Receiving the Yoke of
the Kingdom

Understanding the initiation of adulthood ...

Connecting the heritage, the
wisdom and authority, of the
father to the passion and
vision of the son ... To create a
generational legacy of blessing.
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“Remember	 the	 days	 of	 old;	 
consider	 the	 years	 of	 many	 
generations.	 Ask	 your	 father	 
and	 he	 will	 show	 you,	 your	 
elders,	 and	 they	 will	 tell	 
you.”
Deuteronomy	 32:7
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CHILDREN ARE PART OF THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
We are told that the Ark and the Mercy Seat are watched over by two cherubim who face
each other.
The Hebrew word for Cherubim is “Keravya” which also carries the meaning of “children”.
We can therefore conclude that the cherubim are made in the “likeness” of a child. If we
accept that understanding then its logical that:
As a parent we can now see that:
-

A child is sacred.

-

A child is a holy gift from God.

Parents who teach / role-model to
principles of righteousness will show the
children that:
•

they can face each other,

•

they can show others that they can
truly love my neighbour,

•

they can learn from one another
and

•

they can learn to walk in
obedience to the Will of God –
such is the child that eats of the
Tree of Life.

Parents are given a huge responsibility,
but also a huge honour—the right to take a brand
new page and write God’s Word all over it—so that the child can say:
“My heart is circumcised, and I do whatever the Father asks because I know that I am a
son/daughter of the KING.”
A son can only create his destiny with the father’s wisdom, while the father’s future is
manifested in the son’s vision. So often we want to leave an inheritance. But God’s Heart
is that we leave a legacy. A legacy is not taught as a lesson, with a list of right and wrong,
but by watching the parents in their daily walk –children do what they see, not what
they are told.
Deuteronomy 4:9 “9 Only take heed, and guard your life diligently, lest you forget the
things which your eyes have seen and lest they depart from your [mind and] heart all the
days of your life. Teach them to your children and your children’s children”
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Proverbs 2:1-5 “My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within
you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you
callout for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and
search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and
find the knowledge of God.”
Isaiah 54:13 “13 And all your [spiritual] children shall be disciples [taught by the Lord and
obedient to His will], and great shall be the peace and undisturbed composure of your
children.”
Psalms 127:3 “3 Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a
reward.”

A CHILD HAS JUST ONE LIFE –
CHERISH IT!
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PREFACE
This is part of a number of books put together to try and assist believers in understanding
the Biblical Foundations and of the significance of the Biblical Feasts to us as believers.
The focus of this book is on the Bar- and Bat mitzvah principle – Receiving the Yoke of the
Kingdom.
The journey toward my Biblical Foundations began a few years ago when I attended a Bar
mitzvah in a local synagogue. After the service they told this story:

• Every young man at the age of 13 years goes through a process ending in the
declaration of his entering manhood.

• He is given a new name.
• His name is engraved on a wooden carving of a tree – the tree of life.
• The Rabbi sends a note to Jerusalem where his name is entered into the Book of
Life.

• He doesn’t need a visa if he should go to Israel and, because his name is recorded,
he can stay there forever.
As they told this story I saw in it the New Testament truth of accepting Y’shua / Jesus as
your personal Saviour, of being accepted into the Kingdom of God, as we become adopted
Sons of Abraham, and therefore entitled to the full reality of the Covenant.
What was being done in the natural at a Bar
mitzvah had a spiritual parallel in the spiritual
reality of the Tabernacle made of Living Stones. I
realized that if we observe the Biblical Feasts and
celebrations in the natural, we would uncover
spiritual patterns and truths.
The Bar Barakah is one of the best-known
customs of the Jewish people. Almost all cultures
have some or other ceremony to celebrate this
same event of passing from childhood into
manhood.
It is a milestone in a person’s life when you cross
the gap from childhood to adulthood. As parents,
we are commanded to teach our children in the
ways of God so that they will follow this call and direction all the days of their lives.
(Proverbs 2: 1-5)
It is a time when you are no longer a child, but have to accept accountability for one’s
actions, to willingly be a part of the spiritual lifestyle that reflect your beliefs, and to move
into a place of blessing, a place of purpose.
Our suggestions for using this book are as follows:
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1. Study our thoughts and the heart with which is was written.
2. Keep in mind the fact that we are looking for spiritual truths that are manifested in
the natural and are not suggesting legalism.
3.

Consider the strands and concepts that link the:

• Old and New Testament
• Jew and Christian
And consider what position you should
take in relation to:
•

The Jewish people

•

Jerusalem

•

The keeping of the Feasts

•

Remember, you need to count the
cost:

If I should forget you
O Jerusalem
Let my right hand lose its skill
If I do not remember you
Let my tongue cling to the roof
Of my mouth
If I do not exalt Jerusalem
Above my chief joy.
(Psalm 137:5)
These thoughts remain the First Fruits of our study and although this is a second revision
of this book, still we would still welcome any feedback. Suggestions for improvements
would be particularly appreciated, as would any testimonies as a result of you having used
and applied those principles in your life.
Many thanks to a spiritual friend, Arthur Aaron, who started me (Roland), down this path.
Yours in Messiah
Roland & Amanda Buys
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1. SPIRITUAL SPACE AND SPIRITUAL TIME
In order for us to start with the process of understanding our purpose / calling and the role
that we as parents have to play in raising a Godly generation of children, we first need to
understand God’s dimensions. These dimensions define the playing ground within which
God’s blessings will operate.
GOD’S DIMENSION OF SPACE:
God creates the earth and finds that everything He made is good:
Genesis 1:31-2:3 “31 And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was
very good (suitable, pleasant) and He approved it completely. And there was evening
and there was morning, a sixth day. 2 And ---- and He rested on the seventh day from all
His work which He had done. 3 And God blessed (spoke good of) the seventh day, set it
apart as His own, and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all His work which He
had created and done.”
God then plants a Garden in this Creation, we are told “eastward of Eden”—this Garden
represents a piece of God’s creation that is set apart for a specific purpose. We will see
that this purpose was to make a place where He could dwell - to come and walk in
intimacy with Adam and Eve:
Genesis 2:8-9 “8 And the Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden [delight];
and there He put the man whom He had formed (framed, constituted). 9 And out of the
ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight or to be desired
—good (suitable, pleasant) for food; the tree of life also in the center of the garden, and
the tree of the knowledge of [the difference between] good and evil and blessing and
calamity.”
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God never creates anything that does not have a purpose. As soon as Mankind is made,
He then puts man into this Garden and gives him a job—to take dominion:
-

to tend, i.e. to work, look after all of creation.

-

to keep i.e. to protect, to ensure that nothing happens to the Garden, i.e. to keep
satan out.

We see that there are two functions. Generally, mankind is able to focus on the action of
tending—we can go out and do things!! But the action of guarding often is lost in the
drive for performance.
Genesis 2:15 “15 And the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to
tend and guard and keep it.”
We can call this place, the Garden of Eden, Holy Space. Why? Because this place was
set with a boundary, with a set of rivers to define the place where God would walk in
intimacy with Adam. It is also in this domain of purity and holiness that God creates a
mate for Adam:
Genesis 2:21 “21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and while he
slept, He took one of his ribs or a part of his side and closed up the [place with] flesh.”
We can now see that the “place” where Adam and Eve were put (the Garden of Eden):
1) For example, their home is also a sanctuary – a meeting place with God.
Genesis 3:8 “8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden.”
2) For example, their home is a place of marriage, purity and love.
Genesis 2:23 “23 Then Adam said, This [creature] is now bone of my bones and flesh of
my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of a man.”
3) Their land was a place where their work was fruitful and blessed - Adam never
sweated from his labours before the fall.
Genesis 3:19 “19 In the sweat of your face shall you eat bread until you return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you shall return.”
1. Garden of Eden
We can now see that the Garden of Eden is in fact a place of Covenantal relationship
between God and Adam and therefore Holy Space. Consider this, years later when God
delivers the Israelites from Egypt, He will introduce them to the concept of the Tabernacle.
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•

It is also a place were God dwells,

•

It is also a place where man can meet with God,

•

It is also a place which we have to guard to ensure that nothing unclean / unholy
can enter in.

We know that when Adam and Even are exiled from the Garden of Eden, they are sent
into exile, into a world:
-

Which does not have blessing;

-

Where work is hard;

-

Where relationships are difficult.

Genesis 3:16-27 “16 To the woman He said, I will greatly multiply your grief and your
suffering in pregnancy and the pangs of childbearing; with spasms of distress you will
bring forth children. Yet your desire and craving will be for your husband, and he will rule
over you.17 And to Adam He said, Because you have listened and given heed to the
voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, saying, You shall
not eat of it, the ground is under a curse because of you; in sorrow and toil shall you
eat [of the fruits] of it all the days of your life.”
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2. The Tabernacle
The second example of Holy Space is the Tabernacle.
While in the Wilderness, Moses is given very specific dimensions of the Tabernacle. This
became the place where God’s Glory dwelled.
Those who lived outside of the Tabernacle lived in the profane world of today, i.e. they
could only see God’s Glory by the reflection on Moses’ face.
3. Living Stones

We find one more example in the New Testament. We are all called to accept the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob by acknowledging Y’shua /Jesus as the Messiah. Those who
do so and live holy lives are stones of the Living Temple living among a number of
profane stones (unbelievers).
1 Peter 2:4 “4 Come to Him [then, to that] Living Stone which men tried and threw away,
but which is chosen [and] precious in God’s sight. 5 [Come] and, like living stones, be
yourselves built [into] a spiritual house, for a holy (dedicated, consecrated) priesthood,
to offer up [those] spiritual sacrifices [that are] acceptable and pleasing to God
through Jesus Christ.”
RUTH, THE MOABITE, BECOMES A JEW
The Bible teaches us in the Book of Ruth that a gentile (Moabite) could be grafted into the
Bloodline of Y’shua /Jesus.
We have a clear message in Act 15 that tells us that although we do not have to convert
Judaism (and we should not do so), we are still expected to keep God’s Commandments.
We become sons / daughters of the Covenant through adoption. CHILDREN do what the
fathers asks!!—and that is confirmed for us when Y’shua /Jesus tells us to do exactly what
He does because He only does what the Father asks. The Father asks us to walk in
obedience to His Commandments.
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The declaration of Ruth is so powerful!!! Whenever you decide to follow God then your
declaration must be birthed with a commitment to transformation.
Ruth moves from a physical famine to a physical harvest - Boaz offers her salvation
(marriage) and when she accepts Boaz (type of Y’shua / Jesus), she receives spiritual
bread near the town of Bethlehem.
We move from spiritual famine to spiritual harvest when we accept Y’shua / Jesus as
Messiah and get the Bread of Life from the Man from Bethlehem.
Ruth 1:16 …. your God will be my God ….
Ruth made a commitment to leave her
Moabite ways, to accept and walk in the
customs of Naomi and the new nation of
choice.
We accept Y’shua / Jesus, but do we
leave behind our gentile (Moabite) ways?
•

How close are we to forms of
paganism inside the Church?

•

How close are we to the people of
God and their ways?

•

Are we a separate, holy priesthood?

Ruth 1:16 .… wherever you go I will go .… wherever you stay I will stay …. Your people
will be my people ….
Have you turned your back on your spiritual relatives, the Israelites? I am not suggesting
that everything that they do and say is Biblical. I am suggesting that many of their cultural
norms are grounded in the Torah, and we would do well to observe their worship patterns,
and to bless them. (Learn from Naomi how to worship the God of Israel you have now
chosen as your God!)
Have you been grafted into the natural olive? This question begs for you to think: are the
patterns of praise and worship, community, and so on, founded on the Biblical foundations
or are we allowing alternative beliefs and values to be introduced?
We need to walk in obedience to the TORAH1—to the teachings and benchmark of
righteous living set out in the Bible, but not under the law – for example, under
condemnation due to religious ritual that is largely man made, remembering that Y’shua /
Jesus has paid the full price.
Ruth does not live as a gentile – a Moabite (Ephesians 4:17), but as a fellow heir
(Ephesians 2:12).

1	
  ALL	
  Biblical	
  founda/ons	
  are	
  found	
  in	
  the	
  ﬁrst	
  5	
  books	
  of	
  the	
  Bible	
  called	
  the	
  Torah.
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We need to:
•

Live life declaring that salvation is by faith alone, while

•

Keeping the relevant Biblical customs set out for us in the Old Testament with the
purpose of transforming our lives into spiritual service that allows us to be Kings
and Priests in the Living Stone Tabernacle.

