
PURIM

For such a time as THIS!

This is a 
WAKE-UP call!



GOD’s Creative work is PERFECT and will continue forever – from the time of 
Adam and Eve, we chose to follow our own path AWAY from GOD.

Even after He has delivered us from Egypt, crushed all of the gods, we battle 
to stay focused.  It seems that the world has a way of drawing us very quickly 
into its  way of thinking. The opportunity for power, glory, and riches just seems 
to be far too strong to resist.

GOD knew that this would be the case.
A cycle of Feasts are set in place as a set of ALARMS to remind us to return 
to the paths of righteousness.  At each one of these “feasts” we get a chance 
to evaluate our state of affairs – compared to GOD’s Plumb-line – and see if 
we need to re-align our lifestyle.

Although we have this formal structure in place, we can often turn it into a 
legalistic ritual. We then no longer make an effort to reach out to GOD, and so 
the opportunity for a refreshing gets lost as we walk along our merry way.

Every now and then, we stray so far away from GOD’s Covenantal Space, for 
so long, that we land up in a “wilderness” where we experience one or other 
form of tribulation.

The story of Esther is one such example of a people that had continued to 
stray away from GOD’s path … interestingly, the events that transpire leave 
such a mark on the people concerned that they make the call to remember. 

This  feast time is set up by mankind, with the knowledge that we need to 
revisit our motives, values, and actions from time to time, in order to check 
just where we really are. We now recognize that we also need to 
commemorate times of deliverance, to help us keep our focus. One of the 
mitzvoth is to read and hear the story …



Listen carefully!
The story is a very beautiful one – one with a happy ending. 

I have chosen to highlight a couple of questions for us to review, in order that 
we can bring the circumstances into our modern day world.

How are we to apply the Esther story in today’s times and circumstances?

1. You need to identity which king are you serving?!

Obviously, I would like to hear that 
you are walking in obedience to 
GOD’s  Commandments – that 
means that you are serving YHVH. It 
means that you are walking in Truth 
and in Spirit, and that you are 
producing the Fruit of the Spirit.

But, every often, if we are truthful, 
we will recognize that we do not yet 
walk in all of Truth – that our flesh 
sometimes reigns supreme.

The degree to which my flesh rules 
will be revealed in the level of trials 
and tribulations that I face – and will 
give me an idea how far I am away 

from GOD, and under the type of earthly king I now serve … it 
defines the degree of “exile” that I have accepted.

The word is  clear – there are two types of exile that I can be under, two very 
different types of kings!

The question is – do I serve under the:

• LION
o The rod of iron,
o The devourer,
o Pharaoh is an example of this  type of king.  In the last century, 

Hitler was a similar dictator/ruler.

Isaiah 19:4 “4  And I will give over the Egyptians into the hand of a hard and 
cruel master, and a fierce king will rule over them, says the Lord, the Lord of 
hosts.”



• Or the BEAR?

The bear king will be fickle and unstable in his ways, inconsistent in the 
manner that he makes decisions. Although you are under domination in this 
kingdom, you are never really sure where you stand.

Let’s think about Esther’s king.

• He kills his wife for his friends’ sake,
• And then he kills  his friend for his 

wife’s sake!

Clearly this is a bear king! In the physical 
domain, we can see that the bear will 
hibernate (be at peace through a long 
winter), but will hunt the fishes that come up 
to breed relentlessly until he cannot eat 
anymore.

This  is the month of Adar1. In the northern hemisphere, it’s a time when it’s 
cloudy, wintery, dark very early in the day … Y’shua speaks of a time such as 
this, when he says – “pray that this time does not come in the winter”.

The star grouping at this time of the year is Pisces, the symbol of the fishes. 
The fishes also convey another meaning – they readily live amongst/
intermingle with each other. The fish are a symbol for us to understand how 
easy it is to assimilate into another culture.

What does it matter whether I am under the LION or the BEAR?

On one hand, not much, as you are in exile! But, The answer could tell you 
how far you are away from YHVH!

To find that out, we need to turn to a study on the issue of blessings  and 
curses – two sides of the same coin:

Deuteronomy 30:1-2 “AND WHEN all these things have come upon you, the 
blessings and the curses which I have set before you, and you shall call them 
to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, 2  
And shall return to the Lord your God and obey His voice according to all that 
I command you today, you and your children, with all your [mind and] heart 
and with all your being,”

1	  Note,	  the	  Hebrew	  day	  is	  marked	  from	  SUNSET	  to	  the	  following	  SUNSET.	  Therefore,	  
Purim	  begins	  SUNSET	  7	  March,	  and	  ends	  SUNSET	  8	  March,	  2012.



