BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
READING
---Roly Buys--1

Parashah Shelach “Send on your behalf” - week 37

THE ABILTY TO “SEE” OPPORTUNITY
This portion covers Numbers 13:1-15.41, Joshua 2:1-24, and Hebrews 3:7-19.

Summary
The portion covers the events that arise from the spies that are sent into the land, who see
the blessing and potential in the size of the fruit that they find, but are afraid of the physical
size of the people that they must face. Later on they will have remorse, will attempt to
enter the land on their own and be humiliated in defeat.
They will hear that a requirement for entering the Land is the willingness to make a First
Fruit offering, acknowledging that they have done nothing to produce the harvest.

And they will learn the value of wearing the Tzitzit1 as a daily reminder of the WORD of
GOD (YHVH).
One of the saddest things to see, when you meet someone that you have not seen for
many years, and then through a short conversation, is to realize that this person that you
once knew as someone with so much potential, had not achieved anything.
By saying this, I am by no means thinking purely of positional power, material gain and so
on, but more in the line of living to the Godly potential that they exhibited so many years
ago.

1	
  The	
  Hebrew	
  noun	
  tzitzit	
  	
  is	
  the	
  name	
  for	
  specially	
  kno:ed	
  ritual	
  fringes,	
  or	
  tassels.
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For example:
•

The person with the great ball sense is now an overweight potato couch.

•

The person with the sharpest intuition is a car guard.

People seem totally out of position with the abilities that we once knew, admired, and even
envied.
When we consider the children of Israel and the story which has become known as the Sin
of the Spies, we tend to think in the physical about land—about the fear of going to war.
But surely there were underlying fears of another kind:
•

of becoming farmers, when we had been shepherds

•

of coming back to the Land our forefathers had left because of droughts.

When we were used to plenty of water, or was it only the fear of having to do something on
their own efforts?
The transition from the Tabernacle in the wilderness to the Tabernacle made of Living
Stones calls on us to make an equally huge transition in our spirit.
**NUGGET!** We are entering a Spiritual land, and will serve in a Spiritual
Tabernacle. We have been commanded to enter in, to expel the giants, to apportion
the Land, to build this Tabernacle… This is no different from the strategy given to
enter the land of Canaan—it is just a different realm!!!
Hebrews 3:6-11 “But the Messiah, as Son, was faithful over God’s House. And we are
that House of His, provided we hold firmly to the courage and confidence inspired by what
we hope for. 7 Therefore, as the Ruach HaKodesh says, “Today, if you hear God’s Voice,
don’t harden your hearts, as you did in the Bitter Quarrel on that day in the Wilderness
when you put God to the test. Yes, your fathers put Me to the test; they challenged Me,
and they saw My work for forty years! Therefore, I was disgusted with that generation — I
said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, they have not understood how I do things’; in
My anger, I swore that they would not enter My rest.”
Let us however return to the story of Moses and the TWELVE Spies. What lessons can we
derive from the physical call to war in GOD’s Kingdom, which will help us with today’s
spiritual campaign? Paul tells us that no story is without spiritual meaning and relevance
for us.

A) Choose the spies wisely
We see that one man from each tribe was chosen. More importantly, we note that they
were leaders of the tribes. Within the tribal or family clan system, the eldest son became
the leader. As someone who would look after the interests of the family, make decisions
about the grazing lands of the sheep, or rule on family quarrels, all these men would have
adequate experience.
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But, these men had been slaves; they had not made any decisions of a political /
Macroeconomics nature for years. These men had been under a spirit of domination –
they had taken orders without thinking for years. These men had been working on building
sites, and none of them had any experience in warfare.
People whose spirits have been subjugated for long periods of time, just do not have the
mindset to see opportunities, to take risk, or to venture out. (Think of the countries whose
people have been suppressed for years under communistic rule –we have had the
opportunity to visit a few of these lands—while the people have been liberated from the
system, you will find that their mindset is still stuck in that previous world—simply put,
development of roads, maintenance of properties just does not happen – or the people
who were subjected to apartheid in South Africa—consider the long-term effect of the
differentiated education system and the lack of skilled resources we have today as a
result.)
Have a look at some of the best football sides in the English Premier League. Last
season, the club goes on to win major titles and is seen as unconquerable.
The following year, with the same coach and the same players, the club loses matches to
the weakest of sides.

