BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
READING
---Roly Buys--1

Parashah B’midbar “In the Desert” - week 34

CAN WE AGREE TO UNITY WITH DIVERSITY?
This portion covers Numbers 1:1-4:20; Hosea 2:1-2:22; and Luke 2:1-7; and 1
Corinthians 12:12-31.
One of the fundamental problems with Bible-believing people is the fact that they normally
think that unity means that we must all agree on every little interpretation of the WORD.
Consider that this book was penned thousands of years ago, in a very different culture,
and with the reality that the meaning of words have changed much over the past hundred,
never mind thousands of years, then it’s quite amazing to think that people actually think
like that. And what’s more, fight for their point of view.
How can you be so sure that your version of the TRUTH is the absolute / only one to
consider?
Consider also how many debates you will hear between the various groupings of people
as to the relative weight / importance of the Old or the New Testament—the so-called
grace vs. law debate.
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THE CONCEPT OF COMMUNITY / UNITY
And yet we find this basic fact set out clearly in both halves of the Bible. There is only one
Body / Tree / Nation.
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Note how Paul describes this community, and once we have seen / understood that we, as
individuals are placed in a very specific part of the Body it must become clear that:
My own perspective will always be from a very limited view (a hand/foot/ear) of the whole
BODY, BUT my own role is critical to the success and continued future of the whole.
Once again the question—how can we ever think that we have all of the answers?
1 Corinthians 12:12-3 For indeed the body is not one part but many. If the foot says,
“I’m not a hand, so I’m not part of the body,” that doesn’t make it stop being part of the
body. And if the ear says, “I’m not an eye, so I’m not part of the body,” that doesn’t make it
stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, how could it hear? If it were all
hearing, how could it smell? But as it is, God arranged each of the parts in the body
exactly as he wanted them. Now if they were all just one part, where would the body be?
But as it is, there are indeed many parts, yet just one body. So the eye cannot say to
the hand, “I don’t need you”; or the head to the feet, “I don’t need you.” On the contrary,
the parts of the body that seem to be less important turn out to be all the more necessary;
and upon body parts which we consider less dignified we bestow greater dignity; and the
parts that aren’t attractive are the ones we make as attractive as we can, while our
attractive parts have no need for such treatment. Indeed, God has put the body together in
such a way that he gives greater dignity to the parts that lack it, So that there will be no
disagreements within the body, but rather all the parts will be equally concerned for all the
others. Thus if one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; and if one part is honored, all the
parts share its happiness.
1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you together constitute the body of the Messiah, and
individually you are parts of it. And God has placed in the Messianic Community first,
emissaries; second, prophets; third, teachers; then those who work miracles; then those
with gifts of healing; those with ability to help; those skilled in administration; and those
who speak in various tongues. Not all are emissaries, are they? Not all are prophets, are
they? or teachers? or miracle-workers? Not all have gifts of healing, not all speak in
tongues, not all interpret, do they? Eagerly seek the better gifts.
Please note, this passage is not talking about the Body in general, but of those who are
called to be elders, and for them to apply, with Godly wisdom, the Biblical principles
described in words many thousands of years ago, to formulate practical solutions to
today’s dilemmas.
Once again, even if you have become wise and a leader, you will STILL function as
ONLY a part of the whole.
**NUGGET!** So, how can ONE leader think to pretend that he/she is the ultimate
authority?
One of the problems that the Body of Messiah has inherited is the worldview of the
independent leader / the army General, the Business CEO. This model of leadership
functions in the form of a hierarchy of leadership with absolute control.
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Orders are to be obeyed, and instruction followed without question. History has shown that
in many instances, even some when a positive outcome is achieved, that the leadership
model has shown greater dictatorship than servant-leadership.
In most of these cases, personal glory is more important that the group, and personal gain
is often an overriding consideration.
Note how Moses describes this community. And this is what we must “see”. Every single
part of the whole - whether we describe it as clans, or tribes, or gifts, or limbs, we need
each other.
**NUGGET!** And it’s only in the consolidated whole that the Glory of GOD (YHVH)
functions.

!

