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Parashah Lech Lecha

WALK OF FAITH—A LIVING MEMORIAL
This week’s readings are taken from Genesis 12:1-17:27, Isaiah 40:27-41:16, and
Colossians 2:11-15, Hebrews 7:1-19, 11:8-12.
The story gives us a record of the life and character of Abraham. God calls him to leave
the land of his fathers and move to Canaan. Abraham obeys, and in doing so, presents us
with an example of how a pagan can be adopted into a covenantal relationship with
God.
Abraham takes ownership of the Land of Promise.
Even though he has not yet taken control, his
sense of ownership is evidenced in the fact that
he builds altars along the length and the breath of
the Land. He claims his legacy…
Genesis 12:7-9 “7 Then the Lord appeared to
Abram and said, “I will give this land to your
descendants.” So Abram built an altar there
to [honor] the Lord who had appeared to him.
8 Then he moved on from there to the mountain
on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there
he built an altar to the Lord and called on the
name of the Lord [in worship through prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving]. 9 Then Abram
journeyed on, continuing toward the Negev (the
South country of Judah).”
Paul teaches us the principle of walking in the physical/natural in order to understand the
protocol of living in the spiritual.
1 Corinthians 15:45-49 “45 So it is written [in Scripture], “The first man, Adam, became a
living soul (an individual);” the last Adam (Christ) became a life-giving spirit [restoring the
dead to life]. 46 However, the spiritual [the immortal life] is not first, but the physical
[the mortal life]; then the spiritual. 47 The first man [Adam] is from the earth, earthy
[made of dust]; the second Man [Christ, the Lord] is from heaven. 48 As is the earthly man
[the man of dust], so are those who are of earth; and as is the heavenly [Man], so are
those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the earthly [the man of
dust], we will also bear the image of the heavenly [the Man of heaven].”
Abraham is diligent with the Land promised… His decedents will one day enter in, drive
out the current inhabitants, and apportion the Land, between the tribes. Later on we will
see that Jacob/Israel and Moses both bless each one of the tribes. We will see that there
are unique attributes that each tribe will be able to excel in, and if brought together as a
nation will result in a glorious kingdom of set apart priests.
We need to apply this principle to our own lives—today!
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God gives us a “land”; a set of talents and gifting that we are to use to enhance His
Kingdom. We can choose to use these giftings, producing a great harvest, or we can
allow this “land” to lie fallow—producing nothing worthwhile.
Parable of the talents:
Matthew 25:14-30 “14 “For it is just like a man
who was about to take a journey, and he called
his servants together and entrusted them with
his possessions. 15 To one he gave five talents,
to another, two, and to another, one, each
according to his own ability; and then he went on
his journey. 16 The one who had received the
five talents went at once and traded with them,
and he [made a profit and] gained five more. 17
Likewise the one who had two [made a profit
and] gained two more. 18 But the one who had
received the one went and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. 19 “Now
after a long time the master of those servants
returned and settled accounts with them. 20
And the one who had received the five talents
came and brought him five more, saying, ‘Master,
you entrusted to me five talents. See, I have [made a profit and] gained five more talents.’
21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful
and trustworthy over a little, I will put you in charge of many things; share in the joy of your
master.’ 22 “Also the one who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
entrusted two talents to me. See, I have [made a profit and] gained two more talents.’ 23
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful and
trustworthy over a little, I will put you in charge of many things; share in the joy of your
master.’ 24 “The one who had received one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I
knew you to be a harsh and demanding man, reaping [the harvest] where you did not sow
and gathering where you did not scatter seed. 25 So I was afraid [to lose the talent], and I
went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is your own.’ 26 “But his
master answered him, ‘You wicked, lazy servant, you knew that I reap [the harvest] where
I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter seed. 27 Then you ought to have put my
money with the bankers, and at my return I would have received my money back with
interest. 28 So take the talent away from him, and give it to the one who has the ten
talents.’ 29 “For to everyone who has [and values his blessings and gifts from God, and
has used them wisely], more will be given, and [he will be richly supplied so that] he will
have an abundance; but from the one who does not have [because he has ignored or
disregarded his blessings and gifts from God], even what he does have will be taken away.
30 And throw out the worthless servant into the outer darkness; in that place [of grief and
torment] there will be weeping [over sorrow and pain] and grinding of teeth [over distress
and anger].”
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PEOPLE WHO LIVE UP TO THEIR POTENTIAL CAN TAKE ON THE ENEMY.
Unlike Abraham, Lot chooses the “easy life”. He wants to live where the water is plentiful
and the grass looks greener. Unfortunately it’s also the place where the moral values and
sound principles get lost in the day-to-day living.
The earthly king, under whose authority he has chosen to stay, does not have Godly
values, and we will later see that his view of life is that other men must serve him, in other
words, be slaves to his ruler ship.
As a direct result of making the choice to side with these earthly rulers, Lot and his family
are taken captive and had been taken all the way to where the tribe of Dan would one day
stay.
Abraham goes to war. He takes his entire force of only 318 men, and after an all night
march, he arrives at the battle site, divides his army into two, and attacks.
He recovers ALL—the women, children, other people, and all of the goods.
Genesis 14:14-16 “14 When Abram heard that his nephew [Lot] had been captured, he
armed and led out his trained men, born in his own house, [numbering] three hundred
and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far [north] as Dan. 15 He divided his forces against
them by night, he and his servants, and attacked and defeated them, and pursued them
as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. 16 And he brought back all the goods,
and also brought back his nephew Lot and his possessions, and also the women,
and the people.”
The lesson that we see here is that spiritual warfare against the enemy can be
absolutely successful.
The factors that play a part are:
•

