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Parashah “Mishpatim” - Judgements - Week 18 

SPIRITUAL “LAWS” MADE PRACTICAL 

  
This portion comes from Exodus 21:1-24:18; Jeremiah 34:8-22; and Matthew 5:38-42; 
Mark 7:1-23; Acts 23:1-11 and Hebrews 10:28-39. 

SUMMARY 

The portion moves from the grand spectacle of Mount Sinai, down to the detail of 
individual Commandments that together form the network of the actions that will define the 
Covenant.  

Towards the end of the portion we read about the event where Moses and the 70 elders 
ascend halfway up the mountain and get to witness to Glory of GOD (YHVH).  

Soon afterwards, Moses continues up the mountain on his own. 

THE GOD OF ISRAEL’S WORDS ARE STILL RELEVANT TODAY. THE QUESTION IS 
— HOW DO YOU APPLY THEM? 

Paul starts off in 1 Corinthians 15 with a passage that is not that easy to understand. He 
speaks of a transition from the natural / physical to the spiritual domain. But before we 
look at that in depth, let us review the current teaching in the Body today. 
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There are many VOICES speaking today: 

1) Those that declare that we live under the dispensation of GRACE, and therefore are 
released from any obligation to be obedient to any Commandment. 

Those that do believe in being obedient to keeping the Commandments are often said to 
be “under the law” or practising legalism, or even ritual. 

2) Those who declare that the “laws” are still operating but that these only apply to 
the Jewish people.  

In this case these people often consider themselves part of the order of the LEVITES, and 
try to create a class system based on the Tabernacle in the wilderness. 

3) Those people who declare that we are saved by grace, but called to walk in loving 
obedience to GOD’s (YHVH) Commandments.  

As adopted sons / daughters of Abraham, we do the works of Abraham, and as Priests 
and Kings, serve the Messiah Who sits at the Right Hand of the Father, ruling as the Great 
High Priest in the Order of Melchizedek. 

So let us make an analysis of these ideas: 

A) The children of Israel arrive at Mount Sinai, and are introduced to the Covenant - the 
Commandments - and then willingly, accept the responsibility to keep these and to be 
accountable for their actions.  

Note: The action of keeping the Covenant makes them Priests and Kings—it is the 
action of obedience that creates a position in the Kingdom of GOD (YHVH) (the 
consequence is important to note - not keeping the Commandments disqualifies you 
from the priesthood). 

Exodus 19:5-6 “5 Now if you will pay careful attention to what I say and keep My 
Covenant, then you will be My own treasure from among all the peoples, for all the earth is 
Mine; 6 and you will be a Kingdom of cohanim for Me, a nation set apart.’ These are the 
words you are to speak to the people of Isra’el.” 

B) Y’shua walks on earth, calling for a return to the fundamental principles of the 
Covenant. In no uncertain terms, He connects His lifestyle, to His relationship with His 
Father. And then goes on to say that if we want to be included in this relationship we will 
have to do the same!! 

John 15:9-12 9 “Just as My Father has loved Me, I too have loved you; so stay in My love. 
10 If you keep My Commands, you will stay in My love — just as I have kept My 
Father’s Commands and stay in His love. 11 I have said this to you so that My joy may 
be in you, and your joy be complete. 12 “This is My Command: that you keep on loving 
each other just as I have loved you. 

Even more critically, He says that we must do this continuously, so that we bear fruit—it’s 
clearly not a once off event!! 
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John 15:16-17 16 You did not choose Me, I chose you; and I have commissioned you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last; so that whatever you ask from the Father in My Name 
He may give you. 17 This is what I command you: keep loving each other! 

C) Finally, John on the island of Patmos, and has a vision of the End Times. In the account 
described in Revelation, he tells us that we need to have a relationship with the Messiah 
AND be walking in obedience to the Commandments. 
       
Revelation 14:12 12 This is when perseverance is needed on the part of God’s  
people, those who observe His Commands and exercise Yeshua’s faithfulness. 
                     

**NUGGET!** We, as sons and daughters of Abraham, must keep the Commandments — 
the only question is how? 

RESTORATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF THE FIRSTBORN 

Due to the unfortunate sin of the Golden Calf, the order of the first-born was given /
handed over to the tribe of Levi (for a season). The story of Melchizedek is recorded 
BEFORE the giving of the Commandments, and before the order of Levi. And therefore, 
sets the tone of the actual Will of GOD (YHVH). 