What has happened?
Anything from internal squabbles, to a lack of confidence, when the first few matches don’t
go as planned, players start to be uncertain, then think they will not be chosen for the next
game, and so the tension rises, and the decisions made get worse.

What should we look for in a leader?
•

Look therefore for people who are young and hungry to be challenged.

•

Look for those who have not been subjected to domination for too long.

•

Look for those who want to test their muscles.

Remember we are not choosing leaders - we are looking for good spies.

B) Make a decision to look for the weak spot in the defense.
Moses gives a very clear strategy:
•

Check out the terrain

•

Make a note of the number of people

•

Plot the cities and the defenses

•

Be bold and bring back some of the fruit,
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Battle strategy wants to measure:
(1) The element of Surprise, or - Time…
• How long will it take you to get from one place to the next?
•

Will we be able to fall back to defend a previous position easily? And,

(2) The element of Space—
• What type of terrain do we have to cover,
•

Is there place to set ambush,

•

Are there walled cities with small winding streets that will make warfare difficult?

•

Can we challenge the enemy on open fields or must we lure them out of the cities?

What we read in Scripture is that what the spies reported was:
•

Fierce people

•

Fortified cities

•

Giants

Consider this:
Each little city was a kingdom on its own. Now and then, some of these cities would come
together to protect each other. So, it is possible that we would have had to go to war
against FIVE cities (a number quite often seen when Joshua enters the land 40 years
later) – so how many men of war could this have possibly been?
Now think back: Not long ago, Moses, Aaron and the TWELVE leaders from each clan
counted the men, those twenty years old and over, those eligible for military service and
recorded the number as 603 550. Do you not think that we would have outnumbered
them?
The sad part is that when they bring back their report, they only speak of the giants---there
is not ONE report of any weak spot, not one gap in a defense system, not one indication of
a place where the people are old and weak, nor do they report that the number of people
to be conquered in a particular city were few in number - their report does not highlight a
single weakness anywhere!! In military language this is highly unlikely—you may have a
superior air force, and great tank corps - but invariably there is a weak spot—someplace
where the defense walls are just not in place.
And the truth?? When Joshua goes in to battle, with a unique plan for each city, he is
able to find these weaknesses.

C) Plan to conquer giants.
We should not be surprised that there would be giants in the Land. There were giants
everywhere.
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Application for today:
Giants are still real today. We often see reality TV shows that focus on the topic of
“bullies”.
Male and female, young and old… A giant is anyone who appears bigger than you are –
so a 14-year-old bully on a school playing field could be a giant for an 8 year old. This
means that you have to be prepared to ‘go to war” and you have to be prepared “to
take back your land”
Numbers 13:29 Amalek lives in the area of the Negev; the Hitti, the Y’vusi and the Emori
live in the hills; and the Kena‘ani live by the sea and alongside the Yarden.
Unfortunately, when we read this story we tend only to think in terms of physical men—big
bones, big muscles. In today’s world there is a fascination with the idea of aliens that came
to “help” mankind. The stories of the David and Goliath tend to be treated as myth – a fairy
tale.
Paul, however, wants us to consider this story, with a “spiritual eye” to realize that the
enemy is operating in the second heaven through means such as the occult, paganism
and so on.
We, however, still think and act from the physical. You and I are therefore challenged to do
introspection, to identify the giants that are determining our state of mind / our
willingness to go to war; things such as:
•

My fear of man / need to please man

•

My insecurities / afraid to talk in public, to converse with the opposite gender

•

My emotional hurts / wounding / the words of stupidity / useless / rubbish.

6

**NUGGET!** Unless we can overcome these internal giants, we will also stand at
the edge of the Land of Godly potential, and vote not to take the chance—and miss
out on the opportunity to revel in GOD’s Glory.

