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Parashah Mattot- week 42

ARE WE DIGGING BROKEN CISTERNS THAT CANNOT HOLD
WATER?
This week’s portion comes from Numbers 30:1-36:13; Jeremiah 1:1-2:28, and Matthew
5:33-37; and James 4:1-12

Summary
•

Moses describes the obligation of a vow and the responsibility that a husband has
to verify or cancel a vow.

•

Moses calls the people to go to war against the Midianites.

•

Reuben and Gad choose to stay outside of the Land, but agree to send men with
for the battle for the Land of Canaan.

•

Moses allocates the Land portion to each tribe.

•

The legal system where cities of refuge are introduced is defined.

Two of the stories seem to have a common thread, namely, the choice by individuals to
do things their way, although we will find that in both cases the facts are craftily put
together to give the idea that there is some measure of legitimacy in the case. We will
need to consider whether in the long run, these choices are the correct ones.
The two stories are:
•

The war against Midian and,

•

The decision by Reuben and Gad to stay outside the Land of Promise.
!
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Let us try to see how the cases for each of the stories are built. And then consider whether
we are walking in obedience to the Commandments and whether we can tell GOD (YHVH)
that we can fully reflect His Glory.
1) The Midianites
The question that we must ask is, how do we end up going to war against these people?
Consider the following history:
It is a group of Midianite traders crossing this wilderness that are part of the prophetic
destiny of the children of Israel, as they are the ones that take Joseph into slavery and
into Egypt. Remember, although they did not start the process for Joseph, they make a
choice to make money out of a fellow human being as they consign him to slavery. It’s
here already that this tribe of people start to sow the seeds of injustice against GOD
(YHVH)’s chosen people that will come back to be held against them.
Every time we make a decision that causes hurt to others, and then fail to rectify, we are
building up a judgment that will eventually cause havoc - the Israelites would sin until GOD
(YHVH)’s judgment sends them into exile.
Genesis 37:28 “So when the Midyanim, merchants, passed by, they drew and lifted
Yosef up out of the cistern and sold him for half a pound of silver shekels to the
Yishma‘elim, who took Yosef on to Egypt.
Moses will marry Zipporah, one of seven daughters of a Midianite priest. This son of the
Covenant will find a home here with this family—he will live with them for about 40 years.
Surely in this time their goodness and hospitality would have made amends for the Joseph
affair? Or did Moses pay his way with his work, looking after their sheep?
Exodus 2:16-21 “The seven daughters of the priest of Midyan came to draw water.
They had filled the troughs to water their father’s sheep, when the shepherds came and
tried to drive them away. But Moshe got up and defended them; then he watered their
sheep. When they came to Re‘u’el their father, he said, “How come you’re back so soon
today?” They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds; more than that, he
drew water for us and watered the sheep.” He asked his daughters, “Where is he? Why
did you leave the man there? Invite him to have something to eat.” 21 Moshe was glad to
stay on with the man, and he gave Moshe his daughter Tzipporah in marriage.
It is this same Midianite, Jethro, who will, by his own free will, listen to the chain of events
that have brought the Israelites out from Egypt, and cause him to make an offering to GOD
(YHVH).
Did he really recognize GOD (YHVH) as the Ruler of the Universe, or did he merely think
of Him as another god? And afterwards he will give Moses advice on just how to set up a
structure of government by appointing judges, so that justice could flow easier.
Question: Did he convince Moses to implement a system that was taken from the
pagan world?
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Exodus 18:19-24 “So listen now to what I have to say. I will give you some advice, and
God will be with you. You should represent the people before God, and you should bring
their cases to God. You should also teach them the laws and the teachings, and show
them how to live their lives and what work they should do. But you should choose from
among all the people competent men who are God-fearing, honest and incorruptible to be
their leaders, in charge of thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Normally, they will settle
the people’s disputes. They should bring you the difficult cases; but ordinary matters they
should decide themselves. In this way, they will make it easier for you and share the load
with you. If you do this — and God is directing you to do it — you will be able to endure;
and all these people too will arrive at their destination peacefully.” Moshe paid attention
his father-in-law’s counsel and did everything he said.
When the Israelites go whoring, it is with the women from Moab. And it is one of these
women who introduce them to pagan gods, to the sacrificial offers made to these gods, to
the immorality that follows when values / standards are set aside, and to get the “old man /
self / ego” take control.
Numbers 25:1-3 “Isra’el stayed at Sheetim, and there the people began whoring with the
women of Mo’av. These women invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, where
the people ate and bowed down to their gods. With Isra’el thus joined to Ba‘al-P‘or, the
anger of ADONAI blazed up against Isra’el.
However, it would seem that there is only one woman from the people of Midian, involved
in this process—the princess Kozbi, a daughter of a leader of Midian—the Bible speaks
of the ‘woman of Moab’, but there is only one Midianite who would seek to lead a prince of
Israel astray.
Numbers 25:17 “Kozbi, the daughter of the leader from Midyan.

