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PREFACE
A few years ago my family was faced with a tall, dark, seri ous and handsome
young man that appeared at our home and began to court our oldest daughter,
René.
During the next few months, Herman became a part of our lives – through visits,
holidays and the annexation of our phone for 2 -3 hours every night as they spoke
through their plans and visions for their future.
René was our eldest daughter – this was our first wedding where we (Amanda
and I) had to navigate our way through the process. Although we had been
serving God for many years, it is only when you are faced with the real life
situation that you will:
- start to find out what you believe in.
- trust on God anew to give you Godly wisdom for the balance between the
fun of the day and the message of the Bride of Christ.
- start to ask yourself if the ceremony reflects the Hebraic roots of our belief
system.
- find out (most of all) who your real friends and family are.
We are eternally grateful for the ministry team who has supported Kanaan over
the years.
I do have to highlight one member of the team for a special word of thanks:
Pieter and his wife Estelle who gave us 9 months of their lives. They counseled,
taught marriage principles, found the wedding site, drafted the detail plan and
Estelle – like a General – coordinated the minute detail of a perfect day.
Pieter and Estelle have introduced a concept / principle into our understanding of
the wedding. They created a “surprise” hamper / honeymoon basket which gets
conveniently left behind in the couples’ going away vehicle / transport. This
basket is filled with surprises, chocolates, gifts, cards and all sorts of other
memories.
The basket is a gift of love and is a costly gift to make up. It is meant to bring joy
and declare significance to the couple’s union.
Our family and close friends have accepted this principle as a legacy. Both
Herman and René and Chris and Franzelle have had the opportunity to sow this
principle / gift into the lives of young couples whom they meet. This is a practical
outflowing of the love of a marriage flowing from God’s Living Stone temple.
Amanda and I have been busy speaking about the Path of Restoration of the
Bride of Christ to our Hebraic roots. We chose, together with Herman and René,
to have their wedding ceremony done this way.
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Our thanks also to Tzille who officiated at our daughter’s wedding a nd crossed
together with us over the barrier between two religions that both proclaim the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as Supreme Lord of the Universe.
I trust that you will hear the Holy Spirit speak to you as you read through this
book and that the power of God’s love will be manifested as you apply these
principles.
Some Introductory Thoughts:
Marriage is NOT a human concept. It is of divine origin. God created it, He
designed it, He established it and defined its parameters.
God established marriage as a permanent relationship – the union of two
separate people – a man and a woman – into “one flesh”.
“One flesh” is not simply the “gluing” of two people together but rather the
“fusion” of two distinct elements into one.
A man and a woman who have become “one flesh” under God’s design form a
marriage which cannot be separated without suffering great damage or even
destruction.
Marriage is a foundational institution that pre-dates all other institutions. It is on
this relationship that God began to build society. Human society in all its forms
depends on marriage for its survival.
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PART I:
MARRIAGE
We are going to explore the purpose and destiny of marriage, why it was
instituted, what it represents in the physical as well as in the spiritual realm
and how the earthy marriage is coupled to the Heavenly marriage.

INVITATION TO A ROYAL WEDDING:
God creates the earth in six days and then rests. In
that creation plan, He also sets in place the
redemptive plan for mankind. Life is a choice. We
can choose to serve God or not.
Many make the choice to accept Jahshua as
Messiah, i.e. are born again. While there is a
commitment to God – Hashem, they continue to focus on the blessing and trials
of this world.
A remnant make the choice to crown God, Jahshua (Jesus) and Holy Spirit as
King of their lives. Those who do this have made a choice to stand under the
“Chuppah”, to take a marriage vow, and then spend the rest of their lives
searching for the promised intimacy of the Feast of Succot / Booths /
Tabernacles.
This invitation to a marriage comes from God the Father.
The Bridegroom is:
Rev. 19: 11-13, 16 “11 After that I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse [appeared]! The One Who was riding it is called Faithful (Trustworthy,
Loyal, Incorruptible, Steady) and True, and He passes judgment and wages war
in righteousness (holiness, justice, and uprightness).
12 His eyes [blaze] like a flame of fire, and on His head are many kingly
crowns (diadems); and He has a title (name) inscribed which He alone knows or
can understand.
13 He is dressed in a robe dyed by dipping in blood, and the title by which He is
called is The Word of God.
16 And on His garment (robe) and on His thigh He has a name (title) inscribed,
King of kings and Lord of lords.”
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And the Bride is:
Rev. 19:6-10 “6 After that I heard what sounded like the shout of a vast
throng, like the boom of many pounding waves, and like the roar of terrific and
mighty peals of thunder, exclaiming, Hallelujah (praise the Lord)! For now the
Lord our God the Omnipotent (the All-Ruler) reigns!
7 Let us rejoice and shout for joy [exulting and triumphant]! Let us celebrate and
ascribe to Him glory and honor, for the marriage of the Lamb [at last] has come,
and His bride has prepared herself.
8 She has been permitted to dress in fine (radiant) linen, dazzling and white—
for the fine linen is (signifies, represents) the righteousness (the upright, just,
and godly living, deeds, and conduct, and right standing with God) of the saints
(God’s holy people).
9 Then [the angel] said to me, Write this down: Blessed (happy, to be envied) are
those who are summoned (invited, called) to the marriage supper of the Lamb.
And he said to me [further], These are the true words (the genuine and exact
declarations) of God.
10 Then I fell prostrate at his feet to worship (to pay divine honors) to him, but he
[restrained me] and said, Refrain! [You must not do that!] I am [only] another
servant with you and your brethren who have [accepted and hold] the testimony
borne by Jesus. Worship God! For the substance (essence) of the truth revealed
by Jesus is the spirit of all prophecy [the vital breath, the inspiration of all inspired
preaching and interpretation of the divine will and purpose, including both mine
and yours].”
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PART II:
THE HEBRAIC ELEMENT OF MARRIAGE
We need to set our marriage foundation on the principles set out in the Old
Testament. A study of the book of Genesis sets out these fundamentals. We
also find that the concept of marriage is so good that Hashem Himself marries
the Jewish people at Mount Sinai.
Feast of Shavuot
God / Hashem comes to Moses after the
first Passover and tells him that the people
have to “count the omer” – the fifty days
until they meet at Mount Sinai.
This time can be seen as the period where
the bride matures and readies herself for
the betrothal. At Sinai we find God
declaring the covenant and the people
says “we will do and we will hear”.

Mount Sinai

The Building Blocks of Marriage:
1) God created man in His own Image –
male and female He created them.
Gen. 1:27 “27 So God created man in His own
image , in the image and likeness of God He created him;
male and female He created them.”
We see in this verse that God created us as unique but different. He clearly
specifies male and female , but at this stage has both of these unique elements
in one body – the man Adam.
What is even of greater significance is that in this state of oneness, God
declares their purpose and destiny: “Be fruitful, multiply and fill the earth.”
a) They were to replenish the earth
b) They were to have dominion over every living creature of the earth
And God declares that it is VERY GOOD.
Gen. 1:28-31 “28 And God blessed them and said to them, Be fruitful,
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it [using all its vast resources in the
service of God and man]; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds
of the air, and over every living creature that moves upon the earth.
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29 And God said, See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the
face of all the land and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for
food.
30 And to all the animals on the earth and to every bird of the air and to
everything that creeps on the ground—to everything in which there is the breath
of life—I have given every green plant for food. And it was so.
31 And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good
(suitable, pleasant) and He approved it completely. And there was evening and
there was morning, a sixth day.”
Man and Wife
Two parts of a
puzzle that fit
perfectly
together.

2) The Goodness of Marriage
The need for a mate / helper for Adam was the reason for the creation of Eve.
Gen. 2:20b “… but for Adam there was not found a helper meet (suitable,
adapted, complementary) for him.”
God / Hashem therefore fulfill this need for companionship by taking a rib and
the female out of Adam to make Eve.
Gen. 2:22-23 “22 And the rib or part of his side which the Lord God had taken
from the man He built up and made into a woman, and He brought her to the
man.
23 Then Adam said, This [creature] is now bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of a man.”
We therefore find that the maleness of Adam and the femaleness of Eve are the
very root / heart of every relationship.
Moses lays a Hebraic foundation – everything that God makes is GOOD .
David / Solomon go on to set out the value and goodness of marriage.
Proverbs 18:22 “He who finds a [true] wife finds a good thing and obtains
favor from the Lord.”
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Proverbs 12:4 “4 A virtuous and worthy wife [earnest and strong in character]
is a crowning joy to her husband…”
Proverbs 19:14 “14 House and riches are the inheritance from fathers, but a
wise, understanding, and prudent wife is from the Lord.”
In the days of Jahshua (Jesus) and the early church it was custom that a newlywed man would for the first year of the marriage be exempted from the call to go
to war.
Deut. 20:7 “7 And what man has betrothed a wife and has not taken her? Let
him return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man take her.”
An interesting fact – with an understanding of the value and goodness of
marriage, it is not surprising that the Biblical language of Hebrew does not have
a word for bachelor.
Heb. 13:4 “4 Let marriage be held in honor (esteemed worthy, precious, of
great price, and especially dear) in all things. And thus let the marriage bed be
undefiled (kept undishonored); for God will judge and punish the unchaste [all
guilty of sexual vice] and adulterous.”

3) Sexual Intimacy
The very first commandment which was given to man to
is:

keep

Gen. 1:28 “28 And God blessed them and said to them,
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth…”
The fact that producing a child is a commandment
from God means as well that God would consider this
something good.
We see that the relationship between a man and his wife must reflect the
concepts of the Song of Songs. Here we find the statement of intimacy.
Song of Solomon 2:16 “[She said distinctly] My beloved is mine and I am his!
He pastures his flocks among the lilies.“
The fruit of this intimacy is a blessing:
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Ps. 127:3 “3 Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the
womb a reward.”
Ps. 128: 3b-4 “3 …your children shall be like olive plants round about your
table.
4 Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who reverently and worshipfully fears
the Lord.”

Pure Heart
Rev. 21:1-3 “1 THEN I saw a new sky (heaven) and a new earth, for
the former sky and the former earth had passed away (vanished),
and there no longer existed any sea.
2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God, all arrayed like a bride beautified and adorned for
her husband;
3 Then I heard a mighty voice from the throne and I perceived its
distinct words, saying, See! The abode of God is with men, and
He will live (encamp, tent) among them; and they shall be His
people, and God shall personally be with them and be their
God.”

The fruit which is associated with “intimacy” is
the Pomegranate.
It grows into a small tree – 10/15 feet (3/4,5m) high.
It looses its leaves in the winter.
It has scarlet flowers
Its fruit has a hard rind, with many seeds inside that has a
soft, sweet fruit.
Uses:
The rind can be used as:
- Medicine – it is a powerful anti-oxidant.
- An element in leather tanning
The seed can be used to make:
- Syrup
- Wine
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Spiritual Meaning of the Pomegranate
1. It is a s ign of man’s joy or lack thereof.
It is interesting that man’s joy is compared to the fruit of a tree.
Fruit is the product of the work inside of the tree and is meant for
the benefit of those outside of the tree. Our marriage / intimacy is
therefore highly dependant on the work that we do on our inner man /
self so that we can give something of value / pleasure to our
partners.
It is important to note that a tree gives without expecting any fruit back, it
only looks for more compost and water (Torah / Word and the Holy Spirit)
to produce more fruit.
Joel 1:12 “12 The vine is dried up and the fig tree fails; the pomegranate tree,
the palm tree also, and the apple or quince tree, even all the trees of the field are
withered, so that joy has withered and fled away from the sons of men.”
2. It is a sign of Compassion
The fruit on the inside is made up of multiple pips – a seed with its fleshly fruit all
packed into portions. The seeds with the red flesh fruit looks like a tear . The
Jewish people have a tradition that if you counted the fruit, you would find 613
seeds inside each pomegranate. There are 613 commandments in the Old
Testament. Most of the commandments are declarations of how we can do good
towards our neighbour / wife. The pomegranate teaches us that compassion (the
feeling of oneness with someone else’s problem) does not mean much unless we
do something about i t as well.
3. It is a s ign of God’s Blessing
Is there seed in the barn? The seed and the number of seeds speaks of the
importance of the blessing of the covenantal relationship, it is important to note
that others are expected to verify the existence of this blessing or not.
Hag. 2:19 “19 Is the harvested grain any longer in the barn?
As to the grapevine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the
olive tree—they have not yet borne. From this day on I will
bless you.”
If man’s joy dries up, we will know that his seed of
blessing has also dried up.
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4. It is a s ign of Rulership
It is the p lace where the King sat to govern:
1 Sam. 14:2 “2 Saul was remaining in the outskirts of Gibeah under a
pomegranate tree in Migron; and with him were about 600 men.”
When used as a decoration on the pillar of the temple it reflected the
richness of the wholesomeness of God’s provision:
1 Kings 7:18-20 “18 So Hiram made the pillars. There were
two rows of pomegranates encircling each network to cover
the capitals that were upon the top.
19 The capitals that were upon the top of the pillars in the porch
were of lily work [design], four cubits.
20 The capitals were upon the two pillars and also above the
rounded projection beside the network. There were 200
pomegranates in two rows round about, and so with the other capital.”
5. It is a s ign of Relationship
Ex. 28:33-35 “33 And you shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet
[stuff] around about its skirts, with gold bells between them;
34 A gold bell and a pomegranate, a gold bell and a pomegranate, round
about on the skirts of the robe.
35 Aaron shall wear the robe when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard
when he goes [alone] into the Holy of Holies before the Lord and when he comes
out, lest he die there.”
The fruit of the pomegranate was the cushion between the bells on
the priests robe, i.e. the fruit of the spirit between the
gifts. Two bells which touch each other create a
“clang” – a harsh sound – to ensure that only clear
sounds were made, each bell is protected by the
fruit.
Prophetic meaning: 1 Cor. 13
§
§

Bells = the gifts of the spirit.
Pomegranate = fruit of the spirit.

6. It is a s ign of Intimacy
Solomon teaches us that t he words of love and endearment between a man and
his bride are based upon the fruit manifesting in his life. The fruit seems to touch
all of man’s senses and therefore reaches into every part of man’s conscience.
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Song of Songs 4:3 and 6:7
“3 Your lips are like a thread of scarlet, and your mouth is lovely. Your cheeks
are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil.”
Song of Songs 4:13 “13 Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates or a
paradise with precious fruits, henna with spikenard plants”
Song of Solomon 6:11 “11 [The Shulammite replied] I went down into the nut
orchard [one day] to look at the green plants of the valley, to see whether the
grapevine had budded and the pomegranates were in flower.”
Song of Solomon 7:12 “12 Let us go out early to the vineyards and see
whether the vines have budded, whether the grape blossoms have opened, and
whether the pomegranates are in bloom . There I will give you my love.”
Song of Solomon 8:2 “2 I would lead you and bring you into the house of my
mother, who would instruct me. I would cause you to drink spiced wine a nd of
the juice of my pomegranates.

4) Friendship / Companionship
The Torah requires that we leave our family and cleave to
another.
Gen. 2:24 “24 Therefore a man shall leave his father
and his mother and shall become united and cleave to
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”

The reason for this is that we must make a circle of love into which no one
except the couple can come. No one (parent, in-laws, friends, etc) is allowed to
interfere with that space in the relationship. As the couple spend time together,
deal with problems, etc they start to bond and will become partners for life.
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1 Cor. 7:39 “39 A wife is bound to her husband by law as long as he lives. If the
husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she will, only [provided that he
too is] in the Lord.”
The partnership reaches its highest peak and power when both partners share a
common destiny in the Lord.
In a very real sense the pair is “yoked” for life.

