SHAVUOT 2017
TO MAKE A PROCLAMATION
Hidden away inside one of the verses that describe this Feast celebration we find these
words; “MAKE A PROCLAMATION”.

There is no description or indication that defines exactly what it is that we must
proclaim, other than the fact that it’s something that we must do annually, and it is
something that will be required forever. Let us study this Feast with new eyes, with a
desire for a fresh understanding, and the anticipation that we will acquire new
knowledge that we can apply with wisdom to our celebrations this year.
Let us just confirm the instructions regarding this Feast. I have condensed some of the
words in order to highlight some important points.
Leviticus 23:9-14 “ADONAI said to Moshe,“Tell the people of Isra’el, ‘After you enter the
land I am giving you and harvest its ripe crops, you are to bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of
your harvest to the cohen. He is to wave the sheaf before ADONAI. On the day that you
wave the sheaf, you are to offer a male lamb —— as a burnt offering for ADONAI. You are
not to eat bread, dried grain or fresh grain until the day you bring the offering for your God;
this is a permanent regulation through all your generations, no matter where you live.
Leviticus 23:15-21 “..—— from the day you bring the sheaf for waving — you are to count
seven full weeks, you must bring bread from your homes for waving — two loaves---baked with leaven — as first-fruits for ADONAI. Along with the bread, present seven lambs
without defect one year old, one young bull and two rams; these will be a burnt offering for
ADONAI, with their grain and drink offerings, an offering made by fire as a fragrant aroma
for ADONAI. ----- On the same day, (and you shall make a proclamation on the same day. )
--- you are to call a holy convocation; do not do any kind of ordinary work; this is a
permanent regulation through all your generations, no matter where you live.

The interlinear Bible highlights this concept of proclamation and it seems vital that we
understand the full intent of the word. I would suggest that we seek to grasp every detail
that we can in order to “see” with spiritual eyes.

Let us look at the HEBREW WORDS of importance:
Strong’s 7121
proclamation

• qârâʼ, kaw-raw'; a primitive root (rather identical with H7122
through the idea of accosting a person);
• to call out to (i.e. properly, address by name, but used in a
wide variety of applications);
• “befall” (self), that are bidden, call (for, forth, self, upon), cry
(unto), (be) famous, guest, invite, mention, (give) name,
preach, (make) proclaim(-ation), pronounce, publish, read,
renowned, say.”

The Feast Day: Today
The physical day of Shavuot / Pentecost seems rather plain in today’s terms.
If you are in Jerusalem you will spend the night before the day of the Feast in Torah
study. Sometime during the early hours of the morning, you leave your homes / the
study group that you are with, and you start to walk down the various roads that all lead
to the Western Wall.
Anyone standing at Jaffa gate, looking back at the modern Jerusalem will see
thousands of lights threading their way towards the old city.

Once at the Wall, you join with thousands of believers who earnestly pray until the sun
creeps over the skyline. With a loud shofar blast, the proceeding’s come to an end and
the people all go home.

GOD (YHVH)’S VOICE = THUNDER ➛ PROCLAMATION
An interesting aspect is revealed when we study a story that happens on this day … the
event described as the visit to Mount Sinai; the giving of the TEN Commandments.
In this event, we read of the ‘thunder and the lightening” and what emerges out of the
Image of the cloud of Glory and which ‘speaks” to us; they are the words that we
understand today as marriage vows.
Exodus 19:16 “On the morning of the third day, there was thunder, lightning and a thick
cloud on the mountain.
We need to analyse these two words (thunder / lightning) in some detail as they have
hidden meaning’s, which will change our understanding.
Strong’s 6963
thunder

qôwl, kole; or  ק ֹלqôl; from an unused root meaning to call
aloud; a voice or sound:—+ aloud, bleating, crackling, cry (+
out), fame, lightness, lowing, noise, + hold peace, (pro-) claim,
proclamation, + sing, sound, + spark, thunder(-ing), voice, +
yell.

It is clear that the relevant meaning of ‘THUNDER’ is the use of your voice!!
Until now we have restricted our understanding of the word / image to that contained
within a thunderstorm. If however, we recognise that words have power and that that
extent of the power could result in a thunderstorm, then we start to realise what an
immense responsibility we have with our words / utterances.

Equally importantly, we are told not to be double-minded … from one such mind can
only come disjointed thoughts and words.
Some examples of how / where this same concept is used in the Bible are:
Ezra 10:12 “In response, the whole assembly cried aloud, “Yes, our duty is to do as You
have said.

