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PREFACE – INTRODUCTION
The Body of Christ is reminded that we need to personally count the Omer in
preparation for our meeting with God at Mount Sinai.
Lev. 23:15a “15 And you shall count from the day after the Sabbath, from
the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, seven Sabbaths;
[seven full weeks] shall they be.”
Ruth makes this choice – “Your God will be my God” stands out over the ages
as a shout of triumph when a soul is redeemed out of the kingdom of
darkness into the Kingdom of Light. Her shout “your people will be my
people” is echoed by Paul many years later when he calls on all believers to
unify in One Body working for the good of the community of Believers.
Eph. 3:5-6 “5 [This mystery] was never disclosed to human beings in past
generations as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles (consecrated
messengers) and prophets by the [Holy] Spirit.
6 [It is this:] that the Gentiles are now to be fellow heirs [with the Jews],
members of the same body and joint partakers [sharing] in the same
divine promise in Christ through [their acceptance of] the glad tidings (the
Gospel).”
The symbol of the unification of the study of the Torah with the prophetic
direction of the Holy Spirit helps us to come under God’s “wings” and stay on
course – the intrinsic message is that our involvement, with all of our hearts,
in spiritual matters will lift our physical body out of the ordinary.
Ruth 2: 12 “12 The Lord recompense you for what you have done, and a full
reward be given you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under Whose wings you
have come to take refuge!”
Ruth came to Bethleham to have a son – Obed – who is part of the ancestry
of David. Mary comes to Bethlehem to have a Son – Yahshua who is a
descendant of the line of David.
The meaning of Bethlehem is the House of
Bread.
This feast, the feast of Shavuot, is celebrated
when we wave two loaves of bread baked
from the new harvest before God.
The Bread contains leaven – as we wave it before God it is redeemed, in the
same way our sins are forgiven by God when we confess and turn to serve
Him.
Gal. 4:6 “6 And because you [really] are [His] sons, God has sent the [Holy]
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba (Father)! Father!”

4

The bread is not made of crushed meal. The ears of barley are taken and are
rubbed together until they form a flour. We, as believers, “rub” one another
so that the best in us can come out.
How do we celebrate Shavuot?
The answer is simple – as the Holy Spirit leads you. The one condition is
that you have to be joyful – God gave us the Torah and the Holy Spirit – we
have everything we need to be successful.
Our joy needs to be magnified. Psalm 81 gives us the reason for these
feelings of happiness:
Ps. 81:1-2, 10 “1 SING ALOUD to God our Strength! Shout for joy to the God
of Jacob!
2 Raise a song, sound the timbrel, the sweet lyre with the harp.
10 I am the Lord your God, Who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.”
a) We are joyful because God elevates us.
It is interesting – it does not say took you out of Egypt.
It says in Hebrew: hama’alcha = “Who raises you up”.
The act of the Israelites coming out of Egypt and you as a believer coming out
of the kingdom of darkness is an act of elevation – God is raising up your
soul.
We also need to see that this verse is in the present tense, i.e. God is
permanently, constantly busy with a work of restitution and restoration.
b) We are called to “open our mouths wide”.
Most people think of food – at Mount Sinai we get spiritual
food – the Torah and the Holy Spirit.
You choose how much you want to eat!! It is you who
decides when to limit God.
Our family was able to go to Jerusalem last year,
2005, during the time of the feast of Shavuot.
During the feast, there is a sense of tangible excitement in the air. Everybody
stays awake for the entire night. During the early hours we study and pray for
God’s direction for the year.
From about 2am people start to move out into the street. The air is warm and
the scent of flowers hang in the air.
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The city is alive with people, lights and noise. Around every corner, down
every street, hundreds of Israelis start to walk, some for many miles towards
the Western Wall. Everyone is talking as they walk, greeting “Shalom”,
everyone moves purposefully up and down the hills towards the Old City.
There is a tangible sense of excitement.
We walk in through the Jaffa gate, but through each one of the other gates
people pour into the city. As we start to go down the narrow road between the
stores the crowd starts to slow down as the column of people start to jam into
the city. As you look down the side streets of the Arab quarters, normally a
hive of selling activity, you see a silent empty street.
As we break through into the open area above the Western Wall you see a
mass of people calling on God for Mercy, for Word and direction and to praise
God for the year ahead.
We pray until the sun starts to rise over the wall. As it does, the prayers turn
into songs of praise and the shofars sound.
The longer you stay – the brighter the day becomes. As we walk back to our
apartment we see young people sitting on the pavement / against shop walls
topple over for a quiet catnap. They just don’t want to go home too quickly.
The rest of the day seems to carry the warmth of God’s blessing.
Moses promises this blessing on Israel as they walk away from Mount Sinai
as this kingdom of Priests:
Deut. 33:1-5 “1 THIS IS the blessing with which
Moses the man of God blessed the Israelites
before his death.
2 He said, The Lord came from Sinai and
beamed upon us from Seir; He flashed forth from
Mount Paran, from among ten thousands of
holy ones, a flaming fire, a law, at His right
hand.
3 Yes, He loves [the tribes] His people; all those
consecrated to Him are in Your hand. They
followed in Your steps; they [accepted Your word
and] received direction from You,
4 When Moses commanded us a law, as a
possession for the assembly of Jacob.
5 [The Lord] was King in Jeshurun (Israel) when
the heads of the people were gathered, all the
tribes of Israel together.”

6

Ruth’s standing in faith and reaching up in Kairos time to get
God’s Blessing of Purpose / Destiny
We are going to study the impact of Ruth’s Kairos moment on the lives /
destiny of her adopted nation.
a) God exists before time
In the creation of this world we see God’s attributes. As reborn individuals we
have no excuse not to reach our purpose.
Rom. 1:20 “20 For ever since the creation of the world His invisible nature
and attributes, that is, His eternal power and divinity, have been made
intelligible and clearly discernible in and through the things that have been
made (His handiworks). So [men] are without excuse [altogether without
any defense or justification],”
God is Everlasting, God is the beginning and the end. It’s only when we see
this aspect of God that we understand eternity.
Rom. 16:26 “26 But is now disclosed and through the prophetic Scriptures is
made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, [to
win them] to obedience to the faith,”
Rev. 1:8 “8 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,
says the Lord God, He Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the
Almighty (the Ruler of all).”
God dwells in Eternity of time. Time is eternal; the reality
is that we live on a portion of eternal time.
Is. 57:15 “15 For thus says the high and lofty One—He
Who inhabits eternity, Whose name is Holy: I dwell in
the high and holy place, but with him also who is of a
thoroughly penitent and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the
thoroughly penitent [bruised with sorrow for sin].”
Gen. 8:22 “22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.”

Eternity
No beginning, no end – never ending
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All things are created by Him and for Him.
Is. 42:5 “5 Thus says God the Lord—He Who created the heavens and
stretched them forth, He Who spread abroad the earth and that which
comes out of it, He Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those
who walk in it:”
Col. 1:15-16 “15 [Now] He is the exact likeness of the unseen God [the
visible representation of the invisible]; He is the Firstborn of all creation.
16 For it was in Him that all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
things seen and things unseen, whether thrones, dominions, rulers, or
authorities; all things were created and exist through Him [by His service,
intervention] and in and for Him.”
b) Man is created with a purpose. All men are created
equal. All men are given equal opportunity to make the
most use of the time allocated to them. However, it’s
only when we are focused on our God-given purpose
that we can utilize the time well.
Gen. 1:27 “27 So God created man in His own
image, in the image and likeness of God He created him;
male and female He created them.”
Prov. 8:22-31 “22 The Lord formed and brought me [Wisdom] forth at the
beginning of His way, before His acts of old.
23 I [Wisdom] was inaugurated and ordained from everlasting, from the
beginning, before ever the earth existed.
24 When there were no deeps, I was brought forth, when there were no
fountains laden with water.
25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills, I was brought forth,
26 While as yet He had not made the land or the fields or the first of the dust
of the earth.
27 When He prepared the heavens, I [Wisdom] was there; when He drew a
circle upon the face of the deep and stretched out the firmament over it,
28 When He made firm the skies above, when He established the fountains of
the deep,
29 When He gave to the sea its limit and His decree that the waters should
not transgress [across the boundaries set by] His command, when He
appointed the foundations of the earth—
30 Then I [Wisdom] was beside Him as a master and director of the work; and
I was daily His delight, rejoicing before Him always,
31 Rejoicing in His inhabited earth and delighting in the sons of men.”
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Man‘s time however has a start date and an end date on this earth.
START
Our impact in this world is determined by:
- the generational family that we came from
- the culture that I am from.
- the time-period in which I live.

FINISH

We can choose to let our past / history
determine our future or else we can
renew our minds and come into
obedience to God’s desires for my life.
There is a promise that there is time for
all things.
Ecc. 3:1-8 “1 TO EVERYTHING there
is a season, and a time for every matter
or purpose under heaven:
2 A time to be born and a time to die, a
time to plant and a time to pluck up what
is planted,
3 A time to kill and a time to heal, a time to break down and a time to build
up,
4 A time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5 A time to cast away stones and a time to gather stones together, a time to
embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
6 A time to get and a time to lose, a time to keep and a time to cast away,
7 A time to rend and a time to sew, a time to keep silence and a time to
speak,
8 A time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.”
We have enough time.
The problem is that we were in the kingdom of darkness for a period of time –
for some of us it is shorter, for others it is longer. We therefore have to use
the remaining time wisely to maximize our value out of every second / minute.
Depending on when and how you gave your heart to God, you will have more
or less time than average to move towards your God-given purpose.
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Redeeming Time:
God calls us to redeem time.
Eph. 5:15-16 “15 Look carefully then how you
walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately,
not as the unwise and witless, but as wise
(sensible, intelligent people),
16 Making the very most of the time [buying up
each opportunity], because the days are evil.”
Col. 4:5 “5 Behave yourselves wisely [living
prudently and with discretion] in your relations with those of the outside world
(the non-Christians), making the very most of the time and seizing (buying
up) the opportunity.”
What does redeeming mean?
- it means that I buy moments others throw away,
- It means I improve / maximize every moment that I get,
to make up for lost time.
I have a good friend in Europe who is a professional tennis coach. He
recently was placed under some pressure to give up his valuable time (and
therefore income) to play tennis with some people that he had hosted. Not
only was he “robbed” financially, but he was also spiritually drained. We had
the chance to share this scripture one night. He told me that God had really
come through for him. A tennis retreat that is on the cards will bring him
financial reward of 300% in only one week. God can help us to redeem time.
Refreshing Time:
We are not to become performance-orientated, to have a Greco-Roman
mindset. The Hebraic mindset is that I will study, pray, listen and do what
God says, when He says it.
You get refreshing time because you have
accepted Yahshua as Saviour.
Acts 3:19 “19 So repent (change your mind
and purpose); turn around and return [to God],
that your sins may be erased (blotted out, wiped
clean), that times of refreshing (of recovering
from the effects of heat, of reviving with fresh air) may come from the
presence of the Lord;”
Times of refreshing will come.
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How do we Search for this Rest / Refreshing?
1. We should be keeping the Shabbat so
that we have time to hear God’s direction.
Ex. 23:12 “12 Six days you shall do your work, but the seventh day you shall
rest and keep Sabbath, that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of
your bondwoman, and the alien, may be refreshed.”
2. We should study the Torah and speak in tongues.
Is. 28:11-12 “11 No, but [the Lord will teach the rebels in a more humiliating
way] by men with stammering lips and another tongue will He speak to this
people [says Isaiah, and teach them His lessons].
12 To these [complaining Jews the Lord] had said, This is the true rest [the
way to true comfort and happiness] that you shall give to the weary, and, This
is the [true] refreshing—yet they would not listen [to His teaching].”
This verse alludes to our comment to
both the Torah / Word and the Holy
Spirit.
- We see “men with stammering lips”
– this alludes to Moses, a man whose
ability to speak clearly was hampered
and yet he became one of the greatest
Torah / Word scholars:





Turning to God
Hearing from God
Restoring with a radiant face
Teaching the people.

