THOUGHTS ON THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
2016 OMER

1

THOUGHTS ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 2016 OMER
We see and hear the Commandment to count the OMER and it is set out for us in the
following two passages:
Leviticus 23:15-16 “From the day after the day of rest — that is, from the day you bring
the sheaf for waving — you are to count seven full weeks, until the day after the seventh
week; you are to count fifty days; and then you are to present a new grain offering to
ADONAI.
Deuteronomy 16:9-10 “You are to count seven weeks; you are to begin counting seven
weeks from the time you first put your sickle to the standing grain. You are to observe the
festival of Shavu‘ot [weeks] for ADONAI your God with a voluntary offering, which you are
to give in accordance with the degree to which ADONAI your God has prospered you.
It’s not erroneous to do so - and if we stick to an accounting function—merely counting,
and then it will not be taking up much of our time.
In the physical, it’s a moment in time – it is like an alarm clock that goes off.
Even the act of counting today seems to be too much effort—is this because we in the big
cities no longer relate to farming activities? Or is it because we no longer connect this
activity with any spiritual significance?
In the spiritual domain, it is so much more.
You see, we have left Egypt behind. The old man and much of our past have been buried
with the gods of Egypt at the bottom of the Reed Sea.
Exodus 14:27-28 “Moshe reached his hand out over the sea, and by dawn the sea had
returned to its former depth. The Egyptians tried to flee, but ADONAI swept them into the
sea. The water came back and covered all the chariots and cavalry of Pharaoh’s army who
had followed them into the sea — not even one of them was left.
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But there is so much more for us. We are busy with a 50-day journey that takes us from
being a SLAVE to a BRIDE and its whether we understand and absorb the full value of that
plan of redemption that really matters most.
It’s the time when we are infused with life-giving power:

The WORD/TORAH INITIALLY
Exodus 19:3-6 “Moshe went up to God, and ADONAI called to him from the mountain:
“Here is what you are to say to the household of Ya‘akov, to tell the people of Isra’el: ‘You
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought
you to myself. Now if you will pay careful attention to what I say and keep My Covenant,
then you will be My own treasure from among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and
you will be a kingdom of cohanim for Me, a nation set apart.’ These are the words you are
to speak to the people of Isra’el.”

And years later - The HOLY SPIRIT:
Acts 2:1-5 “The festival of Shavu‘ot arrived, and the believers all gathered together in one
place. Suddenly there came a sound from the sky like the roar of a violent wind, and it
filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of
fire, which separated and came to rest on each one of them. They were all filled with the
Ruach HaKodesh and began to talk in different languages, as the Spirit enabled them to
speak.
Acts 2:5 “Now there were staying in Yerushalayim religious Jews from every nation under
heaven.
That journey is one of significant transformation. We have to change our thought patterns
from doing whatever we were told - to willingly serving God.
SLAVERY …
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We have to change our emotions from thoughts of insignificance - to walking in the
essence of Sons/Daughters of Abraham and worthy Brides.
Think of it this way.
As slaves we wore clothes that resembled rags, now we are to wear a white robe of a
Bride.
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The transition is not to merely change our clothes—but to change our inner man so that
our spiritual robe is spotless, without wrinkles, and pure white.

HOW TO PRACTICALLY APPLY THIS COMMANDMENT:
•Count each day carefully:
Each individual will have to count the days for himself. Counting not only focuses on
the very action of numbering something, but also allows us to build a perspective of
the future—you become forward thinking.
•Consider the various times people counted
1. Abraham: all the stars that numbered his family.
2. Joseph that counted the grain for the drought that would come.
In addition, counting days allows us to evaluate the greatest gift from God – namely
time—are you using it wisely?
•Deal with the hurts and wounds of the past …
Baggage tends to pull us in to the past—God is pointing us forwards towards a new
level of freedom
•Deal with the generational issues of the family …
Failing to cleanse your heart of generational issues will leave the door wide open for
the enemy to be able to enter in and bring deception.
Be prepared for the “mikvah1” that comes just before the arrival at Mount Sinai:

!
1	
  See	
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  detailed	
  teaching	
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  a	
  Mikvah	
  in	
  J2F4
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You must spend your time wisely, in both the WORD/TORAH and with the HOLY SPIRIT in
order to prepare your hearts so that you are able to discern all deception/false teaching
that are presented from time to time – If your foundation is the TRUTH of the WORD, and
you have developed an understanding of the patterns/principles of God, then when any
false teaching gets presented, your spirit will immediately reject it.

A Tabernacle of Living Stones
Peter tells us that we will become a Tabernacle of Living Stones. These stones form the
walls of the Tabernacle. Moses teaches us that the entire Tabernacle and all of the utensils
had to be sanctified and anointed BEFORE God could enter in. When HE did, His
Consuming Fire would spread outwards from the Holy of Holies. Only the Pure and Holy
could survive.
We therefore have to make sure that all ‘unclean/death” that has become associated with
our lives by every day life experiences, have been removed, or else we will see a repeat of
the incident when the two sons of Aaron are killed because they brought “strange fire”.
Be a glorious Bride for the KING OF KINGS.
Be prepared to say - I DO!!

A FINAL THOUGHT
The number SEVEN represents: wholeness, completion, and blessing. In the course of
these SEVEN weeks, this gets multiplied seven times - BUT only if you are counting!!
If you were to read a little further on in the Bible, you will discover the principle of Jubilee.
Only people who have been faithful in counting the days, will realize the importance of this
50 year celebration, and will have the capacity to count years.
Counting years is all about the future, its about legacy, its making a choice not to focus on
the short term, but rather to think about “entering the land”. Counting the Omer, is much
more that merely a numbering system.

It is about your family’s future.
SHALOM!!
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