BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
READING
---Roly Buys--1

Parashah BO “Come” - week 15

THE CALLING OF FIRST BORN
This week’s reading comes from Exodus 10:1-13:16, Jeremiah 46:13-28, and John
19:31-37, Revelation 16:1-21.

Sum Summary
In this portion, we read about the last plague, the preparation for the exodus and
the first Passover. Each story has an immense amount of detail, and prophetic
meaning.

TO BE A FIRSTBORN
This portion gives the account of the Israelites leaving Ra’amses and travelling to
Sukkot. In amongst all of these details, one verse seems to stand out – one of
DECLARATION and PURPOSE… “Set aside for me all the
firstborn”.
Exodus 13:1-2 1 Adonai said to Moshe, 2 “Set aside for me
all the firstborn. Whatever is first from the womb among the
people of Isra’el, both of humans and of animals, belongs to
me.”
From the discussion between Pharaoh and Moses,
particularly when Pharaoh says “I do not know this God of
Israel and neither will I let Israel go," we can conclude that
the “Pharaoh’s” of this world-the worldly leaders who reject
GOD’s Kingdom, will be unwilling to let us (the Body of
Messiah) go free. The world leaders obtain their power, glory and wealth by keeping
people slaves. Interestingly, there are many people who think that merely because
they have a vote in a democracy that they are totally free.
Any believer in the GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, becomes a very big
threat, simply because you are saying that the world government system is
unacceptable. Worldly leaders retain power while they retain control.
GOD (YHVH) has shown time and again that He will destroy the enemy.
However, we have to call out for deliverance. Only then does GOD (YHVH) hear.
And we have to desire to be free. This freedom is not that which is normally
associated with the “care-free lifestyle”, but rather a desire to be free to worship and
live in the manner that would please GOD (YHVH).
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Jeremiah 4:27-28 “27 For here is what Adonai says: ‘The whole land will be desolate
(although I will not destroy it completely). 28 Because of this, the land will mourn and the
sky above be black; for I have spoken, I have decided, I will not change my mind, I will not
turn back.’”
Jeremiah 16:16 “‘Look’, says Adonai, ‘I will send for many fishermen, and they will fish for
them. Afterwards, I will send for many hunters; and they will hunt them from every
mountain and hill and out of caves in the rocks.’”
Because we have been delivered, we will willingly redeem our firstborn.
GOD (YHVH) determined that a Branch of Righteousness would arise; that a time
would come when lost sheep would be re-gathered. That Branch of Righteousness,
that King Who reigns, prospers and executes righteous judgment is Y’shua (Jesus)
the Messiah.
Jeremiah 23:3-8 “3 I myself will gather what remains of my flock from all the countries
where I have driven them and bring them back to their homes, and they will be fruitful and
increase their numbers. 4 I will appoint shepherds over them who will shepherd them; then
they will no longer be afraid or disgraced; and none will be missing,” says Adonai. 5 “The
days are coming,” says Adonai when I will raise a righteous Branch for David. He will
reign as king and succeed, he will do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days
Y’hudah will be saved, Isra’el will live in safety, and the name given to him will be Adonai
Tzidkenu [Adonai our righteousness]. 7 “Therefore,” says Adonai, “the day will come when
people no longer swear, ‘As Adonai lives, who brought the people of Isra’el out of the land
of Egypt,’ 8 but, ‘As Adonai lives, who brought the descendants of the house of Isra’el up
from the land to the north’ and from all the countries where I drove them. Then they will live
in their own land.”
Paul tells us that we, the wild olive, have been
grafted into this natural olive. This means that we
become sons of Abraham, through adoption, and
even more importantly, become heirs to the terms
and obligations of the Covenant.
By being grafted in, we have been delivered - by
feeding from the Root of the olive - we become a
part of the First Fruits and a part of the
congregation of believers. Immediately, when you
understand the new relationship that you have, and
understand that GOD (YHVH) has a special place
for you and your family, then you will desire nothing
more than to do His will. And He asks of you to
redeem your firstborn.

