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Parashah Masa’ei (Stages)- week 44

STAGES OF YOUR LIFE
This portion is taken from Numbers 33:1-36:13; Jeremiah 2:4-28; James 4:1-12.
The portion covers the approximately forty years of journey through the wilderness.
Each place is mentioned—each period of time spent at that place recorded.
We do not read of every incident that took place, nor do we see recorded where each of
the older generation dies.
The question is—is this only about the recording of the physical journey, or is there a
deeper spiritual message, which talks to our life journey.
If so,
•

Are there milestones that you and I should be looking out for?

•

Are there transition ceremonies that we should do to empower us for the journey
onwards?

The image that springs to mind is the stopover at the spring at Eilim.
It is here where we realize two things:
•

There is water (a reflection of the refreshing that we get from the Torah, and the
purification that we get from the Mikveh).

•

There are dates (a reflection of the nourishment from the Word / Holy Spirit).
!

Exodus 15:27 They came to Eilim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm
trees, and camped.
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It seems that there are some critical lessons from this wilderness journey.
We are made to transition from one level to the next.
We are made to learn the lesson at each level comprehensively, so that we can function at
a higher level later on.
We are made to reach our full potential—the Promised Land. The following diagram
illustrates this transition from one stage to the next:

THE VARIOUS STAGES
The first three (3) stages that are debated below, can be compared to the various journeys
that are recorded from Numbers 33:5-36, from the town of Sukkot to the place called
Etzyon-Gever.
1. PREPARATION.
1sT STAGE Physical maturity.
We would describe this as the stage from baby / infant until the age of 13 years.
Physical strengh may not yet be at its optimun, but we would need to understand:
•

the concept of our own power,

•

our role as male / female,

•

the value of the other gender,

•

have a clear grasp of concepts of right and wrong, good and evil and,

•

accept that we are accountable to GOD (YHVH) for every single choice that we
make.

Young people need love , assurance, support in making the correct choices in life.
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1 Peter 2:2 and be like newborn babies, thirsty for the pure milk of the Word; so that by it,
you may grow up into deliverance. For you have tasted that ADONAI is good.
Importantly, we do not make every choice for them but allow thenm tro make mistakes , all
the while under our authority.
Romans 2:20 an instructor for the spiritually unaware and a teacher of children, since in
the Torah you have the embodiment of knowledge and truth.
We are able to do this because we set a example in the lifestyle role modeling.
Luke 12:48 However, the one who did what deserves a beating, but didn’t know, will
receive few lashes. From him who has been given much, much will be demanded — from
someone to whom people entrust much, they ask still more.

Ceremony of transition: Bar Mitvah
We have a ceremony that happens when a child (both female and male - at the age of
12/13) are accepted into the broader community as mature adults.
We call this the “taking on the Yoke of the Covenant” 1.
The parents would have taken the child through a detailed step-by-step process whereby
the child is exposed to the terms of the Covenant, to matters pretaining to relationships
with others (including the opposite sex), to life lessons on how to apply GOD (YHVH)’s
principles within the world of today.
IN SHORT – the meaning for today:
The now young adult will be able to accept
their part in the calling to be Priest in a Tabernacle of
Living Stones, worshipping GOD (YHVH).

1	
  Please	
  see	
  a	
  detailed	
  study:	
  Receiving	
  The	
  Yoke	
  Of	
  The	
  Kingdom	
  h@p://

www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=148
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2. VALLEY OF WHOLENESS (age 13-30)
The Valley of Wholeness consists of three (3) parts, although they are unique, it is also
true that there is a great level of inter-connectedness between the three.
a) 2nd stage physical maturity
We speak here about the physical growth that will continue until the age of about 18-20
years of age. The young man will develop muscles to perform hard work. The young
woman will develop the organs that will foster childbirth.
What we need to ensure is that a clear understanding of the limit of our strength is
developed, and the responsibility that rests upon us not to misuse our bodies in any way.
It is also the time to develop our sense of courage. Circumstances will present themselves
—for example, towards the end of the wilderness journey, the children of Israel were called
to engage in warfare.
b) Emotional maturity—the wall of pain.
While every intention is made to ensure emotional security / stability, the reality is that we
live in a broken world.
People hurt each other - mostly with words, but on occasion, also with physical brute force.
At this time, we need to be inward looking.
• We need to recognize the wounding that has occurred,
•

We need to acknowledge the Truth that those words / actions have left their mark
on our lives

We need to have the courage to face these sad times, revisit the hurt and deal with the
pain of rejection and so on. We need to forgive those who hurt us.
c) Mental development / maturity
We are to grow in knowledge and develop skills in business, communication, marketing,
health or whatever field we feel that we have been granted a talent by GOD (YHVH) and
where we feel passionate about the impact that we could make over time.
Matthew 19:20-21 “The young man said to him, “I have kept all these; where do I still fall
short?” Yeshua said to him, “If you are serious about reaching the goal, go and sell your
possessions, give to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven. Then come, follow me!”
We are to grow spiritually, expanding the scope of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit that GOD
(YHVH) gave us. We are to grow in studying of the WORD - so that we can APPLY the
principles in today’s age, with clarity and prophetic direction.
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Ceremony of transition: Release as an Adult into the community.
!

