah as a master “righteousness
checklist”, on which we mark off that which we have performed satisfactorily
from our [or someone else’s] human perspective.
He designed the Torah as something infinite to which we will, out of love for
Him and trust in His absolute goodness, unconditionally surrender.
Once the surrender takes
place, the point is to push
through, each time one
opens the door of the
instruction, the threshold
of pain [where the
recognition and fixing of
“bad blocks” takes place],
and begin at that point to
let the Spiritual Truth and
Reality underlying the
instruction do internally
whatever creative work
the Holy One is then
desiring to do.
Can we, or should we
worry about, “fulfilling”
the instructions of
Torah?
No, Beloved. That’s the
serpent’s way – the
“checklist” mentality of
legal codes and
organized religion.
“Fulfilling” instructions is
Messiah’s business, not yours or mine. We are
merely to submit ourselves to each instruction across which our Torah study
brings us, and move our pride and our stubborn wills out of His way so He can
use each instruction as He designed, as sculptor’s tools to mould us into what
He created us to be.
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See Jeremiah 18:1-4 and Isaiah 64:8. We won’t get there this Torah cycle, or
in the one we’ll begin on the next Simchat Torah, or in any we will ever begin
or conclude.
We will not get there, Beloved, because that is not the objective.
The objective is not to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge.
The objective is to walk in the Garden with the Holy One, responding to His
Voice and fulfilling His purposes as did Adam and Chava [Eve] before the Fall.

May you hear His Voice …

And may you sh’ma!
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Blessing
Torah
Legalism

... or curse?
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Written by Roly Buys.
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Blessing vs. Curse

?
A number of issues are raised every time this argument is brought up as a
defense of a particular point of view.

What are the issues?
Law or dying to sin,
vs.

Grace or anti-Law.

And
Works,
vs.

The liberty to do as you will.
Underlying this is then the issue of blessing vs. curses.
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The two points of view [belief systems] are the opposite sides of the same
coin.
On the one side …

Sin is paid for.

On the other side
…
Messiah lives in
us, allowing us to
love and agree
with the Torah
[Law].

Y’shua did it all for us. We accept God’s Grace as sufficient. We no longer
live with a mind of flesh, but a mind controlled by the Spirit. We die to sin.
We can’t add to God’s Grace. However, we need to live a life of obedience to
His Will.

Y’shua revealed His Name and Purpose to His disciples. What is a disciple?
A disciple is a student of discipline.
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•

Foundation One.

We are saved by grace.
John 3:16 “16 For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even]
gave up His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings
to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal
(everlasting) life.”
John 1:14 “14 And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate) and
tabernacled (fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; and we [actually] saw His
glory (His honor, His majesty), such glory as an only begotten son receives from his
father, full of grace (favor, loving-kindness) and truth.”

•

Foundation Two.

We have Good News.

John 3:17-18 “17 For God did not send the Son into the world in order to judge (to
reject, to condemn, to pass sentence on) the world, but that the world might find
salvation and be made safe and sound through Him. 18 He who believes in Him [who
clings to, trusts in, relies on Him] is not judged [he who trusts in Him never comes up
for judgment; for him there is no rejection, no condemnation—he incurs no
damnation]; but he who does not believe (cleave to, rely on, trust in Him) is judged
already [he has already been convicted and has already received his sentence]
because he has not believed in and trusted in the name of the only begotten Son of
God. [He is condemned for refusing to let his trust rest in Christ’s name.]”
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•

Foundation Three.

Obedience to God’s Commandments [Torah] written onto our hearts is
evidence of salvation.
John 3:19-20 “19 The [basis of the] judgment (indictment, the test by which men are
judged, the ground for the sentence) lies in this: the Light has come into the world,
and people have loved the darkness rather than and more than the Light, for their
works (deeds) were evil. 20 For every wrongdoer hates (loathes, detests) the Light,
and will not come out into the Light but shrinks from it, lest his works (his deeds, his
activities, his conduct) be exposed and reproved.”

Our deeds are exposed by the Light and Truth of the LORD.
John 3:21 “21 But he who practices truth [who does what is right] comes out into the
Light; so that his works may be plainly shown to be what they are—wrought with God
[divinely prompted, done with God’s help, in dependence upon Him].”