The Scriptures  tell us that, if we depart from HIS Ways, we will find ourselves 
under bondage to other nations. By studying the effect of the blessings and 
the curses in our daily lives, we will determine what our spiritual status is, and 
under which type of kingdom we find ourselves.

The passage continues on to say – “and you shall RETURN and hearken to 
His Voice”.  So there is hope … BUT what must we do?

If we study this portion, we can see that there are two types of curses.

1) Definitive curses.

Deuteronomy 11:17 “17  And the Lord’s anger be kindled against you, and He 
shut up the heavens so that there will be no rain and the land will not yield its 
fruit, and you perish quickly off the good land which the Lord gives you.”

It is clear here that we have departed far from GOD – we are serving a LION 
kingdom, and we will have to serve out our time of bondage … we will have to 
search for a “burning bush and a Red Sea” deliverance … we will have to deal 
with a slave mentality, and enter the battles of spiritual warfare to take back 
the land. We will be facing giants.

2) Curses that are inverted blessings.

In these cases we can see that the source of the blessing remains – however, 
sin has  caused this  blessing to be turned into anguish and pain. A few 
examples are:

• You sow much seed, but gather little.

Deuteronomy 28:38 “38  You shall carry much seed out into the field and shall 
gather little in, for the locust shall consume it.”

• You have sons and daughters, but they go into captivity.

Deuteronomy 28:41 “41  You shall beget sons and daughters but shall not 
enjoy them, for they shall go into captivity.”

• Foreigners rise above you, yet you descend lower.

Deuteronomy 28:44 “44  He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to him; he 
shall be the head, and you shall be the tail.”

This  is an example of a BEAR kingdom. We are living in a land, have been 
assimilated into the people to such an extent that nobody can really tell the 
difference ...



We are no longer set apart, a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation anymore. We 
have some semblance of blessing and freedom, but spiritually, we are dead.

Stop and consider ... YHVH waits ...
Surely it’s worth taking time to fast and do some introspection of your life … 
Why not be true to yourself, after all it will get you everything that you want in 
life, if you chose to wait until GOD opens the door … why don’t you drop your 
mask … and RETURN, to the plan GOD has for you?

2. Are we to drink as each man desires?!

Esther 1:8 “8  And drinking was according to the law; no one was compelled 
to drink, for the king had directed all the officials of his palace to serve only as 
each guest desired.”

The Sages tell us that this 
verse would more appropriately 
be translated as – “drink 
according to the desires of ‘this 
man’ and ‘that man’”.

What would this mean? 

The “this man” is Mordecai, a 
Jew:

Esther 2:5 “5  There was a 
certain Jew in the capital in 
Shushan whose name was 
Mordecai son of Jair, the son 
of Shimei, the son of Kish, a 
Benjamite,”

The “that man” is Haman, an adversary and enemy of Esther:

Esther 7:6 “6  And Esther said, An adversary and an enemy, even this wicked 
Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the king and queen.”

The underlying question here is … why did you accept the invitation? Why did 
you attend on the Shabbat?

Lets think about the use of the strange wording!



This Man That Man

This man – Mordecai – would ask 
you, just as Joshua did, to choose 
LIFE, and to choose NOT to drink 

to excesses, NOT to join in a 
celebration that would enjoy the 
absolute excesses of food, wine, 

music, and/or entertainment.

That man – Haman – would 
encourage you to take part, to have 

a little fun, to enjoy life, to eat, 
drink, and be merry … to walk away 

from YHVH and choose DEATH.

The desires of each of the two men are different. One has your interests at 
heart, the other only wants to see you make the wrong choice in life. Is  this 
not the way it always is? Have fun now, and once you are so far into the world 
system, and can’t easily pull back, the enemy comes in for the final attack.

YHVH waits and hides …
To see what you will chose …

Haman speaks to the king and says  “a certain nation”. Did he only mean that 
they where Jews?  Or was he implying something else? Why would he think 
that it was a good idea to rise up against “GOD’s” people? Inherently, he was 
saying – a certain “sleeping” nation …

• They were negligent in keeping the commandments.
• They where divided amongst themselves.
• Their eyes were closed to the circumstances happening around them 

(what is happening to Israel today … who are her friends … when will 
the attack from the new Persian king come?)

