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   Parashah Shoftim “Judges”- week 48

 WE ARE CALLED TO BE KINGS AND PRIESTS

This  week’s portion covers Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9; Isaiah 51:12-52:12; and Matthew 
5:38-42; and Matthew 18:15-20; Acts 3:13-26; 1 Timothy 5:17-22.

Summary

The following points will all be dealt with in this portion:

• Moses will give direction with respect to the role and responsibility of kings. 
• The requirement that the Israelites must always maintain is  a system of absolute 

justice. 
• The rules of going to battle (which the IDF still apply today).
• How they are to deal with idolatrous peoples. 

We exited the Garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve had sinned, in a sense the very first 
“exile”. We wandered around the earth, at times seemingly to be moving nearer to GOD 
(YHVH).

At other times we drifted further and further away from GOD (YHVH)’s  standard. GOD 
(YHVH) judges the world’s level of abomination with the flood in Noah’s  days, but over 
time we once again drift away from GOD (YHVH)’s standard. 

We fell to the lowest point when we willingly became slaves in Egypt. 
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Although we are driven there by the circumstance of drought, nothing prevented us from 
making a choice to leave. And after years of plenty, we gradually go deeper and deeper 
into harsh judgment.

After GOD (YHVH) delivers us with miracle upon miracle, He takes  us to Mount Sinai 
where we are grafted back into the Covenant with the MOST AMAZING marriage proposal 
declared in the Words of the TEN Commandments.

We are being prepared for the task / opportunity to re-enter the Land, which Abraham, 
all of those years ago, proclaimed to be the Promised Land. (In essence, as  we begin 
to understand the mission and calling of taking the Land we are in fact going to build a 
“renewed” Garden of Eden, where GOD (YHVH) will make His dwelling place.)
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Because we had failed in our calling to guard and keep the initial Garden by allowing the 
snake into the Garden and into our hearts, we now have to cleanse this new Garden. 
Mankind has to “take back” dominion. Although GOD (YHVH) will be our Rock and 
our Fortress and will make a way, we as humans have to show the commitment to 
walk in GOD (YHVH)’s ways. 

GOD (YHVH) does not dwell where “Unclean and Unholy” have polluted the land.

• We will have to remove all pagan altars
• We will have to remove all idolatrous peoples
• We will have to “take” possession of the Land
• We have to sow and reap a harvest from the Land
• We will have to build the Tabernacle at the place that GOD (YHVH) identifies, so 

that His Glory can return - a House of Prayer for all nations.

A. Call to be kings

As we work through the following thoughts  / concepts, keep in mind the teaching by Paul 
(1 Corinthians 15:45-49), which says that we should be living in the natural, with a desire 
and a willingness to transform our lives into a spiritual reality.

So, when we are given these instructions about the role of a king, we should not think 
about the position and power role of the physical king, but we should think carefully about 
just how we will go about living in a manner that presents the attributes of kingship 
before GOD (YHVH) in the spiritual dimension.   

What can this all mean?

The Torah describes with such great detail the construction of the Tabernacle, the beauty 
of the utensils, the Holy Spirit insight that was needed to make these items. Even more 
importantly the BIBLE describes the action by Moses to anointing all of these items before 
being put into use. This action becomes an important key for us to understand. All 
instruments that are used in the Tabernacle, including Priests, must be anointed for the 
task that lies ahead.

Think also of the prescriptions that apply to the Priests, the way that they would prepare to 
serve and worship GOD (YHVH). How do we translate those actions  into the equivalent 
deeds of service and worship that bring glory to the Living Stone Tabernacle?