Those obedient to God’s Commandments [Torah] are willing to be transparent
and therefore can live a life in terms of …
John 8:36 “36 So if the Son liberates you [makes you free men], then you are really
and unquestionably free.”

Those who continue to practice disobedience and evil continue in darkness
and are NOT set free.
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•

Foundation Four.

How do we know who are the children of God and who are the children of
satan?
•

Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness. That is, they are not
obedient to the Commandments of God.

•

Whosoever loves his brother, follows the Commandments of God in
obedience and has the “seed” of God in him, and strives to live the
lifestyle of Y’shua, the Perfect Fulfillment of the Torah.

1 John 3:9 “9 No one born (begotten) of God [deliberately, knowingly, and habitually]
practices sin, for God’s nature abides in him [His principle of life, the divine sperm,
remains permanently within him]; and he cannot practice sinning because he is born
(begotten) of God.”

•

Foundation Five.

What is repentance [t’shu’vah]?
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Repentance has a number of “steps”:
•

Recognize wrongdoing.

•

Remorse – feel the consequence of the negative action.

•

Repent [decide to change] and devise a pattern of action that is
renewed.

•

Restitution [ask forgiveness of fellowman].

•

Restoration [make right].

•

Blood of the sacrifice is a seal of the atonement.

•

Foundation Six.

Animal blood was not a permanent atonement, nor could the blood of the
animal change the inner man. These were mere foreshadows pointing to the
coming Fulfillment of the “Law” [Torah] by Y’shua the Perfect Lamb.

Messiah has redeemed us from the curse of the Law, this is the consequence
of eternal death.
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Galatians 3:13 “13 Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] from the curse
(doom) of the Law [and its condemnation] by [Himself] becoming a curse for us, for it
is written [in the Scriptures], Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (is crucified);”

But …
We have been given a love for the Truth by grace. We are still under the
moral law of the Commandments.
Romans 7:7 “7 What then do we conclude? Is the Law identical with sin? Certainly
not! Nevertheless, if it had not been for the Law, I should not have recognized sin or
have known its meaning. [For instance] I would not have known about covetousness
[would have had no consciousness of sin or sense of guilt] if the Law had not
[repeatedly] said, You shall not covet and have an evil desire [for one thing and
another].”

•

Foundation Seven.

We are saved by grace to do good works.

Ephesians 2:8-10 “8 For it is by free grace (God’s unmerited favor) that you are
saved (delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ’s salvation) through
[your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [of your own doing, it came not
through your own striving], but it is the gift of God; 9 Not because of works [not the
fulfillment of the Law’s demands], lest any man should boast. [It is not the result of
what anyone can possibly do, so no one can pride himself in it or take glory to
himself.] 10 For we are God’s [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ
Jesus, [born anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined
(planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we
should walk in them [living the good life which He prearranged and made ready for
us to live].”
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Obedience does not save you, but obeying the Commandments is evidence
of our salvation.
James 2:17-20 “17 So also faith, if it does not have works (deeds and actions of
obedience to back it up), by itself is destitute of power (inoperative, dead). 18 But
someone will say [to you then], You [say you] have faith, and I have [good] works.
Now you show me your [alleged] faith apart from any [good] works [if you can], and I
by [good] works [of obedience] will show you my faith. 19 You believe that God is one;
you do well. So do the demons believe and shudder [in terror and horror such as
make a man’s hair stand on end and contract the surface of his skin]! 20 Are you
willing to be shown [proof], you foolish (unproductive, spiritually deficient) fellow, that
faith apart from [good] works is inactive and ineffective and worthless?”

Those who hear [sh’ma], do, and teach others to keep the Torah
[Commandments] are great in the Kingdom.
Matthew 5:19 “19 Whoever then breaks or does away with or relaxes one of the least
[important] of these commandments and teaches men so shall be called least
[important] in the kingdom of heaven, but he who practices them and teaches others
to do so shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
Romans 2:13 “13 For it is not merely hearing the Law [read] that makes one righteous
before God, but it is the doers of the Law who will be held guiltless and acquitted and
justified.”
John 14:15 “15 If you [really] love Me, you will keep (obey) My commands.”

See also 1 Corinthians Chapter
13.

Conclusion.
Clearly God:
Has offered us salvation by
grace,
And expects us to live a life of
obedience to His Torah and
Commandments.