5) Matched to each other
A Jewish tradition has it that at your birth God reveals to your
spirit who your perfect mate is. The angel then causes you to
forget by touching you with his finger – leaving the
indentation on your lip. If we rely on the leading of the Holy
Spirit, we wait until God’s plan comes to pass then we will
know who our perfect mate is.
Man is unique as male and female is unique in her female
attributes. God’s Plan is that the perfect match will reveal a unique oneness or
unity.
The woman which man chooses will be:
§ ”suitable for him”
§ ”in equal power to him”
§ ”correspond perfectly with him”
§ ”be a full partner”
§ ”a compliment to his skills and talents”
The basic Greek word for “marry” or “marriage” is “gameo”
which derives from the same root as our English word “gem”. That root word
literally means to “fuse together”. Fusion of different elements into one
describes the process by which precious gems are formed deep in the earth.
That process is also an apt description of marriage.
Precious gems such as diamonds, rubies, emeralds, and sapphires are formed
far underground out of ordinary elements that are subjected to great heat and
enormous pressure over an extended period of time.
Marriage as God designed it is like a precious gem. It develops over time. It
only takes a few minutes to get married, but building a marriage requires a
lifetime.
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That is one of the reasons why God established marriage as a permanent life long relationship. There must be sufficient time for two people with separate and
distinct backgrounds and personalities to become fused together as one flesh.
A Godly marriage becomes stronger under pressure. External pressures should
drive a husband and wife closer together. Just as pressure purifies a diamond,
so the everyday problems and challenges of life purify a Godly marriage. A
husband and wife face the pressure together. The harder things get, the
stronger their union grows. Marriage fuses two different people into one so that
under pressure they become so hard and fast that nothing can break them.
Marriage is a steady, unchanging institution entered into by two people who are
constantly changing as they grow and mature. Those changes can be unnerving
and frustrating and can easily ignite conflict.
Respect for the honourableness and stability of marriage can give a husband and
wife a solid anchor that enables them to weather the storms of change as they
grow toward oneness.

6) Love will grow – it is a commitment
Love, companionship, marriage and relationship are a matter of choice. I choose
to love the partner God has given me. It is not a feeling but a choice.
We see a prime example of God’s Plan in the story of Isaac and Rebecca. Isaac
stays at home. The servant goes to find the right wife – Rebecca. When she
sees him for the first time, she covered her face in submission.
We are told that Isaac married her and then he loved her.
Gen. 24: 67 “67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and he took
Rebekah and she became his wife, and he loved her; thus Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.”
The Hebraic mindset is that you must learn to love the woman whom you have
married.
Success in marriage does not depend on spouses committing themselves to
each other as much as it does to their committing themselves to marriage, the
unchanging institution that they have mutually entered into.
The Bible presents marriage as an institution that should be highly respected and
esteemed above all other institutions.
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Heb. 13:4 “4 Let marriage be held in honor (esteemed worthy, precious, of
great price, and especially dear) in all things. And thus let the marriage bed be
undefiled (kept undishonored); for God will judge and punish the unchaste [all
guilty of sexual vice] and adulterous.”
“Honourable” – Greek – “timios” = valuable, costly, honoured, esteemed,
beloved, and precious.
Please note: Marriage should be honoured by all – it says nothing at all about
the people in marriage.
A common notion with most people is that the parties in a marriage – the
husband and wife – should honour each other and hold each other in high
esteem. This is certainly true, but ultimately it is not what makes a marriage
work. What is more important is that they honour and esteem marriage itself.
Let’s face it, none of us are lovable all the time! Holding our marriage in high
honour and esteem will carry us over those bumpy times when one or the other
of us is unlovable or difficult to honour.
The institution of marriage is more important than our personal feelings. We
must never confuse our personal feelings or conflicts with the institution of
marriage.
Marriage is honourable, respectable, and unchanging, while we at times are
dishonourable or unrespectable, and we are always changing. Marriage is
perfect, while we are imperfect.
Commitment to the marriage, rather than commitment to the person, is the
key to success.
The institution of marriage is much bigger than our conflicts and feelings. God
instituted marriage; it belongs to Him, not us.
Marriage is two imperfect people committing themselves to a perfect
institution, by making perfect vows from imperfect lips before a perfect
God.
A Perfect Vow and Imperfect Lips
A promise is a commitment to do something later, and a vow is a binding
commitment to begin doing something now and to continue to do it for the
duration of the vow.
God takes vows very seriously. A vow is not made to another person. Vows are
made to God or before God; in other words, with God as a witness.
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Ecc. 5:4-5 “4 When you vow a vow or make a pledge to God, do not put off
paying it; for God has no pleasure in fools (those who witlessly mock Him). Pay
what you vow.
5 It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay.”
Marriage is a vow and breaking that vow is a serious matter because it also
breaks one’s fellowship with God.
Mal. 2:13-14 “13 And this you do with double guilt; you cover the altar of the
Lord with tears [shed by your unoffending wives, divorced by you that you might
take heathen wives], and with [your own] weeping and crying out because the
Lord does not regard your offering any more or accept it with favor at your hand.
14 Yet you ask, Why does He reject it? Because the Lord was witness [to the
covenant made at your marriage] between you and the wife of your youth,
against whom you have dealt treacherously and to whom you were faithless. Yet
she is your companion and the wife of your covenant [made by your marriage
vows].”
Success depends on how much we know about something, not how we feel
about it. A successful marriage has little to do with love. Love does not
guarantee success in marriage. Love is very important for happiness in
marriage, but by itself it cannot make a marriage work. The only thing that
makes a marriage work is knowledge.
Hos. 4:6a “6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…”
Prov. 1:7 “7 The reverent and worshipful fear of the Lord is the beginning and
the principal and choice part of knowledge [its starting point and its essence]; but
fools despise skillful and godly Wisdom, instruction, and discipline.”
Marriage takes more than just being saved; it takes more than just being in love.
Both are important in marriage but they carry no automatic guarantee of marital
success.
We need knowledge of Biblical principals. These principles never changes.
That which God gave Adam and Eve still work today. They are universal in every
age and in every culture.
Trouble comes when we violate or ignore those principles.
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7) Marriage is a Covenant
The Old Testament has many references to the element of
salt as a sign of the covenantal relationship. In particular it
was part of the priest’s responsibility to add “salt” to the
offering.
Numb. 18: 19 “19 All the heave offerings [the lifted-out and kept
portions] of the holy things which the Israelites give to the Lord I give to you and
to your sons and your daughters with you, as a continual debt forever. It is a
covenant of salt [that cannot be dissolved or violated] forever before the Lord
for you [Aaron] and for your posterity with you.”
In the New Testament Jahshua (Jesus) tells us that the man, head of the home,
is the priest of the family.
Heb. 9:11-15 “11 But [that appointed time came] when Christ (the Messiah)
appeared as a High Priest of the better things that have come and are to come.
[Then] through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with [human]
hands, that is, not a part of this material creation,
12 He went once for all into the [Holy of] Holies [of heaven], not by virtue of the
blood of goats and calves [by which to make reconciliation between God and
man], but His own blood, having found and secured a complete redemption (an
everlasting release for us).
13 For if [the mere] sprinkling of unholy and defiled persons with blood of goats
and bulls and with the ashes of a burnt heifer is sufficient for the purification of
the body,
14 How much more surely shall the blood of Christ, Who by virtue of [His]
eternal Spirit [His own preexistent divine personality] has offered Himself as an
unblemished sacrifice to God, purify our consciences from dead works and
lifeless observances to serve the [ever] living God?
15 [Christ, the Messiah] is therefore the Negotiator and Mediator of an [entirely]
new agreement / testament, so that those who are called and offered it may
receive the fulfillment of the promised everlasting inheritance—since a death has
taken place which rescues and delivers and redeems them from the
transgressions committed under the [old] first agreement.”
As such, the priest should be ensuring that the marriage reflects the sign of a
covenantal relationship. Every marriage should:
§ Impact the community.
§ Be a daily reminder of purity and integrity.
§ Be a reflection of the everlasting nature of God’s plans.
§ Be a sacrificial offering of prayer for the community.
§ Reflect the Heart of the Father and the Kingship of Hashem.
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These building blocks work together to form the altar of prayer in every home.
If all of these blocks are in place, we will have a stable home and family, a “mini
tabernacle.”
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PART III:
BENEFITS WHICH ARISE FROM A MARRIAGE WHICH IS BASED
ON HEBRAIC PRINCIPLES.
It is only when God’s principles are in action and working within a marriage
relationship and a family that it will be able to be taken out into the community.
A man who has a good wife will be inspired to study the Torah, to listen to the
voice of the Holy Spirit and to lead the family / community as a servant
leader.
When we get to this place of understanding and wisdom, we will find the family
operating in the “blessing” and “peace” of which Jahshua (Jesus) spoke of in the
Sermon on the Mount.

Wall

Joy

Peace

Altar of
Hebraic
Principles

Torah

Blessing

Goodness
It is only in marriage where we have the two equal halves – male and female,
joined in perfect harmony that we can achieve these blessings / benefits.
Joy:
Marriage should be a place of joy and gladness – we should see the fruit of
Succot in the marriage – this is the result of intimacy:
- encourage each other to grow
- honour each other
- protect each other
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-

restore each other

Blessing (“Baruch”):
The marriage is the place where a father
can exercise his God-given authority to
speak blessing – words of affirmation and
direction over each member of his family.
Just like a camel, the father will kneel
down so that he can carry the load for his
wife and children.
Goodness (“Tovah”):
This element of marriage represent a pleasant, agreeable spirit. It also means
that the fruit of Pesach / Passover will be evident to the community. We will:
- be salt
- deal with sin
- live a noble lifestyle
- renew our minds
- declare that God is good
Torah:
This benefit of the marriage is where we lay a foundation of the Word and Holy
Spirit as a basis for every action of the family. We will wait for divine intervention
in our day to day interaction with others.
Peace (“Shalom”):
This benefit of marriage includes the concepts of “at rest” and with your “hand on
the neck of your enemy”, i.e. in a position of victory. This benefit includes the
knowledge that “I am confident of my destiny”; “I know that God is good”; “I am
created in God’s Image.”
Shield / Wall of Defence (“chomah”):
This benefit means that I have regularly declared and
spoken God’s blessing and provision over my marriage and
family, and now know that God’s Shield in the form of the
Holy Spirit is a wall of protection around us. I can claim
the blessing of:
Num. 6:26 “26 The Lord lift up His [approving] countenance
upon you and give you peace (tranquility of heart and life
continually).”
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PART IV:
THE IMPACT OF THE GRECO-ROMAN MINDSET AND PAGAN
RELIGIONS ON THE HEBRAIC PRINCIPLES OF MARRIAGE
The early church operated as a sect of Judaism, i.e. the principles of the Hebraic
mindset were an integral part of the belief system.
Various divisions between:
1. The Jews from Israel vs. Jews from the Diaspora,
2. The early church and the Synagogue,
3. The Early c hurch and Rome;
caused the church to cut itself free from its root system.
Unfortunately, this was the wrong choice and resulted in the church going
backwards / downward until the dark ages.
Whilst we are experiencing some significant areas of
restoration, the area of a return to our Hebraic roots is still in
its infancy.

What is the impact of the Greco-Roman mindset
on the marriage?
1) Introduction of Gay / Lesbian relationships
Greco-Roman influence dictated that a “man of God”, i.e. the Priest should not
marry – this created a false order of Monk / Celibate Priest. Not only was this
contrary to God’s commandment to “multiply” but led to illicit sexual relations and
often homosexual ones with young boys. The newspapers and television news
all regularly carries news of this type.
An expansion of this concept has now developed to the extent that the “basic
rights” entrenched in many countries constituted now allows for same sex
marriages.
Consequently God’s purpose of oneness and unity is frustrated.
2) Marriage is a means to an end
Marriage has now become an entity for legal purposes – we need it for
taxation, medical insurance benefits, etc.
Children are not necessarily a product of love but can now be “purchased”
through adoption or by means of a test tube to be raised by two males or two
females. The God-given role models for the child are therefore missing.
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Since marriage now holds very little spiritual value, it is often performed before a
Justice of peace. Just as easily, we can cancel t he marriage through a divorce,
therefore the concept of a lifetime commitment now only lasts for as long as it
suits me.
3) Romance instead of Commitment
Great emphasis is placed on love at first sight – we need romance, we need to
be permanently ready to give each other full attention. This focus on the
“individual” has led to the mindset of:
- I’m important
- It’s a 50:50 relationship, i.e. what can I get out of the deal?
We now find that every one wants a “legal” contract – the assets which I earn
are mine, I have my own bank account, etc.
The long term commitment is also challenged with the idea that I can be alone, I
don’t have to marry because I can get sexual intimacy whenever and with
whomever I choose.
Love as a feeling
Marriage is seen as a result of love. Love is therefore something I feel and is
based on what I see. Consequently, as my partner grows older and their shape
changes, so too can my love. Real long time commitment is exchanged for a
new partner to suit my new needs. The self-ego reigns supreme.
Decline of the Role Model principle
High divorce rates and single parent models mean that the “role model” principle
of the father and mother (as a single cohesive unit) is often lost to the family. A
vast majority of divorce occur before the eldest child is 13 years old and leads to
incomplete parenting, single parent models. Looking
at the stages of development, we see that at the age of
thirteen it is crucial for a son and daughter to have the
father lead them into adulthood.
Satan’s strategy: Remove the father (either
emotionally or physically) before that crucial time and
the child will be confused about his / her identity, which
can result in homosexuality / lesbianism.
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Matched to each other
The concept of two equals, complementing one another has been replaced with
competition. Marriage is now a match of equal rights – concepts of submission
are thrown out as old-fashioned. The woman now takes on the role of the
breadwinner and financial planner of the household. Women now demand the
right to leave the concept of motherhood and to hand it over to a play-school
teacher so that their own goals can be met. Marriage is not an institution which
forces the women to be unfulfilled.
Women can do anything they want to as long as they balance the development
of individual talents with the role model of a “cleaved” marriage – the Greco
Roman mindset of “I can do anything better” is not Biblical.
RESULT: God’s Plan changed
We see that the Hebraic mindset and principles of love, marriage and
commitment have been thrown out and replaced with pagan orientated GrecoRoman self-centered ideals.
God established a principle in the Physical before it’s a reality in the
Spiritual
1 Cor. 15:46 “46 But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical
and then the spiritual.”
We find that God sets the boundaries of success of the spiritual dimension by the
effectiveness of the execution of the principle in the physical realm.
God therefore instituted the marriage with a
physical as a spiritual benefit for man
where he will experience:
- love
- companionship / friendship
- physical intimacy, etc
The picture that God wants the world to see
when we look at a Godly marriage is the spiritual equivalent of the Bride of Christ
in a union with the Messiah, Jahshua (Jesus) .
Paul speaks of the “mystery” of the marriage.
Eph. 5:32 “32 This mystery is very great, but I speak concerning [the relation
of] Christ and the church.”
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We therefore have an awesome responsibility; it’s not just an issue of love or
war, of success or failure, between my spouse and I but the reflection of our
marriage determines the foundation for success or failure of the Bride of
Christ.
The marriage on earth therefore reflects the pattern for the spiritual world.
Unfortunately, the current marriage ceremony, high divorce rate, the lack of any
sign of a life-giving Body means that we can’t pattern on this world’s “pagan”
model. We are forced to go back to the image / parallel that Paul painted of the
spiritual relationship so that we can get a new plumb line or benchmark for the
physical marriage.
We need to study this mystery to find this benchmark.
Eph. 5:22-33 “22 Wives, be subject (be submissive and adapt yourselves) to
your own husbands as [a service] to the Lord.
23 For the husband is head of the wife as Christ is the Head of the church,
Himself the Savior of [His] body.
24 As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in everything to
their husbands.
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up
for her,
26 So that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the Word,
27 That He might present the church to Himself in glorious splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such things [that she might be holy and faultless].
28 Even so husbands should love their wives as [being in a sense] their own
bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself.
29 For no man ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and carefully protects and
cherishes it, as Christ does the church,
30 Because we are members (parts) of His body.
31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.
32 This mystery is very great, but I speak concerning [the relation of] Christ
and the church.
33 However, let each man of you [without exception] love his wife as [being in a
sense] his very own self; and let the wife see that she respects and reverences
her husband [that she notices him, regards him, honors him, prefers him,
venerates, and esteems him; and that she defers to him, praises him, and loves
and admires him exceedingly].”
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In summary we find the following pattern:
Jahshua
(Jesus)

Bridegroom

=
Bride of Christ

Bride

With this understanding, namely that marriage on earth is a direct replica of the
Spiritual domain we can now substitute the bridegroom into each place in the
verses which describe the role of Jahshua (Jesus). This will give us a clear
picture and plumb line of what God expects from our earthly marriages.