There must be a return to this order. 

                                !  

Genesis 14:18 18 Malki-Tzedek king of Shalem brought out bread and wine. He was 
cohen of El ‘Elyon [God Most High], 

Psalm 110: “4 Adonai has sworn it, and He will never retract — “You are a cohen 
forever, to be compared with Malki-Tzedek.” 

Hebrews 5:6-10 “6 Also, as He says in another place, “You are a cohen forever, to be 
compared with Malki-Tzedek.” 7 During Yeshua’s life on earth, He offered up prayers 
and petitions, crying aloud and shedding tears, to the One who had the power to deliver 
Him from death; and He was heard because of His Godliness. 8 Even though He was the 
Son, He learned obedience through His sufferings.  

!
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9 And after He had been brought to the goal, He became the Source of Eternal 
deliverance to all who obey Him, 10 since He had been proclaimed by God as a Cohen 
Gadol to be compared with Malki-Tzedek. 

Hebrews 6:20 “.. where a Forerunner has entered on our behalf, namely, Yeshua, who 
has become a Cohen Gadol forever, to be compared with Malki-Tzedek. 

Hebrews 7:1  This Malki-Tzedek, king of Shalem, a cohen of God Ha‘Elyon, met Avraham 
on his way back from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him;  

Men may try their best to be a faithful / true Priest. However, they remain human, 
with normal desires and fears, and therefore will never be the perfect representative 
of GOD (YHVH) to man. 

Hebrews 7:11 “Therefore, if it had been possible to reach the goal through the system of 
cohanim derived from Levi (since in connection with it, the people were given the Torah), 
what need would there have been for another, different kind of cohen, the One spoken of 
as to be compared with Malki-Tzedek and not to be compared with Aharon? 

Hebrews 7:15   15 It becomes even clearer if a “different kind of cohen,” one like Malki-
Tzedek, arises,   

Hebrews 7:17 For it is stated, “You are a Cohen FOREVER, to be compared with Malki-
Tzedek.” 

Nullifying the Order of Levi 

We can clearly see the transition from the Tribe of Levi to the Order of Melchizedek. 
Together with a transition comes the nullification of the functions of the Order of Levi.  

No longer do we have any need for an intermediary between man and GOD (YHVH).  
No longer do we rely on any man, who at the end of the day is equally as prone to 
weakness as we all are.  

Every son/daughter of Abraham who has called upon GOD (YHVH), and has been 
delivered, now has access to the Great High Priest, Y’shua (Jesus), in the Tabernacle 
in the Heavens. 

REDEEMED CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM WILL APPLY THE 
COMMANDMENTS WITHIN A SPIRITUAL TABERNACLE 

Peter tells us that we will, together with other Living Stones, form a new Tabernacle where 
Y’shua (Jesus) will be the Corner Stone. 
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1 Peter 2:5-8  “5 you yourselves, as Living Stones, are being built into a spiritual house to 
be cohanim set apart for God to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Him through Yeshua 
the Messiah. 6 This is why the Tanakh says, “Look! I am laying in Tziyon a Stone, a 
chosen and precious Cornerstone; and whoever rests his trust on it will certainly not be 
humiliated.” 7 Now to you who keep trusting, He is precious. But to those who are not 
trusting, “The very Stone that the builders rejected has become the Cornerstone”; 8 also 
He is a Stone that will make people stumble, a Rock over which they will trip. They are 
stumbling at the Word, disobeying it — as had been planned. 

And at the same time, Peter reaffirms our role as Priests and Kings; he makes sure that 
we do not get stuck with a legalistic and outdated Priesthood. He wants you to grasp the 
fact that you are supposed to be set-apart, a Holy nation, a royal Priesthood, and that we 
do not have to rely on the Levites. 