It is then that the love story of Ruth will become the love story of you as the Bride of
Messiah, forever.
We have seen that God has determined:
1) A dimension of space – to indicate an area with a boundary; and in a short while
we will see that the other dimension of God’s Kingdom is:
2) The dimension of time – to indicate a focus on eternity.
We have seen the physical as well as the spiritual application of this principle, i.e. from the
Tabernacle of the wilderness to the Living Stone of the New Testament believer.
We need to make this into a practical expression of everyday life.
How do I apply this now?
How do I turn the “Old” Testament examples into modern-day terminology?
I speak in more detail at a later stage of the difference between the Western / GrecoRoman mindset and the Biblical mindset, but to illustrate the transformation from physical
to Spiritual, consider the following:
Greco-Roman Mindset:
I live for the moment / present, as life affects me now! My mindset about space and time
will grow smaller – the typical expression of this is:
- Pray for this harvest.
- Pray for peace in our time.
Biblical Mindset:
I live for the future and see the next generation’s potential in what I am doing now. I
have learned from the past and I am concerned about the future.
- I will be concerned with the fact that God’s Creation, for example, creatures are
becoming extinct.
- I will be concerned that we are exploiting the natural resources and polluting this earth
without a long-term plan.
- I would be increasingly concerned that the wealthy countries get richer and the poor
countries get poorer in direct contrast to God’s Word that all men are equal.
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2.

GOD’S DIMENSION OF TIME

The second dimension of God’s Kingdom is that of Time.
God’s time (spiritual time) is not limited to current date lines, but includes the kairos times
of events to come. The current indicators of God’s time are:
•

The annual cycle of Feasts that get repeated

•

The Jubilee year.

•

The events prescribed by current prophesy.

•

The seasons of the year

God is clearly not worried about time (Chronos) as defined in linear years.
Rather, God looks at a cycle of events that are repeated annually and from time to time
through periods of revival that are in relation to God’s plan and purposes.
The cycle of Feasts prophetically speak into God’s plan and purpose and are therefore the
redemptive declaration that God is Who He is and that He will do what He says.
Each set of Feasts has a redemptive purpose.
Pesach/Passover= deliverance
Sha’vout/Pentecost= Word/Truth and Holy Spirit
Succoth/Tabernacles= marriage /intimacy
It is clear the God wants to revisit these Feasts and seasons of redemption so that we can
grow, wants us to experience the Feast in the physical so that we can visualize the
spiritual reality of the Heavenly Tabernacle.
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3. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOD’S DIMENSION OF SPACE AND
TIME
If we graphically present this then we can see the following facts:

A believer who lives within the boundary of God’s Space (Covenant, Son of Abraham etc.)
but does not Live within God’s TIME, (keeping the Feasts), will lack the power of
perseverance for physical / spiritual warfare to “take the land”
If no declarations of God’s Supremacy is made in the physical, it will also not manifest in
the spiritual - and we make these declarations by living to the beat of God’s time...
I. A believer who lives within the boundary of God’s Time (Feasts, prophetic word, etc.)
but does not live within the area of God’s Space (keeping the Commandments), will
fail to grow spiritually in the power of the Bible and the Covenant, and will remain a
“baby”.
Such people lack the depth of Spiritual Word and understanding of God’s principles to
have a firm foundation and will be blown any which way that the wind blows.
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II. A believer who walks in God’s Space (Covenant, Bible, etc.) and who walks in God’s
Time (Feasts, prophetic word, etc.) will experience the power and energy of God’s
purposes when the Holy Spirit and the angels work to achieve the final redemptive
plan.
God is Holy.
Man retains his sinful nature as he strives to transform to God’s Image.
God’s plan to bridge the gap is His Holy Space and Holy Time.
Mankind must use Gods plan to transform from one dimension to the other and produce
the Spiritual Fruit that Paul talks about in Galatians so that we have something to offer
when we enter the Tabernacle of LIVING STONES.
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So, where are we going with this line of thought?
It is becoming clearer to me as time goes on that the general Body of believers in Y’shua /
Jesus as Messiah will have to take time out to determine THEIR standpoint on:
•

The question of Israel—the people and the land,

•

The question of whether or not they will be obeying God’s Commandments,

•

The importance or not of keeping of the times of His Feasts,

•

The process of returning to our Biblical roots.
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4. GOD’S HOLY SPACE AND HOLY TIME IN RELATION TO RECEIVING
THE YOKE OF THE KINGDOM
The relevance of God’s Space and Time to receiving the Yoke of the Kingdom can be
defined like this:
a)

On the Time cycle:

•

The child has now moved on (transformed) from the first phase of their life cycle –
namely, birth – to adulthood – (the two remaining cycles of his life are maturity and
death—and will introduce another cycle of transformation.)

•

This life cycle is woven into the annual cycle of Feasts and other prophetic
events in the child’s life to produce the fruit of his walk on earth.

•

The child will now accept full responsibility / accountability for the freedom of choice
actions that they make - they take on the “yoke” of the Covenant—this time frame
becomes a ‘lever for change’.
b)

On the Space axis:

•

Each father is called to be the teacher / role model of God’s statutes and precepts
to his children—as he walks in the truth his children “see” the practical application of
the principles contained in the Commandments.

•

The father’s diligence and the son / daughter’s willingness, faithfulness to study /
learn, grow in wisdom and understanding, will determine the platform or base level
of faithfulness and obedience which is given to God’s Commandments.

•

If the son and daughter stand proudly and firmly on their calling for God’s work, then
they will move in the power of the Holy Spirit.
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The Space and Time diagram looks as follows:
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RECEIVING THE YOKE OF THE KINGDOM
Each year as we go through the cycle of days / Feasts of remembrance, we are
challenged by God to:
•

Redefine our commitment to Him.

•

Open the windows of opportunity to download God’s specific blessing and gifts for
that time.

•

Reflect God’s Light and Glory through our praise and lifestyle of study and prayer in
community integrity.

5. BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE = FATHERS AND SONS / MOTHERS AND
DAUGHTERS:
We find that the principle of “father and sons” is being spoken of in many congregations
and nations.
I will use this description - Father and son - many times in the following pages, but I want
to clarify upfront that this terminology applies to sons and daughters in relation to their
parents i.e. father and mother.
The parents are two halves of one whole - the joining together of these two people makes
up one perfect New Man.
Consider the very first picture of mankind that we get in creation.
Mankind is made in God’s image (both male and female). Adam is separated from Eve,
and then both come together again in absolute unity in marriage.
Hence the statement - two halves of one whole.
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Each half compliments the other half fully and each one has unique gifts and callings
that combined fulfill in their role as parent.
Unfortunately, we often grow up in homes that are far from the Biblical role model and then
enter a world, which is filled to capacity with the works of the kingdom of darkness.
It is almost as if we are already carrying two huge boulders with us, that we need to get rid
of, before we can move forward.
Most couples enter into the world of parenthood with little or no foundational direction or
principles on which to stand. In addition, if they have not dealt with the generational curses
and the emotional wounding that has occurred, then they will be even less able to reflect a
Godly standard of parenthood.
Mostly, parents have good intentions with their commitment to raise their children, but
without a clear understanding of the boundaries of the Covenant, they are likely to fail.
Some scenarios that we are likely to see are:
1. We repeat the family cycle
Our own childhood experiences are passed onto our own children – i.e. we measure by
the same standard which we experienced as a child: “I had to work for pocket money, so
can you!”
2. We overcompensate
We can react to our children in precisely the opposite way in which we were treated, i.e. “I
had to work in the vegetable garden after school every day – I will not tolerate that and so
my child will get everything they need / want.”
3. We have an opinion that as a parent I must always be setting the standard.
This can manifest in two ways:
•

I go out of my way to show and teach my son everything that I have learned. Since
I have my own limits in growth, I end up limiting my son to the level of my own
growth.

This occurs when I refuse to promote my son until he can do everything that I can as well
as I can. By the time he gets there, he will be as old as I am now. I fail to lift the bar for
further growth.
•

I go out of my way to encourage, force, manipulate my child’s life in such a way that
they “have to” excel in some area where I felt a sense of “loss”.
- This can manifest where I want a daughter to hunt / fish with the boys or,
- This can manifest where I get the child to become a doctor / lawyer / sportsman to
fulfill some egotistical need of my own.
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4. We get stuck with the word “father” as a title.
In this process, we attach rights / privileges to “our” position. This most often results in
an authoritarian / domineering position. Fathers in this mode are the only ones who can
make any decision—and often become dictatorial.
We fail to realize that the word “father” is a job description and that only God can
truly carry the title of Father.
The Generational Breakdown:
This state of affairs leads to what has become known as the generational gap. Parents
are set in their ways, and can no longer run with the changing pace of life. Children are
frustrated, angry, disillusioned
and therefore want to leave
home to do their “own thing.”
Children who leave home
under these circumstances do
not leave with a fatherly
blessing; instead it is almost
equivalent to being an
“orphan”.
In this process of “rebellion”
they leave themselves open to:
-

Deception
and being vulnerable to
false love.

In real terms they have:
-

no inheritance

-

no intimacy with a real father

-

no birthright.

In real terms, they have “lost” the boundary of the father’s inheritance.
Proverbs 22:28 “28 Remove not the ancient landmark which your fathers have set up.”
REBECCA’S WOMB
The Torah records the enmity that existed from within the womb of Rebecca.
Let us look at the result of “poor” parenting in the context of legacy in the life of the two
boys. They will both grow up in the same house. They “saw” the same role models, yet we
have radically different results.
1. Esau gave away his birthright …
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The father-figure-values appear to be – “it is alright son, you do what pleases you—I will
enjoy whatever you do.”
How can an immediate hunger urge be greater than a future blessing?
He did not understand the value of his heritage, consequently he spent his lifetime trying
to “achieve.”
2. Jacob will ‘take” the birthright, notwithstanding the promise from God that it was his any
way.
The father-figure-values appear to be: “don’t have faith in me—don’t think that I can do the
right thing.”
How can the “dimming” of eyesight be misinterpreted as mental fatigue?
Esau will marry pagan woman, move away from the value and beliefs of Father Abraham,
and never truly make peace.
The other son, Jacob, will finally walk in the footsteps of the Godly belief system, but will
father a broken family with huge emotional issues.
Years later, one of the sons Judah, will reverse this curse and set up a Godly linage, while
others like Simon and Reuben will continue down this path of wrong choices.
In a spiritual sense we know that the Kingdom of Light will contend with the kingdom of
darkness until Y’shua / Jesus returns.
The consequence of a life without the generational legacy is severe.
Proverbs 30:11-17 “11 There is a class of people who curse their fathers and do not
bless their mothers. 12 There is a class of people who are pure in their own eyes, and
yet are not washed from their own filth. 17 The eye that mocks a father and scorns to
obey a mother, the ravens of the valley will pick it out, and the young vultures will devour
it.”
Whilst many children leave home in rebellion and live as orphans, we also know that many
leave with hatred and anger towards the parents. You see we have been appointed to
mold the new life into the image of God by the action that we take.
When we respect others by identifying the Godly attributes that God has placed inside of
them, and we choose to develop these to the fullest extent that we can, we will be
empowering them to live to their Godly potential. Any action, which reflect injustice / a lack
of compassion or rulership without humility, will result in huge levels of frustration.
Many parents shrug their shoulders and say—the child has a choice—but if we have
hampered their development, we will have set them off on the “wrong pathway”—how will
they know where to turn too?
The consequences of this level of sin is extreme!
Proverbs 19:26 “26 He who does violence to his father and chases away his mother is a
son who causes shame and brings reproach.”
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Proverbs 20:20 “20 Whoever curses his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out
in complete darkness.”
One of the most divisive plans of satan is to rob a family of its legacy - all the more reason
to diligently guard the relationship between parent and child. As soon as there is division
between parent and child at this level, we can be assured that not only is the Godly legacy
lost, but we can confirm that the “satanic” legacy of abuse / pain will be instituted.
It is no wonder that God’s plan is that this process be reversed:
Malachi 4:6 “6 And he shall turn and reconcile the hearts of the [estranged] fathers to
the [ungodly] children, and the hearts of the [rebellious] children to [the piety of] their
fathers [a reconciliation produced by repentance of the ungodly], lest I come and smite the
land with a curse and a ban of utter destruction.”
It however, takes a “father and son” who are committed to walk with each other through all
circumstances to make this prophetic word come true. If we do so, we will be blessed.
Reconciliation is a long process.
1. In the first place we need to begin to communicate.
2. Secondly, we need to build trust again—and this takes years.
Disappointment as a child will be etched into the memory, and only repeated acts of
promises being kept will gradually reverse this memory. Unfortunately, the church that
preaches grace and that God fixes all things expects these memories to be removed
immediately and often causes more damage when they imply that the child does not have
faith to believe in God’s power.
Proverbs 17:6 “6 Children’s children are the crown of old men, and the glory of children
is their fathers.”

Connect the Heritage of the Older Generation with the Vision of the
Future of the Younger Generation:
Parents who do not receive God’s wisdom and discernment in the process / ways of
releasing a mature son into this world will cut off this relationship.
Fathers have learnt some lessons in life—Sons should not have to make the same
mistakes as the father—but is takes a parent with “wisdom” to find a way to reveal that
lesson without “telling” the child. If we fail in this process, the child looses his heritage, i.e.
he has no real foundation.
T
he Bible has many examples of negative generational patterns. The most famous of these
is the bloodline of Y’shua / Jesus Himself
If you read the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 you will see that there are people included
such as Rahab, Ruth the Moabite, and so forth, and yet Y’shua / Jesus is able to break
that negative pattern and to define a new Godly pattern.
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In a sense, the father who does not provide this heritage:
•

Ensures that his children go through the same life lessons as he did.

