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READING
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Parashah Sarah

ARE WE STRANGERS OR SOJOURNERS… OR BOTH?
This week’s reading comes from Genesis 23:1-25:18, I Kings 1:1-31, Matthew 8:19-22,
Luke 9:57-62.
The portion covers the death and burial of Sarah, the purchase transaction where
Abraham buys the Cave of Makhpelah, and the search for Isaac’s bride- the Matriarch
Rebecca.
Abraham starts off his discourse with the inhabitants of the Land with this statement:
Genesis 23:4 “I am a stranger and a sojourner
(resident alien) among you; give (sell) me
property for a burial place among you so that I
may bury my dead [in the proper manner].”
A] The Hebrew word for “sojourner” is Strong’s
H8453 “to-shav” and means:
A sojourner, stranger, an emigrant sojourning in
a strange country, where he is NOT naturalized
—a dweller, but not outlandish, as distinguished
from a native citizen.
This Hebrew word sojourner has its roots in
the word Strong’s H 3427 and here are some
of the insights that we get here:
•

To dwell, have one’s abode.

•

To remain, stay (as in tents).

•

To cause cities to be inhabited.

•

To marry (give a dwelling to a woman).

•

To sit down, be seated (as in to be judges).

B] The Hebrew word for “foreigner” is Strong’s H 1616 “ger” and means:
•

A stranger, a person living out of his own country.

•

A temporary inhabitant, a newcomer lacking inherited rights.

•

At times seems to refer to foreign shepherds and nomadic tribes that wander about
with their flocks (Isaiah 5:17).
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This Hebrew word “ger” (foreigner) comes from the root word H Strong’s 1481 and it’s
here that we get some further insights…
•

To dwell/sojourn, temporarily.

•

To stir up trouble, strife.

•

To dread, fear, stand in awe, to be afraid, to tarry together.

So let’s try to understand exactly what Abraham is saying here.
1] We are all sojourners on this earth, no matter which country you are physically born in,
however in the Spiritual we are citizens of Heaven. We will build houses, get married, “give
away" sons and daughters in marriage; we will even take up positions of importance in
these communities. But at the same time we will always have a responsibility to walk in the
principles, and represent the Kingdom of God.
Whilst we sojourn on this earth we are entitled to the right to be treated equally with all
other citizens. It’s based on this principle that Paul challenges those who beat him up
without giving him fair trial, and demands justice.
Acts 16:37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us in public without a trial, men
who are Romans, and have thrown us into prison; and now they are sending us out
secretly? No! Let them come here themselves and bring us out!”
(See also Acts 22:25, 23:27)
And it’s Paul who teaches us the art of living within the boundary of the common
world norms, amongst the conflict that arises from various cultures, under man-made
leadership models, where man normally creates a form of slavery, while at the same time
building a Spiritual Kingdom that reflects the Glory of God.
We have been adopted into the terms of the Covenant, by the work of Messiah!! We
are now fellow citizens of that Heavenly Kingdom.
Ephesians 2:19-22 “19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens [outsiders
without rights of citizenship], but you are fellow citizens with the saints (God’s people),
and are [members] of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the [chief] Cornerstone, 21 in whom
the whole structure is joined together, and it continues [to increase] growing into a holy
temple in the Lord [a sanctuary dedicated, set apart, and sacred to the presence of the
Lord]. 22 In Him [and in fellowship with one another] you also are being built together
into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”
(See also Ephesians 3:6)
2] We will always be strangers/aliens. The act of salvation is a work of God. The
decision to be like a stranger in the Land is a free will choice that every believer has to
make. We reveal our commitment to this choice by the actions that we take that “look like “
the works of Y’shua (Jesus).
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John 15:7-10 “7 If you remain in Me and My words remain in you [that is, if we are
vitally united and My message lives in your heart], ask whatever you wish and it will be
done for you. 8 My Father is glorified and honored by this, when you bear much fruit,
and prove yourselves to be My [true] disciples. 9 I have loved you just as the Father
has loved Me; remain in My love [and do not doubt My love for you]. 10 If you keep My
commandments and obey My teaching, you will remain in My love, just as I have
kept My Father’s commandments and remain in His love.”
We must look different to those people who have chosen not to serve in the Kingdom of
God. The Bible calls us a “set apart” people, a “royal nation”, “Holy Priesthood”. The calling
to be a stranger, speaks to the lifestyle that we will role model, to the value system we will
reveal in our day-to-day actions in every sphere in business, sport, ministry and so forth.
Y’shua (Jesus) gives us a clue of how serious this concept of strangers really is when He
says:
Luke 9:57-62 57 As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow
You wherever You go.” 58 And Jesus told him, “Foxes have holes and the birds of the
air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.” 59 He said to
another, “Follow Me [accepting Me as Master and Teacher].” But he said, “Lord, allow me
first to go and bury my father.” 60 But He said to him, “Allow the [spiritually] dead to bury
their own dead; but as for you, go and spread the news about the kingdom of God.” 61
Another also said, “I will follow You, Lord [as Your disciple]; but first let me say goodbye to
those at my home.” 62 But Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and
looks back [to the things left behind] is fit for the kingdom of God.”
(See also Matthew 8:19-20)