- We see “and other tongues” – this alludes to
the baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost / Shavuot.
I need to hold onto (study, obey) the word and
lead the prophetic directives of the Holy Spirit
before God’s rest and refreshing comes – that
feeling of real peace.
Acts 3:19 “19 So repent (change your mind
and purpose); turn around and return [to God],
that your sins may be erased (blotted out, wiped
clean), that times of refreshing (of recovering
from the effects of heat, of reviving with fresh
air) may come from the presence of the Lord;”
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Each one of us has to reach up to God’s time, through Kairos moments, to
discover our purpose and destiny.
GOD’S TIME
Eternity
No beginning, no end – never
ending
KAIROS TIME –
WINDOW OF
HEAVEN OPENS
THE
RULES
CHANGE!

MAN’S TIME
We download our purpose / promise as Abraham did:

HAS
CERTAIN
RULES /
LAWS

Heb. 7:6 “6 But this person who has not their Levitical ancestry received
tithes from Abraham [himself] and blessed him who possessed the
promises [of God].”
Gen. 14:19-20 “19 And he blessed him and said, Blessed (favored with
blessings, made blissful, joyful) be Abram by God Most High, Possessor and
Maker of heaven and earth,
20 And blessed, praised, and glorified be God Most High, Who has given your
foes into your hand! And [Abram] gave him a tenth of all [he had taken].”
When we act on our destiny God / Melchizedek will come to bless us:
- with position
- material possessions
- peace
We need to take these blessings and use it as “seed” to be sown into the
season of our lives so that we impact the community.
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Practical Application of Ruth’s Kairos Moment:
1. Ruth is born into the royal family of a Moabite King. She marries one of
Naomi’s sons. We know that she had to agree to become a proselyte ni
order for the marriage to take place.
2. She spends ten years with this Jewish family. In many ways she does not
have an easy time, and definitely did not experience the blessing of
marriage. She is now a widow with no children.
3. On the way to Israel she makes a very
clear commitment to the God of Israel.
Ruth 1:16-17 “16 And Ruth said, Urge me
not to leave you or to turn back from
following you; for where you go I will go, and
where you lodge I will lodge. Your people
shall be my people and your God my God.
17 Where you die I will die, and there will I
be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more
also, if anything but death parts me from
you.”
When read in conjunction with Acts
3:19, we can declare that she was entitled
to a time of refreshing.
4. We see that she still has to go through
trials and tribulation, poverty and hard work
before she experiences refreshing.
5. Ruth’s Kairos moment when she pushes
through to her legacy:
Ruth 3:3, 5-6 “3 Wash and anoint yourself
therefore, and put on your best clothes and go
down to the threshing floor, but do not make
yourself known to the man until he has finished
eating and drinking.
5 And Ruth said to her, All that you say to me I
will do.
6 So she went down to the threshing floor and
did just as her mother-in-law had told her.”
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4
GOD’S TIME
RUTH

1

2

3
RUTH’S CHRONOS TIME

1.
2.
3.
4.

Ten year fruitless marriage.
Proselyte in Israel without refreshing.
Meeting with Boaz.
Sees that her future son, Obed will be in the lineage of King David and
Yahshua the Messiah.

At the time of the Feast of Shavuot,
Ruth came into the presence of the
Kinsman Redeemer – who holds out his
sceptre.
Ruth 3:11 “11 And now, my daughter,
fear not. I will do for you all you
require, for all my people in the city
know that you are a woman of
strength (worth, bravery, capability).”
PESACH / PASSOVER
Ruth 1:16 “16 And
Ruth said, Urge me not
to leave you or to turn
back from following you;
for where you go I will
go, and where you
lodge I will lodge. Your
people shall be my
people and your God
my God.”
Redemption

SHAVUOT /
PENTECOST
Ruth 3:11 “11 And
now, my daughter, fear
not. I will do for you all
you require, for all my
people in the city
know that you are a
woman of strength
(worth, bravery,
capability).”

YOM KIPPUR

Priesthood

Marriage

Ruth 4:13 “13 So Boaz
took Ruth and she
became his wife. And
he went in to her, and
the Lord caused her to
conceive, and she bore
a son.”
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PART I – IN THE DAYS WHEN JUDGES RULED
The story of Ruth is defined as having taken place by the description of the
state of the nation.
Ruth. 1:1 “In the days when judges ruled there was a famine in the land.”
Clearly therefore this story happens
sometime during the period:
-

-

after Moses had lead his people to
Mount Sinai to receive the Torah / Ten
Commandments.
after the time of Joshua when the
nation had moved into and taken
control of Israel.
BUT

-

Before the crowning of King Saul

The book of Judges which covers this time of
some 350-400 years but does not give any
reference to Ruth.
We do however find a description of the time of Judges which is similar / the
same.
Judg. 17:6 “6 In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what
was right in his own eyes.”
The spiritual principle expanded in 1 Cor. 15:46, namely that God’s pattern on
earth is that the “spiritual” will follow the natural.
We see that there is a famine in the land.
Ruth 1:1 “1 IN THE days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the
land. And a certain man of Bethlehem of Judah went to sojourn in the country
of Moab, he, his wife, and his two sons.”
We need to understand that the physical famine is a result of something. It is
in a sense the spiritual reality of a natural act. What was this event that
causes this famine?
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As we analyze the book of Judges we find the following:
-

-

No long-term leaders – people came to the fore for short periods based
on their personal integrity, but did not have the moral fibre and Torahbase to be able to turn this into a legacy so that the blessing could be
passed down.
No followers – the people exercised the right to do just what they felt
like – this could mean:
o We criticize and query every move made
o We judge the attribute and motives of every man who stood up
for a cause.

We can summarize this time as follows:
Leadership was based on law and public acceptance, where the
charismatic gifts of the man / woman would call people to follow.
Why had the nation of Israel descended into this sorry state?
God’s purpose:
God’s plan for the people of Israel was that they would be a chosen nation, a
Royal Priesthood and that they would be a Light of Salvation for the rest of the
world.
Ex. 19:6 “6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation
[consecrated, set apart to the worship of God]. These are the words you
shall speak to the Israelites.”
Now the people get to Mount Sinai where
they:
- witness God’s Presence.
Ex. 24:9 “9 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab,
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of
Israel went up [the mountainside].”
-

Experience the miracle of God
speaking the Word of the covenant
in such a manner that the people see the overall plan.

Ex. 20:18 “18 Now all the people perceived the thunderings and the
lightnings and the noise of the trumpet and the smoking mountain, and as
[they] looked they trembled with fear and fell back and stood afar off.”
They declare with one voice of unity in spirit whilst at the same time
suppressing the desire for individual glory.
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There is a message of critical importance during the feast of Shavuot. We
accept Yahshua (i.e. paint the Blood on the doorpost of our hearts) at Pesach
/ Passover as individuals. We must be clear that this is a choice each person
makes in faith. At Shavuot / Pentecost we lay down our individuality / selfinterest and make a commitment to live and work for the well-being of the
Body of Christ. Individuality is Greco-Roman thinking; communitymindedness is Hebraic thinking.
Only if we will have this mindset then we will be a kingdom of Priests.
Ex. 19:8 “8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord
has spoken we will do. And Moses reported the words of the people to the
Lord.”
Ex. 24:3 “3 Moses came and told the people all that the Lord had said and all
the ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice, All that the Lord
has spoken we will do.”
God’s Plan for Leadership:
God’s Plan was that the leadership of the nation would be placed in the hands
of a king. In fact He promises this:
Deut. 17:14 “14 When you come to the land which the Lord your God gives
you and you possess it and live there, and then say, We will set a king over us
like all the nations that are about us,”
However, we first have to understand what types of
leadership there are.
We get:
1) The Monarchy – a king who reigns and takes control
of all aspects of political, war, economy, etc.
leadership.
2) The Sanhedrin / Church Board which is at best a number of priests
whose focus is the spiritual well-being but who by virtue of their
position became involved in the political arena.
3) The Democracy of a
Government, of elected people
from within the broader
community whose principle aim
is to follow human values /
standards.
God’s concept of Kingship is
somewhat different. If God promised
a King, why was He and Samuel
unhappy with the people when they
ask for one?

17

1 Sam. 8:7 “7 And the Lord said to Samuel, Hearken to the voice of the
people in all they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have
rejected Me, that I should not be King over them.”
Because God’s promise of a king was conditional on the obedience of the
people.
This verse clearly shows that the promise is conditional on the fact that the
appointment of a king would only arise after they had taken possession of
the land.
Deut. 17:14 “14 When you come to the land which the Lord your God gives
you and you possess it and live there, and then say, We will set a king over
us like all the nations that are about us,”
This never happened!! They started off well, then became tired, compromised
and became content with the blessing of the fruit of the land.
What would the man be like whom God chooses as King at the right time?
Deut. 17:15-20 “15 You shall surely set as king over you him whom the Lord
your God will choose. One from among your brethren you shall set as king
over you; you may not set a foreigner, who is not your brother, over you.
16 But he shall not multiply horses to himself or cause the people to
return to Egypt in order to multiply horses, since the Lord said to you, You
shall never return that way.
17 And he shall not multiply wives to himself, that his [mind and] heart turn
not away; neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.
18 And when he sits on his royal throne, he shall write for himself a copy of
this law in a book, out of what is before the Levitical priests.
19 And he shall keep it with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life,
that he may learn [reverently] to fear the Lord his God, by keeping all the
words of this law and these statutes and doing them,
20 That his [mind and] heart may not be lifted up above his brethren and
that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the
left; so that he may continue long, he and his sons, in his kingdom in Israel.”
Why did God want them to conquer the inhabitants of the land first?
So that the rest of the nation of the world would know that the victory
belonged to God alone. This king would therefore come to the throne in a
time of peace.
This king would be a Torah scholar and judge to ensure that the people
remained committed and focused on their Divine Calling – the king would
merely be God’s tool to reflect His plans, to lead by example.
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God’s Plan for the Bride of Yahshua:
Just as set out in the Old Testament, we are to be a Royal Priesthood, to lead
by example, to impact our community toward a change reflecting God’s plan.
As witnesses to His miracles and His prophetic voice, we should set a higher
standard.
Boaz shows us how!! When a woman sleeps at his feet for the whole night,
he makes haste to redeem her.
The Moral / Spiritual values at the time of Ruth was at an all time low.
The Book of Ruth tells us that Elimelech was of the tribe of Judah.
Ruth. 1:1-2 “1 IN THE days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the
land. And a certain man of Bethlehem of Judah went to sojourn in the
country of Moab, he, his wife, and his two sons.
2 The man’s name was Elimelech and his wife’s name was Naomi and his two
sons were named Mahlon [invalid] and Chilion [pining]; they were Ephrathites
from Bethlehem of Judah. They went to the country of Moab and continued
there.”