Complete commitment to Godly principles.

•

To live set apart from those who practice ungodly behaviour.

•

A well-trained army that knows their purpose.

•

A speedy response (counter attack) to all attempts to enslave the family.

The principle of the Order of Melchizedek.
Genesis 14:17-20 “17 Then after Abram’s return from the defeat (slaughter) of
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him
at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 18 Melchizedek king of Salem
(ancient Jerusalem) brought out bread and wine [for them]; he was the priest of God
Most High. 19 And Melchizedek blessed Abram and said, “Blessed (joyful, favored) be
Abram by God Most High, Creator and Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed,
praised, and glorified be God Most High, Who has given your enemies into your hand. And
Abram gave him a tenth of all [the treasure he had taken in battle].”
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Long before the children of Israel will be delivered from the control of Pharaoh/Egypt, long
before they will meet with God to receive the Ten Commandments, and where they will
turn to idol worship with the sin of the Golden Calf, God reveals the principle of the order of
Melchizedek.
God’s plan from the very beginning is that the First-born of every family would be a
Priest in the Tabernacle and that we would apply the principles and the life of blessing
described by Abraham’s meeting.
Men/women of GOD need to be prepared to make a choice to live righteous lives!
Abraham stands in between Melchizedek and the king of Sodom, the one reaches out with
a blessing; the other wants to make slaves of the people again. He knows that if the
people are slaves, he will soon have all the possessions that his heart desires.
Genesis 14:21 21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the
goods (spoils of battle) for yourself.”
A set apart people, a Holy Nation, a Royal Priesthood will say:
Genesis 14:22-24 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand and
sworn an oath to the Lord God Most High, the Creator and Possessor of heaven and
earth, 23 that I would not take anything that is yours, from a thread to a sandal strap,
so you could not say, ‘I [the King of Sodom] have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take
nothing except what my young men have eaten, and the share of the spoils
belonging to the men [my allies] who went with me—Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let
them take their share of the spoils.”
Many times man slides into ritual worship, into legalistic deeds, into a lifeless,
meaningless set of works…
God says that we can only serve Him in spirit and in truth---with a fully circumcised heart,
soul and mind.
Paul tells us the same. It’s not legalism, but a life of following and doing whatever the
Messiah did, or whatever He tells us to do.
Colossians 2:11-14 “11 In Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not
made with hands, but by the [spiritual] circumcision of Christ in the stripping off of
the body of the flesh [the sinful carnal nature], 12 having been buried with Him in
baptism and raised with Him [to a new life] through [your] faith in the working of God, [as
displayed] when He raised Christ from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins and
in the uncircumcision of your flesh (worldliness, manner of life), God made you alive
together with Christ, having [freely] forgiven us all our sins, 14 having canceled out
the certificate of debt consisting of legal demands [which were in force] against us
and which were hostile to us. And this certificate He has set aside and completely
removed by nailing it to the cross.”
And the truth is that Abraham was able to live like this, it’s called living/walking by FAITH.

5

Hebrews 11:8-12 “8 By faith Abraham, when he was called [by God], obeyed by going to
a place which he was to receive as an inheritance; and he went, not knowing where he
was going. 9 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the promised land, as in a strange
land, living in tents [as nomads] with Isaac and Jacob, who were fellow heirs of the same
promise. 10 For he was [waiting expectantly and confidently] looking forward to the
city which has foundations, [an eternal, heavenly city] whose architect and builder
is God. 11 By faith even Sarah herself received the ability to conceive [a child], even
[when she was long] past the normal age for it, because she considered Him who had
given her the promise to be reliable and true [to His word]. 12 So from one man, though he
was [physically] as good as dead, were born as many descendants as the stars of heaven
in number, and innumerable as the sand on the seashore.”
We are called to be different; a Tabernacle made up of LIVING STONES, joined together,
and filled with the Glory of God’s Presence.

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless
them.”
--Numbers 24:24-27

Shalom!!
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