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Parashah Korach “Korah” - week 38

IT’S TIME TO BURY THE KORACH THAT’S INSIDE OF US
This week’s portion covers Numbers 16:1 - 18:32; 1 Samuel 11:14-12:22; and 2
Timothy 2:8-21; and Jude 1:25.

Summary
We read of the rebellion of Korach and 250 Princes from the other tribes of Israel, against
the leadership of Moses and Aaron.
What follows is that the people think to challenge Moses on account of the death of the
rebellious group, which results in GOD (YHVH) sending a plague causing the death of
14700 people before Aaron’s actions to atone had come into effect.
In order to settle the matter as to which person would hold the office of High Priest, a staff
from every tribe is placed in the tent of meeting for the evening, as clear evidence of GOD
(YHVH)’s choice, only Aaron’s staff buds, and produces fruit.
The principle that the Levites will give a tenth of what they receive (a tenth of a tenth) to
Aaron is recorded.
The words that started a rebellion!!!
Numbers 16:3 You take too much for yourselves!!!!
The argument is built carefully - it seems that we are fighting for equal rights, or for a
voice that legitimately questions authority. And that cannot be all that bad, surely?
We are taught to think for ourselves—we cannot use leadership as an excuse for ungodly
behaviour. Nor can we take part in actions that do not fit with our Biblical morale code.
But power is like a drug—when you start down this road you cannot stop. We see it all too
often these days with the politicians. When questions are asked, they deny, blame others
and make jokes of the question raised.
!
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They are later taken to court, found guilty of offenses, offer paltry apologies, and then
merely carry on with their bad behaviour. We also see those who would make statements
that have no substance but which have the effect of inciting violence and hatred. If we look
at the status of world leaders today—it’s clear that we can’t just accept everything /
anything that they say.
But this is Moses... And he has a track record.
We have seen how he spoke against Pharaoh, and the evidence was clear - GOD (YHVH)
was on his side.
We have seen Moses speak to GOD (YHVH) and then the manna and water was
provided. We have seen Moses hold up his hands against the Amalekites as GOD (YHVH)
asked – and they got the victory.
So why do we doubt him now?
Plain and simple — it’s the “old man” in Korach that is looking for attention.
Years ago a story emerged from the USA’s involvement in the Vietnam war. A platoon had
been sent into battle, and at some point in time the soldiers took revenge on an innocent
village. The officer commanded the men to rape/kill women, children and old people. They
were then forced/ commanded to an oath of silence—the way to protect the whole group.
However, there was one man who could not live with his conscience. Some time later he
confessed the whole story. In the court case that followed, all of the soldiers were
sentenced for their involvement. The man who broke the news also was sentenced… in
what seems to be an injustice.
The jury was telling that there is no excuse for unacceptable conduct / unethical behaviour,
even when under the orders of senior officers.
In Korach’s case, and with the resultant death as the earth opened up, we see that the
Bible reveals to us that it was indeed the heart of Korach’s to want “to take for himself.”
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Numbers 16:1 Now Korach took men and …
Paul tells us that we should look at these wilderness characters to build an
understanding of the life lessons that are being detailed for us.
As we gain an understanding of these people, we can apply those lessons to our own lives
in order to determine what the spiritual application could be for us today.
Lessons such as:

A) How do we remove the leaven of malice and wickedness? (1
Corinthians 5:6)
We have a short statement that implies action. Yet at the same time Paul is well known for
his teaching where he says – “I know what to do, but I do the things that I know I should
not be doing!!!”
So it’s clearly not easy.
Malice and wickedness come about as a result of a decision that we take to react towards
someone as a consequence of something that they did to us. This implies that my
immediate reaction to wounding and hurts should be to forgive and then to do what Y’shua
did—to go and wash the feet of those who would disappoint Him.
1 Corinthians 5:6 Don’t you know the saying, “It takes only a little hametz to leaven a
whole batch of dough?” Get rid of the old hametz, so that you can be a new batch of
dough, because in reality you are unleavened. Don’t you know the saying, “It takes only a
little hametz to leaven a whole batch of dough?” Get rid of the old hametz, so that you can
be a new batch of dough, because in reality you are unleavened.
How do we become a holy and pure Living Stone (1 Peter 2:5)? We have to die to self.
The pathway to humbleness is one where we return to the wilderness from time to time.