Numbers 2:1-31 “ADONAI said to Moshe and Aharon, “The people of Isra’el are to set
up camp by clans, each man with his own banner and under his clan’s symbol; they
are to camp around the tent of meeting, but at a distance.
Numbers 2:9 “Those camping on the east side toward the sunrise are to be under the
banner of the camp of Y’hudah; they are to camp according to companies; by tribe and
leader they are as follows:
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Tribe

Chief

Number

Y’hudah

Nachshon the son of
Amminadav

74,600

Yissakhar

N’tan’el the son of Tzu‘ar

54,400

Z’vulun

Eli’av the son of Helon

57,400

Total

186,400

This group is to set out first.
Numbers 2:16 “Those camping on the south are to be under the banner of the camp of
Re’uven; they are to camp according to companies; by tribe and leader they are as
follows:
Tribe

Chief

Number

Re’uven

Elitzur the son of Sh’de’ur

46,500

Shim‘on

Shlumi’el the son of
Tzurishaddai

59,300

Gad

Elyasaf the son of Re‘u’el

45,650

Total

151,450

This group is to set out second.
Numbers 2:17 “Then the tent of meeting, with the camp of the L’vi’im, will set out, with the
other camps in front and behind. They will go in the same order as their camps are set up
— each man will go forward in his position, under his banner.
Numbers 2:24 “Those camping on the west are to be under the banner of the camp of
Efrayim; they are to camp according to companies; by tribe and leader they are as follows:
Tribe

Chief

Number

Efrayim

Elishama the son of
‘Ammihud

40,500

M’nasheh

Gamli’el the son of
P’dahtzur

32,200

Binyamin

Avidan the son of Gid‘oni

35,400

Total
This group is to set out third.
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108,100

Numbers 2:31 “Those camping on the north are to be under the banner of the camp of
Dan; they are to camp according to companies; by tribe and leader they are as follows:
Tribe

Chief

Number

Dan

Achi‘ezer the son of
‘Ammishaddai

62,700

Asher

Pag‘i’el the son of ‘Okhran

41,500

Naftali

Achira the son of ‘Enan

53,400

Total

157,600

This group is to set out last with their banners.
The concept that creates community/unity, is ‘echad’ (one, unity). This word is included in
the phrase that we pronounce daily—the Sh’ma1.
What are we proclaiming?
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1	
  For	
  more	
  informa1on,	
  please	
  see	
  the	
  ar1cle	
  SH'MA	
  -‐	
  A	
  Hebraic	
  Concept	
  Everyone	
  Can	
  

Embrace	
  hDp://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=173

6

GOD (YHVH) IS ONE.
This is not a statement that implies that GOD (YHVH) is singular, but we are stating, is
that there is no other reality other than GOD (YHVH). Simply said—nothing exists
without GOD (YHVH).
Importantly, we need to understand that unity does not imply sameness. A husband and a
wife are in marriage, ONE. However they are not the same. They are in fact opposite
individuals, in every way, but in their marriage they become ONE.
What are the elements that create unity?
1) A Circumcised Heart.
GoOD (YHVH) demands that we have hearts and souls that have the WORD of GOD
(YHVH) written on them. And because we have these Commandments, as it were
branded into our DNA, we will react/respond /worship in the same way - although our style/
language may be different, our intent and focus will be the same.
2) The WORD/TORAH.
GOD (YHVH) tells us not to add or subtract one word from His Words. Every believer who
is connected to the Tabernacle, or the Body, does so with the specific purpose to study the
WORD in as pure a form as possible.
3) The Tabernacle
All believers have the desire to serve in the Tabernacle, to serve with Y’shua, the Great
High Priest in the Order of Melchizedek. We choose to enter in the Holy Of Holies, with
one intention, to honour the King of Kings ONLY!

