The water carrier and
the Pesach donkey.
Fathers are called to say!

April 2012
We are to proclaim/declare into the heavens the miracle of the Pesach story
… more importantly, as a father I must “identify” myself and my family with the
actual event – I must tell the story firsthand, as if I were a little boy or girl that
saw the miracle that special night:
Exodus 12:26-27 “26 When your children shall say to you, What do you mean
by this service? 27 You shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s Passover,
for He passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when He slew the
Egyptians but spared our houses. And the people bowed their heads and
worshiped.”
MANY years later, Paul makes sure that we understand – Pesach (Passover)
is personal. As an adopted son of the covenant, I can say that my family
experienced this miracle … I need to make this a personal reality in my life.
1 Corinthians 10:1-4 “FOR I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, that
our forefathers were all under and protected by the cloud [in which God’s
Presence went before them], and every one of them passed safely through
the [Red] Sea, 2 And each one of them [allowed himself also] to be baptized
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea [they were thus brought under
obligation to the Law, to Moses, and to the covenant, consecrated and set
apart to the service of God]; 3 And all [of them] ate the same spiritual
(supernaturally given) food, 4 And they all drank the same spiritual
(supernaturally given) drink. For they drank from a spiritual Rock which
followed them [produced by the sole power of God Himself without natural
instrumentality], and the Rock was Christ.”

However ... EVEN, after experiencing the deliverance,
GOD’s judgment comes!
Experiencing the deliverance, seeing the miracle of the Red Sea, receiving
provision in a place where there is literally “nothing”, should be enough to
make most people very happy and focused on serving GOD – HOWEVER,
we see that these things do NOT guarantee us that we will serve GOD …
What do we see? The people still CHOSE to rebel!
GOD was not well pleased,
and history records that their
bodies were scattered in the
wilderness …
In both of the earlier passages
we find a question:
•

Did you not know?

•

Were you uninformed?

•

Did your father not
role-model the fruits of
his deliverance?

There is within these questions, an expectation …
Why is it that we fail to make sure that we pass on the legacy of Pesach? Is it
because we ourselves have forgotten what it was all about?
Pesach is a New Testament/today celebration. Many believers today will
object to the thought that we should even think to celebrate a Feast – it seems
so legalistic, full of ritual – wasn’t this all done away with by the cross?!
HOWEVER, Paul tells us:
•

Purge the leaven of malice and wickedness,

•

Eat the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth,

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 “6 [About the condition of your church] your boasting is
not good [indeed, it is most unseemly and entirely out of place]. Do you not
know that [just] a little leaven will ferment the whole lump [of dough]? 7 Purge
(clean out) the old leaven that you may be fresh (new) dough, still
uncontaminated [as you are], for Christ, our Passover [Lamb], has been
sacrificed. 8 Therefore, let us keep the Feast, not with old leaven, nor with
leaven of vice and malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened [bread]
of purity (nobility, honor) and sincerity and [unadulterated] truth.”
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Principle of FIRSTBORN.
One of the important principles set out in the Torah, is that of a sanctification/
separation of the firstborn to be YHVH’s special portion. It’s important that we
understand why and what the reasons for this are … only then will we be able
to draw the parallel into the spiritual domain.
YHVH wants us to realize that the firstborn son is a CRITICAL part of the
legacy of a family … just as the father does, so too will the son.
A father that remembers GOD’s Work of deliverance will pass this memory on
to the firstborn son, who will make sure that all of the family hear and see that
GOD is GOOD.
As soon as there is a disconnect between the father and the son, then the
family values, faith, and belief system will start to unravel. Within a
generation or two, no one will know where we came from, or what GOD did
for us.
Exodus 13:1-2 “THE LORD said to Moses, 2 Sanctify (consecrate, set apart)
to Me all the firstborn [males]; whatever is first to open the womb among
the Israelites, both of man and of beast, is Mine.”
Then GOD goes on to say … “remember this day in which YOU went out of
Egypt”. And again, we are told to REMEMBER:
Exodus 13:3, 8 “3 And Moses said to the people, [Earnestly] remember this
day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage and
bondmen, for by strength of hand the Lord brought you out from this place; no
leavened bread shall be eaten. 8 You shall explain to your son on that day,
This is done because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.”
We will see that by the second Pesach (Passover), the Levites have taken
over this role of firstborn (Numbers 8:5), as a result of the sin of the golden
calf. This order will remain in place until it is superseded, by the work of
Messiah on the cross, when the order of priesthood is changed from the
Levites to the order of Melchizedek.
Firstborn sons are a GOD-given order. They take over the role of the
leadership of the family/clan. They are to role-model/lead their family into the
Kingdom of GOD. Sons were – unlike today, where we send everyone off into
the world to fend for themselves – meant to stay closely coupled to the family.
In a sense, they were very much like the disciples of the first century –
disciples “joined” themselves to a Rabbi ... indefinitely. You could almost say
that they were indentured servants, even slaves. This is not a master-slave
relationship as in abuse/domination, but a total commitment as servant. A
good description is:
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Psalm 123:2 “2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their
master, and as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes
look to the Lord our God, until He has mercy and loving-kindness for
us.”

