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It’s	&me	for	one	of	the	annual	cycle	of	Feasts.

God	des&nes	that	man	will,	in	his	worship,	revolve	around	the	
Tabernacle	during	the	course	of	the	year	being	constantly	

reminded	of	the	basic	building	blocks	of	our	rela&onship	with	
Him.

The	Pesach/Passover	allows	us	to	think	about	our	deliverance	
and	to	annually	make	sure	that	we	are	living	as	truly	“free	

men".

The	Shavout	/	Pentecost	allows	us	to	consider	whether	our	
diligence	to	study	His	Word	and	listen	to	the	Holy	Spirit	are	s&ll	
at	that	level	when	we	can	safely	say	that	we	hear	the	Small	S&ll	

Voice	of	God

This	final	set	of	Feasts,	Sukkot	/	Tabernacles	reminds	us	that	we	
are	the	Bride.	It	is	now	&me	to	consider	whether	our	wedding	
robe	is	pure	/	unwrinkled	and	shining.	The	Feast	of	Trumpets	

heralds	in	this	&me	of	INTIMACY.	

The	trumpet	is	made	of	pure	silver:	is	your	life	reflec5ng	the	
purity	of	an	expectant	Bride?
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SHEMINI ATZERIT - THE EIGHTH DAY

We start off with the Scripture that calls us to keep this Feast day.

Leviticus 23:36 On the eighth day you shall hold a holy convocation and present a food 
offering to the LORD. It is a solemn assembly; you shall not do any ordinary work.

The word ATZERIT comes from the word “atzar”, which means:

To collect
To store
To capture the memory / feeling / value of intimacy, 

… In order to allow you to carry this with you into the year.

THERE IS NO MITZVAH

In contrast with all other Feasts where we are asked to perform certain acts of faith, 
in this  case the “inner man” is activated. Man must decide for himself how and what 
he will do. 

Man’s action will in fact reveal whether his 
heart is truly circumcised. We have just 
been celebrating the wedding ceremony 
and the intimacy of marriage between the 
Bridegroom (MESSIAH) and the Bride 
(BODY). SURELY mankind will want to 
reflect on this, especially so soon after the 
event?

Y’SHUA / JESUS teaches us differently.

He says that many will be focused on their 
own little world. In the space of a parable, 
He teaches that mankind’s desire for 
spirituality and for contact with God are sometimes very shallow.

Matthew 22:2-14 The Kingdom of Heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding feast for 
his son, but when he sent his slaves to summon the invited guests to the wedding, they 
refused to come. So he sent some more slaves, instructing them to tell the guests, ‘Look, 
I’ve prepared my banquet, I’ve slaughtered my bulls and my fattened cattle, and everything 
is ready. Come to the wedding!’ But they weren’t interested and went off, one to his farm, 
another to his business; and the rest grabbed his slaves, mistreated them and killed them.  
The king was furious and sent his soldiers, who killed those murderers and burned down 
their city. 8  Then he said to his slaves, ‘Well, the wedding feast is ready; but the ones who 
were invited didn’t deserve it. So go out to the street-corners and invite to the banquet as 
many as you find.’ 
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The slaves went out into the streets, gathered all the people they could find, the bad along 
with the good; and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 Now when the king came in 
to look at the guests, he saw there a man who wasn’t dressed for a wedding; so he asked 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. 
Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him outside in the 
dark!’ In that place people will wail and grind their teeth, for many are invited, but few are 
chosen.

ONLY ONE BULL OFFERED

The sacrifice offered is only one bull. The Jews say that this represents the House 
of Israel (i.e. their tribe) only. The Bible is  clear - Y’shua makes it clear that it is not 
my lineage that counts, but the action that reflect my circumcised heart.  

He says, you are a SON of ABRAHAM when you DO the works of Abraham. 

John 8:37-39 I know you are the seed of Avraham. Yet you are out to kill Me, because 
what I am saying makes no headway in you. I say what My Father has shown Me; you do 
what your father has told you! They answered Him, “Our father is Avraham.” Yeshua 
replied, “If you are children of Avraham, then do the things Avraham did!