Kings are those who can take up that leadership challenge and can walk ahead role 
modeling the Godly example.
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Deuteronomy 17:14-20 When you have entered the Land ADONAI your God is giving 
you, have taken possession of it and are living there, you may say, ‘I want to have a king 
over me, like all the other nations around me.’ In that event, you must appoint as king the 
one whom ADONAI your God will choose. He must be one of your kinsmen, this king 
you appoint over you — you are forbidden to appoint a foreigner over you who is not your 
kinsman.  However, he is not to acquire many horses for himself or have the people 
return to Egypt to obtain more horses, inasmuch as ADONAI told you never to go 
back that way again. Likewise, he is not to acquire many wives for himself, so that 
his heart will not turn away; and he is not to acquire excessive quantities of silver 
and gold. 18 When he has come to occupy the throne of his kingdom, he is to write a 
copy of this Torah for himself in a scroll, from the one the cohanim and L’vi’im use. It is to 
remain with him, and he is to read in it every day, as long as he lives; so that he will learn 
to fear ADONAI his God and keep all the words of this Torah and these laws and obey 
them; so that he will not think he is better than his kinsmen; and so that he will not turn 
aside either to the right or to the left from ADONAI’s mitzvot. In this way he will prolong his 
own reign and that of his children in Isra’el.

GOD (YHVH) chooses us as part of the Body of Messiah, a Son / Daughter of Abraham. 
These are the norms that will determine whether we meet GOD (YHVH)’s standard or not.

a) We must all write our own copy of the Torah / Word: 

Is it written on the skin of your heart with insight and wisdom? Many people can quote the 
“Word” perfectly—can repeat many passages off by heart. However, when GOD (YHVH) 
makes this Commandment, He is not looking for a parrot to be talking without 
understanding, but is asking His people to be able to apply the principles within the context 
of an ever-changing world with great wisdom.
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b) We must not collect horses and chariots—we must avoid the worldly things that will 
cause our ego to grow strong.

c) We must not collect gold and silver.
d) We must not collect wives—we are to honour the sanctity of marriage.
e) We must not send people back to Egypt—we must stand against any form of abuse 
and slavery.

These statements define the role of a king-servant leader. As we look back at the Biblical 
examples, we can see that some kings were more successful than others. Please make 
sure that you do not think that everything they did was GOD (YHVH)’s plan. We need to 
study these examples so that we can learn how to meet this standard.

B. Call to be priests.

We are called to return to our original calling of priesthood. From the very beginning of 
time we were given a mandate to rule and take dominion as stewards for GOD (YHVH). 
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On the journey out to retake the Promised Land—we are once again called to set aside 
the first-born son to serve in the Tabernacle. Every family was  to be intimately connected 
to the Tabernacle and to GOD (YHVH).

Think of it this way: no family needed an intermediary—someone who represents  us 
before GOD (YHVH) (a pastor / other leader) to hear / see / understand / and reflect GOD 
(YHVH)’s Glory. The priesthood is defined as doing the Will and work of GOD.

Isaiah 52:11-12 Leave! Leave! Get out of there! Don’t touch anything unclean! Get out 
from inside it, and be clean, you who carry ADONAI’s temple equipment. You need 
not leave in haste, you do not have to flee; for ADONAI will go ahead of you, and the 
God of Isra’el will also be behind you.

We have a proclamation of purpose over our lives  - our priesthood calling is good 
news.

Isaiah 52:7-8 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
proclaiming shalom, bringing good news of good things, announcing salvation and saying 
to Tziyon, “Your God is King!”  Listen! Your watchmen are raising their voices, shouting for 
joy together. For they will see, before their own eyes, ADONAI returning to Tziyon.

We form together a Tabernacle of Living Stones!!

All of these Living Stone Tabernacles—which have fulfilled the mandate to represent the 
Order of Melchizedek on earth, over the years, will come together to form the New 
Jerusalem. Without breaking down the idea of building the Third Temple, both Paul and 
John show clearly that there is a new priesthood and a new spiritual Tabernacle. A physical 
Tabernacle made of bricks cannot be suited for the New Jerusalem.

And we are to put on our beautiful garments1.

• It is is the people who give the character to the city
• It is the people whose daily actions and deeds form the garments of the city
• It is the people whose light shines into the streets / homes and places of work that 

change the city
• It is  the people who reveal the spiritual intent of the Torah / Word that changes 

communities. 

Those people who do this—they are the true priests of Almighty GOD (YHVH).