NUGGET. The commandment of Pesach, to tell your sons, therefore has the

clear intention that you should be role-modeling the result/outcome of a
redeemed life. This action of “doing” is reflected in the Old Testament words
such as:
•

A sign on your hand,

•

A memorial between your eyes,

•

YHVH’s Torah (Law) in your mouth,
The Jewish people have
interpreted this literally – they
bind the Word to their hand
and forehead during prayer.
This is a wonderful
manifestation of the physical.
However, we “tell” a child by
our daily actions. It is
therefore clear that we need
to be doing daily tasks in a
way that reveals/binds my
spiritual reality of a redeemed
son of GOD to my son’s hand
and forehead.

Some thoughts on the actual Feast.
The story has been retold so many times – but, do we try to imagine how it felt
to be a slave? What would you remember?
How my back hurt from all of the manual labour in the sun? Or do I remind my
children that they can go back to Egypt and see the actual cities/temples that
we had to build, that today bear testimony of our labour and craftsmanship?
I suggest that we identify a few critical principles that we want to pass on to
the next generation, and see if we can expound on these in such a way that,
instead of tying a piece of leather, I will make sure that these memories are
burnt into the hands and foreheads of my sons forever.
There are many facets to a Feast such as Pesach. It is not my intention to try
to cover every little detail comprehensively.
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Rather, I have elected to focus on a set of three elements that stand out as
concepts that could be studied in more detail – the idea would be that by
renewing your mind in these particular elements, we will be able to grow in the
degree of revelation and appreciation of GOD’s Plan for redemption.
A.

The priests had to be set-apart.

When Moses went up the mountain to meet with GOD, he is told to “build’ a
Tabernacle. More importantly, we understand that GOD had “built” a
Tabernacle in the heavens. This word “to build”, B-(a)-N-(a)-H (Genesis
2:22-23), is used previously when GOD used this word to explain how “Eve” is
put together.

GOD builds people … not buildings!
So, what Moses had to do was
replicate the completed work
of Messiah, in the physical
domain. Let’s look at the three
examples:
•

Moses at the
burning bush.

GOD calls Moses aside to
come and look at something
that is extra-ordinary. For
Moses, this bush was
something related to this
world – GOD soon lets him
understand – this is Holy Ground. In the meeting, and the realization that his
life has value and purpose, Moses is set-apart to be a portal of
communication between the Israelites and GOD.
•

The Levites in the Tabernacle.

GOD tells Moses, that the Levites are to be separated for this work. After the
sin of the golden calf, a new dispensation is put into place. Every firstborn son
had to redeem himself, with the payment of five shekels, so that he could be
replaced by one of the Levites:
Numbers 3:11-12, 45 “11 And the Lord said to Moses, 12 Behold, I have
taken the Levites from among the Israelites instead of every firstborn who
opens the womb among the Israelites; and the Levites shall be Mine, 45
Take the Levites [for Me] instead of all the firstborn Israelites, and the Levites’
cattle instead of their cattle; and the Levites shall be Mine. I am the Lord.”
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•

Fathers are living-stones.