Summary:
Are these people for or against the Israelites?
Principles of warfare

5

We have been given very clear instructions—we are not to take revenge or bear a
grudge.
War seldom has a value system—mostly people go to war for evil reasons. We see this in
the number of incidents where innocent bystanders are brutally murdered, raped, and so,
Yet, so often, we find governments justifying their actions by insisting that they are doing
this to liberate the downtrodden. From Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq, we have heard
and seen this argument.
Afterwards we would expect (and were promised) to see the world is a better place—only
this never seems to be the case.
The IDF has set a unique moral standard for warfare. They attempt to implement these
Biblical principles into modern day warfare. One of these principles is that we are to
attempt to ensure that civilians do not get caught in the crossfire.
Unfortunately the enemies of Israel do not apply the same standard. We have often seen
cases where, schools / hospitals, and homes are used in order to treat the people inside
as “human-shields”
Recently, in the Gaza war we saw many instances where the roof of a building will be
“knocked”, or warned, (a system where - with the use of modern technology the building
targeted will be alerted by sounding on the roof), before the shots are fired.
Truth is, when bullets / bombs and the like are going off all around you, and the enemy
does not play by the same set of rules, we can expect that things will many times go
wrong.
But GOD (YHVH) sets rules of engagement in war:
Leviticus 19:18 “Don’t take vengeance on or bear a grudge against any of your people;
rather, love your neighbor as yourself; I am ADONAI.
So under normal circumstances, we cannot carry out any act of vengeance –but in this
case, GOD (YHVH) commands it.
“Take revenge”. So it is important that we fully understand the different
circumstances, because we cannot use this as a general rule of application.
Numbers 31:2 ADONAI said to Moshe, “On behalf of the people of Isra’el, take
vengeance on the Midyanim. After that, you will be gathered to your people.”
On the one hand, we have a clear set of principles that must be applied when we go to
war.
On the other hand, it seems that something has occurred that momentarily has set aside
these rules of engagement. In addition, this specific declaration of war is made on “in-lawfamily”.
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What happens now if we go to war? It’s very possible that we will be attacking Moses’s
father-in-law himself, and at the very least, most certainly some of the other family
members (the sisters and brothers-in-law)?
It is therefore vital that we understand the Spiritual demonic purpose behind this
attack on the Israelites, and in order to do that, we have to establish exactly why /
how princess Kozbi was involved.
When Moses gives the order to go to war, some very specific words are used to describe
the affair of Kozbi. Let us make study of some of these words and see what we can
discover.
Numbers 25:17 Because they are treating you as enemies by the trickery they used to
deceive you in the P‘or incident and in the affair of their sister Kozbi, the daughter of the
leader from Midyan, the woman who was killed on the day of the plague in the P‘or
incident.
These words are:
(1) Trickery—the Strong’s H IS
5230 , “nakal”
And forms the following
meanings:
• Fraudulently
•

Knavish

•

Beguile

As found in:
Malachi 1:14 Moreover, cursed
is the deceiver who has a male animal in his flock that is damaged, but vows and
sacrifices to ADONAI anyway.
Psalm 105:25 “Whose hearts he turned to hate his people, and treat his servants unfairly.
(2) Wiles –the Strong’s H 5231 “nakel”
And has the following meanings:
•

Machination –conspiracy/intrigue/plot.