•

Leaves the child open to the curse of rejection and loneliness; the resultant issues
will be many, for example, pride, hurt, rebellion, and so forth.

The father has no portion of the legacy that the child creates, whether this is in the
physical (material) or in the spiritual domain:

Again, I emphasize, the way we must walk is such that the wisdom / experience of the
parent is used to lift up the child so that his energy, vision, and so forth, can be realized.
The connection of the heritage (wisdom) with the energy / vision of the child will result in
the realization of the 1000-fold generational blessing being realized:
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How do we ensure that we join the hearts of the father and sons?
-

The older generation need to recognize the wrong actions that were role modelled,
wrong teachings, attitudes and ways, and then repent towards the children.

-

The parents and the children must jointly commit to search for the family
generational legacy with God at the centre.

-

The family must collectively work towards a plan of searching for God’s purpose,
measuring how far the parents have come and begin the process of planning the son’s
path to fulfil God’s destiny.
E.g. Abraham received the promise, but Jacob realized the fullness of the blessing
when the nation stood before God at Mount Sinai.

A servant-leader father will do anything to see his son / daughter go further / higher than
he was able. In practical terms—this does not mean that we must “give” money—instead,
it includes constant loving support, mentoring talks, making the burdens of life easier by
providing for the education of the grandchildren, by serving in whatever capacity is
needed.

Biblical Principle: A Godly Home is “like” the Garden of Eden
I return to the Book of Genesis. “In the beginning.” We find the story of the Garden of
Eden and for most of us that is what it is. We need to realize that God has given man and
woman the opportunity to create a Godly home – a place of Heaven on earth.
Adam and Eve exercised their freedom of obedience to eat from the wrong tree.
We, as parents are put into a unique position of having been “born-again into the
Abrahamic Covenant,” and filled with the Holy Spirit.
We are placed in the position where we once again can make this choice – certainly not in
the same dimension, but in principle. And the choice is ours -do we want to try to
make our marriage / home into a replica of the Garden?
God gives us a Covenantal space called a marriage and a home. Within this space both
the Tree of Life and the tree of knowledge are planted. Joshua, once he has defeated
all of the kings in the land of Canaan, and is old, comes to stand in front of the people
where he challenges them with this exact same question:
“You must choose who you will serve—as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD”
We, the parents, choose which lifestyle we are going to uphold as a role model to the
children:
The Tree of Life is the Torah / Word of God and the principles set out for us to follow. A
parent will show love, values, a better life, blessing and love for my neighbour.
Importantly, this is not about knowledge of the WORD—it is all about the practical
application of the principles in our daily walk.
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•

Malachi tells us you measure it in:
JUSTICE, COMPASSION AND HUMILITY

•

Paul tells us in Galatians that you measure it in:
THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

The tree of knowledge is the pursuit of the intellect, “what can I get”, “what does this mean
to me”, “I need to be ‘better than’ you”, “How far behind are the others”.
As parents, we should be encouraging our children to understand that:
-

My public

- And my private life is ONE.
I should only be making a decision once I
have satisfied myself that I have the
answers to two questions:
•

What will it mean for me?

•

How will it affect those who come
after me?

We need to teach our children that man is
like a tree planted in a field.
-

We have our roots in the past.

-

We are of the past although we don’t
live in the past.

-

Only the root can get the sap to give the future.

We are connected to our generations.
If we eat, but do not replant, we do not have food for tomorrow, i.e. we leave the world
“void” and “desolate” – i.e. we have lived a meaningless existence.
We must plant faith, plough in our GODLY attitudes, habits and prune our works of
obedience in order that we manifest God’s purpose, by producing more and better fruit.
We must teach the principle of generational blessing, direction and hope.
•

Abraham believed that God was uniquely Creator.

•

Moses was able to build on this to dream of freedom and law.

•

David was able to see a world of redemptive hope.

•

Paul was able to build on this foundation and principle of One New Man / One
Olive Tree.

•

The disciples were able to spread the gospel by faith.
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We see an ever-increasing flow, pushing on in one direction to the Glory of Y’shua /
Jesus.

We can’t have this redemption without hope in Abraham and faith in the Cross of Calvary.
We can’t live in the present without a connection to the past, to Abraham. Paul tells us that
there are amazing lessons to be leant from the father figures of the Bible—the same holds
true of my family. Without roots we search for acceptance.
As parents we know that it will take a long time to see whether the “good” exceeds the evil,
i.e. for the Fruit of the Spirit to show or not. A practical example is – we plant a tree—it will
take 5-6 years before it bears fruit—only then will you start to see the result of the work.
Now consider this, if you have planted some “wrong” behaviour—how deeply rooted do
you think it is?
The real test of a father and a mother is therefore whether the grandchildren are
righteous or not.
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REBECCA, ESAU AND JACOB
Rebecca had two boys:
Esau and Jacob. Both became nations – one, (Jacob), was planted by a river, while Esau
is like chaff blown away by the wind.
I started off with the analogy that the Tree of Life is the Torah / Word.
Parents today are called, just like Abraham, to “lech lecha” – go forth and take your
Promised Land.
If we accept that we have God’s Word / Divine Truth planted in the midst of our home /
marriage, then we have everything that we need.
In another sense we have the “Ark of the Covenant” which contained God’s Torah inside of
our hearts (if we have circumcised our hearts) to guide us.
In this broken world, parents – just like Noah – are called to build an “ark” of safety for their
children.
-

People will laugh.

-

The days of waiting may seem long.

But it will all seem worthwhile if someday a dove will come with a fresh olive branch in its
mouth to show you that the Word of God has taken root.
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INFLUENCE OF THE WORLD SYSTEM
The content of this book is clearly based on Biblical principles. While many people read
this and exercise a choice to begin to travel down this path, they remain caught up in the
mindset of the world. The Greco-Roman thought processes have been drummed into our
minds from an early age and we now react without so much as a second thought.
We need to renew our minds until we automatically think in a new pattern. I will illustrate
how foreign this Greco-Roman pattern is in relation to the Biblical roots, and will use the
“elephant” and its habits as an analogy to challenge our current thinking paths.
I am not equating man to an elephant, I am suggesting that God put the elephant on this
earth and we can use the basic “instincts” of their lifestyle to see what God’s plan is for
man who was made as “ruler” and therefore should show evidence of a higher order of
intellect.
1) LEADERSHIP / GOVERNANCE / STRUCTURE
Greco-Roman Model:
Leadership is seen as a position of power and authority – those at the top of the pile
rule those at the bottom who are the workers.
Examples of this style vary from the monarchy / king to that of Dictator. Power is seldom
shared; any loss of power is seen as a major setback. An example from nature would be
the pride of lions, where the male eats, but seldom hunts. Within this thinking, we never
have enough – it seems that to be “bigger” is best.
Biblical model:
The parents, (specifically the father), are
called to be a servant-leader. He would be
setting the example of impacting the family
and the community. His leadership will be
transparent, peer and Godly behaviour would
be recognized, and all who follow him will be
consulted. He retains the responsibility for
the final decision but his followers will have
faith because of his steadfastness and
integrity.
A Jewish saying:
“If a man’s deeds exceed his wisdom,
His wisdom endures,
But if his wisdom exceeds his deeds,
Then his wisdom will not endure.”
What the sages are saying is that if a man’s deeds in the public can be seen as
exceptional, i.e. his actions match his words (i.e. he practises what he preaches), then his
followers will take his words to heart.
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On the other hand, nobody will believe a man whose words are merely “hot air”.
I.e. my action = my love for my family.
The Elephant:
The elephants live in a very structural community.
made up of the sisters, aunts, and babies.

The group (lead by a Matriarch) is

The group interacts and mingle with other groups. Caring for each other is a common trait
and the whole family looks after babies.
The leader remains unchallenged until death. They do not fight for power. The leader
reacts to challenges / situations with a purpose of always ensuring the group’s safety.
2) RELATIONSHIP / VALUES
Greco-Roman Model:
The model looks – from an early age – to have the child understand that those who are
first in the class, captain of the team, head prefect and Managing Director of the
company are the most “successful” people.
Teams are built of the “right / best” people with one purpose in mind – TO WIN! The next
generation are trained in this “warfare” to become the next predator. Only the strongest
survive in this model – the weak are eliminated.
Secrecy, favouritism, class and gender division as well as empires are the principles that
govern any relationship. People are valued only while they produce / perform.
The real motives are more often than normal, covered by a mask.
Biblical model:
The Godly family has its basic value in the family unit’s well being and happiness. Effort is
made to ensure that we are:
-

kind and considerate

-

gentle

-

generous

-

co-operative

-

trustful
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We would make sure that we are ensuring equality amongst all men. The father would
give away power, i.e. to be a servant and to make sure that the family bonds are
strengthened in all circumstances.
A Jewish saying is:
“If I am for myself only, what am I,
if not now, when?”
Basically, the Rabbi’s of old are saying that if I only consider myself, and do nothing for the
sake of my neighbour, then what will be my value? They also go on to say if I don’t do
anything for others now – when will I ever do it?
Every opportunity to help my neighbour that is passed by cannot be retrieved – it is lost
forever in time.
The Elephant:
The elephant lives in a community of love,
each one of the older elephants will reach out
to touch, help, and nurture a new-born baby.
As they support each other, they prosper and
flourish.
The elephant is a highly co-operative animal.
Their size makes one think that they will
dominate, however they:
1)show compassion and harmony in the group
-they pay tribute to the dead
-they have a greeting ceremony when they
meet an old friend.
-they wallow in the mud to protect their skin but
also to touch each other as an act of social interface.
2) they are community builders:
-

they provide water for all by digging wells.

-

they create roads for others to walk on

-

they are gardeners as they fertilize the soil to be regenerated.

-

They provide food for others.

They give more than they take!!
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3) WORK ETHIC / VISION
Greco Roman Model:
The pre-dominant thinking in this model is that I have to be in control. We would want the
biggest pay, highest job title. Common principles or belief statements would include:
-

The lazy don’t eat.

-

He who holds the gold makes the rules

-

Toughness is a means to an end.

A common behaviour would be manifested in high levels of stress, and the focus that I
can’t get enough – i.e. very little thought is put into a concern for the next generation.
Biblical model:
This model is based on the Godly principle
that each family of every tribe would be
allotted his own piece of land. In addition,
the year of jubilee principle ensures that
land bonded, is returned to the next
generation.
The value system of the
family is to understand that we have a
mission / calling, but with the sense of
duty and we can have fun and be flexible.
A Jewish saying is:
“Love labour;
Hate mastery;
Do not seek familiarly with authorities.”
The Sages tell us that the Covenant at Mount Sinai brought us two things:
-

Work

-

The Torah

We would therefore place great value on work:

Exodus 20:9 “9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work…”
We should strive to ensure that all men are free and that we should not seek position of
power in the government as this can take our focus off the important things in life.
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The Elephant:
The elephant is huge, walks with a strange
“trot”, but can cover forty kilometers per day.
They have an incredible power of balance –
i.e. can stand on their two back legs to reach
into the trees for food and can pick a small
tuft of grass delicately with that huge trunk.
They will work together for the benefit of all
in the group.
4) COMMUNICATION
Greco-Roman Model:
The Greco-Roman model works on the principle that information is power.
Power in two ways:
-

Information is only shared on a need to know basis, i.e. people will need me because
of what I have accumulated.
OR

-

Information is shared freely with our interpretation and embellishments to put others at
a disadvantage.

In both methods, the information is used to intimidate, to pressurize and to control others.
Self-praise and honour are the rewards of this communication process.
Biblical Model:
The Biblical model functions on the principle that there is connectively through all of the
family structure, so that all parties are placed onto an equal platform.
Information is shared in openness but in honesty, i.e. personal issues are not discussed
unless the concerned parties are present. Privacy is respected as a sign of honouring a
person’s values, while conflict is addressed constructively.
The Jewish saying is:
“Let your house be a meeting place for sages, sit in the midst of the dust of their feet,
drink in their words with thirst.”
The Rabbi’s of old teach we should to open our home to the Torah teacher and listen
intently to what they say and then apply this as if you are extremely thirsty. A wise man will
ensure that the communication within the family is words of encouragement, life and
blessing.
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The Elephant:
Communication is constant, the trunk vibrates as a transmitter / receiver and can record
smells, etc. up to twelve kilometers away. The transmitter creates an “air tremble”, i.e. a
form of ultrasound. Elephants who are affected / hurt in some way, i.e. touching an electric
fence, will warn all others, i.e. they learn from the incident.
COMMANDMENT TO BUILD THE FOUNDATION OF ADULTHOOD IN YOUR CHILD
•

God places this awesome responsibility on the parents to raise their children in His
(God’s) ways.