Returning to the Wilderness
•

Firstly, it’s a place of quietness—a place where we can hear GOD (YHVH)’s small
still Voice.

•

Secondly, it’s a place where we make an offering without the attention of others to
distract us.

More importantly, how do we become people whose deeds taste of sincerity and truth in
our lives of Unleavened Bread?
What do I mean by this?
In Egypt we had allowed a part of that pagan society’s culture / value system / moral
values to become ingrained in our way of life, even though we were slaves. GOD (YHVH)
describes that “mixture” as unclean.
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At the very moment of the Passover Feast, when we eat the Unleavened Bread we are
declaring that we have removed all of that “darkness” from our lives. Paul reminds us of
this commitment when he asks us if we have removed the leaven of malice / wickedness
from our lives.
Are our deeds sincere / truthful? If so, we reflect the Unleavened Bread of Passover.
If not, we show the world that “a piece of Pharaoh” is still alive in us! We have to exercise
the utmost self-control. There cannot be a moment that we react from an emotional basis.
We need to ask the Holy Spirit to take total and absolute control—and then we need to
relax and let GOD (YHVH) have His way.
Is this easy? NO!
That’s why we need to evaluate our actions daily, repent as soon and as often as possible,
and bring restoration at the same time. Build a wall of the attributes of justice, mercy and
humbleness. Make those things second nature to you
1 Corinthians 5:8 So let us celebrate the Seder - with the matzah of purity and truth.

B) The difference between GOD (YHVH)’s and man’s idea of his purpose
Man has a limited understanding of what exactly GOD (YHVH) requires of him.
1. Firstly, we get pulled into ministry far to early—long before we have acquired
wisdom.
2. Secondly, we start to do the work of the ministry (with good intentions – no doubt)
long before we have built up enough understanding of the principles of the WORD.
3. Thirdly, we start before we have dealt with all our generational matters that affect our
lives in a big way.

Korach’s Heavenly Job Description!!
These Levites carry and look after the most holy of utensils. They walk the nearest to the
Holiest, but are prevented from “looking” at these things.
Now consider for a moment—Korach is focused on the physical. He does not think that the
work that has been allocated suits his status in the community.
But think for a moment - if he realized that his job in the Spiritual was to “carry” his fellow
Israelites up before GOD (YHVH) by his lifestyle/role model, surely he would have thought
differently.
We need to guard ourselves. Measuring our value at the “job” in the physical is an “old
man” attribute and causes us to miss out on a Heavenly experience.
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Numbers 4:15, 19-20 When Aharon and his sons have finished covering the holy
furnishings and all the holy utensils, when the camp is about to move forward, then the
descendants of K’hat are to come and carry them. But they are not to touch the holy
things, so that they won’t die. These things are the responsibility of the descendants of
K’hat in the tent of meeting. Rather, do this for them, so that they will live and not die:
when they approach the especially holy things, Aharon and his sons are to go in — and
you are to assign each one his task; but the descendants of K’hat are not to go in and
look at the holy things as they are being covered; if they do, they will die.

Korach’s self-appointed job description
It is here that we see that Korach’s motives are all about position / power / influence:
Numbers 16:8-10 Then Moshe said to Korach, ‘Listen here, you sons of Levi! Is it for you
a mere trifle that the God of Isra’el has separated you from the community of Isra’el to
bring you close to himself, so that you can do the work in the tabernacle of ADONAI and
stand before the community serving them? He has brought you close and all your
brothers the sons of Levi with you. Now you want the office of cohen too!’
It would appear that the ‘looking’ had become the issue. We see that man looks with the
naked eye—at the shape and form of the physical - yet GOD (YHVH) has placed the
potential inside of us, of the ability to “see” the Spiritual domain. For this to manifest, we
need to study the Truth of the WORD, and we need to listen to the still small Voice of the
Holy Spirit. We can no longer merely react to the physical—GOD (YHVH) expects us to
act as Priests in the Tabernacle of Living Stones—which means that we can apply the
physical elements in a spiritual dimension.
Ever since Adam and Eve, man has been, in general, looking at GOD (YHVH) from the
physical perspective. We need to have the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our lives in order
to be able to “see “within the spiritual dimension - in order to understand how GOD
(YHVH) sees life.

