BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
READING
---Roly Buys--1

Parashah Hukkat & Balak- week 39 & 40

WHEN THE KING RETURNS, HE MAY JUST ASK: HOW DID YOU
TREAT MY DONKEYS?
This week’s portion covers Numbers 19:1-25:9; Judges 11:1-33; Micah 5,6-6:8; and
John 3:9-21; 4:3-30; 12:27-50; 2 Peter 2:1-22; Revelation2:14-15.

Summary
We are going to study the principle of the Red Heifer:
•

Moses will lose his temper and strike the rock for the water to come out.

•

Moses will make the bronze snake on the pole.

•

Various kingdoms will attempt to prevent their entry into the Land, AND all will be
defeated.

•

Bilaam will work for King Balak and attempt to curse the Israelites in direct
opposition to the Will of GOD (YHVH).

•

GOD (YHVH) will use a donkey, whenever man refuses to listen to Him.

This portion has many perplexing stories. For most of these Commandments and events,
there appears, at a first glance / initial observation, that there is no clear/logical
explanation for why we should be keeping them.
In the Western culture the donkey is a stubborn, lazy animal, and in many ways this
thinking pattern already causes us to formulate a negative view of everything that follows.
In the Middle-Eastern culture, we observe somewhat of a different viewpoint. Here we
see that the donkey is regarded as loyal, as a hard-worker, as something that has
huge strength – and therefore of value.
The donkey is often seen in Bible stories - for example, the prophetess Deborah rides the
donkey as well as people from King David’s household.
One of the first stories that we find is that of Moses, whose family came riding into Egypt
on a donkey. In this case, we see that Moses, as a family man, takes his family with him in
order that they can take part in the prophetic destiny of the Israelites that he will lead.
Exodus 4:20 So Moses took his wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and
went back to the land of Egypt.
Earlier, in the time of Joseph and his reconciliation with his family, we will see that when
Jacob’s other sons come back from Egypt we will see that they bring the grain back on
donkeys. Here the donkey is the bearer of gifts, of blessing, of a new lease of life, of the
renewal of a son/father relationship.
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Genesis 42:26 They loaded their grain on their donkeys and departed.
Genesis 45:23 Likewise, to his father he sent ten donkeys loaded with the finest goods
Egypt produced, as well as ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread and food for his
father to eat on the return journey.
At the end of Jacob’s life, he will declare a blessing over Issachar—once again from the
Western mindset, we may think that this son has been badly treated, but in fact he is
blessed with the characteristics of servant-hood.
Genesis 49:14-15 Yissakhar is a strong donkey lying down in the sheep sheds. On seeing
how good is settled life and how pleasant the country, he will bend his back to the
burden, and submit to forced labor.
We need to look at this blessing with different eyes. From the Western view—this seems
more like a curse.
However, look carefully at the words - and look at the end point - the goal.

•

A resting place that is good.

•

A land that is pleasant.
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Suddenly, we realize that this blessing entails the potential to persevere, to work over a
long period of many years.
This blessing tells us that we have the capacity to carry the burden in order to possess our
Land, in order to conquer the enemy, in order to build the walls that will form the
boundary of protection. Jacob has, in fact, blessed this son with a “future” legacy potential.
The donkey, as blessing, speaks of the possibility to settle in the Negev desert, where we
will start with nothing and will work until the desert starts to bloom.
With the modern-day cars, buses and so on, we rarely think about the days when animals
were the transport of choice. In a sense, because mankind is not longer so directly
connected to the land/crops and so on, we have little point of reference to the value that a
donkey may have had.
Recently Amanda and I went to Israel for a few weeks. Some of our last few days were
spent at Ein Gedi.
On the road down from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea, the road makes a 90 degree right turn
towards the sea. At that junction you will find a petrol station and a café.
Here, in the hot dry sun, you will find two camels waiting patiently for tourists to stop, and
for the fee of 10 dollars, you can ride one and have your photo taken.
Not very far further down that road, you will pass the first really big date palm plantations.
For some or other reason these farmers have collected donkeys. I have tried to read up
about it, and it seems that they have rescued these animals from a life of abuse. Here on
the Kibbutz they can enjoy the last few days in shalom.