Isaiah 52:1-2 Awake! Awake, Tziyon! Clothe yourself with your strength! Dress in your 
splendid garments, Yerushalayim, the holy city! For the uncircumcised and the unclean 
will enter you no more. Shake off the dust! Arise! Be enthroned, Yerushalayim! Loosen the 
chains on your neck, captive daughter of Tziyon!
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However, this is where the controversy comes in.

The “Levites” by birthright claim that their order is never ending, based on some 
verses that do talk in this light. Paul and Peter however, introduce and connect 
Y’shua, with the concept of the Order of Melchizedek, and speak of a change in the 
priesthood. 

The old order of Priesthood has been done away with—but not the work of serving and 
worshipping in the manner that GOD (YHVH) decrees. Interestingly, we find in this portion, 
a change in the use of certain wording that is associated with the Priesthood - something 
different from earlier descriptions.

In earlier portions  we discovered that there was a very clear order and role clarification. 
Aaron, and his direct family were the Priests and performed some very specific jobs.

They were the only ones who could:

- Enter the Holy of Holies
- Look at and handle the “things” of the Tabernacle (all of the other Levites families 
would “carry” these utensils - every time GOD (YHVH) spoke - to pack up and move 
and only after Aaron had covered them up completely.) 

In the episode with Korach, Korach insists that we are all equal and that we all have a right 
to bring the incense – he is saying that “I am good enough to do this as well” - in other 
words, he is querying the fairness of this  work allocation. What we learnt from that portion 
was that although we are all equal, that we all have unique work to do, and that we should 
not envy others but should rather function properly in our place in the Body of Messiah.

In the passages below we are going to see that something has changed now that the 
Israelites are about to enter the Land. We see that the wording: “Priests, sons of Levi”, are 
now COMBINED into one grouping. More importantly, we now see that many of the 
functions that previously were separately allocated, are now allocated to both of the 
groups.

CHANGE OF RESPONSIBILITY

So, can all of the functions be done by anyone in the tribe? If so, can these 
functions now also be done by any other tribe?

Let us list some of these verses where this change of responsibility is evident. The 
previous very clear definition of roles and responsibilities has now shifted. These examples 
are illustrative only.
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BEFORE THE CHANGE 

Deuteronomy 10:8 At that time ADONAI 
set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark 
for the Covenant of ADONAI and to 
stand before ADONAI to serve Him and 
to bless in His Name, as they still do 
today.  

Deuteronomy 33:8-10 Of Levi he said: 
“Let your tumim and urim be with your 
pious one, whom you tested at Massah, 
with whom you struggled at M’rivah 
Spring.”

AFTER THE CHANGE 

Deuteronomy 21:5 Then the cohanim, who are L’vi’im, are to approach; for ADONAI your 
God has chosen them to serve Him and to pronounce blessings in the Name of ADONAI; 
they will decide the outcome of every dispute and matter involving violence.

BEFORE THE CHANGE

Leviticus 13:2 If someone develops on his skin a swelling, scab or bright spot which could 
develop into the disease tzara‘at, he is to be brought to Aharon the cohen or to one of 
his sons who are cohanim.

AFTER THE CHANGE 

Deuteronomy 24:8 When there is an outbreak  of tzara‘at, be careful to observe and do 
just what the cohanim, who are L’vi’im, teach you. Take care to do as I ordered them.  

BEFORE THE CHANGE: Carrying the Ark

Numbers 4:15 When Aharon and his sons have finished covering the holy furnishings and 
all the holy utensils, when the camp is about to move forward, then the descendants of 
K’hat are to come and carry them. But they are not to touch the holy things, so that 
they won’t die. These things are the responsibility of the descendants of K’hat in the 
tent of meeting.

AFTER THE CHANGE: Carrying the Ark

Deuteronomy 31:9 Then Moshe wrote down this Torah and gave it to the cohanim, the 
descendants of Levi who carried the ark with the covenant of ADONAI, and to all the 
leaders of Isra’el.  
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It is very clear that at some point in time the work dedicated to Aaron, had been also 
allocated to the other Levites.

SO WHO CAN BE PRIESTS?

