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Parashah Miketz, “At the end.” - Week 10

JUDAH TAKES RESPONSIBILITY FOR HIS ACTIONS
This week’s portion comes from Genesis 41:1-44:17; 1 Kings 3:15-4:1; and Acts 7:9-16.
SUMMARY
The portion covers Joseph’s time in prison, his release and promotion to Second In
Charge in Egypt, the famine in Canaan, and his own brothers’ journey to buy food from the
long lost brother. Not to mention that it is also the story of dreams… We will see that the
dream of the seven healthy cows that are consumed by the seven lean cows will cause
Pharaoh sleepless nights.
While Joseph is placed in a position of rulership, it would seem that the other nobles of the
land will always be suspicious of Joseph’s power and true loyalty. Joseph’s predictions
come true and soon the storehouses are full.
The brothers will come down to Egypt and expect to be treated as outsiders. To their
surprise they are welcomed and are soon drawn into a process to test their integrity.
Eventually, the golden goblet found in Benjamin’s bag form the catalyst to get Jacob to
return to embrace his “lost” son.
BACKGROUND
Earlier we read how Joseph went to find his
brothers so that he could report back to their
father Jacob. The brothers firstly throw him into a
pit, and later Judah will come with the suggestion
that they sell Joseph to the Midianite traders that
were passing by.
This all happens at a place called Dothan.
Another significant event happens at Dothan.
We find the story of the prophet Elisha and his
servant…
A number of miracles have already occurred
such as:
1) Where the prophet has healed Na’aman from
leprosy,
2) Where the ax had fallen into the river and later
floated to the surface the moment the stick was cast into the water, and so on…
**NUGGET!** People get used to miracles, and then people find it difficult to think that
they can stand in the face of adversity without a miracle! Miracles are there to visibly
reveal the majesty of GOD (YHVH). Miracles do NOT build man’s character and value
system. Fathers are the role model that children will follow - for that reason, the actions of
a father are critical in the development of the value system of the next generation.
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3) And then there another miracle at this same city, Dothan.
2 Kings 6:13-18 13 So he said, “Go and see where he is, so that I may send [men] and
seize him.” And he was told, “He is in Dothan.” 14 So he sent horses and chariots and a
powerful army there. They came by night and surrounded the city. 15 The servant of the
man of God got up early and went out, and behold, there was an army with horses and
chariots encircling the city. Elisha’s servant said to him, “Oh no, my master! What are we
to do?” 16 Elisha answered, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more
than those who are with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “Lord, please, open
his eyes that he may see.” And the Lord opened the servants eyes and he saw; and
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire surrounding Elisha. 18
When the Arameans came down to him, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, ‘Please strike
this people (nation) with blindness.” And God struck them with blindness, in accordance
with Elisha’s request.
The king of Syria makes war on the Israelites, and sends out a force of horses, chariots
and many men. The prophet’s servant sees the size of the army surrounding them. The
servant suddenly feels very small, and very alone. His vision is however limited to the
physical ONLY.

"

Elisha has to “open” the servant’s spiritual eyes so that he can see the multitude of
Heaven that are with them (think about the story of Adam and Eve. Their eyes also were
closed to the spiritual when they were expelled from the Garden of Eden).