•

To do something evil.

What could this conspiracy be?
We need to identify some element that would seek to undermine the authority of Moses.
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If we review the history, we see that Moses had married a Midianite. This was long before
his calling into ministry at the burning bush and also long before he understood that he
would become the leader of the Israelites.
The people had come to Mount Sinai where they received the WORD / TORAH for the first
time. It is here that the terms of the Covenant in the form of the TEN Commandments had
been relayed to them:
•

It is here that the people said, “we will do and we will hear”.

•

It is here that they became a set apart people, a holy nation, and a royal priesthood.

•

And it is during the journeys through the wilderness that the detail of the set-apart
lifestyle has been introduced to them.

•

It is here that they are beginning to understand exactly what is expected of them.

They are starting to come to grips with concepts such as “clean and holy’
These are words / CONCEPTS that are “grasped” rather that taught. GOD (YHVH) gives
us various Commandments in the physical so that we can try to form an idea of exactly
what clean and holy mean—for example:
He says: “do not touch anything that is dead”—now we know that something that is dead
can’t really affect us—but GOD (YHVH) is trying to get the message across that death has
absolutely no place in the Tabernacle.
Once we grasp this idea we can understand that negative words / gossip / hatred (as
examples), are equal to death. It is this process of a transformation in their thinking that is
starting to take place—and if we continue down this path, we will eventually be able to
transition into Priests serving in the LIVING STONE Tabernacle.”
An integral part of that lifestyle spoke to concepts of marriage purity, and the fact that a
set-apart people do not marry outside of the tribes, for a very specific reason. Any stranger
that wants to join can do so, but they must agree to take on the yoke of the Covenant.
So the question that is being raised is this:
If Moses can have a wife from the Midianites, then why can’t other Israelites also?
The trickery/conspiracy was simply – Rebellion
“If Moses can do it so can I”—AND the threat was, if there is no judgment, if nothing
happens to this particular Israelite man, then we can all accept that this type of conduct is
acceptable to GOD (YHVH) - it must be fine.
The man was in the chamber—the bedroom - he is saying: “anything Moses can do I can
do better.”
GOD (YHVH)’s answer was NO WAY!!
And the result was death.

8

Numbers 25:6 “Just then, in the sight of Moshe and the whole community of Isra’el, as
they were weeping at the entrance to the tent of meeting, a man from Isra’el came by,
bringing to his family a woman from Midyan.
Moses however knows that this was not a random incident. The Midianites were well
aware of the principles of a Godly marriage. Jethro had spent some time with the
Israelites in the wilderness, and he had heard about all of the boundaries of the Covenant.
Was this one of Balaam’s plans?
We don’t know.
We do know that the Israelites meant the Midianites no harm. GOD (YHVH) had
specifically told the Israelites that they were NOT allowed to attack these people.
The Israelites do nothing to provoke these people. So the attack by the Midianite army
was without just cause. In fact, since there is no cause to go to war, one can go so far as
to say that it was a malicious decision by a fearful man.
And not surprisingly, GOD (YHVH) tells Moses—go to war.

Numbers 31:1-3 “ADONAI said to Moshe, “On behalf of the people of Isra’el, take
vengeance on the Midyanim. After that, you will be gathered to your people.
Moshe said to the people, “Equip men from among yourselves for war. They are to go and
fight Midyan, in order to carry out ADONAI’s vengeance on Midyan.
Before we go to war, let us just look at this same lesson in today’s terms.