But …
Man adds his own rules.
Isaiah 29:13 “13 And the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near Me with their
mouth and honor Me with their lips but remove their hearts and minds far from Me,
and their fear and reverence for Me are a commandment of men that is learned by
repetition [without any thought as to the meaning],”
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A life of lawlessness – rejection – of God’s Commandments covered under
the word of grace is nothing less than commandments of men by their mouth
and lips only. Our goal should be to be like our Messiah, Y’shua. The One
Who has fulfilled – not taken away – the Law, and has made a perfect
example for us.

1 John 5:18 “18 We know [absolutely] that anyone born of God does not [deliberately
and knowingly] practice committing sin, but the One Who was begotten of God
carefully watches over and protects him [Christ’s divine presence within him
preserves him against the evil], and the wicked one does not lay hold (get a grip) on
him or touch [him].”

God defines who are worthy to be His people:

Those who love Him – accept Him by faith,
And,

Those who keep His Commandments and walk in His
Ways.
Exodus 20:6 “6 But showing mercy and steadfast love to a thousand generations of
those who love Me and keep My commandments.”
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Nehemiah 1:5 “5 And I said, O Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God, Who
keeps covenant, loving-kindness, and mercy for those who love Him and keep His
commandments,”
Revelation 14:12 “12 Here [comes in a call for] the steadfastness of the saints [the
patience, the endurance of the people of God], those who [habitually] keep God’s
commandments and [their] faith in Jesus.”
Psalm 50:6-7 “6 And the heavens declare His righteousness (rightness and justice),
for God, He is judge. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 7 Hear, O My people,
and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify to you and against you: I am God, your God.”
Jeremiah 7:23 “23 But this thing I did command them: Listen to and obey My voice,
and I will be your God and you will be My people; and walk in the whole way that I
command you, that it may be well with you.”

We have been redeemed from the curse.

Before we start this study, we need to clear up some wrong translations of the
New Testament Scriptures. Every time the translators used the words “under
the law” or “the curse of the law”, we understood that it referred to all the
prescribed Commandments [Torah] in the Old Testament which was defined
as “works”. The Old Testament was seen as “working for your salvation”, and
the New Testament was seen as “living by faith”.
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This is a gross misunderstanding, as well as a mistaken
translation of the word “Torah”.
Galatians 5:18 “18 But if you are guided (led) by the [Holy] Spirit, you are not subject
to the Law.”
Galatians 5:4 “4 If you seek to be justified and declared righteous and to be given a
right standing with God through the Law, you are brought to nothing and so
separated (severed) from Christ. You have fallen away from grace (from God’s
gracious favor and unmerited blessing).”

We need to understand that if the above was true, then it means that Rabbi
Sha’ul [Paul] was teaching against the Torah. However, Acts Chapter 21 tells
us that Sha’ul lived his life according to the Torah, and encouraged others to
do the same.
We must understand that Galatians is not an anti-Torah viewpoint.
Galatians 3:21 “21 Is the Law then contrary and opposed to the promises of God? Of
course not! For if a Law had been given which could confer [spiritual] life, then
righteousness and right standing with God would certainly have come by Law.”

The Power New Testament translates
this verse:
“Therefore is Torah contrary to the
promises of God? God forbid! For if
Torah was given, that which was able
to make alive, in truth righteousness
would have been from Torah:”
The context of the letter to the
Galatians is that of justification by
faith. Paul was warning the believers
not to make a “Law” out of the Torah.
By turning God’s Teaching and
Covenant into a list of legalistic
laws, the Galatians were
abandoning the principle of justification
by faith, and resorting to justification by works.
They were using the Torah as a means of earning, meriting, or keeping the
eternal salvation which they had received by grace through faith in the
finished work of Messiah Y’shua. “Works of the law” is a phrase indicating a
man-made system of works, of which performance-based acceptance is the
core belief.