Peter tells us that we are to be a Set Apart People, a Holy Nation, a Royal
Priesthood. As living-stones, we are to be building on a spiritual house. As a
set apart community of believers, we will be bringing spiritual sacrifices that
are acceptable to GOD through Y’shua (Jesus), our Great High Priest.
Just as we alluded to earlier, GOD’s House is not a building of bricks and
mortar, but instead is living bodies that are build in the image of the Heavenly
Tabernacle – the completed work of Messiah.
Revelation 21:22 “22
I saw no Temple in the city, for the Lord God
Omnipotent [Himself] and the Lamb [Himself] are its temple.”
John tells us so clearly that in the New Jerusalem there is NO temple because
GOD and the LAMB are the Temple.
1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10 “4 Come to Him [then, to that] Living Stone which men
tried and threw away, but which is chosen [and] precious in God’s sight. 5
[Come] and, like living stones, be yourselves built [into] a spiritual house,
for a holy (dedicated, consecrated) priesthood, to offer up [those] spiritual
sacrifices [that are] acceptable and pleasing to God through Jesus Christ. 9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s]
own purchased, special people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds
and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people [at all], but now you
are God’s people; once you were unpitied, but now you are pitied and have
received mercy.”

NUGGET. The first area that we have to think about, and renew our minds,
is … are we, as a living-stone, walking in that degree of HOLINESS (kodesh)?
Or do we still have a degree of profane (chol) within us?

GOD asks us to make choices in life to serve Him. Everything that we do
therefore needs to be measured on GOD’s Scale. Those actions which are in
direct response to a Commandment from GOD will be HOLY … those that are
based on man’s ego, or the world’s systems (although well meaning), will be
profane. How much of what I do is my plan, and how much is GOD’s Plan?
How much of what I do is CLEAN (t’hor)? Or do I still have a degree of
unclean (tamei)?
GOD asks us to walk diligently, making choices (separating and dividing)
between things that look like the tree of knowledge (this world) AND the things
that look like the Tree of LIFE. What life choices have we made that make us
whole and purposeful (t’hor) … and which choices have caused
fragmentation, destruction, and brokenness (tamei) in our families?
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B.

We will see evidence of judgments.

We live in a time when we find a multiplicity of messages. On the one hand
we are told, that as “saved” believers we will be saved/raptured from all major
judgments. On the other, we see almost daily prophecies on the end-time
wars and the collapse of everything as we know it today.
The Feasts are given to us as
examples of something to be
understood. They are described as
a “shadow”. This means that we
cannot, in this world today, see the
“Shadow-maker”. We need to be
studying the imagery of the
shadow to build our revelation and
understanding of the Messiah.
The word for shadow is TZEL and
comes from the root word TZ-(a)L-(a)L, meaning “hovering over”.
We find the concept of GOD
looking after us in:
Isaiah 51:15-16 “15 For I am the Lord your God, Who stirs up the sea so that
its waves roar and Who by rebuke restrains it—the Lord of hosts is His name.
16 And I have put My words in your mouth and have covered you with the
shadow of My hand, that I may fix the [new] heavens as a tabernacle and lay
the foundations of a [new] earth and say to Zion, You are My people.”
Here we see that “GOD covers us with the shadow of His Hand”. We
therefore should be on the lookout for the shadow of heavenly things.
With that as background, lets look at the judgments in a new light – let’s see if
we can see something of the future for us. Everything thing that is therefore
described in the “story” of Pesach (Passover) has a meaning AND a
message. Once again, I want to provide a few examples that highlight how we
could experience judgments. Remember, the judgment of the plagues had a
purpose:
•

To break the hold of the kingdom of this world,

•

To bring salvation to those who follow GOD.