PAUL TELLS US - DIE TO THE FLESH
Paul in his letter to the Ephesians he tells us that we must deal with the “old self”. We all
have to deal with pride and a will to win or be the best.
One of the biggest factors that drive man forward is competition, and here we should be
looking for that challenge that gets us to do our best, without leaving us with the desire to
win at all costs.
There is a delicate balance to make sure that we do everything to achieve our GOD
(YHVH)-given potential AND the sense of importance that we attach to our own
endeavors.
Ephesians 4:22 “To put off your old (1) self (2) which belongs to your former manner (3) of
life and is corrupt (4) through (5) deceitful (6) desires (7)
I would like to expand on the translations, and look at some of the alternative meanings, or
extensions of a meaning so that the full impact of this short sentence can be seen.
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You will see in a while that the fuller meaning of this sentence calls for a radical
over-haul of our attitudes.
(1) “old” - Greek 3820 – meaning: old, ancient, worse for wear, given long since.
(2) ”self” - Greek 0444 – meaning: human being both male and female, notion of
weakness where man is led into making mistakes, prompted to sin, contempt,
disdainful, two-fold nature of man either corrupt or transformed into the Nature of GOD
(YHVH).
John 8:44 You belong to your father, Satan, and you want to carry out your father’s
desires. From the start he was a murderer, and he has never stood by the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he is speaking in character; because he is a
liar — indeed, the inventor of the lie!
(3) “manner” - Greek 0391 – meaning: conduct, behaviour, deportment.
(4) “corrupt” - Greek 5351 – meaning: to corrupt, destroy, slightest degree of
defilement, to perish, deprave.
Romans 1:24 This is why God has given them up to the vileness of their hearts’ lusts, to
the shameful misuse of each other’s bodies. They have exchanged the truth of God for
falsehood, by worshipping and serving created things, rather than the Creator — praised
be He for ever. Amen. This is why God has given them up to degrading passions; so that
their women exchange natural sexual relations for unnatural; and likewise the men, giving
up natural relations with the opposite sex, burn with passion for one another, men
committing shameful acts with other men and receiving in their own persons the penalty
appropriate to their perversion.
(5) “through” - Greek 2596 – meaning: motion/direction, downwards.
Ephesians 2:3 “Indeed, we all once lived this way — we followed the passions of our old
nature and obeyed the wishes of our old nature and our own thoughts. In our natural
condition we were headed for God’s wrath, just like everyone else.
(6) “deceitful” - Greek 0539 – meaning: apostasy, delusion, lusts by deceit.
When you look at all of these descriptions you can quite easily see that these attributes do
not fit into the concept of Glory of GOD (YHVH) / Brotherly love, and so on.
What are some of the behaviours that fall within this category?
Galatians 5:19 And it is perfectly evident what the old nature does. It expresses itself in
sexual immorality, impurity and indecency; idol-worship and misuse of drugs in connection
with the occult; in feuding, fighting, becoming jealous and getting angry; in selfish
ambition, factionalism, intrigue and envy; in drunkenness, orgies and things like these.
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I warn you now as I have warned you before: those who do such things will have no share
in the Kingdom of God!
(7) “desires” – Greek 1939 – meaning: lust after, for what is forbidden, concupiscence
So let us change this sentence somewhat using some of the alternative wording that
has been revealed in this Word study up to now.
It reads as follows:
Put off your “worse for wear self that is prompted to sin” which belongs to your former
“conduct/deportment “of life and is ‘depraved/defiled” in “ a direction away from God” “ by
“delusions of lust “ after those things “that are forbidden”.
Could it be that this is the only verse that discusses this concept of the old nature and the
spirit filled man? No!!!
Galatians 5:16 “What I am saying is this: run your lives by the Spirit. Then you will not do
what your old nature wants. For the old nature wants what is contrary to the Spirit, and the
Spirit wants what is contrary to the old nature. These oppose each other, so that you find
yourselves unable to carry out your good intentions. But if you are led by the Spirit, then
you are not in subjection to the system that results from perverting the Torah into legalism.
Galatians 6:8 “Those who keep sowing in the field of their old nature, in order to meet its
demands, will eventually reap ruin; but those who keep sowing in the field of the Spirit will
reap from the Spirit everlasting life.
JUST IN CASE, we do not think that this description is too far away from that behaviour
which GOD (YHVH) desires, let us look at the wording of the very next verses.
GOD (YHVH) says that He removes our sin as far as the east is from the west.
The behaviour of the “old man” is equally far from the desired behaviour of the renewed
spirit-filled man of GOD (YHVH)