TODAY’S APPLICATION
Trickery is a force that the modern believer must
not only be aware of but should actively go to war
against.
The world media is exceptionally good at
presenting “facts” as they want it to be seen. We
should know this. We should be guarding and
keeping our Garden safe from all forms of trickery
that may attempt to enter in.
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Back to our portion …
Just in case you think that this was that last time that the Israelites fell for deception—think
again.
And please note where it happens.
On their way to ‘take the land” – (Joshua 9)
The Gibeonites pretend that they are from far away / destitute / in need of a stronger
partner. The trick works - Joshua cuts covenant and finds out that they are people of the
land that GOD (YHVH) said should be destroyed.
Lesson: On your greatest mission—the enemy will come with a trick—be aware!
And in case you think that Y’shua / Jesus was not placed in this very same situation have
a look at how He responds to a test.
Mark 12:15 But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why are you trying to trap me?
Bring me a denarius so I can look at it.” They brought one; and he asked them, “Whose
name and picture are these?” “The Emperor’s,” they replied. Yeshua said, “Give the
Emperor what belongs to the Emperor. And give to God what belongs to God!” And they
were amazed at him.
As Sons / Daughters of Abraham, we are expected to STAND.
Ephesians 4:12, 13 “Their task is to equip God’s people for the work of service that builds
the body of the Messiah, until we all arrive at the unity implied by trusting and knowing the
Son of God, at full manhood, at the standard of maturity set by the Messiah’s perfection.
Ephesians 4:14 “We will then no longer be infants tossed about by the waves and blown
along by every wind of teaching, at the mercy of people clever in devising ways to deceive.
Now, let’s return to the battle plan…

THE BATTLE PLAN
We have an interesting battle-plan:
Only 1000 men from every tribe and the High Priest will form the contingent that go to war.
The High Priest goes with because this is a spiritual battle; it is not about conquering land.
Did men from every tribe fall into sin with the Moabite women? The Bible does not say.
The story is incomplete—it does not indicate that there was wholesale failure by all of the
tribes. Why is this important?
If we read in the Book of Joshua, we will see that GOD (YHVH)’s battle plan only works if
men from every tribe are included in the army. Not all men will go to war, but an equal
proportion of each tribe will be represented in the army that goes out into battle.
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We also know that the army will be made up of around 40,000 men. This gives Joshua the
ability to swop out for new / fresh soldiers every time he goes to war.
The very fact that 1000 men from each tribe go to war alludes to that fact that men from
every tribe were involved!!
What we do know is that spiritual battles are won when ALL ELEMENTS of the Body of
Messiah are committed. The same principle of warfare extends from the physical (in the
case of Joshua) to the Body of Messiah (spiritual) today.
The Body is made up of different parts. (Paul speaks of hands / feet / arms and so on)
BUT all are needed in order to make the Body function fully.
This is the battle-plan!!
A simple objective—destroy EVERYTHING!!
The leadership - FIVE kings are killed as well as all of the men, BUT contrary to the orders
- the women, children, the cattle / sheep and other goods are taken as booty.
Moses is furious!
Women that had slept with a man, and every male-child, were killed, but the spoils of war
were shared amongst the people.
In fact, a MAJOR doorway had been left open and the enemy would regroup and
return with vengeance.
YEARS LATER
There is something interesting about this story. It seems as if the Israelites cannot learn
this lesson!!
Saul was given the Commandment to destroy the Amalekites. He does a pretty good job,
but keeps the women, sheep and cattle, and (goes even one step worse than the time with
Moses); he also keeps the king alive!
It seems like a repeat performance / history that repeats itself.

**NUGGET!**
•

When we do not OBEY the Commandments fully - we then reap the consequences
of leaving a problem for the next generation to deal with. Consider the story told to
us in Judges: just as the Israelites had taken all of the sheep / donkeys / oxen, so
do the Midianites now return the favour and leave them with nothing.

11

We have a critical spiritual lesson—deal with your enemy completely.

!

And, just as in the case of SAUL, the Amalekites will rise up once again in the story of
Esther; we also see that the Midianites will rise up again in the time of Judges.
There we will read of the man called to be a judge, Gideon, who will be called to fight
these people again.
Judges 6:3-7, 7 One time, after Isra’el’s sowing season, Midyan, with ‘Amalek and others
from the east, attacked them. They set up camp by them and destroyed the produce of the
country all the way to ‘Azah; they left nothing for people to live on, no sheep, no oxen, no
donkeys. For they came up with their cattle and tents, and they came in as thick as
locusts; both they and their camels were beyond numbering, and they came into the land
to destroy it. Isra’el became very discouraged because of Midyan, and the people of Isra’el
cried out to ADONAI. Then the angel of ADONAI came and sat under the pistachio tree in
‘Ofrah that belonged to Yo’ash the Avi‘ezri. His son Gid‘on was threshing wheat in the
winepress, in order to hide it from Midyan.
Take note…while there were over 600, 000 able-bodied men of war at the time of Moses,
they only needed 12 000 to obtain the victory.
Now, in the time of Gideon, with only some of the tribes ready to go to war, they only need
300.
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Verse 7: Three hundred lapped, putting their hand to their mouth; all the rest of the men
got down on their knees to drink water. ADONAI said to Gid‘on, “I will use the three
hundred men who lapped the water to save you; I will hand Midyan over to you. Let
all these others go back home.”