a) He Breaks the Commandments
It would appear that he is a descendant of one of
the princes of the tribe, i.e. part of the royalty. We
can deduce from the formulation of his
introduction, i.e. “a certain man…Elimelech” that
he was a man from a family who were:
- leaders
- men of honour
- wealthy
but he chooses at this time to leave. Why? He knew that he would have to
share his wealth / food / etc. with his fellow men during the drought.
Lev. 19:18b “…but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the
Lord.”
We are called to “love our neighbor as ourself”!!
Interestingly, he chooses to go and stay with like-minded people – the
Moabites. They too were stingy and refused to share their provision with
their relatives.
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Deut. 23:4 “4 Because they did not meet you with food and water on the
way when you came forth out of Egypt, and because they hired Balaam son of
Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia against you to curse you.”
b) He is a poor example of Servant Leadership
Not only was the man’s moral fibre questionable but he leads his wife and
sons into the kingdom of darkness. He should have stayed in the land of
Israel, within the covenantal boundary. He should have lead prayers /
intercession until by faith, God would have honoured his prayer and made a
way!
Ruth 1:1 “…certain man of Bethlehem of Judah went to sojourn in the
country of Moab, he, his wife, and his two sons.”
This verse clearly shows that he made the decision and they followed. In
this process they go from bad to worse – from famine to death.
c) He rejects the blessing by Jacob and Moses over the tribe of Judah.
The patriarch speaks life and purpose over the tribe of Judah – leaders
unafraid of any situation, able to make the necessary decision to lead not only
the tribe of Judah but also the other tribes as well.
We find that God promises to help him against every enemy.
Elimelech gives this legacy up for short term wealth and loses all:
Gen. 49:8-12 “8 Judah, you are the one whom your brothers shall praise;
your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons shall
bow down to you.
9 Judah, a lion’s cub! With the prey, my son, you have gone high up [the
mountain]. He stooped down, he crouched like a lion, and like a lioness—who
dares provoke and rouse him?
10 The scepter or leadership shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s
staff from between his feet, until Shiloh [the Messiah, the Peaceful One]
comes to Whom it belongs, and to Him shall be the obedience of the people.
11 Binding His foal to the vine and His donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He
washes His garments in wine and His clothes in the blood of grapes.
12 His eyes are darker and more sparkling than wine, and His teeth whiter
than milk.”
Deut. 33:7 “7 And this he [Moses] said of Judah: Hear, O Lord, the voice of
Judah, and bring him to his people! With his hands he contended for himself;
but may You be a help against his enemies.”
He is promised help from above as a perpetual blessing. He does not call on
his birthright and he voluntarily gives his position of rulership up to live as a
“stranger” in a new land.
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PART II: THE COUNTRY OF MOAB
The principles of Ruth teach us that repentance and restoration to God is
always possible.
We need to understand this within the context of the people of Moab.
Ruth 1:2b “They went to the country of Moab and continued there.”

A. So what were these people, where did they come from and
what did they choose to be?
1. Abraham:
The story starts with Abraham who when called to follow God and go to
Canaan chooses to take along a relative named Lot.
Abraham chooses to be obedient to God. Lot appears to have made the
same commitment.
We have to analyze this over time to see if this was a decision of the mind
or one of the heart.
It appears as if the choice was based or clouded by the blessing that
came from the relationship:
a) First phase:
First Compromise: to move away
from God’s presence. The place
of God’s presence was to be
found wherever Abraham was.
Lot chose land and moved away
towards what appeared to be
material blessing.
Second Compromise: to move
closer to a people whose moral
value system was opposite to that
of God / Abraham, ie. to move to
Sodom.
Third Compromise: to exchange
God’s calling and anointing of a role model father of a servant leader to one
where your family have little faith in your judgment – Lot’s wife chooses to
look back!!
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b) The second phase of the move away from God’s standard / purpose is
when Lot’s daughters sleep with him – the sin of incest / infidelity and creates
the two nations of:
- Moab
- Ammon
Gen. 19:30-38 “30 And Lot went up out of Zoar and dwelt in the mountain,
and his two daughters with him, for he feared to dwell in Zoar; and he lived in
a cave, he and his two daughters.
31 The elder said to the younger, Our father is aging, and there is not a man
on earth to live with us in the customary way.
32 Come, let us make our father drunk with wine, and we will lie with him, so
that we may preserve offspring (our race) through our father.
33 And they made their father drunk with wine that night, and the older went in
and lay with her father; and he was not aware of it when she lay down or
when she arose.
34 Then the next day the firstborn said to the younger, See here, I lay last
night with my father; let us make him drunk with wine tonight also, and then
you go in and lie with him, so that we may preserve offspring (our race)
through our father.
35 And they made their father drunk with wine again that night, and the
younger arose and lay with him; and he was not aware of it when she lay
down or when she arose.
36 Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father.
37 The older bore a son, and named him Moab [of a father]; he is the father of
the Moabites to this day.
38 The younger also bore a son and named him Ben-ammi [son of my
people]; he is the father of the Ammonites to this day.”
The people of Moab still have an ancestral relationship to Abraham, they
have a generational claim to blessing. God recognizes this and gives them
land:
Deut. 2:9 “9 And the Lord said to me, Do not trouble or assault Moab or
contend with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land for a
possession, because I have given Ar to the sons of Lot for a possession.”
We are expected to treat our brethren, even unbelievers with honour and
care. Moab should show grace and hospitality to travellers passing through
their land:
- safe passage
- food
- water
- shelter
The people of Israel (in fact part of the family) are on their way to Canaan.
Moab chose to “miss” the chance to bless God’s people.
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Deut. 23:3-4 “3 An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the
congregation of the Lord; even to their tenth generation their descendants
shall not enter into the assembly of the Lord forever,
4 Because they did not meet you with food and water on the way when
you came forth out of Egypt, and because they hired Balaam son of Beor of
Pethor of Mesopotamia against you to curse you.”
God declares that those who curse the apple of His eye will be cursed.
NB: The responsibility for hospitality is the calling of the men – not the women
– and therefore the curse rests on the male descendants.
c) Third Phase:
The people of Moab continue on the road of destruction by moving to the
worship of idols.
We know that the land given to the Moabites was on the other side of the
Dead Sea.

Israel

Moab

What is clear is that the family are not only separated by water but also by
religion – we see that they worship the idol: Chemosh.
Num. 21:29 “29 Woe to you, Moab! You are undone, O people of [the god]
Chemosh! Moab has given his sons as fugitives and his daughters into
captivity to Sihon king of the Amorites.”
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d) Fourth Phase:
The Moabites’ moral decay is taken to its worst degree when their king
chooses to sacrifice his son in order to appease his gods and defeat the
Israelites.
2 Kings 3:18-27 “18 This is but a light thing in the sight of the Lord. He will
deliver the Moabites also into your hands.
19 You shall smite every fenced city and every choice city, and shall fell every
good tree and stop all wells of water and mar every good piece of land with
stones.
20 In the morning, when the sacrifice was offered, behold, there came water
by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with water.
21 When all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against
them, all who were able to put on armor, young and old, gathered and drew
up at the border.
22 When they rose up early next morning, and the sun shone upon the water,
the Moabites saw the water across from them as red as blood.
23 And they said, This is blood; the kings have surely been fighting and have
slain one another. Now then, Moab, to the spoil!
24 But when they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and smote
the Moabites, so that they fled before them. And they went forward, slaying
the Moabites as they went.
25 They beat down the cities [walls], and on every good piece of land every
man cast a stone, covering it [with stones]. And they stopped all the springs of
water and felled all the good trees, until only the stones [of the walls of Moab’s
capital city] of Kir-hareseth were left standing, and the slingers surrounded
and took it.
26 And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was against him, he took
with him 700 swordsmen to break through to the king of Edom, but they could
not.
27 Then he [Moab’s king] took his eldest son, who was to reign in his
stead, and offered him for a burnt offering on the wall [in full view of the
horrified enemy kings]. And there was great indignation, wrath, and bitterness
against Israel; and they [his allies Judah and Edom] withdrew from [Joram]
and returned to their own land.”
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B. The Moabites’ impact on the Spirituality of the Nation of
Israel.
1. The Moabite’s entice the people to
move away from the Covenantal promises
of God and to:
- commit adultery
- commit idol worship
- take on the false yoke.
Num. 25:1-3 “1 ISRAEL SETTLED down
and remained in Shittim, and the people
began to play the harlot with the
daughters of Moab,
2 Who invited the [Israelites] to the
sacrifices of their gods, and [they] ate
and bowed down to Moab’s gods.
3 So Israel joined himself to [the god] Baal
of Peor. And the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Israel.”
2. King Solomon takes for himself concubines – women from foreign tribes –
e.g. the Moabite – who cause him to allow idol and foreign gods to be
worshipped in Israel.
1 Kings 11:1 “1 BUT KING Solomon [defiantly] loved many foreign women—
the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites,
Sidonians, and Hittites.”
3. The Moabites rise up against the people of Israel on at least two
occasions:
a) Ehud stands up to slay the king of Moab and to lead his people to freedom.
Judges 3:12, 26-27 “12 And the Israelites again did evil in the sight of the
Lord, and the Lord strengthened Eglon king of Moab against Israel because
they had done what was evil in the sight of the Lord.
26 Ehud escaped while they delayed and passed beyond the sculptured
[boundary] stones (images) and escaped to Seirah.
27 When he arrived, he blew a trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim, and the
Israelites went down from the hill country, with him at their head.”
b) King David goes to war with Moab, defeats them and subjects them to
slavery.
2 Sam. 8:2 “2 He defeated Moab, and measured them with a line, making
them lie down on the ground; two lines he measured to be put to death, and
one full line to keep alive. And the Moabites became servants to David,
bringing tribute.”
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2 Sam. 12:31 “31 And he brought forth the people who were there, and put
them to [work with] saws and iron threshing sledges and axes, and made
them labor at the brickkiln. And he did this to all the Ammonite cities. Then
[he] and all the men returned to Jerusalem.”

C. Restoration to the Covenantal Relationship
The Torah / Word is clear that God has plans that all people will have the
opportunity to call on His Name and be saved.
We know that the spark / seed of faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob had been planted “in the field” which is the nation of Moab at its very
inception. Lot had chosen to follow Abraham’s lifestyle.
God says that only He is able to withdraw the purity that is within the
impurity.
Job 14:4 “4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one!”
Jer. 15:19 “19 Therefore thus says the Lord [to Jeremiah]: If you return [and
give up this mistaken tone of distrust and despair], then I will give you again a
settled place of quiet and safety, and you will be My minister; and if you
separate the precious from the vile [cleansing your own heart from
unworthy and unwarranted suspicions concerning God’s faithfulness], you
shall be My mouthpiece. [But do not yield to them.] Let them return to you—
not you to [the people].”
God meets with Ruth, through the lifestyle of Naomi, and causes this flame to
be rekindled once again.
God says that Moab will be His washpot / laver – the one who reflects the
evil of pride and treachery and trickery which is in each one of us.
Ps. 60:6-9 “6 God has spoken in His holiness [in His promises]: I will
rejoice, I will divide and portion out [the land] Shechem and the Valley of
Succoth [west to east].
7 Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also is My helmet (the
defense of My head); Judah is My scepter and My lawgiver.
8 Moab is My washpot [reduced to vilest servitude]; upon Edom I cast My
shoe in triumph; over Philistia I raise the shout of victory.
9 Who will bring me [David] into the strong city [of Petra]? Who will lead me
into Edom?”
Call to make the choice between life or death:
God declares that the time to make a choice is now. That each and ever one
will be faced with the Word / Torah of God directly so that they will not be able
to say “we did not know”.

