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PASSOVER
(The	  Feast	  also	  known	  as	  “the	  crossing-‐over”	  Feast)

The annual cycle of Feast days have begun again! The invitation from God the Father to 
all of His children, the sons and daughters of Abraham, has been dispatched, just as it 

has been through all of the 
centuries past.

Are you going to attend?

Passover is  a personal Feast. It’s 
a family affair. There is  only 
space at the table for “enough” 
people to completely finish eating 
a small lamb.

T H I S P A S S O V E R 
CONNECTS MY PAST 
TO MY FUTURE

The Passover story begins with 
the symbol of the lamb’s blood 
painted onto the doorposts of our 

homes. We read that Passover is  a sign - but for whom? We tend to think that the “blood 
on the lintel” was a sign for God - so that the angel would see it and pass over.

But this is NOT the case.

Exodus 12:13 The blood will serve you as a sign marking the houses where you are; 
when I see the blood, I will pass over (Hebrew: pasach) you — when I strike the land of 
Egypt, the death blow will not strike you. 

A careful reading of the words shows us that Passover is “a sign for us”. Every time that 
we celebrate this Feast and remember, the event becomes a sign for us that God is 
faithful, that He will deliver us, and that we will enter the Promised Land.

The	  “sign	  of	  Passover”	  is	  a	  promise	  of	  the	  future.

It calls for a free-will choice to “HEAR” the Small Still Voice of God and then decide to take 
action - to do what He says. It calls for a father and a mother to stand in absolute unity in 
their relationship to one another, and to God as they draw their family into this choice.

It’s springtime in Israel. For the original Israelites, their view of the outside world consisted 
of the River Nile, the Pyramids, and the sand of Egypt. But in Israel we see the start of the 
spring flower season. In the portion below you can read about a “very special coloured” iris 
that flowers now. Pay attention to the purple-type colour - a permutation of the colour of 
the blood of the lamb - but what’s more interesting is its association with royalty. 
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During the months of February and March numerous people visit Mount Gilboa to view 
the dark purple Iris that are found on these slopes.  It is a sight not to be missed with the 
amazing views of the hills of Galilee that stretch as far north as  Mount Hermon capped 
with snow and the beautiful valley to be seen below.

WE NEED CIRCUMCISED HEARTS, SOULS AND MINDS

Paul tells  us  that we must keep this Feast. However, he has moved on from the physical 
domain and now has a view from the Heavens. While it’s important that we celebrate this 
Feast physically, so that we can practice and envision the spiritual Feast, it’s  also critical 
that we are busy transforming from the man of flesh to the Man of the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18, 5:1-2 This is why we do not lose courage. Though our outer self is 
heading for decay, our inner self is being renewed daily.  For our light and transient 
troubles are achieving for us an everlasting glory whose weight is beyond description. We 
concentrate not on what is seen but on what is not seen, since things seen are temporary, 
but things not seen are eternal.

We know that when the tent which houses us here on earth is torn down, we have a 
permanent building from God, a building not made by human hands, to house us in 
Heaven. For in this tent, our earthly body, we groan with desire to have around us the 
home from heaven that will be ours.
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Every	  single	  Feast	  has	  a	  transforma1onal	  purpose	  

The function of Passover is to ensure that you move from being a slave - to being a free 
man. For many people today, that means that we live in a democracy and can vote. In 
reality, it means far more, it requires of us to strip off the works of the flesh, and put on the 
Fruit of the Holy Spirit. Not just now and then, but in a continuous daily walk of faith.

The	  process	  of	  transforma?on:

Requires us to spend the seven days of physical time within the Covenant boundary of 
God’s Space, so that we can “convert” the physical “hearing” from God, as well as 
emotional healing, and so forth, into spiritual revelation that will change the way we 
follow God on this journey through life.

 WHAT IS THE PHYSICAL FEAST?

