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The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
25 The LORD make his face shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The
LORD lift up his countenance upon thee,
and give thee peace.”
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation

"Yahweh will kneel before you presenting
gifts, and He will guard you with a hedge
of protection, Yahweh will illuminate the
wholeness of His Being toward you,
bringing order, and He will provide you
with love, sustenance, and friendship,
Yahweh will lift up the wholeness of His
Being and look upon you, and He will set
in place all you need to be whole and
complete."
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What is all this
“new moon”
business?
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Keeping in step with God’s
Calendar …
Celebrating “Rosh Chodesh” [New Moon].
We are truly in an exciting time of the restoration of all things.
Acts 3:21 “21 Whom heaven must receive [and retain] until the time for the
complete restoration of all that God spoke by the mouth of all His holy
prophets for ages past [from the most ancient time in the memory of man].”

Part of this restoration has been a return of God’s People to His Calendar.
Does God really want us to keep a monthly appointment with Him at Rosh
Chodesh [New Moon]?

Why?
And if so, how would we celebrate?
6

What is the physical and spiritual meaning of this timing?
These are some of the questions we will be answering in this article.

God’s Calendar …
Did you know that God has
ordained for us a Calendar,
ordered and timed using His
Time-Clock?
Why is this
important? We will answer
this question later in the
article … and what an
awesome answer it is!
From the very beginning,
God set out His Calendar,
His Way of keeping time:
Genesis 1:3-5 “3 And God said, Let there be light; and there was light. 4
And God saw that the light was good (suitable, pleasant) and He approved it;
and God separated the light from the darkness. [II Cor. 4:6.] 5 And God
called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, one day.”
Read through the Creation account
carefully, and you will note that in
God’s Reckoning of Time, days
begin in the evening 1.
As the
account continues – particularly in
the original language – we will see
the reason for God’s Creation of
the “lights” …
Genesis 1:14 “14 And God said,
Let there be lights in the expanse
of the heavens to separate the
day from the night, and let them
be signs and tokens [of God’s
provident care], and [to mark]
seasons, days, and years,
[Gen. 8:22.]”
What does this mean? Let’s have a closer look in the original text …

1 According

to God’s Calendar, a day is from sunset to the following sunset, evening

to evening.
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•

Signs:

Strong’s Hebrew 226: oth (16d); from 184; a sign:— banners(1), omens(1),
pledge(1), sign(43), signs(30), standards(1), witness(1), wondrous(1).
This word – oth – has the full meaning of being

a signal, a flag, or

beacon.

•

Seasons:

Strong’s Hebrew 4150: moed (417b); from 3259; appointed time, place, or meeting:
— appointed(3), appointed feast(3), appointed feasts(11), appointed festival(2),
appointed meeting place(1), appointed place(1), appointed sign(1), appointed
time(21), appointed times(8), appointment(1), assembly(2), definite time(1), feasts(2),
festal assemblies(1), fixed festivals(3), meeting(147), meeting place(1), meeting
places(1), season(4), seasons(3), set time(1), time(3), times(1), times appointed(1).
This word – mo’ed – has the full meaning of being a specific appointment or
festival where we convene for a purpose.
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•

Days:

Strong’s Hebrew 3117 yom (398a); a prim. root; day:— afternoon (1), age(8),
age(1), all(1), always(14), amount(2), battle(1), birthday(1), Chronicles(38),
completely(1), continually(14), course(1), daily(22), daily the days(1), day(1115), day
of the days(1), day that the period(1), day’s(6), day’s every day(1), daylight(1),
days(635), days on the day(1), days to day(1), days you shall daily(1), days ago(1),
days’(11), each(1), each day(4), entire(2), eternity(1), evening(1), ever in your life(1),
every day(2), fate(1), first(5), forever(11), forevermore(1), full(5), full year(1),
future(1), holiday(3), later(2), length(1), life(12), life(1), lifetime(2), lifetime(1),
live(1), long(2), long as i live(1), long(11), midday(1), now(5), older(1), once(2),
period(3), perpetually(2), present(1), recently(1), reigns(1), ripe(1), short-lived(1), so
long(1), some time(1), survived(2), time(45), time(1), times(2), today(172), today(1),
usual(1), very old(1), when(10), when the days(1), whenever(1), while(3), whole(2),
year(10), yearly(5), years(13), yesterday(1).
The word – yom – means “a
•

space of time”.

Years:

shanah (1040a); from 8132; a year:— annual (1), annually(2), annually*(4),
count(2), every year(2), length(3), 0life(1), year(318), yearling(2), yearly(1),
years(451), years the year(1).
This word – shanah – means “a

revolution of time”.

God tells us that the sun and the moon are flags waving at us everyday,
declaring His Commitment and calling us to meet with Him regularly so that
we can be blessed. In addition, these “lights” are also markers in His
Calendar.
We are able to meet with God anytime of the day or night. However, God has
set out specific and special Appointments – filled with purpose – to meet with
His People.
Rosh Chodesh [New Moon] – as well as the other Appointed Times [Feasts] –
is a special time when God wants to be with us. It’s a Divine Appointment!
As we study, you will see how important the moon – and particularly the New
Moon – is to the timing of God’s Calendar.

.prim.primary, primitive
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Rosh Chodesh: A new moon, a new month.
Psalm 104:19 “19 [The Lord] appointed the moon for the seasons; the sun
knows [the exact time of] its setting.”

Practically in the physical domain …
In order to fully understand God’s Calendar, we need to run
through a quick science lesson.
It takes about 29.5 days for the moon to orbit the earth. During
each lunar orbit – moon cycle – the moon’s appearance changes
from not visibly illuminated, through partially illuminated, to fully
illuminated … and back again to partially illuminated, and to not
illuminated. Then the cycle starts all over again.