26

Deut. 30:11-16 “11 For this commandment which I command you this day is
not too difficult for you, nor is it far off.
12 It is not [a secret laid up] in heaven, that you should say, Who shall go up
for us to heaven and bring it to us, that we may hear and do it?
13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, Who shall go over the
sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear and do it?
14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your mind and in
your heart, so that you can do it.
15 See, I have set before you this day life and good, and death and evil.
16 [If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God which] I command
you today, to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His
commandments and His statutes and His ordinances, then you shall live and
multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land into which you go to
possess.”
Ruth sees the majesty and power of the God of Israel and made the choice of
life.
The Blessing of Returning to God:
We all are blessed by God. Family who have generationally served God, see
a generational growth in the legacy.
Those who come from the kingdom of darkness, however, see an immediate
change in their future as soon as they stand within the covenant.
Deut. 30:1-8 “1 AND WHEN all these things have come upon you, the
blessings and the curses which I have set before you, and you shall call them
to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you,
2 And shall return to the Lord your God and obey His voice according to all
that I command you today, you and your children, with all your [mind and]
heart and with all your being,
3 Then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion
upon you and will gather you again from all the nations where He has
scattered you.
4 Even if any of your dispersed are in the uttermost parts of the heavens, from
there the Lord your God will gather you and from there will He bring you.
5 And the Lord your God will bring you into the land which your fathers
possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will do you good and multiply
you above your fathers.
6 And the Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your
descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your [mind and] heart and with
all your being, that you may live.
7 And the Lord your God will put all these curses upon your enemies and
on those who hate you, who persecute you.
8 And you shall return and obey the voice of the Lord and do all His
commandments which I command you today.”
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D. The Curse of Moab become the sign of many perpetual
blessing for the Nation of Israel.
Balak, the king of Moab has a totally different view
of the Israelites than they had of their enemies.
The Israelites saw the enemy as giants and were
afraid. Fear causes them to walk in the desert for
forty years and die without reaching their purpose.
If only they had the spiritual discernment to see
what God saw.
The Moabite saw the Israelites as “covering the
face of the earth”.
Num. 22:5 “5 Sent messengers to Balaam [a
foreteller of events] son of Beor at Pethor, which is by the [Euphrates] River,
even to the land of the children of his people, to say to him, There is a people
come out from Egypt; behold, they cover the face of the earth and they
have settled down and dwell opposite me.”
Num. 23:20 “20 You see, I have received His
command to bless Israel. He has blessed, and I
cannot reverse or qualify it.”
The contrast is strange – they are giants in Canaan,
but the Moabite’s see the Israelites covering the
whole earth.
1. You can’t curse what God has already blessed. We
really have to understand that we carry an anointing to
change / impact the world because we will be
successful.
Num. 23:8 “8 How can I curse those God has not
cursed? Or how can I [violently] denounce those the
Lord has not denounced?”
2. The Israelites / Body of Christ will be a
set-apart nation – they will not be taken up
into the world system. This powerful
statement recognize that the Body of Christ
will be pure, will not be compromising and
will be a visible sign to the nation of
integrity.
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Num. 23:9-10 “9 For from the top of the rocks I see Israel, and from the hills I
behold him. Behold, the people [of Israel] shall dwell alone and shall not be
reckoned and esteemed among the nations.
10 Who can count the dust (the descendants) of Jacob and the number of the
fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous [those who are
upright and in right standing with God], and let my last end be like theirs!”
3. The Israelites / Body of Christ will be a righteous people. Our values
should be above reproach, we should be known as honourable citizens.
Num. 23:21-23 “21 [God] has not beheld iniquity in Jacob [for he is
forgiven], neither has He seen mischief or perverseness in Israel [for the
same reason]. The Lord their God is with Israel, and the shout of praise to
their King is among the people.
22 God brought them forth out of Egypt; they have as it were the strength of a
wild ox.
23 Surely there is no enchantment with or against Jacob, neither is there any
divination with or against Israel. [In due season and even] now it shall be said
of Jacob and of Israel, What has God wrought!”
4. The Israelites / Body of Christ
will be blessed, productive and
victorious.
Num. 24:5-7a “5 How attractive
and considerable are your tents,
O Jacob, and your tabernacles,
O Israel!
6 As valleys are they spread
forth, as gardens by the riverside, as [rare spice] of lignaloes which the Lord
has planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters.
7 [Israel] shall pour water out of his own buckets [have his own sources of
rich blessing and plenty], and his offspring shall dwell by many waters, and
his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted.”
5. The Israelites / Body of Christ will have a
Messiah / Star who will lead them to dominion
and victory.
Num 24:17 “17 I see Him, but not now; I
behold Him, but He is not near. A star (Star)
shall come forth out of Jacob, and a scepter
(Scepter) shall rise out of Israel and shall
crush all the corners of Moab and break down
all the sons of Sheth [Moab’s sons of tumult].”
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PART III – THE LONG ROAD BACK TO GOD
The Book of Ruth is read at Shavuot with a purpose – it contains many
parallels with the Exodus out of Egypt and the arrival at Mount Sinai at the
Feast of Shavuot.
Naomi makes a decision – it’s time to go back to my inheritance.
Ruth 1:6-7 “6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the
country of Moab, for she had heard in Moab how the Lord had visited His
people in giving them food.
7 So she left the place where she was, her two daughters-in-law with her,
and they started on the way back to Judah.”
-

You have to make a decision to return. Ruth 1:6 (she arose)
You have to set your decision into motion. Ruth 1:7 (she left)
You have to have a vision of the bread / inheritance where every step
is valuable. Ruth 1:7 (on the road)

A. First Parallel
We see that Naomi and Ruth return to Bethlehem at
the time of the barley harvest i.e. at the time of
Passover / Pesach.
Ruth 1:22 “22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the
Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her, who returned
from the country of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at
the beginning of barley harvest.”
And the story goes on to cover the period until the end of the
wheat harvest, i.e. the beginning of Yom Kippur.
Ruth 2:23 “23 So she kept close to the maidens of Boaz, gleaning until the
end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she lived with her mother-in-law.”

B. Second Parallel
The Israelites go down to Egypt,
are placed under bondage and live
as slaves until Moses called to lead
his people out.
But it’s not easy to get to Sinai.
-

it’s a call of obedience and
we know that many Israelites
did not go out of Egypt.
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-

We are called to deal with the old man.

-

We have to deal with the spirit of compromise and the worship of idols.

-

We need to guard against the instinct to rebel against the leadership.

-

We need to set up the defence against the spirit of Amalek.

It’s a job to get to Canaan!!
In a similar manner the Moabites who are related through Lot to Abraham, go
down to a spiritual Egypt – idols / immorality / etc.
Ruth chooses to make the journey back, to a relationship with the living God.
But it’s not easy for her to get to her inheritance:
- She needs to deal with the death of her husband.
- She needs to work through the pain of a childless marriage.
- She needs to take a difficult step by step long walk back to Bethlehem
to become a proselyte.
Parallel 3:
You need to count the Omer,
personally. This means that you as an
individual and as a collective group
have to prepare for the purification
process, i.e. you have to count the cost.
Ruth faced Naomi where she is asked
three times to make a final choice:
Ruth 1:9 “9 The Lord grant that you
may find a home and rest, each in the
house of her husband! Then she kissed
them and they wept aloud.”
Ruth 1:10-12 “10 And they said to her,
No, we will return with you to your people.
11 But Naomi said, Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Have
I yet sons in my womb that may become your husbands?
12 Turn back, my daughters, go; for I am too old to have a husband. If I
should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband tonight and should
bear sons,”
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Truth:
1. Orpah had been in a relationship with God for ±10 years and still makes the
choice to go back to:
- her people,
- and her God.
When she walks away from God – the legacy of that son of promises seed
also goes to Orpah’s descendants. Goliath also chooses to come to stand
against God.
2) Ruth chooses God’s path – David is the line of her descendants. He faced
Goliath with five stones and the Holy Spirit and killed the seed of Orpah. He
also lived as God’s anointed in that time.
He left a legacy – three treasures:
- His Psalms of Worship
- His seed – the line of the Messiah.
- His Psalms of Prophecy – he saw the restoration of the office of the
Prophet, Priest and King by Yahshua.
Parallel 4: Tallit
The people of Israel arrive at Mount Sinai, the
place where the relationship and Covenantal
terms are set out by God in what we know
today as:
- the Ten Commandments
- the Tabernacle.
Here we find the people say: “We will do!!”
God comes and issues a commandment,
wear the tallit and the tassels as a sign of remembrance, i.e. to help you focus
and remember the commitment.
They are a Holy Nation:
Ex. 19:6 “6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation
[consecrated, set apart to the worship of God]. These are the words you shall
speak to the Israelites.”
They must recall:
Lev. 23 :15-17 “15 And you shall count from the day after the Sabbath, from
the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, seven Sabbaths;
[seven full weeks] shall they be.
16 Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall
present a cereal offering of new grain to the Lord.
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17 You shall bring from your dwellings two loaves of bread to be waved, made
from two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven, for
firstfruits to the Lord.”
Deut. 4:9-14 “9 Only take heed, and guard your life diligently, lest you forget
the things which your eyes have seen and lest they depart from your [mind
and] heart all the days of your life. Teach them to your children and your
children’s children—
10 Especially how on the day that you stood before the Lord your God in
Horeb, the Lord said to me, Gather the people together to Me and I will
make them hear My words, that they may learn [reverently] to fear Me all the
days they live upon the earth and that they may teach their children.
11 And you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the
mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, with darkness, cloud, and
thick gloom.
12 And the Lord spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the voice
of the words, but saw no form; there was only a voice.
13 And He declared to you His covenant, which He commanded you to
perform, the Ten Commandments, and He wrote them on two tables of stone.
14 And the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you the statutes and
precepts, that you might do them in the land which you are going
over to possess.”
The tassels:
Deut. 22:12 “12 You shall make yourself tassels on the
four corners of your cloak with which you cover yourself.”
Evidence that these garments were worn in those days can
be found on murals and wall reliefs in Egypt.
The blue cord that runs through the tassles is to declare that
each man:
- is unique
- is holy
- is a priest.
The Hebrew word for tzitzit has been translated in Greek
as “Kraspidon” which when translated in English comes
through as “the hem of the garment”.
The correct meaning is:
“extremity of a thing, edge, skirt, margin, fringe of a
garment, appendage hanging down, from the edge of a
mantel or cloak, made of twisted wool, a tassel or
tuft.”
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Deut. 22:12 “12 You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of your
cloak with which you cover yourself.”
We see that there are four tassels which are found on the four corners of a
garment. You would wear this at all times. Specifically outside times of
normal prayer to remind you not to stray from your commitment to God.
The tallit represents the totality of the Torah – there are ten knots on the
tassels.
The tallit reminds us that we are a
called-out people.

CLOUD OF GLORY

Tallit –
representation
of the Torah

The tallit / tzitzit is a visible signpost of pure living, a means to stir and
challenge the mind, a way to ensure that I renew my mind.
Impact of Yahshua the Messiah:
Yahshua comes to challenge us again to be a Kingdom of priests, a holy
nation – determined to impact the world.