A simple meal with the family, on the specified date!  A time to build relations and a 
time to remember! A Feast that recognizes that we have changed status from slave 
to free men / women and will forever be different.

Leviticus 23:4-8 “‘These are the designated times of Adonai, the holy convocations you 
are to proclaim at their designated times. 5 “‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the 
month, between sundown and complete darkness, comes Pesach for Adonai. 6 On the 
fifteenth day of the same month is the festival of matzah; for seven days you are to eat 
matzah. 7 On the first day you are to have a holy convocation; don’t do any kind of 
ordinary work. 8 Bring an offering made by fire to Adonai for seven days. On the seventh 
day is a holy convocation; do not do any kind of ordinary work.’”

WHAT IS THE SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION?

A process of introspection where we identify actions and habits and lifestyle traits 
that do not reflect the Glory of God, and then enter into a process to renew our 
minds and of committing to a life of change. Importantly, we need to get rid of ALL 
of the “old man” thinking - we must not retain anything that looks like the kingdom 
of this world.

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know the saying, “It takes only a 
little hametz to leaven a whole batch of dough?”  Get rid of the old hametz, so that you can 
be a new batch of dough, because in reality you are unleavened. For our Pesach lamb, 
the Messiah, has been sacrificed.  So let us celebrate the Seder not with leftover hametz, 
the hametz of wickedness and evil, but with the matzah of purity and truth.

LONGER-TERM VIEW OF PASSOVER - a view into Canaan

We tend to think about the seven days of the Feast - of what we will do - or what we will 
experience. And then it’s all over until next year. Or is this all that there is to it?
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I want to suggest that this  time round, we use the PASSOVER to prepare for our journey 
into the Land of POTENTIAL. I suggest that we make plans NOT to FALL into the same 
traps / snares that our forefathers did. I suggest that we should prepare ourselves for the 
warfare that is required in order to transition from a slave to a truly free man / woman.

Y’SHUA’S (Jesus) first 
PASSOVER

Have you ever thought about that 
very first Passover when a young boy 
at the age of 12/13, now transitioning 
into “manhood”, goes through the 
ceremony where he is accepted into 
adult status - how must he feel about 
this new experience that he will 
undergo?

The ceremony is called “accepting 
the yoke of the Torah1” and changes 
his status for life. The families 
prepare the young man to enter into 
the full status  of a man within the 
congregation, and who will be 
accountable for his own actions.

At this age a young man within the Jewish community is  eligible to be part of   the 
quorum of TEN, which they believe is needed to make up a prayer group.
Y’shua (Jesus) tells us that where two or three are gathered, the Holy Spirit will be in 
attendance and we will be able to be a community that can worship in His Name.

What’s important here is not the number of the community, but the fact that at such a 
young age (13 years old) we believe that a child has become an adult and is responsible 
for their own choices.

Y’shua (Jesus) receiving the Yoke of the Kingdom

Luke 2:41-45 Every year Yeshua’s parents went to Yerushalayim for the festival of 
Pesach.  When he was twelve years old, they went up for the festival, as custom required.  
But after the festival was over, when his parents returned, Yeshua remained in 
Yerushalayim. They didn’t realize this; supposing that he was somewhere in the caravan, 
they spent a whole day on the road before they began searching for him among their 
relatives and friends. Failing to find him, they returned to Yerushalayim to look for him.
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What	  do	  we	  think	  happened	  during	  that	  ?me?

This  was possibly His  very first full experience with Passover. He would have 
experienced the complete ceremony. Importantly, He would have stood with His  Father 
during the sacrifice of the lamb. And He would have seen all of the other lambs that were 
sacrificed during this time.

Did	  this	  offering	  s?r	  something	  in	  His	  Spirit?

Would He have prophetically seen into the future, when “another” Lamb would pay 
the full price? Would He have been able to discern the hearts of the people who came 
together for Passover that year in Jerusalem?

