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CHAPTER	  1:

No sign except the
Sign of Jonah.



It seems that in every generation, man seeks to understand the FUTURE.

• For many this is a source of comfort … the knowledge that there is a plan.
• For others, whose lives are riddled with fear, this becomes a never-ending search 

for security.
• For others, it’s the search for knowledge and understanding in order that we can 

apply truth with wisdom.

Fact is that we are faced with many uncertainties, in a 
changing environment. It also seems that as  we get 
better, faster, stronger – that the level of change and 
uncertainty rises.

The realization that 50 years  ago we needed an armed 
revolt to overthrow a government, and today we see 
that this generation can get mobilized using cell 
phones, internet connection, Facebook, Twitter, etc.

So it’s not strange to wonder …

So too, in the days of Messiah.

We see that Messiah walks/talks  and teaches His life principles  … wherever He goes, He 
is  busy teaching and showing … and He tells us, we need to be “doing” just what He did, 
because He is doing what His Father showed/told Him.

And the voices call out … how will we know the time?!

It is the leaders who need to have assurance!! It’s  those who are teaching and walking on 
a path that they have NO confidence in … who want a SIGN. It’s a leadership that lives in 
deceit … they know the man-made laws and follow them, but they fail to reveal life itself – 
it is these who ask for a SIGN.

Let’s note who they are:

• Scribes [the lawyer types that can play with words].
• Pharisees [the preacher types that can tell the story].

Note … NOT the people! THE PEOPLE IT SEEMS ARE UNCONCERNED – they are 
happy. They see miracles. They get fed …

Ma#hew	  12:38-‐41	  At	  this	  some	  of	  the	  Torah-‐teachers	  said,	  "Rabbi,	  WE	  want	  to	  see	  a	  miraculous	  sign	  from	  
You."	   39	  He	   replied,	  "A	  wicked	  and	  adulterous	  generaAon	  asks	   for	  a	  sign?	  No!	  None	  will 	  be	  given	  to	  it	  but	  
the	  sign	  of	  the	  prophet	  Yonah.	  40	  For	  just	  as	  Yonah	  was	  three	  days	  and	  three	  nights	  in	  the	  belly	  of	  the	  sea-‐
monster,	  so	  will	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  be	  three	  days	  and	  three	  nights	  in	  the	  depths	  of	  the	  earth.	  41	  The	  people	  of	  
Ninveh	  will	  stand	  up	  at	  the	  Judgment	  with	  this	  generaBon	  and	  condemn	  it,	  for	  they	  turned	  from	  their	  sins	  
to	  GOD	  when	  Yonah	  preached,	  but	  what	  is	  here	  now	  is	  greater	  than	  Yonah.	  
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So before we take a look at how Y’shua (Jesus) answers this  question, let’s think about 
the topic of leadership.

Leadership.
We do not differentiate between the leader of a family or the leader of a tribe and a nation 
– that just defines a level of authority. In every case, the attributes/value system of what 
constitutes a leader would be the same. Some of the following thoughts that set the 
parameters for leadership have been taken from the book “Path of the Just” by Moshe 
Chayim Luzzatto.

A JUST LEADER would seek, in his words and daily deeds, to fulfill both of the following 
goals  simultaneously. Neither goal is more important than the other. And neither goal can 
be excluded at the expense of the other.

1. TO SEEK HIS GLORY AT ALL TIMES [love GOD with all of your heart].

We should be seeking to do works of obedience that are in line with the SPIRIT AND 
TRUTH of the WORD of GOD. We should seek to see an increase in His Glory, and not to 
desire/crave for power as we so often see today.

2. TO SEEK FOR THE REDEMPTION OF THE BRIDE OF MESSIAH [love your 
neighbor as you love yourself].

So not only must every deed have as its focus, the reflection of GOD’s Attributes [HIS 
Faithfulness, Goodness, Mercy, etc.] – but every deed must have as it’s  core purpose, the 
goal to impact the broader community of believers, so that the Bride is prepared for Her 
Returning King.

