BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
READING
---Roly Buys--1

Parashah Mishpatim “Judgements” - Week 18

SPIRITUAL “LAWS” MADE PRACTICAL
This portion comes from Exodus 21:1-24:18, Jeremiah 34:8-22, and Matthew 5:38-42,
Mark 7:1-23, Acts 23:1-11 and Hebrews 10:28-39.
Paul starts off in 1 Corinthians 15 with a passage that is not that easy to understand. He
speaks of a transition from the natural/physical to the spiritual domain. But before we
look at that in depth, let’s review the current teaching in the Body today.

There are many VOICES speaking today:
1) Those that declare that we live under the dispensation of GRACE, and therefore are
released from any obligation to be obedient to any Commandment. This is often called
“under the law” or legalism, or even ritual.
2) Those who declare that the “laws” are still operating but that these only apply to
the Jewish people. In this case these people often consider themselves part of the order
of the LEVITES, and try to create a class system based on the Tabernacle in the
wilderness.
3) Those people who declare that we are saved by grace, but called to walk in loving
obedience to GOD’s (YHVH) Commandments. As adopted sons/daughters of Abraham,
we do the works of Abraham, and as Priests and Kings, serve the Messiah Who sits at the
Right Hand of the Father, ruling as the Great High Priest in the Order of Melchizedek.
So let’s make an analysis of these ideas:
A) The children of Israel arrive at Mount Sinai, and are introduced to the Covenant; the
Commandments, and then willingly accept the responsibility to keep these and to be
accountable for their actions.
Note: The action of keeping of the Covenant makes them Priests and Kings—it’s the
action of obedience that creates a position in the Kingdom of GOD (YHVH) (the
consequence is important to note - not keeping the Commandments disqualifies you
from the priesthood).
Exodus 19:5-6 5 Now if you will pay careful attention to what I say and keep my covenant,
then you will be my own treasure from among all the peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6
and you will be a Kingdom of cohanim for me, a nation set apart.’ These are the words
you are to speak to the people of Isra’el.”
B) Y’shua (Jesus) walks on earth, calling for a return to the fundamental principles of the
Covenant. In no uncertain terms He connects His lifestyle, to His relationship with His
Father. And then goes on to say that if we want to be included in this relationship we will
have to do the same!!
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John 15:9-12 9 “Just as my Father has loved me, I too have loved you; so stay in my love.
10 If you keep my commands, you will stay in my love — just as I have kept my
Father’s commands and stay in his love. 11 I have said this to you so that my joy may
be in you, and your joy be complete. 12 “This is my command: that you keep on loving
each other just as I have loved you.
Even more critically, He says that we must do this continuously, so that we bear fruit—it’s
clearly not a once off event!!
John 15:16-17 16 You did not choose me, I chose you; and I have commissioned you to
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last; so that whatever you ask from the Father in my name
he may give you. 17 This is what I command you: keep loving each other!
C) Finally, John on the island of Patmos, has a vision of the End Times. In the account
described in Revelation, he tells us that we need to have a relationship with the Messiah
AND be walking in obedience to the Commandments.
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Revelation 14:12 12 This is when perseverance is needed on the part of God’s
people, those who observe his commands and exercise Yeshua’s faithfulness.
NUGGET. We, as sons and daughters of Abraham, must keep the Commandments —
the only question is how?

RESTORATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF THE FIRSTBORN
Due to the unfortunate sin of the golden calf, the order of the first-born was given/
handed over to the tribe of Levi (for a season). The story of Melchizedek is recorded
BEFORE the giving of the Commandments, and before the order of Levi. And therefore
sets the tone of the actual Will of GOD (YHVH).
There must be a return to this order.

3

!