Was He able to spiritually understand the magnitude of the renewal of the hearts  that was 
needed so that the world could be impacted? More importantly, while He was speaking to 
the leaders of the day, did He teach of the renewal of the Covenant with the House of 
Judah and the House of Israel?

Luke 2:46-48 On the third day they found Him — He was sitting in the Temple court 
among the rabbis, not only listening to them but questioning what they said; and 
everyone who heard Him was astonished at his insight and His responses.  When His 
parents saw Him, they were shocked; and His mother said to Him, “Son! Why have you 
done this to us? Your father and I have been terribly worried looking for you!”

When His parents speak to Him, He is surprised that they do not understand His calling. 
Yet when He tells them, we do not see any reaction from them … It’s almost as if they had 
known about it but had thought that it was still a long way to go before it would come to 
pass.

Children of Israel, who had heard the words of Moses, seen the prophets come and go, 
who studied the Torah with all of their hearts/souls/minds - stood there that day and yet 
could not understand what it was that He was saying to them.

Are we any different? Do we “see and hear” what God wants us to understand and do?

Maybe He told them about the principle/concept that Paul would teach many years later - 
that we should experience the physical domain of the Covenant/Commandments/
Tabernacle in order that we will be able to transform these actions into the spiritual reality 
which is the Heavenly Tabernacle?

Luke 2:49-50 He said to them, “Why did you have to look for Me? Didn’t you know that I 
had to be concerning Myself with My Father’s affairs?”  But they didn’t understand what He 
meant.

STANDING IN FAITH

Not long after they are freed from the hands of Pharaoh, and can experience the effect of 
freedom, the people will fail to have the patience and endurance to stand and wait for God 
to act.
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They will begin to doubt in their own salvation. They will need to have something 
physical to see and feel - their faith is weak. They will want to build a golden calf. They 
will even sacrifice to do so! They will want something physical to hold onto, but in turn will 
then build a substitute religion. 

Anything that we hold on to which is ritual or legalistic, and which fails to require of 
man the need to live by faith, will bring death in time. Although the external 
appearances can appear to be “holy”, the intention of the heart is unclean.

Faith means walking in the belief that God will be faithful in all circumstances.

Faith means accepting that “bad” things can happen but that we live with the expectation 
that all will be well in the end.

Faith means having a vision that goes past the wilderness and includes crossing the 
Jordan and taking the Promised Land.

Only those who look up will feel the warmth of God’s love. Those who look  down will see 
every stone that lies in the pathway to reach the potential.

STAND AND TAKE COURAGE

The people travel a short time. It’s  only a few days … Soon they stand at the very edge of 
destiny - on the promise of being the light to the nations, on the promise of being blessed 
in order to be a blessing to the other nations - what potential!

Soon they will enter the Land, soon they will redeem the Land, and soon they will build an 
altar/Tabernacle for a Holy God.

Unfortunately …

They will look at the size of physical man – 
they will think of the enemy as  giants and 
think of themselves as “nothing” and will 
suffer the consequences of the fear of man.

The size of giants causes Godly men to fear, 
and that fear causes man (with huge 
potential) to walk away from his destiny.

The people will die in the wilderness; all of 
the warriors that had the potential to 
overcome will die without achieving 
anything. A new generation of warriors will 
arise and will cross the Jordan, walking 
behind the ARK of the Covenant, and will 
conquer the land. 

The same giants will still be there; in fact 
they may have multiplied in those 40 years. 
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The same enemy will be waiting - this  time the Israelites  enter without the element of 
surprise, but something is different …

These men are free - free to make real choices without fear of man.

Nevertheless, God deems it important to speak to Moses. Moses is  told to encourage 
these warriors - to give them hope - to give them vision. And he does so - with these 
words… “Stand and take courage”.