Although today we can scientifically calculate the date of “new moon” – this is
actually the date on which there is no moon visible – according to God’s
Calendar, it is the sighting of the first sliver – Rosh Chodesh – that marks the
new month.
Just as an interesting side note … the
moon is about 400 times smaller
than the sun, but it is also about 400
times closer. Because of this, both
these “lights” appear to be about the
same size in the sky. Just as the
Scriptures say:
Genesis 1:16 “16 And God made
the two great lights—the greater
light (the sun) to rule the day and
the lesser light (the moon) to rule
the night. He also made the stars.”
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Determining the Hebrew year …

One of the greatest freedoms is coming to a place of understanding that God
is All Powerful and All Wisdom, and that as men, we do not need to have
answers for every question.
Those of us who are detail-oriented want God to be precise so that we would
know exactly what to do. Those of us who are comfortable with a bigger
picture or broader scenario can live with a degree of uncertainty.
However, we are created for a personal and intimate relationship with our
Father ... this is precisely why God decreed that Feasts and so forth would be
based on the sighting of the moon in various stages. This process of sighting
has a number of factors to consider:
We each have to make a concerted effort to look at God’s Creation.
Those who merely follow the calendar will never have the same sense
of intimacy and expectation. After all, the date is set in concrete!
The moon is “far away” from this earth.
At the time when the
Commandment was given, man did not have computers, telescopes,
and such technology. Instead they used the naked eye and relied on a
clear sky! From this distance the “fullness” of the moon is very difficult
to estimate for a period of one or two days. This highlights an
important issue. it is therefore clear that it cannot be this physical
“estimate” only, but includes the revelation [spiritually] by someone that
has an intimate walk with God.
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God commands that we neither add or subtract from His Word. We
therefore have to open our hearts to hear from Him as to when and
how we keep these Commandments, and must be careful not to be
swayed by the thoughts of modern-day man.

Determining the time of a Feast ...
Modern-day technology has made the exact calculation of the time of the full
moon possible. Clearly though if God had this precision in mind, He would
have found a way to tell us years ago. Remember, as mention previously, this
is a matter for those individuals who have an intimate walk with God, to know
the time. This dependency on God and sense of anticipation disappears
when we know with absolute certainty the date and time. So too does our
sense of awe of God.

We are aware of two teachings which have caused some degree of confusion
in regards to the calendar dates. In both cases, there is a degree of truth in
the assertions, but we submit to you that both draw the attention away from
God [Holy] to that of the actions of man [Common].

The teaching of the Equinox ...
God’s Word is clear ... we are celebrating Feasts in conjugation with times of
harvest and agriculture. It therefore is logical to put this timetable into the
season of the year of sowing and reaping namely the seasons of spring,
summer, and autumn.
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Deuteronomy 16:13 “13 You shall observe the Feast of Tabernacles or
Booths for seven days after you have gathered in from your threshing floor
and wine vat.”
A Scripture which points or alludes to the change of seasons, or the equinox,
and which highlights this makes reference to Sukkot [Feasts of Tabernacles].
Exodus 34:22 “22 You shall observe the Feast of Weeks, the firstfruits of the
wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year’s end.”
The wording to describe “at
the year’s end” is found in
various records as:
➡ Circuit of the year,
➡ Turning of the
season,
➡ Going out of the
year.
Clearly this highlights a
synchronization of God’s
Seasons [spring/autumn]
with the cycle of the
moon calendar. It does
not however date the
Feast.
Of particular
importance here is the fact
that we need a combination of factors:
The moon,
The turning of the season,
And the gathered harvest.
Exodus 23:16 “16 Also you shall keep the Feast of Harvest [Pentecost],
[acknowledging] the firstfruits of your toil, of what you sow in the field. And
[third] you shall keep the Feast of Ingathering [Booths or Tabernacles] at the
end of the year, when you gather in the fruit of your labors from the field.”

The teaching of the Aviv ...
This teaching attempts to couple the Feast largely to the sighting of the barley
crop which must be at a specific state in order to be acceptable. The
Scripture which is used is ...
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Exodus 13:4 “4 This day you go forth in the month Abib.”
Here you will see that the focus is on the wording “the Abib” changing the
meaning from the month to the state of the “ripeness of the barley harvest”.
Now there is no doubt that the word Abib defines a state of the harvest. We
see this set out in ...
Exodus 9:31-32 “31 The flax and the barley were smitten and ruined, for the
barley was in the ear and the flax in bloom. 32 But the wheat and spelt
[another wheat] were not smitten, for they ripen late and were not grown up
yet.”

We can see that the barley was probably ripe and therefore susceptible to
damage, while the wheat [dark] was still green and growing and could
therefore regenerate itself and produce a harvest.
Many arguments and counter arguments are raised:
There was no barley during the period in the Wilderness,
There is an annual harvest of voluntary [wild] barley every year in
Israel.
Is this then the issue? No. God has set the timing of the Feasts and does so
by:
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1. Defining the timetable by the heavens.
Genesis 1:14-19 “14 And God said, Let there be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be signs and
tokens [of God’s provident care], and [to mark] seasons, days, and years,
[Gen. 8:22.] 15 And let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light
upon the earth. And it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the
greater light (the sun) to rule the day and the lesser light (the moon) to rule
the night. He also made the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of
the heavens to give light upon the earth, 18 To rule over the day and over the
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good (fitting, pleasant) and He approved it. 19 And there was evening and
there was morning, a fourth day.”