Deuteronomy 6:7 “7 You shall whet and sharpen them so as to make them penetrate,
and teach and impress them diligently upon the [minds and] hearts of your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down and when you rise up.”

•

The time-line of 13 years is given to ensure a balanced individual at the end of that
time. Fathers and Mothers each have very specific parts / roles to play and jointly
have the final responsibility to produce a “son / daughter of the Covenant”.

Discipleship:
The father usually is busy with the process of establishing his business or career at the
same time that his children are going through this phase of preparation for adulthood.
The calling to disciple the child must always take utmost priority. God promises us that if
we focus on His calling / values first, then the “things” of the world will be added unto us.
“Seek first the Kingdom of God…”
If a father takes time to define the attributes of a Godly man as well as the attributes of an
ungodly man, he will realize that his influence in discipleship is critical.
Attributes of a Godly man:
- “a good eye, a humble spirit and a lowly soul.”
An explanation of this saying is:
-

A good eye is someone who is satisfied with his position in life – he is not striving
to achieve a higher position in society.

-

A humble spirit speaks for itself but reveals strength of character and inner peace.

-

A lowly soul means that the person has come to a place where his values are so
well established that he can avoid / withstand the temptations of this world.
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God’s promise:
Proverbs 8:21 “21 That I may cause those who love Me to inherit [true] riches and that I
may fill their treasuries.”
Attributes of an ungodly man:
-

An evil eye means someone who is full of envy and lusts over the position /
possession of other.

-

A haughty spirit means that we are full of pride and arrogance.

-

A proud soul means that we are ruled by the flesh.

We can see that this path leads to death – surely that is not my desire as a parent?
Proverbs 8:36 “36 But he who misses Me or sins against Me wrongs and injures himself;
all who hate Me love and court death.”
The art of discipleship is not easy, is certainly not a formula that can be applied to all
children with the expectation that we would get a consistent result.
Part of the role of the father is to discern the nature and aptitude of each child. He then
has to adapt each life lesson in such a way so that he ensures that each child reaches
maturity. The fact that the outcomes are tailor-made for each child, means that the father
needs to make sure that the role model “experience” is valid for all, but are lived without
contradiction so that each child can benefit and grow.
The Rabbi’s of old tell us that there are four types of disciples: “Those who are like a
sponge, a funnel, a strainer and a sieve.”
So what does this mean?
- The sponge sucks up everything without any
attempt to separate the pure from the impure –
this child does not use his intellect to
challenge the teaching in any way and has
trouble distinguishing between Godly and
ungodly principles.
This student is quick to grasp a concept but
equally quick to forget them – each concept is
replaced by the one they hear next. This child
is easily swayed by the winds of pressure
from peer groups.
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-A funnel gobbles up everything it sees but
lets it out slowly at the other end –this student
listens to everything with interest, but fails to
focus to retain that which are valuable life
lessons.
He is slow to grasp the concepts but quickly
forgets the important principle because he
fails to commit them to obedience / practice.
This student must work hard / diligently to
retain the basic essential values.
- The strainer is the student that takes in
information slowly, but equally slowly forgets. Just as fast as we teach a principle, so it is
forgotten. This student remembers that which is relevant for life skills. This child must
work steadily and consistently in order for the important values to become embedded in
his mind.
- A sieve is the student that takes in everything quickly, slowly works his way through the
teaching, sifting the fine flour from the coarse flour to retain the wholesomeness of the
Torah – that which is left behind is good, full of nourishment and is the bread of life.

The Mentorship Role
The education of the child is the responsibility of the parents. Irrespective of the input that
a child will get from teachers, pastors, etc. these helpers may never usurp the parent’s
role.
We need people who have become specialists in their field of expertise to provide input
and support into our children’s lives. These skills / talents / calling include:
•

Information – knowledge

•

Wisdom – life skills

•

Values

•

Team lessons (there are some lessons that are only really learnt on the sports field)

•

Culture

Ideas / concepts / principles need to be established within the family into a lifestyle
established by example / discipleship.
Some people groupings / tribes etc. determine the “pass out” parade to be one of physical
strength and endurance.
We, of the Biblical community, choose to establish this “pass out” parade based on our
child’s ability to be spiritually able and responsible to function as a valued member in our
community.
LOOK AT WHAT GOD CREATED AND FIND IT GOOD!
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We have expressed the need to educate with care, to role model with wisdom, to pass on
experience with humility.
Many parents think that telling them what to do, discipline, and strict rules will do the trick.
The Bible thinks in a different language. We will always have incidents between children,
between children and parents. It does not matter what the event is that sets off the
disagreement.
What matters is how we resolve these.
We need to set the correct benchmark – we explain / we demonstrate acceptable
behavior.
We need to ensure that reconciliation is sought and forgiveness is given.
We need to follow up to ensure that wounded emotions are healed—by showing that we
care.
We need to define consequences for wrongs that are appropriate for the age of the
child, maturity level, and so forth.
We need to react to the child within the framework of their God-given gifts and talents so
that our actions—to teach, to discipline, to encourage, and to restore, are meaningful 2.

THE FRUIT OF THE YOKE OF THE KINGDOM SHOULD BE:
If the father is confident that he has educated his children in the ways of God so that they
will continue in these ways while they mature further, then he only has the responsibility
(mitzvah 3) of reproving them when they act and speak contrary to God’s Will and Purpose.
We would look for our children to have:
1. Self respect

2.

•

Acceptance of himself

•

Acceptance of their ability

Respect for others

As parents we would have to achieve this if our child has developed a firm foundation and
understanding of the following:

2	
  Please	
  see	
  our	
  teaching	
  on	
  Nurturing	
  Principles	
  in	
  Raising	
  a	
  Godly	
  Family

	
  	
  hCp://www.kanaanministries.org/downloads/?did=365

3	
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  loving	
  ones	
  neighbour	
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•

Reverence for God

•

Righteousness to man

•

Responsibility for himself

SHOULD PARENTS KEEP (THE-YOKE-OF-THE-KINGDOM) PRINCIPLE GOING IN
TODAY’S TIMES?
We exist for these following reasons:
a) So that the Word / Spirit of God can be shown to all the nations—our lifestyle
choices should reflect the Glory of God.
Isaiah 19: 19-20 “19 In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land
of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord at its border. 20 And it will be a sign and a witness to
the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to the Lord because of oppressors,
and He will send them a Savior, even a Mighty One, and He will deliver them.
Isaiah 11: 1-2 “1 AND THERE shall come forth a Shoot out of the stock of Jesse [David’s
father], and a Branch out of his roots shall grow and bear fruit.
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him—the Spirit of Wisdom and
Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of the
Reverential and Obedient fear of the Lord—
b) So that all can be blessed—my actions should impact the entire community, including
the “strangers” that live in our midst.
Genesis 12: 2, 3 “2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you [with
abundant increase of favors] and make your name famous and distinguished, and you will
be a blessing [dispensing good to others]. 3 And I will bless those who bless you [who
confer prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him who curses or uses insolent
language toward you; in you will all the families and kindred of the earth be blessed
[and by you they will bless themselves].”
“My Spirit which is upon thee” (Ezekiel 36: 27 & Matt. 12: 18)
The only way in which we can be a blessing is living according to the Spirit / Word of God
showing that God must be loved and obeyed.

Matthew 12: 18 “18 Behold, My Servant Whom I have chosen, My Beloved in and with
Whom My soul is well pleased and has found its delight. I will put My Spirit upon Him, and
He shall proclaim and show forth justice to the nations.”
God makes a Covenantal promise that we will continue to exist, that our Messianic
purpose / destiny will give us value.
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Jeremiah 31:35-36 “35 Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for a light by day and the
fixed order of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, Who stirs up the sea’s roaring
billows or stills the waves when they roar—the Lord of hosts is His name:
36 If these ordinances [of fixed order] depart from before Me, says the Lord, then the
posterity of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before Me throughout the ages.”
At the end of the period of initiation we should be able to declare / proclaim our value /
principles to the Body of Messiah:
“ am proud to be a Believer. I will fulfill God’s calling on my life. I will use every gift /
talent / ability placed inside of me by God to set an example:
•

of a pure personal life

•

of a good marriage

•

of a good parent

•

of an honorable business life.”

Receiving the Yoke of the Kingdom means:
•

To have received the yoke of the
Covenant

•

To have a clear sense of destiny,
purpose

•

To have reached emotional stability.

•

To accept Godly leadership

•

To be prepared to walk in obedience to God’s Commandments.

•

To commune with God through prayer in your own right.

The son / daughter has to accept responsibility for and the consequences of their
decisions or choices and the father will respect him / her as an equal.
The father can give direction and advice, etc. but he no longer carries the responsibility
for the son / daughter’s spiritual health.

The Goal we Aim At
The role model that we need to follow is Y’shua’s / Jesus’ lifestyle. To this end we find that
His Life is the goal to which every righteous believer must strive.
Romans 10:4 “for Yeshua is the goal of the Torah for Righeousness to all who believe.”

43

1) Y’shua / Jesus is accepted as Son:
Luke 2: 41-47 “His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.
42 And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom
of the feast. 43 When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered
behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it;
44 but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought
Him among their relatives and acquaintances.
45 So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46 Now so it
was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,
both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were
astonished at His understanding and answers.
The evidence that He is accepted as
Son:
Matthew 3: 16 – 17: “16 And when Jesus
was baptized, He went up at once out of
the water; and behold, the heavens were
opened, and he (John) saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and alighting
on Him.17 And behold, a voice from
heaven said, This is My Son, My
Beloved, in Whom I delight!”
The evidence that He fulfilled His
prophetic calling:
Hebrews 5: 8 - 10: “8 Although He was a Son, He learned [active, special] obedience
through what He suffered And, [His completed experience] making Him perfectly
[equipped], He became the Author and Source of eternal salvation to all those who
give heed and obey Him, Being designated and recognized and saluted by God as High
Priest after the order (with the rank) of Melchizedek.”
2) The Characteristics of a Righteous Man:
We are to study the Bible in order to establish what God expects of a parent so that they
can role model God’s Nature to the children.
As we study Psalm 1 and Psalm 112, we find a picture of a righteous man – this becomes
our goal in life:
1. A blessed Righteous man will reveal two important attributes:
a) He will fear God and meditate on the WORD day and night.
Psalm 1:2b “...on His law (the precepts, the instructions, the teachings of God) he
habitually meditates (ponders and studies) by day and by night.”
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Psalm 112:1a “1 PRAISE THE Lord! (Hallelujah!) Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied)
is the man who fears (reveres and worships) the Lord…”
He feeds on the Word to grow spiritually:
1 Peter 2:1-3 “1 SO BE done with every trace of wickedness (depravity, malignity) and all
deceit and insincerity (pretense, hypocrisy) and grudges (envy, jealousy) and slander and
evil speaking of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies you should crave (thirst for, earnestly
desire) the pure (unadulterated) spiritual milk, that by it you may be nurtured and grow
unto [completed] salvation, 3 Since you have [already] tasted the goodness and kindness
of the Lord.”
b) He will have great delight in keeping God’s Commandments - he will be happy to
have the principles of the Bible as his benchmark in life.
Psalm 1:2a “2 But his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord…”
He makes this lifestyle his everyday conduct—it becomes second nature—it becomes his
character traits.
James 1:22-27 “22 But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely
listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth].
23 For if anyone only listens to the Word without obeying it and being a doer of it, he is like
a man who looks carefully at his [own] natural face in a mirror; 24 For he thoughtfully
observes himself, and then goes off and promptly forgets what he was like. 25 But he who
looks carefully into the faultless law, the [law] of liberty, and is faithful to it and perseveres
in looking into it, being not a heedless listener who forgets but an active doer [who obeys],
he shall be blessed in his doing (his life of obedience). 26 If anyone thinks himself to be
religious (piously observant of the external duties of his faith) and does not bridle his
tongue but deludes his own heart, this person’s religious service is worthless (futile,
barren). 27 External religious worship [religion as it is expressed in outward acts] that is
pure and unblemished in the sight of God the Father is this: to visit and help and care for
the orphans and widows in their affliction and need, and to keep oneself unspotted and
uncontaminated from the world.”
He makes the Torah his standard of life—by this I mean that he seeks to apply the Biblical
Commandments in a way that they are not acts of ritual but that they have practical /
spiritual application in today’s world.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 “16 Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and
profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and
discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to
God’s will in thought, purpose, and action), 17 So that the man of God may be complete
and proficient, well fitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
2. A righteous man will reveal the fruit of his faith, worship, and study of the
Word. He will be like tree planted at a river.
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Psalm 1:3 “3 And he shall be like a tree firmly planted [and tended] by the streams of
water, ready to bring forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall not fade or wither; and
everything he does shall prosper [and come to maturity].”
John 15:1-8 “1 I AM the True Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. 2 Any branch in Me
that does not bear fruit [that stops bearing] He cuts away (trims off, takes away); and He
cleanses and repeatedly prunes every branch that continues to bear fruit, to make it bear
more and richer and more excellent fruit. 3 You are cleansed and pruned already,
because of the word which I have given you [the teachings I have discussed with you]. 4
Dwell in Me, and I will dwell in you. [Live in Me, and I will live in you.] Just as no branch
can bear fruit of itself without abiding in (being vitally united to) the vine, neither can you
bear fruit unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the Vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives
in Me and I in him bears much (abundant) fruit. However, apart from Me [cut off from vital
union with Me] you can do nothing.6 If a person does not dwell in Me, he is thrown out like
a [broken-off] branch, and withers; such branches are gathered up and thrown into the fire,
and they are burned. 7 If you live in Me [abide vitally united to Me] and My words remain in
you and continue to live in your hearts, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you.
8 When you bear (produce) much fruit, My Father is honored and glorified, and you show
and prove yourselves to be true followers of Mine.”
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The image created here seems to suggest a single tree, but the terminology “river of
water” refers to a field, which has been divided into many sections where many small
channels / furrows are used to irrigate.
3. A righteous man will exhibit a Godly character.
We see that this man will have developed the following attributes:
- He will be a monument to God.

