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1. CALL TO RESTORATION / RECONCILIATION
God’s Word of promise, to the afflicted (Jewish people) when they raised their
complaint before Him is
recorded for us in Ps. 102.
Who are the afflicted? The
people of promise – the Jewish
nation. After The Exodus
(celebrated as Pesach /
Passover) we find the nation
standing at Mount Sinai. We
have recorded for us in Lev. 19
that the people hear God’s
Commandment and agree to
keep His ways as a Kingdom of
Priests.
Ex. 19:5-6 “5 Now therefore, if you will obey My voice in truth and keep My
covenant, then you shall be My own peculiar possession and treasure from
among and above all peoples; for all the earth is Mine.
6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation [consecrated,
set apart to the worship of God]. These are the words you shall speak to the
Israelites.”
The people / nation of Priests
lose track of their promise.
Rebellion, idol worship and other
sin manifest until God decides to
bring judgment in the form of
exile.
Process of Judgment:
God records this judgment in
the book of Hosea:
a) Hos. 1:4 – Jezreel whose
name means “sow and scatter”.
b) Hos. 1:6 – Lo Ruhamah whose name means “no mercy”.
c) Hos. 1:9 – Lo Ammi whose name means “not my people”.
BUT
God immediately issues the promise of restoration.
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Hos. 1:10-2:1 “10 Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand
of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and instead of it being said
to them, You are not My people, it shall be said to them, Sons of the Living
God!
11 Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered
together and appoint themselves one head, and they shall go up out of the land,
for great shall be the day of Jezreel [for the spiritually reborn Israel, a divine
offspring, the people whom the Lord has blessed.]
1 [HOSEA], SAY to your brethren, Ammi [or You-are-my-people], and to your
sisters, Ruhamah [or You-have-been-pitied-and-have-obtained-mercy].”
Hos. 2:16 “16 And it shall be in that day, says the Lord, that you will call Me Ishi
[my Husband], and you shall no more call Me Baali [my Baal].”
Hos 14:1-2 “1 O ISRAEL, return to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled
and fallen, [visited by calamity] due to your iniquity.
2 Take with you words and return to the Lord. Say to Him, Take away all our
iniquity; accept what is good and receive us graciously; so will we render [our
thanks] as bullocks [to be sacrificed] and pay the confession of our lips.”

a) God tells us how we will know when the Time of the
Restoration has come.
We know that the Jewish nation and the fledging “Church” was driven out of
Israel in ±135 AD by the Romans when they destroyed Jerusalem. At that time
they were dispersed over the entire world.
•
•
•

The land was taken over and renamed Palestine
The people were exiled.
The Hebrew language ceased to exist for ±1900 years.

And yet in recent years we have seen a restoration in the physical and the
spiritual.
As we study Ps. 102 we can monitor the progress of God’s Prophetic word
regarding His Kingdom of Priests.
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His people continue to call and bring their complaint before God.
Hear my prayer:
Ps. 102: 1-2 “1 HEAR MY prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come to You.
2 Hide not Your face from me in the day when I am in distress! Incline Your ear
to me; in the day when I call, answer me speedily.”
The time in exile:
Ps. 102:3-5 “3 For my days consume away like smoke, and my bones burn like
a firebrand or like a hearth.
4 My heart is smitten like grass and withered, so that [in absorption] I forget to
eat my food.
5 By reason of my loud groaning [from suffering and trouble] my flesh cleaves to
my bones.”
Starting with the destruction of Jerusalem and the first exile history has
witnessed many times when these people were brutally attacked. The various
crusades and finally the holocaust are reflected in the words of these verses.
The burning of the bones was truly fulfilled in many concentration camps.
Ps. 102:6-7 “6 I am like a melancholy pelican or vulture of the wilderness; I am
like a [desolate] owl of the waste places.
7 I am sleepless and lie awake [mourning], like a bereaved sparrow alone on the
housetop.”
This verse calls out and speaks of centuries of rejection and
hatred and isolation of a people who have been a minority
grouping in most nations. This feeling of absolute
aloneness cannot be more visually described as was the
case when the 930 people on the St. Louis were sent
away from Cuba, USA and Canada, back to Europe and
for most on board, to their death.
Ps. 102:8-9 “8 My adversaries taunt and reproach me all the day; and they who
are angry with me use my name as a curse.
9 For I have eaten the ashes [in which I sat] as if they were bread and have
mingled my drink with weeping”
These words cry out of the indignation and unfair anti-Semitic practices found
over the past decades. Every caricature and cartoon depicting them as “less
than a people” is recorded in the heavenlies as an indictment of man’s ability to
turn away from helping those in need.
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Ps. 102:10-11 “10 Because of Your indignation and Your wrath, for You have
taken me up and cast me away.
11 My days are like an evening shadow that stretches out and declines [with the
sun]; and I am withered like grass.”
These have been many times when injustice has been done to God’s people,
when the media have presented biased views and all seems lost. No more so
that the days of the Warsaw Ghetto.
When these people decided to fight rather than just die, they fully expected the
world to take note. The last message from the ghetto shows the extend to which
they had withered away.
“The world is silent, the world knows, it is inconceivable that it should not, and
stays silent, God’s Vicar in the Vatican is silent, there is silence in Washington
and London, the American Jews are silent. This silence is incomprehensible
and horrifying.”

b) God’s Promise
BUT
Everything you say after the word “but” reflects the reality that you believe.
Ps. 102:12 “12 But You, O Lord, are enthroned forever; and the fame of Your
name endures to all generations.”
This verse declares God the Father and His Divine Name will be remembered
notwithstanding anything that happens. So daily we hear the prayer.
Deut. 6:4-5 "4 Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord [the only Lord].
5 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your [mind and] heart and with
your entire being and with all your might.”
Ps. 102:14 “14 For Your servants take pleasure in the stones [of her ruins] and
show pity for her dust.”
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God will / has arisen and it is His time of favour for
Israel. When did this start to happen?
Early 1900: Hebrew language began to be restored
1948:
Land of Israel is created in a day.
1967:
Jerusalem – God’s City is restored to
His Kingdom of Priests.
Ps. 102:13 “13 You will arise and have mercy and
loving-kindness for Zion, for it is time to have pity
and compassion for her; yes, the set time has come
[the moment designated].”
This is the time (a time of restoration) for the body of
Believers in Y’shua1 (Jesus) to be glad that we have
the opportunity to show Israel favour.
We are the “living stones” of the New Testament
and need to build up the “old stones” so that they too can become “living
stones”.
This is the time when we must hear and feel the heart of the Father for His
people – we should be rising with God to see that favour is granted to these
people.
We have to break down the legal rights that are standing in the spirit and which
are preventing God’s work to reach its peak. You and I have to renounce every
act of commission, violence, anti-Semitism, as well as (very importantly) every
act of omission – when we stood by silently and did nothing in the face of evil.
We need to cut the ties with Rome / Greece and join with Jerusalem.

1

"Y’shua"(Hebrew)"is"Jesus’"real"name,"which"means"“Salvation”."We"have"no"
problem"with"the"name"“Jesus”"—"it"is"merely"the"Greek"transliteration"of"
“Y’shua”."Jesus"is"the"name"most"of"us"grew"up"with."Remember"though,"Y’shua"
was"a"Jew,"of"the"Tribe"of"Judah,"not"a"Greek."It’s"sort"of"like"this"…"when"you"
come"to"know"someone’s"real"name,"you"want"to"use"it,"hence"the"use"of"
Y’shua"instead"of"Jesus."Another"powerful"reason"to"use"Y’shua"is"that"every"time"
you"say"His"Name,"you"are"proclaiming"“Salvation”."You"will"also"note"in"some"
places,"we"have"used"the"real"Name"of"the"FATHER,"YHVH."The"Name"is"made"up"
of"the"Hebrew"letters,"YodPHeyPVavPHey,"and"is"most"commonly"pronounced"
“Yahweh”"or"“Jehovah”."Again,"we"have"chosen"to"use"this,"as"YHVH"is"
the"FATHER’s"Name."
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Psalm 102:15 “15 So the nations shall fear and worshipfully revere the name of
the Lord, and all the kings of the earth Your glory.”
This is an important unprecedented time of evangelism, with huge crusades, TV,
books, mega churches, etc. We can honestly say that all kings have seen God’s
glory.
Psalm 102:16 “16 When the Lord builds up Zion, He will appear in His glory;”
It is clear from the Word / Torah that God’s promise has been proved by the
records of history. If you agree, then this is the time of restoration. God says it’s
now time for Him to build up Zion / Israel before He comes in all His Glory.

c) What must we do to fulfill God’s Word?
Peter becomes Y’shua’s (Jesus’) chosen disciple who will lead the renewed
Messianic Body. In one of his first acts as leader – preaching at Solomon’s
Porch – he says:
1) Heaven must receive Y’shua (Jesus)
Acts 3:20-21 “20 And that He may send [to you] the Christ (the Messiah), Who
before was designated and appointed for you—even Jesus,
21 Whom heaven must receive [and retain] until the time for the complete
restoration of all that God spoke by the mouth of all His holy prophets for ages
past [from the most ancient time in the memory of man].”
UNTIL
2) We have repented of our sins
Acts 3:18-19 “18 Thus has God fulfilled what He foretold by
the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ (the Messiah)
should undergo ill treatment and be afflicted and suffer.
19 So repent (change your mind and purpose); turn
around and return [to God], that your sins may be erased
(blotted out, wiped clean), that times of refreshing (of
recovering from the effects of heat, of reviving with fresh air)
may come from the presence of the Lord;”
AND
3) The things of which the prophets spoke about since the world had began
could materialize.
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Acts 3:21 “21 … spoke by the mouth of all His holy prophets for ages past [from
the most ancient time in the memory of man].”

d) What did the prophets speak of since the world began?
“That all men may know Him and declare: ‘Baruch haba Hashem Adonai.’”
“Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord” – we need to see the
Jewish people declaring Y’shua (Jesus) as Messiah.
Matt. 23:39 “39 For I declare to you, you will not see Me again until you say,
Blessed (magnified in worship, adored, and exalted) is He Who comes in
the name of the Lord!”
Is 43:21 “21 The people I formed for Myself, that they may set forth My praise
[and they shall do it].”
We, the Bride of Y’shua (Jesus) need to take up our place and commit to
prophetically calling Y’shua’s (Jesus’) Kingship into being.
There is an old saying by a Rabbi:
”A great man builds a wall but a greater one will stand in the gap.”
We see an example – in the physical – of this spiritual principle in 1 Chron 12.
A summary of the facts are:
1) David is still a fugitive from
King Saul.
2) Valiant men of war, skilled
in the art of (spiritual)
warfare.
3) From every tribe join with
David
AND
4) Declare
1 Chron. 12:18 “18 Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, who was chief of the
captains, and he said, Yours we are, David, and on your side, you son of
Jesse! Peace, peace be to you, and peace be to your helpers, for your God helps
you. Then David received them and made them officers of his troops.”
We need to join with the Jewish people to call on Y’shua (Jesus) the Messiah to
come again.
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2. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE ROOTS BEFORE WE CAN
RESTORE.
It’s only when you know about and face your past, that you will have confidence
to face your future.
We see Biblical evidence of this in Paul’s statement in the Book of Romans.
Rom. 11:18 “18 Do not boast over the branches and pride yourself at their
expense. If you do boast and feel superior, remember it is not you that support
the root, but the root [that supports] you.”
We get confirmation of this principle from the Torah.
Is. 51:1-2 “1 HEARKEN TO Me, you who follow after rightness and justice, you
who seek and inquire of [and require] the Lord [claiming Him by necessity and by
right]: look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the hole in the
quarry from which you were dug;
2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for I called him when
he was but one, and I blessed him and made him many.”