Each one is a replica
of the other.
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PART V:
MARRIAGE ON EARTH IS A DIRECT REPLICA OF THE
SPIRITUAL DOMAIN
Attributes of this relationship:
1. The Man is the head.
Eph. 5:23 “23 For the husband is head of the wife as Christ is the Head of the
church, Himself the Savior of [His] body.”
This attribute needs some careful analysis. Within that Greco-Roman mindset,
headship is equated with rulership and management with supreme authority in
the form of dictatorship, an implication that those following are in someway or
another slightly inferior. The world system shows us this in many forms:
- princes vs. commoners
- the caste system, etc.
Within the Hebraic mindset the term headship takes on different meanings:
A) The man must be the saviour of his wife and family.
This means that he will:
1) be doing spiritual warfare
2) be a resurrected saint
3) be joined with the angels of Heaven in the battle of
Armageddon to deliver his house
4) be a lover of the people of Israel
Is. 63:1-6 “1 WHO IS this Who comes from Edom, with
crimson-stained garments from Bozrah [in Edom]?
This One Who is glorious in His apparel, striding
triumphantly in the greatness of His might? It is I,
[the One] Who speaks in righteousness
[proclaiming vindication], mighty to save!
2 Why is Your apparel splashed with red, and Your garments like the one who
treads in the winepress?
3 I have trodden the winepress alone, and of the peoples there was no one with
Me. I trod them in My anger and trampled them in My wrath; and their lifeblood is
sprinkled upon My garments, and I stained all My raiment.
4 For the day of vengeance was in My heart, and My year of redemption [the
year of My redeemed] has come.
5 And I looked, but there was no one to help; I was amazed and appalled that
there was no one to uphold [truth and right]. So My own arm brought Me victory,
and My wrath upheld Me.
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6 I trod down the peoples in My anger and made them drink of the cup of My
wrath until they were intoxicated, and I spilled their lifeblood upon the earth.”
Zech. 14:1-5 “1 BEHOLD, A day of the Lord is
coming when the spoil [taken from you] shall be
divided [among the victors] in the midst of you.
2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem
to battle, and the city shall be taken and the
houses rifled and the women ravished; and half
of the city shall go into exile, but the rest of the
people shall not be cut off from the city.
3 Then shall the Lord go forth and fight
against those nations, as when He fought in
the day of battle.
4 And His feet shall stand in that day upon the
Mount of Olives, which lies before Jerusalem on
the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split
in two from the east to the west by a very great
valley; and half of the mountain shall remove
toward the north and half of it toward the south.
5 And you shall flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the
mountains shall reach to Azal, and you shall flee as you fled from before the
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah; and the Lord my [Zechariah’s]
God shall come, and all the holy ones [saints and angels] with Him.”
Rev. 19:11-21 “11 After that I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse
[appeared]! The One Who was riding it is called Faithful (Trustworthy, Loyal,
Incorruptible, Steady) and True, and He passes judgment and wages war in
righteousness (holiness, justice, and uprightness).
12 His eyes [blaze] like a flame of fire, and on His head are many kingly crowns
(diadems); and He has a title (name) inscribed which He alone knows or can
understand.
13 He is dressed in a robe dyed by dipping in blood, and the title by which He is
called is The Word of God.
14 And the troops of heaven, clothed in fine linen, dazzling and clean, followed
Him on white horses.
15 From His mouth goes forth a sharp sword with which He can smite (afflict,
strike) th e nations; and He will shepherd and control them with a staff (scepter,
rod) of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath and
indignation of God the All-Ruler (the Almighty, the Omnipotent).
16 And on His garment (robe) and on His thigh He has a name (title) inscribed,
king of kings and lord of lords.
17 Then I saw a single angel stationed in the sun’s light, and with a mighty voice
he shouted to all the birds that fly across the sky, Come, gather yourselves
together for the great supper of God,
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18 That you may feast on the flesh of rulers, the flesh of generals and captains,
the flesh of powerful and mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the
flesh of all humanity, both free and slave, both small and great!
19 Then I saw the beast and the rulers and leaders of the earth with their troops
mustered to go into battle and make war against Him Who is mounted on the
horse and against His troops.
20 And the beast was seized and overpowered, and with him the false prophet
who in his presence had worked wonders and performed miracles by which he
led astray those who had accepted or permitted to be placed upon them the
stamp (mark) of the beast and those who paid homage and gave divine honors to
his statue. Both of them were hurled alive into the fiery lake that burns and
blazes with brimstone.
21 And the rest were killed with the sword that issues from the mouth of Him
Who is mounted on the horse, and all the birds fed ravenously and glutted
themselves with their flesh.”
5) be a preserver of both man’s soul and the land that God has placed him
in:
Zech 2:11-12 “11 And many nations shall join themselves to the
Lord in that day and shall be My people. And I will dwell in the
midst of you, and you shall know (recognize and understand)
that the Lord of hosts has sent me [His messenger] to you.
12 And the Lord shall inherit Judah as His portion in the holy
land and shall again choose Jerusalem.”
Just as Jahshua is a Beacon of Light and Hope so too the
bridegroom will be a tall tree showing stability and purpose
for the multitudes around him – direction to those who need to
come to know God.
B) The man must be a servant leader. We find that he will:
1) Love his wife. This aspect of love has the fullest intention that the
commitment called for here is the supreme one – his life if need be.
Eph. 5:25 “25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself up for her,”
This sacrifice of love for his wife must be at the expense of his own body –
so he must love his wife through:
o provision of daily needs
o protection from the elements
o protection from emotional stress
o proclamation of her future, destiny, worth and purpose
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Eph. 5:25, 28-29 “25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave Himself up for her…
28 Even so husbands should love their wives as [being in a sense] their
own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself.
29 For no man ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and carefully protects
and cherishes it, as Christ does the church,”
2) Wash his wife in the Word / Torah
The Complete Jewish Bible has a very good translation of
this paragraph – it goes on to say:
o in order to set apart for God,
o making clean through immersion in the
mikvah,
o to present…a bride to be proud of.
Eph. 5:26 “26 So that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the Word,”

2. The Wife submits to her husband
Once again this attribute needs some careful analysis. The Greco-Roman
mindset has established as a position of inferiority, a place of lesser rights, etc.
The Hebraic mindset has:
1) The woman as an “equal partner” – of equal status. We understand that the
union of man and woman together again (in perfect harmony) reflects the one
man, Adam, before Eve was created – i.e. a perfect match.
Eph. 5:22 “22 Wives, be subject (be submissive and adapt yourselves) to your
own husbands as [a service] to the Lord.”

PLATFORM: JAHSHUA
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2) The concept of submission as being associated with the place of provision for
a baby in its mother’s womb. We know that the baby has a life and will of its
own. However, for the fetus to stay alive and grow until he/she can be born
into this world, it has to stay in submission / connected to the lifeline of
provision from the mother.
We see God’s view is that the “womb ” of the relationship will yield:
o holiness
o a “priest” forever
This is an awesome responsibility – only someone who is filled with the power of
the Holy Spirit could possibly hope to achieve this.
o We need to set our wives apart – we have to ensure that they look,
act, live in a different manner to the world.
o We have to pour the Word of God / Torah and the prophetic
utterances of the Holy Spirit over the m to ensure:
Eph. 5:27 “27 That He might present the church to Himself in glorious
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such things [that she might be holy
and faultless].”
§
§
§

That they are pure / undefiled
That no contamination of this world can affect them.
That the y will be secure emotionally, in mind and in spirit to
walk a life of vi ctory.

o We need to present them as a bride to be proud of. This means
that they must be physically, mentally and spiritually beautiful.
Ps. 110: 3-4 “3 Your people will offer themselves willingly in the
day of Your power, in the beauty of holiness and in holy array out
of the womb of the morning; to You [will spring forth] Your young
men, who are as the dew.
4 The Lord has sworn and will not revoke or change it: You are a
priest forever, after the manner and order of Melchizedek.”
What is more, we can see that that fruit of submission will be like
a reward . Just as children are a reward of the physical womb, so
too our submission will be a reward. If the husband loves his wife
according to God’s principles, she will reward him with her willing
submission.
Ps. 127:3 “3 Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit
of the womb a reward.”
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3. The Presentation of the Bride
The servant leader who has loved his bride, “mikvahed” her in the
Torah / Word can now present / receive her.
Eph. 5:27 “27 That He might present the church to Himself in
glorious splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such things
[that she might be holy and faultless].”
He will have a “gift” for God.
Deut. 31:14 “14 And the Lord said to Moses, Behold, your days
are nearing when you must die. Call Joshua and present
yourselves at the Tent of Meeting, that I may give him his
charge. And Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves at the Tent of
Meeting.”
Josh 24:1 “1 THEN JOSHUA gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and
summoned the elders of Israel and their heads, their judges, and their officers;
they presented themselves before God.”
Job 1:6 “6 Now there was a day when the sons (the angels) of God came to
present themselves before the Lord, and Satan (the adversary and accuser) also
came among them.”
1 Sam. 10:19 “19 But you have this day rejected your God, Who Himself saves
you from all your calamities and distresses; and you have said to Him, No! Set a
king over us. So now present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by
your thousands.”
The attribute of this “gift” / bride will be:
1. Holy and unblamable
Col. 1:22 “22 Yet now has [Christ, the Messiah] reconciled [you to God] in the
body of His flesh through death, in order to present you holy and faultless and
irreproachable in His [the Father’s] presence.”
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2. Perfect
Col. 1:28 “28 Him we preach and proclaim, warning and admonishing everyone
and instructing everyone in all wisdom (comprehensive insight into the ways and
purposes of God), that we may present every person mature (full-grown, fully
initiated, complete, and perfect) in Christ (the Anointed One).”

3. A Living Sacrifice
Romans 12:1-2 “1 I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view
of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies
[presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted,
consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational,
intelligent) service and spiritual worship.
2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its
external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire]
renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may
prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God,
even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].”
He will have discipled his bride and “sown” his seed of faith in the world, i.e. he
and his wife / family will have impacted the community.
Matt. 13:23, 31-32, 44 “23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is he who
hears the Word and grasps and comprehends it; he indeed bears fruit and yields
in one case a hundred times as much as was sown, in another sixty times as
much, and in another thirty …
31 Another story by way of comparison He set forth before them, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed
in his field.
32 Of all the seeds it is the smallest, but when it has gro wn it is the largest of the
garden herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and find
shelter in its branches…
44 The kingdom of heaven is like something precious buried in a field, which a
man found and hid again; then in his joy he goes and sells all he has and buys
that field.”
This servant leader will be able to claim:
o the prophet and
o the righteous man’s reward
Matt. 10:41 “41 He who receives and welcomes and accepts a prophet
because he is a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward , and he who
receives and welcomes and accepts a righteous man because he is a
righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.”
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The servant-leader will be able to declare:
Here is my First Fruit and here are those who are coming as a result:
1 Cor. 15: 23 “23 But each in his own rank and turn: Christ (the Messiah) [is] the
firstfruits, then those who are Christ’s [own will be resurrected] at His coming.”
Col. 3:4 “4 When Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with
Him in [the splendor of His] glory.”

4. The Bridegroom Nourishes the Bride
The Bridegroom takes his bride who is washed (“Mikvehed”) in the Torah / Word,
presents her before God and takes the responsibility to “nourish” her.
Eph. 5:29 “29 For no man ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and carefully
protects and cherishes it, as Christ does the church,:
This word nourish has a few meanings. It is the analysis of these
interpretations that would give a bridegroom an idea of his responsibility
towards his wife.
1) The bridegroom as shepherd.
Rev. 7:17 “17 For the Lamb Who is in the midst of the
throne will be their Shepherd, and He will guide them to
the springs of the waters of life; and God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.”
1 Cor. 9:7 “7 [Consider this:] What soldier at any time serves at his
own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat any of the fruit of it? Who
tends a flock and does not partake of the milk of the flock?”
The Hebrew words for shepherd are:
a) Râah – to pasture, rule, keep company, make friends
b) Mûwtsaqah – something poured out to form a cast.
As a shepherd over his “bride” and family, he will:
- rear up to maturity
- educate
- feed them
- strengthen the weak and sick
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bind the broken hearted
find the lost
gather the flock.
(Ezek. 34)

