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CHAPTER	  1:

To Walk Behind The Veil
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To walk behind the Veil
We get involved in the day-to-day activities of the world system, whether we are 
accountants, doctors, lawyers, teachers and so forth. We also commit to walk in obedience 
to the commandments of the Torah (Torah means “instructions” and “teachings” in 
Hebrew, and refers to GOD’s Word), and to listen to the Holy Spirit’s leading, to define how 
we should reflect GOD’s plans to the community that we serve.

Every now and then we hear a message about the Tabernacle, the role of the priests, and 
about the need to have intimacy with GOD by entering the Holy of Holies.

The world of the “work, sport, business, and so forth”, seem so very far away from the 
inner chamber of the Tabernacle, that the cry to “move behind the veil”, seems unreal and 
almost impossible.

And yet, this cannot be… just because GOD says that we can enter in!!!

Paul speaks  of the principle of the physical/natural, before we can experience the spiritual/
heavenly.

1 Corinthians 15:45-49 “45 Thus it is written, The first man Adam became a living being 
(an individual personality); the last Adam (Christ) became a life-giving Spirit [restoring the 
dead to life]. 46 But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical and then the 
spiritual. 47 The first man [was] from out of earth, made of dust (earthly-minded); the 
second Man [is] the Lord from out of heaven. 48 Now those who are made of the dust are 
like him who was first made of the dust (earthly-minded); and as is [the Man] from heaven, 
so also [are those] who are of heaven (heavenly-minded). 49 And just as we have borne 
the image [of the man] of dust, so shall we and so [a]let us also bear the image [of the 
Man] of heaven.”

A] THE PRINCIPLE APPLIES TO THE TABERNACLE.

1] The fact is that God told Moses to build the 
Tabernacle on earth, to a very specific form or 
pattern, AND for a very specific purpose.

The purpose is…

Exodus 40:34-38 “34 Then the cloud [the 
Shekinah, God’s visible presence] covered 
the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle! 35 And Moses was 
not able to enter the Tent of Meeting because 
the cloud remained upon it, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle. 36 In all their 
journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up 
from over the tabernacle, the Israelites went 

onward; 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, 
they did not journey on till the day that it was taken up. 38 For throughout all their journeys 
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the cloud of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the 
sight of all the house of Israel.”

The pattern is...

Exodus 25:1-9  “1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Speak to the Israelites, that they take for 
Me an offering. From every man who gives it willingly and ungrudgingly with his heart you 
shall take My offering. 3 This is the offering you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and 
bronze, 4 Blue, purple, and scarlet [stuff] and fine twined linen and goats’ hair, 5 Rams’ 
skins tanned red, goatskins, dolphin or porpoise skins, acacia wood, 6 Oil for the light, 
spices for anointing oil and for sweet incense, 7 Onyx stones, and stones for setting in the 
ephod and in the breastplate. 8 Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among 
them. 9 And you shall make it according to all that I show you, the pattern of the 
tabernacle or dwelling and the pattern of all the furniture of it.”

Hebrews 9:1-5 “1 Now even the first covenant had its own rules and regulations for divine 
worship, and it had a sanctuary [but one] of this world. 2 For a tabernacle (tent) was 
erected, in the outer division or compartment of which were the lampstand and the table 
with [its loaves of] the showbread set forth. [This portion] is called the Holy Place. 3 But 
[inside] beyond the second curtain or veil, [there stood another] tabernacle [division] 
known as the Holy of Holies. 4 It had the golden [a]altar of incense and the ark (chest) of 
the covenant, covered over with wrought gold. This [ark] contained a golden jar which held 
the manna and the rod of Aaron that sprouted and the [two stone] slabs of the covenant 
[bearing the Ten Commandments]. 5 Above [the ark] and overshadowing the mercy seat 
were the representations of the cherubim [winged creatures which were the symbols] of 
glory. We cannot now go into detail about these things.”

2] The fact is, the earthly Tabernacle is a mirror image of the One in the heavens.

Hebrews 9:23-26 “23 By such means, therefore, it was necessary for the [earthly] copies 
of the heavenly things to be purified, but the actual heavenly things themselves [required 
far] better and nobler sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ (the Messiah) has not entered 
into a sanctuary made with [human] hands, only a copy and pattern and type of the 
true one, but [He has entered] into heaven itself, now to appear in the [very] 
presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor did He [enter into the heavenly sanctuary to] 
offer Himself regularly again and again, as the high priest enters the [Holy of] Holies 
every year with blood not his own. 26 For then would He often have had to suffer [over 
and over again] since the foundation of the world. But as it now is, He has once for all at 
the consummation and close of the ages appeared to put away and abolish sin by His 
sacrifice [of Himself].”

B] THE PRINCIPLE APPLIES TO THE PRIESTHOOD.

1] The priesthood came from the line of the Levites and became the priesthood in the 
physical domain. These were the forerunners for a spiritual priesthood to come.

2] The priesthood that represents the spiritual domain, comes from those who walk in the 
order of Melchizedek.
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Hebrews 7:21 “21 For those who formerly became priests received their office without its 
being confirmed by the taking of an oath by God, but this One was designated and 
addressed and saluted with an oath, The Lord has sworn and will not regret it or change 
His mind, You are a Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”

If I want to enter the domain of the Holy of Holies in the “spiritual”, I will have to be 
prepared to walk behind the veil in the physical domain as well.

THE PATTERN IS SET OUT IN THE “TAKING” OF THE LAND

A prophetic word shouts out over all of the years  that the descendants of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob will one day live in the Land. After years of bondage in Egypt, it’s time for the 
exodus.

Moses leads the people out of Egypt, by taking the first step, and the journey to freedom 
begins… They experience a few hiccups in the wilderness, and that generation has to die 
before a new generation will have the courage, stamina, and perseverance to push into 
the Land.

This  journey of taking the Land is  set out for us in a number of ‘books’ and over a few 
hundred years  in time. We find these core lessons spread out from Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel and Kings…

Phase 1: Conquer the land… Go to war!

This  phase, along with all of the warfare, is recorded for us in the books of Joshua, 
Judges, and Samuel. But it starts off with a prophecy recorded earlier.

Part one:

Numbers 33:50-53 “50 And the Lord said to Moses 
in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, 51 
Tell the Israelites, When you have passed over the 
Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 Then you shall 
drive out all the inhabitants of the land before you 
and destroy all their figured stones and all their 
molten images and completely demolish all their 
[idolatrous] high places, 53 And you shall take 
possession of the land and dwell in it, for to you I 
have given the land to possess it.”

The critical phrases here for us to focus on are:

You shall drive out [chase away] all the inhabitants; 
you must  disposes. You must conquer the land; you must dwell in the land.

Part two:   

Numbers 33:54 “54 You shall inherit the land by lot according to your families; to the large 
tribe you shall give a larger inheritance, and to the small tribe you shall give a smaller 
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inheritance. Wherever the lot falls to any man, that shall be his. According to the tribes of 
your fathers you shall inherit.”

The critical phrases here for us to focus on are:

You shall apportion the land. The larger tribe receives the larger portion; as does the 
smaller tribe receive the smaller portion. According to the tribes you will settle... Divide 
the land.

Joshua is chosen as he next leader after Moses.  Quite a job! Looking back over his 
career, we do not really see a man that has stood out in any way. And in some ways we 
almost doubt his ability.

Joshua hears the sound of the people dancing around the golden calf and misreads the 
people’s sin as the sounds of war, when in reality they are having a party. 

Exodus 32:17-18	  “17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he 
said to Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. 18 But Moses said, It is not the sound 
of shouting for victory, neither is it the sound of the cry of the defeated, but the sound of 
singing that I hear.”

Joshua hears the two elders  that are prophesying, and attempts to get them to stop, 
thinking that it’s only Moses who is allowed to do this.
 
Joshua is one of the 12 spies that go into the Land, but when they all return and the other 
spies start to speak against entering the Land, we see that he leaves it to Caleb to voice 
an opposition to the people’s choice. 

Numbers 14:24  “24 But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has 
followed Me fully, I will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall 
possess it.”

But even when he makes mistakes, we can see that he is  always close to Moses, to the 
Tabernacle and to GOD.

THREE EMPOWERING EVENTS

In the first place:

GOD comes to speak directly to him and says 3 times.

“Be strong and take courage”

Joshua 1:6-7,9 6 Be strong (confident) and of good courage, for you shall cause this 
people to inherit the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.	  7 Only you be strong 
and very courageous, that you may do according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you. Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper 
wherever you go.	   9 Have not I commanded you? Be strong, vigorous, and very 
courageous. Be not afraid, neither be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.
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In the second place:

GOD initiates  the act of warfare by exposing 
Joshua to the Holy place/ground.

We see almost a virtual repeat of the 
situation where Moses stands at the burning 
bush.

Exodus 3:2-5 “2 The Angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the 
midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, 

the bush burned with fire, yet was not 
consumed. 3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush 
is not burned. 4 And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out 
of the midst of the bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I. 5 God said, Do 
not come near; put your shoes off your feet, for the place on which you stand is 
holy ground.”

Joshua 5:13-15	  “13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he looked up, and behold, a Man stood 
near him with His drawn sword in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, Are 
you for us or for our adversaries? 14 And He said, No [neither], but as Prince of the Lord’s 
host have I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to 
Him, What says my Lord to His servant? 15 And the Prince of the Lord’s host said to 
Joshua, Loose your shoes from off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy. And 
Joshua did so.”

In both cases the men are standing on Holy ground. In both cases they have to remove 
their sandals. In the case of Moses, it’s both feet. In the case of Joshua, it seems to be 
only of a foot, according to Strong’s 7272---Regel, from the root Strong’s 7270, the 
word used is a noun.

How do we interpret th is  strange 
difference?

There is  no easy answer. What we see is 
that Moses was connected with GOD in a 
far more significant way, and we see that 
he never actually goes to war. His intimacy 
with GOD reaches the level that the Glory 
of GOD reflects off of his face.

Joshua is  the general. He is the one who 
does the physical warfare, and has 
moments where he has meetings with 
GOD. Could it be, that the difference was 
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the time away from GOD on the battlefield would impact his level of “holy and clean”?

But there is a significant difference in the task that each of these men would go about 
doing… One (Moses) would “take” the people out, and the other, (Joshua) would go in to 
take the Land.

According to the Biblical recourses of Gesenius–Lexicon, when transferring a domain 
from one party to another, it was  the customary action to symbolically deliver the shoe by 
casting it down. (See Psalm 60:10)

In the third place:

Joshua learns the principle of First Fruits.  GOD tells  us  the “first” of every clean thing 
belongs to Him. When we dedicate the first to GOD, then the “whole” becomes holy.

This  principle applies in battle as well. When we are victorious in battle, we need to give 
GOD the glory. Which is  why it was such an issue when one Israelite took a few items 
after the battle of Jericho. This action had the effect of saying…we won the battle.

Does Joshua complete this first objective?

Joshua does go to battle, he conquers  the major strongholds, he apportions the land, and 
the people settle to some degree. It is however true that the tribes in the north do not 
fully engage, nor do they chase out all of the inhabitants, but rather allow them to stay on.

Joshua 23:12-13 “12 For if you turn back and adhere to the remnant of these nations left 
among you and make marriages with them, you marrying their women and they yours,13 
Know with certainty that the Lord your God will not continue to drive these nations from 
before you; but they shall be a snare and trap to you, and a scourge in your sides and 
thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this good land which the Lord your God has 
given you.”

Joshua, just before he dies, speaks to them and asks the question, are you and your 
family following GOD like my family and I have done?

History shows this not to be true. We see a string of stories: of backsliding, of a time of 
oppression, of a tribal king that stands up to lead, of a temporary peace, and then, the 
entire process starts over again.

Phase 2: Establish Godly leadership… Find a KING!

The objective of earthly kingship is to be the wheel between “war and settling” the land 
AND the “building of the Tabernacle”.

A Torah based king is someone who:

Will be a servant of GOD AND will serve the people.

10



**NUGGET!** An earthly king must reflect GOD, not be His replacement!!!!
This  past history has revealed that nobody has been able to get a leadership role in place 
that reflects these attributes properly.

An earthly king must reflect GOD, not be His replacement!!!!
This  past history has revealed that nobody has been able to get a leadership role in place 
that reflects these attributes properly.

Let’s define the attributes that we must see to identify Godly kingship.

A king must:

• Do everything to UNITE the people [in this case get all 12 Tribes to work 
together] E.g. go to war in order to bring security. 

• Do everything to get the people closer to worshipping GOD. E.g. by presenting 
the victory as belonging to GOD.
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Is it wrong to ask for a king?

Moses indicated that having an earthly king is well within the concept of how GOD saw 
ruler-ship in the physical domain.

Deuteronomy 17:14-15 “14 When you come to the land which the Lord your God gives 
you and you possess it and live there, and then say, We will set a king over us like all 
the nations that are about us, 15 You shall surely set as king over you him whom the Lord 
your God will choose. One from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you 
may not set a foreigner, who is not your brother, over you.”

There are exclusions as to who qualifies to be king over the children of Israel.

Deuteronomy 17:15[b] “15 You shall surely set as king over you him whom the Lord your 
God will choose. One from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may 
not set a foreigner, who is not your brother, over you.”

There are standards which are to be used to measure the kings heart.

Deuteronomy 17:16-20 “16 But he shall not multiply horses to himself or cause the 
people to return to Egypt in order to multiply horses, since the Lord said to you, You shall 
never return that way. 17 And he shall not multiply wives to himself, that his [mind and] 
heart turn not away; neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. 18 
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And when he sits on his royal throne, he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, 
out of what is before the Levitical priests. 19 And he shall keep it with him, and he shall 
read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn [reverently] to fear the Lord his God, by 
keeping all the words of this law and these statutes and doing them, 20 That his [mind 
and] heart may not be lifted up above his brethren and that he may not turn aside from the 
commandment to the right hand or to the left; so that he may continue long, he and his 
sons, in his kingdom in Israel.”

So why is Samuel unhappy when the people come to ask for a king?

The people have entered and taken the Land, and it’s not long before they turn away from 
GOD and begin to chase after the idols of the Canaanites and begin to worship these 
instead.

The Philistines are their enemy and have gone to war with the Israelites.  They mistakenly 
think that all they have to do is take the ARK with them and GOD will defeat the enemy. 
They are mistaken—God WILL not bless an idol-worshiping nation! The Philistines have 
beaten them in war and they have taken possession of the Ark and placed it before their 
god, Dagon.

Samuel is a righteous prophet, and on GOD’s Word, goes to war against the Philistines 
and when misfortune hits these people, they return the Ark. 

But the Philistines  will keep coming back for another fight, as they are determined to 
defeat this enemy of theirs. The Israelites do not want a prophet to lead them, even if he 
wins the war- they want a king!

Samuel takes a lamb as an offering in order to give the GLORY to GOD, and then Samuel 
cries out to GOD. After the victory, Samuel takes a stone and sets up a memorial, to 
remind everyone  exactly who caused the victory!!!

It’s only Samuel…Samuel…Samuel!! Where are the people? Do they give GOD the glory?

No… Instead, they demand a king as other people have. A king that they think will fight 
their battles for them.

1 Samuel 8:19-20 “19 Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, 
and they said, No! We will have a king over us, 20 That we also may be like all the 
nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.”

And so they get that same sort of king that they wanted (be careful what you ask for).

1 Samuel 8:11-17 “11 And he said, These will be the ways of the king who shall reign 
over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen 
and to run before his chariots. 12 He will appoint them for himself to be commanders 
over thousands and over fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest and 
to make his implements of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your 
daughters to be perfumers, cooks, and bakers. 14 He will take your fields, your 
vineyards, and your olive orchards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants. 
15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and 
to his servants. 16 He will take your men and women servants and the best of your cattle 
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and your donkeys and put them to his work. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and 
you yourselves shall be his slaves.”

A QUICK LOOK AT SAUL.

Saul is  this interim king, one that would 
satisfy the eyes, ears, and hearts of men 
who have the wrong motive in their hearts.

In the early battles, Saul is  able to get all of 
the people together to go and rescue a small 
town Yavesh Gilag, a town of Benjamites 
who previously did not send men in a time of 
need. But these are also Saul’s tribal 
brothers as he is  also from the tribe of 
Benjamin.

But it does not last… The men begin to lose 
faith and start to leave him. Although he 
gains victories  on the battlefield, he fails to 
give GOD the glory and does not lead the 
people towards GOD, but instead makes choices 
against the will of GOD. He fails to destroy the Amalekites, and takes  their animals as a 
sign of “his” victory.

Interestingly, Saul was killed by the Philistines’ arrow, and by an Amalekite… Those 
whom he failed to destroy.

1 Samuel 31:1-4 “1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled 
before [them] and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines pursued Saul and his 
sons, and slew Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, Saul’s sons. 3 The battle went 
heavily against Saul, and the archers severely wounded him. 4 Saul said to his armor-
bearer, Draw your sword and thrust me through, lest these uncircumcised come and thrust 
me through and abuse and mock  me. But his armor-bearer would not, for he was terrified. 
So Saul took a sword and fell upon it.”

2 Samuel 1:6-9 “6 The young man said, By chance I  happened to be on Mount Gilboa and 
I saw Saul leaning on his spear, and beold, the chariots and horsemen were close behind 
him. 7 When he looked behind him, he saw me and called to me. I  answered, Here I am. 8 
He asked me, Who are you? I answered, An Amalekite. 9 He said to me, Rise up against 
me and slay me; for terrible dizziness has come upon me, yet my life is still in me [and I 
will be taken alive].”

**NUGGET!** Saul’s  story, which describes the man who will become king, starts off with 
an unsuccessful search for donkeys. If you cannot find or look after a few donkeys 
properly, how would you ever be able to care for GOD’s people? In fact, he fails to show 
diligence and perseverance and he just gives up.
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1 Samuel 9:3-5 “3 The donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. Kish said to Saul, Take 
a servant with you and go, look  for the donkeys. 4 And they passed through the hill country 
of Ephraim and the land of Shalishah, but did not find them. Then they went through the 
land of Shaalim and the land of Benjamin, but did not find them. 5 And when they came to 
the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant, Come, let us return, lest my father stop 
worrying about the donkeys and become concerned about us.”

Saul’s story ends with exactly the same result as his kingship started—in the same way 
that he could not find the donkeys, now he is  unsuccessful in his search for GOD.

1 Samuel 28:7-9 “7 Then Saul said to his servants, Find me a woman WHO IS A 
MEDIUM [BETWEEN THE LIVING AND THE DEAD  that I may go and inquire of her. 
His servants said, Behold, there is a woman who is a medium at Endor. 8 So Saul 
disguised himself, put on other raiment, and he and two men with him went and came to 
the woman at night. He said to her, Perceive for me by the familiar spirit and bring up 
for me the dead person whom I shall name to you. 9 The woman said, See here, you 
know what Saul has done, how he has cut off those who are mediums and wizards out of 
the land. Why then do you lay a trap for my life to cause my death?”
 
Now let’s see how David measures as the Godly role-model of earthly kingship…

Let’s revisit the model that’s required: 

The GODLY ROLE MODEL is one where the king would be a servant to GOD, and NOT 
HIS REPLACEMENT, and at the same time would be a servant to the people, and NOT A 
RULER.
    GOD

  King as servant of GOD >>>> King serving people.

WRONG MODELS:

Lets just re-define some of the ungodly ruler-ship/kingship models that we can find.

[1]
No GOD

KING (The king chooses to reject GOD entirely.)

People serving the king
[2] 

GOD

           King serves GOD

           Instead of the king serving the people, people serve him.
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David is a man after GOD’s heart.  Why?

Because David serves the people in a gentle way. 

He accepts the position of king over Judah, and does 
not force his rule over the other ten tribes. It takes 7 
years for them to think about it, to measure his integrity, 
to come to the decision to ask him to be their king.

David accepts, and then moves from Hebron to 
Jerusalem to neutral ground. His honouring of the 
role of king, in relation to Saul, is an act which reflects 
the value of authority. His reaction to individuals, who 
abuse/curse him, in all cases  is moderation since he 

understands the critical nature of UNITY.

He goes to war, against all of the enemies of Israel, until there is rest and peace in the 
land.

2 Samuel 7:1-3; 8-10 “1 When King David dwelt in his house and the Lord had given him 
rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 The king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, 
I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within curtains. 3 And Nathan said to 
the king, Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you. 8 So now say this to My 
servant David, Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep, to be prince over My people Israel. 9 And I was with you wherever you went, and 
have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like [that] 
of the great men of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for My people Israel and will 
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and be moved no more. And wicked 
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly.”

David starts the process of building the Tabernacle.

He brings that ARK back to Jerusalem. He unashamedly worships  GOD before all of the 
people. He builds the war chest of gold, and precious things  needed for the Tabernacle. 
He buys the threshing floor where the Ark/ Tabernacle will stand.

2 Samuel 24:18-25 “18 Then Gad came to David and said, Go up, rear an altar to the Lord 
on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 19 So David went up according to Gad’s 
word, as the Lord commanded. 20 Araunah looked and saw the king and his servants 
coming toward him; and [he] went out and bowed himself before the king with his face to 
the ground. 21 Araunah said, Why has my lord the king come to his servant? And David 
said, To buy the threshing floor from you, to build there an altar to the Lord, that the 
plague may be stayed from the people. 22 And Araunah said to David, Let my lord the king 
take and offer up what seems good to him. Behold, here are oxen for burnt sacrifice, and 
threshing instruments and the yokes of the oxen for wood. 23 All this, O king, Araunah 
gives to the king. And Araunah said to the king, The Lord your God accept you. 24 But 
King David said to Araunah, No, but I will buy it of you for a price. I will not offer burnt 
offerings to the Lord my God of that which costs me nothing. So David bought the 
threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25 David built there an altar to the 
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Lord and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the Lord heeded the prayers 
for the land, and Israel’s plague was stayed.”

Does he get to build the Tabernacle… NO.

2 Samuel 7:12-13 “12 And when your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I 
will set up after you your offspring who shall be born to you, and I will establish his 
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My Name [and My Presence], and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever.”