When you are spiritually asleep ... then you are vulnerable to attack.

YHWH waits …
• To see if you will wake up to the signs of the times.
• To see if you, like Esther, will sound the alarm!
• Remember, Amalek is your enemy – never feel totally safe and secure!

YHVH looks to see if you choose to deal with the unclean things, the things 
which waste resources, and instead build your own ego/kingdom – His Call is 
to fast everything which clings to this world.



• Cause and effect.

The Book of Esther starts off with 
these words – “in those days”. 
What happened in those days? If 
we go to the Book of Nehemiah, 
we find the following:

Nehemiah 13:15 “15  In those 
days I  saw in Judah men 
treading winepresses on the 
Sabbath, bringing in sheaves or 
heaps of grain with which they 
loaded donkeys, as well as 
wine, grapes, figs, and all sorts 
of burdens, which they brought 
into Jerusalem on the Sabbath 
day. And I protested and 
warned them on the day they 
sold the produce.”

Sin causes YHVH to bring judgment on His people – we see clearly here that 
the people were no longer “separating” the clean from the unclean.

Ezekiel 44:23 “23  The priests shall teach My people the difference between 
the holy and the common or profane, and cause them to distinguish between 
the unclean and the clean.”

However, He also provides the answer.

Jeremiah 30:17 “17  For I will restore health to you, and I will heal your 
wounds, says the Lord, because they have called you an outcast, saying, This 
is Zion, whom no one seeks after and for whom no one cares!”

YHVH heals  though the punishment metered out. We need to learn that the 
pain and suffering that I sometimes  have to go through, is the medicine that I 
need to gain my healing.

In the case of Esther, this meant that they had to face the anguish of waiting 
for a whole year to see what would happen – they effectively had a 
suspended sword above their heads the whole time.

YHVH waits.



• Have you recognized your sinful state? 
• Have you fasted/prayed?
• Have you returned?

YHVH hides sometimes! In fact He is everywhere, but we don’t always see 
HIM.  If you turn around to look back over your life’s  journey, you will “see” the 
threads of His Presence in all of the hardships.

Remember you are on the stage of life … will your role-model reflect the 
Messiah hidden in you?

How amazing it is to see that the Word contains multiple reference to the 
same principle. We see another example where the Word says – be obedient 
(keep the Shabbat) and we will be princes  that ride on horse and chariot, just 
like Joseph and Mordecai.

Jeremiah 17:24-25 “24  But if you diligently listen to and obey Me, says the 
Lord, and bring in no burden through the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, 
but keep the Sabbath day holy (set apart to the worship of God), to do no 
work on it, 25  Then there will enter through the gates of this city kings and 
princes who will sit upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses
—the kings and their princes, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; and this city will be inhabited and last throughout the ages.”

Jeremiah 22:3-4 “3  Thus says the Lord: Execute justice and righteousness, 
and deliver out of the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. And 
do no wrong; do no violence to the stranger or temporary resident, the 
fatherless, or the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place. 4  For if you 
will indeed obey this word, then will there enter in through the gates of this 
[the king’s] house kings sitting [for David] upon David’s throne, riding in 
chariots and on horses—they and their servants and their people.”

• What is YHVH’s Calling?

In the Song of Songs, we find the following:

Song of Songs 7:11-12  “11  [She said] Come, my beloved! Let us go forth into 
the field, let us lodge in the villages. 12  Let us go out early to the vineyards 
and see whether the vines have budded, whether the grape blossoms have 
opened, and whether the pomegranates are in bloom. There I will give you my 
love.”

YHVH calls – come My Beloved, come out of the world system, out of 
Babylon and paganism.



Arise and go early to the vineyards – into My House of prayer, for you are Set-
apart, a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation.

Caution – we are judged relative 
to the pagans!  I can easily say I 
am not so bad, I am only having a 
bit of fun … the calling to be “set 
apart” is  a higher calling.  It 
demands a degree of integrity – it 
calls for a harvest of pure fruit.

You do not get that purity when 
there is mixed seed in the field!

We do not need the state of joy 
that comes from wine, fine food, 
the lyre and the harp:

Isaiah 5:11-12 “11  Woe unto 
those who rise early in the 
morning, that they may pursue 
strong drink, who tarry late into 
the night till wine inflames them! 

12  They have lyre and harp, tambourine and flute and 
wine at their feasts, but they do not regard the deeds of the Lord, neither do 
they consider the operation of His hands [in mercy and in judgment].”