Tallit –
external sign
Holy Spirit –
internal sign

Luke 24:49 “49 And behold, I will send forth upon you what My Father has
promised; but remain in the city [Jerusalem] until you are clothed with power
from on high.”
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The Holy Spirit and the tallit therefore represent the
same “thing” – a signpost/ a way to challenge us to a
pure lifestyle.
Parallel with Ruth:
Boaz is the Kinsman Redeemer in this story. Ruth came to lie
at his feet, when he finds her
there, he says:
Ruth 3:9 “9 And he said, Who are you? And
she answered, I am Ruth your maidservant.
Spread your wing [of protection] over your
maidservant, for you are a next of kin.”
What is she saying? The tassel is a sign of his status and covering, as he
covers her in the physical symbolizing his:
- protection,
- care;
he also declares that he is covering her spiritually.
Boaz in fact declares God’s covering, i.e. wings.
Ruth 2:12 “12 The Lord recompense you for what you have done, and a full
reward be given you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under Whose wings you
have come to take refuge!”
B. The road back to God’s blessing demands that we become people of
integrity, of high ethical standards.
As we study the Book of Ruth, we get a chance to see the choices, the
diligence and the ethical standard demonstrated in day to day living by a
number of people.
In a sense, we get an image of Bethlehem at this time as a place where:
- men and women can work in peace
- customs are highly valued (all the woman came to greet Naomi and
Ruth)
- family relationship are important
- people gather spontaneously to reflect the religious practices of a small
village to the word.
1. Naomi
Naomi was a woman of substance – she was the wife of an important man
from Bethlehem – they were wealthy and would have owned land as a part of
their tribal inheritance.
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Num. 36:2,7,9 “2 They said, The Lord commanded [you] my lord to give the
land for inheritance by lot to the Israelites; and my lord was commanded by
the Lord to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to his daughters.
7 So shall no inheritance of the Israelites be transferred from tribe to tribe, for
every one of the Israelites shall cling to the
inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.
9 So shall no inheritance be transferred from one
tribe to another, but each of the tribes of the
Israelites shall cling to its own inheritance.”
Naomi has suffered over the past ten years:
- She sees the effect of wrong choices.
- She experiences hurt and rejection (her
husband and sons are dead and she is a
stranger in the land of Moab).
- She is living in poverty.
a) A Godly lifestyle
However, we must deduce that Naomi reflects a
lifestyle of honesty, good works, integrity, prayers,
etc. irrespective of her circumstances, so that her
relationship to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were fully revealed to
Ruth. Her commitment to God, notwithstanding her complaints, made Ruth
decide that it was worth her while to hold onto her new faith.
b) A believer who is prepared to disciple other new believers.
She teaches Naomi to love the God of Israel. During the ten years of being a
mother-in-law she imparts a love for the Torah / Word and for an ethical
lifestyle. She takes time to instruct Ruth on the ethical way of life.
Boaz tells her to draw water from the young men BUT to stay close to the
woman.
Ruth 2:8-9 “8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, Listen, my daughter, do not go to
glean in another field or leave this one, but stay here close by my maidens.
9 Watch which field they reap, and follow them. Have I not charged the young
men not to molest you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink
what the young men have drawn.”
When Ruth retells this story to Naomi, she only mentions the young men.
Ruth 2: 21 “21 And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said to me also, Stay close
to my young men until they have harvested my entire crop.”
Naomi’s wisdom is clear – stay with the women so that you don’t meet any
other people who could cause harm to your reputation.
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Ruth 2: 22 “22 And Naomi said to Ruth, It is good, my daughter, for you to go
out with his maidens, lest in any other field you be molested.”
Ruth becomes a disciple:
Ruth 2: 23 “23 So she kept close to the maidens of Boaz, gleaning until the
end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she lived with her mother-in-law.”

2. The Overseer
This man, who is unnamed, had a very difficult job to do. He had to:
- oversee the work of 42 people
- make sure the harvest is completed on time.
- protect the harvest, i.e. to exercise good stewardship.
And yet he had time to observe and see the good qualities of Ruth and to
give a good report of her – even though he hardly knew her.
Ruth 2:6-7 “6 And the servant set over the reapers answered, She is the
Moabitish girl who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab.
7 And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among
the sheaves. So she came and has continued from early morning until
now, except when she rested a little in the house.”

3. Ruth
Ruth, a Moabite, someone exposed to immorality, pagan rites, idol worship
makes a choice to serve the God of Israel, because of this decision she is
attained equality with Naomi.
Ruth 1:19 “19 So they both went on until they came to Bethlehem. And
when they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred about them, and
said, Is this Naomi?”
Having made the choice, she reflects this decision in the way she goes about
her daily business.
1. She honours Naomi.
Naomi stays at home and Ruth goes out to
glean from the fields – she spares her
mother-in-law the shame and the hurt of
having to beg. She takes dominion over the
area of responsibility given to her.
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Ruth 2:2 “2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me go to the field
and glean among the ears of grain after him in whose sight I shall find favor.
Naomi said to her, Go, my daughter.”
2. She works with integrity.
She works hard, does not take any
opportunity to rest.
Ruth 2:7 “7 And she said, I pray you, let
me glean and gather after the reapers
among the sheaves. So she came and
has continued from early morning until
now, except when she rested a little in the
house.”
3. She is courteous / modest with the
Overseer
She comes to ask permission, i.e. she recognizes the authority of the man
and submits to his direction.
Ruth 2:7a “7 And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the
reapers among the sheaves...”
4. She is grateful / humble, she honours her elders.
When she is blessed by Boaz, she takes time to thank him and to give value
to the gift.
Ruth 2:10, 13 “10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and
said to him, Why have I found favor in your eyes that you should notice me,
when I am a foreigner?
13 Then she said, Let me find favor in your sight, my lord. For you have
comforted me and have spoken to the heart of your maidservant, though I am
not as one of your maidservants.”

4. Boaz
Boaz is described as the kinsman Redeemer. A study of his way of life,
ethics, etc reveals to us the picture of a father. A father is someone who
identifies the talents and plans of God in one of his sons / daughters and then
does everything in his power to ensure that they achieve this goal.
Boaz was a man of character:
- wealth
- looked after the poor
- could have been a judge
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he is definitely a leader in the community – he could get some elders
from the city together to judge a case.
He would be a Jew, he was observant \9we see this in his application
of God’s principles).
He would wear a tallit.

1. A Fair Ruler
Boaz has a relationship of trust and good rapport with
his workers. His very greeting to them reveals how
highly he values them.
Ruth 2:4 “4 And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem
and said to the reapers, The Lord be with you! And
they answered him, The Lord bless you!”
We can clearly see that he has impacted the business
world / workplace with Godly values.
2. A Good judge of Character
Boaz sees something in the nature of Ruth:
- how she works diligently,
- how she protects Naomi
and so tells her: “abide here fast / stay here / or cleave”.
3. He gives the Father’s blessing:
Every son / daughter longs for their father to express God’s will / love /
purpose in the form of a blessing. Boaz recognizes that she would find refuge
under God’s wings – symbolically indicating that Ruth would be covered by
the tassels of the tallit.
Ruth 1:12 “Turn back, my daughters, go; for I am too old to have a husband.
If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband tonight and
should bear sons.”
4. He recognizes her calling to Royalty
Boaz uses the words “Come hither” to call Ruth for food – the same sign for
the calling gout of the royal line.
Ruth 2:14 “14 And at mealtime Boaz said to her, Come here and eat of the
bread and dip your morsel in the sour wine [mixed with oil]. And she sat
beside the reapers; and he passed her some parched grain, and she ate until
she was satisfied and she had some left [for Naomi].”
2 Sam. 7:5, 14, 18 “5 Go and tell My servant David, Thus says the Lord:
Shall you build Me a house in which to dwell?
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14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. When he commits iniquity, I
will chasten him with the rod of men and with the stripes of the sons of men.
18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and said, Who am I, O
Lord God, and what is my house, that You have brought me this far?”
5. He is a Godly man
Boaz follows the precepts and the commandments of the God of Israel. We
know that this is the time of the barley harvest.
Lev. 23:22 “22 And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not
wholly reap the corners of your field, neither shall you gather the gleanings of
your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger. I am the Lord
your God.”
We see here that a part of the celebration of the feast of Shavuot / Pentecost
was that a righteous man should leave a corner of his field of harvest for the
poor.
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PART IV: FACE TO FACE
Ruth 2:10 “10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said to
him, Why have I found favor in your eyes that you should notice me, when I
am a foreigner?”
The torah / Word is filled with examples of how people’s lives are CHANGED
forever after a face to face encounter with God.
We have already seen the parallels between the period of the “Counting of
Omer / Shavuot” and the story of Ruth. What I want to highlight here is the
impact of this face to face situation.
1.

MOSES

Moses leads his people to Mt Sinai. He
spends time alone with God on the
mountain and returns with the sign of the
covenant – the Torah on the two tablets of
stone (Ex 32:15).
Moses returns with a “radiant face”. The
radiance has to do with Moses’ exposure to
the “Goodness” of God. This goodness is
reflected in the commandment and a
Covenant that are a mirror “image” of God’s
spirit world. Moses comes down from a
Kairos moment and can see the fulfilment of
the earthly tabernacle by the Blood of the
Lamb – Yahshua.
Ex 34:35 “35 The Israelites saw the face of Moses, how the skin of it shone;
and Moses put the veil on his face again until he went in to speak with God.”
He carries the Ten Commandments – what later became erroneously known
as the law.
Ex 32:16 “16 The tables were the work of God; the writing was the writing of
God, graven upon the tables.”
The word “written” should be translated as “incised” – Hebrew = Harut.
This word means, there was “freedom” on the tablets – but nobody is free
unless he willingly bows down to and studies the torah. The study of the
understanding of God’s purposes and the obedience to that Word is found
manifest in the statute “the truth will make you free.”
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2.

RUTH

Ruth came to a place where she stood face
to face with Naomi – God’s representation
on earth. She made a choice – I WILL GO.
“Where you go I will go” = I have the same
motive as your desire for Israel.
“Where you stay I will stay” = I am prepared
to stay with no luxury, only making sure that
the mezuzah is on the door. i.e. the Word of
God will be reflected in my life.
“Your people” = I will never forsake the
Torah; never forsake the One God, I will
keep His commandments.
“Your God” = I say “no” to idolatry.
“Where you die” = I will be upright / righteous; I have counted the cost.
Ruth 1: 16-19 “16 And Ruth said, Urge me not to leave you or to turn back
from following you; for where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will
lodge. Your people shall be my people and your God my God.
17 Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me,
and more also, if anything but death parts me from you.
18 When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she said no
more.
19 So they both went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they
arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred about them, and said, Is this
Naomi?”
“They both went on” as equals alone.
Later Naomi recognizes that Ruth has stepped into her legacy – her
generational blessing, i.e. she has moved from a new born believer to
someone who is experiencing the victorious life on earth.
Naomi asks Ruth, where did you get the harvest? What happened?
Ruth 2:16-19 “16 And let fall some handfuls for her on purpose and let them
lie there for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.
17 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had
gleaned. It was about an ephah of barley.
18 And she took it up and went into the town; she showed her mother-in-law
what she had gleaned, and she also brought forth and gave her the food she
had reserved after she was satisfied.
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19 And her mother-in-law said to her, Where have you gleaned today?
Where did you work? Blessed be the man who noticed you. So [Ruth] told
[her], The name of him with whom I worked today is Boaz.”
She first asks, where did you glean?
Naomi is asking, how is it that you have been
blessed so much of the leftovers? Do you
recognize the flow of God’s power? She was
entitled to a 1% harvest. She has got much more!
She secondly asks, where did you work?
Naomi is telling Ruth that she will go on to greater
things as long as she understands that she must
stay within the covenantal boundary, i.e. in the
right field – her reward – a generational blessing.