1 Peter 2:9-10 9 But you are a chosen people, the King’s cohanim, a holy nation, a people 
for God to possess! Why? In order for you to declare the praises of the One who called 
you out of darkness into His wonderful Light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God’s people; before, you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

If we revert back to the story of the Exodus, we recall that only people who keep the 
Commandments and who are related to the Tabernacle, could be Priests. 
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We therefore, need to keep the Commandments in a manner that will allow us to enter this 
spiritual Tabernacle. The Commandments do not take away my freedom of choice. In 
reality, they serve as a benchmark against which I can measure every decision that is 
being made, so that I would know whether my choice is in line with GOD’s (YHVH) Will or 
not, and then most importantly, that I would know exactly what the consequences would be 
of that choice. 

Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as a Living Sacrifice, holy and pleasing to GOD 
(YHVH). We therefore have to cleanse ourselves, both in the physical (flesh) as well as 
the spiritual domain.  

We use the terminology from the Tabernacle — no one could enter GOD (YHVH)’s 
Presence if he was Tamei (defiled / impure) and he was required to repent and make 
restitution in order to become Tahor (ritually pure).  

The wording used by Paul follows this same principle and requires of mankind to 
recognise the sin in his life and deal with it BEFORE he comes to worship in the 
Tabernacle. 

Romans 12:1 I exhort you, therefore, brothers, in view of God’s mercies, to offer 
yourselves as a sacrifice, living and set apart for God. This will please Him; it is the 
logical “Temple worship” for you. 

Leviticus 11.44 For I am Adonai your God; therefore, consecrate yourselves and be holy, 
for I am Holy. 

As a priest I must be able to distinguish between holy and unholy, clean and unclean, 
so that I may teach all of the statutes that GOD (YHVH) gave to Moses. 

Leviticus 10:9-10 9 “Don’t drink any wine or other intoxicating liquor, neither you nor your 
sons with you, when you enter the tent of meeting, so that you will not die. This is to be a 
permanent regulation through all your generations, 10 so that you will distinguish 
between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean. 

Ezekiel 22.26 Her cohanim have done violence to My Torah, profaned My holy things, 
made no difference between the holy and the common, not distinguished between 
unclean and clean, hidden their eyes from My Shabbats, and profaned Me among 
themselves. 

And Paul confirms this as an absolutely valid principle for us in: 

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 17 Therefore Adonai says, “‘Go out from their midst; separate 
yourselves; don’t even touch what is unclean. Then I myself will receive you. 18 In fact, I 
will be your Father, and you will be My sons and daughters.’ says Adonai-Tzva’ot.” 

Let us try to make this clearer with an example. 

The first question to answer is whether a person is pure / clean or impure / unclean. To 
set out our example we look at 1 Corinthians 5:8: 
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1 Corinthians 5:8 Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with 
leaven of vice and malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
[untainted] truth. 

Certain behaviours make one unclean. In order to cleanse oneself, you need to repent 
and change your ways. You have to get rid of the leaven (it’s one of the main reason to 
keep Passover). The final step in the cleansing process will be to Mikveh (to have our 
honour restored). 

Luke 5.12-14 12 Once, when Yeshua was in one of the towns, there came a man 
completely covered with tzara‘at. On seeing Yeshua, he fell on his face and begged Him, 
“Sir, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 13 Yeshua reached out His Hand and 
touched him, saying, “I am willing! Be cleansed!” Immediately the tzara‘at left him. 14 Then 
Yeshua warned him not to tell anyone. “Instead, as a testimony to the people, go 
straight to the cohen and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moshe 
commanded.” 

Y’shua makes it clear—it’s not the physical, but the spiritual that is important when He 
does this miracle. But the church today raises the objection that “His own Blood purifies 
our conscience” from dead works to serving a Living GOD (YHVH) (Hebrews 9:13-14).  

Please note, almost every debate held with the Pharisees is about the interpretation of 
the WORD / LAW, revolving around MAN-MADE TRADITIONS (in other words: man’s 
ego / old man). 

What we now have, is a person who is ritually pure / clean (tahor) - this is a spiritual 
state rather than a physical one. It is for this reason that Y’shua / Jesus tells the 
Pharisees that whatever enters the mouth cannot make you unclean, it’s what comes out 
of the will / mind / heart: for example, thoughts of murder, adultery, immorality, false 
testimony etc. People, who only see the external, will miss the internal (spiritual)! 

The question we then must ask: are we holy or unholy? Whilst the actions that will cause 
me to become unclean will relatively quickly become public knowledge, the actions of 
the heart are really only known between man and GOD (YHVH) until a major flaw is 
revealed in the person’s character. For example, people will follow a leader for a long time 
until the “cult” nature is revealed, and then very often, it’s those who are outside that 
can see it clearly whilst those in the movement remain blinded to the very end. 