Aaron did not need the wine to enter the Tabernacle:

Leviticus 10:9 “9  Do not drink wine or strong drink, you or your sons, when 
you go into the Tent of Meeting, lest you die; it shall be a statute forever in all 
your generations.”

Esther found favor in her own right – she did not take the “added” things! She 
did not need the glitter and the gold that makes the world go around – Esther 
found intimacy in PURITY! There was NO mixed seed in her field.

• Was if fair that Vashti lost the crown?

It seems as if Vashti is judged unfairly – certainly the story seems to suggest 
that she was treated unreasonably … what we do know is that GOD’s 
Standard is always just!

YHVH knows!



Esther 1:19 “19  If it pleases the king, let a royal command go forth from him 
and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and Medes, so that it may 
not be changed, that Vashti is to [be divorced and] come no more before King 
Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to another who is better 
than she.”

YHVH chooses!

Esther is  royalty in YHVH’s Eyes. In the same way that the crown is passed 
from Saul to David, so does this crown pass to Esther.

1 Samuel 15:28 “28  And Samuel said to him, The Lord has torn the kingdom 
of Israel from you this day and has given it to a neighbor of yours who is 
better than you.”

In both cases, it was relatively a small offense, but YHVH needs people who 
will trust and obey Him at ALL times. Success and power can cause you to 
loose focus.

• What kind of man was Mordecai?

He was a direct descendent of Rachel, whose family line includes Joseph! 
What are the attributes that he reveals?

ü Justice
ü Kindness
ü Charity



In fact, we find the Torah defines these in:

Isaiah 56:1 “THUS SAYS the Lord: Keep justice, do and use righteousness 
(conformity to the will of God which brings salvation), for My salvation is soon 
to come and My righteousness (My rightness and justice) to be revealed.”

We are all tested!

What was  Mordecai’s  test? Temptation. And we see that the generational 
bloodline of Rachel stands strong:

Joseph Mordecai

Potiphar’s wife tempts him. The king’s servant tempts Mordecai 
to see if he would listen to the king.

Genesis 39:7 “7  Then after a time 
his master’s wife cast her eyes upon 
Joseph, and she said, Lie with me.”

Esther 3:4 “4  Now when they spoke 
to him day after day and he paid no 
attention to them, they told Haman 
to see whether Mordecai’s conduct 
would stand, for he had told them 

that he was a Jew.”

Pharaoh gives Joseph the signet 
ring.

The king gives Mordecai the signet 
ring.

Genesis 41:42 “42  And Pharaoh 
took off his [signet] ring from his 

hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, 
and arrayed him in [official] 

vestments of fine linen and put a 
gold chain about his neck;”

Esther 8:2 “2  And the king took off 
his [signet] ring, which he had taken 

from Haman, and gave it to 
Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai 

over the house of Haman.”

Pharaoh sets Joseph on the chariot 
(Genesis 41:42).

The king gives Mordecai the 
garments and the horse.

Genesis 41:43 “43  He made him to 
ride in the second chariot which he 
had, and [officials] cried before him, 
Bow the knee! And he set him over 

all the land of Egypt.”

Esther 6:9 “9  And let the apparel 
and the horse be delivered to the 

hand of one of the king’s most noble 
princes. Let him array the man 

whom the king delights to honor, and 
conduct him on horseback through 

the open square of the city, and 
proclaim before him, Thus shall it be 

done to the man whom the king 
delights to honor.”



Pharaoh makes Joseph governor.
The king makes Mordecai the 

second in charge over all of the 
land.

Genesis 41:40-41 “40  You shall 
have charge over my house, and all 

my people shall be governed 
according to your word [with 
reverence, submission, and 

obedience]. Only in matters of the 
throne will I be greater than you are. 
41  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, 

See, I have set you over all the land 
of Egypt.”

Esther 10:3 “3  For Mordecai the 
Jew was next to King Ahasuerus 

and great among the Jews, and was 
a favorite with the multitude of his 
brethren, for he sought the welfare 

of his people and spoke peace to his 
whole race.”

Stop and consider ... YHVH waits ...
He looks to see if you will be faithful in difficult circumstances – to see how 
you treat others when you are also battling.  Do you really love your neighbor, 
or is it only when everything is going well in your own life.

What is your request? What are you seeking?