The following two stages can be compared to the journeys described in Num
3:37-49, where they end up at Kadesh in the 40th year, just about to enter the Land.
3. COMMUNITY INTEGRATION—(age 30-60 years)
We enter a time where we will use the talents that we have been given, in whatever field
of enterprise / talent that may be.
Phillipians 3:15 “Therefore, as many of us as are mature, let us keep paying attention to
this; and if you are differently minded about anything, God will also reveal this to you. Only
let our conduct fit the level we have already reached.
At the same time we enter into the season when we will marry and build a family,
starting the process of potential building towards a legacy.
Ephesians 5:22-33 “Wives should submit to their husbands as they do to the Lord;
because the husband is head of the wife, just as the Messiah, as head of the Messianic
Community, is himself the one who keeps the body safe. Just as the Messianic Community
submits to the Messiah, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 25
As for husbands, love your wives, just as the Messiah loved the Messianic Community,
indeed, gave himself up on its behalf, in order to set it apart for God, making it clean
through immersion in the mikveh, so to speak, in order to present the Messianic
Community to himself as a bride to be proud of, without a spot, wrinkle or any such thing,
but holy and without defect. This is how husbands ought to love their wives — like their
own bodies; for the man who loves his wife is loving himself. Why, no one ever hated his
own flesh! On the contrary, he feeds it well and takes care of it, just as the Messiah does
the Messianic Community, because we are parts of his Body. “Therefore a man will leave
his father and mother and remain with his wife, and the two will become one.”
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There is profound truth hidden here, which I say concerns the Messiah and the Messianic
Community. However, the text also applies to each of you individually: let each man love
his wife as he does himself, and see that the wife respects her husband.
We enter the time to impact the broader community that we live in, by revealing the:
•

Provision/protection of the boundary of the covenant.

•

Attributes of GOD (YHVH) nature in the fruit of the spirit-light

Ephesians 5:8-14 “For you used to be darkness; but now, united with the Lord, you are
light. Live like children of light, for the fruit of the light is in every kind of goodness,
rightness and truth — try to determine what will please the Lord. Have nothing to do with
the deeds produced by darkness, but instead expose them, for it is shameful even to
speak of the things these people do in secret. But everything exposed to the light is
revealed clearly for what it is, since anything revealed is a light. This is why it says,
“Get up, sleeper! Arise from the dead,
and the Messiah will shine on you!”
Concern for our neighbour by acts of compassion and love

Ephesians 5:1-7 “So imitate God, as his dear children; and live a life of love, just as also
the Messiah loved us, indeed, on our behalf gave himself up as an offering, as a
slaughtered sacrifice to God with a pleasing fragrance. Among you there should not even
be mentioned sexual immorality, or any kind of impurity, or greed; these are utterly
inappropriate for God’s holy people. Also out of place are obscenity and stupid talk or
coarse language; instead, you should be giving thanks. For of this you can be sure: every
sexually immoral, impure or greedy person — that is, every idol-worshipper — has no
share in the Kingdom of the Messiah and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty talk;
for it is because of these things that God’s judgment is coming on those who disobey him.
So don’t become partners with them!
Heart of the father by standing up for justice at all times.
Ephesians 5:15-19 “Therefore, pay careful attention to how you conduct your life — live
wisely, not unwisely. Use your time well, for these are evil days. So don’t be foolish, but try
to understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 “Don’t get drunk with wine, because it makes
you lose control. Instead, keep on being filled with the Spirit — sing psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs to each other; sing to the Lord and make music in your heart to him;
Defence of the walls of your city and the spritual warfare that we are called to fight.
Ephesians 6:10-20 “Finally, grow powerful in union with the Lord, in union with his mighty
strength! Use all the armor and weaponry that God provides, so that you will be able to
stand against the deceptive tactics of the Adversary. For we are not struggling against
human beings, but against the rulers, authorities and cosmic powers governing this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realm.
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So take up every piece of war equipment God provides; so that when the evil day comes,
you will be able to resist; and when the battle is won, you will still be standing. Therefore,
stand! Have the belt of truth buckled around your waist, put on righteousness for a
breastplate, and wear on your feet the readiness that comes from the Good News of
shalom. Always carry the shield of trust, with which you will be able to extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the Evil One. And take the helmet of deliverance; along with the sword
given by the Spirit, that is, the Word of God; as you pray at all times, with all kinds of
prayers and requests, in the Spirit, vigilantly and persistently, for all God’s people. 19 And
pray for me, too, that whenever I open my mouth, the words will be given to me to be bold
in making known the secret of the Good News, for which I am an ambassador in chains.
Pray that I may speak boldly, the way I should.
WARNING: Walk away from the “old man / self”