It is important to define what we think is meant by the word “salvation”. It is
most definitely not the common understanding that we are going to float away
to heaven. In most cases, the word is used within the context that GOD has
defeated the enemy of Israel.
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We find examples that state this quite clearly:
1 Samuel 19:4-5 “4 And Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and
said to him, Let not the king sin against his servant David, for he has not
sinned against you, and his deeds have been of good service to you. 5 For
he took his life in his hands and slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a
great deliverance for all Israel; you saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you
sin against innocent blood and kill David without a cause?”
The story of Samson merits
further investigation. In the
physical domain, Samson
fights and defeats the enemy
of Israel. As a son of the Tribe
of DAN, he fulfills the prophecy
in:
Genesis 49:16-18 “16
Dan
shall judge his people as one
of the tribes of Israel. 17 Dan
shall be a serpent by the
way, a horned snake in the
path, that bites at the horse’s
heels, so that his rider falls
backward. 18 I wait for Your
salvation, O Lord.”
Unfortunately, some of the splendor of the victory gets lost because Samson
allows his ego to get in the way of GOD’s Plan.
Samson is a picture of the Messiah. In addition to the chiastic structures in
this passage, we also get “parallel structures” in the Torah – one such
example is found in Judges 13:3-7, where we see the account of Samson’s
parents given the promise that they will have a son – not the parallel “repeat”
structure:
•

3 And the Angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to
her, Behold, you are barren and have no children,
o But you shall become pregnant and bear a son,
§

4 Therefore beware and drink no wine or strong drink
and eat nothing unclean,
• 5 For behold, you shall become pregnant and
bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head,
for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from
birth and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of
the hands of the Philistines.
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•

6 Then the woman went and told her husband, saying, a Man of God
came to me and his face was like the face of the Angel of God, to
be greatly and reverently feared. I did not ask him from where he
came, and he did not tell me his name.
o 7 But he said to me, Behold, you shall become pregnant and
bear a son,
§

And now drink no wine or strong drink and eat
nothing unclean, for,
• The child shall be a Nazirite to God from birth to
the day of his death.

The message spelt out says … just as Samson became a physical
manifestation of this prophecy, by saving his people even though he had to
die, so to we would see another physical manifestation when Y’suha comes
as the savior.

The Promised Son will save Israel through His death!
If we have a clearer understanding of precisely what “deliverance is, we will
also have a better idea as to the reasons why we see/experience judgment’s
and tribulations.
Let’s looks at some examples of these judgments!
•

The ten plagues.

Mankind has a natural ability to adapt to their circumstances. We make the
best of things. We look for the silver lining around the storm cloud. At times
we realize that some of the difficulties/tribulations that we face are a direct
result of an action that we had taken. Other times, we experience the
tribulations that a nation faces in turning its back on GOD.
The Bible tells us that the famine lasted for seven years. We know that the
Israelites are visitors in the land of Egypt. They had a choice to follow their
purpose and destiny (leave Egypt), they could have left and gone back, OR
they could stay.
GOD knows man’s nature. He knows how we are going to think – why make a
change if things are going well? There is always tomorrow ...
We see that Pharaoh had built up a mirror image of GOD’s Plan. Over time
during the famine:
•

All the land was transferred to Pharaoh,

•

All of the livestock was transferred to Pharaoh,
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•

Only the priests have their own house,

•

Everybody pays a tithe of 20%,

The Israelites have become so used to this system, that they willingly became
builders of the pagan temples/cities. It’s only when this work becomes
exceedingly difficult/hard for them that they “cry” out.
Remember, we spoke earlier that GOD built Eve, a person. We see from this
that GOD wants us to be building the spirit-man, to be renewing the soul, and
strengthening the physical body to reflect His Attributes.

The plagues therefore have TWO purposes …
1) They are the means that GOD uses to deal with the kingdom of this
world. Plagues reveal to the occult/world system that a greater, more
powerful Creator of the universe is in control. The plagues become in
this case a judgment of severe consequences for all those who will
oppose GOD’s Rulership.
2) They are also a wake up call, to all believers who have got used to and
no longer question their circumstances, who are busy working for and
in a kingdom that does not reflect GOD’s peace and intimacy.