Esther 5:7 “7  And during the 
serving of wine, the king said to 
Esther, What is your petition? It 
shall be granted you. And what is 
your request? Even to the half of 
the kingdom, it shall be performed. 
8  Then Esther said, My petition 
and my request is: If I have 
found favor in the sight of the king 
and if it pleases the king to grant 
my petition and to perform my 
request, let the king and Haman 
come tomorrow to the dinner that 
I shall prepare for them; and I will 
do tomorrow as the king has 
said.”

We all get an opportunity to come 
before the King … the question is 
… what’s on your heart?

A “request” is  the desire to have something. “Seeking” points  to that which you 
ultimately want more than anything else.



Psalm 27:4 “4  One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek, inquire for, 
and [insistently] require: that I  may dwell in the house of the Lord [in His 
presence] all the days of my life, to behold and gaze upon the beauty [the 
sweet attractiveness and the delightful loveliness] of the Lord and to meditate, 
consider, and inquire in His temple.”

David’s request and his seeking was the same thing – to stay in the House of 
GOD always!

Stop and consider ... YHVH waits ...
What is your united prayer request? What do you earnestly seek?

YHVH waits to see if your heart is focused on the kingdom.

Are���������	
��������������������  your���������	
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��������������������  eyes���������	
��������������������  darkened?

Esther 3:5 “5  And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or do 
him reverence, he was very angry.”

Haman’s eyes are filled with fury!

Psalm 69:24 “24  Pour out Your indignation upon them, and let the fierceness 
of Your burning anger catch up with them.”

Eyes that are darkened are filled with wickedness. This tells us something – 
my eyes  can either see and be cast down or angry … OR, my eyes can see 
and rejoice. YHVH gives us equal measure – everyone has the same number 
of eyes, ears, noses … we are all empowered the same. How I see is 
determined by:

• How I guard my eyes from evil.
• How I retain my purity.
• How we use our gifts to build.
• OR, whether I use these gifts to DEFILE!

Isaiah 44:18 “18  They do not know or understand, for their eyes God has let 
become besmeared so that they cannot see, and their minds as well so that 
they cannot understand.”

YHVH waits.



Are you going to reach out to those who have less, are disadvantaged and 
abused?

Are you going to react to the Haman proclamation?

The mirror effect.

Equal justice for equal evil.

Esther 6:4 “4  The king said, 
Who is in the court? Now 
Haman had just come into the 
outer court of the king’s palace 
to ask the k ing to hang 
Mordecai on the gallows he had 
prepared for him.”

Haman came to hang Mordecai 
on the gallows that he made.

Esther 7:10 “10  So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows 
that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then the king’s 
wrath was pacified.”

David tells us that we will fall into our own plan:

Psalm 7:14 “14  Behold, [the wicked man] conceives iniquity and is pregnant 
with mischief and gives birth to lies.”

It’s a Torah principle. Those who plan evil, will be ensnared in their own trap – 
if YHVH’s People remain faithful to the Covenant!

It happened at the time of Egypt – it will happen 
again in the time of the end.

Jeremiah 30:7 “7  Alas! for that day will be great, so that none will be like it; it 
will be the time of Jacob’s [unequaled] trouble, but he will be saved out of it.”

Jacob’s time of trouble – BUT, through it, he will be SAVED!

We are always saved “through” the circumstances.

YHVH waits.
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This  is very real – you just have to keep up with what is  happening right now 
in the Middle East and today’s “Haman” – Iran.

Many people treat the Bible – especially the Old Testament – as a story book. 
Very often, you will hear someone say, “This could not have really happened!” 
In this case, we have a real-life piece of history – in the city of Hamadan in 
Iran, you will find the shrine/tombs of Esther and Mordecai …

• http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/
130362#.T1cXO0rrZFQ 

• http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/esther-s-iranian-tomb-
draws-pilgrims-of-all-religious-stripes-1.153764 

Once again – the Scriptures are proven accurate and TRUE.

Shalom,

Roly

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/130362#.T1cXO0rrZFQ
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/130362#.T1cXO0rrZFQ
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/130362#.T1cXO0rrZFQ
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/130362#.T1cXO0rrZFQ
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/esther-s-iranian-tomb-draws-pilgrims-of-all-religious-stripes-1.153764
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/esther-s-iranian-tomb-draws-pilgrims-of-all-religious-stripes-1.153764
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/esther-s-iranian-tomb-draws-pilgrims-of-all-religious-stripes-1.153764
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/esther-s-iranian-tomb-draws-pilgrims-of-all-religious-stripes-1.153764