A shepherd will need the tools of the trade to perform these functions:
a) A Club
In the physical: 0,6m – 1m (2/3 ft) long
stick with a knob to carry a load
In the spiritual realm this is represented
by the Holy Spirit which teaches, leads
and carries the load of direction for every
aspect of the day.
Ruth 4:15 “15 And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher and
supporter in your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is better
to you than seven sons, has borne him.”
Deut. 1:5 “5 Beyond (east of) the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses began to
explain this law, saying,”
Gen. 45:11 “11 And there I will sustain and provide for you, so that you and
your household and all that are yours may not come to poverty and want, for
there are yet five [more] years of [the scarcity, hunger, and starvation of ]
famine.”
Gen. 47:12 “12 And Joseph supplied his father and his brethren and all his
father’s household with food, according to [the needs of] their families.”
b) A Staff
In the physical: a 1,8m (6ft) long peeled
vine used to climb, rescue, fight and equip
that family.
In the spiritual realm this is represented by
our obedience to God’s commandments as
we do “mitzvahs” / good deeds and reach
out to help those around us.
1 Tim. 4:6 “6 If you lay all these instructions
before the brethren, you will be a worthy steward
and a good minister of Christ Jesus, ever
nourishing your own self on the truths of the faith and of the good [Christian]
instruction which you have closely followed.”
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Is. 7:21 “21 And [because of the desolation brought on by the invaders] in that
day, a man will [be so poor that he will] keep alive only a young milk cow and two
sheep.”
Gen. 50:21 “21 Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will provide for and support
you and your little ones. And he comforted them [imparting cheer, hope, strength]
and spoke to their hearts [kindly].”
c) A bag
In the physical: to carry provisions / to feed.
In the spiritual realm this represents the
Torah / Bible and the Word t hat we must
“wash” over the bride in loving kindness.
Acts 20:28 “28 Take care and be on guard for
yourselves and the whole flock over which the Holy
Spirit has appointed you bishops and guardians, to
shepherd (tend and feed and guide) the church of the Lord or of God which He
obtained for Himself [buying it and saving it for Himself] with His own blood.”
John 21:15-17 “15 When they had eaten, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon,
son of John, do you love Me more than these [others do—with reasoning,
intentional, spiritual devotion, as one loves the Father]? He said to Him, Yes,
Lord, You know that I love You [that I have deep, instinctive, personal affection
for You, as for a close friend]. He said to him, Feed My lambs.
16 Again He said to him the second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me
[with reasoning, intentional, spiritual devotion, as one loves the Father]? He said
to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You [that I have a deep, instinctive,
personal affection for You, as for a close friend]. He said to him, Shepherd
(tend) My sheep.
17 He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me [with a
deep, instinctive, personal affection for Me, as for a close friend]? Peter was
grieved (was saddened and hurt) that He should ask him the third time, Do you
love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You know everything; You know that I love
You [that I have a deep, instinctive, personal affection for You, as for a close
friend]. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.”
1 Pet. 5:2 “2 Tend (nurture, guard, guide, and fold) the flock of God that is
[your responsibility], not by coercion or constraint, but willingly; not dishonorably
motivated by the advantages and profits [belonging to the office], but eagerly and
cheerfully;”
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Acts 7:20-21 “20 At this juncture Moses was born, and was exceedingly
beautiful in God’s sight. For three months he was nurtured in his father’s house;
21 Then when he was exposed [to perish], the daughter of Pharaoh rescued him
and took him and reared him as her own son.”
d) A Sling
In the physical: a leather instrument to launch
stones against wild beasts – to defend.
In the spiritual realm this is represented by our
prayer / intercession and proclamations of blessing.
Rev. 12:4 “4 His tail swept [across the sky] and dragged down a third of the
stars and flung them to the earth. And the dragon stationed himself in front of the
woman who was about to be delivered, so that he might devour her child as soon
as she brought it forth.”
Mal. 2:6 “6 The law of truth was in [Levi’s] mouth, and unrighteousness
was not found in his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness and
turned many away from iniquity.”
Num. 6:24-27 “24 The Lord bless you and watch, guard, and keep you;
25 The Lord make His face to shine upon and enlighten you and be gracious
(kind, merciful, and giving favor) to you;
26 The Lord lift up His [approving] countenance upon you and give you peace
(tranquility of heart and life continually).
27 And they shall put My name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.”

5. A bridegroom cherishes His Bride.
A bride that is nourished now needs to be “cherished”.
Eph. 5:29 “29 For no man ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and carefully protects and cherishes it, as Christ
does the church,”
This word encompasses the attribute of gentleness, of
caring through compassionate deeds, of looking after at
all times, to warm / brood over, to be of interest to the
bridegroom.
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1 Kings 1:2,4 “2 So his servants [the physicians] said to him, Let there be
sought for my lord the king a young virgin, and let her wait on and be useful to
the king; let her lie in your bosom, that my lord the king may get warm.
4 The maiden was beautiful; and she waited on and nursed him.”
1 Thess. 2:7 “7 But we behaved gently when we were among you, like a
devoted mother nursing and cherishing her own children.”
Only those who care for their own home will care for the Body.
2 Cor. 11:28 “28 And besides those things that are without, there is the daily
[inescapable pressure] of my care and a nxiety for all the churches!”
1 Tim. 3:5 “5 For if a man does not know how to rule his own household, how is
he to take care of the church of God?”
We must cast our cares on God:
1 Pet. 5:7 “7 Casting the whole of your care [all your anxieties, all your
worries, all your concerns, once and for all] on Him, for He cares for you
affectionately and cares about you watchfully.”
Only God cares for my soul:
Ps. 142:4 “4 Look on the right hand [the point of attack] and see; for there is no
man who knows me [to appear for me]. Refuge has failed me and I have no way
to flee; no man cares for my life or my welfare.”

6. The Bridegroom cleaves to the Bride.
The bridegroom who loves and has received a submitted
wife, washed her in the Word, presented her to God the
Father, has nourished her and cared for her, now cleaves /
joins with her with:
1. his body,
2. his flesh,
3. his bones:
Eph. 5:30-31 “30 Because we are members (parts) of His
body.
31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his
mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.”
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Gen. 2:24 “24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall
become united and cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”
The two (Adam and Eve) join to make the One New Man.
Matt. 19:5-6 “5 And said, For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and shall be united firmly (joined inseparably) to his wife, and the
two shall become one flesh?
6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has
joined together, let not man put asunder (separate).”
The bride receives life by “holding on”:
Deut. 4:4 “4 But you who clung fast to the Lord your God
are alive, every one of you, this day.”
Deut. 10:20 “20 You shall [reverently] fear the Lord y our
God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and by His
name and presence you shall swear.”
Ps. 119:25 “25 My earthly life cleaves to the dust; revive
and stimulate me according to Your word!”
It is only in unity that the Body is whole:
Eph. 4:16 “16 For because of Him the whole body (the church, in all its various
parts), closely joined and firmly knit together by the joints and ligaments with
which it is supplied, when each part [with power adapted to its need] is working
properly [in all its functions], grows to full maturity, building itself up in love.”
1 Cor. 12:12-13 “12 For just as the body is a unity and yet has many parts, and
all the parts, though many, form [only] one body , so it is with Christ (the
Messiah, the Anointed One).
13 For by [means of the personal agency of] one [Holy] Spirit we were all,
whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, baptized [and by baptism united
together] into one body, and all made to drink of one [Holy] Spirit.”
Jer. 13:11 “11 For as the girdle clings to the loins of a man, so I caused the
whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah to cling to Me, says the
Lord, that they might be for Me a people, a name, a praise, and a glory…”
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The Bride represents nations who hold fast.
Zech. 2:11 “11 And many nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that
day and shall be My people. And I will dwell in the midst of you, and you shall
know (recognize and understand) that the Lord of hosts has sent me [His
messenger] to you.”
1 Cor. 1:12 “12 What I mean is this, that each one of you [either] says, I belong
to Paul, or I belong to Apollos, or I belong to Cephas (Peter), or I belong to
Christ.”
1 Cor. 6:17 “17 But the person who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit
with Him.”
Only in unity can the Bride / Bridegroom bless one another
Rom. 12:4-8 “4 For as in one physical body we have many parts (organs,
members) and all of these parts do not have the same function or use,
5 So we, numerous as we are, are one body in Christ (the Messiah) and
individually we are parts one of another [mutually dependent on one another].
6 Having gifts (faculties, talents, qualities) that differ according to the grace given
us, let us use them: [He whose gift is] prophecy, [let him prophesy] according to
the proportion of his faith;
7 [He whose gift is] practical service, let him give himself to serving; he who
teaches, to his teaching;
8 He who exhorts (encourages), to his exhortation; he who contributes, let him do
it in simplicity and liberality; he who gives aid and superintends, with zeal and
singleness of mind; he who does acts of mercy, with genuine cheerfulness and
joyful eagerness.”
God has the desire to breathe life into old, dry bones:
Ezek. 37:1-11 “1 THE HAND of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out
in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full
of bones.
2 And He caused me to pass round about among them, and behold, there were
very many [human bones] in the open valley or plain, and behold, they were very
dry.
3 And He said to me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord
God, You know!
4 Again He said to me, Prophesy to these bones and say to them, O you dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord.
5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath and spirit
to enter you, and you shall live;
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6 And I will lay sinews upon you and bring up flesh upon you and cover you with
skin, and I will put breath and spirit in you, and you [dry bones] shall live; and you
shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who
calls forth loyalty and obedient service].
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a
[thundering] noise and behold, a shaking and trembling and a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone.
8 And I looked and behold, there were sinews upon [the bones] and flesh came
upon them and skin covered them over, but there was no breath or spirit in them.
9 Then said He to me, Prophesy to the breath and spirit, son of man, and say
to the breath and spirit, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O
breath and spirit, and breathe upon these slain that they may live .
10 So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath and spirit came into
[the bones], and they lived and stood up upon their feet, an exceedingly great
host.
11 Then He said to me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
Behold, they say, Our bones are dried up and our hope is lost; we are completely
cut off.”
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PART VI:
A GODLY MARRIAGE IMPACTS THE COMMUNITY:
A marriage in the physical realm between a man and his wife which directly
parallels the union between Jahshua (Jesus) and His Bride will have an impact
on the community.
Community
Whole Armour

Integrity

Gifts

Children / Servants
Disciples

MARRIAGE

Wisdom

Unity

Love

Light

We have been brought near to Israel and the Torah
Eph. 2:11-13 “11 Therefore, remember that at one time you were Gentiles
(heathens) in the flesh, called Uncircumcision by those who called themselves
Circumcision, [itself a mere mark] in the flesh made by human hands.
12 [Remember] that you were at that time separated (living apart) from Christ
[excluded from all part in Him], utterly estranged and outlawed from the rights of
Israel as a nation, and strangers with no share in the sacred compacts of the
[Messianic] promise [with no knowledge of or right in God’s agreements, His
covenants]. And you had no hope (no promise); you were in the world without
God.
13 But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were [so] far away, through (by, in)
the blood of Christ have been brought near.”
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Eph. 3:6 “6 [It is this:] that the Gentiles are now to be fellow heirs [with the
Jews], members of the same body and joint partakers [sharing] in the same
divine promise in Christ through [their acceptance of] the glad tidings (the
Gospel).”
Because we are included in this covenant, we must live in obedience to the
commandments of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. This first
commandment is to cleave to my wife and bring forth the fruit of such a Godly
marriage.
a) Walking in unity
Eph. 4:1-6 “1 I THEREFORE, the prisoner for
the Lord, appeal to and beg you to walk (lead a
life) worthy of the [divine] calling to which
you have been called [with behavior that is a
credit to the summons to God’s service,
2 Living as becomes you] with complete lowliness
of mind (humility) and meekness (unselfishness,
gentleness, mildness), with patience, bearing with one
another and making allowances because you love one another.
3 Be eager and strive earnestly to guard and keep the harmony and oneness of
[and produced by] the Spirit in the binding power of peace.
4 [There is] one body and one Spirit—just as there is also one hope [that
belongs] to the calling you received—
5 [There is] one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 One God and Father of [us] all, Who is above all [Sovereign over all], pervading
all and [living] in [us] all.”
b) Use our spiritual gifts to the benefit of all .
Eph. 4:13 “13 [That it might develop] until we all attain oneness in the faith
and in the comprehension of the [full and accurate] knowledge of the Son of God,
that [we might arrive] at really mature manhood (the completeness of
personality which is nothing less than the standard height of Christ’s own
perfection), the measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ and the
completeness found in Him .”
c) Keep the Commandments / doing good deeds / “mitzah”
Eph. 4:30-32 “30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God [do not offend or vex
or sadden Him], by Whom you were sealed (marked, branded as God’s own,
secured) for the day of redemption (of final deliverance through Christ from evil
and the consequences of sin).
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31 Let all bitterness and indignation and wrath (passion, rage, bad temper) and
resentment (anger, animosity) and quarreling (brawling, clamor, contention) and
slander (evil-speaking, abusive or blasphemous language) be banished from
you, with all malice (spite, ill will, or baseness of any kind).
32 And become useful and helpful and kind to one another, tenderhearted
(compassionate, understanding, loving-hearted), forgiving one another
[readily and freely], as God in Christ forgave you.”
d) Show love
Eph. 5:1-2 “1 THEREFORE BE imitators of God [copy Him and follow His
example], as well-beloved children [imitate their father].
2 And walk in love, [esteeming and delighting in one another] as Christ loved us
and gave Himself up for us, a slain offering and sacrifice to God [for you, so that
it became] a sweet fragrance.”
e) Reflect the Light of God’s Word / Menorah
Eph. 5:8-10 “8 For once you were darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord; walk as children
of Light [lead the lives of those native-born to the
Light].
9 For the fruit (the effect, the product) of the
Light or the Spirit [consists] in every form of
kindly goodness, uprightness of heart, and
trueness of life.
10 And try to learn [in your experience] what is
pleasing to the Lord [let your lives be constant
proofs of what is most acceptable to Him].”
f) Give wise counseling
Eph. 5:15-17 “15 Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and
worthily and accurately, not as the unwi se and witless, but as wise (sensible,
intelligent people),
16 Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the
days are evil.
17 Therefore do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but understanding
and firmly grasping what th e will of the Lord is.”
g) Raise Godly disciples, physical and spiritual sons and daughters.
Eph. 6:4 “4 Fathers, do not irritate and provoke your children to anger [do not
exasperate them to resentment], but rear them [tenderly] in the training and
discipline and the counsel and admonition of the Lord.”
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Eph. 6:7-8 “7 Rendering service readily with goodwill, as to the Lord and not to
men,
8 Knowing that for whatever good anyone does, he will receive his reward from
the Lord, whether he is slave or free.”
h) Be permanently prepared to stand in God’s Army.
Eph. 6:10-11 “10 In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [be empowered through
your union with Him]; draw your strength from Him [that strength which His
boundless might provides].
11 Put on God’s whole armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier which God
supplies], that you may be able successfully to stand up against [all] the
strategies and the deceits of the devil.”
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PART VII:
POUR OUT ALL PAGAN / GRECO-ROMAN MINDSETS
We need to identify the wrong teaching, principles, ideas which have come from
pagan sources and the Greco-Roman mindset.
We need to take a stand and:
- renounce our participation in these rituals and feasts (Valentine’s day,
Easter, Christmas, Halloween, etc .)
- renounce our confession / proclamation of these principles
We need to take a stand to declare God’s principles and His blessings to the
Body of believers. We need to take up our discipleship role to role-model the
Hebraic way of life.

Pour Hebrew
Mindset into
our hearts.

Pour Pagan / Greco /
Roman Mindset out
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Get rid of:
- ungodly “bulls parties” and unclean “kitchen tea” parties that degrade,
shame, and defile the bridegroom and bride.
- The Wedding march (written by a Freemason)
- the throwing of the garter and flowers and other superstitious rituals
(“something old, something ne w, something borrowed, something blue”)
and “good luck” symbols (horse shoes, etc)
- wedding fruit cake and cutting of the cake together (worship of the
goddess of Fruitfulness)
- throwing of rice (worship of the goddess of Fruitfulness)
- the “under the belt” songs, jokes
- music which reflects a worldly view.
For more info: http://www.weddings.co.uk
(We want to advise you to please do proper research on every form of symbolism
or ritual that you will perform on your wedding day as this is very powerful in the
spirit and will form the very foundation stones upon which you will build your
marriage.)
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PART VIII:
MARRIAGE SYMBOLS IN THE BIBLE:
Hashem/God fills the pages of the Torah / Bible with symbols. Symbols are a
means for man to visualize / conceptualize the spiritual realm.
Some examples of symbolism which God has used are:
1. The Menorah – represents the Light of the World – the 24 hours a day,
365 days a year glow of God’s Glory.
2. Tallit / Prayer Shawl – represent the Covering of the Holy Spirit
The symbol which God has chosen to represent the marriage and the love that it
reflects is:
The Dove.