This  is the calling of everyone who acts as shepherd – those who work for the wellbeing 
of others, for the SHALOM of the house, and for those who build walls of protection 
[prayer/intercession] to prevent the enemy from harming the children. It’s  therefore vital to 
understand/define the criteria that make up this  aspect of leadership before we start to 
analyze the hidden messages in Jonah.

A. A LEADER MUST CLEAVE TO GOD.
We have many references to the call to cleave to GOD:

Deuteronomy	  30:20 	  Loving	  ADONAI	  your	  GOD,	  paying	  aSenAon	  to	  what	  He	   says	  and	  clinging	  to	  Him	  -‐	   for	  
that	  is	  the	  purpose	  of	  your	  life!	  On	  this	  depends	  the	  length	  of	  Ame	  you	  will	  live	  in	  the	  land	  ADONAI	  swore	  He	  
would	  give	  to	  your	  ancestors	  Avraham,	  Yitz'chak	  and	  Ya'akov.

Psalm	  63:1	  A	  psalm	  of	  David,	  when	  he	  was	  in	  the	  desert	  of	  Y'hudah:	  O	  GOD,	  You	  are	  my	  GOD;	  I	  will 	  seek	  You	  
eagerly.	  My	  heart	  thirsts	  for	  You,	  my	  body	  longs	  for	  You	  in	  a	  land	  parched	  and	  exhausted,	  where	  no	  water	  
can	  be	  found.
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Cleaving is  an integral part of loving GOD. It has as a core understanding that we are 
focused on meeting the expectation of GOD. This preoccupation on heavenly things will 
mean that we are unaware of the pressures made by man’s ego. It means that we have 
put the “old man” aside and that we do not do things for our own personal benefit. Such a 
man will be unable to deviate from the path and calling that is set out in front of him.

B. A LEADER MUST REJOICE IN HIS CALLING.
One of our greatest goals must be to serve GOD 
with JOY (Psalms 68:4, 100:2, 43:4, 71:23).

It is  easy to serve GOD with joy, when things are 
going well with me – when my emotional bank is 
full of good news, my home filled with happy family 
members … then my ability to laugh is high.

It’s not that easy when there is  drought in the land, 
sickness in the home … somehow GOD EXPECTS 
A LEADER to lift up his spirit at all times, and to 
reveal a spark of rejoicing.

In fact, this is so critical that GOD tells  us that HE 
gets ANGRY when we try to serve Him without joy:

Deuteronomy	   28:47-‐48	  47	   	   Because	   you	  did	  not	  serve	   the	   Lord	  your	  GOD	  with	  joyfulness	  of	   [mind	  and]	  
heart	  [in	  graBtude]	   for	  the	   abundance	  of	   all	   [with	  which	  He	  had	   blessed	  you],	  48	   	   Therefore	   you	   shall	  
serve	  your	  enemies	  whom	  the	  Lord	  shall 	  send	  against	  you,	  in	  hunger	  and	  thirst,	  in	  nakedness	  and	  in	  want	  of	  
all	  things;	  and	  He	  will	  put	  a	  yoke	  of	  iron	  upon	  your	  neck	  unAl	  He	  has	  destroyed	  you.	  

C. A LEADER MUST BE ZEALOUS IN FOLLOWING GOD’S 
COMMANDMENTS.

A leader must be a perfect follower … someone who is  committed to the vision, will work 
diligently, and with great passion to achieve the desired objective.

Psalm	  139:21-‐22	  ADONAI,	  how	  I	  hate	  those	  who	  hate	  You!	  I	  feel	  such	  disgust	  with	  those	  who	  defy	  You!	  22	  I	  
hate	  them	  with	  unlimited	  hatred!	  They	  have	  become	  my	  enemies	  too.	  

GOD sets a perfect standard, and therefore a leader that is zealous will do everything to 
meet GOD’s Standard. We will serve to bring HIM honor, but we will also contend with HIS 
enemies to subdue them where we can.