3.

RUTH AND BOAZ

Ruth meets Boaz face to face. He sees in her the commitment to the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. This divine connection results in two blessings.
3.1

Boaz accepts responsibility for her spiritual covering.

3.2

He tells her, glean from my field and do not go to any other field; in
the physical realm for food and sustenance; in the spiritual realm
he tells her, do not bow down again to any other gods.

Ruth 2:8 “8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, Listen, my daughter, do not go to glean
in another field or leave this one, but stay here close by my maidens.”

4.

BRIDE OF CHRIST AND JESHUA

The New Testament tells us that when we meet Jeshua face to face and open
our hearts to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, i.e. when the tallit of the torah and
the power of the Holy Spirit are united and manifest in our lives we will
produce the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, etc.
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PART V: GOD’S GLORY / YOUR LEGACY
Many come to know Yahshua as their personal saviour.
In just the same way the people of Israel met with God at
Mt Sinai. However we walk away and often fail to
represent God to the rest of the world by our role as
PRIESTS / A HOLY NATION.
We don’t always understand that this new lifestyle is a
commandment and not an option or a nice to have.
I have already highlighted the call to WEAR the tallit /
Torah (Num 15:38-40 & Deut 22:12). The New
Testament calls us to be FILLED with the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:1-4). The modern day equavalent of this would
be the arm bands worn by many – WWJD.
THE PURPOSE OF THIS COMMANDMENT: So that
you and I remember!!
Remembrance is:
A manifestation of my faith.
A sign of dependance on God’s lovingkindness and grace.
An act of praise and worship.
Most importantly: It’s NOT legalism.
How do I show the community that I carry this mark?
I love God with all of my heart.
I love my neighbours.
I am prepared to be and act in such a way that I am identified as
distinct in my conduct and appearance.
[You can’t be a submarine Believer!]
God’s glory and legacy will be revealed in the
following ways:
My tallit / Holy Spirit covering must produce visible
evidence of:
equality
authority
transformation.
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MY TALLIT / HOLY SPIRIT COVERING OF TRANSFORMATION
The overarching message of Ruth is one of REDEMPTION AND HOPE. God
proves us that we are all equal.
“Hear oh Israel, the Lord your God is ONE.”
All people from all nations are equal in God’s eyes.
The process to this equality – oneness with God –
is:
1.
To remember (Deut 4:9-10).
2.
To tie my life with God.
We have earlier reflected on the tallit / tassels as a reflection of the Torah /
Word and the power of the Holy Spirit.
We are taught that if we WAIT we will not be ashamed and we will renew our
strength
Ps 25:1-3 “1 UNTO YOU, O Lord, do I bring my life.
2 O my God, I trust, lean on, rely on, and am confident in You. Let me not be
put to shame or [my hope in You] be disappointed; let not my enemies
triumph over me.
3 Yes, let none who trust and wait hopefully and look for You be put to
shame or be disappointed; let them be ashamed who forsake the right or deal
treacherously without cause.”
Is 40:31 “31 But those who wait for the Lord [who expect, look for, and
hope in Him] shall change and renew their strength and power; they shall lift
their wings and mount up [close to God] as eagles [mount up to the sun];
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint or become tired.”
The transformation is presented in the torah as a change from a covering of
sin to a sign of blessing.
Adam
Clothing is a covering for
sin.

Mt Sinai
Tallit now becomes a
reminder that life is a
choice.

Hebrew word for garment
is “beged”, which means
to be faithless of to rebel.
God gave the skin of a
lamb as a covering for sin
and death.

Life or blessing.
Death – curses.

Yahshua
Holy Spirit now
becomes the inward
sign that life is a
choice.
Life or blessing.
Death – curses.

God converts the
covering into a reminder
that life is a choice.

Fruit of the Spirit is
the sign that I have
made this choice.
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RUTH AND NAOMI REVEAL THE CYCLE OF REDEMPTION
AND BLESSING:
Naomi: full
– husband,
family,
wealth
Full
Obed the
ancestor
of David

Naomi:
empty –
widowed,
childless,
t
Return /
Redemption

Harvest:
a) Basket of
grain (torah)
b) Fruit of the
Spirit (Holy
Spirit)

Ruth marriage

The word “wait” in Hebrew is “qavah” and
means to:
twist, bind in a rope
to hope.
The Hebrew word “Kanaph” can mean
wings
the corner or the edge.
We can therefore say that those who want to
mount up on eagles’ wings with God need
to:
twist
bind
tie
their lives together with God as if in a rope.
We can therefore see that the physical manifestation of the tassel has a
powerful imagery with the spiritual realm. As we tie our hearts to the Torah
and Holy Spirit so we will be lifted up on the
“wings” of God’s eagle.
Further more, this image of dwelling under
the “wings” takes us to the Holy of Holies.
The mercy seat, ark of the covenant and the
tablets are UNDER the “wings” of the
CHERUBIM.
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Ps 91 “1 HE WHO dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall remain
stable and fixed under the shadow of the Almighty [Whose power no foe can
withstand].”
Ps 57:1 “1 BE MERCIFUL and gracious to me, O God, be merciful and
gracious to me, for my soul takes refuge and finds shelter and confidence in
You; yes, in the shadow of Your wings will I take refuge and be confident
until calamities and destructive storms are passed.”
Ps 36:7-9 “7 How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! The children of
men take refuge and put their trust under the shadow of Your wings.
8 They relish and feast on the abundance of Your house; and You cause
them to drink of the stream of Your pleasures.
9 For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light do we see light.”
We can now see that intimacy with God can be a physical “place” under the
tallit with God or a place in God’s Presence.
Rom 5:1 “1 THEREFORE, SINCE we are justified (acquitted, declared
righteous, and given a right standing with God) through faith, let us [grasp the
fact that we] have [the peace of reconciliation to hold and to enjoy] peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).”
Romans 7:4 “4 Likewise, my brethren, you have undergone death as to the
Law through the [crucified] body of Christ, so that now you may belong to
Another, to Him Who was raised from the dead in order that we may bear fruit
for God.”
Romans 8:1-7 “1 THEREFORE, [there is] now no condemnation (no
adjudging guilty of wrong) for those who are in Christ Jesus, who live [and]
walk not after the dictates of the flesh, but after the dictates of the Spirit.
2 For the law of the Spirit of life [which is] in Christ Jesus [the law of our new
being] has freed me from the law of sin and of death.
3 For God has done what the Law could not do, [its power] being weakened
by the flesh [the entire nature of man without the Holy Spirit]. Sending His own
Son in the guise of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, [God] condemned
sin in the flesh [subdued, overcame, deprived it of its power over all who
accept that sacrifice],
4 So that the righteous and just requirement of the Law might be fully
met in us who live and move not in the ways of the flesh but in the ways of
the Spirit [our lives governed not by the standards and according to the
dictates of the flesh, but controlled by the Holy Spirit].
5 For those who are according to the flesh and are controlled by its unholy
desires set their minds on and pursue those things which gratify the flesh, but
those who are according to the Spirit and are controlled by the desires
of the Spirit set their minds on and seek those things which gratify the
[Holy] Spirit.
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6 Now the mind of the flesh [which is sense and reason without the Holy
Spirit] is death [death that comprises all the miseries arising from sin, both
here and hereafter]. But the mind of the [Holy] Spirit is life and [soul] peace
[both now and forever].
7 [That is] because the mind of the flesh [with its carnal thoughts and
purposes] is hostile to God, for it does not submit itself to God’s Law; indeed it
cannot.”

MY TALLIT / HOLY SPIRIT COVERING OF EQUALITY
We have an obligation – to on a daily basis come to declare that we recognize
ONLY ONE GOD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and that all men are
equal.
“Hear oh Israel, the Lord your God is ONE” (Deut 6:4).
Nowhere is this more clearly on display than when we
carry the mark of the tallit / Holy Spirit. We are to be a
kingdom of priests.
Deut 7: 6-7 “6 For you are a holy and set-apart
people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has
chosen you to be a special people to Himself out of
all the peoples on the face of the earth.
7 The Lord did not set His love upon you and choose
you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were
the fewest of all people.”
We read this, say it out loud, even proclaim it as a banner over the Bride of
Christ, and yet we live by a different “church” model. We have a team of full
time workers / pastors, etc. whom we equate as the priests or levites and
consider the balance of the body as the “people”.
God’s use of the tallit was with a purpose:
all men would wear it
by its design all men would be equal
all men would be priests.
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit changes this to one where all men and
women are priests in God’s separate holy nation.
TZITZIT / TASSELS
The people needed to look at the tzitzit – to see it and feel it and know that
the covenant was close to them.
The tzitzit consist of:
7 white strands – reflecting the purity and perfection of ourselves
after we have been washed by the Blood of the Lamb.
48

-

1 blue strand – coloured by a very
expensive dye called “tekhelet”.
This thread is called the “shamash”
or SERVANT thread.

The tribe of Zebulon was involved in the
manufacturing of this dye, the sea shell is so
rare and the amount of dye so small that its rarity / scarcity caused the dye to
be extremely costly. So really only the wealthy can afford to
have robes with this colour.
This blue, however, is the colour chosen by God to reflect some
aspect of His Throne: “a colour like the saphire stone”.
Ex 24:10 “10 And they saw the God of Israel [that is, a
convincing manifestation of His presence], and under His feet it
was like pavement of bright sapphire stone, like the very
heavens in clearness.”
God uses it to:
make the curtain of the tabernacle (Ex
26:1).
Make the veil of the ark (Ex 26:31).
Make the head dressing and girdle of
the priest (Ex 28:37; 39:29).
God chooses that even a common man should
wear this colour in the tzitzit to show that:
He is of a line of nobility, i.e. he is a
prince of God.
He is part of the nation of priests, i.e.
part of the corporate identity of Israel.
He is priest of his home and family.
Equality means that people from every tribe and nation will be part of the
Bride of Christ.
Rom 9: 23-26 “23 And [what if] He thus purposes to make known and show
the wealth of His glory in [dealing with] the vessels (objects) of His mercy
which He has prepared beforehand for glory,
24 Even including ourselves whom He has called, not only from among
the Jews but also from among the Gentiles.
25 Just as He says in Hosea, Those who were not My people I will call My
people, and her who was not beloved [I will call] My beloved.
26 And it shall be that in the very place where it was said to them, You are
not My people, they shall be called sons of the living God.”
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EQUALITY IN BIBLE
We find this in the book of Ruth where the nation of Israel congregate
together and by public proclamation and by the institution of a blessing
declare that Ruth is grafted into this olive tree.
Rom 11: 17-18 “17 But if some of the branches were broken off, while you, a
wild olive shoot, were grafted in among them to share the richness [of the root
and sap] of the olive tree,
18 Do not boast over the branches and pride yourself at their expense. If you
do boast and feel superior, remember it is not you that support the root,
but the root [that supports] you.”
Ruth 4:11 “11 And all the people at the gate and the elders said, We are
witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your house
like Rachel and Leah, the two who built the household of Israel. May you do
worthily and get wealth (power) in Ephratah and be famous in Bethlehem.”
We see ample evidence of this principle – the people recognize and accept
that Rachel, Leah and Ruth came from non-Believing
households, but are now ONE WITH them.
This equality finds its ultimate acceptance and blessing
from God when we see that Ruth’s son, Obed, is part of
the lineage of David.
Ruth 4: 21-22 “21 Salmon of Boaz, Boaz of Obed,
22 Obed of Jesse, and Jesse of David [the ancestor of
Jesus Christ].”