Cleansing the Temple.
We know that the Temple is a
physical manifestation of the Body
of Messiah. As living-stones we too
are manifestations of the Messiah.
As a group of living-stones we
form a living Tabernacle.
Y’shua (Jesus) is coming to the
end of His time on earth. We see
that He stands looking over
Jerusalem and weeps. He says:
•

If you had known you would have made your peace,

•

Days will come when your enemy will surround you,

•

Days will come when you will be leveled to the ground,

… “because you did not know the time of your visitation” (Luke 19:41-44).
He then immediately went into the Temple and began to drive out those who
bought and sold in it.
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Amanda and I recently visited Jerusalem. We decided to arrange to take part
in the tour that is given right at the Western Wall, where you go underground
and walk along the full length of the outer wall. One of the special moments
on that tour is when you reach the point where you are standing absolutely
straight behind the place where the Holy of Holies was.
Later on, you walk all the way until you reach the end of the Western Wall. At
that point the elevation of the hill has risen to such a degree, that you actually
find yourself standing on the “outer porch/actual street” where the people
did business of selling and buying. Business in itself is not bad. But it seems
that those who had these favoured spots were very much like today, paying
for the privilege – the priests were corrupt and taking part of the ill-gotten
gains.
Luke 19:45-48 “45 Then He went into the temple [enclosure] and began to
drive out those who were selling, 46 Telling them, It is written, My house shall
be a house of prayer; but you have made it a cave of robbers. 47 And He
continued to teach day after day in the temple [porches and courts]. The
chief priests and scribes and the leading men of the people were seeking to
put Him to death, 48 But they did not discover anything they could do, for all
the people hung upon His words and stuck by Him.”
You literally stand at the exact place that Y’shua (Jesus) could have been
when He drove out the people who where making the Temple unclean.
Back to our story … on the morning after the Temple cleansing, we find
another cleansing of a man’s sin. It’s the story of the woman caught in
adultery.
John 8:7-11 “7 However, when they persisted with their question, He raised
Himself up and said, Let him who is without sin among you be the first to
throw a stone at her. 8 Then He bent down and went on writing on the
ground with His finger. 9 They listened to Him, and then they began going
out, conscience-stricken, one by one, from the oldest down to the last one of
them, till Jesus was left alone, with the woman standing there before Him in
the center of the court. 10 When Jesus raised Himself up, He said to her,
Woman, where are your accusers? Has no man condemned you? 11 She
answered, No one, Lord! And Jesus said, I do not condemn you either. Go
on your way and from now on sin no more.”
Here we find many self-righteous people – those who from the outside have
all of the ritual and form of religion. In the act of hypocrisy, they come forward
to judge others as less righteous than themselves. These are those who think
that their deeds/works will make them acceptable before GOD.

NUGGET. We have seen that the Tabernacle represents:
•

The completed work of Messiah on the cross,
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•

As well as the Body of Messiah, being made up of us as living-stones.

We can therefore look at the story of Y’shua (Jesus) driving the buyer/sellers
out of the Temple as a physical sign of something that man does, or else we
can see the spiritual parallel in our actions today … is it a story of those
times? Or is there a relevant message for TODAY?
What are the physical things
that we do that do not align
with GOD’s Word? Do I wear
the tzit-tzit but fail to honour
His Commandments, fail in
honoring/loving others?
When we look at the
adulteress woman, we are
asked to look inside of our
souls, at the places where
man cannot see, to look for
the bitterness, hatred,
selfishness, ambition, and
so forth, hidden away.
Paul tells us to deal with
the old man … we tend to
hope that the old man is
gone forever.
Y’shua (Jesus) shows us something different. He says we are like the Temple
– our bodies are to be a house of prayer. Therefore, our bodies are to be
HOLY/CLEAN. And yet by this very example, Y’shua (Jesus) is telling us that
we tend to allow things of the world, of paganism, of ego, to mix with and
contaminate the Holy Space of GOD. Paul calls these things the leaven of
malice and wickedness!

Judgments are a sign that I must re-align my thinking!
This Pesach/Passover time has to have a time and a process of introspection.
I need to look at everything that I have included into my space, and ask
myself whether this really fits into GOD’s End-Time Plan.
C.

The principle of SEPARATION.