In today’s terms, we will take a stand against any party/kingdom that would set itself 
against the Kingdom of GOD. We would not be able to tolerate it to see GOD’s Name, 
Virtues, and Attributes desecrated.
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D. LEADERS WILL BE RECOGNIZED BY THEIR ABILITY TO CALL 
OTHERS TO FOLLOW A VISION.

In order to follow a vision, you need to be able to hear from GOD and visualize the plumb-
line that GOD has set for you to walk on. If you need to see a sign, then you cannot be a 
leader!

Now let’s turn back to the story … the leaders of the day, that ask Messiah for a sign!!

Y’shua (Jesus) ANSWERS this question for a sign as follows:

Ma#hew	  12:39-‐40	  He	  replied,	  "A	  wicked	  and	  adulterous	  generaAon	  asks	  for	  a	  sign?	  No!	  None	  will	  be	  given	  
to	  it	  but	  the	  sign	  of	  the	  prophet	  Yonah.	  40	  For	  just	  as	  Yonah	  was	  three	  days	  and	  three	  nights	  in	  the	  belly	  of	  
the	  sea-‐monster,	  so	  will	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  be	  three	  days	  and	  three	  nights	  in	  the	  depths	  of	  the	  earth.

Luke	   11:29-‐32 	  As	   the	   people	   crowded	  around	  Him,	  Y’shua	  went	  on	   to	   say,	   "This	   generaAon	   is	   a	  wicked	  
generaAon!	  It	  asks	  for	  a	  sign,	  but	  no	  sign	  will 	  be	  given	  to	  it	  -‐-‐	  except	  the	  sign	  of	  Yonah.	  30	  For	  just	  as	  Yonah	  
became	  a	  sign	  to	  the	  people	  of	  Ninveh,	  so	  will 	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  be	  for	  this	  generaAon.	  31	  The	  Queen	  of	  the	  
South	  will	  appear	  at	  the	  Judgment	  with	  the	  people	  of	  this	  generaAon	  and	  condemn	  them;	  for	  she	  came	  from	  
the	  ends	  of	   the	  earth	  to	  hear	  the	  wisdom	  of	  Shlomo,	  and	  what	  is	  here	  now	  is	  greater	  than	  Shlomo.	  32	  The	  
people	  of	   Ninveh	  will	   stand	  up	  at	   the	   Judgment	  with	  this	   generaAon	  and	  condemn	  it,	   for	  they	   turned	  to	  
GOD	  from	  their	  sins	  when	  Yonah	  preached,	  and	  what	  is	  here	  now	  is	  greater	  than	  Yonah.

And it’s in this answer that we should stand still.

• How often have you heard that this or that natural disaster spells the end times.
• How often recently have you heard that the signs are in the stars, and the planets – 

a comet that will cause untold damage as never seen before.

And Y’shua (Jesus)  words are – “But NO SIGN shall be given it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah”. This literally means … NO OTHER SIGN MATTERS.

Two themes for this Sukkot.
As I look at this passage it appears to me that there are two themes that we must 
consider at this year’s Sukkot Feast:

• What sort of leader are you?
• What sort of sign must I look for?

So let’s see if we can find out what sort of a leader is Jonah?
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It does not take long to realize that there are two stories where we find a common theme 
… stories  that are really interwoven with many of the themes – that of NOAH and that of 
JONAH.

Father ABRAHAM.
Before we go here however I think it’s wise to look at the FATHER of faith Abraham. What 
are the Godly LEADERSHIP characteristics that he reveals to us?

• He is always hospitable … he offers the minimum in food and then goes out of his 
way to provide far better.

• He always tries to find the good in his fellowman … he allows his  fellowman 
(Lot) the opportunity to have first choice, and does not want to take for himself 
[have you watched people who are first at the food table, the free/complimentary 
gifts?].

• He debates with GOD on behalf of his fellowman. It seems that he has  faith that 
mankind has  the ability to change, and also the desire to change [argues on behalf 
of the people of Sodom].