IT’S VERY FAR…
Ephesians 4:23-25 …and you must let your spirits and minds keep being renewed, and
clothe yourselves with the new nature created to be godly, which expresses itself in the
righteousness and holiness that flow from the truth.
Ephesians 4:25
Therefore, stripping off falsehood, let everyone speak truth with his
neighbor, because we are intimately related to each other as parts of a body.
Is it not clear?
There is a HUGE chasm between the actions of the “old-man” and the “renewed man”.
And this life of renewal requires that we make a very serious commitment to change.
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We cannot just take an old container and put new things inside. We literally need to renew
the container, in real terms - to allow the spirit to control the mind and the body.
Going to the gym to build new muscles changes the external—but the internal spiritman may still be un-renewed.
Matthew 9:16-17 No one patches an old coat with a piece of unshrunk cloth, because the
patch tears away from the coat and leaves a worse hole. Nor do people put new wine in
old wineskins; if they do, the skins burst, the wine spills and the wineskins are ruined. No,
they pour new wine into freshly prepared wineskins, and in this way both are preserved.
Is that not why we see the Image of the Messiah working with a piece of clay that is being
molded into something new. This image clearly demonstrates that the old no longer is
good enough—but praise be to YHVH! - He shows that something new can be built out of
that which was.
There must be change! GOD (YHVH)’s Word speaks of a renewed man. You just cannot
look the same. But we are talking about the daily action / reaction that would define your
inner man!
This pressure of change, and our willingness to submit to the process, will determine the
value of the finished article.

THE END OF KORACH IS A BURIAL
The “OLD-MAN” thinks only of himself - in order to hide his true desires, he carefully builds
the arguments and the case for his cause with words and deeds that will impress the
“voters”.
Korach is clever. He knows that Moses has been honest in his representation of GOD
(YHVH)’s Word. He has seen the reaction of GOD (YHVH) to Moses’ pleas on behalf of
the people time and again. Yet the desire for position / power and so forth, drive him on. In
order to CALL others to his side / his cause, he must build a picture that will cause them to
stand with him. He creates a ‘burning bridge’ - he calls the current system an injustice /
discrimination / unfair labour practice, any name that will cause people to react without
thinking.
!
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How often have you heard a politician speak before an election, and then watch a
television program five years later detail how little of the promises have actually come true.
It is true that some of the promises could probably never have been delivered, but the
question is, why make them at all?
Numbers 16:31-35 The moment he finished speaking, the ground under them split apart
— the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up with their households, all the people
who had sided with Korach and everything they owned. So they and everything they
owned went down alive into Sh’ol, the earth closed over them and their existence in the
community ceased. All Isra’el around them fled at their shrieks, shouting, ‘The earth might
swallow us too!’ Then fire came out from ADONAI and destroyed the 250 men who had
offered the incense.