2.Keeping the timetable as a heavenly matter.
Man is required to tend and keep the garden. We are required to work in the
fields. We are required to bring a firstfruits offering and the harvest of our
work.
Leviticus 23:10-14 “10 Tell the Israelites, When you have come into the land
I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of
your harvest to the priest. 11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord,
that you may be accepted; on the next day after the Sabbath the priest shall
wave it [before the Lord]. 12 You shall offer on the day when you wave the
sheaf a male lamb a year old without blemish for a burnt offering to the Lord.
13 Its cereal offering shall be two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with
oil, an offering made by fire to the Lord for a sweet, pleasing, and satisfying
fragrance; and the drink offering of it [to be poured out] shall be of wine, a
fourth of a hin. 14 And you shall eat neither bread nor parched grain nor
green ears, until this same day when you have brought the offering of
your God; it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your
houses.”
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It seems to be clear ...
Man cannot work to meet God’s Standard. We live by faith. To that
end, the Feast day cannot possibly be subject to man and his decisions
of when and how he will plant barley.
God’s Feasts are determined by God’s Calendar, leaving us with some
degree of uncertainty and therefore having to walk by faith on the
prompting of the Holy Spirit.
Man needs to make a choice. Does he want to be ready and on time when
the Feast day comes, with his sheaves of barley, ready to be waved before
God? Or is he lazy, less diligent, and out of sync with God? Living a life
where he choses not to sh’ma God’s Word?

Man’s actions [works of the flesh] cannot determine
God’s Calendar.
Man’s actions of obedience, by being diligent with the action of sowing and
reaping will bring about a firstfruit offering, on time, before God. The man who
misses the firstfruit and Pesach, associated with deliverance, will not be in the
cycle to experience the blessing of the firstfruit associated with Shavuot and
Sukkot.
Below is a quick re-cap of God’s Reckoning of Time:
•

Day
o Evening to evening

•

Week
o Seven-day2 cycle. Six days work, seventh day [Shabbat] rest.

•

Month
o Sighting of the first sliver, Rosh Chodesh.

•

Year
o Begins at sunset in Jerusalem, on the evening of the first
potentially visible crescent moon nearest to the Hebrew day of
the spring equinox.

So … why is this important?
2

It is interesting to point out … with every other aspect of God’s Calendar, there is
some physical cycle or signal – the sun, moon, seasons, and so forth – to determine
the Calendar. However, why we have a seven-day week – with one day of rest – is
entirely because that is how God determined it.
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If we do not know how to tell time according to God’s Clock, how will be know
when His Appointments are set to occur? We may miss our Divine Date with
the LORD! I sure don’t want to miss out!3
Another interesting side note … the Book of Isaiah foretells of a great
pilgrimage to Jerusalem after the End of Days when Y’shua will be reigning
upon the earth as Israel’s Savior and Messiah. God’s Calendar will still be in
use!
Isaiah 66:23 “23 And it shall be that from one New Moon to another New
Moon and from one Sabbath to another Sabbath, all flesh shall come to
worship before Me, says the Lord.”

So important is God’s Calendar that it was the very first commandment given
to the children of Israel. After being delivered from the bondage of Egypt, the
people were to sanctify the New Moon, set their clocks by God’s Timetable,
and cut themselves off from the sun worship of the pagans.

3

We do not have time to delve too deeply into the prophetic significance of God’s
Calendar, but in the times we are living, keeping in step with God’s Calendar and
Feasts is of the utmost importance. Every Feast was – and is – a prophetic
declaration, a foreshadow. The spring Feasts – Pesach [Passover], Chag Matzot
[Unleavened Bread], and Shavuot [Pentecost] – have been fulfilled exactly as
foreshadowed. We not celebrate these in joy and remembrance. It is the fall Feasts –
Yom Teruah [Day of Trumpets], Yom Kippur [Day of Atonement], and Sukkot [Feast
of Tabernacles] that are still to be fulfilled.
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What a beautiful picture! Here the LORD has delivered His People from
Egypt, washed [mikvah] them in the Red Sea, restored them to Himself …
and now He is even restoring the Calendar!
Exodus 12:2 “2 This month shall be to you the beginning of months, the first
month of the year to you.”
There is another stunning picture here. The emergence of the moon – from
darkness to light – is a picture of God’s Plan for our deliverance from
darkness to light. We all start off in the darkness of this world, under the
rulership of satan. At some point in time we choose to return to God, and in
the process His Light – the Life of the Messiah – flows into our spiritman.
Isaiah 60:2 “2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and dense
darkness [all] peoples, but the Lord shall arise upon you [O Jerusalem], and
His glory shall be seen on you.”
You see, God creates light out of darkness.

God’s Light will always displace darkness, will always bring clarity and sight in
the place of murkiness, and vision and purpose in the place of chaos. We
grow from Glory unto Glory!
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2 Corinthians 3:18 “18 And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we]
continued to behold [in the Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the Lord,
are constantly being transfigured into His very own image in ever increasing
splendor and from one degree of glory to another; [for this comes] from the
Lord [Who is] the Spirit.”
One last point to consider before we move on … why use the moon to
determine the Calendar? The LORD wants everyone to come to Him. He
desires that all those who seek Him and His Ways be able to follow. What
bigger clock can you find but the moon? By using this giant marker, everyone
can know and follow God’s Appointed Times. It is like having a massive clock
in the sky, every night!

Patterns and Cycles of the Creator …
Hebrews 8:5 “5 [But these offer] service [merely] as a pattern and as a
foreshadowing of [what has its true existence and reality in] the heavenly
sanctuary. For when Moses was about to erect the tabernacle, he was warned
by God, saying, See to it that you make it all [exactly] according to the copy
(the model) which was shown to you on the mountain. [Exod. 25:40.]”
Throughout the Scriptures we see that God is a God of cycles and patterns,
both in the physical and the spiritual. These cycles can be found in almost
every principle:
•

God’s Calendar – cycle of the weeks,

•

Feasts of the LORD,

•

Jubilee,
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•

Agricultural – sowing and reaping,

•

Prophecy,

•

The Tabernacle,

•

And so forth.