Mostly, people think that it’s the “blood on his hands” that prevents David from the building 
of the Tabernacle.  And there is a measure of truth in that… However, a far more relevant 
reason why David is prevented from building the Tabernacle is the instance when David 
arranged for the numbering of the “men that can go to war”.   

2 Samuel 24:2, 9 “2 For the king said to Joab  the captain of the host who was with him, 
Go now through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beersheba, and count the 
people, that I may know their number. 9 And Joab gave the sum of the numbering of the 
people to the king. There were in Israel 800,000 valiant men who drew the sword, and 
the men of Judah were 500,000.”

Let’s recall:

Earthly kings must give GOD the glory and honour for victory. We need to show the 
people that GOD will fight the battle for us. If we count the men of war, then we are 
saying… “I did it my way”.

David knew immediately that he had sinned; that he had moved in the flesh. When he 
sees the effect of GOD’s  judgment, where innocent people are being killed, he asks, “but 
what have they done?”

2 Samuel 24:17 “17 When David saw the angel who was smiting the people, he spoke to 
the Lord and said, Behold, I  have sinned and I have done wickedly; but these sheep, 
what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray You, be [only] against me and against my 
father’s house.”
  
Phase 3: Building the Tabernacle… Establishing permanent worship 
by all people in the land.

The ultimate purpose is to have GOD dwell in our midst.
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ONLY PEOPLE WHO SERVE GOD AND WHO SERVE THE PEOPLE,  CAN BUILD THE 
TABERNACLE.

David had done everything that he could to 
maintain the unity between the tribes. He had 
gone out to defeat all of their enemies so that 
they could live in peace. Solomon comes to 
power in a time of no-war, but of peace.

1 Kings 4:21 “21 Solomon reigned over all the 
kingdoms from the [Euphrates] River to the land 
of the Philistines and to the border of Egypt; 
they brought tribute and served Solomon all the 
days of his life.”

So Solomon goes out to build the Tabernacle.

1 Kings 6:1,11-14 “1 And 480 years after the 
Israelites came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over 
Israel, in the second month, Ziv, he began to build the Lord’s house.	  11 Now the word of 
the Lord came to Solomon, saying, 12 Concerning this house which you are building, if 
you will walk  in My statutes, execute My precepts, and keep all My commandments to walk 
in them, then I will fulfill to you My promises which I made to David your father. 13 And I 
will dwell among the Israelites and will not forsake My people Israel. 14 So Solomon built 
the house and finished it.”

Did Solomon really exercise Godly wisdom? We know that he asked GOD for wisdom... or 
did he?

No… He asked for an understanding heart, “lev Shama”. He is asking for the ability to 
be obedient to GOD’s Word.

1 Kings 3:9 “9 So give Your servant an understanding mind and a hearing heart to 
judge Your people, that I may discern between good and bad. For who is able to judge 
and rule this Your great people?

So Solomon has the perfect platform to reach the ultimate goal…

The people are united behind one king. The people understand that GOD is  the reason 
why they are blessed, and the people are united to build the Tabernacle. 

Solomon turns  out to be a kind of different king… He is a king that only thinks of himself, a 
king that destroys his father David’s, foundation—every single thing that David had put in 
place, and so he is a king that destroys the concept of legacy. 

Perhaps you will ask, how?

This  study is  not really about how not to do something for GOD, but it’s important to 
highlight the wrong choices people make that can change not only their own lives, but 
those of many other innocent people, specifically when you are a leader.
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A] Solomon destroyed the unity of the people. 
He set a system of taxes in place that was onerous, but also extremely unfair. He levied 
taxes on all of the tribes EXCEPT his own… the tribe of Judah did not have to contribute.

B] Solomon changed a nation of free men, into slaves.
They were forced to work unreasonable times; he brought them under the burden of abuse 
again.

1 Kings 5:13-17 “13 King Solomon raised a levy [of forced labor] out of all Israel; and 
the levy was 30,000 men. 14 He sent them to Lebanon, 10,000 a month by divisions; one 
month they were in Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram was over the levy. 15 
And Solomon had 70,000 burden bearers and 80,000 hewers [of stone] in the hill country 
of Judah, 16 Besides Solomon’s 3,300 overseers in charge of the people doing the 
work. 17 The king commanded, and they hewed and brought out [a]great, costly stones 
in order to lay the foundation of the house with dressed stone.”

Solomon abused those who they had failed to “chase out” and he became to them as 
Pharaoh was to the Israelites.

1 Kings 9:15-21 “15 This is the account of the levy [of forced labor] which King Solomon 
raised to build the house of the Lord, his own house, the Millo, the wall of Jerusalem, 
Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer. 16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and taken Gezer, 
burned it with fire, slew the Canaanites who dwelt in the city, and had given it as dowry to 
his daughter, Solomon’s wife. 17 So Solomon rebuilt Gezer and Lower Beth-horon, 18 
Baalath and Tamar (Tadmor) in the wilderness, in the land of Judah, 19 And all the store 
cities which Solomon had and cities for his chariots and cities for his horsemen, and 
whatever Solomon desired to build [a]for his pleasure in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and 
in all the land of his dominion. 20 As for all the people who were left of the Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who were not Israelites, 21 Their children who 
were left after them in the land, whom the Israelites were not able utterly to destroy, of 
them Solomon made a forced levy of slaves to this day.”

C] Solomon married pagan women, in a bid to secure peace.

It means that he failed to trust GOD, and he failed to take up his role of General.

1 Kings 11:1-3 “1 But King Solomon [defiantly] loved many foreign women—the 
daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and 
Hittites. 2 They were of the very nations of whom the Lord said to the Israelites, You shall 
not mingle with them, neither shall they mingle with you, for surely they will turn away your 
hearts after their gods. Yet Solomon clung to these in love. 3 He had 700 wives, 
princesses, and 300 concubines, and his wives turned away his heart from God.”
 
D] Solomon built pagan altars. 
It does not say that he worshiped other gods  but… compromise and duality are the 
opening to a world of backsliding and finally, exile.
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idol of the Ammonites. 8 And he did so [a]for all of his foreign wives, who burned incense 
and sacrificed to their gods. 9 And the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart 
was turned from the Lord, the God of Israel, Who had appeared to him twice, 10 And had 
commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods, but he did 
not do what the Lord commanded.”

This  compromise has  its  consequences. When this  united kingdom split when Solomon 
died, we see the northern kingdom introduce their own tribe of priests, their own set of 
feast days, and an alternate temple.

1 Kings 12:25-30 “25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and 
lived there. He went out from there and built Penuel. 26 Jeroboam said in his heart, Now 
the kingdom will return to the house of David. 27 If this people goes up to the house of the 
Lord at Jerusalem to sacrifice, then the heart of this people will turn again to their lord, to 
Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me and go back to Rehoboam king of Judah. 
28 So the king took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to the people, It 
is too much for you to go [all the way] up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 29 And he set the one golden calf in Bethel, and 
the other he put in Dan. 30 And this thing became a sin; for the people went to worship 
each of them even as far as Dan.”

“Avodah zarah” is normally translated as “idolatry”.  A better translation is “foreign 
worship”. 

We believe that we are guilty of foreign worship 
only when we worship a pagan idol. This  is far 
from the truth.  We are guilty of foreign worship 
if  we profess to worship GOD, BUT do so in a 
mode of worship which does not follow the 
pattern and order that GOD determined. I.e. 
any worship that is a legalistic ritual, is 
foreign worship before GOD. It is only when 
we “Sh’ma” (Hebrew for Listen and Obey) 
GOD’s Word clearly, and demonstrate that we 
will worship in Truth and in Spirit, that we can 
say that we are worshiping GOD and walking 
in intimacy with Him. 

E] Solomon chased after wealth. 
We do not read anywhere that he set aside anything for GOD. It’s  not that we should not 
enjoy GOD’s blessings, but it is a sin when you are not satisfied with what you have.

F] Solomon inherits a promise of a kingdom that will stand forever, 
after his rule we find kings such as Ahab.

1 Kings 11:34-39 “34 However, I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand; but I will 
make him ruler all the days of his life for David My servant’s sake, whom I chose because 
he kept My commandments and My statutes. 35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son’s 
hand and give it to you, ten tribes. 36 Yet to his son I will give one tribe, that David My 
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desires; and you shall be king over Israel. 38 And if you will hearken to all I command you 
and will walk in My ways and do right in My sight, keeping My statutes and My 
commandments, as David My servant did, I will be with you and build you a sure house, as 
I built for David, and will give Israel to you. 39 And I  will for this afflict the descendants of 
David, but not forever. ”

G] Solomon chases after horses and chariots.

1 Kings 10:26-29 “26 Solomon collected chariots and horsemen; he had 1,400 chariots 
and 12,000 horsemen, which he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king in 
Jerusalem. 27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars as 
plentiful as the sycamore trees in the lowlands. 28 Solomon’s horses were brought out of 
Egypt, and the king’s merchants received them in droves, each at a price. 29 A chariot 
could be brought out of Egypt for 600 shekels of silver, and a horse for 150. And so to all 
the kings of the Hittites and of Syria they were exported by the king’s merchants.”

**NUGGET!** Solomon builds  the Temple, but he also builds many other bigger, grander 
buildings, palaces  and so forth, for his own glory. It seems that his  wisdom, to 
understanding how to serve GOD, got lost in the bigger picture of having others serve him.

CONCLUSION

Let’s summarize:

It seems that the pattern, which we have to follow to move behind the veil, is to develop a 
mindset that will always be in pursuit of LEGACY.

It starts with chasing away the old inhabitants of the land. The old mindsets, the 
wrong habits, the ego driven desires, the bad attitudes, and the emotional insecurities 

The next step is to apportion and settle the land. The moment that you understand 
what your giftings are, what your talents  are, and how you interact with people, then you 
need to fill up that potential, with acts of obedience. This step of leadership seeks to be 
revealed in the fruit of a connected, happy mentor.

We all are placed in positions where we are part of groups of other people, on the sports 
field, in the workplace, in the home. As warriors in the Kingdom, we need to keep and 
guard the garden. We need to unite the entire group behind a common cause. And then 
we need to give GOD the glory, not only for the victories, but with an expectation that He 
will provide, protect, and comfort.

The leadership model of--
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Man serving God, and man serving the people.

This  is  a critical element, without which you will never 
be able to build the Tabernacle.

We can only build the Tabernacle made of living 
stones, if we have stones that are sufficient in 
number to complete the structure. Each living stone 
should fulfill the role and position that they have 
been placed into by GOD, as well as be connected 
with the golden hooks of the Holy Spirit, and be 
covered by the Robe of Righteousness. We also 
need our works  of obedience and the fruit of the 
Spirit.

FATHERS, SERVANTS, LEADERS: Is there rest/
peace in your home, can you worship in unity, 
have you read the Torah to the people this Sukkot?  

What should we read?
 
Psalm 84 “1 How lovely are Your tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! 2 My soul yearns, yes, 
even pines and is homesick for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out and 
sing for joy to the living God. 3 Yes, the sparrow has found a house, and the swallow a 
nest for herself, where she may lay her young—even Your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King 
and my God. 4 Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) are those who dwell in Your 
house and Your presence; they will be singing Your praises all the day long. Selah [pause, 
and calmly think of that]! 5 Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) is the man whose 
strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 6 Passing through the 
Valley of Weeping (Baca), they make it a place of springs; the early rain also fills [the 
pools] with blessings. 7 They go from strength to strength [increasing in victorious power]; 
each of them appears before God in Zion. 8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 
give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! 9 Behold our shield [the 
king as Your agent], O God, and look upon the face of Your anointed! 10 For a day in Your 
courts is better than a thousand [anywhere else]; I would rather be a doorkeeper and 
stand at the threshold in the house of my God than to dwell [at ease] in the tents of 
wickedness. 11 For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield; the Lord bestows [present] grace 
and favor and [future] glory (honor, splendor, and heavenly bliss)! No good thing will He 
withhold from those who walk  uprightly. 12 O Lord of hosts, blessed (happy, fortunate, to 
be envied) is the man who trusts in You [leaning and believing on You, committing all and 
confidently looking to You, and that without fear or misgiving]!”

You may ask, can we really go beyond/behind the veil?

Moses did… and he wore the veil to cover GOD’s Glory.

Exodus 34:33-34	  “3 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on 
his face. 34 But when Moses went in before the Lord to speak with Him, he took the veil 
off until he came out. And he came out and told the Israelites what he was commanded.”

Rebecca did…when she saw the king and priest of her life.  
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Genesis 24:65 “65 For she [had] said to the servant, Who is that man walking across the 
field to meet us? And the servant [had] said, He is my master. So she took a veil and 
concealed herself with it.”

She said to the servant, “Who is this man walking in the field to meet us?” When the 
servant replied, “It’s my master,” she took her veil and covered herself.

Solomon tells us that the BRIDE of Messiah will have a veil.

Song of Songs 1:7 “7 [Addressing her shepherd, she said] Tell me, O [a]you whom my 
soul loves, where you pasture your flock, where you make it lie down at noon. For why 
should I [as I think of you] be as a veiled one straying beside the flocks of your 
companions?”

Song of Songs 4:1-3 “1How fair you are, my love [he said], how very fair! Your eyes 
behind your veil [remind me] of those of a dove; your hair [makes me think of the black, 
wavy fleece] of a flock  of [the Arabian] goats which one sees trailing down Mount Gilead 
[beyond the Jordan on the frontiers of the desert]. 2 Your teeth are like a flock of shorn 
ewes which have come up from the washing, of which all are in pairs, and none is missing 
among them. 3 Your lips are like a thread of scarlet, and your mouth is lovely. Your cheeks 
are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil.”

This is the Feast of Sukkot, and it’s the time of miracles…it’s the time of intimacy!

Do you want to walk behind the veil in the spiritual domain?

You need to earnestly desire it. You need to hold onto the Holy Spirit. You need to walk in 
holiness.

2 Kings 6:14-20 “14 So [the Syrian king] sent there horses, chariots, and a great army. 
They came by night and surrounded the city. 15 When the servant of the man of God rose 
early and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was around the city. Elisha’s 
servant said to him, Alas, my master! What shall we do? 16 [Elisha] answered, Fear not; 
for those with us are more than those with them. 17 Then Elisha prayed, Lord, I  pray You, 
open his eyes that he may see. And the Lord opened the young man’s eyes, and he saw, 
and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 18 And 
when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, Smite this people with 
blindness, I pray You. And God smote them with blindness, as Elisha asked. 19 Elisha said 
to the Syrians, This is not the way or the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man 
whom you seek. And he led them to Samaria. 20 And when they had come into Samaria, 
Elisha said, Lord, open the eyes of these men that they may see. And the Lord 
opened their eyes, and they saw. Behold, they were in the midst of Samaria!”

You get to see in the spiritual realm…ask God to open your eyes!!! Today!!! 
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CHAPTER	  2:

GOD’s Idea of Leadership In 
The End-Times
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GOD’s idea of leadership in the End-Times
We are celebrating the Feast of Sukkot (Sukkot is the Hebrew for Feast of Tabernacles) 
and while these days are all exciting, about building a booth, having wonderful meals with 
family and friends. These moments cause us to stop and think… What is it that lies 
ahead? 

We have a world that seemingly has gone mad. It seems that everyone only thinks  about 
themselves. Random killings, hijackings, wars, passenger airlines that get shot down, 
others that just disappear into thin air…

It seems these are times much like that which are described for us in the book of Judges, 
when it was said: men did whatever they thought was good. But was it?

In difficult times, Godly men and women will stand up out of the crowd to lead with 
integrity.

Let us define which attributes are important for Godly leadership to,

a) Firstly, have a clear idea what the qualities needed are, so that we can have a plumb 
line to use to measure our own ability/readiness, and begin the process of training and so 
forth, so that we are found ready and able in due time.

b) Secondly, use these criteria to measure all manner of men who stand up and proclaim 
that they are the right leader. 

We need to be able to discern between a Godly and an Ungodly leader. In reality, many 
leaders are charismatic by nature, and can put on a show that dazzles the mind…but are 
they what God defines, a Godly leader?

Some things to consider when determining 
whether one is a Godly leader…

1] Can you look after another king’s sheep?

Our initial reaction would be to say... Yes! After all, 
it sounds so good/so righteous. But the truth of 
the matter is, man’s sense of independence, his 
fierce competitive nature to be the winner usually 
influences him, and the rewards of such 
aggressive behavior are seen all over the world 
today.

Many people are highly successful, have built 
large businesses, sport careers, ministries, and 
so forth because of this  combination of attributes. 
If one discards the marketing hype, and the 
media “words”, we see a common thread 
emerging. Let’s honour the man who did this! 
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We will seldom hear of the contributions of others, of the dedication of the many, and 
sadly, we seldom hear about those who were crushed/ wounded or destroyed in this 
march to success. A reality of success is that mergers/ amalgamations/ take-overs of the 
“less-successful” always end with retrenchments/demotions and so on.

And so my question is asked again… Can you look after another man’s sheep?

To help us  define the criteria needed, we have to find men who managed to achieve this 
goal in their lives. We have two examples in Moses and Jacob.  And while they are 
seemingly very different, closer scrutiny reveals some very interesting similarities.

Moses.

Has a fight, kills a man, and is forced to leave “home” and go into exile.

Exodus 2:12 “12 He looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the 
Egyptian and hid him in the sand.”

Jacob.

Has a major family fight over the right of the first-born, has Esau ready to kill him, and is 
forced to leave “home’” and go into exile.

Genesis 27:41-42 “41 And Esau hated Jacob  because of the blessing with which his 
father blessed him; and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are 
very near. When [he is gone] I will [a]kill my brother Jacob.42 These words of Esau her 
elder son were repeated to Rebekah. She sent for Jacob  her younger son and said to him, 
See here, your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you [by intending] to kill you.”

Moses.

Met a woman at a well, and ends up getting married to this foreign woman, Zipporah.

Exodus 2:19-21 “19 They said, An Egyptian delivered us from the shepherds; also he 
drew water for us and watered the flock. 20 He said to his daughters, Where is he? Why 
have you left the man? Call him, that he may eat bread. 21 And Moses was content to 
dwell with the man; and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.”

Jacob.

Met a woman at the well, and ends up marrying her and her sister, both foreign women, 
Rachel and Leah.

Genesis 29:9-10 “9 While he was still talking with them, Rachel came with her father’s 
sheep, for she shepherded them. 10 When Jacob  saw Rachel daughter of Laban, his 
mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his uncle, Jacob went near and rolled the stone 
from the well’s mouth and watered the flock of his uncle Laban.”
Moses.
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Spends 40 years getting used to living within the boundary of a foreign culture, Midian.

Exodus 2:16 “16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came and drew 
water and filled the troughs to water their father’s flock.”

Jacob.

Jacob, Spends 17 years getting used to living within the boundary of a foreign culture. The 
gods of Ur, according to Strong’s 8655 “terafim”, has the following meaning:

“Guardians and givers of a comfortable life,
Human figure/stature from which oracles are sought”

Genesis 31:33	   “33 So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tent and the tent of 
the two maids, but he did not find them. Then he went from Leah’s tent into Rachel’s tent.”

Genesis 35:2-4 “2 Then Jacob  said to his household and to all who were with him, Put 
away the [images of] strange gods that are among you, and purify yourselves and change 
[into fresh] garments; 3 Then let us arise and go up to Bethel, and I will make there an 
altar to God Who answered me in the day of my distress and was with me wherever I 
went. 4 So they [both young men and women] gave to Jacob all the strange gods they 
had and their earrings which were [worn as charms against evil] in their ears; and Jacob 
buried and hid them under the oak near Shechem.”

Moses. 

On his way back to his people, he has an 
encounter with GOD, where his wife circumcises 
their son, in order to save his life.

Exodus 4:24-26 “24 Along the way at a [resting-] 
place, the Lord met [Moses] and sought to kill him 
[made him acutely and almost fatally ill]. 25 [Now 
apparently he had failed to circumcise one of his 
sons, his wife being opposed to it; but seeing his 
life in such danger] Zipporah took a flint knife and 
cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it to touch 
[Moses’] feet, and said, Surely a husband of blood 
you are to me! 26 When He let [Moses] alone [to 
recover], Zipporah said, A husband of blood are 
you because of the circumcision.

Jacob.

On his way back to his people, has an encounter with God at the Jabok River, where he 
wrestles for the duration of an entire night, in order to save his family, and walks with a 
permanent limp.
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Genesis 32:24-25 “24 And Jacob  was left alone, and a Man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25 And when [the Man] saw that He did not prevail against [Jacob], He touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and Jacob’s thigh was put out of joint as he wrestled with Him.”

Let’s see what the differences are:

Moses, the prophet, has a dangerous encounter with GOD, but because Moses has been 
living intimately with GOD, is a man who speaks to and hears from GOD, and serves Him 
with absolute dedication… His  encounter is less traumatic and his wife is  able to intervene 
and save the day.

“Love GOD with all of your heart”, and in times of difficulty you will find it easier to find your 
way back to GOD. 

Jacob, the nation builder, is a man who, for many years has  tried to do things his own way. 
He does not have a history of “success” stories to rely on. Jacob provides  the example of a 
man who strives to follow GOD through the many trials  and tribulations  that life on earth 
bring across our path.

In a sense, “love your neighbour as yourself”, by doing to others that which is good for 
yourself, and you eventually walk in obedience to GOD’s commandments.

But it seems that both men will learn from these experiences, and it seems that the 
combination of experiences teaches  us the critical importance of these following 3 
attributes:

1] Independence.

This  is not the independence that says, “I did it my way”, but rather the hard lesson of 
being on your own in a foreign land, in a different culture.  Here you are called upon to 
recall the lessons, the values, and the principles that you had learned at your family home. 
It’s here that you are forced to think about the course of action that you will take.

Do you follow the norms and standards from the foreign culture, or do you make a decision 
to follow the course of action that you know to be Biblical?

2] Thoughtfulness.

It is  easy to mix with people who have the same values or religious system. It is  very 
difficult to maintain your own lifestyle/values when you are surrounded by a different set of 
standards. We are to be a set apart people. But we are also to make an impact in the 
community that we live in. We cannot always choose to live in a bubble of like- minded 
people.