Are we to be holy? 

Exodus 22:30 “You are to be My specially separated people. Therefore you are not to eat 
any flesh torn by wild animals in the countryside; rather, throw it out for the dogs.” 

Sincerity and Truth Malice and Wickedness

Clean Unclean
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What causes profanity? 

The actions that come when my own ego or when the “acts” of 
religion / ritual / and the old man take over. 

Sanctification elevates a clean / pure person to the level of 
holiness required to enter the Tabernacle. Profanity, as described 
by Paul, degrades a pure person to the status of unclean. The 
protocol in the Tabernacle requires that holy AND unclean may 
never come into contact with each other. 
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MATCHING THE PHYSICAL TO THE SPIRITUAL 

With this in mind, I have put together a table matching the Fruit of the Spirit (spiritual 
domain) with the various “Commandments from this portion.” This is my 
interpretation… others could arrange them in a different order. And that’s fine. Please 
consider reworking this into your own order - see how each of these Commandments can 
be “renewed” into today’s language, and then consider how your own daily actions, in the 
market place / the sports field / the ministry reflect a lifestyle that either honours or 
shames you before GOD (YHVH). 

In all cases below, the Scripture references are from Exodus. I have only indicated one of 
the Scriptures for the sake of brevity. 

LOVE 

Exodus 22:21-23 You must neither wrong nor oppress a foreigner living among you, for 
you yourselves were foreigners in the land of Egypt. 21 You are not to abuse any widow or 
orphan. 22 If you do abuse them in any way, and they cry to Me, I will certainly heed their 
cry. 23 My anger will burn, and I will kill you with the sword — your own wives will be 
widows and your own children fatherless.  

See also Exodus 22:27-30  

JOY 

Exodus 23:14-17 Three times a year, you are to observe a festival for Me. 15 Keep the 
festival of matzah: for seven days, as I ordered you, you are to eat matzah at the time 
determined in the month of Aviv; for it was in that month that you left Egypt. No one is to 
appear before Me empty-handed. 16 Next, the festival of harvest, the firstfruits of your 
efforts sowing in the field; and last, the festival of ingathering, at the end of the year, when 
you gather in from the fields the results of your efforts. 17 Three times a year all your men 
are to appear before the Lord, ADONAI.  

PEACE 

Exodus 23:19  You are to bring the best firstfruits of your land into the House of ADONAI 
your God. 

Exodus 23:4-9 If you come upon your enemy’s ox or donkey straying, you must return it to 
him. 5 If you see the donkey which belongs to someone who hates you lying down 
helpless under its load, you are not to pass him by but to go and help him free it. 6 Do not 
deny anyone justice in his lawsuit simply because he is poor. 7 Keep away from fraud, and 
do not cause the death of the innocent and righteous; for I will not justify the wicked.  
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8 You are not to receive a bribe, for a bribe blinds the clearsighted and subverts the cause 
of the righteous. 9 You are not to oppress a foreigner, for you know how a foreigner feels, 
since you were foreigners in the land of Egypt.  

KINDNESS 

Exodus 22:24-27 If you loan money to one of My people who is poor, you are not to deal 
with him as would a creditor; and you are not to charge him interest. 25 If you take your 
neighbor’s coat as collateral, you are to restore it to him by sundown, 26 because it is his 
only garment — he needs it to wrap his body; what else does he have in which to sleep? 
Moreover, if he cries out to me, I will listen; because I am compassionate.  

GOODNESS 

Exodus 21:33-36 If someone removes the cover from a cistern or digs one and fails to 
cover it, and an ox or donkey falls in, 34 the owner of the cistern must make good the loss 
by compensating the animal’s owner; but the dead animal will be his. 35 If one person’s ox 
hurts another’s, so that it dies, they are to sell the live ox and divide the revenue from the 
sale; and they are also to divide the dead animal. 36 But if it is known that the ox was in 
the habit of goring in the past, and the owner did not confine it; he must pay ox for ox, but 
the dead animal will be his.  

Exodus 22:20 You must neither wrong nor oppress a foreigner living among you, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in the land of Egypt.  