Psalm 112:6 “6 He will not be moved forever; the [uncompromisingly] righteous (the
upright, in right standing with God) shall be in everlasting remembrance.”
-

He will be graciousness

-

He will be full of compassion

-

He will be a light in the darkness.

Psalm 112:4 “4 Light arises in the darkness for the upright, gracious, compassionate,
and just [who are in right standing with God].”
He will walk in truth:
Proverbs 4:18 “18 But the path of the [uncompromisingly] just and righteous is like the
light of dawn, that shines more and more (brighter and clearer) until [it reaches its full
strength and glory in] the perfect day [to be prepared].”

1 John 1: 7 “7 But if we [really] are living and walking in the Light, as He [Himself] is in
the Light, we have [true, unbroken] fellowship with one another,
- He will be one who lends to the poor
- He will be one who exercises discretion, i.e. he will be a good business man because
he has the right principle and faith in himself he will prosper.
Psalm 112:3 “3 Prosperity and welfare are in his house, and his righteousness endures
forever.”
4. A righteous man will have a blessed family, because he has faith to stand against
evil, i.e. trusting in God that his son / daughter will be blessed.
Psalm 112:8b “8 His heart is established and steady, he will not be afraid while he waits
to see his desire established upon his adversaries.”
Psalm 112:2 “2 His [spiritual] offspring shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the
upright shall be blessed.”

47

PRACTICAL STEPS FOR A FATHER AND MOTHER TO FOLLOW TO
ENSURE THAT THE HERITAGE OF THE PAST IS CATAPULTED INTO
THE GENERATIONAL BLESSING OF THE FUTURE
There is a joint responsibility with both Father and Mother. The parents joined together as
two halves that would become one whole. They have different characteristics and gifts
that together form the “image of God”
Both have critical elements of leadership and relational / emotional maturity matters that
must be passed on to the child successfully.
Both parents must be fully involved in the entire process.
The parents must seek to allow a child to be presented as a ”mature” individual who
will strive to meet their calling and potential.
a) The parents are required to ensure that the home becomes a sanctuary. We are told
that life on earth should be as it is in Heaven:
Matthew 6:10 “10 Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.”
We see that our Heavenly Father has a plan that we should live in the Presence of God.
The earthly father must reveal God’s character to his children.
The Jewish people say “Avenu Malkenu” meaning: “our Father, our King” – God is always
a FATHER in the first place.
The Garden of Eden was home to Adam
and Eve – it was a place of worship,
relationship, intimacy and peace. This is
what our home should be!!
A home therefore has to become a:
- place of worship
- place of study
- place of companionship / intimacy
- place of safety.

The mother has a very important job,
namely, to make sure that the home is a joyous, comfortable place where her love can
cover all of the hurts of the child.
b) The father has a role to study God’s Word, meditate on the practical implications, and
then to role model the practical outflowing of God’s love and mercy to his own
children.
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Zechariah. 8:16 “16 These are the things that you shall do: speak every man the truth
with his neighbor; render the truth and pronounce the judgment or verdict that
makes for peace in [the courts at] your gates.”
We see that every time we do God’s Will in obedience and in the public, i.e. as a lifestyle /
role model, we are busy building monuments of righteousness for our children to see and
follow. When they see that what we do in public is the same as what we do at home, we
establish a firm foundation of values.
A Jewish saying is:
“Be bold as a leopard,
Light as an eagle,
Swift as a deer,
Mighty as a lion,
To do the will of your Father in Heaven.”
This so clearly describes our role model lifestyle:
-

Leopard: we should be quick to realize that we don’t have all the answers and then
be the first to ask others to explain the things you do not understand.

-

Eagle: we should continuously, without respite, subject ourselves to rigorous analysis
to establish if we are on the right track and to distance ourselves from sin.

-

Deer: we should be light-footed and nimble in our pursuit to obey God’s
Commandments.

-

Lion: we should aggressively renew our minds to conquer self / passions with the
new principle so that we don’t revert back to old thinking patterns.

The Words of a Father
God takes the words / deeds of a father and fashions them to form the key that
unlocks a son / daughter’s destiny.
What words of life have you proclaimed over your son / daughter?
- A young man that learns from the older / gray-headed generation, experiences a
sweetness / fullness that the maturity of life has experienced - the deeper lessons of
practical and spiritual life takes a while to develop and needs time to be savored and
enjoyed.

Proverbs 20:29 “29 The glory of young men is their strength, and the beauty of old
men is their gray head [suggesting wisdom and experience].”
Proverbs 20:7 “7 The righteous man walks in his integrity; blessed (happy, fortunate,
enviable) are his children after him.”
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Job 32:7-8 “7 I said, Age should speak, and a multitude of years should teach wisdom
[so let it be heard]. 8 But there is [a vital force] a spirit [of intelligence] in man, and the
breath of the Almighty gives men understanding.
Psalm 104:15 “15 And wine that gladdens the heart of man, to make his face shine more
than oil, and bread to support, refresh, and strengthen man’s heart.”
These lessons for the child should not be a burden, but serving God should be a delight.
We recently as a family spent a week in Jerusalem. Almost every evening we would go
down to the “old” city and more specifically to the Western Wall. I will never forget two
incidents that I witnessed there one night:
1) A group of men arrived to pray at the wall each with their young sons between three
to six years old. The boys said short prayers and then “played” hide and seek while
they waited for the fathers to finish their prayers.
2) The other instance was a father who put his son of three or four years old onto a
chair, and while others worshipped God loudly and with intent, he calmly sat there
and taught his son the prayers.
Every action of love, integrity and honour leads to a reaction – our children are built on the
foundation of Biblical values.
This calling to study, live and teach is so blessed that we see that:
a) To disobey will lead us to serve our enemy:

Deuteronomy 28:47-48 “47 Because you did not serve the Lord your God with
joyfulness of [mind and] heart [in gratitude] for the abundance of all [with which He had
blessed you], 48 Therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord shall send
against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and in want of all things; and He will put a
yoke of iron upon your neck until He has destroyed you.”
b) To obey this Commandment will lead to bless us so much that others will work for
us:
Isaiah 61: 5-6 “5 Aliens shall stand [ready] and feed your flocks, and foreigners shall
be your plowmen and your vinedressers.
6 But you shall be called the priests of the Lord; people will speak of you as the
ministers of our God.
We must also understand that it is never too early to start with this training. The Western
world regards a child as being unable to learn / understand Godly concepts until they are
much older, i.e. only when they can debate in “adult” terms. This is so wrong it’s too
late!
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A Jewish saying:
“He who learns as a child is like ink on new paper;
He who learns as an old man is like ink written on blotted paper.”
AND
“He who learns from the aged is like one who eats ripe grapes and drinks old wine.”
What are they saying?
•

Ink on new paper is clear and does not easily rub off – the lessons learned when
you are young are imprinted in the mind and never forgotten.

•

Ink on blotted paper causes the letters to be blurred – lessons learned in old age
are not easily absorbed and our mind needs to meditate on a principle for forty days
or else we forget.

The lesson from the parent is as good as aged wine; its taste is full of flavour.
c) The parents have a role to play in role modeling, honest and transparent social
interaction.
A father needs to affirm the children in respect of:
•

their worth,

•

their value,

•

their gifts,

in order for them to develop self-confidence.
The Mother provides the softer emotional needs, i.e. they can easily pick up on the
hurts and offences and raise these in the family meeting to be resolved.
The Mother also gives the warmth and care and support as the children face new trials.
She will be quick to teach the children to forgive, to endure and to reach out to each
other.
A small child can easily begin to think that the world revolves around him – the
mother will ensure that he realizes that he must respect, help and even serve the family
and community.

Proverbs 14:1 “1 EVERY WISE woman builds her house, but the foolish one tears it
down with her own hands.”
d) The parents must guide the child into his God-given purpose and occupation, i.e.
teaches their son to provide for himself and his own family.
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The father must be vigilant / diligent in studying each child to determine what talents
and gifts have been placed by God in the child.
He must then go diligently about the process of creating the desire, teaching / enabling
the talents to be developed before releasing his children in their purpose.
e) The father and mother must create a home where prayer, worship and communion
are daily routines.
Daily prayers, spiritual warfare, weekly communion and spiritual insight into God’s time
memorials (Feasts) will be foundational stones in the path of discipleship of a child.
f) The father and mother must instill the values and purposes of a Godly marriage
into their children.
They need to learn that man and woman are equal before God as God created the first
person in His Image.
Genesis 1:27 “27 So God created man in His own image, in the image and likeness of
God He created him; male and female He created them.”
I.e. together man and woman combine to form a single unit. It is in this unity that God
blesses mankind.
They need to accept that each one has unique but different potential and that they should
be developing this potential for the utmost so that the “oneness” reaches its highest goal.
Men must learn to release women into the fullness of the potential and call in their
purpose. And therefore must be able to live with the expectation that a woman will be able
to function to the fullest extent described in Proverbs below.
Proverbs 12:4 “4 A virtuous and worthy wife [earnest and strong in character] is a
crowning joy to her husband, but she who makes him ashamed is as rottenness in his
bones.”
Proverbs 31:10-31
“10 A capable,
intelligent, and virtuous woman—who is he
who can find her? She is far more precious
than jewels and her value is far above
rubies or pearls. 11 The heart of her
husband trusts in her confidently and relies
on and believes in her securely, so that he
has no lack of [honest] gain or need of
[dishonest] spoil. 12 She comforts,
encourages, and does him only good as
long as there is life within her. 13 She
seeks out wool and flax and works with
willing hands [to develop it]. 14 She is like
the merchant ships loaded with foodstuffs;
she brings her household’s food from a far
[country].
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15 She rises while it is yet night and gets [spiritual] food for her household and assigns her
maids their tasks. 16 She considers a [new] field before she buys or accepts it [expanding
prudently and not courting neglect of her present duties by assuming other duties]; with
her savings [of time and strength] she plants fruitful vines in her vineyard. [S. of Sol. 8:12.]
17 She girds herself with strength [spiritual, mental, and physical fitness for her God-given
task] and makes her arms strong and firm. 18 She tastes and sees that her gain from work
[with and for God] is good; her lamp goes not out, but it burns on continually through the
night [of trouble, privation, or sorrow, warning away fear, doubt, and distrust]. 19 She lays
her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. 20 She opens her hand to the
poor, yes, she reaches out her filled hands to the needy [whether in body, mind, or spirit].
21 She fears not the snow for her family, for all her household are doubly clothed in
scarlet. 22 She makes for herself coverlets, cushions, and rugs of tapestry. Her clothing is
of linen, pure and fine, and of purple [such as that of which the clothing of the priests and
the hallowed cloths of the temple were made]. 23 Her husband is known in the [city’s]
gates, when he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes fine linen garments and
leads others to buy them; she delivers to the merchants girdles [or sashes that free one up
for service]. 25 Strength and dignity are her clothing and her position is strong and secure;
she rejoices over the future [the latter day or time to come, knowing that she and her
family are in readiness for it]! 26 She opens her mouth in skillful and godly Wisdom, and
on her tongue is the law of kindness [giving counsel and instruction]. 27 She looks well to
how things go in her household, and the bread of idleness (gossip, discontent, and selfpity) she will not eat. 28 Her children rise up and call her blessed (happy, fortunate, and to
be envied); and her husband boasts of and praises her, [saying], 29 Many daughters have
done virtuously, nobly, and well [with the strength of character that is steadfast in
goodness], but you excel them all. 30 Charm and grace are deceptive, and beauty is vain
[because it is not lasting], but a woman who reverently and worshipfully fears the Lord, she
shall be praised! 31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in
the gates [of the city]!”
Since man and woman have been separated since the Garden of Eden, we understand
that it is only in marriage that the two halves are molded together to be one.
Genesis 2:24 “24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall
become united and cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”
They need to understand that the commitment to marriage is an eternal one – when Adam
saw Eve, she was like no other on earth.
g) The father must release a blessing over each child. These weekly and annual
blessing culminate in the blessing to release the child into adulthood.
As the priest in the family the father releases a most profound / powerful blessing:
•

To experience God Face to face

•

To experience God’s peace

•

To have God’s Name put on your forehead so that God can also bless them.
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Every child should hear this blessing weekly—it’s a declaration that God desires children
to hear, understand and accept.
Numbers 6:23-27 “23 Say to Aaron and his sons, This is the way you shall bless the
Israelites. Say to them, 24 The Lord bless you and watch, guard, and keep you;
25 The Lord make His face to shine upon and enlighten you and be gracious (kind,
merciful, and giving favor) to you; 26 The Lord lift up His [approving] countenance upon
you and give you peace (tranquility of heart and life continually).
27 And they shall put My name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.”