JEWS
Acts. 3:25 “You are the
descendants (sons) of the
prophets and the heirs of the
covenant which God made and
gave to your forefathers, saying
to Abraham, And in your Seed
(Heir) shall all the families of the
earth be blessed and benefited.”

GENTILES
Gal. 3:8, 29 “8 And the Scripture,
foreseeing that God would
justify (declare righteous, put in
right standing with Himself) the
Gentiles in consequence of
faith, proclaimed the Gospel
[foretelling the glad tidings of a
Savior long beforehand] to
Abraham in the promise, saying,
In you shall all the nations [of the
earth] be blessed.
29 And if you belong to Christ
[are in Him Who is Abraham’s
Seed], then you are Abraham’s
offspring and [spiritual] heirs
according to promise.”
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In the Old Testament God sets out the rules of engagement, how we should
live, worship, work, etc. This pattern set out by God become the way in which
God would operate under the New Testament.

a) God’s First Covenant with
Man
God finds that Abram, a Syrian,
born in Babylon, brought up in an
idol worshipping home, is a man
whose heart and soul searches for
the truth of a real God.
God chooses to cut covenant with Abram for a reason – so that His purposes
and plans for the redemption of mankind can come in effect.
Gen. 15 “1 AFTER THESE things, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a
vision, saying, Fear not, Abram, I am your Shield, your abundant
compensation, and your reward shall be exceedingly great.
2 And Abram said, Lord God, what can You give me, since I am going on [from
this world] childless and he who shall be the owner and heir of my house is this
[steward] Eliezer of Damascus?
3 And Abram continued, Look, You have given me no child; and [a servant] born
in my house is my heir.
4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, This man shall not be
your heir, but he who shall come from your own body shall be your heir.
5 And He brought him outside [his tent into the starlight] and said, Look now
toward the heavens and count the stars—if you are able to number them. Then
He said to him, So shall your descendants be.
6 And he [Abram] believed in (trusted in, relied on, remained steadfast to)
the Lord, and He counted it to him as righteousness (right standing with
God).
7 And He said to him, I am the [same] Lord, Who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldees to give you this land as an inheritance.
8 But he [Abram] said, Lord God, by what shall I know that I shall inherit it?
9 And He said to him, Bring to Me a heifer three years old, a she-goat three
years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.
10 And he brought Him all these and cut them down the middle [into halves] and
laid each half opposite the other; but the birds he did not divide.
11 And when the birds of prey swooped down upon the carcasses, Abram drove
them away.
12 When the sun was setting, a deep sleep overcame Abram, and a horror (a
terror, a shuddering fear) of great darkness assailed and oppressed him.

11

13 And [God] said to Abram, Know positively that your descendants will be
strangers dwelling as temporary residents in a land that is not theirs [Egypt], and
they will be slaves there and will be afflicted and oppressed for 400 years.
[Fulfilled in Exod. 12:40.]
14 But I will bring judgment on that nation whom they will serve, and afterward
they will come out with great possessions.
15 And you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old
(hoary) age.
16 And in the fourth generation they [your descendants] shall come back here [to
Canaan] again, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full and complete.
17 When the sun had gone down and a [thick] darkness had come on, behold, a
smoking oven and a flaming torch passed between those pieces.
18 On the same day the Lord made a covenant (promise, pledge) with
Abram, saying, To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of
Egypt to the great river Euphrates—the land of
19 The Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,
20 The Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,
21 The Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

Abram

1. Abraham

- Babylonian by
birth
- Syrian by
nationality
- A gentile

2. A chosen
vessel to
farther a holy
nation.

1. Accepts by an act of faith
God’s purpose and calling
for his life.
2. Has this purpose ratified by a
covenant made entirely by
God
AND IS TRANSFORMED

Because he is faithful in
this, God causes him to”
RECEIVE A PROMISED
INHERITANCE.
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b) Evidence that other Gentiles became part of this Covenant:
Ex. 12: 48 “48 When a stranger sojourning with you wishes to keep the
Passover to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come
near and keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land. But no
uncircumcised person shall eat of it.”
Lev. 19:34 “34 But the stranger who dwells with you shall be to you as one
born among you; and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.”
Est. 8:17 “17 And in every province and in every city, wherever the king’s
command and his decree came, the Jews had gladness and joy, a feast and a
holiday. And many from among the peoples of the land [submitted
themselves to Jewish rite and] became Jews, for the fear of the Jews had
fallen upon them.”
We have a pattern that Gentiles can become partakers of the covenant
promise; therefore we can look for a similar process in the New Testament:
GENTILES
(YOU AND ME)

1. are born-again in faith
as I accept Y’shua
(Jesus) as Messiah.
2. are included into the
expanded Covenant.

A royal priesthood, a set
apart nation called the
Bride of Christ.

As such, we are
transformed into:

c) God’s chosen people have a Specific Belief system:
God defines a pattern of sacrifice / prayer, praise and worship and a community
lifestyle – it was called Judaism.
If we analyze this early “church”, we find that it functioned based on four pillars:
Pillar no. 1:
There is only One God.
Deut. 6:3-6 “3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be watchful to do them, that it may
be well with you and that you may increase exceedingly, as the Lord, the God of
your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.
4 Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord [the only Lord].
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5 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your [mind and] heart and with
your entire being and with all your might.
6 And these words which I am commanding you this day
shall be [first] in your [own] minds and hearts; [then]”
Pillar no. 2:
There is only One Word of God – the Torah and if
we want to understand God, we need to study and be
obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Pillar no. 3:
All men and women are equal and all are important in
God’s eyes – we all have a responsibility for one another.
Pillar no. 4:
God gave a Covenantal promise that we would have a permanent inheritance,
in Old Testament terms – the land of Israel.
No matter how far wrong man had turned God’s principles on its head, or had
corrupted them through greed, disobedience, etc. – these foundational
principles still formed the basis of God’s praise and worship “religion” when
Y’shua (Jesus) came to earth. In fact, if the system of worship service, as set out
in the Old Testament is God’s requirement, then some form of it should be
operating today.

d) Y’shua’s (Jesus’) Reformation Work:
Part of the misconception that prevails today has a basis that the “new” has
replaced the “old” – the proverbial Replacement Theology.
Y’shua (Jesus) strongly speaks out / sets out His position where He reiterates
what His goal and purpose is:
Matt. 5:17 “17 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
I have come not to do away with or undo but to complete and fulfill them.”
The words used in this passage have been poorly translated. In fact if one goes
back to the Hebrew thought behind this verse, we find the right answer.
The word abolish should be translated as:
 “to interpret incorrectly”, i.e. we cancel God’s Word or the Torah if we
interpret it incorrectly.
The word “fulfill” – Hebrew “Kijim” should be translated as:
 “to cause to stand” or
 “To place a firm footing”.
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The word “law” (Torah) should be translated as:
 “a teaching that is true and straight – shot like an arrow with power and
force to live a life to the fullness of my divine commission.”
Thus it must read as follows:
Do not think that I have come to interpret the teaching that is true and straight –
shot like an arrow with power and force to live a life to the fullness of my divine
commission incorrectly (we cancel the Torah if we interpret it incorrectly), but I’ve
come to place a firm footing (correct interpretation) on the Torah.
We know that there is no end to the Torah, i.e. the promise stands
notwithstanding my circumstances:
Ex. 10:1-2 “1 THE LORD said to Moses, Go to Pharaoh, for I have made his
heart hard, and his servants’ hearts, that I might show these My signs [of divine
power] before him,
2 And that you may recount in the ears of your son and of your grandson what I
have done in derision of the Egyptians and what things I have [repeatedly] done
there—My signs [of divine power] done among them—that you may recognize
and know that I am the Lord.”
Ex. 6:5-6 “5 I have also heard the groaning of the Israelites whom the Egyptians
have enslaved; and I have [earnestly] remembered My covenant [with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob].
6 Accordingly, say to the Israelites, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will free you from their bondage, and
I will rescue you with an outstretched arm [with special and vigorous action]
and by mighty acts of judgment.”
Clearly Y’shua (Jesus) did not come to replace but He did
come to do a work of reformation.
The best analogy for this is found in the description
of God as the “Potter” and man as “clay”.
God works to turn man from one image to
another – to a vessel capable of containing His
Glory.
Is. 64:8 “8 Yet, O Lord, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You our Potter,
and we all are the work of Your hand.”
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Ps. 40:2 “2 He drew me up out of a horrible pit [a pit of tumult and of
destruction], out of the miry clay (froth and slime), and set my feet upon a
rock, steadying my steps and establishing my goings.”
Rom. 9:14-26 “14 What shall we conclude then? Is there injustice upon God’s
part? Certainly not!
15 For He says to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy and I will
have compassion (pity) on whom I will have compassion.
16 So then [God’s gift] is not a question of human will and human effort, but of
God’s mercy. [It depends not on one’s own willingness nor on his strenuous
exertion as in running a race, but on God’s having mercy on him.]
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, I have raised you up for this very purpose
of displaying My power in [dealing with] you, so that My name may be proclaimed
the whole world over.
18 So then He has mercy on whomever He wills (chooses) and He hardens
(makes stubborn and unyielding the heart of) whomever He wills.
19 You will say to me, Why then does He still find fault and blame us [for
sinning]? For who can resist and withstand His will?
20 But who are you, a mere man, to criticize and contradict and answer back to
God? Will what is formed say to him that formed it, Why have you made me
thus?
21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same mass
(lump) one vessel for beauty and distinction and honorable use, and
another for menial or ignoble and dishonorable use?
22 What if God, although fully intending to show [the awfulness of] His wrath and
to make known His power and authority, has tolerated with much patience the
vessels (objects) of [His] anger which are ripe for destruction?
23 And [what if] He thus purposes to make known and show the wealth of His
glory in [dealing with] the vessels (objects) of His mercy which He has
prepared beforehand for glory,
24 Even including ourselves whom He has called, not only from among the Jews
but also from among the Gentiles (heathen)?
25 Just as He says in Hosea, Those who were not My people I will call My
people, and her who was not beloved [I will call] My beloved.
26 And it shall be that in the very place where it was said to them, You are not
My people, they shall be called sons of the living God.”
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3. THE MINISTRY OF Y’SHUA (JESUS)
Initial focus:
It is clear that Y’shua’s (Jesus’) focus in the early stages of
His ministry was towards the Jewish people
only – i.e. to God’s chosen people. He calls
them the “lost sheep of Israel”.
Matt. 15: 24 “24 He answered, I was sent only to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Rom. 9:4-5 “4 For they are Israelites, and to them belong God’s adoption [as
a nation] and the glorious Presence (Shekinah). With them were the special
covenants made, to them was the Law given. To them [the temple] worship was
revealed and [God’s own] promises announced.
5 To them belong the patriarchs, and as far as His natural descent was
concerned, from them is the Christ, Who is exalted and supreme over all, God,
blessed forever! Amen (so let it be).”
Later on:
As His ministry develops, Y’shua (Jesus) starts to tell His disciples and those
following His teaching that the covenant has been expanded to the Gentiles in a
far greater way than before – He begins to speak of “other sheep that I have”.
In fulfillment of:
Is. 42: 6 “6 I the Lord have called You [the Messiah] for a righteous purpose and
in righteousness; I will take You by the hand and will keep You; I will give You
for a covenant to the people [Israel], for a light to the nations [Gentiles],”
Y’shua (Jesus) defines His Belief System:
There is “one fold and one Shepherd”
John 10 “1 I ASSURE you, most solemnly I tell you, he who does not enter by
the door into the sheepfold, but climbs up some other way (elsewhere, from
some other quarter) is a thief and a robber.
2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
3 The watchman opens the door for this man, and the sheep listen to his voice
and heed it; and he calls his own sheep by name and brings (leads) them
out.
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4 When he has brought his own sheep outside, he walks on before them, and
the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
5 They will never [on any account] follow a stranger, but will run away from him
because they do not know the voice of strangers or recognize their call.
6 Jesus used this parable (illustration) with them, but they did not understand
what He was talking about.
7 So Jesus said again, I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, that I Myself am
the Door for the sheep.
8 All others who came [as such] before Me are thieves and robbers, but the [true]
sheep did not listen to and obey them.
9 I am the Door; anyone who enters in through Me will be saved (will live). He will
come in and he will go out [freely], and will find pasture.
10 The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they
may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).
11 I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd risks and lays down His
[own] life for the sheep.
12 But the hired servant (he who merely serves for wages) who is neither the
shepherd nor the owner of the sheep, when he sees the wolf coming, deserts the
flock and runs away. And the wolf chases and snatches them and scatters [the
flock].
13 Now the hireling flees because he merely serves for wages and is not himself
concerned about the sheep [cares nothing for them].
14 I am the Good Shepherd; and I know and recognize My own, and My own
know and recognize Me—
15 Even as [truly as] the Father knows Me and I also know the Father—and I am
giving My [very own] life and laying it down on behalf of the sheep.
16 And I have other sheep [beside these] that are not of this fold. I must
bring and impel those also; and they will listen to My voice and heed My
call, and so there will be [they will become] one flock under one Shepherd.
17 For this [reason] the Father loves Me, because I lay down My [own] life—
to take it back again.
18 No one takes it away from Me. On the contrary, I lay it down voluntarily. [I put
it from Myself.] I am authorized and have power to lay it down (to resign it) and I
am authorized and have power to take it back again. These are the instructions
(orders) which I have received [as My charge] from My Father.
19 Then a fresh division of opinion arose among the Jews because of His saying
these things.
20 And many of them said, He has a demon and He is mad (insane—He raves,
He rambles). Why do you listen to Him?
21 Others argued, These are not the thoughts and the language of one
possessed. Can a demon-possessed person open blind eyes?
22 After this the Feast of Dedication [of the reconsecration of the temple] was
taking place at Jerusalem. It was winter,
23 And Jesus was walking in Solomon’s Porch in the temple area.
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24 So the Jews surrounded Him and began asking Him, How long are You going
to keep us in doubt and suspense? If You are really the Christ (the Messiah), tell
us so plainly and openly.
25 Jesus answered them, I have told you so, yet you do not believe Me [you do
not trust Me and rely on Me]. The very works that I do by the power of My Father
and in My Father’s name bear witness concerning Me [they are My credentials
and evidence in support of Me].
26 But you do not believe and trust and rely on Me because you do not belong
to My fold [you are no sheep of Mine].
27 The sheep that are My own hear and are listening to My voice; and I
know them, and they follow Me.
28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never lose it or perish throughout
the ages. [To all eternity they shall never by any means be destroyed.] And no
one is able to snatch them out of My hand.
29 My Father, Who has given them to Me, is greater and mightier than all [else];
and no one is able to snatch [them] out of the Father’s hand.
30 I and the Father are One.
31 Again the Jews brought up stones to stone Him.
32 Jesus said to them, My Father has enabled Me to do many good deeds. [I
have shown many acts of mercy in your presence.] For which of these do you
mean to stone Me?
33 The Jews replied, We are not going to stone You for a good act, but for
blasphemy, because You, a mere Man, make Yourself [out to be] God.
34 Jesus answered, Is it not written in your Law, I said, You are gods?
35 So men are called gods [by the Law], men to whom God’s message came—
and the Scripture cannot be set aside or cancelled or broken or annulled—
36 [If that is true] do you say of the One Whom the Father consecrated and
dedicated and set apart for Himself and sent into the world, You are
blaspheming, because I said, I am the Son of God?
37 If I am not doing the works [performing the deeds] of My Father, then do not
believe Me [do not adhere to Me and trust Me and rely on Me].
38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe Me or have faith in Me,
[at least] believe the works and have faith in what I do, in order that you
may know and understand [clearly] that the Father is in Me, and I am in the
Father [One with Him].”
Eph. 4:5 “5 [There is] one Lord, one faith, one baptism,”
And only those who have made covenant with God can inherit.
Ps. 50:5 “5 Gather together to Me My saints [those who have found grace in My
sight], those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.”
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Heb. 8:10 “10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the Lord: I will imprint My laws upon their minds, even
upon their innermost thoughts and understanding, and engrave them upon their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