FAITHFULNESS 

Exodus 22:4-14 If a person causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over or lets his animal 
loose to graze in someone else’s field, he is to make restitution from the best produce of 
his own field and vineyard. 5 If a fire is started and spreads to thorns, so that stacked 
grain, standing grain or a field is destroyed, the person who lit it must make restitution. 6 If 
a person entrusts a neighbor with money or goods, and they are stolen from the trustee’s 
house, then, if the thief is found, he must pay double. 7 But if the thief is not found, then 
the trustee must state before God that he did not take the person’s goods himself. 8 In 
every case of dispute over ownership, whether of an ox, a donkey, a sheep, clothing, or 
any missing property, where one person says, ‘This is mine,’ both parties are to come 
before God; and the one whom God condemns must pay the other one double. 9 If a 
person trusts a neighbor to look after a donkey, ox, sheep or any animal, and it dies, is 
injured or is driven away unseen, 10 then the neighbor’s oath before ADONAI that he has 
not taken the goods will settle the matter between them — the owner is to accept it without 
the neighbor’s making restitution. 11 But if it was stolen from the neighbor, he must make 
restitution to the owner. 12 If it was torn to pieces by an animal, the neighbor must bring it 
as evidence, and then he doesn’t need to make good the loss.13 If someone borrows 
something from his neighbor, and it gets injured or dies with the owner not present, he 
must make restitution.  
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GENTLENESS 

Exodus  21:7-11 If a man sells his daughter as a slave, she is not to go free like the men-
slaves. 8 If her master married her but decides she no longer pleases him, then he is to 
allow her to be redeemed. He is not allowed to sell her to a foreign people, because he 
has treated her unfairly. 9 If he has her marry his son, then he is to treat her like a 
daughter. 10 If he marries another wife, he is not to reduce her food, clothing or marital 
rights. 11 If he fails to provide her with these three things, she is to be given her freedom 
without having to pay anything.  

SELF-CONTROL 

Exodus 21:37-22:1-3 If someone steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters or sells it, he is 
to pay five oxen for an ox and four sheep for a sheep.  

22:1 If a thief caught in the act of breaking in is beaten to death, it is not murder;  2 unless 
it happens after sunrise, in which case it is murder. A thief must make restitution; so if he 
has nothing, he himself is to be sold to make good the loss from the theft. 3 If what he 
stole is found alive in his possession, he is to pay double, no matter whether it is an ox, a 
donkey or a sheep. 4 If a person causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over or lets his 
animal loose to graze in someone else’s field, he is to make restitution from the best 
produce of his own field and vineyard. 5 If a fire is started and spreads to thorns, so that 
stacked grain, standing grain or a field is destroyed, the person who lit it must make 
restitution. 6 If a person entrusts a neighbor with money or goods, and they are stolen from 
the trustee’s house, then, if the thief is found, he must pay double. 7 But if the thief is not 
found, then the trustee must state before God that he did not take the person’s goods 
himself. 8 In every case of dispute over ownership, whether of an ox, a donkey, a sheep, 
clothing, or any missing property, where one person says, ‘This is mine,’ both parties are to 
come before God; and the one whom God condemns must pay the other one double.  

And carry on reading to the end of this passage …. 
 
SOME PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS  

Let’s look at some of the specific Commandments to 
see ‘how’ we can apply these principles. 

a) Fair Justice 

In this portion we find the verse that seems to define 
fair justice — the terms seem harsh, but the concept 
of justice seems to be well stated. After all, surely 
there should be consequences for wrongs committed? 
Unfortunately the term “son the justice” is drafted as if 
there is bodily harm that has been committed, and the 
judgements, as seen in that light, seem quite severe. 
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Surely, if you have caused the loss on an eye, then it would be fair to accept that you 
should suffer that same consequences. In this case, however, the Commandments is 
drafted in the physical so that we can understand that sometimes our actions can have 
devastating results in another person’s life. Indeed, if this lesson had really been taken to 
heart, do you think that so many people will still try to drive after they have had a night out 
drinking? 

Exodus 21:22-25 If people are fighting with each other and happen to hurt a pregnant 
woman so badly that her unborn child dies, then, even if no other harm follows, he must be 
fined. He must pay the amount set by the woman’s husband and confirmed by judges.  23 
But if any harm follows, then you are to give life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound and bruise for bruise. 