Leaders develop the skill to walk in integrity with their own belief system, with people who 
have a different worldview, to be able to listen objectively, and yet be set apart/Holy, 
without being judgmental, or negative about the other nation.

3] Make Godly choices.
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We all are forced to make choices. In a place of exile, the extent of true belief system, 
the recognition of the cost that a decision will bring, the desire to please GOD, will reflect 
more clearly the nature and the true heart of a believer.

Moses and Jacob were men who could shepherd another man’s  sheep. In both their 
cases, it was also foreign men’s flock. And both Moses and Jacob shepherded with 
dedication, with care, so much so that other shepherds trusted them completely, with their 
entire livelihood.

Genesis 30:29-30 “29 Jacob  answered him, You know how I have served you, and how 
your possessions, your cattle and sheep and goats, have fared with me. 30 For you had 
little before I came, and it has increased and multiplied abundantly; and the Lord has 
favored you with blessings wherever I turned. But now, when shall I provide for my own 
house also?”

Exodus 3:1 “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and 
he led the flock  to the back or west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb  or Sinai, the 
mountain of God.”

These men knew that the sheep belonged to another king. They could never own them nor 
rule them. They valued freedom. They stood for the equality of all men and women.

**NUGGET!** It’s  people with these ATTRIBUTES that can be called a KINGDOM OF 
PRIESTS.

2] Can you work in a team?`

I do not think that I have to spend too much time talking about the ‘fun and games’ that 
start as soon as a group of people are asked to perform an activity that will result in the 
success of a goal. What is  even stranger is the fact that if you were to take each individual 
on their own and ask them if they support the goal, you will more than likely hear that they 
are very committed to the successful outcome.

Unfortunately a series of very basic human nature attributes come into play almost 
immediately.

Rivalry.
The idea that one of us will get all of the glory or will get to make all of the choices or will 
get a greater reward, or will be chosen as the leader for the next project, is  one of the first 
sticks that get pushed into the wheels spokes to slow the process down.

Jealousy.
Every one believes that they have the attributes/the calling/the anointing to move in certain 
circles. As soon as another, who most probably also has those same gifts is asked to do 
something, then the art of gossiping, back-biting, and stepping on other’s heads  are set in 
motion.

Ego.
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One of the most dangerous of all negative attributes  is ego. Ego has the ability to cloud a 
leader’s mind so much, that good opportunities are lost, risky ventures  are undertaken, 
and many are wounded in the process.

So the question is asked once again, can you work in a team?

One of the best examples given to us is the family team of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. We 
see them functioning as a unit. Both Aaron and Miriam are older siblings and should be in 
charge, yet Moses is the clear leader. He sets the pace.

Together they formed a close unit.

If we look closely at the interaction we will see the following:

Moses.
GOD works directly through Moses. He becomes the prophet that leads/speaks/fights for 
the people. Moses is  however distant, not very friendly, although he argues with GOD on 
behalf of the people, his words towards them often come across as harsh. In fact the 
people said, “you go up the mountain and you tell us  what GOD says…” It’s clear, that 
Moses does not have their full confidence.

Deuteronomy 5:23-24 “23 And when you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, 
while the mountain was burning with fire, you came near me, all the heads of your tribes 
and your elders; 24 And you said, Behold, the Lord our God has shown us His glory and 
His greatness, and we have heard His voice out of the midst of the fire; we have this day 
seen that God speaks with man and man still lives.”

Aaron. 
Aaron responds to whatever Moses tells  him to do. Yet he seems very connected to the 
people, so much so, that he allows himself to be lead astray by them with the golden calf. 
There are many instances where the people approached Aaron, and asked him to 
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intervene, to speak on their behalf.  He is the one with compassion, with the heart of the 
shepherd. 

Numbers 12:11-12 11 “And Aaron said to Moses, Oh, my lord, I plead with you, lay not the 
sin upon us in which we have done foolishly and in which we have sinned. 12 Let her not 
be as one dead, already half decomposed when he comes out of his mother’s womb.”

And the people loved him.

Numbers 20:29 “29 When all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they wept and 
mourned for him thirty days, all the house of Israel.”

Miriam.
She understood the role of worship, music, and song, in uplifting the people. She is the 
one, upon exiting Egypt that stops to pick up the timbales.

The team functions on the following principles:

We have a division of responsibility.

Based on the gifting that had been placed in each one. Paul tells  us that these gifts/talents 
are not primarily for our own benefit, but should be used to empower the Body Of Messiah. 

We have the team operating in UNITY.

Each one understands  their role and does what they are 
called to do. Although we will find a few examples where 
there is disagreement, we find the act of repentance, the 
process of restitution, and the continuance of the job.

**NUGGET!** A team of diverse people with unique 
talents and gifts are needed to deal with the complex 
issues in our lifetime, and its  team members that have 
the grace to allow others to make mistakes that will form 
a cohesive leadership.

3] Can you allow others to speak into your life?

We all know that we are called to love your neighbour.  
You know the lengths that the young Jewish lawyer 
wanted to go, to reduce the “reach” of this 
commandment.

The discussion, now known as the story of the Good Samaritan, leads us to a different 
conclusion. Any person can be my neighbour. And this includes people who are not my 
tribe/ my religion/ my race. 

Although we are a set apart people, a Holy Nation, a royal priesthood, we could never 
possibly know everything, nor have the wisdom to understand every situation. This calls 
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for leaders to be able to have the capacity of being able to hear how others speak, to listen 
to their reasoning, and to let others  speak into their life, if the recommendations pass the 
test of the standards set off in the Bible. It also calls for leaders to have a keen ear to hear 
the whispering of the Holy Spirit, in times such as these.

Moses and his father-in-law Yithro.

Moses meets and gets to know a foreign man, and in the process this  man forms a bond 
with Moses. It seems later that he is a priest in a pagan religion. Yet he trusts Moses 
enough to let him marry his daughter. When Moses brings the people out of Egypt, Yithro 
comes to meet him, to return his wife to him who had being staying with Yithro while 
Moses dealt with the gods of Egypt. 

Exodus 18:23 “If you will do this, and God so commands you, you will be able to endure 
[the strain], and all these people also will go to their [tents] in peace.”

We see that Yithro watches Moses in action.

Exodus 18:13-14 “13 Next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood 
around Moses from morning till evening. 14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was 
doing for the people, he said, What is this that you do for the people? Why do you sit 
alone, and all the people stand around you from morning till evening?”

He respects his position. He respects  his  relationship with God. He rejoices in all the good 
GOD has done for Moses.

Exodus 18:7-12 “7 And Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed in homage 
and kissed him; and each asked the other of his welfare and they came into the tent. 8 
Moses told his father-in-law all the Lord had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for 
Israel’s sake and all the hardships that had come upon them by the way and how the Lord 
delivered them. 9 Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness the Lord had done to Israel in that 
He had delivered them out of the hand of the Egyptians. 10 Jethro said, Blessed be the 
Lord, Who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of 
Pharaoh, Who has delivered the people [Israel] from under the hand of the Egyptians. 11 
Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods. Yes, in the [very] thing in which they 
dealt proudly [He showed Himself infinitely superior to all their gods]. 12 And Jethro, 
Moses’ father-in-law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices [to offer] to God, and Aaron came 
with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God.”

And then he offers Godly wisdom, but in such a way that Moses is put in a position where 
he alone must exercise choice, to decide whether he would apply it or not. 

Exodus 18:17-27 “17 Moses’ father-in-law said to him, The thing that you are doing is not 
good. 18 You will surely wear out both yourself and this people with you, for the thing is too 
heavy for you; you are not able to perform it all by yourself. 19 Listen now to [me]; I will 
counsel you, and God will be with you. You shall represent the people before God, 
bringing their cases and causes to Him, 20 Teaching them the decrees and laws, showing 
them the way they must walk and the work they must do. 21 Moreover, you shall choose 
able men from all the people—God-fearing men of truth who hate unjust gain—and place 
them over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, to be their rulers. 22 And let them judge 
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the people at all times; every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter 
they shall judge. So it will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden with you. 23 If 
you will do this, and God so commands you, you will be able to endure [the strain], and all 
these people also will go to their [tents] in peace. 24 So Moses listened to and heeded the 
voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. 25 Moses chose able men out of all 
Israel and made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, 
and of tens. 26 And they judged the people at all times; the hard cases they brought to 
Moses, but every small matter they decided themselves. 27 Then Moses let his father-in-
law depart, and he went his way into his own land.”

Moses heeded the voice of “others”.  

**NUGGET!** Value diversity of opinion, evaluate all knowledge with in the boundary of 
the Torah (Torah means instructions and teachings, it refers  to GOD’s Word), AND ask 
GOD for wisdom in application. Remember, we are called to, “Walk in Spirit and Truth”.

4] Can you walk in the way that GOD 
wants you to?

Priests  are called to serve in the Tabernacle, to 
worship GOD, and to represent the people at 
all times. 

There is a protocol to approaching GOD. This 
protocol has been set out clearly in the Torah, 
and Paul tells us that the physical Tabernacle 
is a mirror image of the one in the heavens.

There is  a reason why the King of kings would 
define this  protocol in the physical domain… 
So that you and I would know what to do 
when we get to enter the Heavenly 
Tabernacle.

The protocol, is  a pathway defined by a life of sacrifice, regular purification in the form of a 
mikveh (water immersion/baptism), the filling of the oil and the lighting of the lamps on the 
Menorah, the presentation of the showbread, and finally the act of the burning of incense 
at the altar of the Holy of Holies.

Mankind has the right to exercise freedom of choice… WE have NO right to change 
GOD’s protocol, and people who change this order to suit themselves, or add man-made 
rituals/works, or who perform in order to be seen/influence other believers, are like the 
sons of Aaron who brought “strange fire”.   

Aaron’s sons died from this action.

Leviticus 10:1-3	  “1 And Nadab  and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and 
put fire in it, and put incense on it, and offered strange and unholy fire before the Lord, 
as He had not commanded them. 2 And there came forth fire from before the Lord and 
killed them, and they died before the Lord. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, This is what the 

33



Lord meant when He said, I [a][and My will, not their own] will be acknowledged as 
hallowed by those who come near Me, and before all the people I will be honored. And 
Aaron said nothing.

Today people have programs and an authority structure, which is different from that 
which is laid out for us in the Bible. It is one that has  been made by man. They still call on 
GOD to answer their prayers.  But, one really has to ask, are they rather doing it their 
way?

The story of Elijah is  somewhat of a mystery. On one hand the prophet seems to do many 
amazing things and to be this  mighty man of GOD. And yet there is  another side to this 
man. We look at the things that he does, relationships that he destroys, and so forth. In 
other words, we see some very “difficult to justify” actions  that happen in his life, which do 
not seem to match the model of “a man of GOD” in the image presented by Y’shua 
(Jesus).

To all intents and purposes he seems to follow the Torah (GOD’s instructions and 
teachings) explicitly. He warns the people, “Stop with the pagan god stuff or else there will 
be no rain.” This is completely in line with the Bible.

1 Kings 17:1 “1 Elijah the Tishbite, of the temporary residents of Gilead, said to Ahab, As 
the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before Whom I stand, there shall not be dew or rain 
these years but according to My word.”

1 Kings 18:1,41 “1 After many days, the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, 
saying, Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth. 	  41 And Elijah said 
to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink, for there is the sound of abundance of rain.”

James 5:17 “17 Elijah was a human being with a nature such as we have [with feelings, 
affections, and a constitution like ours]; and he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, and no 
rain fell on the earth for three years and six months.”

However, we never see GOD tell him to stop the rain. Did he therefore do things his 
own way?   Nor do we see him say “ in the name of GOD”. Why then does he have to pray 
3 times to have the rain restored?

Again we see him take on the prophets of Baal… We see no sign that GOD said to do 
this. And so, the instance where he has to flee from Jezebel, seems to reflect a man made 
decision, and not a GOD decision.

Finally, we find him on the mountain, where GOD told him to go.

1 Kings 19:9 “There he came to a cave and lodged in it; and behold, the word of the Lord 
came to him, and He said to him, What are you doing here, Elijah?”
  
Just as  Moses fasted for 40 days, so did Elijah. Just as Moses hid in the cleft of the rock, 
so too do we find that Elijah hid in the cave.  We can conclude to find very similar 
circumstances, but as we see later, very different outcomes.
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Moses “heard” GOD and knew what to do. We see the God speaks to Elijah in exactly the 
same way!!! As we read through this story we will see a different reaction from Elijah. 

1 Kings 19:13 “13 When Elijah heard the voice, he wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and 
said, What are you doing here, Elijah?”

What answer was GOD looking for?

Elijah does  not answer the question (one wonders 
why?), but instead speaks of a people who do not 
listen, with accusations of a people who continue 
to sin. He shifts the focus, in much the same 
fashion as Adam and Eve so many years before.

1 Kings 19:10,14 “10 He replied, I  have been very 
jealous for the Lord God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, thrown 
down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with 
the sword. And I, I only, am left; and they seek my 
life, to take it away. 14 He said, I have been very 
jealous for the Lord God of hosts, because the 
Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, thrown 
down Your altars, and slain Your prophets with 
the sword. And I, I only, am left, and they seek 
my life, to destroy it.”

Elijah repeats his answer and he has no idea what GOD expects from him.

Moses acknowledges that the people sinned… BUT rushes to defend them to plead 
on their behalf, to offer himself as the sacrifice!

When we do things GOD’s way, we are teachers of HIS word, we are leaders who 
inspire, we are warriors that defend the people. It’s  about the people, and not about 
me.

**NUGGET!** It’s about being able to stand, listen and hear the still small voice of GOD.

1 Kings 19:11-12 “11 And He said, Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord. And 
behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains and broke in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12 And after the earthquake a fire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire [a sound of gentle stillness and] a still, small 
voice.”

5] Can you pass on the mantle of leadership to the next generation in a 
Godly way? 
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I think one of the hardest things for a leader to do is  to let go and let the next generation 
take over. One of the reasons for this is that it only happens once in a lifetime. Your own 
father/ leader has to be quite old (say 60) before it occurs to him that it’s  time. By this time 
you are already middle-aged. 

Where are the role-model examples?

It’s happening all over the world. In almost every city that we visit for ministry, we are 
included in this type of debate, by one of the two parties  that are involved in these 
“battles”, where they ask for direction, prayer, support. Something that should be a 
blessing, has turned previous friends/ partners, into enemies.

We find this battle laid out for us in the story of the transfer of calling from Elijah, to Elisha. 
In this biblical story, Elijah KNOWS with certainty that it’s time to let go and hand over…
GOD has told him personally.

1 Kings 19:16 “And anoint Jehu son of Nimshi to be king over Israel, and anoint Elisha 
son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah to be prophet in your place.”

Yet he attempts to discourage him continuously. From Gilgal to Jericho, to Bet-el the 
Jordan, Elijah says: 

 “Please stay here…”

Where have we heard that phrase before...? When Abraham takes Isaac to the mountain, 
at an appointed time, he turns to the servants/ attendants and says to them:

 “Please stay here…”

Genesis 22:5 “5 And Abraham said to his servants, Settle down and stay here with the 
donkey, and I and the young man will go yonder and worship and come again to you.”

And then the Bible goes on to say that father and son, ascended the mountain together.

Genesis 22:6-7 “6 Then Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on [the 
shoulders of] Isaac his son, and he took the fire (the firepot) in his own hand, and a knife; 
and the two of them went on together.	  7 And Isaac said to Abraham, My father! And he 
said, Here I am, my son. [Isaac] said, See, here are the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for the burnt sacrifice?”

They were going to a meeting where Isaac would emerge a new man, a leader – the next 
generation leader. After this, Abraham goes home and we hear little or no real news 
about him. In contrast to the story of Isaac, his wife Rebecca and his commitment to stay 
in the Land all of the time become the focus of our attention. 

Attendants have no place at the ceremony where a father passes on the baton to his 
son, that is something special, to be done in the presence of GOD.

So why does Elijah treat the man whom GOD had chosen as his successor, as a 
servant/ attendant? 
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Another aspect of Elijah that is strange is that he knows Elisha must follow him… Yet in the 
calling, he threw his cloak at Elisha and left it for Elisha to “pick up” the purpose and 
calling. At the end, in his  final moments on earth Elijah once again, fails to place his mantle 
on Elisha, instead leaving it to him to “pick up” the mantle of succession.

2 Kings 2:13 “13 He took  up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and went back and 
stood by the bank of the Jordan.”

Why do fathers/ leaders not want to bless the next generation of leaders?

LEGACY, means that I will have empowered the next generation of my family, clan, 
tribe, to move past me on the pathway to the fulfillment of our calling DURING my lifetime.
My life has significance when I see my son run faster, climb higher, worship GOD more 
fully.

One father who shows the way is Jacob. He walks with all of the children through all of the 
tribulations that befall the family. And in the end, he chooses to BLESS THEM ALL 
UNIQUELY. We will see that each tribe has  different giftings. Each has a different role to 
fulfill. Each has a special place in the placing around the Tabernacle. Yet each gets their 
own blessing, to empower them to achieve their full potential, and purpose.

Genesis 49:1-28 “1 And Jacob  called for his sons and said, Gather yourselves together 
[around me], that I may tell you what shall befall you [a]in the latter or last days. 2 Gather 
yourselves together and hear, you sons of Jacob; and hearken to Israel your father. 3 
Reuben, you are my [b]firstborn, my might, the beginning (the firstfruits) of my manly 
strength and vigor; [your birthright gave you] the preeminence in dignity and the 
preeminence in power. 4 But unstable and boiling over like water, you shall [c]not excel 
and have the preeminence [of the firstborn], because you went to your father’s bed; you 
defiled it—he went to my couch! 5 Simeon and Levi are brothers [equally headstrong, 
deceitful, vindictive, and cruel]; their swords are weapons of violence. 6 O my soul, come 
not into their secret council; unto their assembly let not my honor be united [for I knew 
nothing of their plot], because in their anger they slew men [an honored man, Shechem, 
and the Shechemites], and in their self-will they disabled oxen. 7 Cursed be their anger, for 
it was fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel. I will divide them in Jacob and [d]scatter 
them in Israel. 8 Judah, you are the one whom your brothers shall praise; your hand shall 
be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down to you. 9 Judah, a 
lion’s cub! With the prey, my son, you have gone high up [the mountain]. He stooped 
down, he crouched like a lion, and like a lioness—who dares provoke and rouse him? 10 
The scepter or leadership shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between 
his feet, until Shiloh [the Messiah, the Peaceful One] comes to Whom it belongs, and to 
Him shall be the obedience of the people. 11 Binding His foal to the vine and His donkey’s 
colt to the choice vine, He washes His garments in wine and His clothes in the blood of 
grapes. 12 His eyes are darker and more sparkling than wine, and His teeth whiter than 
milk. 13 Zebulun shall live toward the seashore, and he shall be a haven and a landing 
place for ships; and his border shall be toward Sidon. 14 Issachar is a strong-boned 
donkey crouching down between the sheepfolds. 15 And he saw that rest was good and 
that the land was pleasant; and he bowed his shoulder to bear [his burdens] and became 
a servant to tribute [subjected to forced labor]. 16 Dan shall judge his people as one of the 
tribes of Israel. 17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, a horned snake in the path, that 
bites at the horse’s heels, so that his rider falls backward. 18 I  wait for Your salvation, O 
Lord. 19 Gad—a raiding troop shall raid him, but he shall raid at their heels and assault 
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them [victoriously]. 20 Asher’s food [supply] shall be rich and fat, and he shall yield and 
deliver royal delights. 21 Naphtali is a hind let loose which yields lovely fawns. 22 Joseph 
is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a well (spring or fountain), whose branches run over 
the wall. 23 Skilled archers have bitterly attacked and sorely worried him; they have shot at 
him and persecuted him. 24 But his bow remained strong and steady and rested in the 
Strength that does not fail him, for the arms of his hands were made strong and active by 
the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob, by the name of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel, 25 
By the God of your father, Who will help you, and by the Almighty, Who will bless you with 
blessings of the heavens above, blessings lying in the deep beneath, blessings of the 
breasts and of the womb. 26 The blessings of your father [on you] are greater than the 
blessings of my forefathers [Abraham and Isaac on me] and are as lasting as the bounties 
of the eternal hills; they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of 
him who was the consecrated one and the one separated from his brethren and [the one 
who] is prince among them. 27 Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, in the morning devouring the 
prey and at night dividing the spoil. 28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is 
what their father said to them as he blessed them, blessing each one according to the 
blessing suited to him.”

**NUGGET!** Bless often, bless with insight, and seek to lift up your son’s hands.

CONCLUSION

The Jews live as  a set apart people. They proclaim the GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. They choose to dress differently to highlight their beliefs. They worship 
conspicuously on a different timetable. They serve GOD under a Levitical priesthood.

In recent months, in the moderate countries of Europe, we have seen a dramatic increase 
in the number of incidents of abuse, of anti-Semitic behaviour, of violence, and now 
kidnappings and murder of every day people.

We, the adopted sons of Abraham, through the work of Y’shua Messiah (Jesus Christ), are 
also called to be:

Set apart, a holy nation, a royal priesthood in the order of Melchizedek. A Tabernacle made 
up of living stones. We are a body of believers, walking in obedience to GOD’s 
commandments and timetable.

There is not a great deal of difference between these are there? When will we face the 
same form of attack from the kings of this world…?

Are you a potential leader that can “stand and take courage”?  Do you have the 
attributes of leadership that are needed for the task? Do you stand for equality of all 
peoples, especially women? Do you stand for the right to be free men, servants of GOD?
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CHAPTER	  3:

Do Your Garments Speak of 
GOD’s Glory
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Do your garments speak of GOD’s Glory? 
During their time in the wilderness, GOD instructed the children of Israel to build temporary 
booths, and dwell in them. 

Leviticus 23:40 “40 And on the first day you shall take the fruit of pleasing trees [and 
make booths of them], branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick (leafy) trees, and 
willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days.”

GOD commanded that the Israelites celebrate Sukkot, also known as the Feast of 
Tabernacles, or Feast of Ingathering.

Exodus 34:22 22 You shall observe the Feast of Weeks, the first fruits of the wheat 
harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year’s end.