1 Chronicles 23:31 “31 And to assist in offering all burnt sacrifices to the
Lord on Sabbaths, New Moon festivals, and set feast days by number
according to the ordinance concerning them, continually before the Lord.”
The Hebrew word for “order” is:
Strong’s Hebrew 4150: mishpat (1048b); from 8199; judgment:— arrangements(1),
case(5), case(1), cause(7), charge(1), claim(1), court(2), crimes(1), custom(11),
customs(2), decide(1), decision(2), decisions(1), deserving(1), destruction(1), due(1),
injustice(2), judge(1), judged(1), judgment(62), judgments(40), just(4), justice(118),
justly(3), kind(1), manner(3), matters of justice(1), mode of life(1), order(1),
ordinance(29), ordinances(79), plan(1), plans(1), practice(1), procedure(4),
properly(2), regulation(1), right(8), rightful place(1), rights(2), rule(1), sentence(2),
sentenced(1), standard(1), trial(1), unjustly(1), verdict(1), way prescribed(2), what is
right(2), worthy(1).
This word – mishpat – has the full meaning of “a particular right, privilege in
order to receive, to receive favorable justice”.
Throughout the Torah
[Word], the LORD is very
specific concerning His
Cycles and Patterns. I
encourage you to do a
study on the Wilderness
Tabernacle.
Down to
even the smallest detail,
there are prophetic and
symbolic declarations to
Messiah, our relationship
with the LORD, our
manner in worship, and
good things to come.
God charged the people
again and again to follow
His Ways and Patterns to
the exact specifications
… because as in the
physical, so in the
spiritual.
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The LORD changes not … “I am the Aleph Tav”.4
Strange Fire.
A teaching is prevalent today that declares that the Old Testament [Torah or
Law] has been done away with and replaced by the New Testament [faith].
This teaching is false. We cover various aspects of this debate in other
teachings and booklets 5. It is however critical to emphasize the fact that
God’s Word is everlasting and His Principles and Commandments are still in
force today.

A Hebraic Perspective.
Regularly throughout the Scriptures we are told that God is the same …
yesterday, today, tomorrow, and forever. This is encapsulated in the concept
of a never ending cycle of time. “In the beginning” and “the end” are in reality
the exact same spot or position in time.

4 Aleph

[Exodus 12:2] is the first letter in the Hebrew alphabet; Tav [Isaiah 66:22-23]
is the last. In Greek, this would be the Alpha and Omega … the beginning and the
end.
5

For additional study, please see the book “Law vs. Grace”, available as a free
download from the website or for order from the office.
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It is therefore not surprising to see our journey after redemption and
deliverance begin by a sign – in this case the moon – and to then find that
exact sign defining the End Times. Again, this confirms the understanding
that God’s Calendar is prophetic.

Aleph:
In the beginning, the
LORD establishes
His Calendar ...
Genesis 1:14 “14
And God said, Let
there be lights in
the expanse of the
heavens
to
separate the day
from the night, and
let them be signs
and tokens [of
God’s provident
care], and [to mark]
seasons, days,
and years, [Gen.
8:22.]”
Exodus 12:2 “2
This month shall
be to you the
beginning of
months, the first
month of the year
to you.”

Tav:
In the end, God’s Calendar will remain ...
Isaiah 66:22-23 “22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will
make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your
name remain. 23 And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to
another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship
before me, saith the LORD.”
Once again, we see the Cycles of the LORD. He never changes! He is the
Aleph-Tav!
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Prophetic declaration of End Times ...
The Appointed Times and Feasts – including Rosh Chodesh – are prophetic
declarations. Another way to explain this is the example of “windows” in time.
The Rosh Chodesh [New Moon] points to the Messiah in His Glory. In this
“window” of time, the Gates of Heaven are opened! Where do we see this?
In the Book of Ezekiel we see an awesome revelation, that on the New Moon
the Gate of the Inner Courts is opened.
Ezekiel 46:1-3 “1 Thus saith the Lord GOD; The gate of the inner court that
looketh toward the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the sabbath
it shall be opened, and in the day of the new moon it shall be opened. 2
And the prince shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate without, and
shall stand by the post of the gate, and the priests shall prepare his burnt
offering and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold of the
gate: then he shall go forth; but the gate shall not be shut until the evening. 3
Likewise the people of the land shall worship at the door of this gate
before the LORD in the sabbaths and in the new moons.”

Paul tells us that the physical temple is a pattern of the actual Tabernacle in
Heaven made by God.
Hebrews 9:24 “24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear
in the presence of God for us:”
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We need to remember that Messiah will enter from the east.
Ezekiel 43:4 “4 And the glory of the Lord entered the temple by the gate
facing east.”
The east gate of Jerusalem was blocked by the Muslims centuries ago. This
gate – a double gate now called the Golden Gate – will not be blocked when
our Messiah returns from the Mount of Olives which lies directly to the east,
across the small Kidron Valley. In the Last Days, we will see this gate opened
up!

God’s Cycles of Time …
We need to know precisely when the Rosh Chodesh [New Moon] is sighted
as this is critical to the order of the mo’edim, or Appointed Times commanded
by the LORD. In fact, the entire Hebrew calendar is dependent upon knowing
when Rosh Chodesh is, as this information calibrates the Set Times for the
rest of the year.

We have need to have a starting point. In this case, it is a second hand on
the watch. As the sixty seconds count by, we have two cycles. One cycle of
seconds, and a new cycle of minutes. This cycle continues into other
dimensions of time, adding up to hours, days, and weeks.
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For clarification, it is important to emphasize that the Hebrew reckoning of a
day is set out in Genesis 1:8. The day begins at sunset, and ends with the
following sunset. Pictorially, this came be shown as follows:
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The Rosh Chodesh starts off a new cycle of days and weeks, and calibrates
the cycle of months. As each month arrives, we are attuned to the timing of
God’s Feasts as prophetic rehearsals of worship.