An analysis of the principle causes us to realise that there is a deserved punishment, fair 
and equitable.  

Grace, however, argues that we should be compassionate, and this Commandment has 
the expectation that a Priest in the Living Stone Tabernacle will     excise the required level 
of spiritual maturity to commute that “deserved punishment” in the physical domain into 
another punishment of EQUAL VALUE (usually expressed in monetary terms which 
provides a compensation for the loss). The spiritual understanding is that the party harmed 
must be placed in a better financial position than what they were BEFORE the event. 
There is therefore a perceived value to eyesight — the harm / pain / hardship caused by 
the loss of sight MUST be compensated for. 

b) Truth at all cost  

The world system has changed so much that “truth” is a matter of opinion. We see daily, 
politicians who will tell a story on the TV one day, and virtually within days, the newspapers 
will produce another earlier TV broadcast where the exact opposite statement is made.  
And nobody even blushes when they are caught out! When this behaviour becomes the 
norm, how do you deal with Commandments that state the following: 

Exodus 23:7 Do not deny anyone justice in his lawsuit simply because he is poor.  

Leviticus 19:11 “Do not steal from, defraud or lie to each other.   

At face-value it seems that this verse only deals with  my own personal choices — I should 
make sure that I am not involved in any false word or deed. If that’s how I see it then I can 
safely say—I have kept this Commandment. But is this really what is at the heart of the 
matter? 

From a SPIRITUAL point of view, as a redeemed priest in the Living Stone Tabernacle, I 
need another interpretation—a higher standard. 

It calls for a lifestyle of making spiritual choices - choices that could cause financial harm.  

A) For example, you go into a business arrangement with a fellow believer, then find out 
that the product / service has  a defect, caused by and known to your business partner all 
along. 
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B) For example, you  realise that you have information that pertains to a legal matter which 
is currently being heard in court. Your friend has built up a convincing argument, and the 
other party has not been able to muster any reasonable counter position which has much 
merit. However your friend has not tot the whole truth, but has failed to disclose the 
information which you have found out. 

TRUTH in the form of JUSTICE, COMPASSION AND HUMILITY must always triumph 
in the physical. 


Let us make sure that we see this point—even someone who witnesses’s falsely MUST 
face the death penalty—why, because you are busy causing the physical and spiritual 
death of that innocent person. 

Deuteronomy 19:16-21 If a malicious witness comes forward and gives false testimony 
against someone, 17 then both the men involved in the controversy are to stand before 
ADONAI, before the cohanim and the judges in office at the time. 18 The judges are to 
investigate carefully. If they find that the witness is lying and has given false testimony 
against his brother, 19 you are to do to him what he intended to do to his brother. In this 
way, you will put an end to such wickedness among you. 20 Those who remain will hear 
about it, be afraid and no longer commit such wickedness among you. 21 Show no pity: 
life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 

Without this absolute standard, we enter the spiritual world and the Heavenly Tabernacle 
with “tinted glasses”. The actions that we take on earth impact others’s vision / experience 
of GOD (YHVH), but those same actions will cause our service in the Holy Living Stone 
Tabernacle to be UNCLEAN AND UNHOLY. 

C) Does GOD (YHVH) condone slavery? 

The Old Testament is full of verses that seem to 
suggest that slavery is acceptable… I would 
suggest that you make a full study on the subject 
if you want to review that perception in order to 
gain some greater clarity. The fact that slavery 
exists is not acceptable, but if it’s part of a 
“cultural norm”, then there must at least be a set 
of minimum standards of what constitutes 
“reasonable behaviour”. For the purposes of this 
discussion I want to connect the concept of 
physical slavery and spiritual sonship. For that 

reason I will only briefly point out some matters as they pertain to slavery in the Bible. 