The draw-card of performace, self actualization, position, power, and accumulation of
assets, can re-direct your life away from GOD (YHVH)’s plan, and while to all others it
seems that you have reached the “top of the mountain”, the reality will be that as soon as
you arrive here you will see that another peak awaits.

Ceremony of transition: Actions of a man of GOD (YHVH) that impacts
the community.
4. VALLEY OF SIGNIFICANCE (age 60 plus years)
Success has a way of consuming your life and your strength, and many men WILL
CONTINUE DOWN THIS PATH, as children of the Covenant, blessed, possibly a man of
faith in the community, a source of blessing to others, a good soul - but will never be a
spiritual father.
For this reason we speak of the desert of identity. It’s the place where you choose
between success and significance.
1 Corinthians 4:16 “Therefore I urge you to imitate me.
1. Paul gives us the qualifications for significance. (And it comes with gray hair, and
a spirit of humbleness)
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Titus 2:5-9 to be self-controlled and pure, to take good care of their homes and submit to
their husbands. In this way, God’s message will not be brought into disgrace. 6 “Similarly,
urge the young men to be self-controlled, and in everything set them an example yourself
by doing what is good. When you are teaching, have integrity and be serious; let
everything you say be so wholesome that an opponent will be put to shame because he
will have nothing bad to say about us. 9 “Tell slaves to submit to their masters in
everything, to give satisfaction without talking back
Fathers, hold up the hands of sons.

Fathers desire that sons out-pace / out-perform them in their lifetimes.
John 5:22 “The Father does not judge anyone but has entrusted all judgment to the Son,
Fathers seek to leave a legacy (not an inheritance)
Lessons learned are passed on, experience is exponentially imparted, the next generation
is nurtured.
•

Fathers will strive to provide wisdom

•

Fathers will strive to seek peace and unity

•

Fathers seek to bless

2. Men of wisdom / fathers will have a vision.
The Bible records it in Numbers 34:1-13 with this description - this is the land of your
inheritance, WHEN you enter the land!!!
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As you well know, we as the Body of Messiah have to learn how to transform our lives in
such away that we can serve in the Tabernacle of LIVING STONES.
The Israelites could easily see the Land in the physical - It was not too difficult to
understand, to keep the idea in focus, to refocus in difficult times—the Land remained in
front of you.
However, the Body of Messiah must have a vision of a different nature—a vision of a
spiritual Tabernacle, and this is why Y’shua / Jesus tells us that the FATHER will let us
“see” our land - all we need to do is be obedient and listen to the Holy Spirit.
John 5:19 “Therefore, Yeshua said this to them: “Yes, indeed! I tell you that the Son
cannot do anything on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing; whatever the
Father does, the Son does too. For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he
does; and he will show him even greater things than these, so that you will be amazed.
Let us return to our story …
The leaders knew that they had to cross the Jordan.
As such:
•

They prepare to make war - get fit, sharped the swords, make strategies.

•

They think and prepare to the “work” that lies ahead as they till the land.

•

They look out for the first fruits that will be offered.

•

They dream of how the land will look when the fields are all planted.

3. Not only do we have criteria for the heart of a Father, but it is clear that we are to live in
such a manner that we will be known for our wisdom / values and principles.
The Bible records it as follows in Numbers 34:16-29 - “these are the names of the
leaders”

A FINAL THOUGHT
Following Y’shua / Jesus, is a lifelong journey. It is good to understand the various stages
of our journey.
In that way we can:
1) Enjoy the moments and the experiences of that time of our life,
2) Prepare for the next stage of our journey so that we can make the most out of the
adventure,
3) Resist the temptation to run ahead before it is our time, and before we are mature
enough to tackle the challenges,
4) Build on the wealth of all of our experiences (good and bad) so that we can enter the
time of eldership with wisdom that will benefit the next generation.
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.”
--Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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