D) Be on the lookout for your potential and fruit.
Did Moses know (had GOD [YHVH] already shown him?) what sort of fruit would be
available? It was the right season for a harvest, but did he have an expectation of the
sheer size that they would find?
Israel is a small country… It is surrounded by many nations who would like to see Israel
wiped off the map. Not so much just to ‘get rid of the Jews” BUT in order to prove once
and for all that the God of Israel - YHWH does not exist.
The IDF has many such lookout posts - these are the watchmen on the walls—they listen
and watch for any sign of attack.
In just the same manner, we should be on the lookout for our potential,
Numbers 13:20(b) “Finally, be bold enough to bring back some of the fruit of the land.”
The image of the fruit and the sheer size of it have captured the imagination of many
artists. Generally, we see the two men carrying a single bunch of grapes. The Biblical
description is a branch with a cluster of grapes, some pomegranates and figs.
Numbers 13:23 “They came to the Eshkol Valley; and there they cut off a branch bearing
one cluster of grapes, which they carried on a pole between two of them; they also took
pomegranates and figs.
Have you ever wondered why they never took of the other fruit in season - the fruit of the
olive and the date?
We are commanded to take of the first fruits of the land, and bring an offering at the
Tabernacle. What is important here is the fact that upon entering the Land we would be
taking fruit that we had not planted, watered or pruned. It is all God’s Handiwork…
Does this not give a very special understanding to the idea of first-fruit? It’s not the
product of man’s creative ability.
This now begs the question—what fruit do I have to bring to the Tabernacle made of Living
Stones, and later on, the Heavenly Tabernacle? We are most definitely ONLY looking for
spiritual fruit.
1 Corinthians 3:10 “Using the grace God gave me, I laid a foundation, like a skilled
master-builder; and another man is building on it. But let each one be careful how he
builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Yeshua
the Messiah.
1 Corinthians 3:12 “Some will use gold, silver or precious stones in building on this
foundation; while others will use wood, grass or straw.
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Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, humility, self control. Nothing in the Torah stands against such
things.

E) Make a Decision
not to speak if you
don’t have courage.
Going to war is never
easy. The very idea of
killing someone else, or
of dying yourself is
certainly not pleasant.
No one can go to war
without wondering what
will happen to the wives
and children that are left
behind, who may never
see a husband and a
father again, and with
the realization that the same thing will happen to the enemy.
War has huge consequences. This time the objective is clear—there are to be no living
souls from the enemy. We can only surmise what the Canaanites had done to deserve this
level of judgment.
The head of an iron statuette was recently found near Tel Beit Shemesh.

Sadly, the people cannot believe that GOD (YHVH) is with them (after all of the miracles—
their mindset is still bound to that of a slave mentality).
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(1) What is also true is that neither the children of Israel nor the mixed multitude that joined
with the children of Jacob had this vision.
(2) Secondly, the people did not believe that GOD (YHVH) would encourage them.
When it is time to enter the Land, Joshua:
•

Will be told — BE STRONG AND TAKE COURAGE and

•

Will be told to take his shoes off because he is standing on Holy ground.

What ground do you have to take—what giants are in your way?
Make a conscious decision that NO words of negativity, of defeat, or of fear, will come
out of your mouth.
Come in agreement with your spouse to ONLY speak words of Life. Look for the silver
lining around the dark clouds—and praise GOD (YHVH) continuously.
More importantly, make the choice NOT to associate with people who only see the
problems of the world, AND THEN NEVER STOP TALKING ABOUT THEM.

F) Don’t bring democracy into your Biblical leadership.
Standing on the doorstep to an amazing legacy, a Land free from ungodly atmosphere, a
piece of Land for each tribe and family in the tribe, a chance to be able to go up to
Jerusalem each year at Feast times and be in the presence of Almighty GOD (YHVH). You
turn away because of a bad report by ten of the spies and your inability to “see and hear”
the truth spoken by two men.
Democracy is a man-made system for political leadership. On its own this voting system
still cannot work unless a constitution is put in place, which prohibits some leaders from
the next generation to amend the rules so that it suits them.
Biblical leadership has a different set of standards. Elders are meant to “lift –up” the Body
of believers. The five-fold ministry is meant to edify and build up.
Nowhere is the military / Boss model to be found (Remember, the firstborn of every family
will serve in the tabernacle AND, the main job of the priests is to “carry” the WORD/
LIGHT/INCENSE.)

G) Repentance with a hardened heart is worthless.
Some times when the realization of the choices we have made hit us, we repent and return
to the ways of GOD (YHVH). The truth is that ever so often, that decision is short lived and
we fall back into sin.
However, in the case of the children of Israel, we do not see real repentance.
In fact we see the hearts that are hardened many times, as was the case with Pharaoh.
When they hear what the consequence of their decision is, they want to avoid dying in the
wilderness, and they think that they can take the Land in their own strength.
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GOD (YHVH) looks for a circumcised heart.
•

We see no sacrifices, offerings of any kind.