• He walks the length and the breadth of the Land, building altars to stake a claim, 
and to declare GOD’s Purposes.

And this is the man whom we call “a FRIEND 
of GOD”!

Noah + Jonah.
The stories of NOAH and JONAH fit together 
and are very similar in many ways, and yet 
are opposites in some ways as well.

Ways in which the stories are SIMILAR:

• In both cases  they will use a boat [ark/
ship] on their travels.

• In both cases they have a message from GOD to a doomed people.
• In both cases corruption and injustice are rife. The word that is used often in this 

context is “hamas” [Genesis 49:5, 16:5]. The word also carries other connotations, 
namely “wickedness” and “ruthlessness”.

• In both cases the story takes place set in a rare location … Tarshish and Nineveh.
• In both case there is advance warning of the on-coming judgment, and in both 

cases the same Hebrew word “sh-h-t/to destroy” is used.
• In both cases there is a forty-day window of timing.
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It’s the striking DIFFERENCES that give us a clue as to how these stories connect … and 
what the message is that we are to take at this time of Sukkot.

Noah Jonah
The people continue in their wicked 

ways, to their elected fate, and 
perish.

The people renounce their wrongful 
ways and are spared, and find 

freedom.

The forty-day period brings 
destruction (Genesis 7:17, 23).

The forty-day period is an opportunity 
to avert disaster (Jonah 3:4).

Noah uses a dove (yonah) to bring an 
end to the event.

Yonah (whose name means DOVE) 
is used to start the process of 

judgement.

We have the fast growing vines that 
lead Noah to drunkenness and death.

We have the fast growing gourd 
which seems to indicate life for Jonah 

(Jonah 4:6).

All animals except those on the ark, 
perish in the flood.

The animals “fast” equally with the 
people of Nineveh, in order to live 

(Jonah 3:7-8).

So the FIRST question we must attempt to answer is  – WHAT SORT OF LEADER WAS 
THIS MAN? And what are the attributes that I must be looking for?

• Do I search for the Godly Attributes that I should model my life on?
• OR do I look for the attributes that will define the prophet of the end-times to model 

my life on in preparation for His Return?

I would suggest that it’s BOTH!!

• On the one hand we should see what standard we should strive for, 
• And on the other we must be on the lookout for the attributes of the man that could 

define the message that we all want to be able to recognize.

We now know that the MAN NOAH and the MAN JONAH are connected. We must try to 
see what sort of leaders were they.

We know that Noah was righteous – but what else can we see from his  life? It’s  in the 
record of his birth that we see a unique word play connection. His father says – may this 
one “comfort” [Hebrew root NUN-CHET-MEM, Strong’s H5161] from the ground that GOD 
has cursed. 

A little while later GOD says He regretted [Hebrew root NUN-CHET-MEM, Strong’s H5161] 
that He made them [referring to the people since Adam and Eve].
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So the prophetic word over Noah’s life, namely that he will bring “comfort” also means 
“regret”. 

We see in the story of the ARK that Noah neither brings the comfort, nor does he cause 
GOD not to regret. We can say that he is a righteous man … but a FAILURE as a leader.

• He fails to convince others of GOD’s Goodness.
• He fails to stop and stand up for his  fellowman … it almost seems as  if he has no 

time for them, or no faith that they will change – and most importantly, he does not 
consider “my” neighbor. In pleading for Sodom, Abraham says “ulay (Hebrew for 
“perhaps”) there is X righteous men?”

• Noah wordlessly accepts … and just does what GOD told him.

Can we see something within these actions that is the straw that breaks the camel’s 
(Noah’s) back?

• He does not help his fellowman.
• He witnesses the terrible destruction.
• And it seems that he judges himself harshly … maybe the cries  of his lost friends 

causes him to feel guilty?

After many days afloat they get the news – its time to exit. However, when they exit the 
ark, we see a different kind of behavior – the shift from just doing, to doing it my way.