74

Galatians 2:16 should read …
“Knowing that man is not justified by the works of law but
through faith in Messiah Y’shua, even we have believed in
Messiah Y’shua, that we may be justified by faith in Y’shua, and
not by works of the law; since by works of law shall no flesh be
justified.”
Some of the Galatians thought that obeying the Torah – or any set of
standards for that matter – would cause them to receive their spiritual heritage
and justification before God. However, the moment a person believes that
obedience can secure righteousness, he has moved from the realm of grace
into that of works.
The blessings of God – he
thinks – are attainable as a
result of what he does.
Sha’ul on the other hand, says
that such a person has fallen
from the principle of grace to
the principle of “law”.
In
effect, when one believes
such an erroneous teaching,
the atonement accomplished
by Y’shua has no value for
him, since he is relying on
what he does instead of what
Y’shua did for him.
The teachings of the Torah
were never intended to be
used for such a purpose.
Eternal salvation is based
on receiving the Promises
of God, which are given by
grace to those who do not
deserve them. The only acceptable response to this grace is to receive it by
faith … rather than attempting to earn it by doing something.
If we obey the Torah in order to enjoy the blessings of the grace of God
received by faith, we are not “fallen from grace”. Rather, we are embracing
the grace of God for our lives. To live the Torah is to live our new creation life
in Y’shua. It is actually His Life in us – a life of grace and truth reflecting a
lifestyle of a royal priesthood, set-apart nation.
The Torah is God’s Revelation to those born of Him, concerning how they are
to act in line with the Truth of the Good News.
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Galatians 2:14 “14 But as soon as I saw that they were not straightforward and were
not living up to the truth of the Gospel, I said to Cephas (Peter) before everybody
present, If you, though born a Jew, can live [as you have been living] like a Gentile
and not like a Jew, how do you dare now to urge and practically force the Gentiles to
[comply with the ritual of Judaism and] live like Jews?”

Therefore … the Torah is still applicable today
… and will always be.
We must understand very clearly what stopped
at the Cross and what continued on after the
Cross.
For example, in the Book of Hebrews we learn
about the sacrificial priestly system. The death
of Y’shua was the final, once-for-all atonement
for sin, though His Blood, which was offered
on the altar in the Heavenly Tabernacle.
So, the correct translation of the words “curse
of the law” or “under the law”, would be
“legalism” or “works of the flesh” or “man-made additions” to the Word.
The allegory of Hagar and Sarah10.
Galatians 4:21-5:1 “21 Tell me, you who are bent on being under the Law, will you
listen to what the Law [really] says? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons,
one by the bondmaid and one by the free woman. 23 But whereas the child of the
slave woman was born according to the flesh and had an ordinary birth, the son of
the free woman was born in fulfillment of the promise. 24 Now all this is an allegory;
these [two women] represent two covenants. One covenant originated from Mount
Sinai [where the Law was given] and bears [children destined] for slavery; this is
Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is (stands for) Mount Sinai in Arabia and she corresponds to
and belongs in the same category with the present Jerusalem, for she is in bondage
together with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above (the Messianic kingdom of
Christ) is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written in the Scriptures, Rejoice, O
barren woman, who has not given birth to children; break forth into a joyful shout, you
who are not feeling birth pangs, for the desolate woman has many more children
than she who has a husband. 28 But we, brethren, are children [not by physical
descent, as was Ishmael, but] like Isaac, born in virtue of promise. 29 Yet [just] as at
that time the child [of ordinary birth] born according to the flesh despised and
persecuted him [who was born remarkably] according to [the promise and the
working of] the [Holy] Spirit, so it is now also. 30 But what does the Scripture say?
Cast out and send away the slave woman and her son, for never shall the son of the
slave woman be heir and share the inheritance with the son of the free woman. 31 So,
brethren, we [who are born again] are not children of a slave woman [the natural], but
of the free [the supernatural]. 1 IN [this] freedom Christ has made us free [and
completely liberated us]; stand fast then, and do not be hampered and held ensnared
and submit again to a yoke of slavery [which you have once put off].”

10

Revised and edited from one of the many footnotes in the Power New Testament, available
from the office.

76

Messiah set us free for the freedom from legalism, therefore we must stand
firm and not be subjected again to a yoke of bondage. At this point, we will
read the Scripture that is so commonly referenced on the subject of "can a
Christian be cursed?".