As New Testament believers, we too have been building a sukkah (sukkah is the Hebrew 
word for “booth/dwelling place”). The sukkah is a representation of the temporary dwelling 
that we had in the wilderness. This time is set apart and special, so that we can allow our 
spirits to become quiet, to hear the sound of the wind as it blows softly through the 
branches that make up our shelter. We also need to be away from the hustle and bustle of 

the world system. 

After all, we want to be near GOD again, just as 
it was back then.

If we are careful, and we stand in the opening of 
the sukkah, and look towards the center of the 
camp, we should be able to see the Tabernacle. 
And yes, there rises the smoke of the burnt 
offering on the altar, and the Cloud of Glory 
stands still.

GOD is  going nowhere, and we are staying 
here today…

It is  a Feast day! And we are to bring a First 
Fruits offering. Which also means that we are to 

approach the Tabernacle.

But, what are we to wear for such an occasion, AND does it matter to GOD what we are to 
wear?

The world system sends out very strange and different messages. On one hand it says 
that you can wear anything you like, more especially if it does not seem to fit well at all. On 
the other hand, people dress up in the most outrageously expensive suits and dresses 
merely to prove that they are worth noticing.

And then we go from the one extreme to total modesty, to the absolute minimum of dress 
and the maximum exposure. 
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It seems that the world still struggles to understand the spiritual message of what 
clothes mean for mankind.

 A Biblical Riddle

We are told, not to mix wool and cotton.

Deuteronomy 22:11 “11 You shall not wear a garment of mingled stuff, wool and linen 
together.”

Leviticus 19:19 “19 You shall keep My statutes. You shall not let your domestic animals 
breed with a different kind [of animal]; you shall not sow your field with mixed seed, neither 
wear a garment of linen mixed with wool.”

Yet the garments of the High Priest are wool and cotton…

Exodus 28:1-2, 4-5 “1 From among the Israelites take your brother Aaron and his sons 
with him, that he may minister to Me in the priest’s office, even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, 
Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. 2 And you shall make for Aaron your brother sacred 
garments [appointed official dress set apart for special holy services] for honor and for 
beauty. 4 They shall make these garments: a breastplate, an ephod [a distinctive vestment 
to which the breastplate was to be attached], a robe, long and sleeved tunic of 
checkerwork, a turban, and a sash or band. They shall make sacred garments for Aaron 
your brother and his sons to minister to Me in the priest’s office. 5 They shall receive [from 
the people] and use gold, and blue, purple, and scarlet [stuff], and fine linen.”

How can that be?

Here follows a possible answer…

As men, outside of the Tabernacle, we must keep the two products separate. We must 
fight against the same confusion that ruled between Cain (a farmer—cotton) and Abel (a 
shepherd—wool) 
When we enter the Tabernacle, we have the power of GOD to “burn away” all of this 
unclean and unholy thinking.

If we put on the garment of the Holy Spirit, we will be able (have the power) to deal with 
this confusion… But we need to keep the Garment of the Holy Spirit  on!
 

It starts in the Garden of Eden

The story begins with a very profound statement: “The eyes of both of them were opened”, 
referring to Adam and Eve of course.

Genesis 3:7 Then the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves apron-like girdles.

Let’s look at this word, Strong’s H 5903, which comes from Strong’s H 6191 “a-ram”, 
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• To make naked.
• To uncover, to be impudent, manifesting malevolent mind.
• To be crafty/ spiteful,as in (Psalm 83:4).
• To act craftily, as in (1 Samuel 23:22).

Adam and Eve sewed fig leaves together to make 
themselves loincloths.

I believe that words in the Bible are not without 
meaning. So what does this statement really mean?

What is really being said? 

• They now have open eyes.
• They “see” in the physical.
• They “see” nakedness (i.e. their ability to be 

attracted to evil). 

They think that all they need is a covering, 
(because their mindset had been changed in an 
instant from purity, to craftiness/ spitefulness and so forth), and 
in that covering, that we will not see their actual devious minds.

What is not said directly?

Genesis 3:8 “8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.”

If we have “open ” eyes, i.e. eyes  that are open to seeing the possibility of self/ ego/ evil, 
we will fail to “see” in the spiritual. After GOD had put “clothes” on Adam and Eve, they 
could “see” the covering/ cloud in the spiritual domain. They now knew they were clothed 
in HIS glory (but only retained that Glory while they had GOD’s covering on).

WHY were clothes invented?

We were, at the time of sin, a people ruled by our hearts, by our passions, our emotions. 
Clothes conceal this  fact. Clothes convey the impression that we have changed, that we 
are ruled by our reason/ our commitment to obey GOD.

**NUGGET!** If you wear GOD’s clothes with honour and glory, you are telling the world 
that the heart no longer rules you but that GOD is the center of your universe.

We need to ask ourselves, are we wearing GOD’s clothes with honour and glory?

To answer the question, what must I wear this Sukkot, we will look at how Biblical figures 
treated clothes.
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A] Can you handle the authority that go with the clothes?

Let’s look at the story of Joseph.

Probably one of the most famous of all story’s about the Robe that you may get to wear 
one day.

Every father wants to bless a child, and it is  so with Jacob.  He has a wonderful robe 
prepared for his son, Joseph. This son had the potential to do great things. In fact, he had 
a prophetic dream to indicate exactly what his  role was, but failed to bide his time, and 
failed the walk of humility. Unfortunately, he did not yet have the maturity needed to 
handle/ represent the authority that went with the robe. You see, he fooled himself with his 
own “sense of importance”. Because of his  immaturity, he was instrumental in leading his 
family into exile.

Let’s look at the pattern of events that lead him to the place where he finally understood 
the value of authority, and could represent the Robe’s position, with honour.

1. His father put the robe on him.

2. His brothers stripped the robe off of him.

Genesis 37:23 “23 When Joseph had come to his brothers, they stripped him of his 
[distinctive] long garment which he was wearing.”

3. He gets thrown in to a pit.

Genesis 37:24 “24 Then they took him and cast him into the [well-like] pit which was 
empty; there was no water in it.”

4. He was lifted up and received the new robes for the head servant.

Genesis 39:4 “4 So Joseph pleased [Potiphar] and found favor in his sight, and he served 
him. And [his master] made him supervisor over his house and he put all that he had in his 
charge.	  5 From the time that he made him supervisor in his house and over all that he had, 
the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the Lord’s blessing was on 
all that he had in the house and in the field.”

5. He ran away from the wife, and was prepared to leave the “robe” behind.

Genesis 39:12-13 “12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me! But he left 
his garment in her hand and fled and got out [of the house]. 13 And when she saw that he 
had left his garment in her hand and had fled away.”

6. He got thrown in to jail.

Genesis 39:20 “20 And Joseph’s master took him and put him in the prison, a place where 
the state prisoners were confined; so he was there in the prison.”
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7. Finally, he was taken out of the pit!!! The English Bible translates this as Dungeon. 
However, the same word is used in both instances, namely Strong’s H 0953,“bor”

And has the meaning:

  pit, cistern, bor.

Genesis 41:14	  a)“14 Then Pharaoh sent and 
called Joseph, and they brought him hastily 
out of the dungeon.”

8. He could change into the robes that 
Pharaoh gave him.

Genesis 41:14 b) “42 But Joseph [first] 
shaved himself, changed his clothes, and 
made himself presentable; then he came 
into Pharaoh’s presence.”

Genesis 41:42 “42 And Pharaoh took off his [signet] ring 
from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in [official] vestments of fine 
linen and put a gold chain about his neck.”

B] Can you walk in the level of integrity that the role of a son demands?

Let’s look at the story of Jacob.

Jacob and Esau were twins that had a history of battle from inside of the womb. Rebecca’s 
intercession with GOD revealed that Jacob will carry the favour of GOD. Esau was the 
man’s man… He was the hunter, the fighter, the outdoors’ man. 

It is said that Jacob stayed inside of the tent. The Rabbis  indicate that this speaks of a 
scholar, the intellectual, someone with his “nose deep in the books”.

Now what is really interesting is  that Isaac had been this  absolutely stable example of a 
son that truly follows GOD.

He accepted the walk up the mountain, the binding on the Altar. He lived a prayer filled life, 
meditating in the fields until his wife had arrived. He stood with his  wife when she struggled 
to fall pregnant. And he never left the Promised Land.

And yet, when it came to blessing the “right” son for the calling, he leaned towards  the son 
who lived only in the physical. 

Paul tells us that we have to walk in the physical in order to reach into, and experience the 
spiritual domain.

Esau, however only stayed in the physical. He married a pagan woman, not withstanding 
the fact that his  parents disapproved. He also gave away his birthright. We see no 
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evidence of any desire to follow in the footsteps of father Abraham. It seems clear that 
Esau did not desire to enter the spiritual domain.

Jacob on the other hand, appears to be following the footsteps of a family man, of 
learning, and of leadership. To some degree we would think that his spiritual connection is 
strong.

But it is  not so…he STILL had lessons to learn. When he should have walked in integrity, 
he fell into compromise, deceit, and false witnessing. He had put on clothes that did not 
belong to him. He had put on the hairy skin of goats to create the impression of another 
man’s skin.

Genesis 27:22-23 “22 So Jacob went near to Isaac, and his father felt him and said, The 
voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 23 He could not identify him, 
because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him.”

He was dishonest and lied.

Genesis 27:24 “24 But he said, Are you really my son Esau? He answered, I am.”

C] Can you wear any strange clothes, and still be true to your calling?

Let’s look at the story of Tamar.

Judah was the son who would one day carry the mantle of leadership over all of the 
Tribes. But in the beginning, he was off on his own, married a pagan woman, had three 
sons, who mostly did not look anything like their grandfather Abraham.

The oldest son married Tamar… but had died later on. In terms of the custom, the next 
brother had to marry her, as they hadn’t had any children at that stage.

He decided not to have children that he couldn’t call his own, and sinned… He died shortly 
after he had committed the sin and had dishonoured Tamar.

Judah decided to be devious and decided to dishonour Tamar with false promises.

Tamar went on to “sit in an open place which was on the way to…”

Why is there not a clear description of the place’s name where Tamar was? It would seem 
that it was in the middle of nowhere.

The word that stands out is  “entrance” (Strong’s H 5879), and seems to mean the city in 
the lowlands of Judah, Enan, “double spring”, and is a word used often when talking about 
Abraham… He sits in the entrance to his tent!!!

Could it be that Tamar went back to the place where she could claim the covenant rights?
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We read that Tamar took off the widow’s clothes and had put on the prostitutes  clothes. It 
seems to suggest that Tamar was unrecognizable because she was covered with this new 
set of clothes.

Genesis 38:14 “14 So she put off her 
widow’s garments and covered herself 
with a veil, wrapped herself up [in 
disguise], and sat in the entrance of 
Enaim, which is by the road to Timnath; 
for she saw that Shelah was grown and 
she was not given to him as his wife.”
Now le t ’s fo l low the in te res t ing 
description of Judah.

He saw her, but did not recognize her… 
Can we accept that this was really the 
case, even when the clothes of the 
“prostitute” were lying on the ground?

Genesis 38:15-16 “15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot or devoted 
prostitute [under a vow to her goddess], for she had covered her face [as such women 
did]. 16 He turned to her by the road and said, Come, let me have intercourse with you; for 
he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. And she said, What will you give me that 
you may have intercourse with me?”

Is there a hidden message for us here?

Judah attended two weddings where Tamar married one of his sons. Would he not know 
her? Would a harlot cover the face, or rather, would she expose herself? While he was 
intimate with her, would he not have recognized something of this “woman”… a scar, a 
birthmark, her voice?

This  passage appears to tell a story, and we realize that we should be looking for a deeper 
meaning!!!

That Tamar had lived in his  home with absolute modesty, she was always covered, always 
discreet. Judah had never “seen” her, that’s why he couldn’t recognize her.

He searched for her but couldn’t find her, and failed to consider the response of the men 
along the way… “There was no harlot here!!!”

Genesis 38:21-22 “21 He asked the men of that place, Where is the harlot or cult 
prostitute who was openly by the roadside? They said, There was no harlot or temple 
prostitute here. 22 So he returned to Judah and said, I cannot find her; and also the local 
men said, There was no harlot or temple prostitute around here.”

He saw her, the items that had given as  pledge, the real Tamar, the inner spirit-man of 
Tamar. And in the process, he saw the real Judah….and did not like what he saw.
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Genesis 38:25-26 “21 He asked the men of that place, Where is the harlot or cult 
prostitute who was openly by the roadside? They said, There was no harlot or temple 
prostitute here. 22 So he returned to Judah and said, I cannot find her; and also the local 
men said, There was no harlot or temple prostitute around here.”

He was never intimate with her again, and because of her decision to walk in the truth of 
the covenant and to believe in the faithfulness  of the GOD that Abraham served, she 
became known as part of the lineage of the Messiah.

Genesis 38:27-29 “27 Now when the time came for her to be delivered, behold, there 
were twins in her womb. 28 And when she was in labor, one baby put out his hand; and 
the midwife took his hand and bound upon it a scarlet thread, saying, This baby was born 
first. 29 But he drew back his hand, and behold, his brother was born first. And she said, 
What a breaking forth you have made for yourself! Therefore his name was called Perez 
[breaking forth].”

Is Tamar the Widow, or the Harlot…? 

She is neither but rather a C ovenant Daughter!
D] Can you show sensitivity for your fellow man in the clothes that you 
wear?

Let’s look at the story of Esther.

But actually, we should rather study the man Mordecai.

Mordecai was able to reflect the pain and suffering of his people. He did not wear just 
anything, but he had chosen to express his grief and the pain of his people with sackcloth.

Esther 4:1-2 “1 Now when Mordecai learned all that was done, [he] rent his clothes and 
put on sackcloth with ashes and went out into the midst of the city and cried with a loud 
and bitter cry. 2 He came and stood before the king’s gate, for no one might enter the 
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.”

And later, when the people had been set free in a second exodus, Mordecai chose to wear 
robes that reflected the redemption.

Esther 8:15 “15 And Mordecai went forth from the presence of the king in royal apparel of 
blue and white, with a great crown of gold and with a robe of fine linen and purple; and the 
city of Shushan shouted and rejoiced.”

Too much debate has been made on what type of clothes each gender should or should 
not wear, and the most basic discussion is whether women are allowed to wear pants  or 
not.

The verse that is so often quoted regarding this matter is:

47



Deuteronomy 22:5 “5 The woman shall not wear that which pertains to a man, neither 
shall a man put on a woman’s garment, for all that do so are an abomination to the Lord 
your God.”

The word “garment” is translated from the Hebrew 
word “keliy”  (Strong’s H 3627) and means either:

 Article/ vessel/ implement/ utensil
 Weapon/ armour/ instrument.

The word “man” is  not the common “ish” (Strong’s H 
397) but rather the word “geber” (Strong’s H 1397) 
and means:

 Man/ strong man/ warrior/ ability to fight.

So what happens when we use other words in the 
translation?

It simply means that the woman will not put on the 
weapons of the warrior, neither shall the warrior put on a 

woman’s (Strong’s H8071) -meaning a wife’s garment (the word Strong’s H 0802 used 
here denotes the covering robe worn by both male and female).

Let’s see if we can link some dots...
Let’s start again in the Garden of Eden.

Adam and Eve lived in unity, in peace, in complete intimacy with God. There was  no hole 
in the wall that formed the covenantal boundary.

They did not need salvation. They walked with GOD every evening.

A rebellious act, a wrong choice, an act of listening to the wrong voice had caused a huge 
change…

The robe of Intimacy, “kutanot”  or “the garment of light” (spelled with an alef) of complete 
connection with GOD was removed/ taken off.

And in it’s  place, a “robe of hide/ skin”,  “kutanot ohr” garment (spelled with an ayin) was 
put on.

Genesis 3:21 “21 For Adam also and for his wife the Lord God made long coats (tunics) of 
skins and clothed them.”

Genesis tells us that this garment is a form of tunic, covering the body, with sleeves, down 
to the ankles, and is “like flax, linen, cotton cloth, woven linen”.

We know that we are naked before GOD, we know the loss of Divine protection, and we 
know the lack of the feeling of closeness to GOD, until the time when the work of 
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atonement by the Messiah is applied on our lives. Moreover, we know clearly that man- 
made efforts of righteousness have no value.

Genesis 3:7-11 “7 Then the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves apronlike girdles. 8 
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden.	  9 But the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, Where are you? 10 He 
said, I heard the sound of You [walking] in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; and I hid myself. 11 And He said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?”

You simply cannot work out your salvation.

The robe of hide, covered the nakedness of sin and was a fore runner for the Robe of 
Salvation.

Isaiah 61:10 “10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul will exult in my God; for He has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels.”

The Robe of the future.
We are convinced that we will yet one day have this “robe of light” fully restored. We 
have the promises…

A] God will be our “Glory”.

Isaiah 60:9 “9 Surely the isles and distant coastlands shall wait for and expect Me; and the 
ships of Tarshish [shall come] first, to bring your sons from afar, their silver and gold with 
them, for the name of the Lord your God, for the Holy One of Israel, because He has 
beautified and glorified you.”

B] We will wear clothes of bright fine linen (Greek word is “lampron” meaning shining, 
resplendent like a lamp).

Revelation 19:8 “8 She has been permitted to dress in fine (radiant) linen, dazzling and 
white—for the fine linen is (signifies, represents) the righteousness (the upright, just, and 
godly living, deeds, and conduct, and right standing with God) of the saints (God’s holy 
people).”

Revelation 21:23 “23 And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon to give light to 
it, for the splendor and radiance (glory) of God illuminate it, and the Lamb is its lamp.”

But there is one other place we need to look.

What about the Tabernacle?
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There are many interpretations  about the role and purpose of the Tabernacle. It is  clear 
that its purpose was to reverse one aspect of the result of the Garden of Eden curse. Man 
had been exiled from the garden, and GOD had remained behind. The intimacy, which had 
been an every day occurrence, had been lost. 

The Tabernacle serves as a re-enactment of the days of Creation.  When the Tabernacle is 
complete and sanctified and in use, then we will see the “return” of GOD.  We see the 
return of the opportunity for man to re-engage with GOD. The Tabernacle becomes a 
new “Garden of Eden”.

Whilst no ordinary man, i.e. those who came from the original Adam, could enter the 
Tent…

Leviticus 16.17 “17 There shall be no man in the Tent of Meeting when the high priest 
goes in to make atonement in the Holy of Holies [within the veil] until he comes out and 
has made atonement for his own sins and those of his house [the other priests] and of all 
the congregation of Israel.”

God had provided an intermediary.  The role of the high priest had been born. But Aaron 
could only perform this role while wearing the sacred garments. 

Exodus 28:40-43 “40 For Aaron’s sons you shall make long and sleeved tunics and belts 
or sashes and caps, for glory and honor and beauty.	  41 And you shall put them on Aaron 
your brother and his sons with him, and shall anoint them and ordain and sanctify them 
[set them apart for God], that they may serve Me as priests. 42 You shall make for them 
[white] linen trunks to cover their naked flesh, reaching from the waist to the thighs. 43 
And they shall be on Aaron and his sons when they go into the Tent of Meeting or 
when they come near to the altar to minister in the Holy Place, lest they bring iniquity upon 
themselves and die; it shall be a statute forever to Aaron and to his descendants after 
him.”

The pathway from a stranger/ outsider to the Garden of Eden/ Tabernacle to a high priest 
was:

• He had to sanctify his body. He had to 
remove anything that represented death from 
himself.

• He had to be anointed with the oil.
• He had to put on the robes that symbolized 

the position that had been conferred upon 
him, i.e. the “honour and the glory” or the 
“light” that was called salvation, so that he 
could enter in.

**NUGGET!** The purpose of the priestly robes 
that were given to Aaron were to provide the exact 
same characteristics as the original robe of light that 
Adam and Eve had worn. The robes had allowed man into GOD’s presence in a way that 
ensured that the “old man nature” was “covered”. 
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Referring to the Garden of Eden story, the Bible says:

“Vay-albishem”,  He dressed them, referring to Adam and Eve.

In the setting up of the Tabernacle it says,

“Vay-albsishem” , He dressed them, referring to Aaron.

This unique word, “dressing” by GOD, is the connection!

There is a Tabernacle in Heaven.
A] We have a Great High Priest.

Hebrews 4:14-16 “14 Inasmuch then as we have a great High Priest Who has [already] 
ascended and passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession [of faith in Him]. 15 For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to 
understand and sympathize and have a shared feeling with our weaknesses and infirmities 
and liability to the assaults of temptation, but One Who has been tempted in every respect 
as we are, yet without sinning. 16 Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw 
near to the throne of grace (the throne of God’s unmerited favor to us sinners), that we 
may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need 
[appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it].”

(See also Hebrews 5:5-6, Hebrews 7:20, Hebrews 8:1-2.)

B] We worship at the heavenly Tabernacle.

Hebrews 9:11-15 “11 But [that appointed time came] when Christ (the Messiah) appeared 
as a High Priest of the better things that have come and are to come. [Then] through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with [human] hands, that is, not a part of 
this material creation, 12 He went once for all into the [Holy of] Holies [of heaven], not by 
virtue of the blood of goats and calves [by which to make reconciliation between God and 
man], but His own blood, having found and secured a complete redemption (an everlasting 
release for us). 13 For if [the mere] sprinkling of unholy and defiled persons with blood of 
goats and bulls and with the ashes of a burnt heifer is sufficient for the purification of the 
body, 14 How much more surely shall the blood of Christ, Who [a]by virtue of [His] eternal 
Spirit [His own preexistent [b]divine personality] has offered Himself as an unblemished 
sacrifice to God, purify our consciences from dead works and lifeless observances to 
serve the [ever] living God? 15 [Christ, the Messiah] is therefore the Negotiator and 
Mediator of an [entirely] new agreement (testament, covenant), so that those who are 
called and offered it may receive the fulfillment of the promised everlasting inheritance—
since a death has taken place which rescues and delivers and redeems them from the 
transgressions committed under the [old] first agreement.”