REUBEN AND GAD
In this case we have the tragic story where short-term benefits are preferred, and long term rewards are set aside.
The tribes of Reuben and Gad will focus their eyes on the physical land outside of the
Covenantal promise.
Numbers 32:1-2 The descendants of Re’uven and the descendants of Gad had vast
quantities of livestock. When they saw that the land of Ya‘zer and the land of Gil‘ad were
good for livestock, the descendants of Gad and of Re’uven came and spoke to Moshe,
El‘azar the cohen and the community leaders.
Paul will teach us that we need to understand and do whatever GOD (YHVH) commands
in the physical before we will know / be able to interpret it in the spiritual domain.
The Land that GOD (YHVH) set aside was Canaan.
If the people had gone in, destroyed the Canaanites, removed all pagan worship, instituted
GOD (YHVH)’s Kingdom principles, built the Tabernacle, then we would see a reclaimed
version of the Garden of Eden.
The taking of the land was not about property rights, or about a home for the Israelites …
It was all about establishing GOD (YHVH)’s Kingdom on Earth.
If we achieve this in the physical, then our understanding of the spiritual Tabernacle in
Heaven, under the Great High Priest Y’shua / Jesus, in the Order of Melchizedek, will
open NEW revelation upon revelation to us and we will walk in victory.

Short-term benefits
Grazing for our livestock and cities for the children
We may think that this is abnormal in today’s times—I would suggest to you that it is
happening every day as we speak. There are fathers who choose to come home only at
weekends in pursuit of a career, mothers who think that a nanny can rear children as long
as they can pursue their ideal lifestyle.
People make choices for position / power and money, covering their goal of short-term
benefits, with words that suggest that we do “all of this” to give them a better life.
Numbers 32:16 “But they came up to him and said, “Here we will build enclosures for
our livestock and cities for our little ones.
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Note they were more interested in short-term prosperity (livestock) than the legacy of the
children. Moses has to put the priority right…he says—think of the children FIRST and
then worry about the grazing for the sheep.
Numbers 32:24 “Build cities for your little ones and enclosures for your sheep; then do
what you said you would do.”
Eternal reward - Legacy
Have you ever thought about the pattern of Feast—of the counting of the years to define a
Shmittah 1, or a Jubilee2? Wise men / fathers will think of the future—will plan for the next
generation.

If all I do is:
•

plough up the field,

•

remove all of the generational stones,

•

build a wall all around the boundary,

•

raise up a watch-tower,

then I will be leaving the next generation the potential to plant / reap a big harvest.

1	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  7	
  year	
  cycle	
  of	
  rest—just	
  as	
  man	
  rests	
  on	
  the	
  Shabbat,	
  so	
  to	
  must	
  man	
  let	
  the	
  

land	
  rest	
  every	
  7th	
  year,

2	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  50th	
  year	
  ,	
  which	
  ends	
  a	
  cycle	
  of	
  7	
  ShmiDah’s	
  and	
  which,	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  God’s	
  

plan,	
  requires	
  that	
  all	
  property	
  is	
  returned	
  to	
  the	
  original	
  owner	
  as	
  allocated	
  by	
  Joshua	
  
aKer	
  they	
  had	
  entered	
  the	
  land.
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Eternal reward says:
Do whatever GOD (YHVH) says without any changes to the plan:
•

it means do it at the exact time that GOD (YHVH) requires.

•

It means accept that you must go out of your comfort zone.