a) How does Y’shua (Jesus) do this?
As we have indicated earlier, He has come to transform – to take the old vessel
of clay and mold it into a New Living Stone / a Vessel
of Honour.
We are being transformed!!
Jer. 18:1-6 “4 And the vessel that he was making
from clay was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so
he made it over, reworking it into another vessel as
it seemed good to the potter to make it.
5 Then the word of the Lord came to me:
6 O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this
potter does? says the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in
the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house
of Israel.”
Heb. 9:8-10 “8 By this the Holy Spirit points out that the way into the [true Holy
of] Holies is not yet thrown open as long as the former [the outer portion of the]
tabernacle remains a recognized institution and is still standing,
9 Seeing that that first [outer portion of the] tabernacle was a parable (a
visible symbol or type or picture of the present age). In it gifts and sacrifices are
offered, and yet are incapable of perfecting the conscience or of cleansing and
renewing the inner man of the worshiper.
10 For [the ceremonies] deal only with clean and unclean meats and drinks and
different washings, [mere] external rules and regulations for the body imposed to
tide the worshipers over until the time of setting things straight [of reformation, of
the complete new order when Christ, the Messiah, shall establish the reality of
what these things foreshadow—a better covenant].
11 But [that appointed time came] when Christ (the Messiah) appeared as a High
Priest of the better things that have come and are to come. [Then] through the
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with [human] hands, that is,
not a part of this material creation,

20

b) Y’shua (Jesus) the Rabbi – A Jew
Part of the reason why the modern church battles to
establish any link to our roots is the fact that we do not
readily picture Y’shua (Jesus) as a Jew or a Rabbi.
Part of this would be a rejection of the current picture –
an old man with a grey beard and a black suit, but
another reason is the western world interpretation of
a European man, blue eyes and a simple, basic
lifestyle. There is common thinking in terms of some
disparaging statement that indicates that Y’shua (Jesus)
came from the backwoods of civilization.
John 7: 15 “15 The Jews were astonished. They said,
How is it that this Man has learned [is so versed in the
sacred Scriptures and in theology] when He has never
studied?”
BUT
A study of the Torah shows a somewhat different picture.
 Evidence that He was in the temple at the age of 12, i.e. had traveled the
length and breadth of the land.
 Common practice for a Jewish household is that a boy would:
o Be circumcised (Deut. 2:21)
o Start his education at the age of 3.
o Would know the Torah off by heart at the age of ±20 (there were
not many books available and no amazon.com).
Luke 2:46-47 “46 After three days they found Him [came upon Him] in the [court
of the] temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions.
47 And all who heard Him were astonished and overwhelmed with bewildered
wonder at His intelligence and understanding and His replies.”
o He would assume the responsibility of adulthood at 13.
o He would be recognized for ministry at 30.
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We find that:
 Y’shua (Jesus) is recognized as a Rabbi:
Luke 7:40 “40 And Jesus, replying, said to him, Simon, I have something to say
to you. And he answered, Teacher, say it.”
o By a lawyer:
Mat. 22:35-36 “35 And one of their number, a lawyer, asked Him a question to
test Him.
36 Teacher, which kind of commandment is great and important (the principal
kind) in the Law? [Some commandments are light—which are heavy?]”
Luke 10:25-26 “25 And then a certain lawyer arose to try (test, tempt) Him,
saying, Teacher, what am I to do to inherit everlasting life [that is, to partake of
eternal salvation in the Messiah’s kingdom]?
26 Jesus said to him, What is written in the Law? How do you read it?”
Luke 11:45-46 “45 One of the experts in the [Mosaic] Law answered Him,
Teacher, in saying this, You reproach and outrage and affront even us!
46 But He said, Woe to you, the lawyers, also! For you load men with
oppressive burdens hard to bear, and you do not personally [even gently] touch
the burdens with one of your fingers.”
o By the Sadducees
Matt. 22: 23-26 “23 The same day some Sadducees, who say that there is no
resurrection [of the dead], came to Him and they asked Him a question,
24 Saying, Teacher, Moses said, If a man dies, leaving no children, his brother
shall marry the widow and raise up a family for his brother.
25 Now there were seven brothers among us; the first married and died, and,
having no children, left his wife to his brother.
26 The second also died childless, and the third, down to the seventh.”
Luke 20:27-28 “27 Also there came to Him some Sadducees, those who say
that there is no resurrection.
28 And they asked Him a question, saying, Teacher, Moses wrote for us [a law]
that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife and no children, the man shall take the
woman and raise up offspring for his brother.”
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o By the Pharisees
Luke 19:39 “39 And some of the Pharisees from the throng said to Jesus,
Teacher, reprove Your disciples!”
Luke 11:37 “37 Now while Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee invited Him to take
dinner with him, so He entered and reclined at table.”
Matt. 22:15, 22 “15 Then the Pharisees went and consulted and plotted
together how they might entangle Jesus in His talk…
22 When they heard it they were amazed and marveled; and they left Him and
departed.”
 Y’shua (Jesus) observes and knows the Torah
Matt. 23:3 “3 So observe and practice all they tell you; but do not do what
they do, for they preach, but do not practice.”

c) Y’shua’s (Jesus’) calling is confirmed by God
We have developed an understanding that Y’shua (Jesus) – a Jew, a Rabbi,
walked on this earth. We earlier found that His purpose was to transform / bring
reformation to the form of praise, worship and service which was operating in His
day and to restore this to its former glory – to the way God planned it all
along.
It is therefore critical to establish His credentials in the eyes of God.
1) Y’shua (Jesus) asks: “Who do the crowds say I am?” (Luke. 9:18)
2) Y’shua (Jesus) asks: “Who do you (Peter) say I am?” (Luke. 9:20)
3) God’s anwer on the Mountain:
“This is my Son whom I have chosen. Listen to Him.” (Luke 9:35 – Complete
Jewish Bible)
What is interesting in the format of the answer is that God declares His calling
and purpose in the word of 3 witnesses, one from the Law, one from the
Prophets and one from Psalms.
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1. This is My Beloved Son:
Ps. 2:7-8 “7 I will declare the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, You are My
Son; this day [I declare] I have begotten You.
8 Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations as Your inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth as Your possession.”
Matt. 3:17 “17 And behold, a voice from heaven said, This is My Son, My
Beloved, in Whom I delight!”
2. Whom I have chosen:
Is. 42:1 “1 BEHOLD MY Servant, Whom I uphold, My elect in Whom My soul
delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice and right and
reveal truth to the nations.”
3. Listen to Him
Deut. 18:15 “15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet (Prophet)
from the midst of your brethren like me [Moses]; to him you shall listen.”