EQUALITY BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN
Importantly, Boaz sets an example that the men and
fathers of the nation have to recognize Godly women,
proclaim their destiny and bless them.
Ruth 2: 8-9, 12 “8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, Listen, my daughter, do not go to
glean in another field or leave this one, but stay here close by my maidens.
9 Watch which field they reap, and follow them. Have I not charged the young
men not to molest you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink
what the young men have drawn.
12 The Lord recompense you for what you have done, and a full reward
be given you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under Whose wings you
have come to take refuge!”
Not only does he make a declaration in words but he also performs a physical
act of prophetic value on her “royalty”. He serves her with a symbol of the
“elements”, the “bread and the wine”, just as Yahshua would do years later.
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Ruth 2:14a “14 And at mealtime Boaz said to her, Come here and eat of the
bread and dip your morsel in the sour wine [mixed with oil]…”

MY TALLIT / HOLY SPIRIT COVERING OF AUTHORITY
God clearly shows with his manifest presence at Mt Sinai that He will appear
with:
a cloud of glory.
lightning or fire.
We have shown earlier that the:
tallit represents our covering as we study
the torah and move with the freedom of
the word.
Holy Spirit presents our covering as we
listen to and obey the prompting of
God’s direction to produce the fruit of the
Spirit.
As the torah / Holy Spirit come together, as we take
hold of the tzitzit of God’s covenant, I look on and
acknowledge God’s authority.
I am taking hold of the essence / totality of God.
GOD’S AUTHORITY IS TO BE REVEALED IN MY INTEGRITY
AUTHORITY = LIFESTYLE
We have the example of Boaz, who covers Ruth with his tallit, acknowledges
his family responsibility and makes work to ensure that he honours his word.
Ruth 3:9 “9 And he said, Who are you? And she answered, I am Ruth your
maidservant. Spread your wing [of protection] over your maidservant, for you
are a next of kin.”
Ruth 4:10 “10 Also Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, I have bought
to be my wife to restore the name of the dead to his inheritance, that the
name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brethren and from the
gate of his birthplace. You are witnesses this day.”
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Boaz gives the symbol of the redemption of the obligation by
taking off his SANDAL.
Ruth 4: 7-8 “7 Now formerly in Israel this was the custom
concerning redeeming and exchanging. To confirm a
transaction, a man pulled off his sandal and gave it to the
other. This was the way of attesting in Israel.
8 Therefore, when the kinsman said to Boaz, Buy it for
yourself, he pulled off his sandal.”

AUTHORITY CAN BE CANCELLED
The very act of tearing the tzitzit / tassels off of a tallit is a
sign that the authority has been cancelled.
Samuel – cancels the authority of the kingdom of Saul (2 Sam 15:22).
David cuts Saul’s authority off and then realizes that it is not his right to do so
and so he repents immediately.
1 Sam 24:4 “4 David’s men said to him, Behold the day of which the Lord
said to you, Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hands and you shall do
to him as seems good to you. Then David arose [in the darkness] and
stealthily cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe.”
It is a common Jewish custom when a man is divorcing his wife, then he tears
the tzitzit from his tallit.

AUTHORITY CAN BE TRANSFERRED
We are all given gifts / talents and abilities by God.
He expects us to use these gifts for the benefit of
the community / BOC. As I role model this aspect
of my calling, I set up the example for my physical
and spiritual children to accept my anointing.
Children who do so can expect a generational
increase in their anointing and blessing.
Elijah passed his anointing to Elisha (1 Kings 19:
11-13; 2 Kings 2: 1-6; 2 Kings 2:15).
The New Testament reflection of this is found in:
Heb 4: 11-12 “11 Let us therefore be zealous and exert ourselves and
strive diligently to enter that rest [of God, to know and experience it for
ourselves], that no one may fall or perish by the same kind of unbelief and
disobedience [into which those in the wilderness fell].
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12 For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active,
operative, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword,
penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal]
spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing
and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the
heart.”
OTHERS WILL GRAB HOLD OF MY AUTHORITY
The Word / Torah tells us that 10 gentiles will take hold of the tassels / tzitzit
of a righteous Jew (Zech 8:23).
Why the tassel and not his hand? We would
know that a man that wears a tallit would KNOW
God (John 4:23; Matt 11:23).
Jeshua was a Jew and a Jewish woman took hold
of his tzitzit to be healed (Matt 14:36).
Boaz exercises this authority when his tallit /
lifestyle reflects the picture of God (Ruth 3:15).

PHYSICAL / SPIRITUAL
New Testament
Jew with a Tallit
Believer
Tallit of the
Holy Spirit
Army of righteous ones

Army of righteous ones

Torah / Commandment
essential for their existence

Holy Spirit essential for their
existence

ONE NEW MAN
Rev. 3:5 “5 Thus shall he who conquers (is victorious) be clad in white
garments, and I will not erase or blot out his name from the Book of Life; I will
acknowledge him [as Mine] and I will confess his name openly before My
Father and before His angels.”
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Rev. 6:11 “11 Then they were each given a long and flowing and festive
white robe and told to rest and wait patiently a little while longer, until the
number should be complete of their fellow servants and their brethren who
were to be killed as they themselves had been.”
Rev.19:14 “14 And the troops of heaven, clothed in fine linen, dazzling and
clean, followed Him on white horses.”
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CONCLUSION
The interaction between the description of the Counting of the Omer – Mount
Sinai (Ex 19) and the story of Ruth have a common thread.
As an individual I need to make a choice: to REJECT my worldly, sinful
nature, to REDEEM my soul and spirit, to bring my vision in line with God’s
purposes and to REDEEM my physical and spiritual legacy / inheritance.
Eph 4:24 “24 And put on the new nature (the regenerate self) created in
God’s image, [Godlike] in true righteousness and holiness.”
That is however only the first step. I must then join with the people (Body of
Christ) to play my part in the restoration of the earth so that God’s Presence
can dwell here.
Eph 4: 4-6 “4 [There is] one body and one Spirit—just as there is also one
hope [that belongs] to the calling you received—
5 [There is] one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 One God and Father of [us] all, Who is above all [Sovereign over all],
pervading all and [living] in [us] all.”
It is also clear that God’s body is made up
of Jew (reborn) and Gentile.
Eph 3:6 “6 [It is this:] that the Gentiles
are now to be fellow heirs [with the
Jews], members of the same body and
joint partakers [sharing] in the same
divine promise in Christ through [their
acceptance of] the glad tidings (the
Gospel).”
God’s expectation is that we are to be a
TEMPLE.
Eph 2: 21-22 “21 In Him the whole
structure is joined (bound, welded)
together harmoniously, and it continues to
rise (grow, increase) into a holy temple in
the Lord [a sanctuary dedicated,
consecrated, and sacred to the presence
of the Lord].
22 In Him [and in fellowship with one another] you yourselves also are
being built up [into this structure] with the rest, to form a fixed abode
(dwelling place) of God in (by, through) the Spirit.”
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Both in Ruth and the story of the journey to Mt Sinai can we see this process
of individual cleansing, purity, holiness as well as the unity (in diversity) of the
people.
We see in Ruth a process of cleansing:
bathe
anoint with oil
dress in the finest
go to the threshing floor
lie down and wait.
Ruth 3: 3-4 “3 Wash and anoint yourself therefore, and put on your best
clothes and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known
to the man until he has finished eating and drinking.
4 But when he lies down, notice the place where he lies; then go and uncover
his feet and lie down. And he will tell you what to do.”
And Boaz replies to Ruth:
Ruth 3:13 “13 Remain tonight, and in the morning if he will perform for you
the part of a kinsman, good; let him do it. But if he will not do the part of a
kinsman for you, then, as the Lord lives, I will do the part of a kinsman for you.
Lie down until the morning.”
We see in the counting of the omer:
consecrate
wash themselves
be ready
come to the mountain
wait
Ex 19: 10-12 “10 And the Lord said to Moses, Go and sanctify the people
[set them apart for God] today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes
11 And be ready by the third day, for the third day the Lord will come down
upon Mount Sinai [in the cloud] in the sight of all the people.
12 And you shall set bounds for the people round about, saying, Take heed
that you go not up into the mountain or touch the border of it. Whoever
touches the mountain shall surely be put to death.”
And God replies to the people of Israel:
Ex 19:20 “20 The Lord came down upon Mount Sinai to the top of the
mountain, and the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses
went up.”
We have come to realize that as we grow deeper into the Word / Torah / tzitzit
and listen / respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, we will become “living
stones” in God’s EARTHLY TEMPLE.
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God tells / shows the Isrealites what / how the tabernacle must be made. He
tells us that it is made in the pattern of the heavenlies.
Ex 25: 8-9 “8 Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.
9 And you shall make it according to all that I show you, the pattern of the
tabernacle or dwelling and the pattern of all the furniture of it.”
The pattern reflects the attributes / character of God –
His very nature. The description of the tabernacle on
earth in physical terms was made:
to be portable, i.e. could be moved around like
“living stones”
to be a reflection of His nature
to be a target / goal / example for us to see so
that we can measure ourselves in the
reflection of God’s nature and plumbline
(Amos).
It is only when the Body of Christ starts to operate at this
level that we are able to reach our highest purpose of
liberating, redeeming and restoring the good out of the evil, that is the
kingdom of darkness, i.e.
the way is not out of Moab, but into Canaan
the way is not leaving the community behind but by joining the Body
of Christ.
the way is not getting others to change, but by reflecting kindness,
love and trust.
We find the description of the earthly tabernacle set out for us. It is clear that
every man must make “all” that God requires.
Ex 35: 10-19 “10 And let every able and wisehearted man among you
come and make all that the Lord has commanded:
11 The tabernacle, its tent and its covering, its hooks, its boards, its bars, its
pillars, and its sockets or bases;
12 The ark and its poles, with the mercy seat, and the veil of the screen;
13 The table and its poles and all its utensils, and the showbread (the bread
of the Presence);
14 The lampstand also for the light, and its utensils and its lamps, and the oil
for the light;
15 And the incense altar and its poles, the anointing oil and the fragrant
incense, the hanging or screen for the door at the entrance of the tabernacle;
16 The altar of burnt offering, with its bronze grating, its poles and all its
utensils, the laver and its base;
17 The court’s hangings, its pillars and their sockets or bases, and the
hanging or screen for the gate of the court;
18 The pegs of the tabernacle and of the court, and their cords,
19 The finely wrought garments for ministering in the Holy Place, the holy
garments for Aaron the [high] priest and for his sons to minister as priests.”
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THE EARTHLY TABERNACLE AND THE REFLECTION OF GOD’S
NATURE IN THE LIFE OF A LIVING STONE
1.

The tent, covering, pillars and sockets

Ex 35:11 “11 The tabernacle, its tent and its
covering, its hooks, its boards, its bars, its
pillars, and its sockets or bases;”
This clearly reflects our relationship with a
living God. A relationship founded on a deep
study of the torah and worship of God by our
loving obedience to his commandments, and
our sensitivity and obedience to the leading of
the Holy Spirit.
We can now see the progression:

Physical tabernacle
Ex 35

Living stones
Fruit of the Holy Spirit

The new Jerusalem which
has no temple – God is the
temple – Rev. 21:21-27

2.