Y’SHUA (Jesus) TEACHES US ABOUT THE FRUIT OF 
HUMILITY

Paul tells  us it’s all about the Fruit of the Spirit. So often we will talk about this, but when 
the time comes to apply these principles, we find that it’s so hard to show humility. Y’shua 
(Jesus) chooses to demonstrate this attribute in His walk on earth by an action which has 
left its mark on generation after generation. Everyone who sees this act, or is  the 
beneficiary of this action, will experience some form of spiritual awareness. He will go 
round the Upper Room and wash all twelve of the disciple’s feet, including Judas Iscariot.

I suggest that it’s  relatively easy to wash the feet of friends - but what about your enemy? 
Do you think it’s that easy?

Peter

John 13:8-10 “No!” said Kefa, “You will never wash my feet!” Yeshua answered him, “If I 
don’t wash you, you have no share with Me.”  “Lord,” Shim‘on Kefa replied, “not only my 
feet, but my hands and head too!”  Yeshua said to him, “A man who has had a bath 
doesn’t need to wash, except his feet — his body is already clean. And you people are 
clean, but not all of you.”

Peter likes to think that he is special, absolutely committed, and would always serve God 
unconditionally. He feels that it’s not right that the Master washes the feet of the disciples. 

The	  Body	  of	  Messiah

In many of the parts of the Body of Messiah today, we have a teaching that leaders 
must be “honored”. This is true – BUT Y’shua (Jesus) stays  our example of a Godly 
Servant-Leader!

In some churches we see actions  where the leader is welcomed with clapping of hands 
and a standing ovation, his case is carried for him, he enters with an entourage of “body 
guards” - this in a form of people worship.

While we are expected to respect others, especially elders, we are not called to worship 
them. The very beginning of the Book of Genesis teaches that we are “all equal and we 
are one”. The fact that a person has a calling to ministry does not change that status - it 
merely increases the responsibility and the consequences of abusing power. At all times 
during the ministry of Moses can we see that he is clearly the leader, but his  heart is to 
petition constantly for the people. 
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Peter wants to refuse the gift of having his feet washed - in a sense this  is  a measure of 
pride. When Y’shua (Jesus) teaches Peter that this is the pattern of serving, of loving 
your neighbour, he accepts.

John 13:12-17 After He had washed their feet, taken back His clothes and returned to the 
table, He said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?  You call me ‘Rabbi’ 
and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because I am. Now if I, the Lord and Rabbi, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash each other’s feet.  For I have set you an example, so that 
you may do as I have done to you.  Yes, indeed! I tell you, a slave is not greater than his 
master, nor is an emissary greater than the one who sent him.  If you know these things, 
you will be blessed if you do them.

What an amazing act of humbling service - but also an act of such prophetic 
significance.

Have	  you	  considered	  the	  following?

We serve in a Tabernacle made of Living Stones. We are called to be Priests serving in 
this  Tabernacle. Y’shua (Jesus) will become the Great High Priest in the Order of 
Melchizedek.

Y’shua (Jesus) demonstrates the requirement for priests to wash their feet and hands 
BEFORE they enter or officiating in the Tabernacle - He tells us that we cannot enter His 
Tabernacle unless we are Pure and Holy.

He sets a pattern for ALL LEADERSHIP to follow. In fact, we can say it differently: unless 
you are prepared to humble yourself and wash the feet of others, you will never be a 
leader in His Kingdom.

When we see how leaders expect to be treated and honored, we can only wonder what 
has happened to the pattern set by Y’shua (Jesus)?

Exodus 30:17-21; 40:30-32 ADONAI said to Moshe,  “You are to make a basin of bronze, 
with a base of bronze, for washing. Place it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and 
put water in it.  Aharon and his sons will wash their hands and feet there when they enter 
the tent of meeting — they are to wash with water, so that they won’t die. Also when they 
approach the altar to minister by burning an offering for ADONAI, they are to wash their 
hands and feet, so that they won’t die. This is to be a perpetual law for them through all 
their generations.”