d) Y’shua’s (Jesus’) Ministry
While He came to do many miracles and came to deal with much of the “wrong”
teaching of His day, we find that the greatest part of His ministry was taken up
with the message of “the Kingdom of God / Heaven”.
We see the start of this message in Matt. 6:33.
i) New Testament
Matt. 6:33 “33 But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His
righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken
together will be given you besides.”
- Seek first the Kingdom of Heaven

+
- and His righteousness will be added unto you.
The Hebrew word for righteousness: “Tsedakak”
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This word can be translated as:
1) Almsgiving
OR
2) Tsedkot Adonai
This second meaning has the following: “look for the redemptive plan or activity”.
We find confirmation of this in:
Micah 6:5 “O My people, [earnestly] remember now what Balak king of Moab
devised and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him; [remember what the
Lord did for you] from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous and
saving acts of the Lord.”
Here we find the translation as: “the righteousness of the Lord”.
Kingdom of Heaven = God’s Redemptive plan for Mankind
We now see that the message is:
“Seek first God’s redemptive plan for us and His (God’s) righteousness will be
our inheritance.”
ii) The terminology – Kingdom of Heaven is not used at all in the Old
Testament. It is also a term which is not explained / clarified by Y’shua (Jesus).
The question is: How was this term used by the Rabbi’s?
The Rabbi used the word – “Lehamlech” which means “to
enthrone someone as king”.
The Rabbis used this term when they explain / tell
the story of the miracle of the Exodus at the Red /
Reed Sea.
The Rabbis proclaim that the Kingdom of
Heaven was manifested when “the people
enthroned God as King as they sang the victory
song of Moses and Miriam.”
Truth: Many people believe that God exists.
Some people receive and respond to God’s call of sovereignity.
Ex. 15:18 “God is (i.e. not will) reign forever.”
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The Lord reigns forever (in the present).
iii) What was God’s Pattern?
- Did God redeem first and then give the Torah or is it the other way around?
The Torah shows the pattern!
- 1st the Passover – Redemption
THEN
nd
- 2 Mount Sinai – the Torah.
Ex. 20:2 “2 I am the Lord your God, Who has brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”
THUS, the Kingdom of Heaven exists where God is at work.
It has to do with God’s redemptive activity and our response / obedience to His
Will.
A present reality in full force in those who are reborn.
iv) Greek thinking:
Due to the Greco-Roman influence and some out-of-balance teaching especially
in respect of Replacement theology, we find the
following:
Greek:
Kingdom of Heaven = Eternal life
And
Kingdom of Heaven = Second Coming of Y’shua
(Jesus).
In the Greek mind, these two concepts are
therefore interchangeable and consequently
we find a great deal of focus on the hereafter
and the prophetic Word – this focus leads to
much speculation and interpretation whilst the
revelation thereof is something that should still unfold.
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v) Hebrew thinking:
The concepts of Eternal life / Second Coming of the
Messiah are distinct and unique.
A classic understanding therefore from the
Hebrew perspective is the parable of the
mustard seed.
What does this parable teach us from a Hebrew mindset?
- The Kingdom of Heaven is already here.
- The Kingdom of Heaven is expanding into its full potential.

GOD IS ALWAYS
AT WORK

Those
who have
made Him
King
The poor /
needy /
captive /
etc.

Empowered
with Holy
Spirit

TO DO

When I become part of the Kingdom of Heaven:
I have become a partner spreading redemption in a broken world.
“Tikken Ha’olam”
Mending the World
Feed the hungry / heal the sick / pray for people, etc., etc.
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4. FROM THE POWER OF THE EARLY CHURCH TO THE DARK
AGES
We have seen that God has set a standard for what we would call a religion – a
specific form of service, praise and worship, prayer and community lifestyle.
We have seen that the religious leaders of the day had tried to:
 “place a burden / yoke on the people”
 “build fences around God’s Word”
E.g. they had made it a burdensome job to worship God.
Y’shua (Jesus) comes to bring a message of the Kingdom of Heaven – a
message of life:
“A present reality in full force in those who are reborn.”
There are a whole host of images which Y’shua (Jesus) creates within the
context of the Kingdom of Heaven.
However, there are two principles which are highly relevant to this early
“church”.
Principle I – Attitude of Heart
Matt. 5:20 “20 For I tell you, unless your
righteousness (your uprightness and your right
standing with God) is more than that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.”
In order for us to interpret this correctly, we need to analyze:
1) The meaning of the Hebrew word which has been translated as
righteousness.
Hebrew Word = Tsedakah
This word has two main messages:
a) Righteousness in the form of salvation / deliverance
b) Righteousness in the form of deeds of:
1. almsgiving,
2. prayer
3. and fasting.
28

2) Which of these meanings was in use / relevant at the time when Y’shua
(Jesus) spoke? In terms of the Pharisee teaching, righteousness had its focus
on almsgiving as the most important aspect.
Y’shua (Jesus) is therefore teaching us an attitude of the heart, i.e. if you think
that your righteousness is restricted to almsgiving, then you won’t enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven.
Principle II – Attitude of Obedience
Matt. 11:12 “12 And from the days of John the
Baptist until the present time, the kingdom of heaven has endured violent
assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a precious prize—a share in the
heavenly kingdom is sought with most ardent zeal and intense exertion].”
In order to understand the context of “suffering violence = is breaking forth”, we
have to study another passage.
Micah 2:12-13 “12 I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect
the remnant of Israel. I will bring them [Israel] together like sheep in a fold, like
a flock in the midst of their pasture. They [the fold and the pasture] shall swarm
with men and hum with much noise.
13 The Breaker [the Messiah] will go up before them. They will break through,
pass in through the gate and go out through it, and their King will pass on
before them, the Lord at their head.”
Here we see the image of sheep that have been in the pen for the night and now
want to get out into the green pasture. We can now see that within this context
we are expected to a live a lifestyle of obedience – we (as the Kingdom of
Heaven) should be like a dam which is bursting and flowing out over the
whole world so that individuals will find liberty and freedom.
The Kingdom of Heaven is breaking forth and each and every person is
personally breaking forth in their own right.
John the Baptist was the breach-maker – he broke the dam wall / opened the
sheep pen and Y’shua (Jesus) is King, leading the sheep out.
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The following diagram tries to illustrate the deviation from the original plan of God
and Y’shua’s (Jesus’) purpose to restore us to the right path.

Deviates due to
idolatry, pride, etc.
We find times
of restoration

The Pharisees
add fences to
the Torah
Y’shua’s
God’s chosen way of worship, service, etc.
purpose is
to transform

With this kind of inputus the early “church” had to be
successful.
We know that within a short space of time the gospel had spread to most of the
known world.
This Body of Believers were known as a “sect” of Judaizm – the Sect of the
Nazarenes.
Acts 24:5 “5 For we have found this man a perfect pest (a real plague), an
agitator and source of disturbance to all the Jews throughout the world, and a
ringleader of the [heretical, division-producing] sect of the Nazarenes.”
They enjoyed the favour of the people
Acts 2:47 “47 Constantly praising God and being in favor and goodwill with all
the people; and the Lord kept adding [to their number] daily those who were
being saved [from spiritual death].”
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They remained in touch with the temple service.
Luke 24: 53 “53 And they were continually in the temple celebrating with
praises and blessing and extolling God. Amen (so be it).”
They had contact / positive interaction with the High Priest.
Acts. 7:1 “1 AND THE high priest asked [Stephen], Are these charges true?”
They were spirit-filled
Acts 2:2 “2 When suddenly there
came a sound from heaven like
the rushing of a violent tempest
blast, and it filled the whole house
in which they were sitting.”
BUT
A process of decay / division set
in which over time would drive
Jewish and Messianic believers
apart until the time would come
1000 – 1500 years later when we would speak of the “church’s’” darkest hour.
Whilst a great deal of restoration has taken place, especially during the last 100
years or so, we still find a Body of Y’shua (Jesus) that:
- is highly focused on Replacement Theology / supersession
- is still largely anti-Semitic
- is still supporting acts of persecution of God’s chosen nation
- is continuing to reflect as view in anti-Jewish ways, e.g. Art forms which depict:
• Y’shua (Jesus) as baby
• Y’shua (Jesus) as uncircumsized
• The mother Mary as an idol.
• The last supper in a western mindset of
o Where the 12 disciples sit at a table instead of reclining.
o A communion cup for each disciple instead of the common single
communion cup.
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Judaism

God’s
Plan

- Pagan Practices
- Anti-Semitism
- Etc.
Manifested in the Strasburg Cathedral:

2 Statues
Ecclesia
Woman with a Cross

Synagogue
Blindfolded woman
holding crushed
tablet of the
Commanments.
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5. SATAN’S PLAN OF DIVISION AND DESTRUCTION:
The very act of Golgotha, the subsequent Resurrection and the Outpouring of the
Holy Spirit on Shavuot / Pentecost sent out a clear message to the kingdom of
darkness.
The fact that God’s plan had moved from a chosen nation to a chosen Bride
was cause for concern. This is how satan reacts:

1st ±10 years after Crucifixion:

10 years
We can safely say that the Bride was made up mainly of:
- Jews
- Proselyte (believers in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob).
We see evidence of this as Peter preaches – he talks to:
- Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem:
Acts 2:14 “14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and
addressed them: You Jews and all you residents of Jerusalem, let this be
[explained] to you so that you will know and understand; listen closely to what I
have to say.”
- Men of Israel
Acts 2:22 “22 You men of Israel, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of
Nazareth, a Man accredited and pointed out and shown forth and commended
and attested to you by God by the mighty works and [the power of performing]
wonders and signs which God worked through Him [right] in your midst, as you
yourselves know—“
- Men and Brethren
Acts 2:29 “29 Brethren, it is permitted me to tell you confidently and with
freedom concerning the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and
his tomb is with us to this day.”
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The terminology clearly does not refer to gentiles, although there could easily
have been a few there.
The Bride would be made up of two different parts.
Jews from within Jerusalem and Israel:
- Spoke Aramaic or Hebrew
- Local community would be small with very few converts / proselytes / God
fearers.
- Gentile “Christians” would be rare
- Traditional approach to the temple / feast / etc would be the norm.
Jews in the Diaspora / outside of Israel:
- Mixed community from the very beginning with a large group of “God fearers”.
- Common language – Hebrew & Greek
- Openness to other ideas due to the influence from other cultures.
- Jewish component would be the teachers of the Torah

Conflict in this time:
First Conflict: Internal Strife
We find the Bride made up of:
Jew/Israel
Conservative

vs
vs

Jew Diaspora and God-fearers
Free-thinkers

The first conflict inside of the Body is between the Jews of Israel and the
Hellenist Jews. We find the cause to be a complaint that the widow and
orphans of the Hellenist were not being treated equally.
Acts 6:1-4 “1 NOW ABOUT this time, when the number of the disciples was
greatly increasing, complaint was made by the Hellenists (the Greek-speaking
Jews) against the [native] Hebrews because their widows were being overlooked
and neglected in the daily ministration (distribution of relief).
2 So the Twelve [apostles] convened the multitude of the disciples and said, It is
not seemly or desirable or right that we should have to give up or neglect
[preaching] the Word of God in order to attend to serving at tables and
superintending the distribution of food.
3 Therefore select out from among yourselves, brethren, seven men of good and
attested character and repute, full of the [Holy] Spirit and wisdom, whom we may
assign to look after this business and duty.
4 But we will continue to devote ourselves steadfastly to prayer and the ministry
of the Word.”
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We note that Stephen, a Hellenist, is called to ministry and begins to operate in
God’s power and glory.
We now find that the “God-fearers” who have been living Godly lives start to
feel threatened with Stephen’s message and react:
Acts 6:9-10 “9 However, some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the
Freedmen (freed Jewish slaves), as it was called, and [of the synagogues] of
the Cyrenians and of the Alexandrians and of those from Cilicia and [the province
of] Asia, arose [and undertook] to debate and dispute with Stephen.
10 But they were not able to resist the intelligence and the wisdom and [the
inspiration of] the Spirit with which and by Whom he spoke.”
Second Conflict:
10 years later
Y’shua’s
birth