C] You and I form a Tabernacle here on earth, made up of living stones.
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1 Peter 2:4-10 “4 Come to Him [then, to that] Living Stone which men [a]tried and threw 
away, but which is chosen [and] precious in God’s sight. 5 [Come] and, like living stones, 
be yourselves built [into] a spiritual house, for a holy (dedicated, consecrated) 
priesthood, to offer up [those] spiritual sacrifices [that are] acceptable and pleasing 
to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For thus it stands in Scripture: Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a chosen (honored), precious chief Cornerstone, and he who believes in Him [who 
adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Him] shall never be [c]disappointed or put to shame. 7 
To you then who believe (who adhere to, trust in, and rely on Him) is the preciousness; but 
for those who disbelieve [it is true], The [very] Stone which the builders rejected has 
become the main Cornerstone, 8 And, A Stone that will cause stumbling and a Rock that 
will give [men] offense; they stumble because they disobey and disbelieve [God’s] Word, 
as those [who reject Him] were destined (appointed) to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s] own purchased, special people, that you may 
set forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people [at all], but 
now you are God’s people; once you were unpitied, but now you are pitied and have 
received mercy.”

D] Your calling as king and priest.

We have a Great High Priest, and as believers  in this High Priest Y’shua (Jesus), we are 
also called to be priests.

Four specific pieces of this particular garment 
that a priest is to wear, is needed.

1. The Tunic.

The inner most layer, next to the skin 
represents the most basic of human 
emotions. It is here where the “I” can be the 
most difficult to control. It’s  here where I will 
kill in order to get my way. 

The tunic atones for the blood that we 
spill, and helps us to control impulsive 
behaviour. It becomes the evidence of a life 
committed to “love your neighbour” 

Leviticus 19:18 “18 You shall not take 
revenge or bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.”

Remember, our words (gossip) are likened to a knife that cuts and kills…

2. The Trousers.

The trousers  atone for the sin of sexual license. Sexual drive is  to recreate, to make a 
new generation, to show how two people can represent the covenant to the fullest.
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Someone who wears  this trouser will be constantly reminded that love, and not lust, are 
the emotions of Heaven

Exodus 28:42 “42 You shall make for them [white] linen trunks to cover their naked flesh, 
reaching from the waist to the thighs.”

3. The Turban.

Many of us have great gifts, talents  and are hugely successful. As such, we can easily 
begin to think that we are more important that other people.  The turban helps to remind us 
that we are all GOD’s creation, and the we are all equal before GOD. The turban atones 
for the sin of pride and haughtiness.

4. The Belt.

The belt atones fore all impure thoughts that come from the heart. Our own thoughts 
can cause confusion, and my own feelings can cause me to battle to distinguish between 
GOD’s thoughts and mans thoughts.

The belt is  the one thing that causes me to measure every thought against the plumb line 
of the Torah (Torah is a Hebrew word meaning instructions and teachings). We need the 
belt of truth.

**NUGGET!** The Hebrew Word for clothing is  “beged”, spelled BGD. The Hebrew word 
for treason, is also composed of the same three letters  BGD. Are you hiding your false 
self or are you searching for your true source?

The High Priest wears the other four pieces of the garment. They are: the breastplate, the 
ephod, the robe, and the head plate.

How do we get this Robe?

You see, fig leaves can cover the physical body; they are suitable for that which is  seen 
with the naked eye. But we need something different for the spiritual body. You cannot 
enter the Tabernacle with man-made ideas, with concepts  that belong in the physical 
domain.

The Tabernacle is pure, holy; it is perfection.

To be able to enter:
You need to be a son of Abraham. You need to have accepted your calling as king and 
priest. You need to realize that you must wear of the “garments of the Priest” to reflect your 
position!

Colossians 3:12-17 “12 Clothe yourselves therefore, as God’s own chosen ones (His own 
picked representatives), [who are] purified and holy and well-beloved [by God Himself, by 
putting on behavior marked by] tenderhearted pity and mercy, kind feeling, a lowly opinion 
of yourselves, gentle ways, [and] patience [which is tireless and long-suffering, and has 
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the power to endure whatever comes, with good temper].13 Be gentle and forbearing with 
one another and, if one has a difference (a grievance or complaint) against another, 
readily pardoning each other; even as the Lord has [freely] forgiven you, so must you also 
[forgive].14 And above all these [put on] love and enfold yourselves with the bond of 
perfectness [which binds everything together completely in ideal harmony].15 And let the 
peace (soul harmony which comes) from Christ rule (act as umpire continually) in your 
hearts [deciding and settling with finality all questions that arise in your minds, in that 
peaceful state] to which as [members of Christ’s] one body you were also called [to live]. 
And be thankful (appreciative), [giving praise to God always]. 16 Let the word [spoken by] 
Christ (the Messiah) have its home [in your hearts and minds] and dwell in you in [all its] 
richness, as you teach and admonish and train one another in all insight and intelligence 
and wisdom [in spiritual things, and as you sing] psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
making melody to God with [His] grace in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do [no matter 
what it is] in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus and in 
[dependence upon] His Person, giving praise to God the Father through Him.”

You need to undergo a “mikveh” (Hebrew for water immersion/ baptism) to deal with the 
old mindset.  Take off the old garments that belonged to the old man, and go through the 
waters of purification, cleansing and renewal.

Galatians 5:19-21 “19 Now the doings (practices) of the flesh are clear (obvious): they are 
immorality, impurity, indecency, 20 Idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger (ill 
temper), selfishness, divisions (dissensions), party spirit (factions, sects with peculiar 
opinions, heresies), 21 Envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you beforehand, 
just as I did previously, that those who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.”

You need to put on the garments of the Father.

Micah 6:8  “8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justly, and to love kindness and mercy, and to humble yourself and walk 
humbly with your God?”

Galatians 5:22-23 “22 But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work  which His presence within 
accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an even temper, forbearance), 
kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness, 23 Gentleness (meekness, humility), self-
control (self-restraint, continence). Against such things there is no law [that can bring a 
charge].”

CONCLUSION

Clothes can mean many things. “Worn clothes” can indicate a son of the covenant 
that is not walking in victory.
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“Holocaust clothes” can indicate a son of the 

covenant in bondage and slavery.

The enemy can come as a “wolf in sheep’s” 
clothing!!

You have the choice, and opportunity to wear the 
beautiful robes of the BRIDE OF MESSIAH.
Isaiah 61:10 “10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
soul will exult in my God; for He has clothed me with 

the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.”
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CHAPTER	  4:

FirstFruits- You Should Not 
Have Empty Hands
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FIRST FRUITS—You should not have empty hands
In GOD’s Word we read that we are to bring a First Fruits offering. The aim of this teaching 
is  to try and better understand what this commandment would mean in the physical and 
the spiritual… What does it mean for us today?

Let’s look at the Scriptures in the Bible where we find this mentioned:

Pesach

Leviticus 23:9-14 “9 And the Lord said to Moses, 10 Tell the Israelites, When you have 
come into the land I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits 
of your harvest to the priest. 11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, that you may 
be accepted; on the next day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it [before the Lord]. 
12 You shall offer on the day when you wave the sheaf a male lamb a year old without 
blemish for a burnt offering to the Lord. 13 Its cereal offering shall be two-tenths of an 
ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, an offering made by fire to the Lord for a sweet, pleasing, 
and satisfying fragrance; and the drink offering of it [to be poured out] shall be of wine, a 
fourth of a hin. 14 And you shall eat neither bread nor parched grain nor green ears, until 
this same day when you have brought the offering of your God; it is a statute forever 
throughout your generations in all your houses.”

Shavuot 

Leviticus 23:16-17,20 “16 Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you 
shall present a cereal offering of new grain to the Lord. 17 You shall bring from your 
dwellings two loaves of bread to be waved, made from two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour; 
they shall be baked with leaven, for firstfruits to the Lord. 20 The priest shall wave the two 
lambs, together with the bread of the firstfruits, for a wave offering before the Lord. They 
shall be holy to the Lord for the priest.”

Sukkot

Leviticus 23: 37-40 “37 These are the set feasts or appointed seasons of the Lord, which 
you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to present an offering made by fire to the Lord, 
a burnt offering and a cereal offering, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its own day. 
38 This is in addition to the Sabbaths of the Lord and besides your gifts and all your vowed 
offerings and all your freewill offerings which you give to the Lord. 39 Also on the fifteenth 
day of the seventh month [nearly October], when you have gathered in the fruit of the land, 
you shall keep the feast of the Lord for seven days, the first day and the eighth day each a 
Sabbath. 40 And on the first day you shall take the fruit of pleasing trees [and make booths 
of them], branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick (leafy) trees, and willows of the 
brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days.”

Connectedness 

The First Fruits are connected to the Tabernacle, which in turn is connected to the Feasts. 
This commandment is very clearly a PHYSICAL act of obedience.
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The First Fruits are physical things: barley, wheat, then fruit such as wine and oil.

Paul tells us that the physical domain is connected to the spiritual domain.

1 Corinthians 15:45-49 “45 Thus it is written, The first man Adam became a living being 
(an individual personality); the last Adam (Christ) became a life-giving Spirit [restoring the 
dead to life]. 46 But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical and then the 
spiritual. 47 The first man [was] from out of earth, made of dust (earthly-minded); the 
second Man [is] the Lord from out of heaven. 48 Now those who are made of the dust are 
like him who was first made of the dust (earthly-minded); and as is [the Man] from heaven, 
so also [are those] who are of heaven (heavenly-minded). 49 And just as we have borne 
the image [of the man] of dust, so shall we and so [a]let us also bear the image [of the 
Man] of heaven.”

• Fact 1: We must bring a First Fruit offering.
• Fact 2: We must keep the Feast. 
• Fact 3: We must have a Tabernacle (as believers in Y’shua [Jesus], we are a 

spiritual Tabernacle made up of living stones).

1 Peter 2:5-10 “5 [Come] and, like living 
stones, be yourselves built [into] a 
spiritual house, for a holy (dedicated, 
consecrated) priesthood, to offer up 
[those] spiritual sacrifices [that are] 
acceptable and pleasing to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6 For thus it stands in 
Scripture: Behold, I am laying in Zion a 
chosen (honored), precious chief 
Cornerstone, and he who believes in Him 
[who adheres to, trusts in, and relies on 
Him] shall never be disappointed or put 
to shame. 7 To you then who believe 
(who adhere to, trust in, and rely on Him) 
is the preciousness; but for those who 
disbelieve [it is true], The [very] Stone which the builders rejected has 
become the main Cornerstone, 8 And, A Stone that will cause stumbling and a Rock that 
will give [men] offense; they stumble because they disobey and disbelieve [God’s] Word, 
as those [who reject Him] were destined (appointed) to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s] own [c]purchased, special people, that you 
may set forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people [at all], 
but now you are God’s people; once you were unpitied, but now you are pitied and have 
received mercy.”

1 Peter 2:7 “ 7 To you then who believe (who adhere to, trust in, and rely on Him) is the 
preciousness; but for those who disbelieve [it is true], The [very] Stone which the builders 
rejected has become the main Cornerstone.
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1 Peter 2:8-10 “8 And, A Stone that will cause stumbling and a Rock that will give [men] 
offense; they stumble because they disobey and disbelieve [God’s] Word, as those [who 
reject Him] were destined (appointed) to do.	   9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s] own purchased, special people, that you may set 
forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people [at all], but now 
you are God’s people; once you were unpitied, but now you are pitied and have received 
mercy.”

If we have a spiritual Tabernacle, and are keeping the Feast in the Presence of the Great 
High Priest, in the Order of Melchizedek, then the question to be answered is this…

What spiritual First Fruits offering must I have in my hand? We will return here later 
on…

Law VS Grace Argument

It will not be long before someone will challenge you with the idea that the so-called New 
Testament has replaced the Old Testament. Any form of commitment to obey the 
commandment, will be covered under the weight of the word LAW.

Very likely, you will find a passage such as this  one quoted as a notion that “this is  a waste 
of time”.

Hebrews 10:8-10 “8 When He said just before, You have neither desired, nor have You 
taken delight in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings—all of which 
are offered according to the Law— 9 He then went on to say, Behold, [here] I am, coming 
to do Your will. Thus He does away with and annuls the first (former) order [as a means of 
expiating sin] so that He might inaugurate and establish the second (latter) order. 10 And 
in accordance with this will [of God], we have been made holy (consecrated and sanctified) 
through the offering made once for all of the body of Jesus Christ (the Anointed One).”

Interestingly, a reading of the prophets will show exactly the same, that GOD does not 
need a sacrifice…He wants a circumcised heart, soul, and mind. He wants us to serve Him 
in Truth and in Spirit.

Even more relevant, Paul teaches us that we are encouraged to see in the spirit realm and 
enter into the Tabernacle in the Heavens.

Why would we have a Tabernacle in the Heavens and a Great High Priest, if there were no 
gatherings?

One more thought to consider… The First Fruit offering is a thanksgiving offering. At no 
stage was  it ever a sacrifice!!!  You can only sacrifice something that you made or owned. 
As evidence thereof, just consider the words that you are required to say.

Declaration at the First Fruits offering.

We are commanded to go to Jerusalem, to the Tabernacle.
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Deuteronomy 26:1-4	   “26 When you have come into the land which the Lord your God 
gives you as an inheritance and possess it and live in it, 2 You shall take some of the first 
of all the produce of the soil which you harvest from the land the Lord your God gives you 
and put it in a basket, and go to the place [the sanctuary] which the Lord your God has 
chosen as the abiding place for His Name [and His Presence]. 3 And you shall go to the 
priest who is in office in those days, and say to him, I give thanks this day to the Lord your 
God that I have come to the land which the Lord swore to our fathers to give us. 4 And the 
priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the Lord your 
God.”

In the spiritual, you and I, as part of a Tabernacle made of living stones, approach Y’shua 
(Jesus) and this is what we say…

Deuteronomy 26:5-11 “5 And you shall say before the Lord your God, A wandering and 
lost Aramean ready to perish was my father [Jacob], and he went down into Egypt and 
sojourned there, few in number, and he became there a nation, great, mighty, and 
numerous. 6 And the Egyptians treated us very badly and afflicted us and laid upon us 
hard bondage. 7 And when we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, the Lord heard our 
voice and looked on our affliction and our labor and our [cruel] oppression; 8 And the Lord 
brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, and with 
great (awesome) power and with signs and with wonders; 9 And He brought us into this 
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 And now, behold, I 
bring the first fruits of the ground which You, O Lord, have given me. And you shall set it 
down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God; 11 And you and the 
Levite and the stranger and the sojourner among you shall rejoice in all the good which the 
Lord your God has given you and your household.”

Importantly, we say: I have brought a First 
Fruit of what YOU HAVE GIVEN me.

Definition of First Fruits.

Few people study these portions carefully to 
ascertain exactly what a First Fruit is. Today 
we hear that it’s  about money, earnings, and 
even more horrendous, we find that it’s 
coupled to tithing.

First Fruits are a product of the Land of 
Promise, i.e. Israel. First Fruits are a gift 
from GOD. The Israelites made the first 
offering from the harvest that they “found” 
upon entering the Land. First Fruits come 
from something made by GOD. Man may 
plant the seeds, but the act of growing; 
producing a harvest is a miracle of GOD. 

This  action, set in motion at the very beginning 
of creation, is Holy.

GOD gave man the ability to work, to create wealth. We earn an income, but what we do 
can never be seen as creation, nor can it be classified as Holy.
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First Fruit offerings come from GOD’s labour, not man’s.

First Fruits are therefore, in the physical, products of the land—barley, wheat, grapes, figs, 
pomegranates, olive, and dates.

Further evidence of the notion of the Land, fruit, and offering, is the concept of the rite to 
only eat of a fruit tree after its fourth year, and after the First Fruits offering thereof.

Leviticus 19:23-25  “23 And when you come into the land and have planted all kinds of 
trees for food, then you shall count the fruit of them as inedible and forbidden to you for 
three years; it shall not be eaten. 24 In the fourth year all their fruit shall be holy for giving 
praise to the Lord. 25 But in the fifth year you may eat of the fruit [of the trees], that their 
produce may enrich you; I am the Lord your God.”

Prophetic Significance

We see in this symbol, where the earth resurrects a new plant out of the seed of the old 
harvest, a picture of the resurrection of Y’shua (Jesus). A promise of the eternal 
restoration. Any man who has started this journey will sing this song of ascent. It’s  the 
story of a man who knows that GOD will provide, come what may.

Psalm 126:1-6 “1 When the Lord brought back the captives [who returned] to Zion, we 
were like those who dream [it seemed so unreal]. 2 Then were our mouths filled with 
laughter, and our tongues with singing. Then they said among the nations, The Lord has 
done great things for them. 3 The Lord has done great things for us! We are glad! 4 Turn 
to freedom our captivity and restore our fortunes, O Lord, as the streams in the South (the 
Negeb) [are restored by the torrents]. 5 They who sow in tears shall reap in joy and 
singing. 6 He who goes forth bearing seed and weeping [at needing his precious supply of 
grain for sowing] shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”

We know that we must have spiritual fruit in our hands.

1] How do we develop these?
A look at the life of Ruth gives  us some clues. Whether Jew or Gentile, we all have to walk 
the road from Egypt to Jerusalem. We all have to follow the time pattern of the Feasts laid 
out for us.

Step one.

Lay down your life and deal with the old man, just like Ruth was prepared to do, walking 
together with her mother-in-law, without any expectation of a reward, and glean from the 
corner of the field – the lowest job of all.

Step two.

Begin to let the love of GOD flow out of you in works of loving kindness.
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Ruth was prepared to be grafted into the people of GOD, in order to sustain her mother-in 
-law:

a) Physically, by providing bread for the table.

b) Spiritually, by returning her son’s name to Naomi, with the birth of the Levirate 
marriage’s son, and setting the path for the birth of King David.

You may ask, how did I make this connection…?

Hidden in between the Feasts  of Passover, Shavuot AND the Feast of Tabernacles, is this 
verse. Thus the story of the gleaning of the corner of the field.

Leviticus 23:22 “22 And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap 
the corners of your field, neither shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall 
leave them for the poor and the stranger. I am the Lord your God.”

And what is the result of the gleaning of the field by Ruth?

Ruth 2:2 “2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me go to the field and glean 
among the ears of grain after him in whose sight I shall find favor. Naomi said to her, Go, 
my daughter.”

She is able to answer/ fulfill the First Fruits offering, she does not return empty handed.

Ruth 3:17	  “17 And she said, He gave me these six measures of barley, for he said to me, 
Do not go empty-handed to your mother-in-law.”

And now look at the BLESSING that she was given. Boaz sees  her character, her 
diligence, her purity, her goodness, and proceeds to give a two part blessing.

a) A reward for her physical actions (First Fruits in the natural).
b) A reward in the heavens from GOD in the spiritual domain (and she goes on to be 
included in the linage of the Messiah).

Ruth 2:12 “2 The Lord recompense you for what you have done, and a full reward be 
given you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under Whose wings you have come to take 
refuge!”

2] Which fruit wil l you and I present?
The fruits of Sukkot are the grape, fig, pomegranate, date and olive. If it’s  some or all of 
these fruits physically, then you and I stand at the Tabernacle in Jerusalem, with the 
Levites. For each of these physical fruit, we will find a spiritual application. If it’s  some or all 
of these spiritual fruit, then you and I stand before the Great High Priest, in the order of 
Melchizedek.
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Th e Grape
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What are the attributes of the grape that we must build into our lives? Righteous 
Noah planted the first grapevine after the flood. This act of planting was  both physical, in 
the sense that it meant that man was replanting the plants, trees, and herbs that had been 
destroyed. Noah was recreating and re-enacting the work of GOD set-out in Genesis:

Genesis 1:11 “11  And God said, Let the earth put forth [tender] vegetation: plants yielding 
seed and fruit trees yielding fruit whose seed is in itself, each according to its kind, 
upon the earth. And it was so.”

Man was renewing 
the multiplication

principle of the seed.

In the spiritual domain, Noah was 
making a prophetic declaration that 
GOD’s Plan would come to pass, 
that mankind would be a true 
reflection of his Creator. Y’shua 
[Jesus] turned the water into wine 
as the first miracle of HIS ministry. 
John tells us that Y’shua [Jesus] 
was in the beginning and HE was 
the WORD. The vine produces 
wine, which we will see represents 
HIS Blood.

The act of turning the water to wine is directly 
compared to the image of GOD being turned into the Living, Walking Word. This is 
therefore a clear message that our fruit, if indeed we do reflect the Fruit of the Holy Spirit, 
will be a direct reflection of GOD.

John 2:10 “10  And said to him, Everyone else serves his best wine first, and when 
people have drunk freely, then he serves that which is not so good; but you have kept 
back the good wine until now!”

[1] It represents faith and truth. The righteous will have their garments washed in HIS 
Blood. The fruit of the vine (wine) is a symbol that we use to show our in-grafting into 
the Body of Messiah. Our faith in GOD is the one thing which set us apart from any other 
belief system. Abraham more than any other, visibly demonstrates faith to us:

• He leaves everything that he knows to go where GOD tells him.
• He waits for a son that never seems to arrive.
• He prepares  to offer this son on GOD’s request knowing, by faith, that GOD 

WOULD provide.

Genesis 49:11 “11  Binding His foal to the vine and His donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He 
washes His garments in wine and His clothes in the blood of grapes.”

64



[2] It represents forgiveness. The picture of the Messiah on the cross has long been 
seen as a symbol of the complete sacrifice. There in front of all who gathered to witness 
the event, Y’shua [Jesus] cries out “FORGIVE them, they do not know what they are 
doing”. The Blood of the Messiah mingles with the water in HIS Body … In the physical, 
John tells  us that the WORD of GOD is like a water/well. In the spiritual, water/well 
represents salvation.

We have the picture of the  WORD of GOD giving us salvation, providing the complete 
forgiveness that we so desperately need. Those for whom this forgiveness has 
become a reality, this remnant will choose to obey GOD’s Commandments and 
celebrate HIS return every Shabbat.

Revelation 14:18 “18  And another angel came forth from the altar, [the angel] who has 
authority and power over fire, and he called with a loud cry to him who had the sharp 
scythe (sickle), Put forth your scythe and reap the fruitage of the vine of the earth, for 
its grapes are entirely ripe.”