•

We see no remorse for their deeds.

•

Most importantly, we see no acknowledgement by the ten men who had caused the
people to fear, and stray.

Numbers 14:39-45 “When Moshe told these things to all the people of Isra’el, the people
felt great remorse. They arose early the next morning, came up to the top of the mountain
and said, “Here we are, and we did sin, but now we’ll go up to the place ADONAI
promised.” Moshe answered, “Why are you opposing what ADONAI said? You won’t
succeed! Don’t go up there, because ADONAI isn’t with you. If you do, your enemies will
defeat you. The ‘Amalekim and the Kena‘anim are there ahead of you, and you will be
struck down by the sword. The reason will be that you have turned away from following
ADONAI, so that ADONAI won’t be with you.”
Numbers 14:44 But they were presumptuous and went on up toward the high parts of
the hill-country, even though the ark for the covenant of ADONAI — and Moshe — stayed
in the camp. So the ‘Amalekim and the Kena‘anim living in that hill-country descended,
struck them down and beat them back all the way to Hormah.

H) Bring a First Fruits opportunity in every circumstance.
First Fruit offerings, it seems to me, show that my entire being function under the
understanding that GOD (YHVH) provides everything.
Numbers 15:17-20 “ADONAI said to Moshe, “Speak to the people of Isra’el; tell them,
‘When you enter the land where I am bringing you and eat bread produced in the land, you
are to set aside a portion as a gift for ADONAI. Set aside from your first dough a cake as a
gift; set it aside as you would set aside a portion of the grain from the threshing-floor.
I may be a co-laborer in the vineyard—but the seed of purpose that was deposited into
every single plant / fish / bird / animal, and which gets reproduced perfectly every-time, is a
work of GOD’s creation only.
What I am doing is exercising my role as steward over these “things” as I keep and guard
the Garden.
My work may be backbreaking—which is why I sometimes think that the results belong to
me, but the truth is, the hard work is the consequence of the act of rebellion when Adam
and Eve ate of the fruit.
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Whenever I bring a First Fruit offering in the physical, it helps me to see in the spiritual
realm, which spiritual fruit I need to be planting. If I am not equally diligent with my spiritual
“potential / land / harvest” as I am with the physical, then I will not be able to enter into the
Tabernacle to experience GOD’s intimacy/presence.

Examples of a FIRST-FRUIT offering
The Old Testament examples are physical fruit.
Each one of these fruit point to a spiritual reality.
Paul tells us that we are to produce the FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
Imagine if this year you can hold up as an offering a bucket filled with gifts of long-suffering
—or patience—or wherever you have lacked in the past.
**NUGGET!** This same “law” applies to the stranger who lives with the children of Israel.
You may say that we do not live with them—we are not in Israel (or even Jews).

That is not what is meant here.
We “live with” when we serve the GOD (YHVH) of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, when we
keep GOD’s Commandments, when we declare that we are adopted Sons / Daughters of
the Covenant.
The word “live with” in Hebrew is Strong’s 1481, sojourn – meaning:
•

to seek hospitality with,

•

to assemble oneself with.
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Keep in mind this is the description of Abraham for the entire duration of his stay in the
Promised Land…
Numbers 15:14-16 “If a foreigner stays with you — or whoever may be with you, through
all your generations — and he wants to bring an offering made by fire as a fragrant aroma
for ADONAI, he is to do the same as you. For this community there will be the same law
for you as for the foreigner living with you; this is a permanent regulation through all your
generations; the foreigner is to be treated the same way before ADONAI as yourselves.
The same Torah and standard of judgment will apply to both you and the foreigner living
with you.’”