33 years
later

±43AD

It is clear that towards the end of this time that the theological difference
between the Orthodox Jews and the Sect of the Nazarenes / Body of Christ
had started to deepen. The “Sect” had become stronger and was starting to
become “something that needed to be dealt with”. Issues for the Orthodox Jews
were:
- Y’shua (Jesus) as God or Man
- Reinterpretation of the purpose of the Passover matzah.
- Change from “detail” to a lifestyle
- Introduction of God as “Abba”
As a result we find the Pharisee, Saul empowered to deal with the problem:
Act 8:1,3 “1 AND SAUL was [not only] consenting to [Stephen’s] death [he was
pleased and entirely approving]. On that day a great and severe persecution
broke out against the church which was in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles (special
messengers).
3 But Saul shamefully treated and laid waste the church continuously [with
cruelty and violence]; and entering house after house, he dragged out men and
women and committed them to prison.”
In a diagrammatical form we can see that there are a few streams of those who
believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
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Sadducees, who are very far
from Y’shua’s teaching

Pharisees, who are close to Y’shua’s teaching
but add man-made laws

God’s
Plan

Y’shua
Early Church empowered
purpose to
by the Holy Spirit transform

At the time of the conflict, we see that the Body of Christ reacts positively.
Acts 6:5-7 “5 And the suggestion pleased the whole assembly, and they
selected Stephen, a man full of faith (a strong and welcome belief that Jesus is
the Messiah) and full of and controlled by the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte
(convert) from Antioch.
6 These they presented to the apostles, who after prayer laid their hands on
them.
7 And the message of God kept on spreading, and the number of disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem; and [besides] a large number of the priests were
obedient to the faith [in Jesus as the Messiah, through Whom is obtained eternal
salvation in the kingdom of God].”
Although we find jealousy and Stephen being accused falsely, we can probably
say that the Body of Christ is still on track!
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2nd Period:
I will define this period as the time until the destruction of the second
temple ±40 years after Golgotha:
10 years later
– 43 AD
Y’shua’s
birth

33 years
later

30 years later

Temple is
destroyed
±73AD

This time period starts with the Apostle Peter who is confronted with the issue of
clean / unclean – i.e. whether he could go into the house of a believer and stay
with a non-Jew. It is clear that God needed to intervene with a clear vision for
Peter to understand and accept that Gentile could be fully a part of the Kingdom
of God, this is confirmed in Peter’s own words later:
Acts 10: 34-43 “34 And Peter opened his mouth and said: Most certainly and
thoroughly I now perceive and understand that God shows no partiality and is
no respecter of persons,
35 But in every nation he who venerates and has a reverential fear for God,
treating Him with worshipful obedience and living uprightly, is acceptable to Him
and sure of being received and welcomed [by Him].
36 You know the contents of the message which He sent to Israel, announcing
the good news (Gospel) of peace by Jesus Christ, Who is Lord of all—
37 The [same] message which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, starting
from Galilee after the baptism preached by John—
38 How God anointed and consecrated Jesus of Nazareth with the [Holy] Spirit
and with strength and ability and power; how He went about doing good and, in
particular, curing all who were harassed and oppressed by [the power of] the
devil, for God was with Him.
39 And we are [eye and ear] witnesses of everything that He did both in the land
of the Jews and in Jerusalem. And [yet] they put Him out of the way (murdered
Him) by hanging Him on a tree;
40 But God raised Him to life on the third day and caused Him to be manifest (to
be plainly seen),
41 Not by all the people but to us who were chosen (designated) beforehand by
God as witnesses, who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.
42 And He charged us to preach to the people and to bear solemn testimony that
He is the God-appointed and God-ordained Judge of the living and the
dead.
43 To Him all the prophets testify (bear witness) that everyone who believes in
Him [who adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Him, giving himself up to Him]
receives forgiveness of sins through His name.”
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It is the Jews that have gone back to their hometowns in the Diaspora where we
find evangelism is really growing.
Inside Israel
The language barrier (Hebrew) and the conservative element would see a
slower steady growth in bringing the gospel to outsiders, but the Messianic
Jewish group would grow quickly.
Acts. 21:17 – 20 “17 When we arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren received and
welcomed us gladly.
18 On the next day Paul went in with us to [see] James, and all the elders of the
church were present [also].
19 After saluting them, Paul gave a detailed account of the things God had
done among the Gentiles through his ministry.
20 And upon hearing it, they adored and exalted and praised and thanked God.
And they said to [Paul], You see, brother, how many thousands of believers
there are among the Jews, and all of them are enthusiastic upholders of the
[Mosaic] Law.”
Outside of Israel
The message of Y’shua (Jesus) is preached by liberal Jews to all – as a result
the “converts” soon outnumbered the “real” Jews – i.e. we have a real mixed
“church”. The God-fearers in these towns would have dealt with paganism, i.e.
renounced their past ungodly practices, etc and would only need to understand
the “new” gospel.
Gentiles – with little knowledge of the principles of this belief system – would
need:
- discipleship
- guidance
- deliverance.
Paul is the main Apostle to the Gentiles and starts to define the basis of this
“unity in diversity”.
1. Both Jew and Reborn Believer have a common ancestry.
1 Cor. 1:2 “2 To the church (assembly) of God which is
in Corinth, to those consecrated and purified and made
holy in Christ Jesus, [who are] selected and called to be
saints (God’s people), together with all those who in any
place call upon and give honor to the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:”
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2. The “Gentiles” are grafted into the natural olive, and get their nourishment
from the root.
Rom. 11:18 “18 Do not boast over the branches and pride yourself at their
expense. If you do boast and feel superior, remember it is not you that support
the root, but the root [that supports] you.”
The word “support” is the Greek word bastazo. If we go to Luke 11:27:
Luke 11:27 “27 Now it occurred that as He was saying these things, a certain
woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, Blessed (happy and to be
envied) is the womb that bore You and the breasts that You sucked!
We find this picture, of a child inside a womb. The child is in submission to the
womb for all facets of life.
FACT: Any Church, therefore who tries to act independent of Israel ceases to
be a part of God’s plan and becomes a religious group.
First Conflict in this time period:
Israel is under the rulership of Rome at this time. Rome subdues and nations
forces them to only worship their gods. They however make an exception to this
rule when they allow the Jews to continue to worship JHWH, i.e. they would be
exempt from the call to acknowledge the Roman gods / Ceasar.
This exemption was of great value to the Rabbi and needed to be closely
guarded to make sure that it was not abused.
The multitude of gentiles which converted to this Sect of the Nazarenes now
claimed the same right, but since they had not converted to Judaizm, they were
placing these “rights” at risk.
The Body of Christ needed to clarify the rules of fellowship which came to a
head in the book of Acts. The leadership defines the terms of fellowship as:
Acts 15:19-21 (PNT2) “On this account I judge that we should not cause
difficulty for those of the heathes who are turning to God, but to instruct them to
abstain from the pollutions of the idols and from immorality and from the
meat of strangled animals and from the blood.
21For throughout every city from ancient generations Moses has those who
preach him, since he is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”
2

"This"verse"was"taken"from"The"Power"New"Testament"by"William"J."Morford"–"
available"from"Kanaan"Ministries.""
39

The Orthodox Jews now tries to show the difference / differentiate themselves in
term of external manifestations, e.g. kneeling in prayer vs standing in prayer.
Second Conflict in this time Period
In 63BC Pompey established the rulership of Rome – hatred for this oppression
causes the zealots to rebel against Rome in ±70AD.
The “Christians” do not take part in this war which makes their fellow Jews
extremely unhappy. Rome reacts swiftly.
- The apostles are killed and/or dispersed
- The temple is destroyed just as predicted by Y’shua (Jesus):
Mark 13:12 “12 And brother will hand over brother to death, and the father his
child; and children will take a stand against their parents and [have] them put to
death.”
The early “church” up to 70AD was a daughter of Judaism – after this war it
“left the nest”. Interestingly, in the year before the revolt, we see two groups of
people exodus from Jerusalem.
1. The Christian Jews move to Pella in the Jordan Valley ±60m north-east of
Jerusalem.
2. The Orthodox Jews moved to “Jawneh”.
The following diagram show the fate of some of the religious grouping at the time
when the temple is destroyed:
Destruction of
the Temple
Sadducees /
Essennes / etc

Pharisees

God’s
Plan

Early Church

Disappeared

Moves to
Judah
Y’shua
Move
to
purpose
to
Pella &
transform
the rest
of the
world
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Third Period
I will define this time from the destruction of the temple until the second Jewish
revolution in ±135AD.
The two groups go out of their way to distance themselves from each other.
1. The influence of pagans, which has not been dealt with by proper deliverance
and
2. preaching by some heretics like Marcion cause widening rifts.
In 135AD the Jews recognize a Rabbi as the true Messiah – they rise up against
Rome – are arrested brutally and beaten – the city of Jerusalem is destroyed
stone by stone, a new city is built on Roman lines and Jews are banned from
the land for 100 years.
FACT: Until this time, the Jews tried to separate / distance themselves from the
“Christian Jews” / Sect of the Nazarenes.
From now on the Christian Jews do everything in their power to change their
presentation of the Gospel to be unique and different.
(A) Term Bible: Greek byblos derived from the Greek port of Gebal where
papyrus was imported from to print the Bible.
(B) Mount Sinai is exchanged as the Headquarters of the “Church” for Mars Hill,
Rome / the Vatican.

Pharisees

God’s
Plan

Early
Church

Exiled
out of
Israel
for 100
years

Y’shua
Dispersedpurpose
over to
the World
transform

41

Fourth Period:
This period cover the rest of the years between the second Jewish Revolution
and the emergence of the Body of Christ as a restored entity over the past ±100
years.
The main impact by satan in this time was the destructive work done under the
leadership of Constantine in ±300AD – this work can be described in four main
categories:

6. FOUR CATEGORIES:
Constantine’s Model

Military

Political

Greek / Roman
Intellect

Culture
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The early “church” followed Messianic principles – we see evidence of that:
-

Jesus and Paul keeps the commandments.
Jesus keeps the feasts
Hebrew was the common language spoken.

History tells us that in ±300AD Constantine, a mighty ruler and conqueror of
much of the world originally worshipped the Sun god.
At some point in time he has a meeting with God. It is impossible to say how
“real” this conversion was, however, in all probability it was of little real intent.
In fact, the Roman Empire was ruled by a number of “Ceasars” / Empires.
Constantine goes to war so that he can consolidate his position.
He makes a “pact” with the Christians. This agreement means that they will fight
with him, and after they have defeated all before them, he honours his promise.
In fact the banner under which this last war is fought is:
“Christianity vs Paganism”
The Church’s reward:
-

The pagan temples are plundered.
Christian principles are encoded in “Law”.
Wealth taken from cities.
Jews are forbidden to own slaves.