Genesis 14:18 18 Malki-Tzedek king of Shalem brought out bread and wine. He was
cohen of El ‘Elyon [God Most High],
Psalm 110:4 Adonai has sworn it, and he will never retract — “You are a cohen forever,
to be compared with Malki-Tzedek.”
Hebrews 5:6-10 6 Also, as he says in another place, “You are a cohen forever, to be
compared with Malki-Tzedek.” 7 During Yeshua’s life on earth, he offered up prayers
and petitions, crying aloud and shedding tears, to the One who had the power to deliver
him from death; and he was heard because of his godliness. 8 Even though he was the
Son, he learned obedience through his sufferings. 9 And after he had been brought to the
goal, he became the source of eternal deliverance to all who obey him, 10 since he had
been proclaimed by God as a cohen gadol to be compared with Malki-Tzedek.
Hebrews 6:20 20 where a forerunner has entered on our behalf, namely, Yeshua, who has
become a cohen gadol forever, to be compared with Malki-Tzedek.
Hebrews 7:1 This Malki-Tzedek, king of Shalem, a cohen of God Ha‘Elyon, met Avraham
on his way back from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him;
Men may try their best to be a faithful/true Priest. However, they remain human, with
normal desires and fears, and therefore will never be the perfect representative of
GOD (YHVH) to man.
Hebrews 7:11 Therefore, if it had been possible to reach the goal through the system of
cohanim derived from Levi (since in connection with it, the people were given the Torah),
what need would there have been for another, different kind of cohen, the one spoken of
as to be compared with Malki-Tzedek and not to be compared with Aharon?
Hebrews 7:15 15 It becomes even clearer if a “different kind of cohen,” one like MalkiTzedek, arises,
Hebrews 7:17 For it is stated, “You are a cohen FOREVER, to be compared with MalkiTzedek.”
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Nullifying the Order of Levi
We can clearly see the transition from the Tribe of Levi to the Order of Melchizedek.
Together with a transition comes the nullification of the functions of the Order of Levi.
No longer do we have any need an intermediary between man and GOD (YHVH). No
longer do we rely on any man, who at the end of the day is equally as prone to weakness
as we all are.
Every son/daughter of Abraham who has called upon GOD (YHVH), and has been
delivered, now has access to the Great High Priest, Y’shua (Jesus), in the Tabernacle
in the Heavens.

REDEEMED CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM WILL APPLY THE
COMMANDMENTS WITHIN A SPIRITUAL TABERNACLE

Peter tells us that we will, together with other Living Stones, form a new Tabernacle where
Y’shua (Jesus) will be the Corner Stone.
1 Peter 2:5-8 5 you yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be
cohanim set apart for God to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to him through Yeshua
the Messiah. 6 This is why the Tanakh says, “Look! I am laying in Tziyon a stone, a
chosen and precious cornerstone; and whoever rests his trust on it will certainly not be
humiliated.” 7 Now to you who keep trusting, he is precious. But to those who are not
trusting, “The very stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone”; 8 also he
is a stone that will make people stumble, a rock over which they will trip. They are
stumbling at the Word, disobeying it — as had been planned.
And at the same time, Peter reaffirms our role as Priests and Kings; he makes sure that
we do not get stuck with a legalistic and outdated Priesthood. He wants you to grasp the
fact that you are supposed to be set apart, a Holy nation, a royal Priesthood, and that we
do not have to rely on the Levites.
1 Peter 2:9-10 9 But you are a chosen people, the King’s cohanim, a holy nation, a people
for God to possess! Why? In order for you to declare the praises of the One who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you
are God’s people; before, you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
If we revert back to the story of the exodus, we recall that only people who keep the
Commandments and who related to the Tabernacle, could be Priests.
We therefore need to keep the Commandments in a manner that will allow us to enter this
spiritual Tabernacle. The Commandments do not take away my freedom of choice. In
reality, they serve as a benchmark against which I can measure every decision that is
being made, so that I would know whether my choice is in line with GOD’s (YHVH) Will or
not, and then most importantly, that I would know exactly what the consequences would be
of that choice.
Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.
We therefore have to cleanse ourselves, both in the physical (flesh) as well as the
spiritual domain.
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From Tamei (defiled/impure) to Tahor (ritually pure).
Romans 12:1 I exhort you, therefore, brothers, in view of God’s mercies, to offer
yourselves as a sacrifice, living and set apart for God. This will please him; it is the
logical “Temple worship” for you.
Leviticus 11.44 For I am Adonai your God; therefore, consecrate yourselves and be holy,
for I am holy.
As a priest I must be able to distinguish between holy and unholy, clean and unclean,
so that I may teach all of the statutes that GOD (YHVH) gave to Moses.
Leviticus 10:9-10 9 “Don’t drink any wine or other intoxicating liquor, neither you nor your
sons with you, when you enter the tent of meeting, so that you will not die. This is to be a
permanent regulation through all your generations, 10 so that you will distinguish
between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean.
Ezekiel 22.26 Her cohanim have done violence to my Torah, profaned my holy things,
made no difference between the holy and the common, not distinguished between
unclean and clean, hidden their eyes from my shabbats, and profaned me among
themselves.
And Paul confirms this as an absolutely valid principle for us in:
2 Corinthians 6:17-18 17 Therefore Adonai says, “‘Go out from their midst; separate
yourselves; don’t even touch what is unclean. Then I myself will receive you. 18 In fact, I
will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters.’ says Adonai-Tzva’ot.”
Let’s try to make this clearer with an example.
The first question to answer is whether a person is pure/clean or impure /unclean. To set
out our example we look at 1 Corinthians 5:8

