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BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE 
READING

---Roly Buys---



   WEEK 8 - Parashah Vayishlach - Jacob Wrestles with an Angel

 A MAN OF CHARACTER - CHOOSE LIFE

This  week’s  reading comes from Genesis 32:4-36:43, Obadiah 1:1-21, 1 Corinthians 
5:1-13, Revelations 7:1-12.

GOD (YHVH) provides man with a miracle, or a powerful meeting at times. The question 
that must be asked is, did this event change the character of the man so that his daily 
walk truly reflects the attributes of GOD (YHVH) or not?

In this  reading, we see that Jacob is on his  way back to the Land of Promise and to meet 
up with his father again. He will also have to deal with his brother Esau on the way…

And it’s here that we see this powerful encounter.

Genesis 32:30-32 30 So Jacob named the place Peniel (the face of God), saying, “For I 
have seen God face to face, yet my life has not been snatched away.” 31 Now the sun 
rose on him as he passed Penuel (Peniel), and he was limping because of his hip. 32 
Therefore, to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon of the hip which is on the socket 
of the thigh, because He touched the socket of Jacob’s thigh by the tendon of the hip.

Jacob sees GOD (YHVH) Face-to-face and declares that his life has been spared!!! Does 
this  mean that he has been “born again” or does it mean that his  spirit has been renewed 
so that we can say his heart, soul and mind has been circumcised?

We see that he is  empowered to deal with the issue of his brother, he has enough wisdom 
and insight to know that he must make some form of restitution, and more importantly, 
knows that he should remain separated from Esau in order not to be drawn into his evil 
ways.
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But does he display a Godly character?

Let’s look at two other examples where we find a man meeting with GOD (YHVH) Face to 
face.

1] Moses

Exodus 33:12-19 12 Moses said to the Lord, 
“See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but 
You have not let me know whom You will send 
with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, 
and you have also found favor in My sight.’ 13 
Now therefore, I pray you, if I have found favor 
in Your sight, let me know Your ways so that I 
may know You [becoming more deeply and 
intimately acquainted with You, recognizing 
and understanding Your ways more clearly] 
and that I may find grace and favor in Your sight. 
And consider also, that this nation is Your 
people.” 14 And the Lord said, “My presence 
shall go with you, and I will give you rest [by 
bringing you and the people into the promised 
land].” 15 And Moses said to Him, “If Your 

presence does not go [with me], do not lead us up 
from here. 16 For how then can it be known that Your people and I have found favor in 
Your sight? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we are distinguished, Your people and I, 
from all the [other] people on the face of the earth?” 17 The Lord said to Moses, “I  will also 
do this thing that you have asked; for you have found favor (lovingkindness, mercy) in My 
sight and I have known you [personally] by name.” 18 Then Moses said, “Please, show 
me Your glory!” 19 And God said, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and 
I will proclaim the Name of the Lord before you; for I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show compassion (lovingkindness) on whom I will show compassion.”

Let’s take note of the progress of the story and also take note of the evidence of the 
character that Moses reveals…

Moses finds favour (grace) with GOD (YHVH). Moses takes action by pleading for the 
Nation that is  not walking in faith. GOD (YHVH) sees what he does and says, I will 
withhold judgment on your behalf. And then ... GOD (YHVH) says you can see Me Face to 
face.

Exodus 32:20-23 20 Then Moses took the calf they had made and burned it in the fire, 
and ground it to powder, and scattered it on the surface of the water and made the 
Israelites drink it. 21 Then Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you, that you 
have brought so great a sin on them?” 22 Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord 
burn; you know the people yourself, that they are prone to evil. 23 For they said to me, 
‘Make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’
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Exodus 34:6-9 6 Then the Lord passed by in front of him, and proclaimed, “The Lord, the 
Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness 
and truth (faithfulness); 7 keeping mercy and lovingkindness for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin; but He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, 
visiting (avenging) the iniquity (sin, guilt) of the fathers upon the children and the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations [that is, calling the children to account for 
the sins of their fathers].” 8 Moses bowed to the earth immediately and worshiped [the 
Lord]. 9 And he said, “If now I have found favor and lovingkindness in Your sight, O 
Lord, let the Lord, please, go in our midst, though it is a stiff-necked (stubborn, 
rebellious) people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your 
possession.”

2] Job

Job 33:26 “He will pray to God, and He shall be favorable to him, So that he looks at 
His face with joy; For God restores to man His righteousness [that is, his right standing 
with God—with its joys].”