Constantine however serves both gods:

Sun
God

The God of
Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob

He does so, so that he can do what he likes, but does not have to answer for his
“sins”.
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During this time of double-mindedness he:
-

kills his son named “Christmas” and then
drowns his wife who wants to make an issue of it.

He now has to redeem himself in front of the “Church”. He does so by bribery /
corruption – he uses state money and taxes to build:
- St. Peter’s in Rome
- Holy Sepulcar in Jerusalem.
- and the city of Constantinople where the church takes on the shape of the
dome, a building method taken from the Turks / Moslems.
He continues to serve both the worldly god as well as God the Father.
At his death bed, he recommits his life to the church, is baptized and appoints
himself the 13th Apostle.
Constantine’s double mindedness sets the standard of compromise by which the
Church will walk in for many generations.
History shows that he introduces:
- Many pagan “holy” days of worship.
- Changes the leadership structure to a “council of
bishops”.
- Nullifies the feasts of the Lord
- And introduces a Greek / Roman mindset.
I believe that this was a direct plan from the kingdom of
darkness, from satan himself. The process of antiSemitism, the rejection of God’s divine commandments and the
rejection of God’s chosen people, the Jews, means that God’s
Word is bound, i.e. Y’shua (Jesus) will remain in heaven until the Jews
declare Him as Messiah. With all the rejection that they have endured from the
“church”, the return of Y’shua (Jesus) is being delayed and delayed.
Division / differences and now Constantine’s transformation paves the way away
from the root of the natural olive tree.
Heb. 11:20-21 “20 [With eyes of] faith Isaac, looking far into the future, invoked
blessings upon Jacob and Esau.
21 [Prompted] by faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons
and bowed in prayer over the top of his staff.”
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In a nutshell:

Pour Pagan
Mindset in
The original
Messianic Belief
System

Pour out Hebraic
Mindset
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Let’s analyze only some of the major “infections” that were implanted into this
tree, and then you can judge whether the tree is able to bear good fruit.

a) Military
God’s Principle:
It is not by strength or might but by My Spirit.


History shows a bloody record when the Sword of Steel is taken as the
means to conquer – the crusaders saw more bloodshed than converts.



Forced conversions under the threat of death were common in many lands
– Spain / France / etc.



The principle of a supreme race to rule over the lesser nations, specifically
the Jews followed a process of:
 Alienation
 Exile and
 Finally extermination
The holocaust is only one example of this process. In South Africa the
apartheid regime followed a similar path.

b) Political
God’s Principle:
Y’shua (Jesus) was prepared to be a servant to all – love your neighbour as
yourself.


A hierarchy of leadership / management has
been set up over the church. These board /
committee have set up many mechanisms of
control and manipulation.
o The introduction of the “leader” of a
church as the bishop / pastor only
occurs 300/400 years after Y’shua’s
(Jesus’) time.
o The practice of paying a pastor a
“salary” only come into effect some
500 years after Y’shua’s (Jesus’) time.
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o The separations between the “clergy” and the “laity” is artificial and
starts some 100 years after Y’shua (Jesus).
The Church did not provide the state with support for their policies without
value, they received in return:
-

the favour of the King / Government.
They got the government to legalize the collection of a title – (tax)
They were given rights of passage / privileges of travel, etc.



Worship has taken the form of ritual and for many centuries, knowledge
was kept in the hand of the few while the masses were uninformed – we
call this the dark age.



Churches have aligned themselves to Governmental
structures and in many cases provided the foundation /
reason for the policies introduced by the government,
e.g. Apartheid, Hitler, etc.



Church’s goals has changed to Empire Building (my
goals, ministry, etc.), instead of equipping the saint
for the Kingdom. Instead of a building of living stones,
we have monuments of concrete, brick and glass which we call God’s
place.

c) Intellect / Mindset
God’s Principle:
Man should follow God’s Commandments and the leading of the Holy Spirit
in loving obedience.
The introduction of the Greco/Roman mindset changed almost the entire thought
process of the New Testament Church.


The New Testament Church’s foundations today are more on the process
of reason / rationalization, e.g. questions like: “Was Mary a virgin” or “Was
Y’shua (Jesus) fully Man”, etc. get debated and voted on by the clergy
instead of lifestyle based on the revelational knowledge and input given to
us daily by the Holy Spirit.
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The New Testament takes as its most significant factor of impact to be the
sermon / the preaching to the people. This process of one way
communication strangles the headship of Y’shua (Jesus) to operate only
through this limited fashion. On the other hand, evidence of the early
church shows an informal, free of ritual, participating Body of believers.
Y’shua (Jesus) institutes a process called discipleship – He teaches in
small groups (mainly) and keeps asking His followers questions, He also
sends the out for practical application. The sermon has changed
fellowship / dialogue / conversation into a one way monologue.



The New Testament church has become:
1) a focus on the physical building in size and grandeur and
2) a denomination to which many people belong while it was clear that
Y’shua (Jesus) formed a community. The word “ekklesia” always
referred to people, not buildings, and the New Testament is full of
stories how the “community” of Y’shua (Jesus) moved around to meet
the needs of the people.



The New Testament church has turned prayer into a negotiating strategy,
“what can I get”, can “I specify what I want” instead of a lifestyle of
following in Y’shua’s (Jesus’) steps when He taught us to pray “Thy will be
done” – i.e. of obeying the King.



The New Testament church closely follows the Greco Roman style, where
as soon as they take control of a land / city they implement their ideas /
management and claim and take the blessings of the victory. In the same
manner the church takes over the blessing of Israel (with a doctrine called
Replacement Theology) and start to function with a lifestyle of “what I can
get” instead of “how do I revere / fear God and live to please Him more”.



The New Testament Church (based on the writing of Ignatious of Antioch
35-107 AD) institute the hieratical structure where a single man is
appointed as the leader of a denomination. This process is contrary to
Y’shua’s (Jesus’) and Hebraic thinking where all men were equal, elders
had a function but not a rule / control relationship. Y’shua’s (Jesus’)
teaching and the development of the disciples was to empower them to be
fathers, men who would help sons grow to maturity.



The New Testament Church quickly accepts the Greco / Roman idea of
unity. In this model unity is equated to uniformity. We all look, talk,
dress the same and in the process get its members (who think and act the
same) to differentiate – separate themselves from those who think
differently. The Hebraic thinking is that God has created all men equal
and He has infused us with the same spirit and yet we look very different.
God celebrates His unity in the diversity of His creation.
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Paul uses this to describe the church as one Body with very different
parts that are all essential to the well-being of the Body.


The New Testament Church in its haste to become
accepted by Constantine and legitimate in the world very
quickly divested itself of all “Jewish” trimmings – so we
see that:
 Shabbat changes to Sunday.
 Pesach / Passover changes to Easter.
 Tabernacles / Chanukah changes to Christmas.
Many pagan feasts are taken and “Christianized” so that
they take on the form and message of religion.
Hebraic thinking will describe the keeping of the feasts not as a ritual /
tradition (even though it can become that) but as the celebration of life in
a memorial to a faithful God.

d) Adapting Cultural Value
God’s Principle:
All men are equal but the Bride of Y’shua (Jesus) carries the mark of God.


Whilst there is nothing wrong in changing / adapting how we present
Y’shua’s (Jesus’) life in each culture, we need to make sure that we do not
import pagan practices into our presentation of the gospel.



In 321AD the Hebrew calendar year is outlawed
and replaced with the Roman Calendar. At the
same time the “Shabbat” is changed from a Friday
night / Saturday to a Sunday (celebrating the sun
god).



The Greco / Roman culture was heavily influenced by
the “art” of public speaking. Speakers went to schools
to learn their trade, wore robes to distinguish
themselves from other, entered the arena at the sound of
music and sat in very specific chairs. In 250AD these
“chairs” are replaced with the pulpit. Again we note that
the pulpit was always elevated above the masses.
Interestingly the word pulpit is derived from the latin word
“pulpitum” and means “a stage”.
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What is sad is that the focus of the New Testament Church is on a stage,
whilst the design of God’s Tents of Meeting was focused on the altar.


The New Testament Church accepts a pagan process of ritual into its daily
life. The positions held by high priests get incorporated into the church
structure so that we have a separation between those who are “holy”
and the masses. This process is one which changes the Hebraic
process of participation, mutual edification and the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit to one where the people (largely) receive passively what are given
from the pulpit.



The New Testament Church follows a path from the days of Constantine
who was the builder of the first church building – these first buildings were
patterned after the model of the Basilica – government building – and
always faced so the sun would shine on the speaker – the façade faces
east.
Over the process of time the pagan understanding that such building
became “holy sites / shrines” started to become the norm. The Hebraic
way of thinking is that fathers were to be empowered to run spirit-filled
homes.
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7. YOU MUST RESTORE BEFORE YOU CAN RECONCILE.
Y’shua (Jesus) is born in Bethlehem, grows up and at the age of 12/13 years is
found in the temple, debating issues of the day with the Rabbis. A few years
later He is baptized in the river Jordan into His ministry, where He teaches for the
next 3 years.
His only teaching is “the Kingdom of God” – i.e. He
teaches us about His roots – i.e. where He came
from!!
This is the picture that we must see:
- a Jewish Rabbi
- teaching from the Old Testament (Jewish
Torah)
- to 12 Jewish men
- and to the people of Israel that gathered from time to time
- about the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and
- God’s promise of eternal blessing to His people.
This is the natural olive that Paul talks about:
Rom. 11:24 “24 For if you have been cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree,
and against nature grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much easier will it
be to graft these natural [branches] back on [the original parent stock of] their
own olive tree.”
And we (the gentiles) that by faith have accepted Y’shua (Jesus) as Messiah
and have become sons of Israel in the spirit, are now grafted into the natural
olive.
Rom. 11:17 “17 But if some of the branches were broken off, while you, a wild
olive shoot (gentiles), were grafted in among them (Jews) to share the
richness [of the root and sap] of the olive tree,”
So clearly the Body of Messiah in the early church lived and taught a renewal of
principles and beliefs.
Paul tells us that this natural olive reveals an abundance principle, a richness
which springs up from the root.
Rom. 11:16-17 “16 Now if the first handful of dough offered as the firstfruits
[Abraham and the patriarchs] is consecrated (holy), so is the whole mass [the
nation of Israel]; and if the root [Abraham] is consecrated (holy), so are the
branches.
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17 But if some of the branches were broken off, while you, a wild olive shoot,
were grafted in among them to share the richness [of the root and sap] of the
olive tree,”
There is value in our roots.
There is life in our roots.
There are fruit-bearing nourishment in the roots.

But the “church” is no longer connected to its roots!
So what must we do? We need to restore our roots system!

In a nutshell:

Pour Hebrew
Mindset into
our hearts.