TEST EVERYTHING AND BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR FALSE LEADERS
How sad the world is today – and more so when the Body of Messiah (the church) is put in
front of the world television, with all sorts of dubious / deceitful behaviour.
Recently we have seen reports of followers being asked to:
•

Eat grass

•

Eat mice/rats

•

Play with snakes

•

Buying up water that is “holy”

•

Allow leaders to stomp on them while they are lying on the ground.

Jude, in one of the final pieces before the end-times, warns us against those people who
“have wormed their way in” …
The wording is important: The true son will walk in by the front door…. he is legitimate …
The false son will find an alternative entrance…
Jude 1:4(a) … have wormed their way in …
The signs / tell-tale indications of the false son, is someone who wants to pervert GOD
(YHVH)’s grace as a license for debauchery. And there is another description that we
can add - a “wolf in sheep’s clothing” (Matthew 7:15)
What are these teachers / leaders saying - that you can do anything you like!
The Torah defines what the boundaries are anti-Torah = lawlessness. Any man that
therefore encourages others to live as they please, to believe that any action can be
covered by grace without limit, to wound others and not make restitution, is issuing a
license for debauchery! The sacrifice by Messiah is immense, it is eternal, and it is
complete. But that surely does not mean that we can be lawless?
What does it mean when Y’shua says—“I have done what the FATHER asked - follow Me
and do likewise.” Obedience to the Commandments must be a minimum standard.
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Please be on the watch out - today there are groups that are becoming more and more
legalistic. They are looking more and more like the Pharisees of old—full of ritual and
tradition - but no life, no Holy Spirit, no compassion.
Jude 1:4(b) …ungodly people who pervert God’s grace into a license for debauchery and
disown our only Master and Lord, Yeshua the Messiah.
Y’shua, tells us that He came to do the Will and the Works of the Father.
He goes on to say, if we are going to follow Him, then we need to do what He did.
At a point in time, He tells His followers to go out and make disciples of men.
For years now, this has been interpreted as:
(1) spread the gospel
(2) ask people to make a commitment to GOD (YHVH)
(3) and then baptize them
A study of the Bible reveals another process all together…we walk to wherever the people
are, we accept people for who they are, and by showing love, compassion, humility, and
justice, we cause them to come under conviction that they should repent and change
direction.
At no stage did Y’shua compromise. The classic case in question is the story of the
attempted stoning of the woman caught in adultery.

THE DAYS OF KORACH WILL BE REPEATED
The passage out of Jude wants us to not be under any deception. It warns us that in the
end-times will see a return of this devious spirit in the form of THREE characters.
Before we go there, let us just confirm this statement from another source.
There will be a falling away into apostasy.
2 Thessalonians 2:3 “Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way. For the Day will not come
until after the Apostasy has come and the man who separates himself from Torah has
been revealed, the one destined for doom

HOW WILL WE IDENTIFY THE MODERN DAY KORACH?
The Bible describes two main characteristics to look out for:
(1) They will appear to be sincere believers.
You will see people that appear to work only from the Bible, but then enact outrageous
deeds where they do so-called “prophetic acts” of destroying the Altar / Ark to try and show
we are no longer “under the law” but now only under grace.
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The moment that you understand that you are a Living Stone in a Tabernacle with Y’shua
as Cornerstone, then you will realize that the deeds mentioned above, where the utensils
of the Tabernacle are treated without respect and honour, are attacking the very Essence
of the Messiah Himself, as they represent Him.
2 Corinthians 11:13-14 “The fact is that such men are pseudo-emissaries: they tell lies
about their work and masquerade as emissaries of the Messiah. There is nothing
surprising in that, for the Adversary himself masquerades as an angel of light.
(2) They will claim to have special / unique powers of revelation.
Some of the claims today is that these special people “fly “ to heaven and speak with
angels, to obtain “word / prophetic utterances” that are supposed to guide man.
We are warned:
2 Timothy 3:2-6 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant,
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen
with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of
godliness, but denying its power. 6 “Stay away from these people! For some of them
worm their way into homes and get control of weak-willed women who are heaped with
sins and swayed by various impulses.
**NUGGET!** Think about this:
•

What was the difference between Moses and Korach?

•

What attribute did Moses have that was different to that of Korach?