Exodus 24:3 “Moshe came and told the people everything ADONAI had said, including all
the rulings. The people answered with one voice: “We will obey every word ADONAI has
spoken.”
Exodus 24:4 “Moshe wrote down all the words of ADONAI.

Strong’s 1300
lightening

bârâq, baw-rawk'; from H1299; lightning; by analogy, a gleam;
concretely, a flashing sword:—bright, glitter(-ing sword),
lightning

It is clear that the relevant meaning that we must take on board is the concept of
warfare, of having our swords ready for the battle.
All too often warfare is delegated to some people in the Body of Messiah. The pattern
set out for us by Moses, implemented by Joshua, is that men from every tribe are
expected to form a part of the battle compliment.
In the Book of Judges, we read the story of Barak, who together with Deborah, went to
war. Interestingly, the sages say that his name means thunderbolt.
Ezekiel 21:21-22 “Sword! Slash to the right; destroy to the left, whichever way your edge
is aimed! I too will Clap My Hands together and satisfy My Fury. I, ADONAI, have spoken.”
Deuteronomy 32:41 “ … if I Sharpen My flashing Sword and set My Hand to judgment, I
will render vengeance to My Foes, repay those who hate Me.
If we are to combine the two words, as they are used in the weather patterns, now in
the spiritual connotation, we may evolve towards a description something like this;
**NUGGET** You are required to use your voice and choice of words like a flashing
sword or a light beam that penetrates the heavens.

A PROCLAMATION IS THEREFORE RAISING YOUR VOICE IN A
DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT TO THE COVENANT AND A
RESPONSE TO THE CALL TO GO TO WAR
I would encourage you to read through these passages again … to consider which
concepts stand out as critical for your life today and then to formulate your own
declaration.
I think that this is a unique and very personal declaration. It will obviously contain some
of the main ideas set out in these portions, but it is equally true that each of us are on a
different path through life (the same path of righteousness) that is determined by your
culture, your value system, your role models to date.
It therefore logically stands to reason that we are all at different stages of maturity and
would express proclamations that are relevant for the rest of this year / season in our
life.
As I study the principles that pertain to this day, I have highlighted the following as
matters that are worthy of proclamation.
(a) The declaration that I have counted the Omer.
It is a Commandment.
Leviticus 23:15-16 ‘From the day after the day of rest — that is, from the day you bring
the sheaf for waving — you are to count seven full weeks, 16until the day after the seventh
week; you are to count fifty days; and then you are to present a new grain offering to
ADONAI.

Without counting, you cannot:
celebrate the Feast,
bring the first-fruits offering,
accept the marriage proposal.
The counting is in itself a declaration, namely, that you are fully committed, that you are
expecting to be there at Mount Sinai when the cloud of Glory falls.
We have seven grandchildren; every birthday is met with great expectation. For weeks
before the time, I am told that “I am nearly x years old”. If I was to tease them and
reduce the years for example, by one, then I end up in a huge debate until eventually

they call on Mom / Dad to intervene and seconds later, they will walk past me, now
confident and raise up the hand with the correct number of fingers pointed high.
If the date of a world festival is so carefully measured out and joyfully anticipated, how
much more the date on which our King will reveal Himself.
Simply said … if you have no interest / anticipation, then you are sending a message ➛
I may be a son / daughter of Abraham, BUT I have more important things to do.
Y’shua understood that this will be a symbol or a sign of the people during the end
times, as He spoke this parable. In this parable you will note that the people know /
understand that they have been invited as family / friends of the family to the wedding.
But they are just too busy with the things of this world.
Counting tells GOD (YHVH) that you are focused on the right things.
Matthew 22:2-4 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding feast for
his son, but when he sent his slaves to summon the invited guests to the wedding, they
refused to come. So he sent some more slaves, instructing them to tell the guests, ‘Look,
I’ve prepared my banquet, I’ve slaughtered my bulls and my fattened cattle, and everything
is ready. Come to the wedding!’