Exodus 21:1-11 “These are the rulings you are to present to them: 2 If you purchase a 
Hebrew slave, he is to work six years; but in the seventh, he is to be given his freedom 
without having to pay anything. 3 If he came single, he is to leave single; if he was married 
when he came, his wife is to go with him when he leaves. 4 But if his master gave him a 
wife, and she bore him sons or daughters, then the wife and her children will belong to her 
master, and he will leave by himself. 5 Nevertheless, if the slave declares, ‘I love my 
master, my wife and my children, so I don’t want to go free,’ 6 then his master is to bring 
him before God; and there at the door or doorpost, his master is to pierce his ear with an 
awl; and the man will be his slave for life. 
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7 If a man sells his daughter as a slave, she is not to go free like the men-slaves. 8 If her 
master married her but decides she no longer pleases him, then he is to allow her to be 
redeemed. He is not allowed to sell her to a foreign people, because he has treated her 
unfairly. 9 If he has her marry his son, then he is to treat her like a daughter. 10 If he 
marries another wife, he is not to reduce her food, clothing or marital rights. 11 If he fails to 
provide her with these three things, she is to be given her freedom without having to pay 
anything. 

1) The Bible does not approve of slavery, but sets out criteria of justice and fairness. 
Please note how many of the passages begin with the words: “IF ONE OF …” 
This does NOT indicate approval—merely says, if it happens—THEN this is how you deal 
with it. 

Leviticus 25:35-43 If a member of your people has become poor, so that he can’t support 
himself among you, you are to assist him as you would a foreigner or a temporary 
resident, so that he can continue living with you. 36 Do not charge him interest or 
otherwise profit from him, but fear your God, so that your brother can continue living with 
you. 37 Do not take interest when you loan him money or take a profit when you sell him 
food. 38 I am ADONAI your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt in order to give 
you the land of Kena‘an and be your God. 39 If a member of your people has become 
poor among you and sells himself to you, do not make him do the work of a slave. 40 
Rather, you are to treat him like an employee or a tenant; he will work for you until the year 
of yovel. 41 Then he will leave you, he and his children with him, and return to his own 
family and regain possession of his ancestral land. 42 For they are my slaves, whom I 
brought out of the land of Egypt; therefore they are not to be sold as slaves. 43 Do not 
treat him harshly, but fear your God. 

2) The Bible defines slavery as someone who is a son of the Covenant, but has made poor 
investment decisions and now owes money to others. The contract to work until that debt 
is paid, is considered slavery—and was subject to terms and conditions with freedom a 
clear end term solution. 

And it’s this second type of slavery in the physical that matters to GOD (YHVH). You see, 
we have been delivered—firstly from Egypt and now secondly, through the work of 
Messiah from bondage to absolute freedom. 

In our free state, GOD (YHVH) desires that we act like “first born sons and daughters”, 
there can be NO possibility that we owe this world anything… 

John 8:35-36 Now a slave does not remain with a family forever, but a son does remain 
with it forever.  36 So if the Son frees you, you will really be free! 

First-born children KNOW the FATHER’S heart 

Galatians 4:4-7 But when the appointed time arrived, God sent forth His Son. He was 
born from a woman, born into a culture in which legalistic perversion of the Torah was the 
norm,  5 so that He might redeem those in subjection to this legalism and thus enable us 
to be made God’s sons.  
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6 Now because you are sons, God has sent forth into our hearts the Spirit of His Son, the 
Spirit who cries out, “Abba!” (that is, “Dear Father!”). 7 So through God you are no longer a 
slave but a son, and if you are a son you are also an heir. 

If we do not know the Father’s Heart, then we are in bondage—slaves. Let’s try to illustrate 
this in some examples: 

1. People who live in fear and under all manner of superstitions are slaves. 

2 Peter 2:19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; 
for a person is slave to whatever has defeated him. 

2. People who do not know what their value to GOD (YHVH) is, will subject 
themselves to all manner of addictions / tattoos, etc. 

2 Corinthians 11:20 You put up with it if someone makes slaves of you, exploits you, 
takes you in, puffs himself up, slaps you in the face. 21 To my shame, I must admit that we 
have been too “weak” to do such things! 

3. People who do not believe that they have been blessed with potential, will accept 
mediocracy. 

Titus 3:3 For at one time, we too were foolish and disobedient, deceived and enslaved by 
a variety of passions and pleasures. We spent our lives in evil and envy; people hated us, 
and we hated each other 

4. People who do not find their spiritual destiny will turn to any form of pagan belief 
system that they can find which satisfies their emotions.  

Galatians 4:9 But now you do know God, and, more than that, you are known by God. So 
how is it that you turn back again to those weak and 
miserable elemental spirits? Do you want to 
enslave yourselves to them once more? 