1. Firstly, the separation of the Levites occurs after the sin of the Golden calf. It was that 
tribe that showed a willingness to be different, to be zealous for GOD (YHVH). We see 
that same attitude in the selection of Phinas, and Tzadok who both showed an 
eagerness to represent GOD (YHVH).

2. Secondly, people in the family line, who did not reflect Godly attributes were removed 
from the priesthood—the sinful son of Eli:

1 Samuel 2:30 Therefore ADONAI the God of Isra’el says, ‘I did indeed say that your 
family and your father’s family would walk in my presence forever.’ But now ADONAI says, 
‘Forget it! I respect those who respect me, but those who despise me will meet with 
contempt.’  

3. Thirdly, we note that Samuel, the son of Hannah, a descendent of Yitzdar (1 
Chronicles 6:12 – i.e. clearly not a descendant of Aaron) would become a Priest.

How do we summarize this?

• Any Levite can become a Priest. You must volunteer for the ministry.
• Only those Levites who serve in the Tabernacle are considered Priests.

To identify those with this authority we would look for:

• The wearing of the priestly attire
• Ministry work in the sanctuary
• Acceptance of the role to be a teacher of the Torah.

And accept that:

•Many Levites did NOT become Priests.

That is interesting - can anyone be a priest? 

The answer is a BIG YES.

It’s not a family lineage thing.
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Let us go back to the origin of the story.

The people had built the golden calf (together with Aaron)

Moses comes down the mountain, sees that the 
people are unrestrained.

He asks: “Whoever is on God’s side, come to 
me” And all the sons of Levi gathered 
themselves next to him.

It was never about a tribe. It is always about 
those who are eager to serve GOD (YHVH).

ANY MAN FROM ANY TRIBE CAN BE A 
PRIEST.

Exodus 32:25-28 When Moshe saw that the 
people had gotten out of control — because Aharon had allowed them to get out of control, 
to the derision of their enemies — Moshe stood at the entrance to the camp and shouted, 
“Whoever is for ADONAI, come to me!” All the descendants of Levi rallied around 
him. He told them, “Here is what ADONAI, the God of Isra’el, says: ‘Each of you, put his 
sword on his side; and go up and down the camp, from gate to gate; and every man is to 
kill his own kinsman, his own friend and his own neighbor!” The sons of Levi did what 
Moshe said, and that day three thousand of the people died.

A FINAL THOUGHT

We wonder what becomes of the Levites… what will their role be? The prophet Ezekiel 
seems to suggest that even this  tribe at point in time becomes a stumbling block for 
Israel and has their “RIGHTS” cancelled.

Ezekiel 44:9-13 Here is what Adonai ELOHIM says: ‘No foreigner, uncircumcised in both 
heart and flesh, is to enter My sanctuary — no foreigner living among the people of Isra’el. 
10 ‘Rather, the L’vi’im, who went far away from Me when Isra’el went astray, going 
astray after their idols — they will bear the consequences of their guilt, but they are 
to serve in My sanctuary. They will have charge of the gates of the house and of serving in 
the house; they will slaughter the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people; and they 
will attend and serve them. Because they served them in the presence of their idols and 
became an occasion of sin for the house of Isra’el, I am raising My Hand against them,’ 
says Adonai ELOHIM, ‘and they will bear the consequences of their guilt. They will not 
approach Me to serve Me in the office of cohen or approach any of the holy things or the 
especially holy things; but they will bear their shame for the disgusting practices they 
committed. 

May you always be eager to serve GOD (YHVH)!!
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May it be your desire to become intimate with the Holy One
May your status move from servant –leader, to friend 
May you raise up a worship that brings GLORY to the King that others may know whom 
you serve
May you be a Priest in the Tabernacle of Living Stones all the days of your life.

May you make the choice!

“Y’varekh’kha YHVH v’yishmerekha.
May YHVH bless you and keep you.

Ya’er YHVH panav eleikha vichunekka.
May YHVH make His Face shine on you and show you His favour.

Yissa YHVH panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom.
May YHVH lift up His Face toward you and give you peace.

In this way they are to put My Name on the people of Israel, so that I will 
bless them.”

--Numbers 6:24-27

Shalom!!
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