Matthew 22:8-10 “Then he said to his slaves, ‘Well, the wedding feast is ready; but the
ones who were invited didn’t deserve it. So go out to the street-corners and invite to the
banquet as many as you find.’ The slaves went out into the streets, gathered all the people
they could find, the bad along with the good; and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
Our declaration is therefore that we live with the expectancy that YHVH will come to
dwell with us. And that we will experience the fulfilment of the act of walking together
with Him in the cool of the evening and that our relationship will be fully restored.
(b) The declaration that I have brought two loaves of bread as a first-fruits
offering.
Another declaration that we are required to make is that we are bringing two loaves of
bread as a first-fruit offering.
Leviticus 23.17 “You must bring bread from your homes for waving — two loaves made
with one gallon of fine flour, baked with leaven — as firstfruits for ADONAI.
This offering is somewhat unusual … normally the item
offered would be directly from the Hand of GOD (YHVH) …
nothing contributed from Man.
In this case we take grain that has been harvested (given by
GOD (YHVH)), and add to it the efforts on man; for
example, we include the leaven of man that comes naturally.

The bread represents the very best that mankind can offer.
This offering also says that as sons / daughters of Abraham, we are expected to make
a declaration that we will commit to taking part in changing the face of this world, and to
commit to the task of building a Living Stone Tabernacle (even though we have a
measure of leaven in anything that we do).
However, Paul tells us that man’s leaven includes things such as “malice and evil”.
1 Corinthians 5:8 “So let us celebrate the Seder not with leftover hametz, the hametz of
wickedness and evil, but with the matzah of purity and truth.
It is only by adding the completed work of Messiah, that we (as humans) can offer this
bread offering … we need the purity of His work to make our efforts worthy.
Our declaration therefore says:
We commit to listen to and do exactly what the Holy Spirit says.
We commit to allow Godly fathers / mothers speak into our lives if they see that some
impurities still exist.
We commit to deal with the ‘old man’ in our lives.
(c) The declaration that I have heard the marriage proposal and say … I DO
GOD (YHVH)’s declaration of love and the proposal of marriage are set out in the
following words. There is no doubt that much of the Torah speaks to the concept of unity
between two people that, in marriage, once again reflect in part the image of Adam /
Eve.
Exodus 20:5-6 For I, ADONAI your God, am a jealous God,----- displaying grace to the
thousandth generation of those who love Me and obey My Mitzvot.
Exodus 19:4-5 Moshe went up to God, and ADONAI called to him from the mountain:
“Here is what you are to say to the household of Ya‘akov, to tell the people of Isra’el: ----and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you will pay
careful attention to what I say and keep My Covenant, then you will be My own treasure
from among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;

Exodus 19:8 “All the people answered as one, “Everything ADONAI has said, we will do.
Studies on the TEN Commandments reveal that these words form the concept and
declaration of marriage, that today are incorporated in the “ketubah” … the legal
document that every bride gets given on her wedding day.
We would read the story of Ruth who is brought into the Covenant in the process of
marriage, and bears a son who becomes part of the lineage of Y’shua.

Paul uses the exact same imagery when he describes the BRIDE of MESSIAH who is
busy preparing for the BRIDEGROOM.
He tells us the every single wedding on earth should be a mirror image of the Heavenly
one.
Marriage today is a symbol of the words and the imagery of the thunder and lighting of
Mount Sinai:
Ephesians 5:25-33 “As for husbands, love your wives, just as the Messiah loved the
Messianic Community, indeed, gave Himself up on its behalf, in order to set it apart for
God, making it clean through immersion in the mikveh, so to speak, in order to present the
Messianic Community to Himself as a Bride to be proud of, without a spot, wrinkle or any
such thing, but holy and without defect. This is how husbands ought to love their wives —
like their own bodies; for the man who loves his wife is loving himself. Why, no one ever
hated his own flesh! On the contrary, he feeds it well and takes care of it, just as the
Messiah does the Messianic Community, because we are parts of His Body. 31“Therefore
a man will leave his father and mother and remain with his wife, and the two will become
one.” There is profound truth hidden here, which I say concerns the Messiah and the
Messianic Community. However, the text also applies to each of you individually: let each
man love his wife as he does himself, and see that the wife respects her husband.
Our declaration is that we will remain faithful to the Covenant, that we will strive to
ensure that our bridal gown is pure ➛ without spot or wrinkle.
We further declare that we will walk in love and mutual respect with one another and
with the Body of Messiah.
We declare that as couples we, unveiled, will study the Image of Y’shua and will change
from Glory to Glory.
(d) The declaration that I have received the Oil of the Holy Spirit.
The Feast of Pentecost, is the mirror image of Shavuot.
Many people will tell you that they have experienced the anointing and received the
power of the Holy Spirit and that is wonderful and relevant.
Seldom however, do I hear that someone will tell me what / why this anointing has
occurred.
To fully understand this, we have to marry:
(1) the anointing of Aaron in his role in the physical domain as High Priest, with
(2) the anointing of Y’shua in His role as the Great High Priest in the spiritual domain .
These two events are mirror images of one another; the first is mortal man with all of his
faults as a Levite, while the second is a reflection of the ‘NEW MAN’ in Y’shua.