As each cycle of Feasts is completed, we move into a cycle of years. Every
cycle of seven years defines a shittim year, a time of “rest” for the land.
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The completion of each cycle of seven years sets in motion a cycle of sevenyear periods. This is what we have been waiting for … the ultimate – and
soon coming – year of jubilee, bringing the final restoration of all things 6.

The Jubilee Year represents the restoration of law, order, justice, peace,
freedom, prosperity and harmony in the universe. That is, the restoration of
all things in Hebraic though.
The Messiah said in Matthew
17:10-13 that the restoration of all
things was linked with the coming of
Elijah.
Peter prophesied in Acts
3:19-23 that the heavens would not
receive the Messiah of Israel until
the time of the restoration of all
things, or Jubilee.
The lesson is clear. If you do not
complete one cycle, then you
cannot initiate the subsequent
higher dimension cycle!
God’s Desire is that we are
catapulted from one level – one
cycle – to another. At the same
time, we need to stop at these
times so that our spiritman can be
energized by the “vision” of what
lies ahead of us. Each cycle is
also in itself a shadow of preparation, just
as the Feasts are [or were] Foreshadows of good things to come.

6

It is very exciting to note that many voices, including both orthodox Jews and
followers of Messiah, are predicting that 2017 – which is a jubilee year – is the
Messianic Jubilee.
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Calling for the leaders [fathers] and the whole
household to worship …
Most of God’s Appointed Times [Feasts] were dependent to a large degree on
the Levites and priests. In this Appointed Time – the Rosh Chodesh – the
focus is clearly on the fathers and leaders to open the way, and to take the
family with them to worship God.
Remember … it’s not to worship the moon, but the specific time of the moon’s
cycle that sets in place a meeting directly with God.

God calls the princes [the leaders of the tribe] – in today’s terms, this would
be the father of the household – to bring an offering and to make atonement:
•

Sin offering,

•

Grain offering,

•

Burnt offering,

•

Peace offering,

… every month at the specific time for the House of Israel.
Ezekiel 45:17 “17 And it shall be the prince’s part to furnish [from the
contributions of the people] the burnt offerings, meal offerings, and drink
offerings at the feasts and on the New Moons and on the Sabbaths, at all the
appointed feasts of the house of Israel. He shall prepare and make the sin
offering, the meal offering, the burnt offering, and the peace offerings to make
atonement for, bringing forgiveness and reconciliation to, the house of Israel.”
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This tells us that we have to be studying the heavenlies, we have to be
watchmen on the walls, to see when the time will be just right. As believers,
we need to be vigilant, awake [not sleeping], and ready to move, to sound the
trumpet.
In ancient Israel, the people would watch for the first sliver of the moon.
When it was sighted, the watchers would report the sighting to the Sanhedrin.
Upon the confirmation of two witnesses, the announcement would go forth
that the Rosh Chodesh was sighted, and the new month had begun. This
sighting was of critical importantance, particularly for Yom Teruah [Feast of
Trumpets], which begins on the first day [Rosh Chodesh] of the seventh
month.

As the announcement was called out – “Rosh Chodesh!” – in ancient Israel,
so too we have to be ready to go before God with our offering.
Modern-day man structures his life around many things: sports, pay-day,
work, weekends, and so forth.
However, as followers of Messiah, we
structure our monthly cycles [or paths] of meeting with God in terms of the
New Moon.
Remember, the Gate [Door] of the Tabernacle in the Inner Court was shut for
six days of the week, except for Shabbat [the Seventh Day] and the day of
Rosh Chodesh [New Moon].
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As soon as the prince [father] has made the sacrifice then … “the people of
the land will worship there”.
Ezekiel 46:1-3 “1 THUS SAYS the Lord God: The gate of the inner court that
faces east shall be shut during the six working days, but on the Sabbath it
shall be opened, and also on the day of the New Moon it shall be opened. 2
And the prince shall enter by the porch or vestibule of the gate from without
and shall stand by the sidepost of the gate. The priests shall prepare and offer
his burnt offering and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the
threshold of the gate. Then he shall go out, but the gate shall not be shut until
evening. 3 The people of the land shall worship at the entrance of that gate
before the Lord on the Sabbaths and on the New Moons.”

How did the
Israelites celebrate
the Rosh Chodesh?
A study of the life and
times of the Israelites give
us a number of clues to
describe how they
celebrated the New Moon
festival.
As we study
these, we need to be
asking ourselves … how
can these things be
interpreted in today’s
terms.
Ask the Holy
Spirit to reveal to you
how you should be going
about your worship at
this time.
1.We

worship God.

The people stand at the
gate of the Tabernacle – in front of God’s
Face – to worship, praise, sing, and declare His Glory.
Ezekiel 40:44 “44 Then the man [an angel] led me [from without] into the
inner court, and behold, there were two chambers in the inner court: one
beside the north gate but facing the south, and one beside the south gate but
looking toward the north.”
Ezekiel 46:3 “3 The people of the land shall worship at the entrance of that
gate before the Lord on the Sabbaths and on the New Moons.”
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Worship is not only praise, but also means that we will engage in prayer and
intercession. Our prayers will become an incense offering before God. Sweet
incense is petitional prayer!
2 Chronicles 2:4 “4 Behold, I am about to build a house for the Name of the
Lord my God, dedicated to Him for the burning of incense of sweet spices
before Him, for the continual showbread, and for the burnt offerings morning
and evening, on the Sabbaths, New Moons, and on the solemn feasts of the
Lord our God, as ordained forever for Israel.”
Revelation 5:8 “8 And when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders [of the heavenly Sanhedrin] prostrated themselves
before the Lamb. Each was holding a harp (lute or guitar), and they had
golden bowls full of incense (fragrant spices and gums for burning), which are
the prayers of God’s people (the saints).”
2.