God’s principle (1 Cor. 15:46) namely that we need to give expression to the
domain in the physical first, before its spiritual equivalent will materialize in the
spiritual domain is also applicable here:
Characteristics of the Dove:
-

lives a monogamist faithful life
both the parents will incubate the eggs
both parents will guard the nest
it has no gall – it eats only “pure” things
it likes to kiss
it flies in flocks (i.e. the dove has a community-mentality).
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Spiritual Application:
The Dove is capable of living on earth, but can also dwell in the skies / heavens
as well. This corresponds with man whose body is fixed to this earth but whose
spirit soars with the angels in the heavenlies. My body may come from the
earth and will return to the earth, but my spirit man will soar and will rule in the
New Jerusalem.
We will analyze the attributes and lifestyle of the dove in line with the
Hebraic principles set out for a Godly marriage.
Submission:
The dove by nature has a gentle spirit. The dove speaks and acts in peace.
Listen to them cooing on a bright spring day; see how they come back to the
same place under the awning to breed the next set of chicks.
The Dove can only come to rest, stay, breed at a place where they experience
safety; where they will not be frightened away.
The Dove came to sit on Jahshua (Jesus):
Matt. 3:16 “16 And when Jesus was baptized, He went up
at once out of the water; and behold, the heavens were
opened, and he [John] saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting on Him.”
Mark 1:10 “10 And when He came up out of the water, at
once he [John] saw the heavens torn open and the [Holy]
Spirit like a dove coming down [to enter] into Him.”
The Dove sat on Jahshua (Jesus) because He had a meek and humble spirit.
Jahshua (Jesus) was submitted to the will of the Father.
John 5:19 “19 So Jesus answered them by saying, I assure you, most solemnly
I tell you, the Son is able to do nothing of Himself (of His own accord); but He is
able to do only what He sees the Father doing, for whatever the Father does
is what the Son does in the same way [in His turn].”
Luke 3:22 “22 And the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a
dove, and a voice came from heaven, saying, You are My Son, My Beloved! In
You I am well pleased and find delight!”
The Dove can only stay where the Spirit of the Lamb prevails – humility,
submission, self-surrender – where the fruit of the Holy Spirit manifests.
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Nourish
a) The Dove was the symbol or the only sacrificial offer a poor man could give.
The Dove is a clean and pure animal under Mosaic Law.
Gen. 15:9 “9 And He said to him, Bring to Me a heifer three years old, a shegoat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”
Lev. 5:7 “7 But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring for his guilt offering
to the Lord two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a sin offering and the
other for a burnt offering.”
Luke 2:24 “24 And [they came also] to offer a sacrifice according to what is said
in the Law of the Lord: a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
When the sacrifice of Jahshua (Jesus) was made, the body, soul and spirit of
man was redeemed from the curse of the law of sin – in this way our very
existence is guaranteed. In the same manner the man must be prepared to
sacrifice things of this world for his family.
b) The Dove builds a home, a place of safety, a place where it can always return
to find rest. A home is a place where a wall of prayer and protection has been
built around me.
Song of Solomon 2: 14 “14 [So I went with him, and when we were climbing
the rocky steps up the hillside, my beloved shepherd said to me] O my dove,
[while you are here] in the seclusion of the clefts in the solid rock, in the
sheltered and secret place of the cliff , let me see your face, let me hear your
voice; for your voice is sweet, and y our face is lovely.”
c) The Dove has an incredible homing instinct. It always knows what direction
it needs to take to get home. Not only is this a sign of blessing, but it is a
beacon of strength shown by the bridegroom to his wife and family that they
can have the security of knowing that he hears the Voice of the Lord and will
protect them.
The husband, like the dove, will always come back home and not “fly” off to
another woman.
This attribute also carries over the concept that the Dove is a bearer of good
tidings.
Gen. 8: 9,11 “9 But the dove found no resting-place on which to roost, and she
returned to him to the ark, for the waters were [yet] on the face of the whole land.
So he put forth his hand and drew her to him into the ark.
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11 And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth
was a newly sprouted and freshly plucked olive leaf! So Noah knew that the
waters had subsided from the land.”
d) The dove also carries the attribute of Kingship . Just as the Dove settled on
Jahshua (Jesus) to indicate the Father’s blessing, so too we see that the
bridegroom will be leading his family in gentleness.
Matt. 3:16-17 “16 And when Jesus was baptized, He went up at once out of the
water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he [John] saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and alighting on Him.
17 And behold, a voice from heaven said, This is My Son, My Beloved, in
Whom I delight!”
Ps. 68:13 “13 Though you [the slackers] may lie among the sheepfolds [in
slothful ease, yet for Israel] the wings of a dove are covered with silver, its
pinions excessively green with gold [are trophies taken from the enemy].”
e) The Dove carries the mantle of leadership . Just as the dove was prepared to
be sent o n a mission – to find safety for all, so too the bridegroom will go forth to
find the resources needed for his wife / family.
Gen. 8:8-12 “8 Then he sent forth a dove to see if the waters had decreased
from the surface of the ground.
9 But the dove found no resting-place on which to roost, and she returned to him
to the ark, for the waters were [yet] on the face of the whole land. So he put forth
his hand and drew her to him into the ark.
10 He waited another seven days and again sent forth the dove out of the ark.
11 And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was
a newly sprouted and freshly plucked olive leaf! So Noah knew that the
waters had subsided from the land.
12 Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, but she did not
return to him any more.”
f) The Dove is a symbol of liberty and freedom. The dove can fly above every
cloud and away from negative circumstance that will harm him. Just as the dove
flies, so too the bridegroom has the responsibility to ensure that his bride’s
spirit is free from oppression and attack from the kingdom of darkness. He
needs to ensure that his bride’s spirit is connected to the Father’s Heart at all
times.
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Cherish
The attribute which the bridegroom must show of caring and looking after, is
represented by the Dove in the following ways:
§ The Dove is a “family man”, he flies in a flock, they are part of a
community, and they both take care of the babies. This attribute of
making sure that “others” are cared for and supported, is an integral
function of the bridegroom.
§ The Dove is seen as a symbol of martyrdom. When the Saints are
persecuted and killed, the dove is present, there seems to be a sense
that God’s peace is available. The bridegroom must be prepared to give
all for his wife – just as Jahshua (Jesus) did for the Body of Christ.
§ The Dove has no gall – it only eats pure, clean food. The bridegroom
must be someone who does not harbour bitterness – he should be
someone who is a peace-maker.
§ The Dove laments / moans – it cannot sing. The Hebrew word for Dove
is “Jonah” and means “to moan”. The bridegroom should be a man who
covers his family with intercession and prayer.
Is. 38:14 “14 Like a twittering swallow or a crane, so do I chirp and chatter; I
moan like a dove. My eyes are weary and dim with looking upward. O Lord, I
am oppressed; take my side and be my security [as of a debtor being sent to
prison].”
Isaiah 59:11 “11 We all groan and growl like bears and moan plaintively like
doves. We look for justice , but there is none; for salvation, but it is far from us.”
Isaiah 60:8 “8 Who are these who fly like a cloud, and like doves to their
windows?”
Ezek. 7:16 “16 But those of them that escape shall escape, but shall be on the
mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them moaning, every one in his
iniquity’s [punishment].”
Nah. 2:7 “7 It is decreed. She [Nineveh] is stripped and removed, and her maids
are lamenting and moaning like doves [softly for fear], beating upon their
breasts [and hearts].”
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Wash / Mikvah in the Torah
Jahshua (Jesus) says “be innocent” like the Dove.
Matt. 10:16 “16 Behold, I am sending you out like sheep in the midst of wolves;
be wary and wise as serpents, and be innocent (harmless, guileless, and
without falsity) as doves.”
This attribute of honesty, integrity and truth is the foundation of a Hebraic
lifestyle, and is a seal on our lives.
2 Cor. 1:22 “22 [He has also appropriated and acknowledged us as His by]
putting His seal upon us and giving us His [Holy] Spirit in our hearts as the
security deposit and guarantee [of the fulfillment of His promise].”
The Dove is compared to the Holy Spirit.
We see that we need to have the Holy Spirit lead us through this life’s trials and
tribulations. The Cloud of Glory covering the tabernacle is also reflected in the
Glory coming down on Jahshua (Jesus) in the River Jordan.
The Dove’s attributes of innocence, love, purity, meekness and simplicity are
reflections of the fruit of the Spirit.
Gal. 5:22-23 “22 But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence
within accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an even temper,
forbearance), kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness,
23 Gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, continence).
Against such things there is no law [that can bring a charge].”
To Cleave
The Torah, in many scriptures, refle cts the attribute of love, words of
endearment, commitment, as a parallel to the Dove. Words of love between the
Bridegroom and the Bride of Christ are:
Song of Songs 1:15 “15 Behold, you are beautiful, my love! Behold, you are
beautiful! You have doves’ eyes.”
Song of Solomon 2:14 “14 [So I went with him, and when we were climbing the
rocky steps up the hillside, my beloved shepherd said to me] O my dove, [while
you are here] in the seclusion of the clefts in the solid rock, in the sheltered and
secret place of the cliff, let me see your face, let me hear your voice; for your
voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.”
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Song of Solomon 5:2 “2 I went to sleep, but my heart stayed awake. [I dreamed
that I heard] the voice of my beloved as he knocked [at the door of my
mother’s cottage]. Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my spotless one
[he said], for I am wet with the [heavy] night dew; my hair is covered with it.”
Song of Solomon 6:9 “9 But my dove, my undefiled and perfect one, stands
alone [above them all]; she is the only one of her mother, she is the choice
one of her who bore her. The daughters saw her and called her blessed and
happy , yes, the queens and the concubines, and they praised her.”
Song of Solomon 4:11 “11 Your lips, O my [promised] bride, drop honey as the
honeycomb; honey and milk are under your tongue. And the odor of your
garments is like the odor of Lebanon.”
The Dove is a bird which is calm and peaceful – at rest.
Ps. 55:6 “6 And I say, Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be
at rest.”

Final Thought
We see that the Holy Spirit – in the form of a Dove – came to sit on Jahshua
(Jesus).
With this Spirit, He gently came to teach us, to cover us, to breathe life over us
with the flutter of His wings.
All too soon this dove was nailed to a tree, the white turned to red as the
Blood flowed for your and my sins. In that act of final atonement, He gave us a
unique opportunity to choose to be the Bride of Jahshua (Jesus Christ).
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PART VIIII:
ARE YOU A BRIDGE-BUILDER?
The world needs to see Godly marriages operating in the face of real life
circumstances.
God declares that Israel will be His Bride and that she will declare her
commitment to Him.
Hos. 2:16 “16 And it shall be in that day, says the Lord, that you will call Me
Ishi [my Husband], and you shall no more call Me Baali [my Baal].”
God promises to marry Israel and keep her in all faithfulness.
Hos. 2:19-20 “19 And I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to
Me in righteousness and justice , in steadfast love, and in mercy.
20 I will even betroth you to Me in stability and in faithfulness, and you shall
know (recognize, be acquainted with, appreciate, give heed to, and cherish) the
Lord.”
Notwithstanding all of Israel’s choices to turn from this path of faithfulness, God
nevertheless promises to restore the Bride.
Ezek. 37:4-14, 19 “4 Again He said to me, Prophesy to these bones and say
to them, O you dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.
5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath and spirit
to enter you, and you shall live ;
6 And I will lay sinews upon you and bring up flesh upon you and cover you with
skin, and I will put breath and spirit in you, and you [dry bones] shall live; and
you shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler,
Who calls forth loyalty and obedient service].
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a
[thundering] noise and behold, a shaking and trembling and a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone.
8 And I looked and behold, there were sinews upon [the bones] and flesh came
upon them and skin covered them over, but there was no breath or spirit in them.
9 Then said He to me, Prophesy to the breath and spirit, son of man, and say to
the breath and spirit, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O
breath and spirit, and breathe upon these slain that they may live.
10 So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath and spirit came into
[the bones], and they lived and stood up upon their feet, an exceedingly great
host.
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11 Then He said to me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Behold, they say, Our bones are dried up and our hope is lost; we are
completely cut off.
12 Therefore prophesy and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will
open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, O My people;
and I will bring you [back home] to the land of Israel.
13 And you shall know that I am the Lord [your Sovereign Ruler], when I have
opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, O My
people.
14 And I shall put My Spirit in you and you shall live, and I shall place you in
your own land. Then you shall know, understand, and realize that I the Lord have
spoken it and performed it, says the Lord.
19 Say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph—
which is in the hand of Ephraim—and the tribes of Israel his associates, and will
join with it the stick of Judah and make them one stick, and they shall be one in
My hand.”
Not only does God restore Israel as His Bride to her former glory, He promises
that she will experience the blessing of His covenantal promises:
Zech. 14:16, 20-21 “16 And everyone who is left of all the nations which came
against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the
Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths.
20 In that day there shall be [written] upon the [little] bells on the horses, holy to
the lord, and the pots in the Lord’s house shall be holy to the Lord like the bowls
before the altar.
21 Yes, every pot in all the houses of Jerusalem and in Judah shall be dedicated
and holy to the Lord of hosts, and all who sacrifice may come and take of them
and boil their sacrifices in them [and traders in such wares will no longer be seen
at the temple]. And in that day there shall be no more a Canaanite [that is, any
godless or unclean person, whether Jew or Gentile] in the house of the Lord of
hosts.”
Rev. 21:22-27 “22 I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Omnipotent
[Himself] and the Lamb [Himself] are its temple.
23 And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon to give light to it, for the
splendor and radiance (glory) of God illuminate it, and the Lamb is its lamp.
24 The nations shall walk by its light and the rulers and leaders of the earth shall
bring into it their glory.
25 And its gates shall never be closed by day, and there shall be no night there.
26 They shall bring the glory (the splendor and majesty) and the honor of the
nations into it.
27 But nothing that defiles or profanes or is unwashed shall ever enter it,
nor anyone who commits abominations (unclean, detestable, morally repugnant
things) or practices falsehood, but only those whose names are recorded in the
Lamb’s Book of Life.”
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Rev. 22:14 “14 Blessed (happy and to be envied) are those who cleanse their
garments, that they may have the authority a nd right to [approach] the tree of life
and to enter through the gates into the city.”
We see the principle that every believer forms a part of the E nd Time Temple.
We who believe in Jahshua (Jesus) are Living Stones, we are parts of the
temple of the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
The Bride of Jahshua (Jesus) is waiting for the laying of the last living stone to
complete the temple of the Body of Jahshua so that we can expect the
Bridegroom – Jahshua (Jesus) – to come to fetch us.
Each marriage ceremony, where a man and woman becomes one complete
living stone, builds on the ruins of the old physical temple of the Old
Testament, and by faith and commitment to God’s principles, are busy
completing and filling the gaps in the New Temple made up of living stones.
Soon Jahshua (Jesus) will return!
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Each new, Godly family is unfolding God’s plan for mankind – God’s vision for
this world is being rebuilt, new directions are given and destiny and purpose are
declared into the Heavenlies.
As the couple dance, God’s Eyes light up because another layer of Living Stones
completes the picture!!
Make your marriage COUNT!!
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PART X:
A PRACTICAL LAYOUT OF A HEBRAIC MARRIAGE CEREMONY
1. The Invitation – God unites you to be a part of His family
On the day whe n you make a decision to accept Jahshua as your personal
Saviour and become an Israelite – a descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
you receive an invitation. That invitation calls for you to make a choice, more
than salvation / being reborn – a lifestyle of full time commitment to the God of
Israel.