What are some of these attributes that will set us apart?
-We will always acknowledge that God is the “owner of the Land, of the potential that he
placed within each one of us. (Leviticus 25:23)
-We will keep the Shabbat as a holy convocation. (Exodus 23:12)
-We will not oppress the stranger, because we will recall that we were strangers at some
time in Egypt. (Exodus 25:9)
-We will proclaim that there is ONE WORD for all. (Exodus 12:49)
-We will care for those who are poor and needy. (Exodus 23:22)
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The words of Abraham teach us that there is a delicate balance between
•Our efforts and enjoyment of the world system (wealth, leisure, position, and so on)
AND
•Our ability to maintain a value system while reflects the attributes/and the Glory of God.
The moment we allow the world system to hold the power in this delicate balance, we will
witness the ever increasing level of compromise and soon no one will be able to
distinguish us from the rest of the world.

Applying this Principles
The study of this principle allows us to interpret the two other stories that form part of this
portion.

The Purchase of the Cave of Makhpelad
Abraham has moved from the land of his birthplace, to this Land of Promise. While things
have not always been easy, he has maintained his walk of faith. Each time that his faith
has been tested, he is able to focus and pull through.
But now his life partner has died. And he is still not the owner of any single piece of land,
although the promise of God still stands! He needs to have some evidence of
permanent residence before he dies.
Paul tells us that we need to experience the action in the physical, before we can have
victory in the spiritual. Abraham needs to own land in the physical (even if its only a cave
in Hebron) so that his descendants will be able to take the land in totality AND we (grafted
in to the olive tree) will be able to build the Tabernacle made up of Living Stones, in the
spiritual domain.
Abraham goes on to buy the land at a price that far exceeds its value.
Y’shua (Jesus), will come to earth, die and be resurrected… At the ultimate price to ensure
that you and I can become sons of the Covenant.
Genesis 23:15-16 “My lord, listen to me. The land [you seek] is worth four hundred
shekels of silver; what is that between you and me? So bury your dead.” 16 So Abraham
listened to Ephron [and agreed to his terms]; and he weighed out for Ephron the
[amount of] silver which he had named in the hearing of the Hittites: four hundred
shekels of silver, according to the weights current among the merchants.

5

A Bride for Isaac
Abraham realizes that he does not have long to
live… His life partner has passed away, his son
Isaac is somewhere close to 40 years old.
Importantly, a father always considers the
concept of legacy and knows that his son must
have a wife to accompany him on this next stage
of his journey.
Abraham knows what it’s like to be a stranger in
a foreign land. He has had first hand experience
of the degree of idol worship in his own land and
has come to see the degree of idolatry in
Canaan.
He has, over the course of his life, come to understand the heart of God and
to define exactly how God desires to be worshipped. Isaac on the other hand, has never
left the land. To some extent, he is a true citizen of the land. As this is where he was born.
In his case it is far more difficult to say that he is a sojourner. Abraham realizes that Isaac’s
other half/life partner needs to be someone who will always “feel” that she is an outsider.
We see this “tugging of the heart strings” in the way Abraham describes the task of
fetching the bride, and how Eliezer interprets and conveys the message.
Take careful note of the word play…
Genesis 24:4 “4 but you will [instead] go to my [former] country (Mesopotamia) and to my
relatives, and take a wife for my son Isaac [the heir of the covenant promise].””
Genesis 24:38 “…but you shall [instead] go to my father’s house and to my family and
take a wife for my son [Isaac].”

CONCLUSION
Abraham has successfully “lech lecha - get yourself out” of the land from where he came
from. We can see this in the words that he says in Genesis 24:3.
At the same time he has been able to keep his distance from the influence of the
inhabitants that call this land home- the debauchery of Sodom, the divisiveness of Lot, the
idolatry of the land, by living this nomadic lifestyle of a shepherd. He has never been a
close friend with any of these local people, nor does he want his son to form the close ties
that a marriage bond (covenant) would make…
In this day and age, you and I are called to walk with the same kind of spiritual
awareness. Not everything that you read, see, or hear in the media will be a wholesome
message... nor could you accept these messages at face value.
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We should be like Abraham.
Building a family and community unit that is [1] bringing the light of God to this world, [2]
while at the same time maintaining the spiritual walls of the covenant around those whom
you lead.

PRAYER
May you walk under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and may you confidently reflect the
ambassadorship of the Kingdom of God.

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless
them.”
--Numbers 24:24-27

Shalom!!
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