We see that Noah does not keep to the instructions [Commandment] as set out by GOD. 
He is told “how to” exit – you are to go out in pairs, husband and wife together.

Genesis	  8:16	  Go	  out	  from	  the	  ark,	  you,	  your	  wife,	  your	  sons	  and	  your	  son's	  wives	  with	  you.

They do it their way … Noah goes out, then his sons … and then the wives.

Genesis	  8:18	  So	  Noach	  went	  out	  with	  his	  sons,	  his	  wife	  and	  his	  sons'	  wives.

This  pattern of deciding how we do things, is 
one of the first steps away from GOD’s 
Path. Not only are they following their “old 
man”, but for some reason or other, it 
seems that they do not want to re-populate 
the earth. GOD only told Adam once to be 
fruitful. With Noah it is  different. We see that 
GOD GOD has to tell them twice to “be 
fruitful and multiply”:

Genesis	  9:1,	  7 	  GOD	  blessed	  Noach	  and	  his	  sons	  and	  
said	  to	  them,	  "Be	  frui`ul,	  mulAply	  and	  fill	  the	  earth	  
…	  7	  And	  you	  people,	  be	  frui`ul,	  mulAply,	  swarm	  on	  
the	  earth	  and	  mulAply	  on	  it”.
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Normally, when one starts off a fresh, the first thing you do is to make sure that you have 
the basic foodstuff in the house so that you can make a meal. Noah, it seems, has other 
priorities in life. We see that instead of planting barley/wheat, Noah plants  a vineyard and 
gets drunk [seemingly, he wants to drown in alcohol].

THE NEW HEART OF GOD.
After the flood we see this statement – NEVER AGAIN!

Genesis	  8:21	  ADONAI	  smelled	  the	  sweet	  aroma,	  and	  ADONAI	  said	  in	  his	  heart,	  "I	  will	  never	  again	  curse	  the	  
ground	  because	  of	  humankind,	  since	   the	   imaginings	   of	  a	  person's	   heart	  are	  evil	  from	  his	  youth;	  nor	  will	  I	  
ever	  again	  destroy	  all	  living	  things,	  as	  I	  have	  done.”

AND Ezekiel, [“before” the story of Jonah] says – GET A NEW HEART AND A NEW 
SPIRIT:

Ezekiel	  18:31-‐32	  “Throw	  far	  away	  from	  yourselves	  all	  your	  crimes	  that	  you	  commiSed,	  and	  make	  yourselves	  
a	  new	  heart	  and	  a	  new	  spirit;	  for	  why	  should	  you	  die,	  house	  of	   Isra'el?	  32	  I	  take	  no	  pleasure	  in	  the	  death	  of	  
anyone	  who	  dies,"	  says	  Adonai	  ELOHIM,	  "so	  turn	  yourselves	  around,	  and	  live!”

GOD sets a NEW pattern:

1. Man will never be destroyed by drowning again … there is grace for us.
2. And man would have a renewed heart/spirit and would therefore love GOD FULLY.

And it’s  with this background that we should think about the story of Jonah. These 
principles will be the backbone of the teaching that he has as disciple/prophet.

Now let’s look at the leader Jonah.

JONAH, THE LEADER.
1. Jonah ACTIVELY attempts  NOT to do what GOD asks  of him. GOD says  “get up” … 

and Jonah “goes down”:
a. To JAFFA.
b. Into the ship.
c. Into the lowest hold in the ship, where he tries to sleep it away.
d. Then he wants to commit suicide – “throw me over the ship!”

2. Jonah REFUSES to listen to the messengers that GOD sends:
a. GOD sends a great storm across his path. The ship’s Captain [get up and 

call your GOD] and the sailors speak to him [their own lives  change as they 
see the Power of GOD]. Those [the world’s unbelievers from the days of 
Noah who would have drowned] now do all in their power to save the 
Prophet.
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**NUGGET!** In the days of Noah, the prophet floats on the water in a boat while the 
world drowns – in the days of Jonah, the world floats  on the boat while the prophet wants 
to drown. What happens when the world is  more moral, righteous, and compassionate 
then the prophet?!