The earth and all that is created, is done so using the principle of division.
GOD takes one thing and separates it into two – for example, the heavens
and the earth, the water above and below.
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In Genesis, another principle is also laid out – namely that every seed will
produce a plant, that produces a harvest, that will contain the seed that looks
exactly like its beginning.
Man is such a seed. We have a choice to decide whether our seed/
descendants will look exactly like the kingdom of heaven or not. We have a
calling to walk, sleep, eat, talk the concepts of the Kingdom of GOD.
This role-model job calls for diligent “tending and keeping” of the garden. Our
separation is not to take us away, but to have us look so completely different
that our light will reflect all of GOD’s Attributes. We tend to look at all of these
examples as a removal from the world – this is not true. The Israelites were
taken out of Egypt BUT put into Canaan. They STAYED in this world – they
were supposed to become the center of attraction, the crown jewel.
Let’s look at a few examples where we see this separation in operation. What
lessons can we take from these? Let’s see if we can understand how to be set
apart, yet within the world!

Exodus from Egypt.
The Israelites (about 600, 000 men from the various Tribes of the sons of
Jacob plus 400, 000 other “Gentile” men from other people groups) who have
chosen to be obedient to GOD’s Commandment to KEEP the Pesach, arrive
at the “reed” sea. This group of people had eaten the lamb … and when GOD
said it was time to leave, they packed up and went.
We tend to think of this as a move from one city to another – it’s much more! It
was a move from one culture/belief system to another. However, the world/
pagan system does not let go very easily …
Firstly, that world always wants to claim you back, and so Pharaoh chases
after us – he brings his army to scare us into going back. Part of our fear is
the Pharaoh behind us, but we are probably more fearful of what lies ahead.
As such, we need fathers who can stand and take courage. There are three
critical lessons to learn here:
•

GOD always sends super-natural protection.

Exodus 14:14, 19 “14 The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your
peace and remain at rest. 19 And the Angel of God Who went before the
host of Israel moved and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went
from before them and stood behind them,”
•

GOD always hinders the enemy from being at full capacity. He causes
their chariots to have their wheels fall off.
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Exodus 14:15 “21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the
Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night and made
the sea dry land; and the waters were divided. 22 And the Israelites went into
the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them
into the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his
horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the Lord through the pillar of fire
and cloud looked down on the host of the Egyptians and discomfited
[them], 25 And bound (clogged, took off) their chariot wheels, making
them drive heavily; and the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel,
for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians!”
•

GOD brings complete deliverance – HE causes the enemy to die.

Exodus 14:26-30 “26 Then the
Lord said to Moses, Stretch out
your hand over the sea, that the
waters may come again upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and
horsemen. 27
So Moses
stretched forth his hand over the
sea, and the sea returned to its
strength and normal flow when
the morning appeared; and the
Egyptians fled into it [being met
by it]; and the Lord overthrew the
Egyptians and shook them off into
the midst of the sea. 28 The
waters returned and covered
the chariots, the horsemen,
and all the host of Pharaoh that
pursued them; not even one of
them remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on
dry ground in the midst of the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left. 30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from
the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the
seashore.”

Taken out of the field/sea.
Y’shua (Jesus), on the road to the final Pesach (Passover), speaks of a
number of related parables. We are going to look at two of these to try to find
a New Testament revelation. These are:
•

Wheat and the tares (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43).

•

Good and bad fish (Matthew 13:47-50).
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Both of these stories have the same message – Y’shua (Jesus) merely uses
two very different contexts to illustrate the principle.
We have the field/sea. These domains speak of the world and its system. We
are all in the field/sea. The use of the imagery of the sea is particularly
important. Fish have the ability to swim anywhere – they are not limited by a
border/boundary. This is very much like the world has become today. We see
that people move across continents to work/holiday.
Then we have the imagery of tares. Tares look exactly like the real plant …
right until its time to harvest. That’s when we find out if there is fruit or not.
We have the understanding that our children are the seed that we should be
concerned about. How closely to the original seed in the Garden of Eden are
they? Have they followed diligently in the path that you have laid out? Most
critically, does this path lead to Messiah?