3

Romans 11:13-17 “13 However, to those of you who are Gentiles I say this: since I myself
am an emissary sent to the Gentiles, I make known the importance of my work 14 in the
hope that somehow I may provoke some of my own people to jealousy and save some of
them! 15 For if their casting Yeshua aside means reconciliation for the world, what will their
accepting him mean? It will be life from the dead! 16 Now if the hallah offered as firstfruits
is holy, so is the whole loaf. And if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 But if some of
the branches were broken off, and you — a wild olive — were grafted in among them
and have become equal sharers in the rich root of the olive tree.”
Why would GOD (YHVH) ask this of us? Would GOD (YHVH) want to rob us of a
child? No, to have us understand that He desires nothing more than to have every
single family represented in the Tabernacle, to have every family’s needs /hopes
presented in prayer at the Altar, to have every family visibly connected with GOD.
How will the world know that we are obedient to GOD’s (YHVH) Commandments,
how will they know that we serve this Living GOD?
A son, who walks in the paths of righteousness, who reveals the attributes of GOD
(YHVH), who loves GOD (YHVH) with all of his heart, will be the evidence of a
redeemed son.
That visible sign will be a reflection of a father’s commitment,
Exodus 13:15[b] “15 When Pharaoh was unwilling to let us go, Adonai killed all the
firstborn males in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of humans and the firstborn of
animals. This is why I sacrifice to Adonai any male that is first from the womb of an animal,
but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.”
We have this wonderful ceremony where the parents come before GOD (YHVH),
and present the child to the priest, declarations of thanksgiving and praises for this
wonderful gift that they have been blessed with are made. At this point in time the
priest blesses the child, acknowledges that they belong wholly to GOD (YHVH) for
service in the Tabernacle.
The parents then make the proclamation that they wish to “redeem” the child, they
promise to teach and reveal GOD’s attributes to the child, and then offer the priest
the redemptive value of five shekels.
Numbers 3:43-47 “43 The total number of firstborn males registered, a month old and
over, of those who were counted, was 22,273. 44 Adonai said to Moshe, 45 “Take the
L’vi’im in place of all the firstborn among the people of Isra’el, and the cattle of the L’vi’im in
place of their cattle; the L’vi’im are to belong to me, Adonai. 46 Since there were 273
more firstborn males from Isra’el than male L’vi’im, in order to redeem them, 47 you are to
take five shekels [two ounces] for each of these (use the sanctuary shekel, which is equal
to twenty gerahs).”
A) Fathers are empowered to “set aside” their children for their unique role in
life.
We fulfil this role when we identify their GOD-given calling, train them up to meet
the challenges that will define whether they reach up to meet their purpose.
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At the same time, fathers need to help formulate this Godly vision, so that the child
will be able to identify the counterfeit worldly callings.
B) Fathers enable all children in their purpose.
While the indication is clear that the firstborn would be dedicated to service in
GOD’s (YHVH) Kingdom, that same function would apply to all of the other children,
in relation to their GOD-given giftings.
Fathers are also empowered to lead the children away from the worldly system and
to release them (let them “go”) on the journey that will take them to their portion of
the Promised Land.
Whilst the act of “going” seems to be more physical than spiritual, the reality is that
they are intertwined with each other.
GOD delivered us from Egypt and GOD delivered us from the kingdom of this world,
through the work of Messiah on the cross.
John 19:16-19, 32-33 “16 Then Pilate handed Yeshua over to them to have him put to
death on the stake. So they took charge of Yeshua. 17 Carrying the stake himself he
went out to the place called Skull (in Aramaic, Gulgolta). 18 There they nailed him to the
stake along with two others, one on either side, with Yeshua in the middle. 19 Pilate also
had a notice written and posted on the stake; it read, YESHUA FROM NATZERET THE
KING OF THE JEWS. 32 The soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who had
been put on a stake beside Yeshua, then the legs of the other one; 33 but when they got to
Yeshua and saw that he was already dead, they didn’t break his legs.”
C) Fathers must bless.
A child that has never really left the home, or
one that has run away of their own accord,
will struggle to “go” into their spiritual calling.
A child that has been blessed and released,
will on the other hand, (even if their journey
takes a few detours) be able to connect with
the spiritual land easily.

A CHILD OF ABRAHAM will
keep Passover.

The commandment to keep the Feast is clear. Do we see this as a responsibility, as
a ritual…? NO.
A child whose life is defined by the purpose of revealing GOD’s (YHVH) character,
and who can define the difference and the distance between their possible position
in this world and their standing in GOD’s (YHVH) Kingdom, will rejoice in the
possibility to be at this celebration.
The terms of the Feast are simple:
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Exodus 12:2-4 2 “You are to begin your calendar with this month; it will be the first month
of the year for you. 3 Speak to all the assembly of Isra’el and say, ‘On the tenth day of this
month, each man is to take a lamb or kid for his family, one per household — 4
except that if the household is too small for a whole lamb or kid, then he and his
next-door neighbor should share one, dividing it in proportion to the number of
people eating it.”
•

There will be a seven-day rest period.

•

To eat unleavened bread, called Matzo.

•

To eat a family meal.