THE CONCEPT OF DIVERSITY
A study of both the stories makes it very clear. We have very different people, with
different gifts / talents, with very different functions in the community. If you ever
doubted that each tribe was unique, all you have to do is make a study of the “blessing”
that both Jacob, and Moses prophesied over the tribes before they died… From soldiers,
to seaman, to scholars, to businessmen, and please note—these are the “blessings” in the
physical domain.
Paul, speaking about the exact same concept, but now defining the Spiritual gifts/
Blessings, mentions—ruler, mercy, exhorter, prophet, and so on..
In both cases, each individual will be a mixture of a few of these “blessings” – as GOD
(YHVH) sees fit for the place in the community where you ARE supposed to reach
your full potential.
However, for the community to function, to survive, to go to battle, to enter the land, and so
forth, they all have to be united under ONE banner.
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Consider how Moses speaks quite harshly with Reuben and Gad when he thinks that they
do not want to join in the battle for the of land Canaan, and instead want to farm quietly on
their own.

HOW DO WE RECONCILE THESE TWO ASPECTS?
We may think that this cause is a lost one. And it usually is so, if we allow man’s ego to
take charge.
However we have been blessed with a wonderful description of the marriage. We also see
that this idea is found through the Bible, starting in Genesis, all the way to Mount Sinai,
and on into the Book of Revelation.
And what is a Marriage?
It’s the unity of two individuals, with diverse backgrounds and ideas / thinking, into one
whole. Each of the two are described as “an opposite equal”.
As apposed to our normal attitude of finding fault, or trying to define the differences of
view, we could start by agreeing on the degree of common ground.
One most critical element that brings reconciliation of hearts and minds is this fact:
GOD (YHVH) IS BEYOND UNDERSTANDING AND DEFINITION BY THE HUMAN
MIND.
If both parties agree that GOD (YHVH) is the Creator of this Universe, that Y’shua came
to pave the way for the transformation of the physical to the spiritual domains, that
the Holy Spirit is our ever present Helper, then we have a major degree of common
ground.
If both parties can agree that occult practices, idolatry, are absolutely unacceptable we
have greater common ground. If we now discuss ethical business practice, society values
and so on it becomes more and more evident that we are one body / tribe.
Of course, some of the detail ideas / concepts may be highly debatable, and may cause
you to decide not to associate to a great degree with that party, but all in all we would have
less in fighting and more action in changing the world.

SPIRITUAL IMAGERY IN THE CAMP FORMATION
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One of the interesting facts to note is the formation of the camp around the Tabernacle.
We find that each group is led by a man whose name contains the name of GOD (YHVH):
Netan(el), Shlumi(el), Gamli(el) and Pagi(el)
We find that the each of the 4 groupings have unique attributes… clearly by studying the
blessing spoken out by Jacob, as well as later on by Moses, we can discern that each tribe
had very particular traits—anything from scholars to fisherman, to traders and so on.
GOD (YHVH) however puts THREE tribes together for a reason. In the later Books of
Joshua and Judges, we will see that each tribe will fight and try to overcome a very
specific group of the Canaanites enemy tribes. As you work through those battles, you will
note that every battle requires a different battle-plan. However, you will also note that GOD
(YHVH) empowers each tribe with the gifts/attributes needed for the circumstances that
they will face2.
In much the same way, the groupings of the tribes must worship and praise God as they
surround the Tabernacle.

2	
  See	
  our	
  ar1cle,	
  Figh1ng	
  With	
  Joshua	
  For	
  YOUR	
  Promised	
  Land

	
  hDp://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=249
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In the table below, we highlight the main attribute that the grouping bring to the act of
serving / worshipping at the Tabernacle.
Reuben, Shimon, Gad
Their names mean:
Reuben: Behold the son – This tribe’s focus is worship.
Shimon: Hear and obey - This tribe’s focus is wisdom.
Gad: Company - This tribe’s focus is fellowship / relationship.
Judah, Issachar, Zebulon
Judah: Confession, Praise of GOD (YHVH) –proclamation.
Issachar: Reward /provision—treasure
Zebulon: Abide
Efrayim, Mannashah, Benjamin
Efrayim: To increase / overflow.
Mannashah: Warrior.
Benjamin: Son of my right hand / Honour.
Dan, Asher, Naftali
Dan: Judge – discernment.
Asher: Happy / blessed – blessings.
Naftali: Striving / wrestler—conqueror-victory.

