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BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE 
READING

---Roly Buys---



   Parashah Vayetze

 GOD’S DREAM FOR MAN

This  week’s  portion comes from Genesis 28:10 - 32:3, Hosea 12:13 - 14:10, John 
1:43-51.

A FATHER – SON DREAM … RESTORATION

This  portion is  filled with dreams. And it’s out of dreams that we need to have a vision of 
the future. Humans were created to envisage a brave new world and then plot and plan 
the journey to achieve that result.

Sometimes we need an adverse circumstance to launch us out into that journey. You see a 
father’s  home can become quite comfortable. Today we see many children that should be 
independent still living at home, aimlessly wandering from pillar to post.

THE GOAL: TO RETURN TO MY FATHER’S HOUSE IN SHALOM 
(PEACE)

Genesis 28:20-21 20 Then Jacob  made a vow (promise), saying, “If God will be with me 
and will keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat and clothing to 
wear, 21 and if [He grants that] I return to my father’s house in safety, then the Lord will 
be my God.
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This  word “shalom” (Strong’s H 7965) has many meanings or interpretations. Let’s look at 
some of them:

• Completeness, (in number)
• Soundness in body
• Welfare, health, prosperity
• Peace, quiet, tranquility, contentment
• Friendship with God in covenant relationship
• Peace from war

Jacob’s prayer is  NOT asking for something small or insignificant. He is asking for full 
restoration! 

Jacob starts off with an act of deceit/misrepresentation… he claims to be someone he 
is  not. Many people today want to reject the idea of generational curses and they would 
like to think that the word, curse, has a different connotation today than in the time of 
Jacob.

The Sages say;  “the action of a father will determine the footsteps of the son.” In our 
modern day thinking we will say that whatever you as father role model as acceptable 
behaviour, will become the norm that your children follow. 

What happens in Jacob’s life (remember he wants  to return whole/in peace to his father’s 
house):

- His sons: Reuben and Levi deceive Jacob and the entire city in the incident with 
regard to Dinah.

- His ten sons will deceive him into believing that some wild animal has  killed his  son 
Joseph.

- Laban will deceive him into marrying Leah after he had worked the seven years for the 
love of his life, Rachel.

Genesis 29:21-23 21 Finally, Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my time [of 
service] is completed, so that I may take her to me [as my wife].” 22 So Laban 
gathered together all the men of the place and prepared a [wedding] [feast [with wine]. 23 
But in the evening he took Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob, and Jacob 
[went in to [consummate the marriage with] her.

- Laban will deceive him with the contract for the work that he does after he has paid off 
the price of the two women.

- His wife, Rachel, will deceive him by carrying the pagan gods of her father with her 
when they leave Laban’ s house.
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Genesis 31:34 “34 Now Rachel had taken the household idols and put them in the 
camel’s saddlebag and sat on them. Laban searched through all her tent, but did not find 
them.”

Where is the wholeness—where is the Shalom??

JACOB HAS A DREAM
Jacob’s  ability to push through all of the adversity 
and pain is centered on his focus on the 
promise in his dream.

Genesis 28:12-15 12 He dreamed that there was 
a ladder (stairway) placed on the earth, and the 
top of it reached [out of sight] toward heaven; and 
[he saw] the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it [going to and from heaven]. 13 
And behold, the Lord stood above and around 
him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of 
Abraham your [father’s] father and the God of 
Isaac; I will give to you and to your descendants 
the land [of promise] on which you are lying. 14 
Your descendants shall be as [countless as] 
the dust of the earth, and you shall spread 
abroad to the west and the east and the north 

and the south; and all the families (nations) of 
the earth shall be blessed through you and your descendants. 15 Behold, I am with 
you and will keep [careful watch over you and guard] you wherever you may go, and 
I will bring you back to this [promised] land; for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.”

Jacob is determined to repent, to make restitution (he gives Esau a blessing of the 
material things is life), he walks  in peace with the neighbours, and he destroys the pagan 
altars. And after many years, he returns, in peace to the house of his father.

Genesis 35:27-29 “27 Jacob came to Isaac his father at Mamre of Kiriath-arba (that is, 
Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had lived temporarily. 28 Now the days of Isaac were 
a hundred and eighty years. 29 Isaac’s spirit departed and he died and was gathered to 
his people [who had preceded him in death], an old man full of days (satisfied, fulfilled); his 
sons Esau and Jacob buried him [in the cave of Machpelah with his parents Abraham and 
Sarah].”

This  same promise is a prophetic word for all of those who turn away from the path that 
God (YHVH) has set for us. We find a God (YHVH) that is merciful. One Who loves 
unconditionally- a God who will restore our beauty in the likeness of the lily of the valley.

Hosea 14:5-10 5 I shall be like the dew to Israel; He will blossom like the lily, And he will 
take root like the cedars of Lebanon. 6 His shoots will sprout, And his beauty will be like 
the olive tree And his fragrance like the cedars of Lebanon. 7 Those who live in his 
shadow Will again raise grain, And they will blossom like the vine. His renown will be like 
the wine of Lebanon. 8 O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? 
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It is I who have answered and will care for you and watch over you. I am like a luxuriant 
cypress tree; With Me your fruit is found [which is to nourish you]. 9 Whoever is [spiritually] 
wise, let him understand these things; Whoever is [spiritually] discerning and 
understanding, let him know them. For the ways of the Lord are right, And the righteous 
will walk in them, But transgressors will stumble and fall in them.”
 
Paul tells us that even though we are engulfed in trials and tribulations, we need to ensure 
that NO ROOT OF BITTERNESS springs up in our lives!! If we deal with the hurts, forgive 
unconditionally, and walk in love then we will return to the “Father’s House in 
Shalom.”

Hebrews 12:14-17 “14 Continually pursue peace with everyone, and the sanctification 
without which no one will [ever] see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one falls short of God’s 
grace; that no root of resentment springs up and causes trouble, and by it many be 
defiled; 16 and [see to it] that no one is immoral or godless like Esau, who sold his own 
birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that later on, when he wanted [to regain title 
to] his inheritance of the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no opportunity for 
repentance [there was no way to repair what he had done, no chance to recall the choice 
he had made], even though he sought for it with [bitter] tears.”

CONCLUSION

Has God (YHVH) given you a dream…? 

With all certainty you have been blessed with 
talents and with gifts!! Y’shua (Jesus) speaks  
of this in the parables and makes sure that we 
understand, that God (YHVH) expects a return 
on His investment… He expects us to use 
whatever we have been given to impact the 
world and to reveal His Glory!

What has happened to that dream? Do you 
really believe that it lies at your feet in pieces…?

God (YHVH) says that He restores those who 
return to His paths of righteousness!

Stand up and take courage!! Lift up your 
head and focus on the dream that GOD  
(YHVH) has for YOU!
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.

In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless 
them.”

--Numbers 24:24-27

Shalom!!
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