The Spiritual meaning is far more profound.
A) We accept our role in life.
In the community (by inviting smaller families to join), we accept our role as
individuals (to eat my share of the lamb).
Exodus 12:3-4 “3 Speak to all the assembly of Isra’el and say, ‘On the tenth day of this
month, each man is to take a lamb or kid for his family, one per household — 4 except
that if the household is too small for a whole lamb or kid, then he and his next-door
neighbor should share one, dividing it in proportion to the number of people eating
it.”
B) We live as free men.
Exodus 13:3-4 “3 Moshe said to the people, ‘Remember this day, on which you left Egypt,
the abode of slavery; because Adonai, by the strength of his hand, has brought you
out of this place. Do not eat hametz. 4 You are leaving today, in the month of Aviv.’”
One of the most striking differences between a slave and a free man is “time”.
Slaves work to the demands of other men. Slavery comes in many formats — from
the days of Pharaoh, to the concentration camps in Germany, to the very way that
people give their lives over to the pursuit of worldly goals—mostly money, power
or sport. Although today’s people think they are free—they live in a democratic
society and cast a vote, their lifestyle is slavishly sold out to a worldly materialistic
goal.
Free men have time. Free men respect time. They take time to appreciate things—
a sunset, a beautiful flower, a child’s smile. They take time to reflect on things—to
remember a father’s encouraging words, to recall the happiness of the birth of a
grandchild. They take time to anticipate the wonders of the future—to stand at a
granddaughter’s first concert and think of the day when she will sing at her own
wedding…
We have a specified amount of time allocated by GOD (YHVH), defined in seconds.
As every second ticks by, we have one less. What we do with each second
counts. Use it wisely.
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C) We are ready to travel.
Exodus 12:41 “41 At the end of 430 years to the day, all the divisions of Adonai left the
land of Egypt.”
Children of the Promise know that they must be ready to travel at any given time.
The sound of the shofar and the Voice of the Holy Spirit, will determine where we
are to be at any given moment. Our land is not PHYSICAL, our land is SPIRITUAL,
we need to be able to react immediately, whenever we see the sign of the “cloud”
moving.
As our pathways interact with the community in this world, we will be given fleeting
moments of opportunity to respond to the Spirit, and to reveal the Image of GOD
(YHVH). It could be that we are courteous in the traffic, it could be that we
encourage someone that is unhappy, it could be that we congratulate a stranger for
a job well done.
It’s only when I am on my journey, following the cloud on GOD’s (YHVH) purposeful
road, that I will have a chance to meet someone unexpectedly and if my eyes are
open and my heart is true, then my words of blessing, life, hope will be like an arrow
fired straight at the soul.
D) We are circumcised.
We are NOT allowed to keep this Feast if we have not been circumcised,
Exodus 12:48-49 48 If a foreigner staying with you wants to observe Adonai’s Pesach,
all his males must be circumcised. Then he may take part and observe it; he will be
like a citizen of the land. But no uncircumcised person is to eat it. 49 The same teaching is
to apply equally to the citizen and to the foreigner living among you.”
This, for the children of Israel, was a physical manifestation of a spiritual reality.
The circumcision became a sign of the connection with GOD (YHVH).
These first people that took part in the exodus had committed their lives/hearts and
souls to GOD (YHVH). And because of this commitment, the physical sign had
profound meaning.
After a few years, the decedents continued with the physical sign but no longer
followed GOD (YHVH) with all of their hearts. In fact, many of them had turned to
idol worship and other sins.
It’s for this reason that the prophets would later tell us the physical sign has no
meaning and that GOD (YHVH) desires a circumcised heart.
**NUGGET!** The physical sign, together with a life dedicated to serving GOD (YHVH) [as
evidence of a circumcised heart] reveal the mark of a son of Abraham.
Deuteronomy 10:16 “16 Therefore, circumcise the foreskin of your heart; and don’t be
stiffnecked any longer!”
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Deuteronomy 30:6 “6 Then Adonai your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts
of your children, so that you will love Adonai your God with all your heart and all your
being, and thus you will live.”
Jeremiah 4:4 “People of Y’hudah and inhabitants of Yerushalayim, circumcise yourselves
for Adonai, remove the foreskins of your heart! Otherwise my fury will lash out like fire,
burning so hot that no one can quench it, because of how evil your actions are.”
E) We are ready to face challenges.
Children who have been released in their potential, will be ready to face the
unknown. Years ago, after years of slavery, we picked up our belongings, and
travelled out to face the unknown.
It’s no different today. We are told that we will face trials and tribulations. GOD
(YHVH) blesses us with sufficient “grace/goodness” to deal with every
circumstance. Grace does not take away my trials, rather it empowers me to walk in
victory, to persevere until I reach the Promised Land.

WHAT CAUSES CHILDREN OF THE PROMISE TO MISS
THE MARK

The story of Pharaoh that we study this week is meant as a life lesson for all of us.
We will face world leaders that will challenge your purpose. The actions of Pharaoh
will be repeated by world leaders, often in your walk with GOD (YHVH).
We see in the engagement between Pharaoh and Moses, that Pharaoh tries no
less that 3 times to come to some form of solution, BUT one which is always at a
compromise to the express Will of GOD (YHVH).
Exodus 10:11 “11 Nothing doing! Just the men among you may go and worship Adonai.
That’s what you want, isn’t it?” And they were driven out of Pharaoh’s presence.”

CONCLUSION
We learn from this portion that compromise is the slippery slope that leads you
away from Jerusalem to the city of Sodom.
Renew your mind!! Focus on the vision of a firstborn .
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SHALOM

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless
them.”
—Numbers 24:24-27

Shalom!!
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