Remember, Moses did not want the job. He takes it because GOD (YHVH) reveals Himself
to him.
As a result Moses responds to the job in the way that YHVH wanted him too. He has no
personal interest—he has no desire for the power, or the position, or the rewards of
leadership.
On the other hand, Korach “wants” the position. Like so may people today—we want to be
the Boss/the CEO/the General. In pursuit of this goal, we will normally do anything to get
there. If that’s the case we can very easily say that when man wants something so badly,
---we can be sure that the attitudes / attributes of the old-man are in the forefront.
There are lessons that we can learn from books—knowledge that can be imprinted on our
minds by the professors at the university. Values are however imprinted on the spirit and
soul of a man. We get to know these matters by observing the role model of a true father.
You see these matters are imprinted on your heart—they cannot be put into the head with
knowledge—you either have a circumcised heart or not. You either believe in, and live a
lifestyle of justice, compassion, and humbleness, or you do not.
And now think of the consequences when a man wants something badly — for example,
he wants power and position.
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Surely you understand that he will easily set aside these weighty matters of justice,
compassion, and humbleness - as they will hinder him from achieving his selfish goal.
Moses, because he does not want the job, has no desire for the power / provision / and so
forth, (that could be the benefit of the job), and therefore he lives a life of servant-leader,
who serves the people in justice, compassion, and humbleness.

HOW WILL WE MEASURE THESE FALSE MINISTRIES?
By the fruit (or rather the lack thereof!!!)
The world has become exceedingly
good at marketing - at photo-shoots
that portray a wonderful image.

!

A little truth wrapped
lies goes a long way
who do not know the
have the wisdom to
fathers.

in plenty of
with people
WORD, nor
seek Godly

Jude 1:12-13 “These men are filthy
spots at your festive gatherings
meant to foster love; they share
your meals without a qualm, while
caring only for themselves. They
are waterless clouds carried along by the winds; trees without fruit even in autumn, and
doubly dead because they have been uprooted; savage sea-waves heaving forth their
shameful deeds like foam; wandering stars for whom the blackest darkness has been
reserved forever.
This week’s portion tells me to be on the look-out for:
Jude 1:11 Woe to them, in that they have walked the road of 1.Kayin, they have given
themselves over for money to the error of 2. Bil‘am, they have been destroyed in the
rebellion of 3.Korach.

(1) The spirit of Cain
What sort of attributes does he have?
The natural man - personal charisma—flashy, external appearance—building / cars /
airplanes / suits …
Works of the flesh—an “offering” of what “I” have achieved / can do.
Little regard for his righteous brother
Words of hatred / murder for all of those who oppose him.
Do these words sound harsh?
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How often do you not see a ministry that is dedicated to breaking down others - while no
one is above evaluation, the blatant negativity will be seen where every single leader is
criticized.

(2) The spirit of Balaam
What sort of attributes does he have?
•

The person whose prophetic word / prayer for healing come at a price.

•

The person who will be double-minded

•

The person who will use seduction (power/money/sexual perversion) as a lure in
order to get you to turn away.

Do these words sound harsh?
How many times have you heard that there is a required ‘fee’ if you want a someone to
attend as a speaker; or even more bizarre—they not only ask for 90% of the offering but
demand a minimum guaranteed amount to preach the word at the conference?

(3) The spirit of Korach
What sort of attributes does he have?
•

Someone that is consumed with envy and jealousy of someone else’s ministry.

•

Someone who will lust after power, will gravitate to the influential elders, and create
an unhappy society by whisperings/slander/gossip and then attempt to instigate
change.

Do these words sound harsh?
All you have to do is listen to the numerous stories where a ministry was growing, was
impacting the community, and then suddenly, you hear of a church split.

A FINAL THOUGHT
Why wait for the earth to open up under your feet (any form of downfall—we have seen
adultery, money mismanagement, spiritual abuse)
Repent, and return to the ministry of “carrying” to which you are assigned, and worship
GOD (YHVH) in Spirit and in Truth.
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.”
--Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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