Only a pure spotless Israelite will be a part of the Bride. Make the choice to
ready yourself for His return.
Matt. 22:14 “14 For many are called (invited and summoned), but few are
chosen.”
1 John 4:19 “19 We love Him, because He first loved us.”
John 15:16 “16 You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and I have
appointed you [I have planted you], that you might go and bear fruit and keep on
bearing, and that your fruit may be lasting [that it may remain, abide], so that
whatever you ask the Father in My Name [as presenting all that I AM], He may
give it to you.”
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In the same manner you will receive an invitation to attend a wedding. The
couple is telling you “watch us, we are representing God’s Kingdom on this
earth.” At the same time the invitation should cause you to reflect on your own
personal state of affair in relation to God.
What will you wear to the wedding ceremony?
The Guests
We see the attendance at a wedding ceremony as an opportunity to meet family,
old friends, to enjoy ourselves and very importantly: to dress up! Most ladies
will buy a new dress, men at least a new tie, and the children will also have to
look spic and span.
The Bride
Preparing the bride for the BIG day is as important as the wedding day itself. All
the hours of shopping and looking for the right thing – from the smallest detail to
even the underwear for the honeymoon – everything is very special and very
important.
All of this points prophetically towards us as the Bride of Christ preparing
ourselves for His return and our BIG wedding day with Him! Do not minimize all
the fuss and see it as “a waste of time and money” – ENJOY every minute and
do everything as a prophetic action – just the BEST will do!!
Just as we prepare for this wedding on earth, so too we should be measuring our
lifestyle against the plumbline of God’s invitation to you and me to attend the
wedding of His Son, Jahshua (Jesus).
Are you really ready for this day? Do you have the “right”
clothes for the occasion? Do you have a robe of
righteousness and the breastplate of a holy priest?
Rev. 3:4-5 “4 Yet you still have a few [persons’] names in
Sardis who have not soiled their clothes, and they shall
walk with Me in white, because they are worthy and
deserving.
5 Thus shall he who conquers (is victorious) be clad in
white garments, and I will not erase or blot out his
name from the Book of Life ; I will acknowledge him [as
Mine] and I will confess his name openly before My Father
and before His angels.”
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Remember – the Torah / Word tells us that:
1) Some people receive the invitation but are too busy to attend:
Matt. 22:4-6 “4 Again he sent other servants, saying, Tell those who are invited,
Behold, I have prepared my banquet; my bullocks and my fat calves are killed,
and everything is prepared; come to the wedding feast.
5 But they were not concerned and paid no attention [they ignored and made
light of the summons, treating it with contempt] and they went away—one to his
farm, another to his business,
6 While the others seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and put them to
death.”
2) Some people receive the invitation and arrive but are not wearing the
“wedding dress”
Matt. 22:11-14 “11 But when the king came in to view the guests, he looked
intently at a man there who had on no wedding garment.
12 And he said, Friend, how did you come in here without putting on the
[appropriate] wedding garment? And he was speechless (muzzled, gagged).
13 Then the king said to the attendants, Tie him hand and foot, and throw him
into the darkness outside; there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.
14 For many are called (invited and summoned), but few are chosen.”
Luke 14:15-24 “15 When one of those who reclined [at the table] with Him heard
this, he said to Him, Blessed (happy, fortunate, and to be envied) is he who shall
eat bread in the kingdom of God!
16 But Jesus said to him, A man was once giving a great supper and invited
many;
17 And at the hour for the supper he sent his servant to say to those who had
been invited, Come, for all is now ready.
18 But they all alike began to make excuses and to beg off. The first said to him,
I have bought a piece of land, and I have to go out and see it; I beg you, have me
excused.
19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to examine
and put my approval on them; I beg you, have me excused.
20 And another said, I have married a wife, and because of this I am unable to
come.
21 So th e servant came and reported these [answers] to his master. Then the
master of the house said in wrath to his servant, Go quickly into the great streets
and the small streets of the city and bring in here the poor and the disabled and
the blind and the lame.
22 And the servant [returning] said, Sir, what you have commanded me to do has
been done, and yet there is room.
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23 Then the master said to the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges
and urge and constrain [them] to yield and come in, so that my house may be
filled.
24 For I tell you, not one of those who were invited shall taste my supper.”
We are discussing the importance that God places on the wedding. From this
passage it seems that three groups of people were to receive spiritual
invitations. It seems that God has a purpose for His people – the Israelites /
Body of Christ.
1) The man who buys a piece of ground:
18 But they all alike began to make excuses and to beg off. The first said to him,
I have bought a piece of land, and I have to go out and see it; I beg you, have me
excused.
God wants us to take ownership / to take dominion over the land / place where
we live. It is only when we have taken possession of a land – both physically but
also spiritually that we can claim a right to sta y here.
This function of taking possession of the land is compared to the taking of
Canaan. We have a purpose to “recreate” the Garden of Eden here on earth.
Believers who have this anointing to be the Joshuas / Calebs of the world often
lose sight of the greater good and become hoarders of the possession. God
wants u to be stewards of his property.
The Body of Christ should be taking back the land, reversing the curse of the
years of abuse and releasing the blessing of provision.
2) The man who has five yoke of oxen and who ploughs his land:
19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to examine
and put my approval on them; I beg you, have me excused.
God instituted the Aaronic priesthood – Aaron and his four sons – so that they
could watch and discern the times of God’s movement – they were the original
five-fold ministry.
In the New Testament we find that Paul verifies this function of equipping,
training and empowering the Body of Christ so that the y can make disciples.
This verse tells us that God is looking for people who have been blessed with the
anointing of the five-fold ministry (five oxen) and also who have ploughed the
field (the unsaved world) to enlarge His Kingdom, to be at His reception.
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All too often we find that God’s work / purpose is high-jacked and the result is
“my ministry / my calling / my church”.
In the pursuit of individual power we often no longer find time for God’s agenda.
3) the man who was married.
20 And another said, I have married a wife, and because of this I am unable to
come.
God has a spiritual plan for the marriage. A Godly marriage will reveal the loving
/ tender care of the bridegroom. The relationship will show how the bride gives
everything to please the bridegroom. The parallel of Jahshua / Body of Christ
and the man and his wife will be a reflection of God’s commitment, love / integrity
– of the importance of relationship.
All too often the couple focuses on their own needs / feelings – their own desire
to satisfy each other with little thought for the community.
Often the man and wife create a place of conflict / war / destruction and in the
process focus on extracting revenge on their partner.
In this manner we fail to prepare ourselves for the invitation to the marriage
ceremony.
God wants the Body of Christ to be filled with servant leaders, possessors of
land, believers who use their talents / anointing to impact the community and
couples to reflect God’s love an commitment.
The parable teaches us that many of us fail in God’s plan for our lives, and so His
reception will be filled with those believers who are broken / without full victory.

2. Invitation into Manhood (Bar Barakah)
Every father has a job to do – to take his son and teach him the ways of God.
He has to train him in the detail of how he will court and love his wife. The
celebration where the young boy is “transferred” from youth to adulthood is called
the Bar Barakah1.

1

For more details on this very important celebration see Book: Initiation into Adulthood and
Understanding the Spiritual side of your Sexuality available from Kanaan Ministries.
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When the young man reaches the season to be married, his skills in
relationship building should be strong. No father should stand before the
family and friends and “give” his son into a marriage relationship if he knows
that he has not taken up God’s commandment to prepare his son as a
bridegroom.
We know that Jahshua (Jesus) does what the Fathers says, He will be a faithful
Groom, His promises are “yea and amen”.
Fathers what have you done?
All too often we exchange this Godly calling and unique opportunity to release
the young man into manhood with a wild party of drinking, dancing, etc. and with
all that the world has to offer. In South Africa this happens at the age of 21. At
that age it’s too late!
Learning from the Hebrews:
Every young Hebrew boy has to go through a process of growing up. This will
include:
o school – the basics of reading, writing, etc;
o the yeshiva – a thorough knowledge of the Torah / Word of God;
o a system of moral / ethical values where the father will initiate his son into
the requests of manhood.
At the age of 13, he will be recognized by the men as an equal, he will be
required to take responsibility for his own spiritual choices in life.
This training / role -modeling will also set the standard by which he will court and
set out to find, marry and treat his wife.
Prov. 2:1-5 “1 MY SON, if you will receive my words and treasure up my
commandments within you,
2 Making your ear attentive to skillful and godly Wisdom and inclining and
directing your heart and mind to understanding [applying all your powers to the
quest for it];
3 Yes, if you cry out for insight and raise your voice for understanding,
4 If you seek [Wisdom] as for silver and search for skillful and godly Wisdom as
for hidden treasures,
5 Then you will understand the reverent and worshipful fear of the Lord and find
the knowledge of [our omniscient] God.”
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3. The Guests are God’s Witnesses
When Jahshua (Jesus) was on the Mount of Transfiguration, God sent two
witnesses to speak to Him, to encourage Him for the part through the
crucification until the resurrection.
Equally, John tells us in Revelation that God will send two witnesses to tell the
remnant that they will be the martyred saints of the End Time Church.
Rev. 11:3 “3 And I will grant the power of prophecy to My two witnesses for
1,260 (42 months; three and one-half years), dressed in sackcloth.”
As guests to the wedding, you have an awesome responsibility. You are not
there merely to have a good time, but to make a commitment to be a witness, to
agree that you will be there in deed and prayer to ensure that the marriage sta ys
on track and is successful.

4. Wedding rings and scarlet thread
Before the guests arrive, the wedding rings are bound
together with a long red thread and placed on a pillow
together with a pair of scissors at the chuppah. Upon
arriving each guest cuts off a piece of the red thread
and ties it around their wrist.
Symbolism: The colour red in the Bible speaks
of Blood and specifically the Blood of the
Covenant. The red thread around the rings
symbolizes the fact that marriage is a covenant.
The rings that the couple will wear serve as a sign of the covenant between
them. For us, we who believe in Jesus, it is also an acknowledgement of the
Blood of Jesus and our Covenant with Him. It testifies of the Lord’s involvement
in bringing the couple together and their complete reliance on Him to sustain the
marriage and keep them together.
As the guests tie the red thread around their wrist, they are in fact declaring that
they are witnesses of the covenant that is about to be formed. This makes them
accountable to God to support the marriage.
Custom is that you should keep the thread around your arm until it falls off and
everytime you look at it, you must pray for the couple.
Just as we are witnesses to the Covenantal Promise that is made and the proof
in the form of the Ketubah, so too we witness that Jahshua (Jesus) is Ha
Mashiach.
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Deut. 19:15 “15 One witness shall not prevail against a man for any crime or
any wrong in connection with any sin he commits; only on the testimony of two
or three witnesses shall a charge be established.”
The first year of marriage is of great significance for Hashem. He wants the
couple to really get to know each other and to build a solid foundation.
As a witness you have a responsibility to ensure that this timing is in fact
recognized and understood by the couple.
For a while, the couple should put plans, ambitions, and worldly goals aside to
ensure that their unity is fulfilled.
The first year of marriage is so important to God that He says that:
When a man has taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war or be charged with
business. He shall be free at home for one year and bring happiness to his wife.
Deut. 20:5-8 “5 And the officers shall speak to the people, saying, What man is
there who has built a ne w house and has not dedicated it? Let him return to his
house, lest he die in the battle and another man dedicate it.
6 And what man has planted a vineyard and has not used the fruit of it? Let him
also return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man use the fruit of
it.
7 And what man has betrothed a wife and has not taken her? Let him return to
his house, lest he die in the battle and another man take her.
8 And the officers shall speak further to the people, and say, What man is fearful
and fainthearted? Let him return to his house, lest [because of him] his brethren’s
[minds and] hearts faint as does his own.”

5. The Chuppah
The Chuppah is a linen canopy with four poles at the
corners that are held by four men. During the
wedding ceremony the couple stands under the
chuppah.
Only those who have stood under the Chuppah can
stand with God under the booth / tabernacle.
Is. 4:5 “5 And the Lord will create over the whole site,
over every dwelling place of Mount Zion and over her
assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the
shining of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory
shall be a canopy (a defense of divine love and
protection).”
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Is. 43:7 “7 Even everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created for
My glory, whom I have formed, whom I have made.”
The family will choose four close men friends to hold each one of the poles – a
sign of commitment from the community as well as a sign of the declaration by
the couple that their home will reflect God’s character.
The Meaning of the Poles are:
•
•
•
•

Abraham – represents the attribute of (1) FAITH in God a nd God’s
appointed time for my life represents – (2) goodness and hospitality – the
house will always be open.
Moses – represents HOLINESS – Moses is the one who received the Ten
Commandments and who God instructs to “be holy as I am Holy” Heb.
12:14.
Peter – represents BOLDNESS – He is the disciple who was able to
minister in all boldness (Acts 4:19-20)
Paul – represents HUMILITY – He starts off as a proud man and ends up
as God’s greatest servant – the least of all men – 1 Cor. 15:9

Symbolism: The chuppah represents the new home of the married couple. It is
open on all four sides and this serves as an indication of the couple’s
commitment to hospitality and having an open home where all is welcome.
Spiritual Significance for the Believer
As we stand and watch the couple, we see the young man standing and waiting
for his bride. She comes towards him wearing a veil .
We too have stood at the Cross to make a decision – will we follow Jahshua
(Jesus). He gave all to make sure that the veil in the Holy of Holies was torn.
Only when this veil is taken away can we see clearly who God is.
How close are you to the Cross? Is the veil that covered your spirit man
torn? Can God see all the way inside? Are you holding onto Jahshua (Jesus)?
Heb. 6:19-20 “19 [Now] we have this [hope] as a sure and steadfast anchor of
the soul [it cannot slip and it cannot break down under whoever steps out upon
it—a hope] that reaches farther and enters into [the very certainty of the
Presence] within the veil,
20 Where Jesus has entered in for us [in advance], a Forerunner having become
a High Priest forever after the order (with the rank) of Melchizedek.”
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The prayer shawl / tallit over the couple is a sign of God’s
covering and authority and by standing under the chuppah
they are humbling themselves and submitting their
marriage to God’s authority.
The similarity between the construction of the chuppah and that
of the tabernacle in the Old Testament also links the chuppah to
the symbolism of the tabernacle. In this sense the couple under
the chuppah is acknowledging the holiness of the marriage.
They are also declaring that their home will be a type of tabernacle where
they will be priests ministering to each other and God, and a place where
God will dwell.
God has a specific place for us, a place where He waits for us to come and be
with Him.
Rev. 21:2 “2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God, all arrayed like a bride beautified and adorned for her
husband;”
John 14:2-3 “2 In My Father’s house there are many dwelling places (homes). If
it were not so, I would have told you; for I am going away to prepare a place for
you.
3 And when (if) I go and make ready a place for you, I will come back again and
will take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also.”
§

The Chuppah represents the Glory of God, the cloud at Mount Sinai when
God “married” the Jewish nation.

Isaiah 4:5 “5 And the Lord will create over the whole site, over every dwelling
place of Mount Zion and over her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the
shining of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory shall be a canopy (a
defense of divine love and protection).“
Is. 43: 7 “7 Even everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created for
My glory, whom I have formed, whom I have made.”

Something out of nothing
Something from something
Created in His Image

Created for My Glory
Creates this for His pleasure
Whom I have formed
Who formed man
Whom I have made
Who made me?
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§

The Tallit which is the covering of the chuppah is a gift from the wife to her
husband, and with it she is saying: “I will cover your heart.”

Num. 15:38-40
“38 Speak to the Israelites and bid them make fringes or tassels on the
corners in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and
put upon the fringe of the borders or upon the tassel of each corner a cord of
blue.
39 And it shall be to you a fringe or tassel that you may look upon and
remember all the commandments of the Lord and do them, that you may not
spy out and follow after [the desires of] your own heart and your own eyes,
after which you used to follow and play the harlot [spiritually, if not physically],
40 That you may remember and do all My commandments and be holy to
your God.”