4

PHYSICAL VS SPIRITUAL DOMAINS
When we are limiting our vision to the natural, we will be filled with fear—when we raise
our vision to the spiritual, we will find Ruach (Spirit) revelation! Keep in mind the principle
of GOD (YHVH)’s SPACE AND TIME. We live within the fullness of YHVH’s space when
we are included in the Covenant. Our “born again” act of accepting Messiah allows us to
become a Son of Abraham. However, we only experience the blessing of the Covenant
when we live in HOPE. The moment that we succumb to FEAR, then we are excluded
from the benefits of blessing — even though we remain Sons / Daughters of Abraham.
Do you see the similarity in the stories? In all of the cases the men can only see the
physical! In this particular portion, the brothers of Joseph only see the multicoloured robe - “favouritism”, and now with his appearance at their camp site, as
the impending disaster. None of them could lift up their eyes to see a different
spiritual reality.
Joseph has had some dreams, which appear to be rather negative for them. But they have
a legacy of years of learning about the GOD (YHVH) of their great grandfather Abraham,
and their grandfather Isaac, and they surely have first-hand experiences of the stories that
their own father would tell them. Surely they would know that YHVH is faithful, and that
YHVH’s purposes would always come to pass?
How could they think that GOD (YHVH) would not have a plan for them?
The spirit of independence (“no one can be my boss”) has created more wars and pain
than any other problem. The “old man / ego” seems to suggest that only a man’s own
initiative and separateness will be beneficial to him. Let’s be clear—-this is NOT the setapart calling that YHVH has designed for His people.
The Bible speaks so clearly of the family of GOD (YHVH) and of the Body of Messiah. We
need to learn that a family has different gifts and abilities and each individual
member’s gifts and abilities are all essential for the survival of the family as a whole.
What we see is that the brothers look at the situation out of physical eyes, they fail to see
the spiritual potential and the bigger plan. When you only think about yourself, you
will never see the bigger plan!!

JOSEPH’S POTENTIAL LIVES ON
Years on, Joseph has survived a time in prison, has interpreted the dreams of Pharaoh,
has been appointed administrator of Egypt, has married and has two sons… and would
seem to be in absolute control of his life. More importantly, Joseph has learned the
importance of being a good steward with a word of prophecy / or a dream. He has
become used to listening to the quiet Voice of GOD (YHVH), and then trusting that
GOD will work as He wills.
Genesis 41:16 16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me [to interpret the dream];
God [not I] will give Pharaoh a favorable answer [through me].”
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More importantly, Joseph has matured. I am sure that he has suffered much rejection and
emotional pain as he remembers and relives the incidents at the family home. However, he
has come to understand that his CALLING was not to be “lord” over his brothers but to
play a significant part in GOD (YHVH)’s plan of redemption. He will rise to become
someone of importance, of power… But he will now know that his dream was the element
which would kick start the nation of Israel living as a HOLY NATION.
How often do we receive a prophetic word from someone. We then interpret those words /
ideas / concepts within the framework of our own culture / and expectation of what we
think GOD (YHVH) wants. How often have you heard someone say: “Many years later as I
look back on my life’s journey I can now only see what GOD (YHVH) had wanted to
happen — and it’s so different to what I thought …”
Joseph had matured from a slave to a servant, to the ruler of the kingdom. Joseph had
seen that “sheaves” - the grain of seven years had accumulated under his rule. Joseph
had seen that the “sun / moon” - all of creation had bowed before him to be fed with the
grain that he had stored up. It was no longer a dream—it was a reality.

Joseph had matured, and now — the greatest challenge lay ahead.
His brothers will come to visit - to buy of the grain, which he has arranged to be stored up,
and in that moment Joseph’s greatest challenge will be set before him:
Will he be able to forgive and forget?
Will he be able to reconcile?
Will he make amends for the years, (at least 14 years) where he has been in a
position of power, and was therefore able to make contact with his father, but chose
not to, and personally allowed Jacob to continue to carry the pain of the loss of this
son?
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GREAT