Let’s consider this story. Job has endured all sorts of tribulations, yet remained firm in his 
conviction that GOD (YHVH) will bless him.   His revealed CHARACTER throughout   
the story shows faithfulness commitment to his friends, and obedience to GOD’s 
Commandments, and as  a result we see that Job has a the Face-to-face meeting with 
GOD (YHVH)!

Let’s now revert to Jacob:

After having this powerful encounter, and having his life spared, we read of the horrific 
story where his daughter, Dinah is raped.

What would a man of character do...?

Gather the family, fetch the daughter and validate her pain; and give her love and support. 
Arrange for counseling, protect her from all forms of gossip and do whatever else is 
needed in order to bring restitution and restoration in her life.

So what does this father do…?

The rapist’s father, Shechem, shows honour by going to Dinah’s family and accepting 
responsibility for what his son has done, and he offers restitution to the family.

Genesis 34:11-12 11 Shechem also said to Dinah’s father and to her brothers, “Let me 
find favor in your sight, and I will give you whatever you ask of me. 12 Demand of me a 
very large bridal payment and gift [as compensation for giving up your daughter 
and sister], and I will give you whatever you tell me; only give me the girl to be my 
wife.”

Jacob listens silently and waits for the sons to respond. He fails to take up his  role as 
father and he allows the sons to make a proposal, namely that the entire city of men would 
have to get circumcised. We see that Jacob does not take a leadership role at all.
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Remember, they have asked the people to join into a covenant, in exactly the same way 
that GOD (YHVH) had covenanted with them.

Genesis 34:24 “24 And every [Canaanite] man who went out of the city gate listened and 
considered what Hamor and Shechem said; and every male who was a resident of that 
city was circumcised.”

Jacob hears  that his sons have entered the city, killed all of the men, took captive all of the 
women and children, and stole the cattle and all of the livestock... and he does not do 
anything about it. This is an act of “breaking”covenant!

Genesis 34:25-29 “25 Now on the third day 
[after the circumcision], when all the men were 
[terribly] sore and in pain, two of Jacob’s sons, 
Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s [full] brothers, took 
their swords, boldly entered the city [without 
anyone suspecting them of evil intent], and 
they killed every male. 26 They killed Hamor 
and his son Shechem with the edge of the 
sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house 
[where she was staying], and left. 27 Then 
Jacob’s [other] sons came upon those who were 
killed and looted the town, because their sister 
had been defiled and disgraced. 28 They took 
the Canaanites’ flocks and their herds and 
their donkeys, and whatever was in the city 
and in the field; 29 they looted all their 
wealth, and [took captive] all their children 
and their wives, even everything that was in 
the houses.”
 
Can we really accept that this is  only an issue of revenge? Did they really restore their 
sister’s honour...? NO!

The family had taken a GOD-given sign of a covenant relationship and desecrated it.

Let’s start at the beginning: Abraham begins a walk of faith with GOD (YHVH). At some 
point in time GOD (YHVH) determines that it’s time to cement this  relationship within the 
boundary of a formal covenant. The sign of the circumcision becomes a sign of the 
covenant between GOD (YHVH) and Abraham.
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Genesis 17:10 –14 10 This is [the sign of] My covenant, which you shall keep and 
faithfully obey, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male 
among you shall be circumcised. 11 And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of 
your foreskins, and it shall be the sign (symbol, memorial) of the covenant between 
Me and you. 12 Every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised 
throughout your generations, [including] a servant whether born in the house or one who is 
purchased with [your] money from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants. 13 A 
servant who is born in your house or one who is purchased with your money must be 
circumcised; and [the sign of] My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting 
covenant. 14 And the male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person 
shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”
(See also Genesis 17:23) 

The word circumcision according to Strong’s H 4135 is  “mul” and carries the following 
meanings:

- To be circumcise[d], to be cut off. 

Psalm 118:10 “10 All nations encompassed me; In the name of the Lord I will surely cut 
them off. 11 They encompassed me, yes, they surrounded me [on every side]; In the 
name of the Lord I will cut them off.”

- To cut down.

Psalm 90:5-6 “5 You have swept them away like a flood, they fall asleep [forgotten as 
soon as they are gone]; In the morning they are like grass which grows anew—6 In the 
morning it flourishes and springs up; In the evening it wilts and withers away.”

This  translation speaks of “wilt” and “withering away” but the Hebrew word used, is the one 
referred to above (to cut down), and clearly the author is stating that we “wither away” 
when our actions no longer match the sign of the covenant. 

The context of circumcision is  to “cut off” that which is impure— and that which remains 
is  pure. The decision by a pagan to allow himself to be circumcised enables him to take 
part in the PASSOVER festival.  The circumcision confers/bestows a legal right to the 
covenant promises.