Passover – a sign of those SET APART.
There will be many who ask, “WHY keep this Feast? Is this not just ritual, after
all it’s the same every time we do it?” And that’s true – it can very possibly be
like that. That will also be when you hear GOD say, “I do not want their
sacrifices! Their hearts are not aligned to me!” This is when you should know
– do not even waste your time.
Yet if you truly follow GOD with all of your heart, then you will want to be
moving closer to the place of intimacy. You will know that GOD’s Word calls us
to be DOERS of His Word. When we SH’MA (hear-listen-do), then we move
closer to GOD.
For this Passover, I have asked you to test only three principles in your life.
o Have you come before GOD to be SANCTIFIED, and to be anointed
with oil? Are you Holy/Clean? Are your motives only to be doing that
which pleases GOD?
o Have you searched your heart, soul, and mind to make sure that there
are no hidden actions plans which could bring the wrath of GOD down
on you?
o Have you clearly defined the boundary stones which set the perimeter
of your covenant relationship with GOD, so that everyone can see that
you are Set Apart, a Royal Priesthood, apart of a Holy Nation?
The rabbis understand the splitting of the Red Sea as follows … each one of
the Israelites witnessed the power of the Kingdom of Heaven when GOD split
the sea so that they could pass.
What are they saying?
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When one witnesses a miracle … one sees GOD’s Kingdom.
Making Passover PRACTICAL.
The Ultimate Passover – when Y’shua fulfills this Feast in being our Passover
Lamb – comes forth a number of times throughout the Gospels. I want to
make use of the version described for us by Luke. What stands out as
something different in all of the plans for the Passover meal? What in the
New Testament adds some colour/flavour which makes this story all the more
interesting?
I have found two elements
that I think are worth an
investigation. They are:
•

The water carrier,

•

And the donkey.

The water carrier.
Luke 22:10-12 “10 He said
to them, Behold, when you
have gone into the city, a
man carrying an earthen
jug or pitcher of water
will meet you; follow him
into the house which he
enters, 11 And say to the
master of the house, The
Teacher asks you, Where
is the guest room, where I may eat the
Passover [meal] with My disciples? 12 And he will show you a large room
upstairs, furnished [with carpets and with couches properly spread]; there
make [your] preparations.”
In today’s world we have a hierarchy of people, occupations, and positions.
The world tells us that some work is “better” than others. A common
misperception about the water carrier comes from the interpretation of the
meaning of the words spoken by Joshua over the Gibeonites. The implication
that they will serve others, has in a sense, also been taken to be lower class.
Far from it. In the olden days, water was not piped into every house. For the
most part, water had to be fetched from a river or a well, and carried home. As
soon as villages became towns and then cities, this job became more of an
issue for a family. Pretty soon individuals saw this as a business opportunity.
A horse/donkey and a barrel became the stock in trade of the water carrier.
Family relied on a regular supply. Therefore, no matter – a frosty winter, or
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baking hot summer – the water carrier will follow their route.	
  You do not carry
water for nothing. Firstly, it’s heavy. And secondly, you need to know that the
client will pay you on delivery.
Y’shua (Jesus), tells His disciples to follow the water carrier … was this a
prophetic act? Or did Y’shua (Jesus) know the owner of the house, and know
which water carrier they used? Could it be that the owner was a follower of
the Messiah and was prepared to be of service, and it is merely the case that
the other disciples did not know him?
It really does not matter much. What is relevant for us is this – all through
Scriptures, water/wells are seen as a symbol of salvation, as a refection of
GOD’s Word. In fact, Y’shua (Jesus) Himself will say, when speaking about
the water used during Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles), that HE is the living
water.
So the prophetic picture that we find is this … the disciples follow the carrier of
“life-giving water” to the house where they will be given Living Water on that
last Passover.