**NOTE** The slavery exhibits some form of 
physical manifestation…but the fruit of that slavery 
has a spiritual consequence. 

Paul is an example of a slave turned into a son. 

If we turn to read the Book of Philemon, we are 
confronted with the transformation of physical 
slavery into spiritual sonship. 

It seems that Onesimus (a physical slave) had 
caused his owner harm in some way, but under the 
leadership of Paul had come an adopted son of 
Abraham, a son of the Covenant.  
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Practically, a slave NEEDS to make restitution for the mistakes, and it’s here that Paul 
helps this man by saying “put it on my account”— in exactly the same way that Y’shua did 
for us— on the cross He said: “put it on MY account”. 

Practically, a redeemed slave must now walk in reconciliation with the Body and therefore 
return to his “owner,” make restitution for the emotional / physical pain that has been 
caused. In this case the “owner” is the other brothers in the family of GOD (YHVH) that 
have been disadvantaged by the actions of the “slave”. Previous slaves (those who have 
reconciled and made restitution, asked for and received forgiveness) - now become a 
“beloved brother”. 

Philemon 1:16 … no longer as a slave but as more than a slave, as a dear brother. And 
that he is, especially to me. But how much dearer he must be to you, both humanly and in 
union with the Lord! 

I have tried to stress that the mature believers of today—those who see themselves as 
Sons / Daughters of the Covenant should be LIVING to a STANDARD where the physical 
Commandments are transformed into practical actions that reflect the spiritual reality of 
being a priest in the Living Stone Tabernacle. 

In all three examples, I submit that a servant heart and an obedient walk in the Footsteps 
of Y’shua, will BRING US CLOSER TO GOD (YHVH). 

Y’shua Himself, connects the dots for us - He says that the spiritual equivalent of this walk 
of integrity is the ART OF TURNING THE OTHER CHEEK. 

Matthew 5:38-41 “You have heard that our fathers were told, ‘Eye for eye and tooth for 
tooth.’ But I tell you not to stand up against someone who does you wrong. On the 
contrary, if someone hits you on the right cheek, let him hit you on the left cheek too! If 
someone wants to sue you for your shirt, let him have your coat as well! And if a soldier 
forces you to carry his pack for one mile, carry it for two! 

HAFTORAH 

This portion reminds us that we were slaves — physically and spiritually. Wherever we go, 
we must be mindful to take care and to look out for the downtrodden, and we are to stand 
up for their rights. 

The haftorah uses an interesting verse:  

Jeremiah 33:25-26 Here is what ADONAI says: ‘If I have not established my covenant 
with day and night and fixed the laws for sky and earth, 26 then I will also reject the 
descendants of Ya‘akov and of my servant David, not choosing from his descendants 
people to rule over the descendants of Avraham, Yis’chak and Ya‘akov. For I will cause 
their captives to come back, and I will show them compassion.’”  

As we read this we can begin to see OUR VALUE in YHVH’s eyes. We live our lives - 
sleeping at night and working by day - as something ordinary—almost like we consider our 
lives to be “ordinary”. From ordinary thinking comes the consequence of becoming a 
SLAVE, to habits, to a daily “grudge lifestyle”.  
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Yet YHVH says that His Covenant (that same thing that we experience now with the 
various Commandments), upholds and controls the rotation of the earth, the movement of 
the earth, moon and sun, the alignment within the galaxy that results in you and I 
experiencing the sunrise and the sunset every day.  

FINAL THOUGHTS 

Y’shua calls us to walk in obedience to His Commandments and whatever you do; you will 
have to work out for yourself how you are going to interpret this Word.  

There is no doubt that we will enter the Tabernacle where Y’shua (Jesus) is the Great High 
Priest.  

The question is twofold:  

What will your ROBE  look like?  1

And, what will you have to present as a First Fruit offering? 

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha. 
May YHVH bless you and keep you. 

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka. 
May YHVH make His Face shine on 
you and show you His favour. 

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem 
l’kha shalom. 
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you 
and give you peace. 

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.” 

--Numbers 6:24-27 

Shalom!!

	See	teaching	on	the	robe	–	REFLECTING	A	FLOWER	IN	FULL	BLOOM	http://1

www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=374
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