We bring an offering ... the fathers lead.

nasi (672b); from 5375; one lifted up, a chief, prince:— chief(2), chiefs(2),
leader(43), leaders(32), officials(1), prince(30), prince’s(1), princes(10), ruler(2),
rulers(3).
2 Chronicles 2:4 “4 Behold, I am about to build a house for the Name of the
Lord my God, dedicated to Him for the burning of incense of sweet spices
before Him, for the continual showbread, and for the burnt offerings morning
and evening, on the Sabbaths, New Moons, and on the solemn feasts of the
Lord our God, as ordained forever for Israel.”
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The prince – father, leaders, and people – would burn incense before God
during this time. We – each one of us – are the “Altar of Incense” before God
now that the veil has been torn. Every prayer, intercession, and petition that
we bring, together with the sacrifice of laying down our will to His
Commandments, causes the smoke to rise up to God’s Nostrils. This is the
sweet aroma of His People!

Fathers who have fully submitted their lives to God will role-model a lifestyle
of walking in God’s Paths.
Jeremiah 6:16 “16 Thus says the Lord: Stand by the roads and look; and ask
for the eternal paths, where the good, old way is; then walk in it, and you will
find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk in it!”
Isaiah 2:3 “3 And many people shall come and say, Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us
His ways and that we may walk in His paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the
law and instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”
At Rosh Chodesh, we know what has happened these past twenty-nine days.
We don’t know what lies ahead … but we do know that God is the Senior
Partner in our Covenant and therefore we can give Him an offering of love.
Ezra 3:5 “5 And after that, the continual burnt offering, the offering at the New
Moon, and at all the appointed feasts of the Lord, and the offerings of
everyone who made a freewill offering to the Lord.”
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It is critical that we know why we give the offering.
God makes it a
Commandment that we will recognize that “this” month is the beginning of
months for us. What is this “beginning”?
We have just been taken from under Pharaoh [Satan’s] authority, delivered
from a pagan and occultic world, and set free from the power of slavery.
Our “beginning” is therefore that moment in time when we are set free to walk
in total freedom of choice. If we make God our Partner, and are obedient with
this offering and sacrifice, then we have aligned with the Kingdom of God as
an adopted son of the promise. we have become Israelites by rebirth.
It is the beginning of a new life in Messiah. Because the “counting” of this
month has been put into your lap ... you walk in revelation, understanding that
God renews His creation in you on a daily basis.
3.

We reconcile with one another.

It is time to reconcile with one another. One of the greatest needs today, is
that we should recognize when we have hurt or harmed someone else, make
restitution, ask forgiveness and walk in love with one another.
The worldly spirit of Greco-Roman thinking – of superiority, slavery, and
submission – leads to pride and a separation of people.
Nehemiah 10:33 “33 For the showbread; for the continual cereal offerings
and burnt offerings; [for the offerings on] the Sabbaths, the New Moons, the
set feasts; for the holy things, for the sin offerings to make atonement for
Israel; and for all the work of the house of our God.”
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2 Chronicles 31:3 “3 King Hezekiah’s personal contribution was for the burnt
offerings: [those] of morning and evening, for the Sabbaths, for the New
Moons, and for the appointed feasts, as written in the Law of the Lord.”
Isaiah 1:13 “13 Bring no more offerings of vanity (emptiness, falsity, vainglory,
and futility); [your hollow offering of] incense is an abomination to Me; the New
Moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot endure—[it is]
iniquity and profanation, even the solemn meeting.”
Indeed, we truly reconcile when we come before God in prayer, travail on
behalf of others, in exactly the same way that Y’shua is doing for us at this
very moment.
1 John 2:1-2 “MY LITTLE children, I write you these things so that you may
not violate God’s law and sin. But if anyone should sin, we have an Advocate
(One Who will intercede for us) with the Father—[it is] Jesus Christ [the all]
righteous [upright, just, Who conforms to the Father’s will in every purpose,
thought, and action].”
4.

We have a huge party!

Rosh Chodesh is a time of great joy. In fact, all the Feasts are times of great
celebration and rejoicing. Every Festival put in place by God was designed as
a meeting time of specific importance. Each Feast was a Pattern. Today, we
rejoice and celebrate the Feasts that have been fulfilled … and rejoice in the
Feasts coming, as they are Foreshadows of good things to come!
As we celebrate in the physical – this includes our actions, attitudes, prayers,
praise, study, and so forth – our song rises up to God in the same way as the
angels on Jacob’s ladder. God, in the spiritual realm, opens our eyes to see a
vision of His World, thereby leaving us with the sustenance for our journey
until the next meeting.
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Hosea warns us of a time when our intimacy will removed because of our
rebellion and the judgment of bondage that other will have over us until we
return to God’s Ways.
Hosea 2:11 “11 I will also cause to cease all her mirth, her feastmaking, her
New Moons, her Sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts and appointed festive
assemblies.”
Psalm 100:2 “2 Serve the Lord with gladness! Come before His presence
with singing!”
We must return to the Ways of the LORD!
5.

We blow the shofar.

The shofar7 is a symbol of the promise of God to Abraham. It is the sign of
God’s Covenantal Goodness. The ram – caught in the thicket by his horns –
died so that Isaac could live. Just so, the Lamb of God died on the Cross so
that you and I can live.

The sounding of the shofar is therefore also the sound of the Blood of
Atonement. God has provided a Lamb!