NOT KOSHER
The donkey is not one of the kosher animals. The Hebrew name for donkey –“chamor”
comes from the word that means “clay/loam”, has meant that any reference of man to a
donkey has taken on the connotation that man is focused on materialism.
Strangely, nothing about the animal reflects the material world.
Yet, in GOD (YHVH)’s Eyes the donkey retains its value, and we are expected to redeem
the firstborn of the donkey together with the “kosher” lamb, or else we are to break its
neck.
Exodus 13:13 Every firstborn from a donkey, you are to redeem with a lamb; but if you
choose not to redeem it, you must break its neck.
No one is really certain why this is so. Maybe, it is simply because the donkey has a part
to play in the prophetic destiny of the people. Remember, the Messiah will come riding
on a donkey.
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Does this mean that Messiah rules over the material? Or maybe it is telling us that in order
to serve in the spiritual Tabernacle, we need to ride on/conquer the material things of the
world?
Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice with all your heart, daughter of Tziyon! Shout out loud, daughter of
Yerushalayim! Look! Your king is coming to you. He is righteous, and he is victorious. Yet
he is humble — he’s riding on a donkey, yes, on a lowly donkey’s colt.

TALKING DONKEY
Obviously, a talking animal sounds ridiculous. After all, this is the stuff that is taken up in
fairy tales - children stories. Before we write off this as fiction however, consider the
following:
In the story of Adam and Eve—we find that the serpent also spoke…
Genesis 3:1-2 Now the serpent was more crafty than any wild animal which ADONAI,
God, had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You are not to eat from any
tree in the garden’?” The woman answered the serpent, “We may eat from the fruit of the
trees of the garden.”
YOU WILL EXPERIENCE OPPOSITION WHEN YOU ARE WALKING ON GOD
(YHVH)’S PATHWAY FOR YOUR LIFE.
Let us look at the background to the story of the talking donkey!!
The Israelites, after wasting 40 years in the wilderness while the older generation dies out,
are now on their way to enter the Land of Promise. One would have hoped that they could
enter the land without a fight and settle down quietly. The history of the entering of Canaan
will become a mirror image of your and my walk, as we are about to enter our potential in
Messiah.
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You must understand, that if you are not experiencing trials and tribulations, i.e. no
opposition to a simple life of obedience to His Commandments, then you can be
assured that you are on the wrong road.
In the physical domain, one or two pagan kings will rise up against them—for example, the
kings of Sihon, and Og of Bashan.
Before we enter the Land, we have to go to war!! It is not an easy journey. But the good
news is: the enemy will be defeated.
Today you can visit the site of this ancient kingdom and still see the fortifications and the
pagan symbols. You need to remember that these are not the only enemy that wants to
keep the Israelites from reaching their destiny.
And so onwards the Israelites will march towards the land of Moab—and king Balak.
NOTE*: something very interesting – (and this is before any sound of warfare has been
made)
•

Balak is afraid of them,

•

Balak wants to see them defeated.

But, his reason is simple.
Numbers 22:5 They cover the face of the earth (there are many of them),They are settling
next to me.
What is he saying…they are going to eat up all
of the crops and their cattle will eat up all of
the grazing?
We have a repeat of the story between Abraham
and Lot - In Balak’s mind, it is all about survival—
just like Lot thought that he should look after
himself by choosing the “best” grazing, so Balak
thinks that he must find a way to protect his food
supply. (If the people look like locusts to you, you
will only have a picture of ruined crops and
devoured grazing in your mind—have you ever
seen a field after a swarm of locusts have
passed through? This king felt the same way
about the Israelites—he was concerned that
there would be nothing left over for them when
the Israelites had moved on).