Genesis 49:11 “11  Binding His foal to the vine and His donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He 
washes His garments in wine and His clothes in the blood of grapes.”

Y’shua [Jesus] tells  us that as we celebrate HIS Victory, we can expect to receive rest, 
peace, and full provision.

[3] It represents faithfulness. GOD understands  that man will stray. GOD knows that a 
remnant will always return. As Father Who has lost a Son, HE continues to watch for the 
prodigal’s return. HE waits to receive and restore the son. HE declares,

“How can I give up on you?”

In the searching, HE sees the son’s potential (the grape and the fig).
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Hosea 9:10 “10  I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the 
first ripe fruit on the fig tree in its first season, but they went to Baal-peor and 
consecrated themselves to that shameful thing [Baal], and they became detestable and 
loathsome like that which they loved.”

HE proclaims the son’s restoration.
Hosea 14:5-7 “5  I will be like the dew and the night mist to Israel; he shall grow and 
blossom like the lily and cast forth his roots like [the sturdy evergreens of] 
Lebanon. 6  His suckers and shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be like the olive 
tree and his fragrance like [the cedars and aromatic shrubs of] Lebanon. 7  They that dwell 
under his shade shall return; they shall revive like the grain and blossom like the vine; the 
scent of it shall be like the wine of Lebanon.”

[4] It represents freedom. The Israelites have been delivered out of Eygpt. They are 
about to enter the Promised Land. Largely due to the fact that although they are physically 
free, in their hearts they remain slaves. When the twelve spies go into the Land to see 
what they will inherit, they return with a bunch of grapes that is  so big that they are forced 
to have two men carry it. The bunch of grapes shows the enormity of the gift of 
freedom.

Our worldview of freedom has largely been reduced to the removal of all forms of slavery 
and oppression. We think in terms of the making of the bricks! However, the Israelites 
showed us clearly that slavery is also a state of the mind. As soon as they experienced 
other hardships in the desert, they wanted to go back to the known, rather than to 
face the unknown. True freedom therefore means that we are free to follow GOD and 
willingly obey HIS Commandments.

Amos 9:13-14 “13  Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, that the plowman shall 
overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed; and the 
mountains shall drop sweet wine and all the hills shall melt [that is, everything 
heretofore barren and unfruitful shall overflow with spiritual blessing]. 14  And I will bring 
back the exiles of My people Israel, and they shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; 
and they shall plant vineyards and drink the wine from them; they shall also make 
gardens and eat the fruit of them.”

The Bible often speaks of “drunkenness” or the fact that we are not to indulge in strong 
alcohol. Is  this  only a matter of a restriction in the physical domain, or is there another 
important message for us? 

What do we need to understand about this in the spiritual domain? Drunkenness is also a 
description in the spiritual domain. It is  revealed by those who use the Bible as a means to 
control and manipulate others. We see it in:

• Those who have no spiritual insight, who have dogmatic, repetitive words.
• Those who speak/preach in contradiction to Biblical truth.
• Those who take part in argumentative debates and are always right.

… are the ones who are drunk on the wine of self-effort and deceit.
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Leviticus 10:9 “9  Do not drink wine or strong drink, you or your sons, when you go 
into the Tent of Meeting, lest you die; it shall be a statute forever in all your generations.

Isaiah 16:10 “10  And gladness is 
taken away, and joy out of the plentiful 
field; and in the vineyards there is 
no singing, nor is there joyful 
sound; the treaders tread out no wine 
in the presses, for the shout of joy has 
been made to cease.”

Isaiah 29:9-10 “9  Stop and wonder [at 
this prophecy, if you choose, whether 
you understand it or not; soon you will 
witness the actual event] and be 
confounded [reluctant ly] ! Bl ind 
yourselves [now, if you choose; take 
your pleasure] and then be blinded [at 

the actual occurrence]. They are 
drunk, but not from wine; they stagger, but not from strong drink  [but from spiritual 
stupor]. 10  For the Lord has poured out on you the spirit of deep sleep. And He has 
closed your eyes, the prophets; and your heads, the seers, He has covered and muffled.

Let’s have a look at the Hebrew letter-picture for vine …

The Hebrew word for “vine” is G-(e)-P-(e)-N [Strong’s Hebrew 1612]. It is made up of the 
following letters:

• Gimmel = ripen, nourish until completely ripe, reward, weaned, man in motion.
• Pey = mouth, speech, opening, entrance, border (a place where significant things 

happen).
• Nun = to root, to sprout, propagate, to flourish. 

We find a very interesting picture in these descriptions. The 
“body” of the word (the outer two letters) create the picture of 
something that has life, is growing fast and also shows that the 
fruit will be good/ripe. Man is to be this body that produces a 

fruit, which is carried on the inside and which is brought forth by 
opening his mouth to declare prophetic words of blessing.
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Compassion.
This  blessing is captured in the word compassion. What are some aspects of compassion 
that we can define:

• Bonding with your children, teaching them that a father always loves 
unconditionally.

• Providing a secure and stable environment, showing them that GOD’s Ways are 
true irrespective of the tribulations that we face.

• Ensuring that we teach our children to help those who do not have, learning to 
share.

Ruth and Naomi.
If we build this kind of foundation, our 
children will know how to see the need 
and give in faith.

I think that Ruth learned 
to be compassionate. We 

find someone who:

• Grows up in a pagan house.
• Comes to a place where she in 

adopted into the Tribe.
• Realizes that her adopted 

mother has a connection with 
a Living God,

• And makes a commitment to 
serve in the same way that the 
Messiah would many years 
later.

• Practically, she lives out the 
Commandment to honour 
one’s parents.

Naomi, is  old and cannot look after herself. Ruth goes back with her to her home, and 
works in the corners of the fields, to pick up the meal-of-the–day. She serves with love.

Ruth 2:2-3, 11 “2  And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me go to the field and glean 
among the ears of grain after him in whose sight I shall find favor. Naomi said to her, Go, 
my daughter. 3  And [Ruth] went and gleaned in a field after the reapers; and she 
happened to stop at the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of 
Elimelech. 11  And Boaz said to her, I have been made fully aware of all you have done for 
your mother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and 
mother and the land of your birth and have come to a people unknown to you before.”

68



Th e Fig

69



What are the attributes of the fig that we have to build into our lives? The fig tree is 
the first tree mentioned in the Word. Mankind turns to the fig to cover the sin … 
however GOD provides HIS Own Remedy.

[1] It represents living in safety, 
prosperity, and security. The fig fruit 
has always been seen as  a delicacy. In 
its natural form, the multiple sweet 
seeds inside seem to suggest the 
very seed of man. We see the picture 
of regeneration in the seeds. As a 
dried or treated form, it makes a sweet 
jam/preserve. A single tree can 
produce such a bountiful harvest that 
many a mouth will be filled. The Torah 
references always picture a man and 
his family at rest, under a fig tree.

1 Kings 4:25 “25  Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and fig tree, 
from Dan to Beersheba, all of Solomon’s days.”

2 Kings 18:31-32 “31  Hearken not to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria: Make 
your peace with me and come out to me, and eat every man from his own vine and fig 
tree and drink every man the waters of his own cistern, 32  Until I come and take you 
away to a land like your own, a land of grain and vintage fruit, of bread and vineyards, of 
olive trees and honey, that you may live and not die. Do not listen to Hezekiah when he 
urges you, saying, The Lord will deliver us.”

Haggai 2:19 “19  Is the harvested grain any longer in the barn? As to the grapevine, the 
fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree—they have not yet borne. From this day on I 
will bless you.”

[2] It represents the returning Messiah. Y’shua [Jesus] teaches on the end-times and 
the returning Kingdom of GOD. Shortly after this, He uses the flowering/fruitfulness of 
the fig as a sign and as a symbol of the time of His return.

This  prophetic word has  multiple levels. In the physical domain, we have seen this  come to 
pass. Israel has been born-again in one day as an independent nation, Jews have been 
returning home over the past fifty or so years, 

Matthew 24:32-35 “32  From the fig tree learn this lesson: as soon as its young shoots 
become soft and tender and it puts out its leaves, you know of a surety that summer is 
near. 33  So also when you see these signs, all taken together, coming to pass, you may 
know of a surety that He is near, at the very doors. 34  Truly I tell you, this generation (the 
whole multitude of people living at the same time, in a definite, given period) will not pass 
away till all these things taken together take place. 35  Sky and earth will pass away, but 
My words will not pass away.”

[3] It represents friendship. We try to be neighbourly. We try to love our fellowman. 
The pursuit of the world’s goals however clouds man’s idea of values … 
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The person who stands back for others, who turns the other cheek often is seen as  soft/
weak instead of humble. However, we know that a time will come when we will not have to 
try to find out what our friends’ real motives are, a day when your word will be your word.

Zechariah 2:11 “11  And many nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that day and 
shall be My people. And I will dwell in the midst of you, and you shall know (recognize 
and understand) that the Lord of hosts has sent me [His messenger] to you.”

How critical it is therefore to show this  attribute to your children, to have them learn the 
value of trust. A father’s word must be his honour.

Zechariah 3:10 “10  In that day, says the Lord of hosts, you shall invite each man his 
neighbor under his own vine and his own fig tree.”

[4] It represents righteous rulers. Those who are placed in positions of leadership 
have a great responsibility. GOD specifically says that HE will judge those who lead/
teach harshly, if they fail to represent Him in Truth and in Spirit. We are at all times to 
seek to walk in integrity with our fellowman.

We see also the example given where the 
Assyrians will try to give the Israelites a false 
promise, where they say that we will sit in peace 
under our own fig tree if we listen to the words of 
the kingdom of darkness.

2 Kings 18:31 “31  Hearken not to Hezekiah, for 
thus says the king of Assyria: Make your peace 
with me and come out to me, and eat every man 
from his own vine and fig tree and drink every 
man the waters of his own cistern,”

Proverbs 27:18 “18  Whoever tends the fig tree 
shall eat its fruit; so he who patiently and 
faithfully guards and heeds his master shall be 
honored.”

Paul tells  us  that the ONE GOD Who plants and 
waters is the same One Who holds everything 
that we are in HIS Hand.

1 Corinthians 3:8 “8  He who plants and he who waters are equal (one in aim, of the same 
importance and esteem), yet each shall receive his own reward (wages), according to 
his own labor.”

Judges 9:10 “10  Then the trees said to the fig tree, You come and reign over us.”

The fig that is cursed/barren represents those leaders who do not reveal GOD’s 
attributes. In a sense, it therefore also states that such men are really part of 
Babylon. They are men who have lost direction.
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Jeremiah.
Jeremiah is a prophet who can see the destruction that is being caused in his time. 
However, he can see a picture of a future time when fathers will be true leaders of integrity. 
He uses the fig that is  very good to define Godly leadership, and figs  that are inedible as 
those who represent the worst fathers/men.

Jeremiah 24:3 “3  Then the Lord said to me, What do you see, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs
—the good figs very good, and the bad very bad, so bad that they cannot be eaten.”

Here GOD tells us that good seed produces good fruit will always have a pathway back to 
GOD set out for them. As soon as they would repent, then GOD will respond.

Jeremiah 24:5-7 “5  Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Like these good figs, so will I 
regard the captives of Judah whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the 
Chaldeans for their good. 6  For I will set My eyes upon them for good, and I  will bring 
them again to this land; and I will build them up and not pull them down, and I will plant 
them and not pluck them up. 7  And I will give them a heart to know (recognize, 
understand, and be acquainted with) Me, that I am the Lord; and they will be My people, 
and I will be their God, for they will return to Me with their whole heart.”

Here GOD tells  us  what the end result will 
be of a father who fails  to produce a harvest 
of good fruit from his garden. So few people 
understand or accept their responsibility to 
role-model a Godly lifestyle. Many a son 
have heard the words, “I had to carve my 
own success … you will have to do the 
same”.

Jeremiah 24:8-9 “8  And as for the bad 
figs, which are so bad that they cannot be 
eaten, surely thus says the Lord, So will I 
give up Zedekiah king of Judah and his 
princes and the residue of Jerusalem who 
remains in this land and those who dwell in 
the land of Egypt. 9  I will even give them up to be a dismay and a horror and to be tossed 
to and fro among all the kingdoms of the earth for evil, to be a reproach, a byword or 
proverb, a taunt, and a curse in all places where I will drive them.”

Any form of religion that does not turn it’s belief system into practical good works is equal 
to a fig tree that is withered.

Revelation 14:8 “8  Then another angel, a second, followed, declaring, Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great! She who made all nations drink of the [maddening] wine of her 
passionate unchastity [idolatry].”
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Let’s look at the Hebrew letter-picture for “fig” …

The Hebrew word for “fig” is T-(e)-N-(a)-H [Strong’s 8384]. It is made up of the following 
letters:

• Tav = mark, sign, label, or a seal of truth.
• Nun = to root, sprout, flourish. 
• Hey = to behold, here is, divine manifestation or life, a self-expression of how you 

see GOD, your thoughts, words, actions.

What a wonderful picture this is!

When I SH’MA1  GOD’s Commandments, the seeds which I sow will take root and flourish. 
This  element that we need to include in the foundations  is  called humility. Humility, can be 
described with the following distinctive attributes:

• By building character into each child. The job of establishing a basis of values/
principles by which we measure every situation with fairness and integrity.

• Teaching your child to keep their feet on the ground, to realize that success, 
power, and possessions are not the measure of a man, and that setbacks do not 
determine the final result.

• Building the capacity of tenacity to remain standing even when we have been 
disappointed, learning to understand that the overcomer will get the full benefits.

David’s captain, Shammah.
The example that I would like to use to highlight this  attribute of humility is the story of 
one of David’s men. We often speak of humility as that aspect of being the least in the 

The “body” of the word (the two outside letters) make up this 
picture. The way I think, speak, and act on GOD’s Commandments 
(sh’ma) will be a sign/mark to others revealing the KING that I 

serve AND the truth of GOD’s Word.
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kingdom, we tend to think this means being weak or quiet. In fact, we are speaking about 
the ability to stand up for what is right, but not to do so for self-glory and reward.

David’s captain, Shammah is  a good 
example of this attribute. The people planted 
the seed and expected a good harvest. At 
the time when the lentils were ready to be 
harvested, the enemy – who had been doing 
no hard work themselves – came to take the 
fruit their labour. These farmers put in the 
effort, but together with their families, go 
hungry until the next season comes again.

It’s a long time to wait to eat!
This  man goes to stand in the middle of the 
field. Note, not his own field – he is taking 
on someone else’s battle. He decides that 
it’s time to stand and fight against the 
big bullies of this world, to overcome 
and to give the harvest back to its 
rightful owners.

2 Samuel 23:11-12 “11  Next to [Eleazar] 
was Shammah son of Agee the Hararite. The Philistines were gathered at Lehi on a piece 
of ground full of lentils; and the [Israelites] fled from the Philistines. 12  But he stood in 
the midst of the ground and defended it and slew the Philistines; and the Lord 
wrought a great victory.”
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Th e Pomegranate
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What attributes does the pomegranate have that we 
are to bring into our lives?

The Hebrew word for this tree is “raman” and means “to rise up” and “to be 
mounted up”. This fruit has a unique shape, very much like a bell-shaped flower. 
The fruit can be sweet or sour.

[1] It represents the element of grace and usefulness.

Exodus 28:34 “34  A gold bell and a pomegranate, a gold bell and a pomegranate, round 
about on the skirts of the robe.”

Exodus 39:26 “26  A bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, round about on 
the skirts of the robe for ministering, as the Lord commanded Moses.”

In the Scriptures, we find this fruit used as  a 
means to prevent the “clang” that will be heard if 
two bells  are knocked together. Each bell has a 
beautiful sound on it’s own, however if we were to 
bring them together we would hear a clang, a 
harsh sound.

Each one of us has a combination of the gifts  of 
GOD. Those attributes that we contribute to the 
Body of Messiah are important. However, 
sometimes our gifts are too similar to someone 
else’s gifts, and if we have not yet come to a 
place of maturity, we will react to one another in 
the flesh, for example, in jealous  and competition 
… this is an example of the bells clanging.

The high priest’s robe was fitted with a pattern of 
bell, pomegranate … a bell, pomegranate … and 
so forth.

Exodus 28:33 “33  And you shall make 
pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet 
[stuff] around about its skirts, with gold bells 
between them;”

[2] It represents the element of abundance and fertility. The juicy seeds inside of the 
fruit are thought to number in the hundreds (the average number of seeds  is 613, often 
associated with GOD’s Commandments) AND can be made into wine. Solomon uses this 
wine when he describes his love for his bride.

Song of Songs 8:2 “2  I would lead you and bring you into the house of my mother, who 
would instruct me. I would cause you to drink spiced wine and of the juice of my 
pomegranates.”
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[3] It represents purity, goodness, and healing. It is  well known that pomegranates are 
very healthy, containing several powerful antioxidants. In fact, pomegranate juice is used 
to prevent/cure some of the major diseases.

[4] It represents harmony. Solomon writes a love song to his beloved, to his bride. We 
see in this the hidden meaning that God as Bridegroom is also speaking to HIS Bride. 
The entire song is a reflection of the unity between two lovers – the interaction between 
two people who want to share everything they have with one another.

This  song speaks to the fact that everything I have I am prepared to give up in order 
that my bride can be fulfilled. This act of servanthood, of washing someone else’s feet, 
is  demonstrated by Y’shua [Jesus] when as  the Messiah, He chooses to let the disciples 
know that they are of utmost value.

Harmony is demonstrated when those in positions of 
authority choose to lift up the hands of those whom they 

lead.

Song of Songs 4:3 “3  Your lips are like a thread of scarlet, and your mouth is lovely. Your 
cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil.”

Song of Songs 6:7 “7  Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil.”

Song of Songs 8:2 “2  I would lead you and bring you into the house of my mother, who 
would instruct me. I would cause you to drink spiced wine and of the juice of my 
pomegranates.”

Let’s have a look at the Hebrew letter-picture for “pomegranate” …

The Hebrew word for pomegranate is R-(i)-M-M-(o)-N [Strong’s Hebrew 7416], made up of 
the following letters:

• Resh = head, principle, prince, ruler, freedom.
• Mem = to incline, out-stretched arms, flowing waters.
• Nun = to root, sprout, propagate, flourish.

The picture that is formed by these letters makes up the 
following image … the KING of kings, Messiah, is the Father/Ruler 

of the Body of Messiah, and HIS Creative Words, cause “good” 
things to flourish out of that which in the past was chaos.
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When we allow GOD to change us, and mould us into HIS Image then, we become HIS 
Outstretched Arm and our actions become streams of Living Water.

The word loving-kindness sums up this fruit. Some of the aspects of loving-kindness 
can be defined as:

• The capacity to always think of others, to realize that we don’t always know the 
circumstances that other people have to deal with, and therefore we become careful 
not to judge.

• The preparedness to care and help those who are weaker or less able to stand 
on their own, to understand how to reach out to others without them taking offence 
or feeling inadequate. 

• The commitment to think of and develop the community – to empower others to 
build a legacy on their own.

• The ability to be on the look-out to see others doing good, and then to heap 
praises on the work.

David.
The example of loving-kindness that I want to highlight is  that of David’s commitment to 
the covenantal promise that he made with Jonathan.

After Saul had been killed, David is 
anointed as  King. Not long after he 
becomes king, he sets out to see whether 
there are any relatives of his former friend 
still alive.

He finds the lame-son of Jonathan, 
Mephibosheth, and brings  him to his 
table with the promise to care for him. As 
new king, he has inherited and taken 
over all that belonged to Saul.

When he finds the lame son, he 
restores all property that belonged to 
the family.

2 Samuel 9:1, 7, 13 “AND DAVID said, 
Is there still anyone left of the house of 
Saul to whom I may show kindness for 
Jonathan’s sake? 7  David said to him, Fear not, for I will surely show you 
kindness for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul 
your father [grandfather], and you shall eat at my table always. 13  So Mephibosheth dwelt 
in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s table, [even though] he was lame in both 
feet.”
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What attributes do we find in the date palm that should build into our lives? The date 
palm has been found as an emblem on documents and stone carvings from the 
earliest of times. These images have also been found on coins, and most often reflected 
fertility, peace, or victory.

[1] It represents the ability to stand
in spite of circumstances. 

The palm grows in areas where very little else will exist. The date has the capability to 
continue reaching up to the heavens.

Man too, is blessed with GOD’s  Potential. In the 
Garden of Eden, Adam revealed that he had 
the creative ability to name every animal with a 
name which described its characteristics. The 
fact that Adam sinned and was removed from a 
place of intimacy with GOD, does not mean 
that the gifting, talents, and abilities that GOD 
put into man have been cancelled as well. Paul 
tells us that these callings are irrevocable.

Generation after another in the Bible have 
stood out as men and women who would be 
prepared to follow GOD without compromise 
and through all manner of tribulations. Fathers 
are required to teach their children that GOD 
will always provide an answer to a problem. 

Psalm 92:12 “12  The [uncompromisingly] righteous shall flourish like the palm tree 
[be long-lived, stately, upright, useful, and fruitful]; they shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon 
[majestic, stable, durable, and incorruptible].

[2] It represents abundance. From this tree we get the date fruit, which is a source of 
food. We get a juice which is fermented into a wine … this was more than likely the 
milk which formed part of the promised “milk and honey”.

We get timber from the stem, which was used to build the Tabernacle. We get the leaves 
that form baskets, coverings, and ropes.

The children of Israel are on their way through the wilderness. One of the places they 
come to is  the oasis of Elim. Here they find food (dates) to sustain them and water to 
invigorate them … and the shade of the palm to protect them from the hot desert sun. 
This  is however not a place to stay. The stop-over gave them the strength to tackle the 
next stage of their journey. Abundance, in this case, is also the restoration of their mental 
state so that they could face the desert again.

Exodus 15:27 “27  And they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and 
seventy palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.”
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[3] It represents victory, peace, and uprightness. The symbolism of this very tall, very 
straight tree reflects the type of walk we should have. We should be upright in all of 
our doings. Such a walk will reflect the full potential of righteousness. We are not 
promised a life without trials and tribulations  – these are like the strong winds that blow 
across the desert. These storms are described vividly, as a time when you should take 
shelter, of the intense stinging of the sand as it is whipped-up against your body. The palm 
stands strong, has the ability to sway, allowing the wind to move over it without 
breaking the trunk.