THE TRIBES / BODY CAN BE DIVIDED
While all of the tribes have a unique blessing and purpose, that fact is that each one
exercises their own free of choice to continue serving/worshiping God alone.
After the build up of the unity of the tribes by David, we find that the harsh hand of ruler
ship by Solomon, causes some of the tribes to break away..
2 Chronicles 10:3-4/19 “They sent and summoned him, so Yarov‘am and all Isra’el came
and said to Rechav‘am, “Your father laid a harsh yoke on us. But if you will lighten the
harsh service we had to render your father and ease his heavy yoke that he put on us, we
will serve you.”
Isra’el has been in rebellion against the dynasty of David to this day.
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Unfortunately, one of the side effects of not being in unity, is that you are often
exposed to evil / concepts that are not Godly.
So it’s not long before these TEN tribes fall into idolatry. Equally sad, these tribes never
repent of this sin, and eventually are punished by being taken into exile.
John tells us that the end time church will be filled with people who have the same spirit as
the ten tribes… who had the exact same attitude.
Revelation 3:17 “For you keep saying, ‘I am rich, I have gotten rich, I don’t need a
thing!’ You don’t know that you are the one who is wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and
naked!

THE TRIBES / BODY WILL BE REUNITED
We know that the tribes / Body are not in unity today.. prophecy tells us however that the
two parts will be reunited into one..
We will be “echad” again.
Romans 11:25 “For, brothers, I want you to understand this truth which God formerly
concealed but has now revealed, so that you won’t imagine you know more than you
actually do. It is that stoniness, to a degree, has come upon Isra’el, until the Gentile world
enters in its fullness; and that it is in this way that all Isra’el will be saved. As the Tanakh
says, “Out of Tziyon will come the Redeemer; he will turn away ungodliness from
Ya‘akov and this will be My Covenant with them, . . . when I take away their sins.”

HOW DO WE SERVE AS A DIVERSE UNITY?
It is important to review the Old Testament priesthood:
High Priest - Aaron (1 off)
Priest - his two sons (2 off)
Levites - (22000 off) the other sons of the tribe, and it’s here that we need to focus; many
people think that they are called to be priests.
In reality we are all priests!
And if I do the calculations, then every firstborn (22273) would have had to “carry” about
27 other people. Not far different from what we today call a home / cell group!!
A few, those with age / wisdom, etc. could be elders. But there is very little evidence that
the “people” will serve and support the priests. In fact, let’s look at the job description: The
ONLY job given to all of the other Levites was to CARRY things.
How do we carry? By serving the community, within the framework of the Commandments,
a lifestyle of servant-hood, integrity, ethical business, and loving your neighbour.
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A FINAL THOUGHT
WHY WOULD ALL OF THE TRIBES HAVE A UNQUE PLACE AROUND THE
TABERNACLE?
The setting not only expresses their individual contribution to the whole, but it does
something else...
It allows every tribe the opportunity to have a clear view of the Tabernacle. That means
everyone can see “the cloud by day and the fire by night”.
Can you imagine the effect of this? We know that too much sun is not good for us - so
GOD (YHVH) specifically puts up the cloud. We know that too much darkness is
overwhelming for us - so GOD (YHVH) brings the light to reveal the truth.
The Israelites had this advantage in the physical - they could “know” where GOD (YHVH)
was.
Paul tells us that we are to walk in the physical so that we can live in the spiritual (1
Corinthians 15:45-49).
Today you and I can be blinded by the power of the sun—the trappings of success in the
world. Today you and I can be enveloped in the total darkness of the occult / paganism
evil.

WE NEED THE CLOUD AND THE FIRE
For that reason, we need the Cloud of the WORD and the Fire of the Holy Spirit AND we
need to have spiritual insight as to exactly what our spiritual purpose and potential
is.
The darkest place that we can find ourselves, is if we are living at the FURTHEREST
extremity of where we should be. When we are not true to ourselves, to our spiritual
purpose, when we are not standing at the allotted position around the camp, we will
find our spirit and soul in the deepest sense of unhappiness and misery.
At the very moment that GOD’s Light shines in, and we takes strides to move towards our
purpose, we will find that we can “see” how GOD (YHVH) looks after us.