He set the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it for washing, 
so that Moshe and Aharon and his sons could wash their hands and feet there — so that 
they could wash when entering the tent of meeting and when approaching the altar, as 
ADONAI had ordered Moshe.

We	  may	  think	  that	  this	  type	  of	  service	  is	  not	  important

A host would always make sure that a guest would have water and a towel to wash his feet 
after walking in the dusty road. Simon the Pharisee fails in this basic act of good 
manners.
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Yet a woman comes and washes His Feet and dries them with her hair – she then anoints 
Him with very costly perfume.  Simon, as the host, fails to meet the needs of his  guests, 
and yet he gets upset with the woman who is ministering to Y’shua (Jesus). 

Luke 7:37-38 A woman who lived in that town, a sinner, who was aware that he was 
eating in the home of the Parush, brought an alabaster box of very expensive perfume, 
stood behind Yeshua at His Feet and wept until her tears began to wet His Feet. 
Then she wiped His Feet with her own hair, kissed His Feet and poured the perfume 
on them.

This act of humility earns her these words: 

Luke 7:4 “Then He said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.” 

WHAT ATTR IBUTES DO WE DEMONSTRATE AT 
PASSOVER?

FAMILY

It’s a time for the entire family to gather round the family table - for renewed family 
commitments, and for restoration and strengthening of relationships.
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It is  a time for the fathers to bless each and every individual with the potential to walk 
through the next year’s wilderness journey, and to enter into his / her promises.

This  is a time when the children will be reminded of the miracle of coming out of Egypt, 
and made to remember that freedom is a special gift to man. I have been told that some 
families  like to dress up as  slaves, and at some point in time during the evening, they 
change their clothes into the clothes of free men and women. 

FAITH

It’s easy to believe that much of what we have today is  due to our own hard work, our own 
wonderful ideas … In fact, this is the message that the world system tells  us daily – “I did it 
my way….”

It’s important to be reminded of the hard times …  It’s  important to eat the “bitter herbs” 
and to think about where we could have been under different circumstances.

Faith abounds when we have an understanding of where we could have been, had it not 
been for God’s grace.

Just for a minute, consider the many Jews who came out from the concentration camps, 
and who forever carried the mark of the period of slavery … the number tattooed onto 
their arms.

They can remember - they remember every day.

HOPE

Hope springs up in our hearts eternally when we can “feel” the past of the slavery; yet 
“see” the manna on the ground and the promise of the Land across the Jordan. Hope is 
strong when we have our memories of the past, when our minds understand the reality of 
the present, and our feet are walking into the future. Only those with a full understanding 
of the past can plan a vision for the future.

OUR	  PAST	  WALK	  WITH	  GOD

As we look back at every Passover, we can see and remember where we were. We will 
build a storehouse of memory stones that recall the spiritual blessing of freedom of every 
Passover Feast. We will build up a memory bank of every prophetic word that was ever 
spoken over our lives. We will be able to match the events that will be recorded as a 
fulfillment of each of those dreams/visions/or prophetic words as they occur in the months 
that follow the Passover feast.

This process of celebrating, and then recording the fulfillment of God’s promises, will not 
only build our faith, but will also cause us to remember as witness to God’s goodness.

God’s faithfulness then becomes a norm, a witness that we can hold onto. No one knows 
what lies  ahead each year, but when we have these past memories to hold onto, we can 
face the unknown future.
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**NUGGET!** When we have a past that we can hold onto, and we have a vision of 
our future in eternity because of the work of the Messiah, we can celebrate with 
great JOY.

LOVE	  YOUR	  NEIGHBOUR

Most of all, Passover teaches us that we should be grateful. Where would we be if we 
were still slaves?

Now that we are free men and women, and understand the value of the gift of freedom, we 
should always be prepared to fight for the right to freedom for others. It’s simply the 
greatest act of loving your neighbour.