My Son / My Daughter
Our lifestyle, teaching, and relationship have to
have such an impact that our children will
see and know that they are the most
important ministry and calling of our lives.
A child should learn that God has a definite
plan for each of them. As with everything, God
has given us the freedom to choose. We
need to show / teach the children that God’s
yoke is light and obedience to God’s ways will
be rewarded with a blessed life on earth.
1) Call for the Son to hear
The Word hear in Hebrew has a particular
connotation – it means to understand and
obey:

Proverbs 1:8 “8 My son, hear the instruction of your father; reject not nor forsake the
teaching of your mother.”
Proverbs 4: 1-5 “1 HEAR, MY sons, the instruction of a father, and pay attention in
order to gain and to know intelligent discernment, comprehension, and interpretation [of
spiritual matters]. 2 For I give you good doctrine [what is to be received]; do not forsake my
teaching. 3 Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments and live.
5 Get skillful and godly Wisdom, get understanding (discernment, comprehension, and
interpretation); do not forget and do not turn back from the words of my mouth.”
Proverbs 2: 1-4
“1 MY SON, if you will receive my words and treasure up my
commandments within you, 2 Making your ear attentive to skillful and godly Wisdom and
inclining and directing your heart and mind to understanding [applying all your powers to
the quest for it]; 3 Yes, if you cry out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, 4 If
you seek [Wisdom] as for silver and search for skillful and godly Wisdom as for hidden
treasures,”
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The Word: instruction “musar” means:
- To comprehend (have a deeper insight)
- To chasten / disciple (to exercise rigorously in the pattern of lifestyle)
Of importance for a son is the understanding that we are commanded to work at seeking /
asking after wisdom:
Deuteronomy 32:7
“7 Remember the days of old; consider the years of many
generations. Ask your father and he will show you, your elders, and they will tell
you.”

Isaiah 50:4-5 “4 [The Servant of God says] The Lord God has given Me the tongue of a
disciple and of one who is taught, that I should know how to speak a word in season to
him who is weary. He wakens Me morning by morning, He wakens My ear to hear as a
disciple [as one who is taught].
5 The Lord God has opened My ear, and I have not been rebellious or turned backward.”
We need to teach our child that if we are slack and
lazy in the seeking of God’s Word of wisdom, our
lives will resemble an unfenced / abandoned
vineyard which is opened to be plundered /
abused / robbed.
As we develop an understanding of God’s
purpose, apply His Word in our lives and be
obedient to His Commandments; we change to
resemble a vine that carries much fruit.
John 15:4-8 “4 Dwell in Me, and I will dwell in
you. [Live in Me, and I will live in you.] Just as no
branch can bear fruit of itself without abiding in
(being vitally united to) the vine, neither can you
bear fruit unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the Vine;
you are the branches. Whoever lives in Me and I in him bears much (abundant) fruit. 8
When you bear (produce) much fruit, My Father is honored and glorified, and you show
and prove yourselves to be true followers of Mine.”
2) Call for the Son to Act
Wise men will be prepared to live holy lives – they will go out of their way to avoid, but
also to deal with sin. We must act in ways that reflect our choice to be set-apart people—
not to exclude others but for them to know that we live according to God’s benchmark:
a) Joseph
Not only does Joseph avoid / run away from sin, he actively pursues “good”.

55

This principle has two sides to the same coin:
1. We are to depart from evil: “Sur mera”, i.e. we can’t just withdraw from sin.
2. We must do good: “Aseh tov”
Joseph departs from sin but he does well by recognizing what his brothers had done and
took pains to forgive them and bring restitution in the family.
Genesis 39:9 “9 He is not greater in this house than I am; nor has he kept anything from
me except you, for you are his wife. How then can I do this great evil and sin against God?
b) Joash
2 Chronicles 24:2,4,12-14 “2 And Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the
days of Jehoiada the priest [his uncle].4 After this, Joash decided to repair the Lord’s
house. And they offered burnt offerings in the house of the Lord continually all the days of
Jehoiada.”
c) Y’shua / Jesus
Hebrews 4:14-16 “14 Inasmuch then as we have a great High Priest Who has [already]
ascended and passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast
our confession [of faith in Him]. 15 For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to
understand and sympathize and have a shared feeling with our weaknesses and infirmities
and liability to the assaults of temptation, but One Who has been tempted in every
respect as we are, yet without sinning. 16 Let us then fearlessly and confidently and
boldly draw near to the throne of grace
WISE MEN AND WOMEN
Wise men will be prepared to make a sacrifice of people / things / possessions in order to
live Godly, purpose-filled lives. The following people are given to us as examples so that
we can see what it means to take on the yoke of the Covenant:
a) Moses
Moses is able to see that his people:
•

are in a land of slavery;

•

will see the effect of the ten plagues;

•

will face an abyss of water at the Red Sea;

•

will walk in the harsh wilderness;

But is able to hold onto the glorious promise of the past – the Word given to Abraham and to believe in the eternity – a promise that God will come to dwell in a sanctuary on
earth.
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Hebrews 11:24-27 “24 [Aroused] by faith Moses, when he had grown to maturity and
become great, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
25 Because he preferred to share the oppression [suffer the hardships] and bear the
shame of the people of God rather than to have the fleeting enjoyment of a sinful life. 27
[Motivated] by faith he left Egypt behind him, being unawed and undismayed by the wrath
of the king; for he never flinched but held staunchly to his purpose and endured
steadfastly as one who gazed on Him Who is invisible.”
b) Rahab
Joshua 2: 9-13 “9 And she said to the men, I know that the Lord has given you the land
12 Now then, I pray you, swear to me by the Lord, since I have shown you kindness,
that you also will show kindness to my father’s house, and give me a sure sign,
13 And save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all they have, and
deliver us from death.”
c) Jeremiah
Jeremiah is given a prophetic word, to buy up land in a city besieged by the enemy. He
does this in a supreme act of faith – he could not see why, but he held onto the past
faithfulness of God. He teaches us the art of commitment.
Jeremiah 32:7-15 “7 Behold, Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle shall come to you and
say, Buy my field that is in Anathoth, for the right of redemption is yours to buy it.-------which is in the land of Benjamin, for the right of inheritance is yours and the redemption is
yours; buy it for yourself. Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord.
9 And I bought the field that was in Anathoth from Hanamel my uncle’s son and weighed
out for him the money—seventeen shekels of silver. 10 And I signed the deed and sealed
it, called witnesses, and 14 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these
deeds, both this purchase deed which is sealed and this unsealed deed, and put them in
an earthen vessel, that they may last a long time. 15 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the
God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall be purchased yet again in this
land.”
We need to follow this principle irrespective how bad the situation looks, we have to
exercise our freedom of choice:
- to defend God
OR
- to choose satan
How do we exercise this freedom of choice for God?
If we have a spiritual promise, we need to buy land in the contested area, stand on the
Word; then we hope for the redemption and inheritance, i.e. we have a physical
manifestation of the promise.
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d) Ruth
Ruth 1:16; 2:11-12 “16 And Ruth said, Urge me not to leave you or to turn back from
following you; for where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your
people shall be my people and your God my God. Ruth 2:11-12 11 And Boaz said to
her, I have been made fully aware of all you have done----12 The Lord recompense you for what you have done.
e) Disciples
Matthew 4:18-22 “18 As He was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He noticed two
brothers, 19 And He said to them, Come after Me [as disciples—letting Me be your
Guide], follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men! 20 At once they left their nets and
became His disciples [sided with His party and followed Him].
21 And going on further from there He noticed two other brothers, James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, ---- and He called them. 22 ---- and joined Jesus as disciples .”
Wise men will seek a greater level of wisdom in order to lead their family / nation in
times of tribulation:
a) Solomon
1 Kings 3:12 “12 Behold, I have done as you asked. I have given you a wise, discerning
mind, so that no one before you was your equal, nor shall any arise after you equal to
you.”
b) Stephen
Acts 6:5, 10 “5 And the suggestion pleased the whole assembly, and they selected
Stephen, a man full of faith 10 But they were not able to resist the intelligence and the
wisdom and [the inspiration of] the Spirit with which and
by Whom he spoke.”
Within all of these words of wisdom to a son, God makes
in a comparison with an ant.
Characteristics of an Ant:
•work hard / organized
•loves the young
•has foresight for others
•works without show
•work for the good of the community
•

each has a specific purpose in the community

•

fights for the family

•

works without a “boss”
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Proverbs 6:6-11 “6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider her ways and be wise!—
7 Which, having no chief, overseer, or ruler,8 Provides her food in the summer and
gathers her supplies in the harvest. 9 How long will you sleep,
3) Call for a son to make a commitment:
Nothing happens unless we take decisive actions / work diligently to achieve our goal. A
son who takes this lifelong commitment to wisdom / the heart of the father must take very
specific steps and repeat this process until he dies:
Proverbs 4:23-27 “23 Keep and guard your heart with all vigilance and above all that you
guard, for out of it flow the springs of life. 24 Put away from you a froward mouth (false
and dishonest speech), and perverse lips (willful and contrary talk) put far from you. 25
Let your eyes look right on [with fixed purpose], and let your gaze be straight before you.
26 Consider well the path of your feet, and let all your ways be established and
ordered aright. 27 Turn not aside to the right hand or to the left; remove your foot from
evil.”
Proverbs 27:23-27 “23 Be diligent to know the state of your flocks, and look well to your
herds
I want to highlight some of these actions more specifically:
“Keep” has the eternal meaning of dealing with the innermost thoughts / feelings – deeds
from the soul of man.
Matthew 7:19-21 “19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and cast into
the fire. 20 Therefore, you will fully know them by their fruits.
21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father Who is in heaven.”
“Forward mouth” means “stubbornly disobedient, contrary and difficult to deal with”
and has the understanding that we
must deal with our tongue in three
specific ways:
Speaking:
Proverbs 2:12 “12 To deliver you
from the way of evil and the evil
men, from men who speak
perverse things and are liars,”
Silent/ perverse words:
Matthew 12:36-37 “36 But I tell
you, on the day of judgment men
will have to give account for every
idle (inoperative, nonworking)
word they speak.
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37 For by your words you will be justified and acquitted, and by your words you will be
condemned and sentenced.”
Eyes
1 John 2:15-17 “15 Do not love or cherish the world or the things that are in the world. If
anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the
lust of the flesh [craving for sensual gratification] and the lust of the eyes [greedy longings
of the mind] and the pride of life [assurance in one’s own resources or in the stability of
earthly things]—these do not come from the Father but are from the world [itself]. 17 And
the world passes away and disappears,
As we study, meditate and do / obey God’s Commandments, we will come to a place
where we truly love to be in God’s Presence and to fulfill His mandate in our lives. As we
preserve the Bible, keep the Bible and exalt / promote the Bible, we will be blessed:
Proverbs 4:6-8 “6 Forsake not [Wisdom], and she will keep, defend, and protect you;
love her, and she will guard you. 7 The beginning of Wisdom is: get Wisdom (skillful and
godly Wisdom)! [For skillful and godly Wisdom is the principal thing.] And with all you have
gotten, get understanding (discernment, comprehension, and interpretation).
8 Prize Wisdom highly and exalt her, and she will exalt and promote you; she will bring you
to honor when you embrace her.”
The Crowning Glory of a Son / Daughter:

Any child that has diligently studied and adopted the role model of a righteous father will
be blessed with the symbol of adulthood.
-

the crown of glory

-

the ornament of grace

-

the Holy Spirit

Proverbs 4:9 “9 She shall give to your head a wreath of gracefulness; a crown of beauty
and glory will she deliver to you.”
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Proverbs 1:9 “9 For they are a [victor’s] chaplet (garland) of grace upon your head
and chains and pendants [of gold worn by kings] for your neck.”
Acts 1:8 “8 But you shall receive power (ability, efficiency, and might) when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and
Samaria and to the ends (the very bounds) of the earth.”
These “ornaments” are the sign of God’s Presence in my life – the tangible evidence that
God is with me to be revealed to all men.

Proverbs 3:16 “16 Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand are riches
and honor.”