LEADERS WILL

BUILD

CHARACTER THAT WILL

OVERTURN THE RESULTS OF PAST MISTAKES
Judah, not withstanding that fact that he is raised in the blood line of Abraham, chooses to
walk away from his legacy and be this “independent man”, but the potential in him,
although dormant at this time will reassert itself later on in his life.
Sometimes the journey away from GOD (YHVH) and from the Godly potential that He has
placed inside of us, will be long and hard. The choices that we make will plant “rocks /
thorns” into the land that is allocated to our families that will take many generations of
dedicated labour to remove.
Judah has married a pagan woman, lost his sons to death as a result of their ungodly
behaviour, abused his daughter-in-law by rejecting her, and then slept with her, and now
both he and the rest of the family face the consequences of a famine.
The brothers stand before Joseph, not recognizing him; they listen to and obey his
instruction. Exactly like the dream foretold, they bow before him. Circumstances now
allow the exact sequence of the dream to come to pass. Did any of the brothers think
about this as they stood before this “stranger” and king?
The dreamer of dreams has evolved into GOD (YHVH)’s plan for nation.
When Joseph causes a potential situation of harm for Benjamin, Judah steps up to the
plate. There comes a time when a real leader will take responsibility for his actions. What
are the circumstances that cause a man to react contrary to his past behaviour? I suggest
that the turning point came when Tamar revealed the wickedness of his nature and
previous choices. Somehow I think that after this event in his life, his heart mellowed, and
he was able to see the hurt / grief in his father's heart—maybe some of his own hurt at the
loss of his sons now gave him insight into his own father’s grief.
Hurt can have the effect of hardening a man’s heart; hurt can cause one not to show
emotion, by suppressing all the tears and not allowing one’s self to feel. When a hardened
person is in a situation where all that is needed is a heart of compassion, understanding,
calmness and comfort, then unfortunately due to the hardness of heart, there is little or no
empathy. When this same heart is softened and penetrated, and the wounds of the past
healed, a different man is revealed. The same sense of unhappiness with injustice now
releases compassion. The same sense of mercy / compassion now releases tears.
Genesis 44: 33-34 33 Now, therefore, please let your servant (Judah) remain here
instead of the youth [to be] a slave to my lord, and let the young man go home with
his brothers. 34 How can I go up to my father if the young man is not with me—for fear
that I would see the tragedy that would overtake my [elderly] father [if Benjamin does not
return]?”
Many times we find ourselves in difficult circumstances. As humans we tend to try and find
a one-on-one problem that relates to our circumstances in order to extract ourselves from
the mess. We think if we can fix this one thing, then all of the issues will go away…
The Bible teaches us that we should always try to step back from the problem, and try to
see the bigger picture…
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We can learn from this family today that an action could seem to have highly negative
consequences. (Joseph was sold into slavery because of the jealousy of the brothers
when they saw the muti-coloured robe that Jacob gave him.)
The truth is, without Jacob’s gift of a robe – the children of Israel would not have had
a way out of Egypt!!

IDENTIFICATION MARKERS OF A DESPOT RULERSHIP
All Scripture is given for a purpose and for our edification. A story from the Old Testament
gives us a taste of real life in the physical domain.
These stories show the “good, bad, and the ugly” of all of the individuals, how they had to
face tribulations, which choices they made - both good and bad, and then clearly, the
consequences thereof.
The story of Pharaoh is set out in great detail. We can obviously see the need to describe
the circumstances under which Jacob’s children were living in Egypt, and the reason for
the cries of deliverance, and the subsequent exodus to the Land of Promise.
I submit that there is possibly another important lesson for us to take note of here... That
GOD (YHVH) will define the characteristics of the worldly despots, characteristics
that will not change significantly over 1000’s of years.

GOD’S LEADERSHIP MODEL

The principles of the Covenant relationship and the roles that various leaders play will set
out the detail of YHVH’s pattern of leadership.
LEADERS WILL:
Worship GOD (YHVH) alone. Give GOD (YHVH) ALL the Glory for every victory.
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As such they will strive to reveal the attributes of GOD (YHVH) showing the people that
our victories, our provision, our safety are a result of YHVH’s Hand.
Why is it that GOD (YHVH) tells us NOT to number the men of war? Very simply:
1. It tells the people that “we can” win, and
2. It tell the people that we are only safe when we are many.
David, the man after GOD’s Heart, will in his final years, want to prove his power— and
that act causes many to be killed in judgement by GOD (YHVH).
LEADERS WILL:
Strive to unite the people at all times. They will serve the people by revealing GOD’s
characteristics. How can we best show this?
By striving for JUSTICE at all times. We cannot say that all is well in a society when
millions are staving.
By striving for MERCY at all times. We cannot say that all is well in a society when
the downtrodden are cheated out of fair treatment, and those in power continue to
be corrupt.
By striving for HUMILITY. We cannot say that all is well in a society when leaders
are abusing their office for fifty lucre.