**NUGGET!** Some of the tribulations that we face will not be as a result of outright
hatred, but from a position of fear for who we are (When we walk inside of the
Covenant).
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SPIRITUAL MESSAGE FOR TODAY
We have in the “physical” the story of Balaam riding on his donkey.
In the “spiritual” domain, we have the story of the Messiah riding on a donkey. Y’shua, on
His entry in Jerusalem, fulfills this prophecy completely.
We can therefore draw some parallels from the Balaam events, into the world of today,
and more specifically into the spiritual domain. In order to understand what this all means
for us, we need to ask ourselves how the Balaam and the Messiah donkey stories are
connected. And the answer would lie in the image of our self-ego or old man.
Balaam is a false prophet—a forerunner for the anti-messiah. His actions in some way
prophetically describe what will happen in the end-times.
Remember, GOD (YHVH) allows us to choose what we want to do - it’s called freedom of
choice. Obviously there are blessing when our choices are Godly and curses when our
choices are not.
By association, namely, if we draw an analogy from the story where Messiah rides the
donkey - it leads us to understand that we (our mind/soul) is continually acting as the
“old-man” in our lives and that our “mind/soul” are represented by the donkey. We
are told to crucify the “old man” - if we can subdue the “old-man”, then we are allowing the
Messiah to ride on our lives.
In the end-times, you and I will have to exercise freedom of choice, and the aim of this
study is to help us to make the choice that shows that we choose life.
Let us now return to the portion that describes the donkey’s experience. In this case
consider—it was a she-donkey—and we are the Bride!!! We can read this whole
portion, and then let us analyze it verse by verse.
The anti-messiah (Balaam) drives us down the “Derek - Hebrew for path” of this
world. GOD (YHVH) comes to put blockages / obstacles in front of you on this path of
destruction / wrong choices. Every time the angel stands in front of your “old-man-donkey”
then this is the time to stop and think.
The choices of the places where the donkey goes, highlights some attributes of this
wrong road that we could be on. It is not fatal to be on the wrong road. It is fatal not to
change direction when you have been warned. It is also probably easy to know if you are
on the wrong road if it relates to sinful decisions, but I would suggest that what is far more
critical today, is for you to evaluate if the WORD given by pastors / teachers / prophets is
in fact “truth and sprit”.
IF ANY of these situations look FAMILIAR to you, then maybe it is TIME for you to
STOP and CONSIDER if you really want to continue on this journey.
Numbers 22:21-27 So Bil‘am got up in the morning, saddled his donkey and went with the
princes of Mo’av. But God’s anger flared up because he went, and the angel of ADONAI
stationed himself on the path to bar his way. He was riding on his donkey, and his two
servants were with him.
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The donkey saw the angel of ADONAI standing on the road, drawn sword in hand; so the
donkey turned off the road into the field; and Bil‘am had to beat the donkey to get it
back on the road. Then the angel of ADONAI stood on the road where it became narrow
as it passed among the vineyards and had stone walls on both sides. The donkey saw the
angel of ADONAI and pushed up against the wall, crushing Bil‘am’s foot against the
wall. So he beat it again. The angel of ADONAI moved ahead and stood in a place so
tight that there was no room to turn either right or left. Again the donkey saw the
angel of ADONAI and lay down under Bil‘am, which made him so angry that he hit the
donkey with his stick.

THE THREE-SIDE TRAILS
A) Turned aside (1) out of the road (2) and went into the field (3)
The donkey saw the angel of ADONAI standing on the road, drawn sword in hand; so the
donkey turned off the road into the field; and Bil‘am had to beat the donkey to get it back
on the road.
Numbers 22:23 The donkey saw the angel of ADONAI standing on the road, drawn sword
in hand; so the donkey turned off the road into the field; and Bil‘am had to beat the donkey
to get it back on the road.
The concept of a field refers to any cultivated area as opposed to a wilderness. The field is
unfenced, and can be some distance from a few scattered houses or a small village.
1) The word “turn aside” carries quite a connotation - from merely moving in a different
direction, to:

1.1) Turning away from wisdom
Proverbs 2:2, 21:1
… paying attention to wisdom inclining your mind toward
understanding — yes, if you will call for insight and raise your voice for discernment.