Pour Pagan / Greco /
Roman Mindset out
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8. THE RESTORATION OF THE BODY OF CHRIST WITH THE
ROOTS OF THE NATURAL OLIVE TREE
The Body of Christ was called to worship and serve God in terms of the pattern
set out by Him. We have seen a whole range of restorative works:

Judaism

God’s
Plan

Early “Church”

We have seen restoration
over the past 100 years in
for example the following:

1st Phase
- Empowered of the Holy
Spirit
- Healing
- Prophetic
- etc

Although many aspects of the early church have been restored, the truth is –
the spirit of Rome still lives / lingers on.
We need another phase of restoration:
In this second Phase, we need to see a reconnection with our roots, the source
of life blood. Elements are:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Return to Hebraic thinking
Restoration of Spiritual Warfare
Restoration of the Principle of Discipleship
Restoration of God’s time – feasts
Restoration of the Body of Christ as community
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a) Hebraic thinking
Although the New Testament has largely been given to us in its Greek form, it is
clearly full of:
- Hebrew thought patterns
- Hebrew expressions
- Hebrew poetry, etc,
which gives us an indication that the original thinking / expression was either in
the Hebrew language or done by Hebrew speakers.
Hebrew is a concrete language and tends to express thoughts in terms of a
“lifestyle of Godliness” inside a “community” relationship instead of a:
- creed
- mission / vision statement
- abstract idea, the latter typifying the Greco-Roman mindset.
Hebrew speakers are able to affirm their full humanity – spirit, soul and body
unlike the Greco-Roman pattern where we are to be “in control”, not to show
emotions, etc.
In an example, most Christians see the feasts as legalistic, a type of “work” – the
Hebrew sees it as a time of great joy and celebration!
Hebrew thinking can come through in one of several forms:
i) Poetry
Nah. 3:1-3 “1 WOE TO the bloody city! It is full of lies and booty and [there is] no
end to the plunder!
2 The cracking of the whip, the noise of the rattling of wheels, and prancing
horses and chariots rumbling and bounding,
3 Horsemen mounting and charging, the flashing sword, the gleaming spear, a
multitude of slain and a great number of corpses, no end of corpses! [The
horsemen] stumble over the corpses!”
ii) Verbal Pictures
Is. 1:18 “18 Come now, and let us reason together, says the
Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be
like wool.”
Crimson – Hebrew word: “tola” and has 2 meanings:
1) crimson
2) worm
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The worm is crushed, placed in hot water, and produces a crimson colour / dye.
Rev. 7:9-10, 14 “9 After this I looked and a vast host appeared which no one
could count, [gathered out] of every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages. These stood before the throne and before the Lamb; they were
attired in white robes, with palm branches in their hands.
10 In loud voice they cried, saying, [Our] salvation is due to our God, Who is
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb [to Them we owe our deliverance]!
14 I replied, Sir, you know. And he said to me, These are they who have come
out of the great tribulation (persecution), and have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
Y’shua (Jesus) used parables to tell a story, which together with suitable
questions leads the disciples to draw their own conclusion.
iii) Block Logic
Greco-Roman thinking patterns will start from a hypothesis and argue by way of
rational, interlinked steps until one arrives at a specific point. If it has a logical
explanation, it must be right – if it does not we can question God.
On the other hand, Hebrew thinking accepts that concepts / ideas can stand
alone and do not necessarily have a logical fit.
Man’s Perspective of the Truth
Pharaoh hardened his heart (Ex. 8:15)
God is Mercy (Hab. 3:2)
Lamb of God (John 1:29)

God’s Divine Word
God hardened Pharaoh heart (Ex. 7:3)
God is wrathful (Is. 45:7)
Lion of Judah (Rev. 5:5)

A Hebrew mind will accept paradox / contradiction as the mystery of a Divine
God.

b) Unity vs Dualism
Greco-Roman thinking (Plato) proclaimed that there are two worlds:
- spiritual (invisible)
- material (visible)
Those who follow this thinking pattern, has a longing to be released from this
hard cruel world so that their soul can go back to the spiritual.
This type of thinking leads to two patterns:
- enjoy everything (wine, women, song)
- abstain by a cumbersome set of rules (monks)
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Hebrew thinking is that this is God’s creation, it is good, we need to live in such a
way that we proclaim God’s sovereignty to all.
Thus:
- I dedicate, as a good steward, all gifts to God.
1 Tim. 6:9-10 “9 But those who crave to be rich fall into temptation and a snare
and into many foolish (useless, godless) and hurtful desires that plunge men into
ruin and destruction and miserable perishing.
10 For the love of money is a root of all evils; it is through this craving that some
have been led astray and have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves
through with many acute [mental] pangs.”
-

I offer up my body as a living sacrifice.

Rom 12:1 “1 I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all]
the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all
your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated)
and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service
and spiritual worship.”
-

I praise God for everything.

1 Cor. 10:31 “31 So then, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you may do, do
all for the honor and glory of God.”

c) Earth or Heaven
The Greco-Roman philosophy of a separation between the physical world and
the spiritual continue to influence the church. There is a common understanding
that:
-

Salvation means that I am to be lifted out into a beautiful place in heaven
so that we “escape” from this world.
A spiritual person is one who is involved in the holy / higher things of life
and has little or no concerns with the “minor” facts of this world.

Greco-Roman thinking: we must bless the bread and
food before we eat it – Greek thinking wants us to
make material things “holy” before we use them –
not only holy, but the bread is “tran-substantialed” /
changed to another substance in the Catholic Church.
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Hebrew thinking:
- That which God has made is good and created for us – we therefore focus
our prayer as thanksgiving or blessing.
The fact that we thank God for the food that we eat does not negate the
fact that we must still take care to cancel any curses which could have
been made when food is offered up to idols, e.g. Halaal / etc.
-

That God sanctifies time and not a place or thing.

Gen. 2:3 “3 And God blessed (spoke good of) the seventh day, set it apart as
His own, and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all His work which He
had created and done.”
Greek-Roman thinking:
We will all go to heaven.
Hebrew thinking:
The word “yasha” – to save / deliver has the main idea to “liberate” or to “free
from oppression” – therefore salvation is in fact a call to rescue all those still in
the hands of the kingdom of darkness.

d) Everything is holy/sacred
The Hebrew mind makes no distinction between the sacred and the mundane
things of life – his whole existence is under God’s Domain – a journey of faith.
Ps. 16:18 “1 KEEP and protect me, O God, for in You I have found refuge, and
in You do I put my trust and hide myself. 2 I say to the Lord, You are my Lord;
I have no good beside or beyond You. 3 As for the godly (the saints) who are
in the land, they are the excellent, the noble, and the glorious, in whom is all
my delight. 4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied who choose another god; their
drink offerings of blood will I not offer or take their names upon my lips. 5 The
Lord is my chosen and assigned portion, my cup; You hold and maintain my
lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; yes, I have a good
heritage. 7 I will bless the Lord, Who has given me counsel; yes, my heart
instructs me in the night seasons. 8 I have set the Lord continually before me;
because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 9 Therefore my heart is
glad and my glory [my inner self] rejoices; my body too shall rest and
confidently dwell in safety, 10 For You will not abandon me to Sheol (the place
of the dead), neither will You suffer Your holy one [Holy One] to see corruption.
11 You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy, at
Your right hand there are pleasures forevermore.”
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Greco-Roman mindset has a workplace, sport, home and church
– mental blocks. This system sees life as a system of ethics /
value / etc.
E.g.: Hebrews believe that time is sacred – you therefore
have to redeem time.
Eph. 5:16 “16 Making the very most of the time [buying
up each opportunity], because the days are evil.”
Greco-Roman thinking would say, “I have to kill time.”

e) Spiritual Warfare
Greco-Roman philosophy has impacted the church with a mentality that the
work of restoration is complete and any evidence that is not in line with the
thinking of perfection, performance or success is as a result of the individuals
lack of faith.
The Hebraic mindset understands and accepts that we are co-workers here on
earth with a purpose to change our world for the better. Trials and tribulation
are a part of life, but we will overcome provided we rely on God’s patterns and
the leading of the Holy Spirit. God tells us how, when and what form the attack
from the kingdom of darkness will manifest (Daniel 7/8). We have been given
the strategy and plan to succeed in overcoming these initiatives of the kingdom
of darkness – the story of Esther (Purim), the story of the Maccabees
(Chanukah), etc spell this out for us.
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9. RESTORATION OF DISCIPLESHIP
a) Invitation to join
Luke 9:61 “61 Another also said, I will follow You, Lord, and become Your
disciple and side with Your party; but let me first say good-bye to those at my
home.”
Matt. 8:22 “22 But Jesus said to him, Follow (La Ha Ge Rai) Me, and leave the
dead [in sin] to bury their own dead.”
- This was the full time to divide, there is nothing more important than this
decision.
b) Sacrifice
- Rich young man
Luke 18:28-30 “28 And Peter said, See, we have left our own [things—home,
family, and business] and have followed You.
29 And He said to them, I say to you truly, there is no one who has left house or
wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God
30 Who will not receive in return many times more in this world and, in the
coming age, eternal life.”
c) Commitment
- Count the cost, we are told to think about our choice, we cannot be doubleminded.
d) The Rabbi/Teacher become like a father
- Disciples were sons; they would work to be an exact likeness of their teacher.
e) Teaching from place to place
- temple / homes / mountains / boat – any place was
accepted as suitable to stop and teach. People are more
important than places – the teacher goes to the people, i.e.
a shepherd.
f)

Inputs the community

- A good disciple will:
 change people’s lives
 take up responsibility to live a Godly life.
59

10. RESTORATION OF GOD’S FEASTS / TIME
The Greco-Roman influence on the Church has been
to remove all Hebraic feasts and to “replace” these with
Pagan related events. It is amazing that the keeping of
the real feasts are considered to be legalism, but the
maintaining of other feasts is considered an act of
worship. The Church celebrated Y’shua’s (Jesus’)
“birthday” while the only feast recorded by Him as a
remembrance is communion.
The Hebraic mindset understands that:
A.1) God has sanctified “time”.
A.2) God has defined specific dates and time as commandment to be kept
forever.
A.3) God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.
B) Keeping of the feast is an act of remembrance to remind us of God’s blessing
and provision in our lives.
C) The way in which we honour God in keeping of these
feasts must reflect our praise and worship and love for
Him.
Why do we keep the feasts?
Every anniversary is a reservoir of energy!! If we tap into
the power of God for that time we will be empowered to
prosper for the rest of the year.
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11. RESTORATION OF THE BODY OF CHRIST / COMMUNITY
LIFESTYLE
Another methodology imported from the Greco-Roman mindset is the focus on
and desire for the individual to strive for contention over matter of “principle”
instead of searching for truth.
Groups have and continue to search for words, explanations and gimmicks to
prove their points of view – This process has lead to division instead of unity.
Paul teaches against this:
Acts 17:21 “21 For the Athenians, all of them, and the foreign residents and
visitors among them spent all their leisure time in nothing except telling or
hearing something newer than the last—“
2 Tim. 2:14-16 “14 Remind [the people] of these facts and [solemnly] charge
them in the presence of the Lord to avoid petty controversy over words, which
does no good but upsets and undermines the faith of the hearers.
15 Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved
(tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly
analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the
Word of Truth.
16 But avoid all empty (vain, useless, idle) talk, for it will lead people into more
and more ungodliness.”
Hebrew thinking accepts diversity (we don’t all look alike) with unity (we serve the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) and live this out practically in our daily
relationships.
This is highlighted in this example where we compare the ministries of John the
Baptist and Y’shua (Jesus) – how radically different:
John the Baptist
Came neither eating bread or wine
Called “devil” by religious leaders
Introvert

Y’shua (Jesus)
Came eating and drinking
Called a gluttonous man by Religious
leaders
Friend of wine-lovers and sinners

Different emphasis / different focuses: Both right
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a) Individual / Community
As impact caused by Greco-Roman philosophy is the concept where the
“individual” must “go it alone”. We are encouraged to make it on our own, to
perform, to be the best at all costs. We speak of my life, my home and my
ministry. This concept is taken further when the “I” is the only one who can give
Godly direction in a church – the lone-ranger pastor or the out of church
Christians (we don’t need anyone).
Hebraic thinking speaks of a community. I am part of a family, a tribe, then of a
nation. Almost all prayer is spoken as “we” not “I”.
Paul teaches that we are the Body of Christ, different parts of the Body, which all
have a function and all are desperately needed.
1 Cor 12:13, 26-27 “13 For by [means of the personal agency of] one [Holy]
Spirit we were all, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, baptized [and by
baptism united together] into one body, and all made to drink of one [Holy] Spirit.
26 And if one member suffers, all the parts [share] the suffering; if one member is
honored, all the members [share in] the enjoyment of it.
27 Now you [collectively] are Christ’s body and [individually] you are
members of it, each part severally and distinct [each with his own place
and function].”
Y’shua (Jesus) teaches us to understand that it is “our” Father.