WO R L D LY
MODELS

LEADERSHIP

Let us define a few scenarios of leadership
models we can find in the world today:
A) The leaders appear to worship GOD (YHVH)
(often in pretence only, as is the case with many
of the Royal families today). However, the broad
mass of people worship the leader (and often
accept totally abnormal behaviour / immoral /
and corrupt actions).
B) The leaders refuse to worship GOD (YHVH)
at all, and in many cases outrightly worship
pagan gods. In this model the people also
worship pagan gods.
C) The leaders show outright rejection for GOD (YHVH), and enslave the people, whether
directly through power and force, or indirectly through manipulation.
It is amazing to see how many people have the freedom to vote, and yet live in horrific
circumstances but refuse to call for new government.
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We can see at least three models, currently seen in the world today, that bear no
resemblance to the servant-leader model advocated by GOD (YHVH).
Let us define the CHARACTERISTICS of the worldly leaders (even in the church) set
out above, in order that we can recognise potential evil when we come across it.
A) A leader who abuses absolute power. We find a single decision maker for all matters
—very often called a dictatorship.
B) A leader who tries to insulate others from all outside influences. This leader will
institute “rules” (for example: you may only attend conferences of our own denomination—
you may only go for counselling at ministries that we approve of—you should only tithe at
this storehouse). This act of isolating people of any concept of “real” truth, has the effect of
manipulating those who are followers, and could easily end in the formation of a cult.
C) A corrupt governance based on an absolute indifference to pain and suffering of the
people. Simply said, the people in power have enough, and until the people rise up,
nothing changes. We see a number of examples where in the Middle East an uprising has
led to a new government, unfortunately because the next generation has NOT seen the
correct role modelling, they soon revert to the same patterns.
D) The accumulation of wealth / assets into the hands of a few, gathered at the expense
of others. Surprisingly, it seems that as soon as some leaders get into power and can drive
fancy cars, eat out at restaurants, etc. they forget the masses of the poor.
E) The need to “visibly” show strength / power by accumulation of weapons of warfare.
Without giving too many examples in the world today, we could not pass up the chance to
highlight the case of Syria. A leader whose wife is noted buying luxury items; a people who
have openly rebelled against draconian laws, uses the full might of the air-force to bomb
civilian targets.
F) The evidence of decisions made that affect the lives of many – based on “spur of the
moment” feelings - that could cost many their lives - emotionally immature leaders.
Pharaohs of this world will:
Retain all decision-making power.
Enforce laws / the army, to remove people who show any sign of rebellion, or will
threaten followers that they could be forcibly converted into slaves.
Cause hardship and the allocation of a heavy workload with the express purpose of
murdering as many as possible.
Try to regain control at all costs by chasing after anybody who tries to leave, with
the full might of his chariots and weapons.
The list is endless...
Later on we will see a new “king” who will be another version of the same skirt of
leadership, and one who will also attempt (although indirectly) to destroy GOD’s chosen
people. His name... King Achashverosh in the story of Esther.
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Unfortunately, this spirit of leadership rises up from time to time. During the Second World
War, a man named Hitler followed the exact same pattern. Many of the world’s
governments (with a veil of democracy as cover) continue to apply this principle of
absolute control / rule.