1.2) Seducing someone
Proverbs 7:21 With all her sweet talk she convinces him, enticing him with her seductive
words.
B) The word – “road” - has the simple meaning of being on a journey, walking along a
path. The obvious question is, are you traveling on the path for which you have been
destined, or have you deviated off.
Proverbs 7:19 “My husband isn’t at home, he’s gone on a long trip.
C) The word - “field” - speaks to the idea of a cultivated field, or a meadow. The path is
clearly a deviation from the one that we should be walking on, and now we are moving
further from the truth, instead of facing the consequence and repenting.
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Esau and Jacob
One of the stories that should make us think about the wrong field is that of the man Esau.
Jacob is described as a man of the tents—learning and studying – a man of relationships.
Esau is described as a man of the field—a hunter—a warrior:
Genesis 25:27 The boys grew; and ‘Esav became a skillful hunter, an outdoorsman;
while Ya‘akov was a quiet man who stayed in the tents.
Clearly this word is warning to us. Could it possibly be that we are not inside of
GOD (YHVH)’s cultivated field of truth, but instead are standing somewhere in a field
where false teachings are the order of the day.

A similar lesson: the Israelites TURN ASIDE!
Do we have a lesson that we can use with respect to the Israelites that highlights the same
message of “turning aside”? The answer is YES. In highlighting this error we have only
spoken about Balaam and company.
The Israelites start off from a different foundation.
They have experienced GOD (YHVH)’s deliverance.
They have just experienced the Biblical truth about the offering of the Red Heifer.
They have been blessed with an abundant supply of water until now, but Miriam, who had
been the custodian of the water, had died.
They had been protected by, and given direction in their lives by the Cloud of Glory.
However, suddenly they feel the heat of the day. They become thirsty. They start to cry out
for water!!!! And this physical thirst consumes their faith in GOD (YHVH).
Numbers 20:1-2 The people of Isra’el, the whole community, entered the Tzin Desert in
the first month, and they stayed in Kadesh. There Miryam died, and there she was
buried.
Numbers 20:2 Because the community had no water, they assembled themselves against
Moshe and Aharon.
However, they are soon going to step out of the domain of
blessing. They are going to lose faith in GOD (YHVH) and
only consider that they can see with the physical eye, as it
were.
They are unhappy about the heat and lack of water. Now
they rise up and complain - they grumble.
Numbers 20:3 The people quarreled with Moshe and said,
“We wish we had died when our brothers died before
ADONAI.
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The lack of water was a direct result of their attitudes (lashon hara1) toward GOD (YHVH)
with the result that the Living Water dries up. Their uncircumcised hearts rendered Y’shua
and the WORD unpalatable to them.

Note—in their grumblings they say that they wish that they could have figs, pomegranates
—but is it not ironic, some time earlier at a stage when their fathers had the chance to
live with these fruits in abundance, they had turned it down. (Remember the events
described as the Sin of the Spies? – Ten spies came back with a bad report causing
a whole generation (to die in the wilderness. (Numbers 13:23)
Numbers 20:4-5 Why did you bring ADONAI’s community into this desert? To die there,
we and our livestock? Why did you make us leave Egypt? To bring us to this terrible place
without seed, figs, grapevines, pomegranates or even water to drink?
What’s wrong with grumbling?
Those who grumble are people with “narrow-minded thinking and a sense of their own
self importance.”
Moses and Aaron get instruction from GOD (YHVH) as to how the water will be produced.
For many years people have suggested that Moses was angry and hit the rock instead
of speaking to it. This could very possibly be true. However, a strange choice of words
used by Moses and Aaron could reveal something different.
It may very well be that they thought that they could bring forth the water in their own
way. Note the “we”:

1The	
  Hebrew	
  term	
  lashon	
  hara	
  (or	
  loshon	
  hora)	
  (Hebrew	
   
	הרע  
	;לשון "evil	
  tongue")	
  is	
  the	
  

halakhic	
  term	
  for	
  derogatory	
  speech	
  about	
  another	
  person.	
  hIps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Lashon_hara
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Numbers 20:10 Listen here, you rebels! Are we supposed to bring you water from this
rock?
To misrepresent the Word of GOD (YHVH) was a grievous error. GOD (YHVH) intended
for the sheep to be led by mercy and truth and not struck with harsh words. The show of
a stony heart rendered Moses and Aaron unclean, and just as the Israelites before them
had been judged unfit to enter the Land, they too were prevented from entering in.
B) The narrow path between the walls that are the boundaries to a vineyard, where
your foot can get crushed.
This is the second time that we deviate from the path. Remember, it is not the path that
GOD (YHVH) would have chosen for us. When we turn off the road we should ask: “do we
turn towards GOD (YHVH) or do we allow our feet take us somewhere else?”
Numbers 22:24-25 “Then the angel of ADONAI stood on the road (1) where it became
narrow as it passed among the vineyards and had stone walls (2) on both sides. The
donkey saw the angel of ADONAI and pushed (3) up against the wall, crushing (3)
Bil‘am’s foot (5) against the wall. (4) So he beat it again.
Let us look at some of the interesting ideas that arise when we look closely at this
sentence.
(1) The word “road” or “path” speaks of a “hollow” way - if we take into account that the
understanding that the word field / vineyard carries the idea of a field planted with noble
vines, and that vineyard often refers to people then we can define this in these words: a
group of noble believers.
Matthew 20:1 / (Luke 20:9) For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.
(2) The word “wall” speaks of a fortified position
Psalm 62:3, 4 How long will all of you attack a man to batter him, like a leaning wall, a
tottering fence? They only plan to thrust him down from his high position. They take
pleasure in falsehood. They bless with their mouths, but inwardly they curse. Selah
(3) The words for “pushed up and crushing” come from the same Hebrew word Strong’s H 3905.
And it is here that we get some idea of the interaction that takes place.
•

To squeeze

•

To oppress

•

To afflict, to force.

The common understanding under the Body of Messiah is that the kingdoms of this world
oppress us when in fact much of it has to do with the choices that we make.
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On the other hand, I think that GOD (YHVH) often gets the blame for some of our
problems, which we experience due to the wrong choices that we have already made, and
implemented.
(4) Interestingly, the word for “wall” used here has a different meaning.
We find that we are pressed against the wall of a house or chamber, or the sides of the
Altar.
We see this word usage in the following verses:
Leviticus 1:15 The cohen is to bring it to the altar, snap off its head and make it go up in
smoke on the altar; its blood is to be drained out on the side of the altar.
Jeremiah 4:19 My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! Oh the walls of my heart! My
heart is beating wildly; I cannot keep silent, for I hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarm
of war.
It seems that our wrong choices are held up against the Altar for us to see and
comprehend, and the pain of the crushing is magnified because we are aware of exactly
what the Godly standard was all the time.
(5) The word “feet / foot” provides us with further insight as to the consequences of bad
choices.
The word can mean foot, in the common sense, but also.
•

To haunt—as in the feeling of guilt and remorse

•

To walk at the pace/gait of cattle/sheep—as in the understanding that we are not
able to reach our potential, we are limited in being able to react, we have lowered
our standard to that of the animal. More importantly, we now have restricted
ability to follow.

A lesson from the Israelites
When we choose to walk on GOD (YHVH)’s path, we should learn not to complain.
Back to our story …
It is not long before the Israelites are unhappy again. They are on their way into the
Promised Land.
Numbers 21:4 Then they traveled from Mount Hor on the road toward the Sea of Suf in
order to go around the land of Edom; but the people’s tempers grew short because of
the detour.
But mostly they seem to think that it should be an easy journey, and when problems arise
they soon get discouraged.
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Numbers 21:5 The people spoke against God and against Moshe: “Why did you bring us
up out of Egypt? To die in the desert? There’s no real food, there’s no water, and we’re
sick of this miserable stuff we’re eating!”
You see, Manna—which had everything that they needed, and which tasted wonderful all
of these years, suddenly becomes unpalatable when their attitude changes for the worse.
Spiritually this is also true.
When we are not in alignment with GOD (YHVH)’s Word / Purpose, then the Word of GOD
(YHVH) becomes a burden, becomes Law, becomes a heavy yoke.
Num. 21:6 “In response, ADONAI sent poisonous snakes among the people…
Take careful note of the difference in the reaction of the Israelites:
•

Balaam and his donkey are on the wrong road and deviate further.

•

The Israelites make a bad choice but are quick to repent.