A FINAL THOUGHT

We walk on earth within the realms of time and space. Every single Passover has the 
ability to elevate us up from the earth and into the Third Heavenly space / into the Spiritual 
dimension. A legalistic / ritualistic celebration does nothing to draw us closer to God. A 
sacrifice of loving obedience will become a sweet aroma to God Almighty.

PRIESTLY BLESSING

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make his face shine on you and show you his favour.

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up his face toward you and give you peace.

In this way they are to put my name on the people of Israel, so that I will bless them.”

--Numbers 24:24-27

Shalom!!
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The 
LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee: 26 The LORD lift up his 

countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation2

"YHVH will kneel before you presenting gifts, and 
He will guard you with a hedge of protection, 

YHVH will illuminate the wholeness of His Being 
toward you, bringing order, and He will provide 

you with love, sustenance, and friendship, YHVH 
will lift up the wholeness of His Being and look 

upon you, and He will set in place all you need to 
be whole and complete."
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The Priestly Blessing1 

`^r<ñm÷.v.yIw> hwhy ^k.÷rñ<b'y> 
May the LORD2 bless you3 and keep you4 

`&'Nñ<xuywI ^yl,ñae wyn"P' hwhy raey" 

May the LORD make His face5 shine6 upon you and be gracious7 to you 

`~Alv' ^l. ~fey"w> ^ylñ,ae wyn"P' hwhy aF'yI 

May the LORD lift up8 his face to you and give you peace9 
                                                 

1  This blessing is (ritually) recited (by the kohanim) during synagogue services during Nesiat Kapayim ("the Raising of the 
Hands"), though it is also recited over children on Friday night before the start of the Shabbat meal or as a bedtime blessing. 

2  The name YHVH (hwhy) represents God's attributes of love and mercy (~ymix]r:h; tD"mi), in contradistiction to the name Elohim 
(~yhil{a/), which represents God's attribute of justice and power as our Creator.  

3  hk'r"B. (b'rachah).  Jewish tradition considers this both material and spiritual prosperity. Pirkei Avot 3:15 says, "If there is no 
flour, there is no Torah," by which is meant that material benefits are intended to help you pursue study of Torah. The first 
occurrence of the word "blessing" in the Scriptures pertains to pru urvu (Wbr>W WrP.), "be fruitful and multiply" (Gen. 1:22). 

4  rm;v' (shamar): To guard, protect, heed, as in the exercise of diligent care. Only God has the power to secure the conferred 
blessing and keep it from turning sour or from fading away.  

5 The word for "face" (~ynIP') is plural with the 3rd person singular ending. It is considered metaphorical since God is 
incorporeal. The plural form is thought by some to indicate God's revealed and hidden attributes in creation. 

6 The hiphil verb (raey") comes from the word "light" (rAa), and is thought to refer to God's wisdom. "May God enlighten you" 
with His wisdom, i.e., the Divine Light that preceded the work of creation (Gen. 1:3). 

7 May God grant you grace or favor (!xe), i.e., to understand the "breadth and length and height and depth" of God's love (Eph. 
3:18). Grace refers to the bestowal of an undeserved gift. The blessing is bestowed even though unearned or unmerited. 

8 Since one's face is an indication of the heart's attitude, Rashi says that this means God will suppress His anger by "looking at 
you" (if God is angry at you, He "turns His face away" and refuses to admit your presence). The "lifting of face" also 
pictures God lifting you up as a father might lift up his child in joy. The "showing of face" indicates spiritual intimacy. 

9 All of the other blessings are useless without the establishment of inner peace, and therefore it is the seal of the blessing. 
Shalom (~Alv') is not simply the absence of strife, but a balance and harmony between the finite and infinite, the temporal 
and the eternal, the material and the spiritual realms.  Shalom is a gift from Sar Shalom (~Alv' rf;), the Prince of Peace. 

may he bless you the LORDand may he guard you

May he shinethe LORDhis faceon youand show you favor 

may he lift upthe LORD his faceon youand establishfor you peace 