First we will look at it “out of context”, as many Christians do. Then we will
look at it in its context, exactly as it is written.
Galatians 3:13 “13 Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] from the curse
(doom) of the Law [and its condemnation] by [Himself] becoming a curse for us, for it
is written [in the Scriptures], Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (is crucified);”

The “out of context” view of this verse makes a presumption that no bornagain follower of Y’shua can ever be cursed because Messiah's sacrifice on
the cross automatically eliminated curses from the Christian experience. Oh
really?
Now, let's look at this verse, setting it in its context. First of all in Galatians
3:1, Sha’ul asks a question. Note, Rabbi Sha’ul is writing to believers –
followers of Y’shua.
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Galatians 3:1-2 “1 O YOU poor and silly and thoughtless and unreflecting and
senseless Galatians! Who has fascinated or bewitched or cast a spell over you, unto
whom—right before your very eyes—Jesus Christ (the Messiah) was openly and
graphically set forth and portrayed as crucified? 2 Let me ask you this one question:
Did you receive the [Holy] Spirit as the result of obeying the Law and doing its works,
or was it by hearing [the message of the Gospel] and believing [it]? [Was it from
observing a law of rituals or from a message of faith?]”

The Power New Testament translates this verse:
“O foolish Galatians, to whom before your eyes Jesus Messiah
was clearly portrayed as crucified, who bewitched you? Only
this one thing I wish to learn from you: did you take the Spirit
from works of legalism or from hearing in faith?”
Even today, we receive the Spirit by faith.
Galatians 3:3 “3 Are you so foolish and so senseless and so silly? Having begun
[your new life spiritually] with the [Holy] Spirit, are you now reaching perfection [by
dependence] on the flesh?”

Legalism equals works. Faith equals Spirit
and miracles.
Galatians 3:4-5 “4 Have you suffered so many
things and experienced so much all for nothing
(to no purpose)—if it really is to no purpose and
in vain? 5 Then does He Who supplies you with
His marvelous [Holy] Spirit and works powerfully
and miraculously among you do so on [the
grounds of your doing] what the Law demands,
or because of your believing in and adhering to
and trusting in and relying on the message that
you heard?”

Many people who say that a follower of Y’shua cannot be cursed because
they have faith, never prove their faith with miracles. In the Book of Acts, the
Scriptures declare that God approved Messiah's ministry with signs, miracles,
and wonders.
Acts 2:22 “22 You men of Israel, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a
Man accredited and pointed out and shown forth and commended and attested to
you by God by the mighty works and [the power of performing] wonders and signs
which God worked through Him [right] in your midst, as you yourselves know—“

God hasn't changed.
miracles, and wonders.

He still approves genuine ministries with signs,

Galatians 3:6 “6 Thus Abraham believed in and adhered to and trusted in and relied
on God, and it was reckoned and placed to his account and credited as
righteousness (as conformity to the divine will in purpose, thought, and action).”
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Flesh gives self-righteousness. Faith gives God-righteousness.
Galatians 3:7 “7 Know and understand that it is [really] the people [who live] by faith
who are [the true] sons of Abraham.”

The distinguishing characteristic of children of Abraham is that they have the
kind of faith that results in signs, miracles, and wonders.
Galatians 3:8 “8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify (declare
righteous, put in right standing with Himself) the Gentiles in consequence of faith,
proclaimed the Gospel [foretelling the glad tidings of a Savior long beforehand] to
Abraham in the promise, saying, In you shall all the nations [of the earth] be
blessed.”

Faith equals God's justifying, which means to make righteous.
Galatians 3:9 “9 So then, those who are people of faith are blessed and made happy
and favored by God [as partners in fellowship] with the believing and trusting
Abraham.”

Those who are of faith, not merely associated by birth as the Pharisees
believed, are the ones who have the blessings of Abraham. Verse sixteen
declares that the promises of God were made to the seed of Abraham, which
is Y’shua, and to all those who have faith in Messiah, like Abraham had faith.
One of the many powerful promises of God to Abraham, which believers with
faith today can also rightfully receive, is the blessing noted in Genesis.
Genesis 12:3 “3 And I will bless those who bless you [who confer prosperity or
happiness upon you] and curse him who curses or uses insolent language toward
you; in you will all the families and kindred of the earth be blessed [and by you they
will bless themselves].”