PROPHETIC DESTINY
The BODY / TRIBE will be united again. After all of the people come to their senses, call
upon GOD (YHVH) and repent, the BRIDE will then be united with the BRIDEGROOM.
Hosea 2:16-22 “On that day, says ADONAI you will call me, ‘Ishi [my husband]’; you will
no longer call me, ‘Ba‘ali [my master].’ For I will remove the names of the ba‘alim from her
mouth; they will never again be mentioned by name. When that day comes, I will make a
covenant for them with the wild animals, the birds in the air and the creeping things of the
earth. I will break bow and sword, sweep battle from the land, and make them lie down
securely.
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I will betroth you to me forever; yes, I will betroth you to me in righteousness, in justice, in
grace and in compassion; I will betroth you to me in faithfulness, and you will know
ADONAI. When that day comes, I will answer,” says ADONAI “I will answer the sky, and it
will answer the earth; the earth will answer the corn, wine and oil; and they will answer
Yizre‘el [God will sow].
I want to talk about something that I believe is important in relation to the End Times.
We begin our journey with a physical Tabernacle. A small structure 150 feet long, 75 feet
wide, and 13 feet high. (Exodus 26:15-30)
We end our journey with a Tabernacle made up of Living Stones. (1 Peter 2:5)
It stands to reason, that the boards and exactly how they are connected, must be
replicated in the spiritual domain of the Living Stones in the new Tabernacle.
Those who are “saved by grace” become the “boards” of this new dwelling.
Ephesians 2:19-22 “So then, you are no longer foreigners and strangers. On the
contrary, you are fellow-citizens with God’s people and members of God’s family. You have
built on the foundation of the emissaries and the prophets, with the cornerstone being
Yeshua the Messiah Himself. In union with Him the whole building is held together,
and it is growing into a holy temple in union with the Lord. Yes, in union with Him, you
yourselves are being built together into a spiritual dwelling-place for God!
How are we fitted together?
1) The boards / Living Stones stand on a foundation of pure silver. This silver is not a
free-will offering, but a ransom paid for each soul.
Exodus 30:11-16 “ADONAI said to Moshe, “When you take a census of the people of
Isra’el and register them, each, upon registration, is to pay a ransom for his life to
ADONAI, to avoid any breakout of plague among them during the time of the census.
Everyone subject to the census is to pay as an offering to ADONAI half a shekel [one-fifth
of an ounce of silver]- by the standard of the sanctuary shekel (a shekel equals twenty
gerahs). Everyone over twenty years of age who is subject to the census is to give this
offering to ADONAI — the rich is not to give more or the poor less than the half-shekel
when giving ADONAI’s offering to atone for your lives. You are to take the atonement
money from the people of Isra’el and use it for the service in the tent of meeting, so that it
will be a reminder of the people of Isra’el before ADONAI to atone for your lives.
I Peter 1:18-19 “You should be aware that the ransom paid to free you from the worthless
way of life which your fathers passed on to you did not consist of anything perishable like
silver or gold; on the contrary, it was the costly bloody sacrificial death of the Messiah, as
of a lamb without defect or spot.
2) The boards/Living Stones are bound together by bars. In the wilderness Tabernacle,
this bar joined each of the boards to each other, in an unseen manner.
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Within the Living Stone Tabernacle, the bond of unity/fellowship is the glue that holds us
together.

!

Ephesians 4:2,16 “Always be humble, gentle and patient, bearing with one another in
love, and making every effort to preserve the unity the Spirit gives through the
binding power of shalom. There is one Body and one Spirit, just as when you were
called you were called to one hope. Under His control, the whole Body is being fitted and
held together by the support of every joint, with each part working to fulfill its function; this
is how the Body grows and builds itself up in love.
It stands to reason (but I am not saying that you are a tribesman) that by virtue of your
calling and purpose in GOD’s Kingdom, that you will function and be the wall on one
of the sides of the Living Stone Tabernacle.
Make sure that your foundation is secure. Make sure that you are firmly joined together to
the Living Stone next to you. Make sure that you reflect the Light of the calling that your
wall of the Tabernacle needs. Stand and take courage.
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless
them.”
--Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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