Num 21:7-8 “The people came to Moshe and said, “We sinned by speaking against
ADONAI and against you. Pray to ADONAI that He rid us of these snakes.” Moshe
prayed for the people, and ADONAI answered Moshe: “Make a poisonous snake and put it
on a pole. When anyone who has been bitten sees it, he will live.”
Whenever we are not in our God-given position and we are challenged, we should
run to repent and make right.
C) The narrow place where there is nowhere to turn.
This final challenge does not get us to veer off this wrong path, but instead causes us to
lie down—almost give up, and yet we will still not surrender in order to change
direction.
Numbers 22:26-27 The angel of ADONAI moved ahead and stood in a place so tight (1)
that there was no room (2) to turn either right or left. Again the donkey saw the angel of
ADONAI and lay down (3) under Bil‘am, which made him so angry that he hit the donkey
with his stick.
Let us look at the meaning of some of these words to clarify our position of passive
rebellion.
(1) The understanding of this word “tight” carries these concepts:
•

Extremely tight

•

Distress

•

Adversary/enemy
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Psalm 4:2 Men of rank, how long will you shame my honor, love what is vain, chase after
lies? And, hard pebble or flint.
Isaiah 5:28 Their arrows are sharp, all their bows are strung, their horses’ hoofs are like
flint, and their [chariot] wheels like a whirlwind. They will roar like lions — yes, roaring like
young lions, they growl and seize the prey and carry it off, with no one to rescue.
What we see is that our wrong choices, although looking attractive at the onset, now put
us in a tight spot, from which there is no outcome if we often want to continue in our own
strength.
(2) We have no room to stretch, to influence, to spread out - Nowhere to go…
Matthew 19:24 “Furthermore, I tell you that it is easier for a camel to pass through a
needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.” When the talmidim heard
this they were utterly amazed.
(3) This word implies that we now ‘lie in wait” – unless we repent, all we can do is spring
an ambush.
We have seen that wrong choices will bring us to a place of judgment with GOD (YHVH).
How we respond is critical. If we choose to deviate further off from GOD (YHVH)’s plan,
we can expect to find ourselves in trouble, only this time, the consequences are from
the kingdom of darkness.
Remember:
Balaam beats the donkey every-time.
A lesson from the Israelites
We all make mistakes. Such events take us from the pure/holy to the impure and unclean.
If we realize that we are hemmed in by the consequences of our bad choices, we can go
through purification – namely a Mikveh, and after the required restitution and cleansing, we
can be re-admitted into the camp.
The Red Heifer

!

It’s called the purification of the
Red Heifer. No one really fully
understands this process.
Any person who touches a
corpse is unclean for seven days.
The priest who cleanses the
person, himself becomes impure
for a day!!
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Numbers 19:9-10 A man who is clean is to collect the ashes of the heifer and store them
outside the camp in a clean place. They are to be kept for the community of the people of
Isra’el to prepare water for purification from sin. The one who collected the ashes of the
heifer is to wash his clothes and be unclean until evening. For the people of Isra’el and for
the foreigner staying with them this will be a permanent regulation.
Numbers 19:11-12 Anyone who touches a corpse, no matter whose dead body it is, will
be unclean for seven days. He must purify himself with [these ashes] on the third and
seventh days; then he will be clean. But if he does not purify himself the third and seventh
days, he will not be clean.
Simply put, GOD (YHVH) is a God of life. There is NO space for death near Him OR
in the Tabernacle.
Any actions / deeds that we do, which represent something contrary to GOD (YHVH)’s
Will, is equal to death.
If we have been touching dead things, then we need to be cleansed.
The Red Heifer offering was a physical manifestation of the work of Messiah who has paid
the full price to cover all of our dead works.

A FINAL THOUGHT
When the donkey speaks, and Balaam starts to argue, look at what the donkey does
next…
•

She tries to “justify” her actions

•

She resorts to rational reasoning

Today’s discussion has been about the path that you and I sometimes land on as a result
of our right to exercise freedom of choice, but do so by making the wrong choice.
Joshua told everyone… make good choices - choose life!
Psalm 91:1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the
Almighty. I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.”
--Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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