If we follow this line of thinking, and we consider that the Feast that has just been 
celebrated is all about the wedding, then logically the sacrifice represents the 
BRIDE OF MESSIAH. 

Strictly speaking, we should not make use of the word “sacrifice” at all. Way back in 
Exodus where this complicated process is described, we see that the word used is 
“offerings”. 

So what does this offering mean?

As the first day of a life together as husband and wife, this would be a peace 
offering—an indication that we are at peace with God (and fellow man) and that we 
want to celebrate that fact. 

Another event will confirm the peace offering—namely, that event where God has 
declared His love for His  Bride in the form of the Ten Commandments. Shortly after 
writing those words down, Moses goes on to offer a peace offering on behalf of all 
twelve tribes.

Exodus 20:24 An altar of earth you shall make for Me and sacrifice on it your burnt 
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I 
cause My Name to be remembered I will come to you and bless you.

Exodus 24:2-3 Moses alone shall come near to the LORD, but the others shall not come 
near, and the people shall not come up with him. Moses came and told the people all the 
Words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people answered with one voice and 
said, “All the Words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses wrote down all the 
words of the LORD. 
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He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve 
pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the people of 
Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD.

THE DAY OF THE GROOM 
AND THE BRIDE

A study of the places  where we 
see the eighth day mentioned will 
give us  some indication of the 
meaning that we should ascribe 
to this day.

a) The Tabernacle is set 
up

Moses builds the Tabernacle 
over a period of seven days. The 
process of building, sanctifying, 
and anointing all of the utensils 
o f t h e Ta b e r n a c l e , a r e 
preparation for the great day of 
use. 

This is man-made—but to the specifications of the 
FATHER. 

This  SPACE will be Holy, will be set apart and will be CLEAN. At the end of that 
time – on the eighth day, the cloud covered the Tabernacle and the GLORY OF 
GOD entered in.

Exodus 40:34-35 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of ADONAI 
filled the tabernacle. Moshe was unable to enter the tent of meeting, because the cloud 
remained on it, and the glory of ADONAI filled the tabernacle.

b) The Aaronic ministry is set up

We read in Leviticus 8:1-36 how Moses goes about sanctifying / consecrating 
Aaron and his family for their ministry. The Levite order is a temporary one. God’s 
plan was that the first-born of every family would serve in the Tabernacle. 
Unfortunately the Sin of the Golden Calf changes that until the MESSIAH comes to 
institute the Order of Melchizedek. It is on the eighth day that they make the 
sacrificial offering that seals their priesthood—when the offering is  consumed by 
fire, we see the sign that God has accepted them into this office.

Leviticus 9:1-2 On the eighth day, Moshe called Aharon, his sons and the leaders of 
Isra’el, and said to Aharon, “Take a male calf for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt 
offering, both without defect, and offer them before ADONAI.”
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c) The cleansing of the leper

The camp, although a physical space that housed the Twelve Tribes, was also a 
spiritual camp. God had decreed that certain “laws” would be in place to ensure that 
the camp remained a Holy space. We therefore read that people with leprosy were 
banned to live outside of the camp because they were deemed unclean. Once they 
were healed, the priests followed a certain protocol to reintroduce the leper into the 
community. The leper would be inspected for seven days. On the eighth day they 
were expected to make a sacrifice and were then allowed to enter the camp.