Jacob’s sons “cut off” in revenge, and in doing so irreparably damages the principle of 
covenant, and at the same time calls into question the integrity of GOD’s (YHVH) WORD. 
How would any one trust this sign in future? Does the character of a man who carries 
this sign really mean what he says? If we are to carry the sign of circumcision in the 
physical, then we are bound to “show” the spiritual evidence of a circumcised soul and 
mind in our daily lives.

The Bible is silent, there is no indication at all that the children of Israel repented/made 
restitution for this  devious deed. It seems that it is  only in the days of Joshua, as they were 
in the process  of entering The Land that the effect of this generational curse was finally 
dealt with. The Gibeonites cut covenant with Joshua in exactly the same circumstances of 
deceit /misrepresentation. Joshua’s action of honouring the Covenant was the process that  
would reverse this curse.
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Joshua 9:3-6 3 But when the people of Gibeon [the Hivites] heard what Joshua had done 
to Jericho and Ai, 4 they too acted craftily and cunningly, and set out and took  along 
provisions, but took worn-out sacks on their donkeys, and wineskins (leather bottles) that 
were worn out and split open and patched together, 5 and worn-out and patched sandals 
on their feet, and worn-out clothes; and all their supply of food was dry and had turned to 
crumbs. 6 They went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and the men of 
Israel, “We have come from a far country; so now, make a covenant (treaty) with us.”

HOW COULD THE FAMILY HAVE ALLOWED THIS DEVIOUS DEED 
TO TAKE PLACE?

Jacob may have had a powerful meeting with GOD (YHVH) but he had still not dealt with 
the idols that were in his camp. Immediately after this  event we see that GOD (YHVH) 
instructs  Jacob to deal with the sin in his camp. Compromise amongst believers allows 
the community to consider ungodly actions  as acceptable. Powerful experiences do not 
necessarily change a man’s character. 

Genesis 35:1-5 1 Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and live there, and make an 
altar there to God, who appeared to you [in a distinct manifestation] when you fled [years 
ago] from Esau your brother.” 2 Then Jacob said to his household and to all who were with 
him, “Get rid of the [idols and images of] foreign gods that are among you, and 
ceremonially purify yourselves and change [into fresh] clothes; 3 then let us get up and go 
up to Bethel, and I will make an altar there to God, who answered me in the day of my 
distress and has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave Jacob all the 
[idols and images of the] foreign gods they had and the rings which were in their 
ears [worn as charms against evil], and Jacob buried them under the oak tree near 
Shechem. 5 As they journeyed, there was a great [supernatural] terror [sent from God] on 
the cities around them, and [for that reason] the Canaanites did not pursue the sons of 
Jacob.

CONCLUSION

Our character is more important than the talents and the giftings that we have. After all, 
GOD (YHVH) gave those freely. What GOD (YHVH) really wants is  to see that we reflect 
His attributes  fairly and accurately in our daily walk. And that’s the reason why the robe of 
the Priest had the symbols of the bell and the pomegranates.
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E x o d u s 2 8 : 3 3 - 3 4 “ 3 3 Yo u s h a l l m a k e 
pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet fabric 
all around its hem, with gold bells between them; 
34 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell 
and a pomegranate, all around the [bottom] hem 
of the robe.”

The bell represents our gifts and the pomegranate 
represents the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

GOD (YHVH) gives man various gifts/talents that 
are needed for him to fulfill his calling and purpose 
in life.

We each get a unique set of gifts that  APPLY to 
our individual walk with GOD (YHVH).

Unfortunately man often allows the “old man/nature” to rule and when we then appropriate 
the gifts, they are used for our own glory, power, prestige, and material gain. Paul tells us 
that we are to develop spiritual fruit-patience, long-suffering and so forth. When man uses 
the gifts for his own purposes, our “bells” hit against each other and make  a clanging 
noise. But when we have developed the Fruit of the Spirit, THESE FRUIT become the 
mechanism that ensures that our bells continue to sound in harmony.

Galatians 5:22-25 “22 But the fruit of the Spirit [the result of His presence within us] is 
love [unselfish concern for others], joy, [inner] peace, patience [not the ability to wait, but 
how we act while waiting], kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control. Against such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the sinful nature together with its passions and appetites. 25 If we [claim to] 
live by the [Holy] Spirit, we must also walk by the Spirit [with personal integrity, godly 
character, and moral courage—our conduct empowered by the Holy Spirit].”

May your walk reveal the fullness of the Glory of GOD (YHVH).
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“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.

In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless 
them.”

--Numbers 24:24-27

Shalom!!
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