THE CEREMONY
6. Day of Fasting
The young couple have a heart to follow God. They are making a commitment to
be a living example of the relationship between Jahshua (Jesus) and the Bride of
Christ.
They are fully aware that Adam and Eve also had this opportunity , but the sin
of the Tree of Knowledge caused the fall of man.
As a sign / symbol of the commitment as well as their submission to God’s Divine
Authority, they fast on the day before the wedding.
This is a proclamation – that we, under God’s guidance and with His Power will
be a holy living stone in God’s rebuilt temple.

7. The Mikvah
The Mikvah is a Ceremonial Cleansing bath and plays a very important part in
the preparing of the bride for her bridegroom. This practice started when the
Israelites left Egypt. They were “mikvahed” into the Red Sea. Only when
Pharaoh’s army is drowned were the Israelites free. In other words, the power of
the enemy is broken over your life as you go under the waters of baptism and
come up on the “other side”.
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This act also symbolized a change of authority. When the old priest had to
hand over the baton to the younger priest, they had to pass through the water,
going in opposite directions.
At t he point of passing each other, they would both go under the water
symbolizing the change over of authority passing from the old priest onto the
younger priest. (John the Baptist was of the true lineage of the High Priest.
[Caiaphas was a false high priest.] Jesus had to be baptized by John to
symbolize the transfer of the role of the High Priest. He then officiated His own
sacrifice for me and you.)
Parallel Symbolism for the Christian:
On the night before the wedding day, the bride gets together with the women in
her life that are the closest to her (that she wants to be there), to release a
blessing upon her for her future as a wife and mother.
She then gets “mikvahed” – the same as a type of baptism as a prophetic act to
symbolize the following:
1) She is committed to her husband-to-be.
2) She will move out from under her father’s authority and will rise up out of
the water ready to be submitted to her bridegroom.
3) If there have been impure sexual relationships or sexual abuse of any kind
prior to her getting married, she can now prophetically have the past
“washed away” because she is being “mikvahed” in the Name of Jahshua
who has paid the price for all our sins and pain. The soulties are cut and
we can ask God to restore her virginity, purity and innocence in Jesus
Name.
The word teaches us that we have to be baptized. It is a prophetic act / symbol
of being buried with Christ and raised again to live with Him. (Rom. 6)
This will symbolize that:
1) As Bride of Christ you are committed to your Heavenly B ridegroom.
2) The authority of the god of this world will be broken over your life and you
will stand up ready to be Bride of Christ. You have been translated out of
the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ.
3) You have been redeemed by the Blood of Jesus Christ and set free from
all defilement of the world and satan.
As Bride of Christ, when we get born-again, we choose Jesus as our
Bridegroom. The Word teaches us that we are born into this world under the
authority of the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4). Now we need to go into the waters
of baptism to symbolically show you have died with Christ and will reign with Him.
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By doing this, you are also breaking the power and authority that satan had over
you in the Name of Jesus, and as yo u stand up, you are under New Authority –
namely Jesus Christ and you have a new status – Bride of Christ.
Ezek 16: 8-9 “8 Now I passed by you again and looked upon you; behold, you
were maturing and at the time for love, and I spread My skirt over you and
covered your nakedness. Yes, I plighted My troth to you and entered into a
covenant with you, says the Lord, and you became Mine.
9 Then I washed you with water; yes, I thoroughly washed away your
[clinging] blood from you and I anointed you with oil.”
Rom. 6:3-5 “3 Are you ignorant of the fact that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
4 We were buried therefore with Him by the baptism into death, so that just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious [power] of the Father, so we too
might [habitually] live and behave in newness of life.
5 For if we have become one with Him by sharing a death like His, we shall also
be [one with Him in sharing] His resurrection [by a new life lived for God].”
This is part of the ongoing responsibility of the bridegroom – to wash his wife in
the Torah / the Word of God.
Eph. 5:25-26 “25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave Himself up for her,
26 So that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the Word,”
Mark 16:16 “16 He who believes [who adheres to and trusts in and relies on the
Gospel and Him Whom it sets forth] and is baptized will be saved [from the
penalty of eternal death]; but he who does not believe [who does not adhere to
and trust in and rely on the Gospel and Him Whom it sets forth] will be
condemned.”
This also becomes the calling on our live s as disciples.
Matt. 28:18-20 “18 Jesus approached and, breaking the silence, said to them,
All authority (all power of rule) in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
19 Go then and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 Teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you, and
behold, I am with you all the days (perpetually, uniformly, and on every
occasion), to the [very] close and consummation of the age. Amen (so let it be).”
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The Bride’s beauty will surpass anything on that day.
1. Obedience to the Word
The Bride will lovingly keep God’s commandments, as acts of love to Him and as
a gift of blessing (mitzvah), works of goodness to our fellow man. This will give a
fragrance to our lives.
John 12:3 “3 Mary took a pound of ointment of pure liquid nard [a rare perfume]
that was very expensive, and she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped them with
her hair. And the whole house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”
2. Fruit of the Spirit
The Bride will renew her mind, emotions and will to accept the prompting of the
Holy Spirit so that her life reveals the fruit of the Spirit.
Gal. 5:22-23 “22 But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence
within accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an even temper,
forbearance), kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness,
23 Gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, continence).
Against such things there is no law [that can bring a charge].”
This fruit when crushed with the trials / tribulations of this world will produce a
pure oil. The Bride will be anointed with oil.
Est. 2:12 “12 Now when the turn of each maiden came to go in to King
Ahasuerus, after the regulations for the women had been carried out for twelve
months—since this was the regular period for their beauty treatments, six months
with oil of myrrh and six months with sweet spices and perfumes and the things
for the purifying of the women—“
Ezek. 16:9 “9 Then I washed you with water; yes, I thoroughly washed away
your [clinging] blood from you and I anointed you with oil.”
3. A Royal Priesthood
The Bride is holy, set apart. We wear the breastplate of righteousness. Our love
for God causes us to focus on His calling / anointing and seperated from the
world’s values. We will wear a crown.
Rev. 4:10 “10 The twenty-four elders (the members of the heavenly Sanhedrin)
fall prostrate before Him Who is sitting on the throne, and they worship Him Who
lives forever and ever; and they throw down their crowns before the throne,
crying out,”
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2 Tim. 4:8 “8 [As to what remains] henceforth there is laid up for me the [victor’s]
crown of righteousness [for being right with God and doing right], which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award to me and recompense me on that [great] day—
and not to me only, but also to all those who have loved and yearned for and
welcomed His appearing (His return).”
Song of Songs 2:2 “2 But Solomon replied, Like the lily among thorns, so are
you, my love, among the daughters.”
The Bridegrooms blessing by the Men:
The Father and other men who have an influence over the young man’s life
should arrange some form of party to celebrate the end of “single living” and the
promotion to a married life.
The declaration of prophetic words that still need to come into effect, new
prophetic Words of life and wisdom as well as intercessory prayer to bless the
young man, give value and meaning at a time like this.
It is good to have a meal together, where communion is shared as this will give
the yo ung man peace of mind for the important day that lies ahead.
If the young man has not been blessed into manhood yet, this is a good time to
declare him as man – to do his Bar Mitzvah2.
In so many of our lives we celebrated these parties in very different ways. The
pagan / traditional way of celebrating these times are rooted in Druidism – called
“stag” and “hens” parties.
The young man / woman are often ridiculed and degraded – they are mocked
and often humiliated with “under the belt” jokes are made.
Some parties go so far that strippers and even sexual defilement takes place
before the marriage. Alcohol and drugs can play a very important part of the
party.
We need to deal with these ungodly foundations that have been laid in many of
our lives. God help us to restore His Dream for Marriage!!

2

For more info on this see “A Messianic Perspective of Bar Barakah” available from Kanaan
Ministries.
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8. The Bridegroom Enters
The bridegroom enters the room / area of the wedding ceremony to the sound of
the Shofar – a declaration of great importance. He will be accompanied by both
his parents. He walks up to the Chuppah where his father blesses him.
EXAMPLE OF BLESSING
Rev. 3:4-5 “4 Yet you still have a few [persons’] names in Sardis who have not
soiled their clothes, and they shall walk with Me in white, because they are
worthy and deserving.
5 Thus shall he who conquers (is victorious) be clad in white garments, and I will
not erase or blot out his name from the Book of Life; I will acknowledge him [as
Mine] and I will confess his name openly before My Father and before His
angels.”
The father’s blessing is powerful – it is a declaration of manhood, of acceptance
as an equal, of a release to experience the joy of marriage and an acceptance
of the couple as a part of his family.
Ecc. 9:8-9 “8 Let your garments be always white [with purity], and let your head
not lack [the] oil [of gladness].
9 Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life which
He has given you under the sun—all the days of futility. For that is your portion in
this life and in your work at which you toil under the sun.”

9. The Bride Enters
The bride (face covered by a veil) will enter the room together with her parents.
Rev. 19:8 “8 She has been permitted to dress in fine (radiant) linen, dazzling
and white—for the fine linen is (signifies, represents) the righteousness (the
upright, just, and godly living, deeds, and conduct, and right standing with God)
of the saints (God’s holy people).”
Her bridesmaids, the wise virgins of Matt. 25:1-13, go before her and proclaim
her beauty by throwing her flower petals all over the pathway on which she
walks.
Gen. 24:65 “65 For she [had] said to the servant, Who is that man walking
across the field to meet us? And the servant [had] said, He is my master. So she
took a veil and concealed herself with it.”
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Her father blesses her, a proclamation of accepta nce of the marriage and of her
husband into his family.
EXAMPLE OF BLESSING
Gen. 24:60 “60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, You are our sister;
may you become the mother of thousands of ten thousands, and let your
posterity possess the gate of their enemies.”
The bridegroom s teps out of the Chuppah, towards his bride and has to make
sure that he has the “right” bride.
In a ceremony called “bedeken”, the groom confirms by lifting the veil that she is
the woman he chose to marry, then he lowers it over her face. This custom is
symbolic of the hard lesson Jacob learned in Gen. 29:23-30. Laban tricked
Jacob into marrying Leah, his older daughter, by concealing her face under a
thick veil and pretending she was Jacob’s true love, Rachel.
Matt. 25:6 “6 But at midnight there was a shout, Behold, the bridegroom! Go out
to meet him!”
2 Cor. 3:16-18 “16 But whenever a person turns [in repentance] to the Lord, the
veil is stripped off and taken away.
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty
(emancipation from bondage, freedom).
18 And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued to behold [in the
Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being
transfigured into His very own image in ever increasing splendor and from one
degree of glory to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit.”
We have a robe of righteousness / we wear the clothes of salvation. Jahshua
(Jesus) will come to make sure that only the pure / holy / obedient ones are part
of His Bride.
Is. 61:10 “10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul will exult in my God; for He
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels.”
Rev. 3:4-5 “4 Yet you still have a few [persons’] names in Sardis who have not
soiled their clothes, and they shall walk with Me in white, because they are
worthy and deserving.
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5 Thus shall he who conquers (is victorious) be clad in white garments, and I will
not erase or blot out his name from the Book of Life; I will acknowledge him [as
Mine] and I will confess his name openly before My Father and before His
angels.”
Ecc. 9:8-9 “8 Let your garments be always white [with purity], and let your head
not lack [the] oil [of gladness].
9 Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life which He
has given you under the sun—all the days of futility. For that is your portion in
this life and in your work at which you toil under the sun.”
The bridegroom takes his bride under / into the chuppah.
Song of Songs 2:4 “4 He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner
over me was love [for love waved as a protecting and comforting banner over
my head when I was near him].”

10. Witnesses are called to make a choice
All of you gathered here today are witnesses to a covenantal marriage where
__________ will take __________ as his wife. If there is anyone here who has
any reason to declare why the marriage should not take place, they should say
so or forever hold their peace.
The Bridegroom and Bride declare their integrity to the covenantal
relationship:
v Do you ________ declare that there is no legal impediment against your
proposed marriage here today to ________?
v Do you ________ declare that there is no legal impediment against your
proposed marriage here today to ________?

11. The Bridegroom / Bride Consecrate their love
Hashem / God sets out a parallel in the tabernacle during the Wilderness
experience. Here he has Moses make a Menorah. This represents God’s Word
/ the Light and Truth of His Presence. We see that the priest had to ensure that
the lamp burns 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
In Revelations, John tells us that Jahshua (Jesus) as the Light of the World,
stands inside the Menorah.
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Rev. 1:12-13 “12 Then I turned to see [whose was] the voice that was speaking
to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands ,
13 And in the midst of the lampstands [One] like a Son of Man, clothed with a
robe which reached to His feet and with a girdle of gold about His breast.”
Each one of us is therefore a Menorah as we have the Light of Jahshua (Jesus)
in our lives.
Bridegroom
and Bride
Bridegroom
and parents

Bride and
parents

The Bridegroom and his parents light a candle – the Bride and her parents light a
candle. The Bridegroom and the Bride light the middle candle. As they do this
they are making two proclamations:
1) That they will carry the Light of the Word to the World
2) That two souls are destined today to become one and that light will be
greater than the individual parts.
Lighting of the candles
The lighting of candles has been part of the Biblical practice from the time of the
Exodus from Egypt (God’s marriage to Israel). The parents symbolizing the
roots of this union light the two outside candles and the middle candle is then
the symbol of a new unity.
Symbolism: In the New Testament Church the Holy Spirit is also a symbol of
Light, which lives inside each one of our hearts. We receive this Light when we
become born-again and become part of the Bride of Christ.
Jer. 25:10 “10 Moreover, I will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride , the sound
of the millstones [grinding out the meal] and the light of the candle [which every
home burned throughout the night].”
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12. The Sanctification of the Marriage / the
Proposal
The Bridegroom, before the witnesses, will share a cup of
the covenant with his bride. As he gives it to her, he is asking
before witnesses, her to marry him, just as Jesus did in Luke
22:20, where he answered on the promise of Jer. 31:31-34; Heb
8:8-10.
Luke 22:20 “20 And in like manner, He took the cup after
supper, saying, This cup is the new testament or covenant
[ratified] in My blood, which is shed (poured out) for you.”
The Bridegroom pours a cup of wine for his beloved. He drinks and then gives it
to His bride.
Ps. 116: 13 “13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and deliverance and call on the
name of the Lord.”
When she drinks of the cup, she shows us all that she has accepted his
proposal.
Matt. 26:27-28 “27 And He took a cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying, Drink of it, all of you;
28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which [ratifies the agreement and] is
being poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
John 19:30 “30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, It is finished!
And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.”
He then gives to his whole family. The significance of including the whole
family is that the couple recognize and honour the family as a community.
For spiritual purposes the couple is married now before the eyes of God.
Significance for the Believer:
Just as the young couple share the cup to symbolize their commitment, so we
are called to “remember” that we have to do the same with Jahshua (Jesus).
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Matt. 20:22-23 “22 But Jesus replied, You do not realize what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink and to be baptized with
the baptism with which I am baptized? They answered, We are able.
23 He said to them, You will drink My cup, but seats at My right hand and at My
left are not Mine to give, but they are for those for whom they have been
ordained and prepared by My Father.”
And have to follow His commandment to serve one another. You accepted
Jahshua (Jesus) by drinking of the cup of the covenant – are you a servant?
Matt. 20:26-28 “26 Not so shall it be among you; but whoever wi shes to be great
among you must be your servant,
27 And whoever desires to be first among you must be your slave—
28 Just as the Son of Man came not to be waited on but to serve, and to give His
life as a ransom for many [the price paid to set them free].”