The ark, mercy seat and veil

Ex 35:12 “12 The ark and its poles, with the
mercy seat, and the veil of the screen;”
The ark would contain the Torah and the rod of
Aaron. If we have accepted Yahshua as our
messiah, we contain the Torah / HS written on our
hearts. God’s authority is placed in our hands to
rule and reign.
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Ex 25:22 “22 There I will meet with you and, from above the mercy seat, from
between the two cherubim that are upon the ark of the Testimony, I will speak
intimately with you of all which I will give you in commandment to the
Israelites.”
We are a tree of life – we are in the Garden of Eden once again.
Rev 22: 12-14 “12 Behold, I am coming soon, and I shall bring My wages and
rewards with Me, to repay and render to each one just what his own actions
and his own work merit.
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last (the Before all and
the End of all).
14 Blessed (happy and to be envied) are those who cleanse their garments,
that they may have the authority and right to [approach] the tree of life and to
enter through the gates into the city.”

We show this instilled life / authority by the evidence of the fruit
of the Spirit – Gal 5:23.
When we can give mercy, i.e. we don’t judge the wrongs
done to us, and when we extend grace, i.e. we bless
people irrespective of their wrongs, we reveal the ark to
them.

3.

The table, poles and showbread

Ex 35:13 “13 The table and its poles and all its utensils, and the
showbread (the bread of the Presence);”
This clearly reflects our calling:
to govern / to take dominion – Rev 20: 4-6
to reach our Godly purpose and goals by
working with integrity – Rev 14: 15-16
to be the bread of life to all those around
us – Rev 19:13.

4.

The menorah, oil

Ex 35:14 “14 The lampstand also for the light, and its utensils and its lamps,
and the oil for the light;”
The menorah or lamp has multiple reference throughout the Torah / Word to
indicate to us that we need to REFLECT GOD’S LIGHT. The oil coming from
the fruit of the Spirit should be a beacon for others to follow:
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Rev 1: 12-16 “12 Then I turned to see [whose was]
the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I
saw seven golden lampstands,
13 And in the midst of the lampstands [One] like a
Son of Man, clothed with a robe which reached to
His feet and with a girdle of gold about His breast.
14 His head and His hair were white like white wool,
[as white] as snow, and His eyes [flashed] like a
flame of fire.
15 His feet glowed like burnished (bright) bronze as
it is refined in a furnace, and His voice was like the
sound of many waters.
16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and from
His mouth there came forth a sharp two-edged
sword, and His face was like the sun shining in full
power at midday.”
Rev 2:16 “16 Repent [then]! Or else I will come to
you quickly and fight against them with the sword of My mouth.”
Rev 11: 3-4 “3 And I will grant the power of prophecy to My two witnesses for
1,260 (42 months; three and one-half years), dressed in sackcloth.
4 These [witnesses] are the two olive trees and the two lampstands which
stand before the Lord of the earth.”

Rev 21:23 “23 And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon to give
light to it, for the splendor and radiance (glory) of God illuminate it, and the
Lamb is its lamp.”

5.

Incense altar, oil, incense

Ex 35:15 “15 And the incense altar and its
poles, the anointing oil and the fragrant
incense, the hanging or screen for the
door at the entrance of the tabernacle;”
The prayers, petitions, intercession,
proclamations, prayers walks, praise and
worship and torah study are a reflection of
the devotion and obedience to God. As
we carry the burden of others, we cause
the incense to rise up so that God can change the cause of events on earth.
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Rev 8: 3-5 “3 And another angel came and stood over the altar. He had a
golden censer, and he was given very much incense (fragrant spices and
gums which exhale perfume when burned), that he might mingle it with the
prayers of all the people of God (the saints) upon the golden altar before the
throne.
4 And the smoke of the incense (the perfume) arose in the presence of God,
with the prayers of the people of God (the saints), from the hand of the angel.
5 So the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and cast it
upon the earth. Then there followed peals of thunder and loud rumblings and
blasts and noises, and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.”
Rev 9:13 “13 Then the sixth angel blew [his] trumpet, and from the four horns
of the golden altar which stands before God I heard a solitary voice,”

6.

The sacrificial altar of offering

Ex 35:16a “16 The altar of burnt offering,
with its bronze grating, its poles and all its
utensils…”
The Body of Christ demonstrates the
sacrificial altar and the offerings when we
choose to:
be a role model of a man of God
and a father to the children
develop and adhere to a ethical set
of values which sets us apart from the world
perform good deeds – mitzvah – to help our neighbour.
Rev 5:6 “6 And there between the throne and the four living creatures
(beings) and among the elders [of the heavenly Sanhedrin] I saw a Lamb
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God [the sevenfold Holy Spirit] Who have been
sent [on duty far and wide] into all the earth.”
Rev 13: 8-9 “8 And all the inhabitants of the earth will fall down in adoration
and pay him homage, everyone whose name has not been recorded in the
Book of Life of the Lamb that was slain [in sacrifice] from the foundation of the
world.
9 If anyone is able to hear, let him listen:”
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7.

The laver and its base

Ex 35:16b “…the laver and its base;”
The Body of Christ / living stones reflect the attribute of
God when we choose to mikvah / be baptized into a life of
purity.
Not only should we be chosing to change direction and
authority lines but our lifestyle must reflect:
deeds of forgiveness is words and actions to
release others to become what God plans for them
acts of restitution – i.e. where we make effort to right the wrongs;
not only those caused personally, but those deeds performed by the
community.

8.

The hangings, pegs, screen and cords

Ex 35: 17-18 “17 The court’s hangings, its pillars and their sockets or bases,
and the hanging or screen for the gate of the court;
18 The pegs of the tabernacle and of the court, and their cords,”
Men are called to be servant leaders, to be
fathers who will speak out blessing over their
children. Such words, proclamations, are the
keys that God uses to unlock destiny and
purpose. Blessing form a wall of protection
around our loved ones.
Num 6: 23-27 “23 Say to Aaron and his sons,
This is the way you shall bless the Israelites.
Say to them,
24 The Lord bless you and watch, guard, and
keep you;
25 The Lord make His face to shine upon and enlighten you and be gracious
(kind, merciful, and giving favor) to you;
26 The Lord lift up His [approving] countenance upon you and give you peace
(tranquility of heart and life continually).
27 And they shall put My name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
Rev 2:17 “17 He who is able to hear, let him listen to and heed what the
Spirit says to the assemblies (churches). To him who overcomes (conquers), I
will give to eat of the manna that is hidden, and I will give him a white stone
with a new name engraved on the stone, which no one knows or understands
except he who receives it.”
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Rev 21: 3-7 “3 Then I heard a mighty voice from the throne and I perceived
its distinct words, saying, See! The abode of God is with men, and He will live
(encamp, tent) among them; and they shall be His people, and God shall
personally be with them and be their God.
4 God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be anguish (sorrow and mourning) nor grief nor pain any
more, for the old conditions and the former order of things have passed away.
5 And He Who is seated on the throne said, See! I make all things new. Also
He said, Record this, for these sayings are faithful (accurate, incorruptible,
and trustworthy) and true (genuine).
6 And He [further] said to me, It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I [Myself] will give water without price
from the fountain (springs) of the water of Life.
7 He who is victorious shall inherit all these things, and I will be God to him
and he shall be My son.”
Isaiah 49:16 “16 Behold, I have indelibly imprinted (tattooed a picture of)
you on the palm of each of My hands; [O Zion] your walls are continually
before Me.”
Ps 67 “1 GOD BE merciful and gracious to us and bless us and cause His
face to shine upon us and among us—Selah [pause, and calmly think of
that]!—
2 That Your way may be known upon earth, Your saving power (Your
deliverances and Your salvation) among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise You [turn away from their idols] and give thanks to
You, O God; let all the peoples praise and give thanks to You.
4 O let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You will judge the peoples
fairly and guide, lead, or drive the nations upon earth. Selah [pause, and
calmly think of that]!
5 Let the peoples praise You [turn away from their idols] and give thanks to
You, O God; let all the peoples praise and give thanks to You!
6 The earth has yielded its harvest [in evidence of God’s
approval]; God, even our own God, will bless us.
7 God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall
reverently fear Him.”

9.

The garments of the priest

Ex 35:19 “19 The finely wrought garments for ministering
in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the [high]
priest and for his sons to minister as priests.”
We are all priests, a separate holy nation. We are to be
the revealer of God’s prophetic voice for our family and
the nations. Our robes of righteousness and the
breastplate of the priest must reflect our compassion for
all.
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Rev 1:13 “13 And in the midst of the lampstands [One] like a Son of Man,
clothed with a robe which reached to His feet and with a girdle of gold about
His breast.”
Rev 14:12 “12 Here [comes in a call for] the steadfastness of the saints [the
patience, the endurance of the people of God], those who [habitually] keep
God’s commandments and [their] faith in Jesus.”
Rev 19:16 “16 And on His garment (robe) and on His thigh He has a name
(title) inscribed, king of kings and lord of lords.”

THE FRUIT OF OUR WORK
If our attitude and mindset are in line with God’s plan and our lifestyle reflects
the “image” of God, which is already inside the spirit man, then we will have a
first fruit harvest.
We will willingly bring an offer.
Rev 22:1-5 “1 THEN HE showed me the river whose waters give life,
sparkling like crystal, flowing out from the throne of God and of the Lamb
2 Through the middle of the broadway of the city; also, on either side of the
river was the tree of life with its twelve varieties of fruit, yielding each
month its fresh crop; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing and
the restoration of the nations.
3 There shall no longer exist there anything that is accursed (detestable, foul,
offensive, impure, hateful, or horrible). But the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it, and His servants shall worship Him [pay divine honors to Him
and do Him holy service].
4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.
5 And there shall be no more night; they have no need for lamplight or
sunlight, for the Lord God will illuminate them and be their light, and they shall
reign [as kings] forever and ever (through the eternities of the eternities).”
We will bring an offering of every kind of fruit:
wheat
barley
fig
grape
pomegranate
date
olive
We will be able to say that we are happy to go to the house of the Lord – WE
WILL BE THAT HOUSE.
Ps 122:1 “1 I WAS glad when they said to me, Let us go to the house of the
Lord!”
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Naomi came back. She still had an inheritance – a piece of land which was
given to their tribe when they came into the Covenant Land.
Naomi still had the TITLE DEEDS. She was waiting for Jubilee – for the time
of the redemption. The son of Ruth (Obed) became a restorer of life.
Ruth 4: 14-15 “14 And the women said to Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, Who
has not left you this day without a close kinsman, and may his name be
famous in Israel.
15 And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher and supporter in
your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is better to you
than seven sons, has borne him.”
Yahshua became our restorer – we are the tabernacle with Him.
Rev 21:3 “3 Then I heard a mighty voice from the throne and I perceived its
distinct words, saying, See! The abode of God is with men, and He will live
(encamp, tent) among them; and they shall be His people, and God shall
personally be with them and be their God.”
My prayer and petition is that you will find your calling – your place in the BOC
and make an impact to restore the Hebraic roots – to those whom you meet.
May we all be found in the one olive tree so that ALL of Israel may be saved.
Rom 11: 24-27 “24 For if you have been
cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree,
and against nature grafted into a cultivated
olive tree, how much easier will it be to
graft these natural [branches] back on [the
original parent stock of] their own olive
tree.
25 Lest you be self-opinionated (wise in
your own conceits), I do not want you to
miss this hidden truth and mystery,
brethren: a hardening (insensibility) has
[temporarily] befallen a part of Israel [to
last] until the full number of the ingathering
of the Gentiles has come in,
26 And so all Israel will be saved. As it is
written, The Deliverer will come from Zion,
He will banish ungodliness from Jacob.
27 And this will be My covenant (My
agreement) with them when I shall take
away their sins.”
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