Leviticus 14:1-11 ADONAI said to Moshe, “This is to be the law concerning the person 
afflicted with tzara‘at on the day of his purification. He is to be brought to the cohen, and 
the cohen is to go outside the camp and examine him there. If he sees that the tzara‘at 
sores have been healed in the afflicted person, then the cohen will order that two living 
clean birds be taken for the one to be purified, along with cedar-wood, scarlet yarn and 
hyssop leaves. The cohen is to order one of the birds slaughtered in a clay pot over 
running water. As for the live bird, he is to take it with the cedar-wood, scarlet yarn and 
hyssop and dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird slaughtered over running 
water, and sprinkle the person to be purified from the tzara‘at seven times. Next he is to 
set the live bird free in an open field. He who is to be purified must wash his clothes, shave 
off all his hair and bathe himself in water. Then he will be clean; and after that, he may 
enter the camp; but he must live outside his tent for seven days. On the seventh day he is 
to shave all the hair off his head, also his beard and eyebrows — he must shave off all his 
hair; and he is to wash his clothes and bathe his body in water; and he will be clean. 10   
“On the eighth day he is to take two male lambs without defect, one female lamb in its 
first year without defect and six-and-a-half quarts of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed 
with olive oil, and two-thirds of a pint of olive oil. The cohen purifying him is to place the 
person being purified with these items before ADONAI at the entrance to the tent of 
meeting.

d) Circumcision

At childbirth, the woman will be unclean for seven days, and on the eighth day, this 
child will be circumcised.

Leviticus 12:2-3 Tell the people of Isra’el: ‘If a woman conceives and gives birth to a boy, 
she will be unclean for seven days with the same uncleanness as in niddah, when she is 
having her menstrual period. On the eighth day, the baby’s foreskin is to be circumcised.

We should not only think of circumcision in the physical domain.  The Bible is  clear: 
our hearts are also to be circumcised by the Holy Spirit. Paul makes sure that we 
understand this fully.

Romans 2:28-29 For the real Jew is not merely Jewish outwardly: true circumcision is not 
only external and physical.  On the contrary, the real Jew is one inwardly; and true 
circumcision is of the heart, spiritual not literal; so that his praise comes not from other 
people but from God.
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Colossians 2:11 Also it was in union with Him that you were circumcised with a 
circumcision not done by human hands, but accomplished by stripping away the old 
nature’s control over the body. In this circumcision done by the Messiah, you were buried 
along with Him by being immersed; and in union with Him, you were also raised up along 
with Him by God’s faithfulness that worked when He raised Yeshua from the dead. You 
were dead because of your sins, that is, because of your “foreskin,” your old nature. But 
God made you alive along with the Messiah by forgiving you all your sins.

e) Building a Tabernacle for God - His KINGDOM on earth

David desires to build a Tabernacle but God says that his son Solomon will do that. 
We read in 1 Kings 8:1 where Solomon at the Feast in the seventh month (see 
verse 2) records the decision to build and starts to oversee the opening of the 
Temple. Later on, in his prayer of dedication, he reminds God of the promise that 
this kingdom – David’s Kingdom - would last forever.

1 Kings 8:23-26 … and said, “ADONAI, God of Isra’el, there is no God like You in Heaven 
above or on earth below. You keep covenant with Your servants and show them grace, 
provided they live in Your Presence with all their heart. You have kept Your promise to 
Your servant David, my father; You spoke with Your mouth and fulfilled it with Your Hand; 
so it is today. Now therefore, ADONAI, God of Isra’el, keep what You promised to Your 
servant David, my father, when You said, ‘You will never lack a man in My Presence to sit 
on the throne of Isra’el, if only your children are careful about what they do, so that they 
live in My presence, just as you have lived in My Presence.’ Now therefore, God of Isra’el, 
please let Your Word, which You spoke to Your servant David, my father, be confirmed.

There will be feasting for many days.

However, on the eighth day, Solomon will bless the children of Israel.

1 Kings 8:23-26 On the eighth day he sent the people away. They blessed the king and 
returned to their tents full of joy and glad of heart for all the goodness ADONAI had shown 
to David his servant and to Isra’el his people.
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SUMMARY

What is it that we notice with all of these eight-day events? In each and every case 
God declares:

I AM FINISHED WITH MY WORK - THIS IS A NEW 
BEGINNING

As a new creature, with a heart’s decision to walk with a new purpose, will 
you strive to be a leader in your community that reflects the Glory of God by 
the following attributes?

• 	 TRUST

• 	 COMPASSION
• 	 STABILITY
• 	 HOPE 

SHALOM.
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