13. The Marriage Ceremony
The Bride will circle the bridegroom seven times. As she moves around him and
all the witnesses count with her, we see the prophetic act of God’s love for this
world in:
- a representation of the seven days while God created the earth.
- a declaration that they are creating a home.
- an act of spiritual warfare as they create a wall of protection around the
marriage.
Jeremiah 31:22 “22 How long will you waver and hesitate [to return], O you
backsliding daughter? For the Lord has created a new thing in the land [of Israel]:
a female shall compass (woo, win, and protect) a man.”
2 Cor. 11:2 “2 For I am zealous for you with a godly eagerness and a divine
jealousy, for I have betrothed you to one Husband, to present you as a chaste
virgin to Christ.”
Hos. 2:19-20 “19 And I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to
Me in righteousness and justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy.
20 I will even betroth you to Me in stability and in faithfulness, and you shall
know (re cognize, be acquainted with, appreciate, give heed to, and cherish) the
Lord.”
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Symbolism of the ceremony where the bride walks around the groom seven
times before they are officially married:
As the bride walks around the groom in a circle she is declaring that he is no
longer available for anyone outside the circle. The circle is similar to the ring on
his finger and serves as a sign of her exclusive access to him. While she is
walking around him, there is also very little space between them. This speaks of
the closeness between them and the fact that in marriage there is a sacred
“space” that belongs only to the bride and groom. It is similar to the holy place in
their marriage where no one else is allowed. The seven circles echo the seven
days of creation. The message here is that although the man is the head of the
home, the woman is the one who is the creator of the home.
Spiritual Significance for the Believer
1) We witness today a commitment to share a lifetime together, following a
common cause – to keep God’s first commandment:
Gen. 1:26-28 “26 God said, Let Us [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] make mankind
in Our image, after Our likeness, and let them have complete authority over the
fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the [tame] beasts , and over all of the earth,
and over everything that creeps upon the earth.
27 So God created man in His own image, in the image and likeness of God He
created him; male and female He created them.
28 And God blessed them and said to them, Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the
earth, and subdue it [using all its vast resources in the service of God and man];
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and over every
living creature that moves upon the earth.”
The Groom, Adam waited for his bride – so too, Jahshua (Jesus) sits at the
Right Hand of the Father and waits for His Bride.
They both want to say again:
Gen. 2:23 “23 Then Adam said, This [creature] is now bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of a
man.”
2) The Commitment of a lifetime is to serve one another. Jahshua (Jesus) tells
us that it means that I must give all.
John 12:24-27 “24 I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, Unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains [just one grain; it never
becomes more but lives] by itself alone. But if it dies, it produces many
others and yields a rich harvest.
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25 Anyone who loves his life loses it, but anyone who hates his life in this world
will keep it to life eternal. [Whoever has no love for, no concern for, no regard for
his life here on earth, but despises it, preserves his life forever and ever.]
26 If anyone serves Me, he must continue to follow Me [to cleave steadfastly to
Me, conform wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying] and
wherever I am, there will My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father
will honor him.
27 Now My soul is troubled and distressed, and what shall I say? Father, save
Me from this hour [of trial and agony]? But it was for this very purpose that I have
come to this hour [that I might undergo it].”
Can you honestly say: “I am serving with all of my
heart?”

14. The Exchange of Rings
In those days a token of love in a Jewish wedding was
a band of silver coins.
Luke 15: 9-10 “9 And when she has found it, she
summons her [women] friends and neighbors, saying,
Rejoice with me, for I have found the silver coin which
I had lost.
10 Even so, I tell you, there is joy among and in the presence of the angels of
God over one [especially] wicked person who repents (changes his mind for the
better, heartily amending his ways, with abhorrence of his past sins).”
Today we exchange rings – a valuable gift which is the proof of the bridegroom’s
intent.
As the rings are round and have no beginning or end, so is our relationship of
being in Christ and also now in unity with each other. The space in the ring
symbolizes the holy space between them where it is just them and God – their
marriage bed – no one else is allowed – no parents, in-laws, children, friends,
brothers or sisters.
Gen. 24:22 “22 And when the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold
earring or nose ring of half a shekel in weight, and for her hands two bracelets
of ten shekels in weight in gold,”
In the New Testament time we find that Jahshua (Jesus) has given us gifts of
His commitment.
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Matt. 7:11 “11 If you then, evil as you are, know how to give good and
advantageous gifts to your children, how much more will your Father Who is in
heaven [perfect as He is] give good and advantageous things to those who keep
on asking Him!”
1 Pet. 1:18-19 “18 You must know (recognize) that you were redeemed
(ransomed) from the useless (fruitless) way of living inherited by tradition from
[your] forefathers, not with corruptible things [such as] silver and gold,
19 But [you were purchased] with the precious blood of Christ (the Messiah), like
that of a [sacrificial] lamb without blemish or spot.”
John 14:13 “13 And I will do [I Myself will grant] whatever you ask in My Name
[as presenting all that I AM], so that the Father may be glorified and extolled in
(through) the Son.”
-

The ring must belong to the Groom.
It changes her status – gives her authority. (In the same way as Pharoah
gave his ring to Joseph.)
It is a milestone / a memorial (In bad day / times – to remember.)
Has no beginning and no end – therefore represent their faith.
Represents the union – creative force to extend God’s commandment.
Space inside is Holy – Sanctified.

The Bridegroom and the bride exchange rings.
She will place it on her right hand index finger to show the witnesses before
she changes it to the left hand.
Deut. 33:2-3 – Blessing of Moses to the people:
“He came forth with ten thousands of holy ones, from His Right Hand came the
law – tablets of the Covenant.
Yes, He loves [the tribes] His people;”
Hosea 2 :19-20 ”19 And I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to
Me in righteousness and justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy.
20 I will even betroth you to Me in stability and in faithfulness, and you shall know
(recognize, be acquainted with, appreciate, give heed to, and cherish) the Lord.”
We find Jahshua (Jesus) promises to the Bride of Christ the seal of the Holy
Spirit:
Eph. 1:13-14 “13 In Him you a lso who have heard the Word of Truth, the glad
tidings (Gospel) of your salvation, and have believed in and adhered to and relied
on Him, were stamped with the seal of the long-promised Holy Spirit.
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14 That [Spirit] is the guarantee of our inheritance [the firstfruits, the pledge
and foretaste, the down payment on our heritage], in anticipation of its full
redemption and our acquiring [complete] possession of it—to the praise of His
glory.”
Spiritual Significance for the Believer
We come to the wedding c eremony for the fun and the party. We watch the
couple commit to each other.
We accept Jahshua (Jesus) as Messiah, we make a commitment to serve Him
forever.
As you watch the next marriage ceremony, ask yourself – am I still true and
faithful, is this still my promise.
Ruth 1:16-17 “16 And Ruth said, Urge me not to leave you or to turn back from
following you; for where you go I will go , and where you lodge I will lodge .
Your people shall be my people and your God my God.
17 Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and
more also, if anything but death parts me from you.”
The Ring serves as an outward symbol of the marriage covenant.
Ex. 31:13 “13 Say to the Israelites, Truly you shall keep My Sabbaths, for it is a
sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know
that I, the Lord, sanctify you [set you apart for Myself ].”
In fact, so important is Shabbat 3 as a sign of the covenant that it is repeated once
more in verse 17. Hence, Shabbat is the ring, the outward sign of this marriage
covenant.

15. Public answer to the Commitment
_______ and _________, will you take the right hand.
Father, I hereby declare that with the exchange of these rings and the word of
their mouths and hearts, we lawfully declare that the terms of this covenantal
relationship have been sanctified in the Name of the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob and Jahshua (Jesus), the Messiah and the Holy Spirit.
We see the same commitment from Rebecca where she says “I do”.

3

See the complete teaching on Shabbat for the New Testament believer available from Kanaan
Ministries
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Gen. 24:58 “58 So they called Rebekah and said to her, Will you go with this
man? And she said, I will go.”
Even though we have not seen our Bridegroom, we commit to remain pure, holy
and ready for His return.
Matt. 26:29 “29 I say to you, I shall not drink again of this fruit of the vine until
that day when I drink it with you new and of superior quality in My Father’s
kingdom.”
Prayer
“That these rings will be a sign of the love and commitment which they make
today and may their marriage reflect God’s message of the Bride of Christ.”

16. The Covenant / Ketubah
The Ketubah is the bridegroom’s promise to look after, nourish, cherish, care
for , wash with the Word, protect the bride. It is the terms of agreement, just as
Moses did at Mount Sinai.
Ex. 19:7-8 “7 So Moses called for the elders of the people and told them all
these words which the Lord commanded him.
8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord has spoken
we will do. And Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord.”
Jahshua (Jesus) has given us, through the Holy Spirit a greater promise of
covenantal relationship.
Heb. 8:8-10 “8 However, He finds fault with them [showing its inadequacy] when
He says, Behold, the days will come, says the Lord, when I will make and ratify a
new covenant or agreement with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah.
9 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their forefathers on the day
when I grasped them by the hand to help and relieve them and to lead them out
from the land of Egypt, for they did not abide in My agreement with them, and so
I withdrew My favor and disregarded them, says the Lord.
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the Lord: I will imprint My laws upon their minds, even upon their
innermost thoughts and understanding, and engrave them upon their hearts; and
I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
The bridegroom reads aloud / speaks from the heart and before all the witnesses
present to make the commitment to his bride before God.
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The document will be signed and witnessed, then it is given to the Bride and it
becomes her “bill of rights” to receive the benefits of the covenant.
Rom. 10:9-10 “9 Because if you acknowledge and confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and in your heart believe (adhere to, trust in, and rely on the truth)
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
10 For with the heart a person believes (adheres to, trusts in, and relies on
Christ) and so is justified (declared righteous, acceptable to God), and with the
mouth he confesses (declares openly and speaks out freely his faith) and
confirms [his] salvation.”
Rom. 8:14 “14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”
Matt. 6:32-34 “32 For the Gentiles (heathen) wish for and crave and diligently
seek all these things, and your heavenly Father knows well that you need them
all.
33 But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His
righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken
together will be given you besides.
34 So do not worry or be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will have worries
and anxieties of its own. Sufficient for each day is its own trouble.”
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Example of Ketubah (made by Braam Muller):

On this day of great celebration and joy,
on the _____ day of the week the _____ day of the
month of ___________ in the year _______,
which corresponds to the _____ day of ___________, in
the year _______ ,
_____________ , son of ______________ , and
_____________, daughter of _____________,
spoke the words and performed the rites which united
their lives and affirmed their love.
Our lives, together, are nourished by the truth that
genuine friendship is the source of vibrant and
everlasting love. We promise to be honest and gentle,
anticipating our milestones, celebrating our successes,
honoring our uniqueness and striving to paint the future
with confident strokes of kindness.
Our love, forever, will be an inspiration to family,
friends and others who are, or will be in love. We are
trust’s honored caretakers and we will delight in an
elegant freedom borne from mutual respect.
Our laughter, sparkling, is our song. God’s melody will
fill our home and color our memories.
We will remember why we fell in love.
Our sacred covenant is valid and binding.
Rabbi

______________

Bride

_______________

Witness

_______________

Groom

_______________

Witness

_______________

For your own personalized Ketubah, contact Braam Muller: 083 290 8806

87

17. Seal on the Covenant / Marriage
The bride now pours a glass of wine, shares it with her bridegroom as a seal to
the ceremony. She also takes the glass and includes all her family in the
ceremony – including them into the community of the new family.
Blessing / Prayer:
That this wine will bind them (groom and bride) with their family as they start a
new life.

18. Breaking of the glass
After the ceremony is completed the groom breaks a glass.
Symbolism: The happiest moment in the groom’s life is when he is married,
because he is finally united with his bride. Psalm 137:5 says, “If I forget you, O
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget his skill.” The Jews breaks the glass to
remind them to mourn for the condition of the physical temple and Jerusalem
even in their happiest moment. For us who believe in Jesus, the destruction and
restoration of the temple speaks of the restoration of the faith and holiness of
God’s people. We are all “living stones” being built into His temple.
John 2:18-21 “18 Then the Jews retorted, What sign can You show us, seeing
You do these things? [What sign, miracle, token, indication can You give us as
evidence that You have authority and are commissioned to act in this way?]
19 Jesus answered them, Destroy (undo) this temple, and in three days I will
raise it up again.
20 Then the Jews replied, It took forty-six years to build this temple (sanctuary),
and will You raise it up in three days?
21 But He had spoken of the temple which was His body .”
This action forces the groom to remember that even though he has finally been
united with his bride, his Lord and Saviour, Jesus, is still waiting to be united with
His Bride. It causes him and those witnessing the wedding to remember
that they have a responsibility and a role to play in the preparation of the
Lord’s Bride.
Ps. 137:4-6 “4 How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill [with the harp].
6 Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth i f I remember you not, if I prefer
not Jerusalem above my chief joy!”
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19. The Reception / Party
The bridegroom and bride chose seven friends / family to speak blessing s of life
over them.
“Sheva Berakoth” – The Seven Blessing over the couple:
“For as a young man marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you, and as the
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” (Is.
62:5)
1) Blessed are You, our God, King of the Universe,
Who has created everything for His Glory. I pray that __________ and
____________ will be blessed with humility, gratitude and the wisdom of God.
2) Blessed are You, our God, King of the Universe, Who created Human-kind
who created __________ and ____________ and who blessed them with the
Holy Spirit and the gift of creativity to meet their purpose and destiny.
3) Blessed are You our God, King of the Universe, Who fashioned __________
and ____________ in His Image and after His Own Likeness He created them
and prepared for Him, out of His very Self, an Eternal soul through Jesus, and
yet remembered the uniqueness of each one of them and who has prepared a
tabernacle to last for all times.
4) Blessed are You our God, King of the Universe, Who brings intense joy and
exultation to the mothers thro ugh the ingathering of their children. I pray that You
will bless _____________ with fertility. Blessed are You, our God, Who
gladdens parents through their children.
5) Blessed are You our God, King of the Universe, Who makes these beloved
companions, __________ and ____________, to greatly rejoice, as You gladden
Your creatures in the Garden of Eden. Blessed are You our God, Who gladdens
the groom and bride, we pray that their love will hold and support them.
6) Blessed are You, our God, King of the Universe, Who created: Joy and
Gladness, Groom and Bride, Mirth, Happy Songs, Pleasure, Delight, Love,
Brotherhood, Peace and Companionship. May __________ and ____________
be blessed with these in abundance. I pray that the voice of gladness and joy
will soon be heard in every city and in Jerusalem when the sounds of the voice of
the Groom and Bride will proclaim your complete salvation through Jahshua
(Jesus) the Messiah.
7) Blessed are You our God, King of the Universe, Who created the fruit of the
Vine. I pray that Your Hand of provision will be extended to them and that the
fruit thereof will be blessed.
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CELEBRATION TIME!!
We will sing and dance – place the bridegroom and bride on chairs, raise them
high in the air and join together in happy festivity.
Mazel Tov!!
Jahshua (Jesus) says: “It is finished”. John 19:30
Hebrew root word for “finish” = ka’lal
It is also the root word for “Bride” = kallah
Is. 62:5 “5 For as a young man marries a virgin [O Jerusalem], so shall your
sons marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your
God rejoice over you.”
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