•

It means that you must stay within the community.

How strange:
•

Reuben and Gad will cross over the Jordan.

•

They will fight.

•

They will witness the potential.

But they will walk away from the First-Fruits provided by and from walking in
intimacy with GOD (YHVH).
In closing …
In the opening verses we find the Commandment that clarifies the keeping of the vow. Part
of this Commandment is the understanding that the husband has the “right”, if she has
rashly made a vow, to cancel those words.
Numbers 30:4-9 “…then, if her father has heard what she vowed or obligated herself to
do and holds his peace, then all her vows remain binding — every obligation she has
bound herself to will stand. But if on the day her father hears it, he expresses his
disapproval, then none of her vows or obligations she has bound herself to will stand; and
ADONAI will forgive her, because her father expressed his disapproval.
Numbers 30:7 “If, having made vows or rashly committed herself to an obligation, she
gets married; and her husband hears but holds his peace with her on the day he learns of
it, then her vows and obligations she has bound herself to will stand. But if her husband
expresses his disapproval on the day he hears it, he will void the vow which is on her and
the obligation to which she has bound herself; and ADONAI will forgive her.

The authority of the father and husband
YHVH has put an authority structure in place. A wife and unmarried daughter are under the
authority of the man in the house (This will include children, boys and girls who are not of
age yet.)
In Numbers 30:1-16, we find detailed instructions regarding vows and the authority of the
father to annul a vow made by his daughter who lives under his roof, as well as vows
made by women. A husband, when he finds out about a vow his wife has made can annul
the vow if he doesn’t agree with it.
In the feministic society we live in, this is unthinkable. However, this is not a form of
oppression, there is protection for the daughter and wife in this.
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Women tend to be more emotional than men; we were designed this way for our unique
role. We may sometimes, while in an emotional state, make a rash statement.
When the husband hears of this, he can annul it and she will be free from the obligation of
her words. However, if he hears of it and allows it, it will stand.
Now, it is true that many people have taken this Commandment to be a limitation on the
ability of the woman to do anything.
Some men have used it as a means of “control’ and will not allow the woman to do
anything. Some men use this as a form a male dominance.
This can never be the intention of this Commandment.
If we go to:
Proverbs 31:16-19 She considers a field, then buys it, and from her earnings she plants a
vineyard. She gathers her strength around her and throws herself into her work. She sees
that her business affairs go well; her lamp stays lit at night. She puts her hands to the staff
with the flax; her fingers hold the spinning rod.
We will see that a woman has the ability, and the GOD (YHVH)-given right to do things on
her own. She will always be part of the family, she will always look after the home, and
most importantly, she will walk in the Fear of the Lord. But she has been empowered by
GOD (YHVH) to live to the fullness of her potential.
Proverbs 31:30-31 “Charm can lie, beauty can vanish, but a woman who fears ADONAI
should be praised. Give her a share in what she produces; let her works speak her praises
at the city gates.
We also note that the widow / or divorcee, do not have this “covering” and must bear the
consequences of their vow.
Numbers 30:10 “The vow of a widow, however, or of a divorcee, including everything to
which she has obligated herself, will stand against her.
Therefore, it seems clear that both the husband and the wife must:
•

Put a great deal of value on their unity.

•

Communicate freely with one another so that they are able to walk under this cloud
of blessing.

•

Praise GOD (YHVH) for His Hand on them.

It seems clear to me… the wife has a wall of protection. The man’s role is to protect, to
look out for the wolves and the con men that fill this world, and then diligently help her to
protect her estate from unnecessary losses.

16

A FINAL THOUGHT
The portion is all about preparation. It’s about making sure that every one of the tribes is
focused on their role in the greater plan to take the Land.
We as the Body of Messiah are no different.
The church has focused towards the individual rather than the corporate Body—for this
reason we do not always see our position within the greater plan.
However, even though this portion focuses on the bigger picture, GOD (YHVH) stops to
make sure that the individual woman is still protected—by instituting a method that
protects her from the consequences of a vow that she may not have envisioned.

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.”

Shalom!!

--Numbers 6:24-27
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