Fathers, should learn to role-model this 
strength of purpose … to show that our values 

are more important that the power of the 
storm.

John 12:13 “13  So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him. And as 
they went, they kept shouting, Hosanna! Blessed is He and praise to Him Who comes 
in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”

Song of Songs 7:7-8 “7  Your stature is like 
that of a palm tree, and your bosom like its 
clusters [of dates, declared the king]. 8  I 
resolve that I will climb  the palm tree; I  will 
grasp its branches. Let your breasts be like 
clusters of the grapevine, and the scent of 
your breath like apples,”

[4] It represents the fact that GOD will provide 
our shelter. We so often think that we can make it 
happen – the news reports are always tuned into the 
bad news, the falling stock exchange, the financial 
disaster that is at hand, the wars, and the famines.

In all of this, we are taught that we should provide for our families. While it is clear that 
GOD has given us a Commandment to work, it does not mean that we should not 
learn to rely on HIM as our Source for provision.

The sukkah.
Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles, is  that one time of year when we recognize and 
acknowledge that GOD provides. How do we do this? We take the date palm leaves and 
build a eight-day temporary home, a sukkah (booth).

Leviticus 23:40 “40  And on the first day you shall take the fruit of pleasing trees [and make 
booths of them], branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick (leafy) trees, and willows of 
the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days.”
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This  act, of keeping this Commandment, has the goal to focus our attention on GOD as 
the Provider. Joshua enters Canaan and goes to war against the city of Jericho, known as 
the “city of palms”. It is from here that the Israelites go on to take the Land.

Deuteronomy 34:3 “3  And the South (the Negeb) and the plain, that is, the Valley of 
Jericho, the City of Palm Trees, as far as Zoar.”

[5] It represents the Power of GOD’s Message 
that HE will return.

On Masada, a few years  ago, a 
number of date seeds were found. 
These have been dated back to 
the time of Messiah. One of these 
seeds has been germinated and is 
growing today. If a two-thousand 
year old seed can be resurrected, 
so to could the Messiah! A two-
thousand year old testimony of 
GOD’s Faithfulness. This  seed is 
a prophetic declaration that when 
the Attributes of GOD are in the 
seed, the tree that grows from it 
will look just like GOD.

Let’s have a look at the Hebrew 
letter-picture for the date palm …

The Hebrew word for date palm 
is  T-(a)-M-(a)-R [Strong’s Hebrew 
8558], made up of the letters:

• Tav = a mark, seal of truth, sign, label.
• Mem = to incline, to bend, an out-stretched arm (in deliverance), flowing water (the 

carrier of potential).
• Resh = head, principle, in charge of, freedom.

Once again, we see a powerful picture taking form before our 
eyes. The image is … the One Who is the Head of the Body of 
Messiah, and Whose mark or symbol we wear by our ability to 

exercise our freedom of choice to serve GOD, stretches out HIS 
Hand to bring us to a place of peace when we stand under HIS 

ever flowing WORD.

82



The attribute that sums this aspect of GOD up is discipline. We chose to be obedient 
to GOD’s Commandments. Some aspects that define this are:

• How we teach our children to determine right from wrong.
• How we teach our children to stand on their own two feet, to make their own 

choices and to exercise self-restraint.
• How we train people to take responsibility for their choices and the consequences 

that follow.

Deborah.
The example that I would like to use to highlight this attribute of being a disciple is 
Deborah. We start off with the story when we find Deborah sitting under a palm tree.

We soon see that this is a 
place where people come to 
ask for justice, and where 
she determines a course of 
action. When circumstances 
become too harsh for the 
people, she calls up Barak to 
ask him why he has not 
gone to war to defend the 
people.

He is  called for the job, and 
it’s time for him to accept the 
responsibility.

Judges 4:4-8 “4  Now 
Deborah, a prophetess, the 
wife of Lappidoth, judged 
Israel at that time. 5  She 
sat under the palm tree of 
Deborah between Ramah 
and Bethel in the hill 
country of Ephraim, and the 
Israelites came up to her for 
judgment. 6  And she sent and called Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and 
said to him, Has not the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded [you], Go, gather your men at 
Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 men from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun? 7  And I will 
draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you at the river Kishon with his 
chariots and his multitude, and I will deliver him into your hand? 8  And Barak said to her, If 
you will go with me, then I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go.”
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What attributes does the olive have that we should be building into our lives today? 
The olive can provide a source of food, but far more critically, provides a finished 
product called oil. The olive grows in some pretty barren and difficult circumstances. 
The olive needs the chill of a winter to cause the flowers  to bloom, but can bear fruit in the 
hottest of summers. The fruit is taken and crushed in a press.  This process of pressure to 
tribulations causes the purest oil to emerge.

Fathers, we must revert to the words spoken to Joshua just before he is about to enter the 
Promised Land … on three occasions he hears the words:

“Stand and take courage!”

[1] It represents the elements of 
honour, love, and charity. One of the 
most striking images that you bring back 
f r o m a v i s i t t o t h e G a r d e n o f 
Gethsemane, is  of the very old olive 
trees standing in the courtyard of a 
church at the site. These trees are 
ancient, and could in fact be from 
Y’shua’s [Jesus’] time. The stems are 
interwoven with the shoots that have 
come up from the roots.

The coupling of the picture of an 
olive with a father, mother, and their 
children also highlights another 
principle. Those parents who have 
accepted GOD’s  Seed into their hearts, 
and who willingly obey (SH’MA) HIS 
Commandments, will bring forth shoots 
that contain the same seed and look 
like their father in heaven.

Psalm 128:3 “3  Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the innermost parts of your house; 
your children shall be like olive plants round about your table.”

Hosea 14:6 “6  His suckers and shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be like the 
olive tree and his fragrance like [the cedars and aromatic shrubs of] Lebanon.”

[2] It represents the attribute of a holy lifestyle. Holiness is the opposite of any form of 
self or sin. We learn to trust at the Feet of GOD.

Psalm 52:8 “8  But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in and 
confidently rely on the loving-kindness and the mercy of God forever and ever.”

In reality, the oil is used to anoint any man-made thing and 
to dedicate his use and full potential to Godly service.
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A very good example to follow is the life story of Jacob. Before he sets out on his 
journey into the wilderness, and again when he returns, we see that he builds an altar. 
Holiness is taking a moment in time to stand still at an altar … and remember GOD’s 
Faithfulness.

Interestingly, Jacob sets up a stone, 
anoints it with oil, and gives it a new 
name. This act of faith was a permanent 
image in Jacob’s mind. Every time that 
he experienced problems he could sit 
down, think about the altar, remember 
GOD’s Covenantal Promise, and take 
courage.

Genesis 28:18 “18  And Jacob rose early 
in the morning and took the stone he 
had put under his head, and he set it 
up for a pillar (a monument to the vision 
in his dream), and he poured oil on its 
top [in dedication].”

Genesis 35:14 “14  And Jacob  set up a 
pillar (monument) in the place where 
he talked with [God], a pillar of stone; 
and he poured a drink offering on it and 
he poured oil on it.”

[3] It represents the attribute of wisdom and light. We use the oil to burn in the 
Menorah all day long, to produce permanent light. Spiritually, this  means that we must 
have a continual crushing of the fruit that we produce so that our source of oil never ends. 
In fact, GOD commands that every person must bring their own oil.

Zechariah 4:3 “3  And there are two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl 
and the other upon the left side of it [feeding it continuously with oil].”

This  picture of being always ready to have your fruit crushed for more oil is vividly 
portrayed to us when Y’shua [Jesus] goes to Gethsemane to pray and to prepare for the 
crucifixion that was to come. Gethsemane means “an oil press”.

Mark 14:32 “32  Then they went to a place called Gethsemane, and He said to His 
disciples, Sit down here while I pray.”

The parable of the wise virgins  also attests  to this attribute. Once again, while the image 
portrayed to us in the story is  about physical oil, we need to focus on the spiritual olive fruit 
that we are to be producing. The oil that you buy from GOD is found in the amount of time 
you spend in GOD’s Word and in HIS Presence – in order that you SH’MA HIM and you 
DO what HE commands.

[4] It represents man at peace with God. When the dove returned to the ark, it carried 
an olive branch.
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Genesis 8:11 “11  And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her 
mouth was a newly sprouted and freshly plucked olive leaf! So Noah knew that the 
waters had subsided from the land.”

[5] It represents the united, single House of GOD. Paul tells  us that there is only one 
olive tree … we all need to be grafted into that tree. Y’shua [Jesus] tells us the same 
thing, but uses the imagery of a vine (John Chapter 15).

Romans 11:24 “24  For if you have been cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, 
and against nature grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much easier will it be to 
graft these natural [branches] back on [the original parent stock of] their own olive tree.”

1 Kings 6:31 “31  For the Holy of Holies he made [folding] doors of olive wood; their 
entire width was one-fifth that of the wall.”

The olive as wood became a part of the Tabernacle.

Fathers, are you standing tall, walking in integrity 
so this lifestyle forms the structures of your home?

Let’s have a look at the Hebrew letter-picture for olive …

The Hebrew word for olive tree is Z-(a)-Y-(i)-T [Strong’s  Hebrew 2132], made up of the 
letters:

• Zayin = weapons, sword, movement (as in the concept of either for good or in order 
to oppress).

• Yod = a hand (as in obedience to Commandments), power, strength, monument (in 
the spiritual sense as a gateway in time).

• Tav = a mark, a sign, a label, the seal of the truth.

The word picture is truly dramatic!

The body of the word (zayin and tav) come together to say this ... 

The man who has accepted the Truth of GOD’s Purpose and 
Destiny for his life, and committed to walk under HIS Direction, 
will be a sword which cuts through the plans of the kingdom of 

darkness.
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Such a man reveals the Light of GOD by burning the oil of the olive and opens the 
gateway to GOD’s Cycle of seasons of blessing.

The attribute which sums this aspect of GOD up is  leadership. Elements that make up 
what defines this is:

• How we teach our children to build and enhance their individual gifts, how we 
identify the uniqueness of each child, giving them the confidence to utilize the 
talents.

• How we motivate our children to attempt new challenges and build endurance, 
how we look at tribulations as opportunities to try something new.

• How we teach them to understand the rules of the game, how we make sure that 
they always stay tuned into the Holy Spirit, to lead them with new insights for every 
circumstance.

Gideon.
The story that I have chosen to use to 
illustrate this attribute of leadership is 
Gideon. Gideon is an ordinary fellow, but 
one with a special calling. He had not 
been encouraged by his father (obviously 
because he served a pagan god), but he 
responded to the call after a while.

He goes to war with only three 
hundred men. They take a trumpet and 
pitcher with a candle on the inside of it. 
The candle is symbolic of the oil of the 
Menorah, the Light of GOD.

Judges 7:2, 6-7, 16, 20 “2  The Lord 
said to Gideon, The people who are with 
you are too many for Me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel 
boast about themselves against Me, 
saying, My own hand has delivered me. 
6  And the number of those who lapped, 
putting their hand to their mouth, was 
300 men, but all the rest of the people 
bowed down upon their knees to drink 

water. 7  And the Lord said to Gideon, With the 
300 men who lapped I will deliver you, and give the Midianites into your hand. Let all the 
others return every man to his home. 16  And he divided the 300 men into three 
companies, and he put into the hands of all of them trumpets and empty pitchers, with 
torches inside the pitchers. 20  And the three companies blew the trumpets and 
shattered the pitchers, holding the torches in their left hands, and in their right hands the 
trumpets to blow [leaving no chance to use swords], and they cried, The sword for the Lord 
and Gideon!”
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It appears to me that GOD gives us a “gift” of entering a fruitful land. He then asks us to 
take from the first fruits of the land and make this offering.

We, as “scouts”, enter the land but only take three different fruits, the fig, the grape and the 
pomegranate, but instead of making a First Fruits  offering, we make a declaration that we 
do not want to accept the “gift”.

It would seem to me that in making a First Fruits offering of these, we need to initially 
make a repentance declaration for not having the faith to go in and conquer the land.

CONCLUSION

I submit that we are meant to bring a spiritual First Fruit offering. I submit that we are to 
make an annual prophetic declaration.

Literally.

“We believe that this is a pledge, or a hope of the greater harvest to come.”

Exodus 2:29 “29 You shall not delay to bring to Me from the fullness [of your harvested 
grain] and the outflow [of your grape juice and olive oil]; give Me the firstborn of your sons 
[or redeem them].”

Spiritually.

“We believe that all good things come from GOD.”
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James 1:18 “18 And it was of His own [free] will that He gave us birth [as sons] by [His] 
Word of Truth, so that we should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures [a sample of what 
He created to be consecrated to Himself].”

Prophetically.

“We believe that we too will be raised from the dead.”

Romans 8:23 “23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves too, who have and enjoy the 
firstfruits of the [Holy] Spirit [a foretaste of the blissful things to come] groan inwardly as we 
wait for the redemption of our bodies [from sensuality and the grave, which will reveal] our 
adoption (our manifestation as God’s sons).”
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CHAPTER	  5:

Do You Reflect a F lower In Full 
Bloom
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Do you reflect a flower in full bloom?
As believers, we strive to understand and learn exactly how we are to serve GOD in Spirit 
and in Truth. There are many teachers out there that have the ability to speak with great 
confidence and authority. 

It’s a fact that there are conflicting versions of the “truth”. This leaves the ordinary student 
of the Word in a place where we can easily be blown off course, unless we build a 
foundation that is set upon the Rock. It’s exactly to these circumstances that Y’shua is 
talking about when He teaches, and where He tells us that;

The way of life and the way of destruction is very different. That good fruit and bad 
fruit can never come from the same tree. Those who practice LAWLESSNESS will be 
separated from Him. 

And somewhere in all of that debate, He talks about the flowers. Flowers, it seems, have 
a unique ability to reflect the Glory of GOD. So it seems wise that we study them and see 
what we can learn.
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Matthew 6:22-30	  “22 The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is sound, your entire 
body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is unsound, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the very light in you [your conscience] is darkened, how dense is that 
darkness! 24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. 
You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches, money, possessions, or whatever is 
trusted in). 25 Therefore I tell you, stop being [e]perpetually uneasy (anxious and worried) 
about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink; or about your body, what you 
shall put on. Is not life greater [in quality] than food, and the body [far above and more 
excellent] than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father keeps feeding them. Are you not worth 
much more than they? 27 And who of you by worrying and being anxious can add one unit 
of measure (cubit) to his stature or to the span of his life? 28 And why should you be 
anxious about clothes? Consider the lilies of the field and [g]learn thoroughly how 
they grow; they neither toil nor spin. 29 Yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
magnificence (excellence, dignity, and grace) was not arrayed like one of these. 30 
But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and green and 
tomorrow is tossed into the furnace, will He not much more surely clothe you, O you 
of little faith?”

Luke 12:22-27 “22 And [Jesus] said to His disciples, Therefore I tell you, do not be 
anxious and troubled [with cares] about your life, as to what you will [have to] eat; or about 
your body, as to what you will [have to] wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body 
[more] than clothes. 24 Observe and consider the ravens; for they neither sow nor reap, 
they have neither storehouse nor barn; and [yet] God feeds them. Of how much more 
worth are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being overly anxious and troubled 
with cares can add a cubit to his stature or a moment [unit] of time to his [b]age [the length 
of his life]? 26 If then you are not able to do such a little thing as that, why are you anxious 
and troubled with cares about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow. They 
neither [wearily] toil nor spin nor weave; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 
(his splendor and magnificence) was not arrayed like one of these.	  28 But if God so 
clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today, and tomorrow is thrown into the 
furnace, how much more will He clothe you, O you [people] of little faith? 29 And 
you, do not seek [by meditating and reasoning to inquire into] what you are to eat and 
what you are to drink; nor be of anxious (troubled) mind [unsettled, excited, worried, and 
[b]in suspense]; 30 For all the pagan world is [greedily] seeking these things, and your 
Father knows that you need them. 31 Only aim at and strive for and seek His kingdom, 
and all these things shall be supplied to you also. 32 Do not be seized with alarm and 
struck with fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom! 33 
Sell what you possess and give donations to the poor; provide yourselves with purses and 
handbags that do not grow old, an unfailing and inexhaustible treasure in the heavens, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 35 Keep your loins girded and your lamps burning, 36 And be like men 
who are waiting for their master to return home from the marriage feast, so that when he 
returns from the wedding and comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately.	  37 
Blessed (happy, fortunate, and to be envied) are those servants whom the master finds 
awake and alert and watching when he comes. Truly I say to you, he will gird himself and 
have them recline at table and will come and serve them!”
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Our walk of obedience is mirrored by 
the lilies of the f ield.
We are not to be anxious. We are not 
to be focused on worldly goals. We are 
to “let-go” and have faith that our 
Father in Heaven will provide for us.

But, we must be dressed in the right 
attire upon readiness for His return, 
and we must be walking in obedience 
to His will.

Then we will find that this is the 
picture painted of us… A field full of 
lilies in full bloom, or the Rose of 
Sharon…

To ful ly understand the function of 
these lilies, let’s look at the Torah 
texts:

Song of Solomon 2:1 “	   [She said] I am only a 
little rose or autumn crocus of the plain of 
Sharon, or a [humble] lily of the valleys [that 
grows in deep and difficult places].”

From the Sharon (Strong’s H 8289)  means “a 
plain or level place”, (and thought to be the 
country side near the Mediterranean Sea 
between Caesarea and Joppa) just a lily in the 
valleys. 

Shashan (Strong’s H 7799) has the following 
meanings: (Gesenius lexicon)

a white lily  (see also 1 Kings 7:1), a musical 
instrument such as the trumpets and pipes that 
resemble the lily in shape, specifically the 

“Madonna lily”

Song of Solomon 2:2 “2 But Solomon replied, Like the lily among thorns, so are you, 
my love, among the daughters.” 
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Song of Solomon 6:2-3 “2[She replied] My beloved has gone down to his garden, to the 
beds of spices, to feed in the gardens and to gather lilies. 3 I am my beloved’s [garden] 
and my beloved is mine! He feeds among the lilies [which grow there].”

Today, no one is sure which flower is the actual one referred to in these verses.

Mostly, we look at the common white lily as the actual plant. Lilium candidum (popularly 
known as the Madonna Lily) is a plant in the genus Lilium, one of the true lilies.

It forms bulbs at ground level, and unlike other lilies, has a basal rosette of leaves through 
the winter, which die back in summer. A leafy flower stem, typically up to 1.2 meters (3 ft. 
11 in) high, sometimes up to 2 meters (6 ft. 7 in) high, emerges in late spring and bears 
fragrant flowers in summer. Flowers are white, and flushed yellow at the base.

Lily of the valley, sometimes written lily-of-the-valley, is a sweetly scented, highly 
poisonous woodland flowering plant that is native throughout the cool temperate Northern 
Hemisphere in Asia and Europe.

The name "lily of the valley" is used in some English translations of the Bible in Song of 
Songs 2:1, but the Hebrew phrase "shoshannat-ha-amaqim" in the original text (literally 
"lily of the valleys") does not refer to this plant. It is possible though, that the Biblical 
phrase may have had something to do with the origin or development of the modern plant-
name.

It is a symbol of humility in religious paintings. Lily of the valley is considered the sign of 
Christ's second coming. The power of men to envision a better world was also attributed to 
the lily of the valley. 

Is it important to know exactly what flower they are referring to? No… Because every 
flower reflects the Glory of GOD!

A C loser look at f lowers.
The Life Cycle of a plant is the process that begins with a seed, grows into a plant that will 
flower and reproduce seed for the next generation.

Let’s look at how a flower grows, from the very beginning in the form of a seed all the way 
to the dispersion of the next set of seeds, as the cycle starts all over again.

Let us also consider the parallel of that cycle with our walk of obedience, in following 
Messiah (Jesus).

The following diagram defines all of the parts of the flower:
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1] Initial Stage of Growth. 
A seed is sown into the ground at the right time of the year.  Together, with good compost, 
moisture at regular intervals and lots of warm sunlight, it will soon put down some roots, 
push through the soil to show a leaf, and then grow over time to become a mature plant.

The parallel.

The Torah tells me that we have the right to the terms and promises of the covenant, when 
I become an adopted son of Abraham.  This is equivalent to the seed that is sown 
into the correct circumstances for life.  The Covenant sets out the “purpose and 
destiny” of each man, and so it defines my Land…

We are all given talents, i.e. abilities that will allow us to function successfully in this world.  
At the same time we are given unique gifts, i.e. a set of abilities that allow us to contribute 
to the community in a way that benefits all.

I still have to fight in order to possess the Land, but once I have settled and am living in 
unity with my fellow believers, and I live a life honouring GOD, then I will live in SHALOM.

**NUGGET!** I must be sown in the Land. 

And it’s not so strange now to understand what Y’shua (Jesus) meant when He spoke 
about this parable. He was telling us that you must be wise with the choice of your 
land…

Matthew 13:3-9 “3 And He told them many things in parables (stories by way of illustration 
and comparison), saying, A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell by 
the roadside, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they had not much soil; and at once they sprang up, because they had no depth of 
soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and because they had no root, they 
dried up and withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
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choked them out. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil, and yielded grain—some a hundred 
times as much as was sown, some sixty times as much, and some thirty. 9 He who has 
ears [to hear], let him be listening and let him [a]consider and [b]perceive and comprehend 
by hearing.”

You see, you and I exercise some degree of freedom of choice. No normal farmer will 
sow seed anywhere other than in the field that he had prepared. The fact that this 
farmer could be so “careless”, is enough of a abnormality that we should stop to ask, what 
is really being said. And therefore it’s wise to be a student of the Bible, and have your ears 
tuned to hear whatever the Holy Spirit wants to say.

Paul tells us that the spiritual always follow the pattern of the physical domain.

The Children of Israel were planted in the physical domain. The Israelites had the 
potential to produce something (mercy, prophecy, ruler-ship and so forth), in just the same 
way that the seed needs to respond to its circumstances and produce a harvest.