END-TIME WORLD LEADERSHIP
The intention of this article is not to interpret / judge or express an opinion about current
world leadership, but is an attempt to validate Biblical prophecy.
The story about Pharaoh’s leadership model is clear. And it will not be the last time that
we face it. John records that we will once again face the exact same form of ungodly
leadership.
Revelation 13:1-10 “1 And the dragon (Satan) stood on the sandy shore of the sea. Then
I saw a [vicious] beast coming up out of the sea with ten horns and seven heads, and on
his horns were ten royal crowns (diadems), and on his heads were blasphemous names. 2
And the beast that I saw resembled a leopard, but his feet were like those of a bear,
and his mouth was like that of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his
throne and great authority. 3 I saw one of his heads which seemed to have a fatal wound,
but his fatal wound was healed; and the entire earth followed after the beast in
amazement. 4 They fell down and worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to
the beast; they also worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like (as great as) the beast, and
who is able to wage war against him?” 5 And the beast was given a mouth (the power of
speech), uttering great things and arrogant and blasphemous words, and he was given
freedom and authority to act and to do as he pleased for forty-two months (three and a half
years). 6 And he opened his mouth to speak blasphemies (abusive speech, slander)
against God, to blaspheme His Name and His Tabernacle, and those who live in Heaven.
7 He was also permitted to wage war against the saints (God’s people) and to overcome
them, and authority and power over every tribe and people and language and nation. 8 All
the inhabitants of the earth will fall down and worship him, everyone whose name has not
been written since the foundation of the world in the Book of Life of the Lamb who has
been slain [as a willing sacrifice]. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 If anyone is
destined for captivity, he will go into captivity; if anyone kills with a sword, he must be killed
with a sword. Here is [the call for] the patient endurance and the faithfulness of the saints
[which is seen in the response of God’s people to difficult times].”
This is when YHVH’s set-apart people must persevere and trust!
AND IT IS VITAL THAT WE ARE STANDING IN THE LEADERSHIP MODEL THAT WILL
WITHSTAND THE END-TIME ATTACK.
If you study the aspect of keeping the Shabbat, you will see (with spiritual eyes) that the
Beast in Revelation comes to attack the saints who are standing……
And watch how the wording describes the Beast’s desire for worship - it is a counterfeit of
the worship GOD receives and desires, which makes the Beast a “copy-cat” / counterfeit.
I have included a passage out of a piece that I recently compiled on “keeping the
Shabbat”.
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“This final chapter of earth’s history speaks of a war against a
remnant who are obedient to His Commandments.”
What is this remnant busy doing?
Revelation 12:17 “The dragon was infuriated over the woman and went off to fight the rest
of her children, those who obey God’s Commands and bear witness to Yeshua.
They are worshipping the One who made Heaven and earth!!!
Revelation 14:4-7 “These are the ones who have not defiled themselves with women, for
they are virgins; they follow the Lamb wherever He goes; they have been ransomed from
among humanity as firstfruits for God and the Lamb; 5 on their lips no lie was found —
they are without defect. 6 Next I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven with everlasting
Good News to proclaim to those living on the earth — to every nation, tribe, language and
people. 7 In a loud voice he said, “Fear God, give Him glory, for the hour has come when
He will pass judgment! Worship the One who made Heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water!”
And it is these exact same words that we see in the creation story—they are
worshipping the Creator.
Exodus 20:11 For in six days, ADONAI made Heaven and earth, the sea and everything
in them; but on the seventh day He rested. This is why ADONAI blessed the day, Shabbat,
and separated it for Himself.
And that thought takes us back to the event
of the Giving of the TEN Commandments
and now in Revelation to the copycat
imitation by the Beast.