Notice this verse mentions both blessings
and curses. We are entitled, as heirs of
faithful Abraham, to have both of these
two parts by faith. Thus we have the
blessing that those who bless us will be
blessed. And we have the promise that
those who curse us will be cursed.
It is not up to us to curse others, or take
vengeance.
The New Testament
clearly teaches that we are to bless
those who curse us, and even pray for
those who despitefully use us. If we
are not sure if someone has blessed
us or cursed us, or if we are unsure
how to deal with a negative situation in
which someone has cursed us, we can
rely on God's promise in this verse.
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Believing and speaking the promise of Genesis 12:3 makes it much easier for
us to forgive and allow God to deal with the situation.
Galatians 3:10 “10 And all who depend on the Law [who are seeking to be justified by
obedience to the Law of rituals] are under a curse and doomed to disappointment
and destruction, for it is written in the Scriptures, Cursed (accursed, devoted to
destruction, doomed to eternal punishment) be everyone who does not continue to
abide (live and remain) by all the precepts and commands written in the Book of the
Law and to practice them.”

To stay out from under the curse of legalism requires faith. Faith proves itself
with results. Unbelief proves itself with problems, problems … and more
problems.

And when we walk away from faith, and thereby become subject to legalism,
we cannot do all that the Torah requires! No man has done this ever, except
Y’shua.
Galatians 3:11 “11 Now it is evident that no person is justified (declared righteous and
brought into right standing with God) through the Law, for the Scripture says, The
man in right standing with God [the just, the righteous] shall live by and out of faith
and he who through and by faith is declared righteous and in right standing with God
shall live.”

This verse speaks for itself. If you want to take something out of context, try
this verse!
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Galatians 3:12 “12 But the Law does not rest on faith [does not require faith, has
nothing to do with faith], for it itself says, He who does them [the things prescribed by
the Law] shall live by them [not by faith].”

This verse says "them," plural. We have only two choices: to live under
legalism and unbelief, or live in faith and have God's promises come to pass,
just as He said they will. And now, verse thirteen in context:
Galatians 3:13 “13 Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] from the curse
(doom) of the Law [and its condemnation] by [Himself] becoming a curse for us, for it
is written [in the Scriptures], Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (is crucified);”

Now let’s continue!
Galatians 3:14 “14 To the end that through [their receiving] Christ Jesus, the blessing
[promised] to Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, so that we through faith might
[all] receive [the realization of] the promise of the [Holy] Spirit.”

The promise of the Spirit is through faith, through Y’shua Messiah. We
receive blessings by faith. We receive curses under legalism, when we live in
unbelief.
Galatians 3:15 “15 To speak in terms of human relations, brethren, [if] even a man
makes a last will and testament (a merely human covenant), no one sets it aside or
makes it void or adds to it when once it has been drawn up and signed (ratified,
confirmed).”

Is it possible when we take verse thirteen out of its context that we become
guilty of disannullging or adding to it?
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Hebrews 11:6 “6 But without faith it is impossible to please and be satisfactory to
Him. For whoever would come near to God must [necessarily] believe that God
exists and that He is the rewarder of those who earnestly and diligently seek Him
[out].”

Under legalism – works of the flesh – we cannot please God because we
cannot have God's blessings. But by faith, God's promises become reality as
we walk forward with Him.
Mark 16:15-19 “15 And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach and publish
openly the good news (the Gospel) to every creature [of the whole human race]. 16
He who believes [who adheres to and trusts in and relies on the Gospel and Him
Whom it sets forth] and is baptized will be saved [from the penalty of eternal death];
but he who does not believe [who does not adhere to and trust in and rely on the
Gospel and Him Whom it sets forth] will be condemned. 17 And these attesting signs
will accompany those who believe: in My name they will drive out demons; they will
speak in new languages; 18 They will pick up serpents; and [even] if they drink
anything deadly, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they
will get well. 19 So then the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to them, was taken up
into heaven and He sat down at the right hand of God.”

Y’shua declared that the person
that believes and is baptized
shall be saved. Believing is what
we do with our faith. He that
does not believe shall be
damned. Verses seventeen and
eighteen say that signs shall
follow those that believe.
If we are not seeing signs,
miracles and wonders as part of
our faith walk, then we are not
of faith. If we are not of faith,
Galatians says that we are
under legalism.
If we are
operating under legalism, then
Galatians also states that we
are cursed.
Hello?
Why
should we try to make
excuses?
Let's get rid of our curses and
grow in faith, so that Y'shua’s
Great Commission can be fulfilled in our lives!
We are not trying to upset or discourage the level of faith people have. We
are simply endeavoring to encourage and challenge one another to grow in
the faith that has already been planted within us when we confessed Y’shua
Messiah as our Lord and Savior.
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