Leviticus 8.12 “He poured some of the anointing oil on Aharon’s head and anointed him,
to consecrate him.
Psalm 133:2 It is like fragrant oil on the head that runs down over the beard, over the
beard of Aharon, and flows down on the collar of his robes.
Just as the oil was poured over
Aaron many years before, so
too, will Y’shua pour out the oil of
gladness over all those who
follow Him as He is inaugurated
into the Priesthood in the Order
of Melchizedek.
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit
tells us that Y’shua is our
Mediator in the Heavenly
Tabernacle. We therefore have
much to be thankful for.
Our declaration therefore is that
we have faith that we will be
judged righteously and that no
false word will be brought against us.
We declare that we will recognise the works of the Holy Spirit as a gift from GOD
(YHVH) and not a right to apply.
(e) The declaration that I will apply the principles of the Torah with the help of the
Holy Spirit
We saw earlier that man brings an offering of two breads; breads where their
contribution, although tainted by human nature are added to the Covenant, and where
GOD (YHVH) brings the TEN Commandments written on stone by His Finger.
We know what we should do, it is spelled out in small individual Commandments made
for every circumstance. If the Word / Covenant is written on our hearts, then we would
be able to interpret it in way which brings vibrancy and life to all who meet us.
Now, if we have added the empowering of the Holy Spirit, we have the ability to study
and interpret the Scriptures and define their application for today in a whole new way.
No one should say ➛ this is law … they simply have no spiritual discernment …
they have no understanding of the protocol needed to enter the Living Stone
Tabernacle.
No one should say ➛ we have a tradition … they simply are making GOD
(YHVH)’s Will for our daily life into ritual and legalism.

Our declaration is that we as sons / daughters of Abraham , will listen to Your Still
small Voice and we will do that which You ask. We will be followers of Y’shua
We declare further that we will live in such a way to reflect the Fruit of the Holy
Spirit.
John 15:1 - 11 “I am the real Vine, and My Father is the Gardener. Every branch which is
part of Me but fails to bear fruit, He cuts off; and every branch that does bear fruit, He
prunes, so that it may bear more fruit. Right now, because of the word which I have
spoken to you, you are pruned. Stay united with Me, as I will with you — for just as the
branch can’t put forth fruit by itself apart from the vine, so you can’t bear fruit apart from
Me. I am the Vine and you are the branches. Those who stay united with Me, and I with
them, are the ones who bear much fruit; because apart from Me you can’t do a thing.
Unless a person remains united with Me, he is thrown away like a branch and dries up.
Such branches are gathered and thrown into the fire, where they are burned up. “If you
remain united with Me, and My Words with you, then ask whatever you want, and it will
happen for you. This is how My Father is glorified — in your bearing much fruit; this is how
you will prove to be My talmidim. Just as My Father has loved Me, I too have loved you; so
stay in my love. If you keep My Commands, you will stay in My love — just as I have kept
My Father’s Commands and stay in His love. I have said this to you so that My joy may be
in you, and your joy be complete.
A CLOUD BY DAY AND A FIRE BY NIGHT
During the forty wilderness years this newly-born congregation needed some constant
reminder of the Glory of GOD (YHVH). In those days it was something tangible and
physical.
Today we still need a constant
reminder of the Glory of GOD
(YHVH); only now, in the
spiritual domain, the cloud
and the fire come in a
different format.
This time the “good Spirit”
comes in the form of the Torah
and the RUACH.
We live by the words of the
prophet Job—and if the Spirit
of GOD (YHVH) is with you—
you walk in the Presence of
the cloud by day and the fire
by night.
Job 27:3 “ … as long as my breath is in me, and the Spirit of God is in my nostrils,

Job 32:8 “But it is the Spirit in man, the breath of the Almighty, that makes him
understand.
Job 32:18 “For I am full of words; the Spirit within me constrains me.
Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me, and the Breath of the Almighty gives me life.
May this Feast be a blessed one; may you walk away from this Feast with an
expectation of a fruit harvest that we can bring to the FATHER at Succoth / Feast of
Tabernacles.

Priestly Blessing
“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.
Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.
Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.
In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will
bless them.”
Numbers 6:24-27