Proverbs 2:20-21 “20 So may you walk in the way of good men, and keep to the paths of
the [consistently] righteous (the upright, in right standing with God). 21 For the upright
shall dwell in the land, and the men of integrity, blameless and complete [in God’s sight],
shall remain in it;”
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BIBLICAL LIFE LESSONS / SKILLS / CHARACTER THAT WE MUST
TEACH OUR CHILDREN
The “Shema” – Deut. 6: 1 – 9 is the fundamental ruling over our lives. These few verses
give us the main categories of skills / wisdom required by a child.

A. Reverence for God (The Vertical line between God and Me):
The Lord our God the Lord is One
Deuteronomy 6: 6 “6 And these words which I am commanding you this day shall be
[first] in your [own] minds and hearts; [then]”

We must proclaim God always.
The Jews have a symbol for this, the tefillin. They bind the Word to their foreheads and
hands; the Word inside the teffillin consists of four portions of the Torah.
We need to learn from this physical act – what I think and what I do - in to a lifestyle of
spiritual living. Everyday I should learn:
1. To proclaim and champion the One and Only God, and to make our love for Him so
real that it will influence our conduct.
2. To believe in His justice.
3. To devote our lives to leading others to high ideals, to establish a place for God’s
Presence to dwell, to acknowledge God as Father.
4. To make Israel and the place where we stay a “holy” land for all the world to see, to
inspire us and those around us to the highest ideals, such as peace instead of war;
purity of personal, social, civic, and political life; the brotherhood of man.
The world needs to see your child live these principles out in the physical i.e. the deed
needs to accompany the word. We need to establish a central spiritual reference /
influence for all mankind.
1. LOVE OF GOD
Fathers are called to role model the Greatest Commandment of all times. As we possess
our land (i.e. our purpose here on earth), in a state of ever-growing holiness and
obedience, we will teach our children God’s Ways:
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 “1 NOW THIS is the instruction, the laws, and the precepts
which the Lord your God commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in
the land to which you go to possess it, 2 That you may [reverently] fear the Lord your
God, you and your son and your son’s son, and keep all His statutes and His
commandments which I command you all the days of your life, and that your days
may be prolonged.
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5 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your [mind and] heart and with your
entire being and with all your might. 6 And these words which I am commanding you this
day shall be [first] in your [own] minds and hearts; [then] 7 You shall whet and sharpen
them so as to make them penetrate, and teach and impress them diligently upon the
[minds and] hearts of your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down and when you rise up. 8 And you
shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets (forehead
bands) between your eyes. 9 And you shall write them upon the doorposts of your
house and on your gates.”
We are called to love God with all of:
Our hearts:
In Gen. 38:27-30 we read of a son named “Perez” which means “bursting forth”, i.e.
when we break free of our human nature to reveal the “true” person that God made - the
God-given ability to surmount the inherent limitation that we ascribe to ourselves.
Our soul / life:
We read in Gen. 38:27-30 of the birth of a son named “Zerah” which means “shining
forth”, i.e. the labour of life is to transform darkness into light, bitterness into sweet, in a
sense to be born twice.
Our strength:
This word is “me’od” and really means with your very self, with all that is ours, over and
beyond that which you currently have to defend yourself.
Exodus 4: 22 “Thus saith the Lord, Israel is My son, my firstborn
Romans 9: 4 “4 For they are Israelites, and to them belong God’s adoption [as a nation]
and the glorious Presence (Shekinah). With them were the special covenants made,
2 Corinthians 6: 16 “…For we are the temple of the living God; even as God said, I will
dwell in and with and among them and will walk in and with and among them, and I will
be their God, and they shall be My people
Deuteronomy 4: 9 “9 Only take heed, and guard your life diligently, lest you forget the
things which your eyes have seen and lest they depart from your [mind and] heart all the
days of your life. Teach them to your children and your children’s children—“
What the Lord had spoken concerning Abraham was that:
Genesis 12: 1 – 3 “1NOW [in Haran] the Lord said to Abram, Go for yourself 2And I will
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you [with abundant increase of favors] and
make your name famous and distinguished, and you will be a blessing [dispensing good to
others].
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3 And I will bless those who bless you [who confer prosperity or happiness upon you]
and curse him who curses or uses insolent language toward you; in you will all the
families and kindred of the earth be blessed [and by you they will bless
themselves].”
2. AWE / FEAR OF GOD.
“From Zion shall go forth the Law and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem”
(See also Micah 4:2; Is 61:6)
Isaiah 2:3 “And many people shall come and say, Come, let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us His ways and that
we may walk in His paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law and instruction, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem
John 14: 7, 10 – 12, 20 – 21, 24 “7 If you had known Me [had learned to recognize Me],
you would also have known My Father. From now on, you know Him and have seen Him.
11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me.
21 The person who has My commands and keeps them is the one who [really] loves
Me; and whoever [really] loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I [too] will love
him and will show (reveal, manifest) Myself to him. [I will let Myself be clearly seen
by him and make Myself real to him.] 24 Anyone who does not [really] love Me does
not observe and obey My teaching. And the teaching which you hear and heed is not
Mine, but [comes] from the Father Who sent Me.”
John 15: 5-6 “5 I am the Vine; you are the branches 6 If a person does not dwell in Me,
he is thrown out like a [broken-off] branch, and withers; such branches are gathered up
and thrown into the fire, and they are burned”

B. Righteous to man (The Horizontal line between Me and My
Neighbour)
Teach them to our children (guide our life action / our action in private or public will be
beyond reproach)
Deuteronomy 6: 7 – 9 “7 You shall whet and sharpen them so as to make them penetrate,
and teach and impress them diligently upon the [minds and] hearts of your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down and when you rise up.
8 And you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
(forehead bands) between your eyes.
9 And you shall write them upon the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
Paul tells us that we must “learn from God’s example” of the level of brotherly love:
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1 Thessalonians:9-10 “9 But concerning brotherly love ----- taught by God to love one
another. 10 But we beseech and earnestly exhort you, brethren, that you excel [in this
matter] more and more,”
God teaches us by the example of giving His only Son:
1 John 3:1 “1 SEE WHAT quality of love the Father has given (shown, bestowed on) us,
that we should be named and called and counted the children of God!
He gave this gift of life to man at a time when we are still in rebellion:
Romans 5:5-10 “5 Such hope never disappoints or deludes or shames us, for God’s love
has been poured out in our hearts 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled
to God through the death of His Son, it is much more [certain], now that we are reconciled,
that we shall be saved (daily delivered from sin’s dominion) through His [resurrection] life.”
Therefore, if God can love us this much how much more can we love our fellow human
beings? Not only must we work to do God’s Commandments in this regard but we are
called to grow in love.
We must remind ourselves daily that if we are to live up to the principles of justice and
fairness to others, we need to be holy in our response to our fellow man.

We must consecrate our lives.
The Jewish people have a symbol to remind them daily of this – the talit (fringes).
We have the Holy Spirit. We are to be “holy to our God”
Numbers 15: 40 – 41 “40 That you may remember and do all My commandments and be
holy to your God.
41 I am the Lord your God, Who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God. I am
the Lord your God.”
John 16:13-14 “13 But when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes, He will
guide you into all the Truth -14 He will honor and glorify Me, because He will take of (receive, draw upon) what is Mine
and will reveal (declare, disclose, transmit) it to you.
We must have the moral courage to think, speak and live a pure life – this means that we
have to:
•

Recognize our faults

•

Correct our faults

•

Withdraw from wrong friendships

•

Speak up for what is right

•

Do what we say and preach
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The following scriptures give us the framework within which we should function.
These are attributes that we should show and teach our children—these attributes define
us as caring human beings, different from animals.
a) BE COMPASSIONATE:
Leviticus19: 9 – 10 “9 And when ----- you shall not reap your field to its very corners,
neither shall you gather the fallen ears or gleanings of your harvest.
10 And you shall not glean your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather its fallen grapes;
you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger. I am the Lord your God.”—See also
Deut 24.19-22
Micah 6:8 “8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord
require of you but to do justly, and to love kindness and mercy, and to humble
yourself and walk humbly with your God?”
b) LOVE JUSTICE:
Justice is an attribute that manifests in many ways—by being truthful, by not speaking
falsely, by judging fairly, by being fair / honest in business, by not defrauding a friend.
(see the following passages: Eph 4:25; Lev 1:15; Lev 19:35; Lev 19:13)
Leviticus 19: 12 ”12 And you shall not swear by My name falsely, neither shall you
profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.”
(Note: “To profane the Name” means to do anything that disgraces or degrades our
relationship with God.)
Zechariah 8: 14 – 16 “16 These are the things that you shall do: speak every man the
truth with his neighbor; render the truth and pronounce the judgment or verdict that makes
for peace in [the courts at] your gates.”
c) TREAT ALL PEOPLE EQUALLY
Mankind is all descended from one man, Adam. All people are therefore equal. There can
be no justification for racism.
Leviticus 19:34 “34 But the stranger who dwells with you shall be to you as one born
among you; and YOU SHALL LOVE HIM AS YOURSELF, for you were strangers in the
land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.”
d) RESPECT HUMAN DIGNITY
Leviticus 19:14 “14 You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind,
but you shall [reverently] fear your God. I am the Lord.”
“Do not speak evil of people behind their backs, who therefore cannot hear you when you
are speaking ill of them. And do not cause anybody to be injured through his or her
ignorance. Do not make misrepresentations; let people see the truth. If you blind them to
the facts, you put “a stumbling-block before the blind.”)
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We must also treat every one as equal under all circumstances. (See also Gen 5:1-5)
e) SHOW CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY
We are to love our neighbour—simply said we should be making a difference in whatever
community we stay. These actions are manifested when we respect others-when we
honour the elders- when we do not gossip about others,
(See also the following passages: 1 John 2:9; Matt18:15; Tim 5:1; Lev 19:16)
Leviticus 19: 18 “18 You shall not take revenge or bear any grudge against the sons of
your people, but YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF. I AM THE
LORD.”
f) STRIVE FOR CIVIC HOLINESS
Our lifestyle on earth should reflect the works of God—we should reflect His Light and
Glory. We are called to be priests serving in a LIVING STONE Tabernacle – as such
priests would strive to be clean and Holy. (See also the following passages Is 49:3; Is
43:21; Is 42:6; Rom 12:9; Jer 9:23; Is1:17)
1 Peter 2: 9 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s]
own purchased, special people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds and display
the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light.”
Micah 6: 8 “8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require
of you but to do justly, and to love kindness and mercy, and to humble yourself and
walk humbly with your God

C. Responsibility to / for ourselves
We will not turn aside our hearts. For that reason God reminds us that as children in His
Kingdom, our behavior must reflect Him / represent Him at all times, and therefore we
seek to keep His Commandments, and we walk in His ways. (See Deut 6:2; John 4:34)
Numbers 15: 37 – 40 “37 And the Lord said to Moses, 38 Speak to the Israelites and bid
them make fringes or tassels ----- 39 And it shall be to you a fringe or tassel that you
may look upon and remember all the commandments of the Lord and do them, that you
may not spy out and follow after [the desires of] your own heart and your own eyes,
after which you used to follow and play the harlot [spiritually, if not physically], 40 That you
may remember and do all My commandments and be holy to your God.
Y’shua / Jesus talks of “His meat”. He is telling us that the true food of life is to do God’s
Will and accomplish that which we were created for. The greatest motivation in life is to
see the fruit of the labour of a dedicated son of God.
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Attributes of a son of God that is living in the fullness of his purpose, we will be
courageous (Ps 34:4) we will be free from shame (Ps 34:5). We will be free from want—
we will not lack (Ps 34:9-10). We will be free from poverty (Ps 34:22)
REGARD LIFE AS SACRED
Every Shabbat and at every celebration we declare the following as a toast:
“To life” “Lachaim!” Every life is created by God and is sacred. The death of one person
is not an event in isolation; later generations that would come from that life are also
destroyed.
We need to set a goal daily to educate our children and show love and understanding in
such a way so that love will guide our every move.