I) Remind yourself daily of the faithfulness of God—wear the Tiztzit.
We have a GOD (YHVH) who cares - who understands our human nature.
We mostly have a short-term focus.
GOD (YHVH) on the other hand only thinks of Eternity.
The way to reconcile the two is this gift of the Tiztzit.
In order for this gift to become operational, there are two conditions.
1) You must make your own…
Numbers 15:38 “Speak to the people of Isra’el, instructing them to make, through all
their generations, tzitziyot on the corners of their garments, and to put with the tzitzit on
each corner a blue thread.
2) You must look at it.
Numbers 15:39(a) It is to be a tzitzit for you to look at So that you may remember...
Numbers 15:39(b)-40 ….and thereby remember all of ADONAI’s mitzvot and obey them,
so that you won’t go around wherever your own heart and eyes lead you to prostitute
yourselves; but it will help you remember and obey all My Mitzvot and be holy for your
God.

How do I apply the wearing
of the Tzitzit today?
Many will tell you that we no longer
have to wear the Tzitzit today either
because it is a Jewish thing or else
they will tell you that it has been
done away with, with the infilling of
the Holy Spirit.
A plain reading of the two passages
where this Commandment is given
will reveal the following:

12

•

It’s an instruction for all tribes (not only Judah),

•

It’s to be worn throughout all generations,

•

it must contain a blue thread,

•

it must remind us of the Commandments.

Let us now look at two verses that give us purpose in this regard.
Malachi 4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with
healing in His wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.
Luke 8:44 “She came up behind him and touched the fringe of His garment, and
immediately her discharge of blood ceased.”
The wearing of the Tzitzit does not have spiritual power. It’s a daily reminder to yourself,
that you are a set-apart priest who is serving in the Tabernacle made of Living Stones.
It’s an element that in the “physical” tells the people that I have decided to walk in
obedience to Gods Commandments.
The “Spiritual” evidence of the role of the Tzitzit in my life will be the fact that
“my deeds /actions/daily walk in the community will bring healing”…
I will be a peacemaker—I will be a restorer of things—I will come underneath my family
and lift them up before GOD (YHVH).

A FINAL THOUGHT
Caleb as an example
One man stands out as an extra-ordinary example of someone who has a legacy vision - a
man whose plans are centered on the next generation.
As a result:
•

He will have the courage to speak out against the masses

•

He will have the patience to wait until he can enter the land

•

He will raise a daughter who will have the same characteristics as he had—an
overcomer.

Achsah, the daughter of Caleb
"The daughters of Zelophehad are right in their statements. You shall surely give them a
hereditary possession among their father's brothers, and you shall transfer the inheritance
of their father to them'" (Numbers 27:7).
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In that moment, God contradicted centuries of prejudice and wrong-headed tradition. He
made it clear that in His kingdom, women are not afterthoughts or appendages. They have
equal value with men and full rights to His benefits.
A Daughter's Double Portion Hidden in another Old Testament Book is the story of
Achsah, the daughter of Caleb (see Joshua 15:16-19). Like Zelophehad's daughters,
this daring young woman also claimed territory in the land of Canaan.
Can you imagine what it would have been like to grow up in the household of Caleb, one
of Israel's champions of faith? The giants who ruled Canaan did not intimidate this man—
and I suspect he imparted that same fearlessness to this young girl.
The Bible tells us that when Caleb inherited his territory in the land of Judah, his daughter
approached him with a bold proposal: She asked him for land in a day when women were
not considered worthy of owning anything.
But the story does not stop there. Achsah said to her father: "'Give me a blessing; since
you have given me the land of the Negev, give me also springs of water'" (v. 19). Caleb,
not one to deny his little girl anything, gave her "the upper and the lower springs."
Achsah had spunk. She wasn't satisfied with the status quo. Not only did she ask for land,
she asked for more! She pressed forward until she got the water necessary to turn the dry
desert into a garden.
Why is this obscure passage included in the Scriptures? I believe the Holy Spirit has
woven a subtle theme throughout the Bible, pointing to the fact that redeemed women who
have been set free from the curse of sin will inherit the kingdom. They will not live on the
sidelines while men partake of heaven's blessings. They will not be penalized from full
participation in the church simply because of gender.
Today, GOD (YHVH) is calling women of faith to arise and claim land for Him.
He is looking for women who have a giant-killing mentality.
Dare I say it?
He is looking for women with an apostolic spirit—women whose burden for souls weighs
so heavy that they cannot rest until the whole earth has been filled with His Glory.
Anyone who goes to live in Hebron today…. has the same spirit as Caleb, as they live right
next to the Palestinian population.
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.”
--Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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