1. You shall have NO other gods before
Me : The Beast tries to take this worship.
Exodus 20:3 You are to have no other gods
before me.
Revelation 13:4,8 They worshipped the dragon, because he had given his authority to the
beast; and they worshipped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who can fight
against it?”
2. Do Not worship other images : The Beast raises up an image to be
worshipped.
Exodus 20:4-5 “You are not to make for yourselves a carved image or any kind of
representation of anything in heaven above, on the earth beneath or in the water below
the shoreline. 5 You are not to bow down to them or serve them.
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Revelation 13: 14-15 “It deceives the people living on earth by the miracles it is allowed
to perform in the presence of the beast, and it tells them to make an image honoring the
beast that was struck by the sword but came alive again. 15 It was allowed to put breath
into the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast could even speak; and it was
allowed to cause anyone who would not worship the image of the beast to be put to death.
3. You must Not abuse My Name : The Beast has blasphemy written all over it.
Exodus 20:7 “You are not to use lightly the Name of ADONAI your God, because
ADONAI will not leave unpunished someone who uses His Name lightly.
Revelation 13:1,5,6 “..and I saw a beast come up out of the sea, with ten horns and
seven heads. On its horns were ten royal crowns and on its heads blasphemous names. 5
It was given a mouth speaking arrogant blasphemies; and it was given authority to act for
forty-two months. 6 So it opened its mouth in blasphemies against God to insult His Name
and His Sh’khinah, and those living in heaven…
AND then we get the Shabbat Commandment.
And it’s when we think about this connection that we realise, that the Shabbat
is truly is SIGN…
4. Remember the Shabbat – IT’S A SIGN.
Exodus 20:8 “Remember the day, Shabbat, to set it apart for God.
A seal / sign reflects the authority / ownership of GOD (YHVH) Who made creation,
YHVH instituted SHABBAT and made it Holy.
**NUGGET!** The only way to test whether your heart is truly circumcised, is to
determine whether you are loyal to the KINGDOM OF GOD by the manner in which
you act as a priest in the Living Stone Tabernacle — BY HOW YOU KEEP THE
SHABBAT.

HAFTORAH
The Haftorah portion covers the story of the two
women who came before King Solomon, to fight over
which mother would really be caring for the baby.
Solomon has received wisdom from GOD (YHVH).
1 Kings 3:27-28 Then the king answered, “Give the
living child to the first woman, don’t kill it, because she
is its mother.” 28 All Isra’el heard of the decision the
king had made and held the king in awe, for they saw
that God’s wisdom was in him, enabling him to render
justice properly.
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And the Haftorah wants us to understand that whether it is a dream, or a word of
wisdom, that we receive from YHVH, WE ARE EXPECTED to use this in being
servant leaders who reflect GOD (YHVH)’s GLORY.

CONCLUSION
As the Body of Messiah, we are called to walk in the Footsteps of Y’shua to role model the
GODLY leadership principles in our family, in the community, and in the workplace.
John 15:9-17 9 I have loved you just as the Father has loved Me; remain in My love [and
do not doubt My love for you]. 10 If you keep My Commandments and obey My teaching,
you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s Commandments and remain in
His love. 11 I have told you these things so that My joy and delight may be in you, and that
your joy may be made full and complete and overflowing. 12 “This is My Commandment,
that you love and unselfishly seek the best for one another, just as I have loved you.
13 No one has greater love [nor stronger commitment] than to lay down his own life for his
friends. 14 You are my friends if you keep on doing what I command you. 15 I do not call
you servants any longer, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I
have called you [My] friends, because I have revealed to you everything that I have heard
from My Father. 16 You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and I have appointed
and placed and purposefully planted you, so that you would go and bear fruit and keep
on bearing, and that your fruit will remain and be lasting, so that whatever you ask of
the Father in My Name [as My representative] He may give to you. 17 This [is what] I
command you: that you love and unselfishly seek the best for one another.
To be effective in this calling:
We must know what these principles are.
We must, as fathers, be servant leaders.
We must be diligent with the preparation of the boundaries of the Covenant.
We must persevere and trust.
We must stand and take courage.
May your eyes open to see in the SPIRITUAL!!
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.
-- Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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