We must let love rule our home.
The Jews have a symbol for this – the M’zuzah – the doorpost – this says that we are
obedient to God in our lives both at home and outside. The following scriptures provide a
framework within which we need to walk. (See also the following passages: Rom 9:4; 1
Chon16:22; Num 6:26; Heb 13:6)
A. SELF ESTEEM
We are to know that we are set apart—that we are children of Abraham through adoption
—that does not make us better than others but it makes us equal to all others and valuable
to God.
Romans 8:15 “15 For [the Spirit which] you have now received [is] not a spirit of slavery to
put you once more in bondage to fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption [the
Spirit producing sonship] in [the bliss of] which we cry, Abba (Father)! Father!”
Numbers 6:26 “26 The Lord lift up His [approving] countenance upon you and give you
peace (tranquility of heart and life continually).”
Song of Sol 2:4 “4 He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was
love [for love waved as a protecting and comforting banner over my head
Romans 11:29 “29 For God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable
B. SELF RELIANCE THAT LEADS TO RESPECT FOR OTHERS.
We must have self-confidence about who we are, so that we can confidently reach out to
others, treat them with respect / dignity, and bless those who are needy without letting
them feel bad about it. (See also the following passages: 1 Kings 2:2; 2 Cor 9:6; Deut
15:11; John 15:5; Deut 24:14; Lev 19:11-13; Ex 23:1-2)
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Galatians 5:22,23 “22 But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence within
accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an even temper, forbearance),
kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness, 23 Gentleness (meekness, humility), selfcontrol (self-restraint, continence). Against such things there is no law [that can bring a
charge].”
Deuteronomy 5: 16 “16 Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God
commanded you, that your days may be prolonged and that it may go well with you in the
land which the Lord your God gives you.
Parents who achieve this goal will have implemented a lifestyle of the results of the
Cross.
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6. THE CEREMONY
The time of instruction is meant to culminate in a Receiving-the-Yoke-of-the-Kingdom
ceremony releasing the son or daughter into adulthood. This ceremony helps to create an
emotional closure to childhood and a release into adulthood.
There should be as much planning and preparation, as much money spent, and as many
people invited to this ceremony as there would be to your child’s wedding. The ceremony
has three elements:
•

the spiritual – recognition of wisdom and understanding of God’s creation

•

the gift – a symbol of commitment

•

the celebration

these THREE come together to make a final result.
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1 Peter 2:9 “9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s]
own purchased, special people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds and display
the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light.”
Colossians 1: 9 – 10 “9 For this reason we also, from the day we heard of it, have not
ceased to pray and make [special] request for you, [asking] that you may be filled with the
full (deep and clear) knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom [in comprehensive insight
into the ways and purposes of God] and in understanding and discernment of spiritual
things— 10 That you may walk (live and conduct yourselves) in a manner worthy of the
Lord, fully pleasing to Him and desiring to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every
good work and steadily growing and increasing in and by the knowledge of God [with
fuller, deeper, and clearer insight, acquaintance, and recognition].”

CONCLUSION:
Receiving-the-Yoke-of-the-Kingdom is not about the ceremony – it’s about the journey
from birth until the child is released into adulthood.
The journey of teaching your son and daughter the principles of righteousness and
obedience are not a burden or a heavy load. It is a privilege.
The wings of a dove are worthless if they are not used – the wings can be a heavy load if
the dove does not fly.
If, however, the dove uses the wings to fly, it has all the benefits of flight. If you show that
obedience to God’s Word is a labour of love, you will encourage your son and daughter to
use the “wings” of the Bible and it will be a light yoke and his / her salvation.
1 Corinthians 15:46 “46 But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical
and then the spiritual.”
Paul makes us understand that the spiritual / mature adult will have grown into this stature
by their lifestyle of adult within the broader community, i.e. we can’t be spiritual fathers and
mothers if we do not have this mature attitude in our day to day life.
Just so, the parents give a precious gift / costly gift / special gift to the child on that special
day of initiation, at the same time, if we have done a good job as a role model, our children
will carry the crown of spiritual maturity.
Proverbs 2:9 “9 Then you will understand righteousness, justice, and fair dealing [in
every area and relation]; yes, you will understand every good path.”
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 “4 Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is
envious nor boils over with jealousy, is not boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself
haughtily. 5 It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly)
and does not act unbecomingly.
Love (God’s love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not selfseeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the evil done to it [it
pays no attention to a suffered wrong].
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6 It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and truth
prevail. 7 Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to
believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances,
and it endures everything [without weakening].”

A declaration in the spiritual realm that the
father’s words have been fashioned by God into a
key to create the redemptive purpose of the child.
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CLOSING THOUGHTS
We thought to share this torah portion with you. So many of us are disappointed at the
wrong choices that our children make. Read in this portion about what happened to the
children of Moses - and see the promise of our Father!

Moses’ Disappointment by Rabbi Sacks4
Hidden beneath the surface of parshat Pinchas the sages (Rabbis of old) uncovered a
story of great poignancy.
Moses, having seen his sister and brother die, knew that his own time on earth was
coming to a close. He prayed to God to appoint a successor: “May the Lord, God of the
spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community to go out and come in before
them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the Lord's people will not be like
sheep without a shepherd.”
There is, though, an obvious question. Why does this episode appear here? It should
surely have been positioned seven chapters earlier, either at the point at which God told
Moses and Aaron that they would die without entering the land, or shortly thereafter when
we read of the death of Aaron.
The sages sensed two clues to the story beneath the story. The first is that it appears
immediately after the episode in which the daughters of Tzelophehad sought and were
granted their father’s share in the land. It was this that triggered Moses’ request. A Midrash
explains:
What was Moses’ reason for making this request after declaring the order of inheritance?
Just this, that when the daughters of Tzelophehad inherited from their father, Moses
reasoned: the time is right for me to make my own request. If daughters inherit, it is surely
right that my sons should inherit my glory.
The second clue lies in God’s words to Moses immediately before he made the request for
the appointment of a successor:
Then the Lord said to Moses, "Go up this mountain of Abarim and see the land I have
given the Israelites. After you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your people,
as your brother Aaron was . . .”
The bold words are seemingly redundant. God was telling Moses he would soon die.
Why did He need to add, “as your brother Aaron”? On this the Midrash says: this teaches
us that Moses wanted to die the way Aaron did. The Ktav Sofer explains: Aaron had the
privilege of knowing that his children would follow in his footsteps. Elazar, his son, was
appointed as High Priest in his lifetime. To this day cohanim are direct descendants of
Aaron. Moses likewise longed to see one of his sons, Gershom or Eliezer, take his place
as leader of the people. It was not to be. That is the story beneath the story.

4	
  hCp://us7.campaign-‐archive2.com/?

u=2a91b54e856e0e4ee78b585d2&id=76b4b810d1&e=0696cecc59
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It had an aftermath. In the Book of Judges we read of a man named Micah who
established an idolatrous cult in the territory of Ephraim and hired a Levite to officiate in
the shrine. Some men from the tribe of Dan, moving north to find more suitable land for
themselves, came upon Micah’s house and seized both the idolatrous artifacts and the
Levite, whom they persuaded to become their priest, saying, “Come with us, and be our
father and priest. Isn’t it better that you serve a tribe and clan in Israel as priest rather than
just one man’s household?”
Only at the end of the story are we told the name of the idolatrous priest: Jonathan son of
Gershom son of Moses. In our texts the letter nun has been inserted into the last of these
names, so that it can be read as Menasheh rather than Moses. However, the letter,
unusually, is written above the line, as a superscription. The Talmud says that the nun was
added to avoid besmirching the name of Moses himself, by disclosing that his grandson
had become an idolatrous priest.
How are we to explain Moses’ apparent failure with his own children and
grandchildren?
1. One suggestion made by the sages was that it had to do with the fact that for years he
lived in Midian with his father in law Jethro who was at the time an idolatrous priest.
Something of the Midianite influence re-appeared in Jonathan three generations later.
Alternatively there are hints here and there that Moses himself was so preoccupied with
leading the people that he simply did not have time to attend to the spiritual needs of his
children. For instance, when Jethro came to visit his son-in-law after the division of the
Red Sea, he brought with him Moses’ wife Tzipporah and their two sons. They had not
been with him until then.
2. The rabbis went further in speculating about the reason that Moses’ own sister and
brother
Aaron and Miriam spoke negatively about him. What they were referring to, said the
sages, is the fact that Moses had physically separated from his wife. He had done so
because the nature of his role was such that he had to been in a state of purity the whole
time because at any moment he might have to speak or be spoken to by God. They were,
in short, complaining that he was neglecting his own family.
3. A third explanation has to do with the nature of leadership itself. Bureaucratic authority –
authority in virtue of office – can be passed down from parent to child. Monarchy is like
that. So is aristocracy. So are some forms of religious leadership, like the priesthood. But
charismatic authority – in virtue of personal qualities – is never automatically handed on
across the generations. Moses was a prophet, and prophecy depends almost entirely on
personal qualities.
That, incidentally, is why, though kingship and priesthood in Judaism were male
prerogatives, prophecy was not. There were prophetesses as well as prophets. In this
respect Moses was not unusual. Few charismatic leaders have children who are also
charismatic leaders.
4. A fourth explanation offered by the sages was quite different. On principle, God did not
want the crown of Torah to pass from parent to child in dynastic succession.
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Kingship and priesthood did. But the crown of Torah, they said, belongs to anyone who
chooses to take hold of it and bear its responsibilities. “Moses commanded us the Torah as
an inheritance of the congregation of Jacob,” meaning that it belongs to all of us, not just
an elite. The Talmud elaborates:
Be careful [not to neglect] the children of the poor, because from them Torah goes forth ...
Why is it not usual for scholars to give birth to sons who are scholars?
R. Joseph said: so that it should not be said that the Torah is their inheritance.
R. Shisha, son of R. Idi said: so that they should not be arrogant towards the community.
Mar Zutra said: because they act highhandedly against the community.
R. Ashi said: because they call people asses.
Rabina said: because they do not first utter a blessing over the Torah.
In other words, the “crown of Torah” was deliberately not hereditary because it might
become the prerogative of the rich. Or because children of great scholars might take their
inheritance for granted. Or because it could lead to arrogance and contempt for others. Or
because learning itself might become a mere intellectual pursuit rather than a spiritual
exercise (“they do not first utter a blessing over the Torah”).
5. However, there is a fifth factor worthy of consideration. Some of the greatest figures in
Jewish history did not succeed with all their children. Abraham fathered Ishmael. Isaac and
Rebecca gave birth to Esau. All twelve of Jacob’s children stayed within the fold, but three
of them – Reuben, Shimon and Levi – disappointed their father. Of Shimon and Levi he
said, “Let my soul not enter their plot; let my spirit not unite with their meeting” (Gen. 49:6).
On the face of it, he was dissociating himself from them. Nonetheless, the three great
leaders of the Israelites throughout the exodus – Moses, Aaron and Miriam – were all
children of Levi.
Solomon gave birth to Rehoboam, whose disastrous leadership divided the kingdom.
Hezekiah, one of Judah’s greatest kings, was the father of Menasheh, one of the worst.
Not all parents succeed with all their children all the time.
How could it be otherwise? We each possess freedom. We are each, to some extent, who
we chose to become. Neither genes nor upbringing can guarantee that we become the
person our parents want us to be. Nor is it right that parents should over-impose their will
on children who have reached the age of maturity.
Often this is for the best. Abraham did not become an idolater like his father Terach.
Menasheh, the archetypal evil king, was grandfather to Josiah, one of the best. These are
important facts. Judaism places parenthood, education and the home at the heart of its
values.
One of our first duties is to ensure that our children know about and come to love our
religious heritage. But sometimes we fail. Children may go their own way, which is not
ours. If this happens to us we should not be paralysed with guilt.
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Not everyone succeeded with all their children, not even Abraham or Moses or David or
Solomon. Not even God Himself. “I have raised children and brought them up but they
have rebelled against Me” (Is. 1:2).
Two things rescued the story of Moses and his children from tragedy. The Book of
Chronicles (1 Chron. 23:16, 24:20) refers to Gershom’s son not as Jonathan but as
Shevual or Shuvael, which the rabbis translated as “return to God”. In other words,
Jonathan eventually repented of his idolatry and became again a faithful Jew.
However far a child has drifted, he or she may in the course of time come back.
The other is hinted at in the genealogy in Numbers 3. It begins with the words, “These are
the children of Aaron and Moses,” but goes on to list only Aaron’s children. On this the
rabbis say that because Moses taught Aaron’s children they were regarded as his own. In
general, “disciples” are called “children”.
We may not all have children. Even if we do, we may, despite our best endeavours, find
them at least temporarily following a different path. But we can all leave something behind
us that will live on. Some do so by following Moses’ example: teaching, facilitating or
encouraging the next generation. Some do so in line with the rabbinic statement that “the
real offspring of the righteous are good deeds.”
When our children follow our path we should be grateful. When they go beyond us, we
should give special thanks to God. And when they choose another way, we must be
patient, knowing that the greatest Jew of all time had the same experience with one of his
grandchildren.
And we must never give up hope. Moses’ grandson returned.
In almost the last words of the last of the prophets, Malachi foresaw a time when God “will
turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their
fathers.” The estranged will be reunited in faith and love.

SHALOM!
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The
LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee: 26 The LORD lift up his
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation5

"YHVH will kneel before you presenting gifts, and
He will guard you with a hedge of protection,
YHVH will illuminate the wholeness of His Being
toward you, bringing order, and He will provide
you with love, sustenance, and friendship, YHVH
will lift up the wholeness of His Being and look
upon you, and He will set in place all you need to
be whole and complete."

5	
  Transla/on	
  by	
  Jeﬀ	
  A.	
  Benner,	
  for	
  more	
  informa/on,	
  please	
  see	
  hCp://www.ancient-‐

hebrew.org/12_blessing.html	
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