7

For additional study, please see the book Shofar: An Instrument Of God, available
for free download from the website, or for order from the office.
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The Rosh Chodesh Appointed Time calls us to blow the shofar. As we do this,
the sound of Y’shua’s Victory resonates into the physical domain where you
live, but also into the Heavenlies.
Psalm 81:3 “3 Blow the trumpet at the New Moon, at the full moon, on our
feast day.”
If we are truly watchmen of the walls, we will seek to build a wall with a strong
foundation of commitment, Word study and prayer. When we then rise up to
join the battle in the spiritual war over our city, land, people, and continent, we
will be standing on the brink of a miracle.

Blowing the shofar is also a symbol of the readiness of the Body of Messiah to
engage in spiritual warfare. The sound is a call to pursue the benefits of the
engagement … to obtain the spoils of war.
There is victory in the sounding of the shofar. It was with the sounding of the
shofar that Joshua and the people destroyed Jericho. When Deborah blew
the shofar, God released a storm. This flood caused the enemies and
chariots to get stuck in the mud. God’s people won!

36

6.

We honor our Covenantal Promises.

God placed inside of mankind a yearning to search for his Maker.
Unfortunately we often look to the physical – the tangible things we can touch,
feel, taste, and so forth – as evidence, simply because they are there.
They’re “real”.
Because of this, God gave us this promise – a Messianic prophecy. He [God]
will reign forever and that we [mankind] can use the very existence of the
moon as a sign, until it no longer exists.
Jeremiah 31:35-36 “35 Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for a light by
day and the fixed order of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, Who
stirs up the sea’s roaring billows or stills the waves when they roar—the Lord
of hosts is His name: 36 If these ordinances [of fixed order] depart from
before Me, says the Lord, then the posterity of Israel also shall cease
from being a nation before Me throughout the ages.”

Psalm 72:5-7 “5 So that they may revere and fear You while the sun and
moon endure, throughout all generations. 6 May he [Solomon as a type of
King David’s greater Son] be like rain that comes down upon the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth. 7 In His [Christ’s] days shall the
[uncompromisingly] righteous flourish and peace abound till there is a moon
no longer.”
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Psalm 89:33-37 “33 Nevertheless, My loving-kindness will I not break off from
him, nor allow My faithfulness to fail [to lie and be false to him]. 34 My
covenant will I not break or profane, nor alter the thing that is gone out of
My lips. 35 Once [for all] have I sworn by My holiness, which cannot be
violated; I will not lie to David: 36 His Offspring shall endure forever, and his
throne [shall continue] as the sun before Me. 37 It shall be established
forever as the moon, the faithful witness in the heavens. Selah [pause, and
calmly think of that]!”
God then goes on to tell us in the Book of Revelation that the moon will only
cease to exist when the Messiah Himself provides all of the light that we
require. We therefore have confidence that God indeed has a plan for us at
all times. A look at nature and the heavens daily will remind us of God’s
Promises.
Revelation 21:23 “23 And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon to
give light to it, for the splendor and radiance (glory) of God illuminate it, and
the Lamb is its lamp.”

Isaiah 60:19-20 “19 The sun shall no more be your light by day, nor for
brightness shall the moon give light to you, but the Lord shall be to you an
everlasting light, and your God your glory and your beauty. 20 Your sun shall
no more go down, nor shall your moon withdraw itself, for the Lord shall be
your everlasting light, and the days of your mourning shall be ended.”
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Not only can we look at the moon as a sign of God’s Faithfulness – as a
means to build up our trust and confidence that He will be there for us – but
He promises us that the very existence of the moon and its continuing
reflection of light is the measure of His Mercy to us. His Mercy endures
forever!
Psalm 136:9 “9 The moon and stars to rule by night, for His mercy and
loving-kindness endure forever;”
Moreover, the evidence of the New
Moon is a reflection, a flag or beacon
signaling to us that God has kept His
Promise to send a Messiah to this
earth.
Y’shua – the Son of David – came to
earth, and will return very soon again
as His Second Coming approaches.
Psalm 89:34 “34 My covenant will I
not break or profane, nor alter the
thing that is gone out of My lips. 37 It
shall be established forever as the
moon, the faithful witness in the
heavens. Selah [pause, and calmly
think of that]!”
God’s Covenantal Promise to protect and provide for the Israelites [Bride of
Messiah] is evidenced throughout the Scriptures in examples of Divine
Intervention. From Genesis to Revelation, we see that God is Faithfully at
work, protecting His People.
A believer’s walk with God is a Covenant. We are called to walk in obedience,
our will submitted to God’s Purposes. However, this is not legalism 8. The
Torah tells us that the remnant will keep God’s Commandments, including
these all-important Appointed Times [Feasts].
A word of encouragement. Many people – often ardent church goers – will
ridicule you for keeping the Feasts of the LORD. Paul tells us not to let men
judge you for keeping God’s Commandments – these things that we do are a
shadow or pattern reflecting the Messiah and the Attributes of God. They are
a blessing!
Colossians 2:16 “16 Therefore let no one sit in judgment on you in matters of
food and drink, or with regard to a feast day or a New Moon or a Sabbath.”