Individual / Community
It is right that we say “each man
must be born from above –
John 3:3
Each individual Jew had to
manifest his personal faith to paint
the blood of the lamb on the lentil
of his door.

BUT

JUST
SO

It is also right that we understand
our connection with the Body of
Christ – Col. 2:19
God summoned all the tribes and
people to stand before Him at
Mount Sinai to establish the
Covenant.

Structure in the Old Testament

Structure in the New Testament

1) Rule over 10, 50, 100, etc.

Bone / Sinew / Muscles

2) Tribes / Clans

Giftings
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The Path to the Restoration of our Roots
(back to the basis of the early church):

God’s Plan – Where we should Be!!
Body of Christ
as a Community
Spiritual
Warfare
Hebrew
Thinking
Feasts
Discipleship

One New Man
One Olive Tree
One Shepherd and One Fold
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b) Back to Paul’s Olive Tree!!

Gentiles grafted in:
Rom. 11:17 “…while you, a wild olive shoot,
were grafted in among them to share the
richness [of the root and sap] of the olive
tree,”

Roots in Hebraic
thought / principal
Paul tells us that if we (Body of Y’shua/Jesus) are arrogant (Rom. 11:20), we will
be cut off. We therefore need to repent and renew our Covenant with God.

c) Fundamental Teaching
We, the Wild Olive, are grafted into the natural olive.
We have a purpose. We need to have a lifestyle which witnesses to the Glory
of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob so that the Jewish people can be
provoked to jealousy.

d) Principle
We are not moving back to man-made traditions – but forward to:
- a living relationship with God,
- a revelational daily experience,
- a exponential growth in faith living.
We are supposed to be salt to make the Jewish people thirst for Y’shua (Jesus)
the Messiah and not a vehicle of pain and trouble.
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We also do not want you to think that we are suggesting that we focus entirely on
the outward or external manifestation rituals. Your Hebraic roots are revealed
outwardly by the inward reality of your relationship to a living God – we will
see the Fruit of the Spirit. If you have fruit – you will provide nutrition to others
who are hungry for God’s love.

e) The Bride of Y’shua (Jesus) need to bless and to be a
blessing
God is concerned with the process of extending blessing over all those who call
on His Name.
Each male/father is seen as the Priest of his family and the home is seen as a
sanctuary. Just as the Priest spoke the blessing commanded by God over the
nation, so too the father declares these words over his family.
Num. 6:24-27 “24 The Lord bless you and watch, guard, and keep you;
25 The Lord make His face to shine upon and enlighten you and be gracious
(kind, merciful, and giving favor) to you;
26 The Lord lift up His [approving] countenance upon you and give you
peace (tranquility of heart and life continually).
27 And they shall put My name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
At the same time God’s Word issued as a Covenantal promise to Abraham still
stands.
Gen. 12:3 “3 And I will bless those who bless you [who confer prosperity or
happiness upon you] and curse him who curses or uses insolent language
toward you; in you will all the families and kindred of the earth be blessed [and by
you they will bless themselves].”
The blessing stands, those who curse Israel will be cursed. A curse from a
Gentile on someone blessed by God will not stand.
However, since we have accepted Y’shua (Jesus) as Messiah and are now
grafted into the natural olive, i.e. we who are now Israelites in the Spirit need to
make sure that we keep God’s commandments to speak out the blessing over
His nation and children.
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Lets look at this scripture in some detail.
Num. 6:24-27 “24 The Lord bless you and watch, guard, and keep you;
25 The Lord make His face to shine upon and enlighten you and be gracious
(kind, merciful, and giving favor) to you;
26 The Lord lift up His [approving] countenance upon you and give you peace
(tranquility of heart and life continually).
27 And they shall put My name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
Verse 27 tells us that we will put God’s Name (Y a h w e h) on the children of
Israel and that God would bless them.
We need to know that we are carriers of the Divine Name.
Y or Yod represents the Father. This letter in the Hebrew
alphabet never touches the bottom line, it always remains at the
top. So to God the Father stays in the Heavenlies, unknown
and unrevealed to man’s naked eye.
In its picture form the yod is reflected as a hand.
God says that He controls and holds the water of the sea in
the palm of His hand.
W - Vav represents Y’shua (Jesus) the Son. The Vav in form is a yod which has
been extended to touch the bottom line. Y’shua (Jesus) came to earth to show
the nature of the Father.
It its picture form the Vov is reflected as a nail.
This so really reflects the fact that Y’shua (Jesus) died on the cross to
atone for sin and restore man to His potential for blessing.
H – heh represents the Holy Spirit. In order to pronounce this letter one needs to
breathe out. So too the Holy Spirit breathes out on us to fill us with the power of
life.
In its picture form the heh is represented by a
window.
The Holy Spirit allows us to see into the heavenlies
and to speak to God.
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When God made the covenant with Abram, He required that their names be
changed by adding a part of God’s Name to theirs. The letter added was the
“hey (h)”. Take note the Holy Spirit was added to their names:
Abram – Abraham
Sarai – Sarah
Just so we have had the power of the Holy Spirit added to our lives. With this
power we have to bless:
1) The Lord (Yahweh, the Father) bless you and keep you. In Hebrew this is
written with 3 words – the number associated with DIVINE.
2) The Lord (Yahweh, Y’shua/Jesus – the Son) shine His face upon you and
be gracious to you. In Hebrew this is written with 5 words – the number
associated with GRACE.
3) The Lord (Yahweh, the Holy Spirit) turn His Face toward you and give you
peace. In Hebrew this is written with 7 words, the number associated with
the number of perfection – seen in the Menorah.
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12. RECONCILIATION ARE YOU GOING TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE?
On one hand we have God’s people the Jewish Nation.
On the other, we have the Bride of Y’shua (Jesus).
Those of us who want to provoke the Jews to jealousy – to see Y’shua (Jesus)
as Messiah – and to restore the Kingdom so that He can return, must live as One
New Man / the olive tree – the interface / interaction between the two groups.

One New Man –
Olive Tree

Jews

Bride of
Y’shua

We need to be disciples; we need to reflect God’s words, ways, will and
commandments. We need to live within a community relationship where
supernatural things are happening. As the Jewish people see this reality – they
will see Y’shua (Jesus).
Rom. 11:15 “15 For if their rejection and exclusion from the benefits of salvation
were [overruled] for the reconciliation of a world to God, what will their
acceptance and admission mean? [It will be nothing short of] life from the
dead!”
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We have a common goal:
-

One New Man
One Olive Tree
One Shepherd and One Fold

Both Jew and Christian / New Born Believer are supposed to focus on this goal:

Jew

God’s Plan

Body of Christ

Y’shua

While we focus only on the goal we are only able to make small course
adjustment that we hope will be correct. It’s almost like sending a man to the
moon – a slight mistake early-on can have major deviation later.
The only way to make sure of the adjustment needed is for us to face each
other, to move closer and to reconcile.
Together we will get to the New Jerusalem!!
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In closing, after these curses have been dealt with and broken, it is very
important to restore BLESSINGS ... we want to encourage fathers to take this
calling seriously, and to begin BLESSING their families according to the
Commandment of the LORD that the priests bless with the following
blessing ...

The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
25 The LORD make his face shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The
LORD lift up his countenance upon thee,
and give thee peace.”

The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation1

"YHVH will kneel before you presenting
gifts, and He will guard you with a hedge of
protection, YHVH will illuminate the
wholeness of His Being toward you,
bringing order, and He will provide you with
love, sustenance, and friendship, YHVH will
lift up the wholeness of His Being and look
upon you, and He will set in place all you
need to be whole and complete."

*Transla(on*by*Jeﬀ*A.*Benner,*for*more*informa(on,*please*see*h9p://
www.ancient?hebrew.org/12_blessing.html*

The Priestly Blessing1

`^r<ñm÷.v.yIw> hwhy ^k.÷rñ<b'y>
and may he guard you

the LORD

may he bless you

May the LORD2 bless you3 and keep you4

`&'Nñ<xuywI ^yl,ñae wyn"P' hwhy raey"
and show you favor

on you

his face

the LORD

May he shine

May the LORD make His face5 shine6 upon you and be gracious7 to you

`~Alv' ^l. ~fey"w> ^ylñ,ae wyn"P' hwhy aF'yI
peace

for you

and establish

on you

his face

the LORD

may he lift up

May the LORD lift up8 his face to you and give you peace9
1

This blessing is (ritually) recited (by the kohanim) during synagogue services during Nesiat Kapayim ("the Raising of the
Hands"), though it is also recited over children on Friday night before the start of the Shabbat meal or as a bedtime blessing.
2
The name YHVH (hwhy) represents God's attributes of love and mercy (~ymix]r:h; tD"m)i , in contradistiction to the name Elohim
(~yhil{a)/ , which represents God's attribute of justice and power as our Creator.
3
hk'r"B. (b'rachah). Jewish tradition considers this both material and spiritual prosperity. Pirkei Avot 3:15 says, "If there is no
flour, there is no Torah," by which is meant that material benefits are intended to help you pursue study of Torah. The first
occurrence of the word "blessing" in the Scriptures pertains to pru urvu (Wbr>W WrP.), "be fruitful and multiply" (Gen. 1:22).
4
rm;v' (shamar): To guard, protect, heed, as in the exercise of diligent care. Only God has the power to secure the conferred
blessing and keep it from turning sour or from fading away.
5
The word for "face" (~ynIP') is plural with the 3rd person singular ending. It is considered metaphorical since God is
incorporeal. The plural form is thought by some to indicate God's revealed and hidden attributes in creation.
6
The hiphil verb (raey") comes from the word "light" (rAa), and is thought to refer to God's wisdom. "May God enlighten you"
with His wisdom, i.e., the Divine Light that preceded the work of creation (Gen. 1:3).
7
May God grant you grace or favor (!xe), i.e., to understand the "breadth and length and height and depth" of God's love (Eph.
3:18). Grace refers to the bestowal of an undeserved gift. The blessing is bestowed even though unearned or unmerited.
8
Since one's face is an indication of the heart's attitude, Rashi says that this means God will suppress His anger by "looking at
you" (if God is angry at you, He "turns His face away" and refuses to admit your presence). The "lifting of face" also
pictures God lifting you up as a father might lift up his child in joy. The "showing of face" indicates spiritual intimacy.
9
All of the other blessings are useless without the establishment of inner peace, and therefore it is the seal of the blessing.
Shalom (~Alv') is not simply the absence of strife, but a balance and harmony between the finite and infinite, the temporal
and the eternal, the material and the spiritual realms. Shalom is a gift from Sar Shalom (~Alv' rf;), the Prince of Peace.
Birkat Kohanim: Num. 6:24-26
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