Shimini Atzeret - the 8th Day, 2017
A strange Commandment!!

Latched onto the end of the verses that describe the Feast of Sukkot!!!
The last day of the harvest has come and gone.
The great day of the Feast (John 7:37) has seen the full impact of the Millennial reign of
the Messiah, and this final spiritual harvest of souls has been completed.
All those who have been resurrected have been judged according to their works.
Revelation 20:11-15 “Next I saw a great white Throne and the One sitting on it. Earth and
Heaven fled from His presence, and no place was found for them. 12And I saw the dead,
both great and small, standing in front of the Throne. Books were opened; and another
book was opened, the Book of Life; and the dead were judged from what was written in the
books, according to what they had done. 13The sea gave up the dead in it; and Death and
Sh’ol gave up the dead in them; and they were judged, each according to what he had
done. 14Then Death and Sh’ol were hurled into the lake of fire. This is the second death —
the lake of fire. 15Anyone whose name was not found written in the Book of Life was hurled
into the lake of fire.”
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And then we revert to reading the instruction that defines this Feast:
There are no ceremonies
There are no actions prescribed.
We rejoice, only this time without any symbols such as the Etrog / Lulav.
Leviticus 23:36 “For seven days you are to bring an offering made by fire to ADONAI; on
the eighth day you are to have a holy convocation and bring an offering made by fire to
ADONAI; it is a day of public assembly; do not do any kind of ordinary work.”

Is this perhaps the Crowning Glory of the Feasts?
Up until now, each Feast that we celebrate has a strong physical element … from the
unleavened bread, to the Stone Tablet of the TEN Commandments, to the sound of the
shofar, to the Sukkah that we lived in for 7 days.
Hebrew meaning:
The word “atzeret” is derived from “atzar … and means to collect / store.
So what is it that we must collect?
How do we interpret this Feast in a spiritual reality that is relevant today?
How do we transform from:
The physical ➛ to the spiritual
The concrete ➛ to the invisible
The seen ➛ to the unseen
2 Corinthians 4:18 “We concentrate not on what is seen but on what is not seen, since
things seen are temporary, but things not seen are eternal.”
The shaken - to the unshakable:
Hebrew 12:25-29 “ See that you don’t reject the One speaking! For if those did not escape
who rejected Him when He gave Divine warning on earth, think how much less we will
escape if we turn away from Him when He warns from Heaven. Even then, His Voice
shook the earth; but now, He has made this promise: “One more time I will shake
not only the earth, but Heaven too!” And this phrase, “one more time,” makes clear that
the things shaken are removed, since they are created things, so that the things not
shaken may remain. Therefore, since we have received an unshakeable Kingdom, let us
have grace, through which we may offer service that will please GOD, with reverence and
fear. For indeed, “Our GOD is a consuming Fire!”
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IT IS CLEAR - WE MUST HAVE AN EXPECTATION OF POTENTIAL
We are beginning a new season, after this coming winter, we will have to be ready to plant
and harvest again.
This is the time of preparation.
(a) It is time to refill the WELL of the Torah.
We have an opportunity to dig into the Word / Prophecy that we have gained access to
over the past season.
We can nourish ourselves, we can renew our minds, we can build our faith in the
faithfulness of YHVH as we prepare for the new season.
It is a time to be humble.
Knowing that GOD has blessed us this past season.
It is a time to recognise our potential.
Knowing that He has placed us in a position to plant / harvest again.
Knowing that He has gifted us with amazing potential.
It is a time to plant “seeds” of faith ….
May your upcoming harvest, based on:
your diligence in the study of the WORD,
your hearing the Whisper of the Holy Spirit,
your application of GOD's Principles
… bear the fruit that reflects Jacob’s promise to Joseph.
Genesis 49:22-26 “Yosef is a fruitful plant, a fruitful plant by a spring, with branches
climbing over the wall. The archers attacked him fiercely, shooting at him and pressing him
hard; but his bow remained taut; and his arms were made nimble by the hands of the
Mighty One of Ya’akov, from there, from the Shepherd, the Stone of Isra’el, by the GOD of
your father, who will help you, by El Shaddai, who will bless you with blessings from
heaven above, blessings from the deep, lying below, blessings from the breasts and the
womb. The blessings of your father are more powerful than the blessings of my parents,
extending to the farthest of the everlasting hills; they will be on the head of Yosef, on the
brow of the prince among his brothers.”
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(b) It is the time to build an expectation of the New Jerusalem.
The number eight has unique qualities:
It is the first number that builds a CUBE (2 times 2 times 2 =8)
Prophetically, critical elements in the TORAH are described in the language of the “cube”
Note the following:
The Ark ➛(Cube of 1)
The Tabernacle ➛ (Cube of 10)
The Temple ➛ (Cube of 20)
The New Jerusalem ➛ (Cube of 12 000)

This day points to the New Jerusalem.
Do you have an expectation to be a part of the BRIDE?
Do you have your robe readily available?
Are you confident that there are no spots / wrinkle, or blemishes on your robe?
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A FINAL THOUGHT
Shemini Atzeret is a threshold … you need to make a prophetic action
today!
You need to REJOICE from within your inner spirit-man and step out to embrace the
challenges of this new season, with an expectation that you will be able to fulfil your full
potential that YHVH has for you.
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