8

For additional study, see the book “Law vs. Grace” available for free from the
website, or for order from the office.
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God despises a false heart.
Mankind, it is said, is a creature of
habit. Habits can quickly become
dead rituals, those without
meaning. These acts of habit or
ritual can even more quickly
become legalism, bondage, and a
heavy yoke on those who are
forced to take part9 . Sometimes
this type of ritual is kept up as a
pretense for some or other reason.
Your heart is however not there,
and behind the scene – often
hidden from your fellowmen, but
clearly discerned by God – we can
give our heart to idols, sin, and other
acts of abomination – such are the people of Sodom.
God tells us that these rituals have no value – in fact He despises them.
Isaiah 1:10-15 “10 Hear [O Jerusalem] the word of the Lord, you rulers or
judges of [another] Sodom! Give ear to the law and the teaching of our
God, you people of [another] Gomorrah! 11 To what purpose is the multitude
of your sacrifices to Me [unless they are the offering of the heart]? says the
Lord. I have had enough of the burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed
beasts [without obedience]; and I do not delight in the blood of bulls or of
lambs or of he-goats [without righteousness]. 12 When you come to appear
before Me, who requires of you that your [unholy feet] trample My courts? 13
Bring no more offerings of vanity (emptiness, falsity, vainglory, and futility);
[your hollow offering of] incense is an abomination to Me; the New Moons and
Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot endure—[it is] iniquity and
profanation, even the solemn meeting. 14 Your New Moon festivals and your
[hypocritical] appointed feasts My soul hates. They are an oppressive burden
to Me; I am weary of bearing them. 15 And when you spread forth your hands
[in prayer, imploring help], I will hide My eyes from you; even though you
make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood!”
The consequence of this is God’s wrath and judgment.
Isaiah 13:9 “9 Behold, the day of the Lord is coming!—fierce, with wrath and
raging anger—to make the land and the [whole] earth a desolation and to
destroy out of it its sinners.”

9

The building of the Wilderness Tabernacle is a beautiful illustration of God’s Desire
that His People love Him from their own desire, a pure and willing heart [see Exodus
25:2].
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Isaiah 24:23 “23 Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed,
when [they compare their ineffectual fire to the light of] the Lord of hosts, Who
will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before His elders will show
forth His glory.”
We need to realize that God looks at our actions as a visible sign of our true
commitment to Him.
Physical attendance – mental ascent – to God’s
Principles are worthless if our attitude and actions to our fellowman are not
honorable, fair, or compassionate. We are hycrocritics if we role-model –
simple talk – a lifestyle that is in contradiction to our actual actions.

Amos 8:4-6 “4 Hear this, O you who would swallow up and trample down the
needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail and come to an end, 5
Saying, When will the New Moon festival be past that we may sell grain? And
the Sabbath that we may offer wheat for sale, making the ephah [measure]
small and the shekel [measure] great and falsifying the scales by deceit, 6
That we may buy [into slavery] the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of
sandals; yes, and sell the refuse of the wheat [as if it were good grade]?”

The prophetic significance of Rosh Chodesh.
Those who choose to declare the Lordship of the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, Y’shua the Messiah, and the Holy Spirit in their lives, will submit their
will to God and began to walk in obedience to His Commandments.
As His People, we will sh’ma [hear and obey] and asah [do] His word.
Our lives therefore experience a change in every way. This includes the
pattern of our daily walk. We no longer follow the world’s pattern and system,
but rather that of the God of Israel, namely:
•

A new calendar,

•

A new schedule of Feasts,

•

A new role of discipleship,

•

And so forth.
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As we transform our lives to align with the Will and Plan of God, as we renew
our minds through the study of the Torah [Word], and as our physical body
submits to a life of obedience to God’s Will and Commandments … we move
from darkness to Light, from Glory to Glory, into mature sons and daughters of
our Father.

Y’shua has poured out His Blood upon the Altar in Heaven ... therefore we
can now confidently stand before God! He has made our atonement!
Just as the Rosh Chodesh appears out of the darkness [a symbol of our born
again experience], and the moon reflects the sun’s light … so too are we – the
Bride of Messiah – growing and walking in the Light, and reflecting the Son’s
Glory to a desperate world.
We, the reborn, stand in the inner court. This is where we get more and more
Light.
Ezekiel 10:3-4 “3 Now the cherubim stood on the south side of the house
when the man went in; and the cloud [the Shekinah] filled the inner court. 4
Then the glory of the Lord mounted up from the cherubim to stand over the
threshold of the [Lord’s] house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and
the court was full of the brightness of the Lord’s glory. [I Kings 8:10, 11; Ezek.
43:5.]”
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Conclusion.
God starts the story of Creation with the statement of fact – what Y’shua was
the Light [the Word] from the very beginning.
John 1:1 “IN THE beginning [before all time] was the Word (Y’shua), and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God Himself. [Isa. 9:6.]”
We see that there was light from the very beginning that separated day and
night, but the sun and moon are only put in place on the third day. Similarly,
we see that John tells us in the Book of Revelation that we no longer need the
moon and sun’s light when Y’shua is here on earth, as His Light is enough to
illuminate the whole world.

Isaiah 66:22-24 “22 For as the new heavens and the new earth which I make
shall remain before Me, says the Lord, so shall your offspring and your name
remain. 23 And it shall be that from one New Moon to another New Moon
and from one Sabbath to another Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship
before Me, says the Lord. 24 And they shall go forth and gaze upon the dead
bodies of the [rebellious] men who have stepped over against Me; for their
worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an
abhorrence to all mankind.”
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However, until then – may our Messiah come soon! – we need to count the
Rosh Chodesh [New Moon] to stay in tune with the restorative Purposes of
God. Set your clock by His, and you won’t miss His Divine Appointments!
May the LORD bless you as you watch and walk in step with His Timetable!
The Jews pray a beautiful prayer on Rosh Chodesh:

“May it be Thy Will, LORD, our God and
God of our fathers, that You begin for us
this month for good and for blessing. May
You give to us long life, a life of peace, a
life of goodness, a life of blessing, a life of
sustenance, a life of physical health, a life
in which there is fear of heaven and fear of
sin, a life in which there is no shame or
humiliation; a life of wealth and honor, a
life in which we love Torah and fear God; a
life in which the LORD fulfills the requests
of our hearts for good. Amen. Selah.”

Shalom!
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