We have to cross the Jordan, and in order to develop those gifts we needs to face 
circumstances that will provide the environment to grow. We have to face the giants in the 
cities, we have to go to war…we have to chase out the inhabitants.

But in facing every opportunity/ trial, we continue to have the ability to exercise freedom of 
choice!!! 

**NUGGET!** Choices can either make or ruin great potential.

With that understanding, let’s go back and have a look at the choices that some of those 
tribes made. Please note how clearly the choice of the tribe is paralleled in the story that 
Y’shua (Jesus) teaches.

A] Some tribes chose to stay outside of the Land. (Could this be the seed on the path! -- 
Reuben/ Gad.)

B] Other tribes chose to leave their own portion of land and travel far up north to take 
land that did not belong to the promise. (Could this be the seed on rocky ground! -- Dan.)

C] Other tribes chose to let some of the pagan inhabitants stay behind in the Land and 
allowed them to mingle in. (Could this be the seed amongst the thorns! -- About 7 of the 
tribes]

D] Only one tribe (Judah/ Simon) really completed the task wholeheartedly. (And this is 
probably the seed that is planted on good soil.)

Being a member of a tribe was never in question.   The 12 Tribes were all part of the 
children of Abraham. So it seems to me that once I am a son of Abraham, then that is one 
matter that I should never have to have any doubt over ever again. 

What I will have to consider from time to time is, although I am a son of Abraham, 
are my choices placing me in good ground or not?
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2] The Pre-flowering Stage.
The plant will soon expand its root system, pushing down, outwards, built on the stem of 
the plant, produce an abundance of leaves, and towards the end of the season (summer) 
begin to form a bud. All of the life, and everything that humans see with the eye, comes 
from the root system.

The parallel.

All of us that are adopted sons of Abraham through the work of Y’shua (Jesus), are grafted 
into the original root of the covenant.  And it’s because we are connected to the root and 
enjoy the sap that rises up “to the leaves”, that we are provided with the lifeblood of the 
covenant.

Romans 11:17-24 “17 But if some of the branches were broken off, while you, a wild olive 
shoot, were grafted in among them to share the richness [of the root and sap] of the 
olive tree, 18 Do not boast over the branches and pride yourself at their expense. If you 
do boast and feel superior, remember it is not you that support the root, but the root [that 
supports] you. 19 You will say then, Branches were broken (pruned) off so that I might be 
grafted in! 20 That is true. But they were broken (pruned) off because of their unbelief 
(their lack of real faith), and you are established through faith [because you do believe]. So 
do not become proud and conceited, but rather stand in awe and be reverently afraid. 21 
For if God did not spare the natural branches [because of unbelief], neither will He spare 
you [if you are guilty of the same offense]. 22 Then note and appreciate the gracious 
kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s 
gracious kindness to you—provided you continue in His grace and abide in His kindness; 
otherwise you too will be cut off (pruned away). 23 And even those others [the fallen 
branches, Jews], if they do not persist in [clinging to] their unbelief, will be grafted in, for 
God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you have been cut from what is by 
nature a wild olive tree, and against nature grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much 
easier will it be to graft these natural [branches] back on [the original parent stock of] their 
own olive tree.”

John tells us to ABIDE in the vine. And he is QUOTING Y’SHUA, telling us to stay 
connected to our root system. How do we become connected? By doing the work of 
Y’shua (Jesus). How do we become disconnected?  By staying after foreign gods and 
false teaching.

John 1:1-4 “1 I am the True Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. 2 Any branch in Me 
that does not bear fruit [that stops bearing] He cuts away (trims off, takes away); and He 
cleanses and repeatedly prunes every branch that continues to bear fruit, to make it bear 
more and richer and more excellent fruit. 3 You are cleansed and pruned already, because 
of the word which I have given you [the teachings I have discussed with you]. 4 Dwell in 
Me, and I will dwell in you. [Live in Me, and I will live in you.] Just as no branch can bear 
fruit of itself without abiding in (being vitally united to) the vine, neither can you 
bear fruit unless you abide in Me.”

Again, it seems to me that as soon as I am connected (in other words a son of the 
covenant), then the world would have an expectation to see some growth. The 
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vibrancy of the new growth—how far does the shoot push up, what is the intensity of the 
colour of the leaves, how well the fruit develops and so on,  will give everyone an 
indication of the quality of the sap/ root system.

GOD tells us that he brought the Children of Israel into a good Land with streams of water 
and a Land that produced exceptional fruit.

Deuteronomy 8:7-8 “7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of 
brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills; 8 a land of 
wheat and barley, and vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and 
honey.”

If the land is good and the water is secure, then all that remains to be added is the sun --
the Hebrew word for sun is “shemesh”. 

When sun is added to the green leaves, a process called photosynthesis occurs, in other 
words the transformation of sunlight into energy and food is made.

One of the byproducts is the release of oxygen into the atmosphere for the benefit of 
mankind. The other byproduct is the fruit. The amount of sun that is taken up by the fruit 
will determine the “sweetness” of the fruit.

We know that the covenant quality is unequaled anywhere else in the world. We 
know that the work of the Messiah is complete.

If your branches are immature, and your leaves are off colour, then we will know 
that there is a constriction at the joint. A form of switch which only you control. What is 
this switch? It’s the choice that man makes to either follow GOD’s commandments fully or 
to do this “my way”, and it’s this decision that either allows sap to flow or not.

On the other hand, if we allow the light of GOD to shine into our lives, and if we actively 
search for this divine light, then our fruit will also develop a sweetness that others may 
taste when they see our diligence in keeping His commandments, and our willingness to 
serve in Spirit and Truth.

3] The Adult Legacy Plan.
As soon as the plant is ready to reproduce, in other words make a seed that will reproduce 
of its own kind, the flower will begin to open. These petals are very often brightly 
coloured in order to attract the insects, bees, or birds that are needed to transfer pollen 
from one flower to the next.

The parallel.

It is somewhere here, at this point of flowering, producing pollen to recreate the Word, 
bearing fruit, and releasing the seed of the next generation, that we are to visibly release 
the beauty of GOD’s Glory.
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So what attributes will you reveal that highlight the 
colour in your life?

What are the things that will radiate outward to 
impact others?

Will it be love, acceptance, or a simple “thank you”? 
Will it be inner peace, truthfulness, values, 
harmony, peace making…?

These actions all create colour. The brightness of 
your actions will attract others to come close to 
you, and it’s by these actions that you are sharing 
the “pollen” of the Word of GOD.

Dark colours, the black and grays of the world, 
these colours talk of negativity, of indifference… And it’s these actions that will drive others 
away.

One of the vital elements of the flower needed to reproduce life is the nectary. This part 
of the flower makes the nectar, a sweet substance that insects, birds, and bees drink to 
give them energy. Bees use the nectar to make honey. These creatures have to reach 
deep inside of the flower, and in doing so, pick up pollen from the anthers and then ensure 
that it is carried to the next flower.

 

The parallel.

While the colour of your petals attracts or rejects people, it’s the “nectar” that you 
have inside that everyone needs.

What are the actions that people will continue to drink from long after they have moved 
away from you? What about the NECTAR, like self-control you displayed, when 
everybody is shouting and screaming the loudest.
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Patience when the people you are waiting for are extremely late and have not bothered to 
let you know. Are you showing visible joy and happiness, acts of encouragement when 
others are going through trying times?

Gentle, caring acts, such as listening to elderly people, making them feel welcome. Are 
you showing acts of kindness, to look out for those who have been placed in 
embarrassing positions?

These actions leave an everlasting impression…because these actions become 
embedded in the memory of others and become the benchmark against which they will 
strive to live towards.

Producing seed
The carpel is the female part of the flower where the seeds are made. It’s the place where 
the next generation of flowers are being formed.

.

The stigma is that part of the plant that is covered in a sticky substance, and its only 
purpose in life is to catch up the pollen from another plant. Once these pollens from 
other plants have mixed with its own ovule, we find the formation of a seed of new 
life.

The style merely holds up the stigma, but it’s the ovary that contains the ovules of the 
“eggs”.

The stamens are the male parts of the flower, whose job is to make pollen, a fine yellow 
powder that is used to make the next plant. When pollen joins with the ovules, the ovules 
become seeds. As soon as the fertilization process is complete, the ovary converts/ turns 
into the “fruit” that we sometimes see.
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But each flower has the ability to fertilize another of its kind. The anther of a flower, 
contains the pollen that is carried to the stigma of another flower, fertilizers it, so that new 
seeds are made on that plant as well.

Nature has a way of showing us how each plant is both dependent on, and beneficial to 
the next. The plants of a specie stand together, stick together, flower together and 
seed together. The interdependence also has the benefit that the cross pollination could 
easily bring forth a new colour.

The parallel.

Just like that plant must flower and produce a seed, so to are we commanded to bear fruit. 
The idea of pollen that is transferred between plants is paralleled with each believer who is 
part of a community. In fact the WORD says that we are to be joined together in the 
same way that the panels of the Tabernacle were joined together.

Every individual has been blessed with unique gifts and talents, and more importantly, we 
have been empowered by the Holy Spirit to flow in these gifts. Each one will have a 
specific, unique insight and understanding of the application of the Torah (Word of GOD), 
based on our own studies and the life experiences that we have accumulated over the 
years. We tend to gloss over this concept of unity...

Consider this…

GOD only chooses to activate the covenantal promise into action at that point in time when 
the Nation has grown to the confederation of the 12 Tribes.

At the Tabernacle scene, we find that each tribe has its unique place. On entering the Land 
each tribe has its own unique piece of land.

When Jacob and Moses die, every single tribe is BLESSED with a clear indication of their 
unique purpose. 
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Paul tells us that we have all been made to be a specific part of the Body, some legs, 
hands, feet and so on… AND John tells us that everyone of us will have to walk through 
one of the gates of the New Jerusalem that is specifically named after a tribe.

As we stand together, knitted to one another by the silver clasp that gets every living stone 
joined to his neighbour, we reflect the oneness of the Messiah and His Bride.

John 15:7-11 “7 If you live in Me [abide vitally united to Me] and My words remain in you 
and continue to live in your hearts, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. 8 
When you bear (produce) much fruit, My Father is honored and glorified, and you show 
and prove yourselves to be true followers of Mine. 9 I have loved you, [just] as the Father 
has loved Me; abide in My love [continue in His love with Me]. 10 If you keep My 
commandments [if you continue to obey My instructions], you will abide in My love and live 
on in it, just as I have obeyed My Father’s commandments and live on in His love. 11 I 
have told you these things, that My joy and delight may be in you, and that your joy and 
gladness may be of full measure and complete and overflowing.”

4] The process of Seed Dispersion.
As soon as the seed has ripened, the small seeds are either spread by wind or water, or 
birds or mankind to the next place where they will fall into the ground where they are 
destined to be, and to begin to germinate all over again.

There will be a GOD -ordained time for the flower to wither and die…

James 1:10-11 “10 And the rich [person ought to glory] in being humbled [by being shown 
his human frailty], because like the flower of the grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun 
comes up with a scorching heat and parches the grass; its flower falls off and its beauty 
fades away. Even so will the rich man wither and die in the midst of his pursuits.”

1 Peter 1:24 “24 For all flesh (mankind) is like grass, and all its glory (honor) like [the] 
flower of grass. The grass withers and the flower drops off, 25 But the Word of the Lord 
(divine instruction, the Gospel) endures forever. And this Word is the good news which 
was preached to you.”

The Word of GOD looks to see whether the “seed” contains the “fruit of the Spirit”. 
Whatever attributes of GOD we have “built” into our lives will “come up” in the next 
generation.
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We are role models to the next generation. What 
would you like to see…? What are you likely to see?

This flower in the picture below, is seen in abundance at Ein Gedi. They call it the Desert 
Rose. Its seeds are long thin stems that are attached to a large number of light, “feathery” 
strings, that will allow the wind to carry them 
to their next location.

It seems that we humans must have faith 
that our next generation could be taken far 
away from our Ein Gedi, to a new place in 
the Negev where GOD wants a flower to 
bloom.

The parallel.

And Y’shua (Jesus) issues the 
commandment that we will read in a 
moment, namely that we bear fruit. We are called to think 
about the concept of Legacy at ALL times, of the seed that will produce after its own kind 
looking/ doing exactly as we do…

In a simple, but practical example, the Bible describes the story of the 5 daughters of 
Zelophehad who had come before Moses AND petitioned of GOD for their portion of the 
legacy. Their father is dead, they have NO brothers, and they ask how is it that will they 
inherit their portion of land?

And GOD answers the daughters’ cry… You can and you must inherit!!! 

Why? Because each and every son/ daughter of Abraham, must have an inheritance, 
(piece of land-gift) that you can use to produce a harvest, in order to bring a First Fruit 
offering.

If you do not understand the concept of the land and its potential, you cannot produce a 
harvest.

Numbers 36:5-11 “5 And Moses commanded the Israelites according to the word of the 
Lord, saying, The tribe of the sons of Joseph is right. 6 This is what the Lord commands 
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concerning the daughters of Zelophehad: Let them marry whom they think best; only they 
shall marry within the family of the tribe of their father. 7 So shall no inheritance of the 
Israelites be transferred from tribe to tribe, for every one of the Israelites shall cling to the 
inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 8 And every daughter who possesses an inheritance 
in any tribe of the Israelites shall be wife to one of the family of the tribe of her father, so 
that the Israelites may each one possess the inheritance of his fathers. 9 So shall no 
inheritance be transferred from one tribe to another, but each of the tribes of the Israelites 
shall cling to its own inheritance. 10 The daughters of Zelophehad did as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 11 For Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of 
Zelophehad, were married to sons of their father’s brothers.”

Numbers 36:10  “10 The daughters of Zelophehad did as the Lord commanded Moses. 11 
For Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were 
married to sons of their father’s brothers.”

**NUGGET!** LAND= GIFTS=POTENTIAL=LEGACY

Y’shua (Jesus) tells us that disciples must have that same vision…

John 15:12-17 “12 This is My commandment: that you love one another [just] as I have 
loved you. 13 No one has greater love [no one has shown stronger affection] than to lay 
down (give up) his own life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you keep on doing the 
things which I command you to do. 15 I do not call you servants (slaves) any longer, for 
the servant does not know what his master is doing (working out). But I have called you 
My friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from My 
Father. [I have revealed to you everything that I have learned from Him.] 16 You have not 
chosen Me, but I have chosen you and I have appointed you [I have planted you], that you 
might go and bear fruit and keep on bearing, and that your fruit may be lasting [that it may 
remain, abide], so that whatever you ask the Father in My Name [as presenting all that I 
Am], He may give it to you. 17 This is what I command you: that you love one another.”

How will I recognize a flower in bloom?

Flowers are delicate things. Sometimes the slightest wind can blow the petals away. 
Sometimes a rough hand can bruise the petals as well.

Through it all, I will see these movements as you sway in the breeze, and worship the 
King. As you embrace every opportunity with gratitude, and as you extend generosity at 
every possible moment. As you record your dreams and prophecies and continually affirm 
their realization.

As you have empathy for elders, stopping to spend time to really listen to their stories, 
taking time to learn from their experiences. As you “see “ with open eyes and take note of 
the expressions of others. As you forgive, unconditionally, time and time again.

As you let go of the cares of this world, and enjoy the sunset, and the noise of the 
grandchildren. As you take risks to overcome self-doubt and confusion, and to find 
confidence.  As you make it a goal to be joyful/ happy in all circumstances.
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As your prayer focuses on where GOD is and where you are, and how you try to connect 
with Him under the cloud of incense. As you proclaim blessing continuously, sowing a 
golden thread that links your soul to GOD’s Spirit.

As you live with a purpose… To be a bright, colorful picture of the Glory of God.

Isaiah 40:8-10 “8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand 
forever. 9 O you who bring good tidings to Zion, get up to the high mountain. O you who 
bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with strength, lift it up, be not afraid; say 
to the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 10 Behold, the Lord God will come with might, and 
His arm will rule for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him, and His recompense before 
Him.”

CONCLUSION

There is one other reference to a flower.  A flower in 
full bloom will be found inside the Tabernacle, on the 
Menorah. This flower is the holder of light.

Are you a holder of light?

Exodus 37:19-22 “19 Three cups made like almond 
blossoms in one branch, each with a [calyx] knob 
and a flower, and three cups made like almond 
blossoms in the [opposite] branch, each with a 
[calyx] knob and a flower; and so for the six 

branches going out of the lampstand. 20 On [the shaft of] the lampstand were 
four cups made like almond blossoms, with knobs and flowers [one at the top]. 21 And a 
knob under each pair of branches, of one piece with the lampstand, for the six branches 
going out of it. 22 Their knobs and their branches were of one piece with it, all of it 
hammered work of pure gold.”

1 Kings 6:32-35 “32 On the two doors of olive wood he carved cherubim, palm trees, and 
open flowers; he overlaid them with gold, and spread gold on the cherubim and palm 
trees. 33 Also he made for the door of the Holy Place four-sided posts of olive wood. 34 
The two doors were of cypress wood; the two leaves of each door were folding. 35 He 
carved on them cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, covered with gold evenly applied 
on the carved work.”

One last thought

Flowers only last a short season, their perfume/ aroma equally just as short. But the 
memory of that moment of beauty lives on in the memory of a man forever.

Man’s words tend to “live on forever” as well. GOD tells us to be careful with our choice of 
words and the emotions that accompany them.  Words can, and do destroy the beauty of a 
relationship. So we should be careful, the outward image of your flower, and the smell of 
the perfume essence, could easily be destroyed by the words of your mouth.
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Just below, you will see the beautiful picture of a broom tree in flower. You may wonder 
why would we consider this tree?

Psalm 120:3-4 “3 What shall be given to you? Or what more shall be done to you, you 
deceitful tongue? 4 Sharp arrows of a [mighty] warrior, with [glowing] coals of the broom 
tree!”

The sages tell us that the broom tree has many qualities, both good and bad. Their roots 
system will grow in the Judean desert where very few other plants will survive.  It creates a 
barrier against the continual erosion of soil that one finds in dry places.

Once its seeds have been released, they will fall into the ground, and “hibernate” for years 
until the rain falls again. The wood is hard and known to burn well. The wood will last for 
many hours. It is said that even after you have put the fire out, the internal core of the 
wood log carries on burning.

And it’s probably this quality that the author in Psalms is referring to.

Words of deceit, gossip and so on, will continue to burn long after you have moved on.

Let’s commit to live our lives pursuing justice, mercy and humility, so that the flower that is 
your life is a perfect image of GOD.

SHALOM!!
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Psalm 118: 25-26 
“(Hoshi’ana) Save now, I pray, O 

LORD;
O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the LORD!
We have blessed you from the house of 

the LORD.”

2Hoshi’ana!!
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The 
LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee: 26 The LORD lift up his 

countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation3

"YHVH will kneel before you presenting gifts, and 
He will guard you with a hedge of protection, 

YHVH will illuminate the wholeness of His Being 
toward you, bringing order, and He will provide 

you with love, sustenance, and friendship, YHVH 
will lift up the wholeness of His Being and look 

upon you, and He will set in place all you need to 
be whole and complete."
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The Priestly Blessing1 

`^r<ñm÷.v.yIw> hwhy ^k.÷rñ<b'y> 
May the LORD2 bless you3 and keep you4 

`&'Nñ<xuywI ^yl,ñae wyn"P' hwhy raey" 

May the LORD make His face5 shine6 upon you and be gracious7 to you 

`~Alv' ^l. ~fey"w> ^ylñ,ae wyn"P' hwhy aF'yI 

May the LORD lift up8 his face to you and give you peace9 
                                                 

1  This blessing is (ritually) recited (by the kohanim) during synagogue services during Nesiat Kapayim ("the Raising of the 
Hands"), though it is also recited over children on Friday night before the start of the Shabbat meal or as a bedtime blessing. 

2  The name YHVH (hwhy) represents God's attributes of love and mercy (~ymix]r:h; tD"mi), in contradistiction to the name Elohim 
(~yhil{a/), which represents God's attribute of justice and power as our Creator.  

3  hk'r"B. (b'rachah).  Jewish tradition considers this both material and spiritual prosperity. Pirkei Avot 3:15 says, "If there is no 
flour, there is no Torah," by which is meant that material benefits are intended to help you pursue study of Torah. The first 
occurrence of the word "blessing" in the Scriptures pertains to pru urvu (Wbr>W WrP.), "be fruitful and multiply" (Gen. 1:22). 

4  rm;v' (shamar): To guard, protect, heed, as in the exercise of diligent care. Only God has the power to secure the conferred 
blessing and keep it from turning sour or from fading away.  

5 The word for "face" (~ynIP') is plural with the 3rd person singular ending. It is considered metaphorical since God is 
incorporeal. The plural form is thought by some to indicate God's revealed and hidden attributes in creation. 

6 The hiphil verb (raey") comes from the word "light" (rAa), and is thought to refer to God's wisdom. "May God enlighten you" 
with His wisdom, i.e., the Divine Light that preceded the work of creation (Gen. 1:3). 

7 May God grant you grace or favor (!xe), i.e., to understand the "breadth and length and height and depth" of God's love (Eph. 
3:18). Grace refers to the bestowal of an undeserved gift. The blessing is bestowed even though unearned or unmerited. 

8 Since one's face is an indication of the heart's attitude, Rashi says that this means God will suppress His anger by "looking at 
you" (if God is angry at you, He "turns His face away" and refuses to admit your presence). The "lifting of face" also 
pictures God lifting you up as a father might lift up his child in joy. The "showing of face" indicates spiritual intimacy. 

9 All of the other blessings are useless without the establishment of inner peace, and therefore it is the seal of the blessing. 
Shalom (~Alv') is not simply the absence of strife, but a balance and harmony between the finite and infinite, the temporal 
and the eternal, the material and the spiritual realms.  Shalom is a gift from Sar Shalom (~Alv' rf;), the Prince of Peace. 

may he bless you the LORDand may he guard you

May he shinethe LORDhis faceon youand show you favor 

may he lift upthe LORD his faceon youand establishfor you peace 