Jonah, FINALLY, gives the message – BUT the question is HOW?

Just five words in Hebrew – just the words:

“In forty days Nineveh shall be overturned”.

What would cause these words to bring such a result?

1. The forty days reference would remind all people about the great flood.
2. The word “overturned” [Hebrew h-f-kh] would visibly remind all people about the 

destruction of Sodom.

Genesis	  19:25,	  29	  He	  overthrew	  those	  ciAes,	  the	  enAre	  plain,	  all	  the	  inhabitants	  of	  the	  ciAes	  and	  everything	  
growing	  in	  the	   ground.	  29	  But	  when	  GOD	  destroyed	  the	   ciAes	  of	   the	   plain,	  he	   remembered	  Avraham	  and	  
sent	  Lot	  out,	  away	  from	  the	  destrucAon,	  when	  he	  overthrew	  the	  ciAes	  in	  which	  Lot	  lived.

How’s that for a clear prophetic word!! And for a second time, GOD shows how he can 
“turn” the meaning of a sentence. GOD choses to use the word like this:

Psalm	  30:11	  You	  turned	  my	  mourning	  into	  dancing!	  You	  removed	  my	  sackcloth	  and	  clothed	  me	  with	  joy.

You [h-f-kh] “overturned” my lament/mourning into dancing! And the people of Nineveh 
“overturn” their personal disaster into a victory when they put on the “ash cloths” and 
repent.

Our first question – what sort of leader is 
Jonah? And what sort of leader am I? What 
does Y’shua (Jesus) mean when He says “a 
sign such as Jonah”? Was he suggesting 
that the leadership would:

• Hear the call to “GO”.
• And would want to run away.
• And refuse to reach out to others 

with a message of hope – a repeat 
of the story of the man NOAH/
JONAH who remained SILENT … ?

OR is He saying … there could be a leader/king who hears of the two pronged warning of 
total destruction and still [much like Abraham] has the expectation in his heart to hope that 
“ulay/perhaps”, for a world that is filled with “hamas/injustice” ...
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... that a man much like the story of the sea captain and the sailors, would have the 
courage/capacity to see themselves as something better than what they had been up to 
now, and would be prepared to repent/change in order to meet GOD?

Maybe it’s  time for you and I to re-look at GOD’s Standard of a Godly leader. You see as 
we go through the world, we develop a man-made standard. We get a Greek MINDSET of 
what a leader is – the smartest, strongest, best looking, etc.

1	  Samuel	  12:3 	  “So	  here	  I	  am;	  now	  is	  the	  Bme	  to	  witness	  against	  me	  before	  ADONAI	  and	  before	  his	  anointed	  
king.	  Does	  any	  of	  you	  think	  I	  have	  taken	  your	  ox	  or	  donkey,	  defrauded	  or	  oppressed	  you,	  or	  accepted	  a	  bribe	  
to	  deprive	  you	  of	  jusAce?	  Tell	  me,	  and	  I	  will	  restore	  it	  to	  you.”

Samuel speaks to the people and says – by this standard you can judge a Godly leader:

• “Whose ox or donkey have I taken?”
o This  was the mode of transport [remember the story of Deborah and the 

white donkey]. This was also the means to make a living.
• “Who have I cheated/stolen from?”

o Have I taken anything that was not mine? (Could be physical, or could be a 
reputation by the act of gossip.) Even lent something and never returned it? 
Do I really make sure that the measure that I use is fair?

• “Who have I oppressed/made a slave?”
o Have I tried to get you to do things  my way? Tried to change your value 

system? (Have someone believe that a certain behavior is acceptable?) 
Have I ever looked on while you were abused – verbally, sexually, etc. – and 
kept silent or looked away?

• “From whose hand have I taken a bribe?”
o There are not any free lunches … have I opened myself to a place of having 

to return favors? Do you always give straight answers? Is your NO a real no 
… and your YES a real yes?