The donkey.
Luke 19:29-34 “29 When He came near Bethphage and Bethany at the
mount called [the Mount of] Olives, He sent two of His disciples, 30 Telling
[them], Go into the village yonder; there, as you go in, you will find a
donkey’s colt tied, on which no man has ever yet sat. Loose it and bring [it
here]. 31 If anybody asks you, Why are you untying [it]? you shall say this:
Because the Lord has need of it. 32 So those who were sent went away and
found it [just] as He had told them. 33 And as they were loosening the colt, its
owners said to them, Why are you untying the colt? 34 And they said, The
Lord has need of it.”
There are remarkable similarities between these two stories. However, it
seems very likely that the knowledge about the donkey and its availability is
far more likely to be prophetic.	
   In the first place, this act fulfills a prophecy set
out for us way back in:
Zechariah 9:9 “9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O
Daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King comes to you; He is
[uncompromisingly] just and having salvation [triumphant and victorious],
patient, meek, lowly, and riding on a donkey, upon a colt, the foal of a
donkey.”
Certainly, enough detail is given, where the donkey will be found, that some
man will ask why is it being taken, and so forth, for this to indicate a prophecy.
Fact is, the Messiah rides into the city, exactly as proclaimed in the prophets.
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What would this mean for us today?
There is an interesting Commandment set out for us in:
Exodus 23:5 “5 If you see the
donkey of one who hates you
lying [helpless] under his load, you
shall refrain from leaving the man
to cope with it alone; you shall
help him to release the animal.”
Although this Commandment
seems to speak only to our
behaviour amongst our
fellowman, it also has a deeper
meaning … it speaks to the innerman, to the spirit-man.
The Hebrew word for donkey is
CH-(a)-M-(o)-R, which can also
mean both “clay and materiality”
– the donkey clearly refers to the
physical man/body.
Your enemy … this can refer to your mind, your soul. Our flesh battles with
the things of GOD. We struggle with the idea of obeying Commandments. We
could even be arguing that these are legalistic works and therefore a heavy
burden for someone who is free!
“You shall surely help alongside of him” … the way that my mind/soul perceive
the yoke of the Covenant is of critical importance. If I chose to nourish and
inspire my spirit … if I elect to study GOD’s Word, to worship and praise Him,
then, I will be helping to carry the load.
Donkeys are noted for their spirit and their attachment to their master:
Isaiah 1:3 “3 The ox [instinctively] knows his owner, and the donkey his
master’s crib, but Israel does not know or recognize Me [as Lord], My people
do not consider or understand.”
Is this the only lesson for us? NO.
It seems that the donkey also reflects the spirit and the seed of the kingdom
that it serves – either it carries the KING of Kings OR it becomes the
trademark of the kingdom of darkness. When compared to, or referring to, the
Ishmael lifestyle, the donkey is used as he is described, as a “wild-ass among
men”.
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A word to fathers.
FATHERS, we are given the
awesome responsibility and
privilege to think about a
legacy in the form of children
and grandchildren. Jacob
shows the totality of the
blessing that we hold in our
hands:
•

The authority and
leadership (in the line
of Judah),

•

AND the fruitfulness
and abundance (in
the line of Joseph).

We can, because of the completed work of Messiah, unite these two blessing
in the lives of our loved ones.
Y’shua (Jesus) teaches about a time when the Bridegroom is away, ands tells
the parable of the old and new wineskins:
Luke 5:35-39 “35 But the days will come when the bridegroom will be
taken from them; and then they will fast in those days. 36 He told them a
proverb also: No one puts a patch from a new garment on an old garment; if
he does, he will both tear the new one, and the patch from the new [one] will
not match the old [garment]. 37 And no one pours new wine into old
wineskins; if he does, the fresh wine will burst the skins and it will be
spilled and the skins will be ruined (destroyed). 38 But new wine must be put
into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine immediately
desires new wine, for he says, The old is good or better.”
It seems that until HE returns, we are going to be trying to put things together
which should be kept apart, and we are going to be placing more emphasis on
one thing than the other. Strangely, Y’shua (Jesus) tells us the old is more
pleasant!

Conclusion.
We have one more story to consider – Y’shua (Jesus) has been condemned
… He is on the way to Calvary.	
   The cross becomes to heavy to bear … a
certain man happens to be there on the way. His name is Simon, of Cyrene.
He gets given the job to carry the cross for the final meters – he becomes the
donkey for the KING OF KINGS.
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Now I know that many will say that Y’shua (Jesus) does everything for us –
and in the spiritual sense that’s true. HOWEVER, Y’shua (Jesus) also asks us
to do something for Him here on earth. He asks us to make this place look like
Heaven.

How do we do this?
We reach out to others, like a
donkey, to help carry the load! If
Y’shua (Jesus) is your Messiah,
then you will reflect His Attributes:
•Have you washed feet?
•Have you fed the masses?
•Have you prayed for the sick?

Have you been a
donkey today?
May YHVH bless you and your
family as you keep the spring
Feasts,

Shalom ... Roly
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