Sincerity and Truth

Malice and Wickedness

Clean

Unclean

Certain behaviours make one unclean. In order to cleanse oneself, you need to repent
and change your ways. You have to get rid of the leaven (it’s one of the main reason to
keep Passover). The final step in the cleansing process will be to Mikveh (to have our
honour restored).
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Luke 5.12-14 12 Once, when Yeshua was in one of the towns, there came a man
completely covered with tzara‘at. On seeing Yeshua, he fell on his face and begged him,
“Sir, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 13 Yeshua reached out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I am willing! Be cleansed!” Immediately the tzara‘at left him. 14 Then
Yeshua warned him not to tell anyone. “Instead, as a testimony to the people, go
straight to the cohen and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moshe
commanded.”
Y’shua (Jesus) makes it clear—it’s not the physical, but the spiritual that is important when
He does this miracle. But the church today raises the objection that “His own Blood purifies
our conscience” from dead works to serving a Living GOD (YHVH) (Hebrews 9:13-14).
Please note, almost every debate held with the Pharisees is about the interpretation of
the WORD/LAW, revolving around MAN-MADE TRADITIONS (in other words: man’s ego/
old man).
What we now have, is a person who is ritually pure/clean (tahor) this is a spiritual state
rather than a physical one.
It is for this reason that Y’shua (Jesus) tells the Pharisees that whatever enters the mouth
cannot make you unclean, it’s what comes out of the will/mind/heart: for example,
thoughts of murder, adultery, immorality, false testimony etc. People, who only see
the external, will miss the internal (spiritual)!
The question we then must ask: are we holy or unholy? Whilst the actions that will cause
me to become unclean will relatively quickly become public knowledge, the actions of
the heart are really only known between man and GOD (YHVH) until a major flaw is
revealed in the person’s character. For example, people will follow a leader for a long time
until the “cult” nature is revealed, and then very often, it’s those who are outside that
can see it clearly whilst those in the movement remain blinded to the very end.
Are we to be holy?
Exodus 22:30 “You are to be my specially separated people. Therefore you are not to eat
any flesh torn by wild animals in the countryside; rather, throw it out for the dogs.”
HOLY
What is SANCTIFIED? When my
service in the Tabernacle is only
based on GOD’s will- SPIRIT AND
TRUTH
HEART
CLEAN
MIND/WILL
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What causes profanity?
The actions that come when my own ego or when the “acts” of religion/ritual/and the old
man take over.

UNCLEAN (impure)
Sanctification elevates a clean/pure person to the level of holiness required to enter the
Tabernacle. Profanity, as described by Paul degrades a pure person to the status of
unclean.
The protocol in the Tabernacle requires that holy AND unclean may never come into
contact with each other.
MATCHING THE PHYSICAL TO THE SPIRITUAL.
With this in mind I have put together a table matching the Fruit of the Spirit (spiritual
domain) with the various “Commandments from this portion.”
This is my interpretation… others could arrange them in a different order. And that’s fine.
Please consider reworking this into your own order - see how each of these
Commandments can be “renewed” into today’s language, and then consider how your own
daily actions, in the market place/the sports field/the ministry reflect a lifestyle that either
honours or shames you before GOD (YHVH).
IN all cases below the scripture references are for Exodus.

LOVE
21:2-6
22:21-24
22:27-30

JOY
22:15
23:10-17

PEACE
21:16-23
23:19

LONG-SUFFERING
23:4-9

KINDNESS
21:26-28
22:24-27
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GOODNESS
21:33-36
22:20

FAITHFULNESS
22:4-14

GENTLENESS
21:7-11
23:19[b]

SELF-CONTROL
21:12-14
21:37-22:1-3

A FINAL THOUGHT
Y’shua (Jesus) calls us to walk in obedience to His Commandments and whatever you do;
you will have to work out for yourself how you are going to interpret this Word. There is no
doubt that we will enter the Tabernacle where Y’shua (Jesus) is the Great High Priest. The
question is twofold: What will your ROBE1 look like? And, what will you have to present as
a First Fruit offering?

1	
  See	
  teaching	
  on	
  the	
  robe	
  –	
  REFLECTING	
  A	
  FLOWER	
  IN	
  FULL	
  BLOOM	
  http://

www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=374
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Shalom!!
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