Verse five tells us HE is Witness – Samuel said, "ADONAI is witness against you, and 
His anointed king is witness against you today, that you have found nothing in my hands?" 
They replied, "He is witness." 

GOD knows and sees … HE is witness.

This word in Hebrew is:

• AYIN = eye.
• DALET = door.

A sentence to describe this would be – “WATCHING THE DOOR OF YOUR LIFE”. What I 
see go in and come out in your words/actions/emotions, will reveal what sort of leader you 
really are!!
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Are you the person who “ulay/perhaps” thinks that there is some spark of good in 
each person life? And if I give the “right” prophetic message then the people will return 
from the “hamas” in their lives?

WHAT SORT OF SIGN SHOULD I LOOK FOR?
Ma#hew	  12:39	  He	  replied,	  "A	  wicked	  and	  adulterous	  generaAon	  asks	   for	  a	  sign?	  No!	  None	  will	  be	  given	  to	  
it	  but	  the	  sign	  of	  the	  prophet	  Yonah.”

What does this really mean? What is it about the Jonah story that becomes the sign?

One of the problems that we have today is  the ever searching for a date and a time. I am 
certainly not in favour of these “estimates”, as I think it takes our eye off the goal, namely 
to be a light shining from a broken vessel to a lost world, by a lifestyle of obedience.

What I want to do with this alternative “timeline” is try to see if the message as to what 
constitutes the sign of Jonah becomes clearer.

I also want to state that there are many differing opinions as to the lifespans of some 
kings, as well as differences  of opinion as to exactly which worldly king the Bible story 
actually speaks about. The vast majority of these timelines start off at:

Daniel	  9:25-‐27	  Know,	  therefore,	  and	  discern	  that	  seven	  weeks	   [of	  years]	  will	  elapse	  between	  the	  issuing	  of	  
the	  decree	  to	  restore	  and	  rebuild	  Yerushalayim	  unAl	  an	  anointed	  prince	  comes.	  It	  will	  remain	  built	  for	  sixty-‐
two	  weeks	  [of	  years],	  with	  open	  spaces	  and	  moats;	  but	  these	  will	  be	  troubled	  Ames.	  26	  Then,	  ajer	  the	  sixty-‐
two	  weeks,	  Mashiach	  will	  be	  cut	  off	  and	  have	  nothing.	  The	  people	  of	  a	  prince	  yet	  to	  come	  will	  destroy	  the	  
city	  and	  the	  sanctuary,	  but	  his	  end	  will	  come	  with	  a	  flood,	  and	  desolaAons	  are	  decreed	  unAl	  the	  war	  is	  over.	  
27	  He	  will 	  make	  a	  strong	  covenant	  with	  leaders	  for	  one	  week	  [of	  years].	  For	  half	  of	   the	  week	  he	  will	  put	  a	  
stop	  to	   the	   sacrifice	  and	  the	  grain	  offering.	  On	  the	  wing	  of	  detestable	   things	   the	  desolator	  will	  come	  and	  
conAnue	  unAl	  the	  already	  decreed	  destrucAon	  is	  poured	  out	  on	  the	  desolator.

One of the issues under debate is which 
Temple is being spoken about? Most people 
think this  prophecy is related to the First 
Temple. The First Temple was destroyed, 
and because it’s A LONG time until the 
Second Temple is built, most people 
assume that the timeline starts somewhere 
here. However, recorded in:

Isaiah	  19:19	  On	  that	  day	   there	  will	  be	   an	  altar	   to	  
ADONAI	  in	  the	  middle	  of	   the	   land	  of	   Egypt,	  as	  well	  
as	  a	  standing-‐stone	  for	  ADONAI	  at	  its	  border.

We find the following – while the Temple 
service was stopped in Jerusalem, the 
sacrifices continued to be offered unabated 
at the Temple built at Elephantine, Egypt 
until it also was destroyed. 
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This  temple was only destroyed after the Second Temple had been built in the reign of 
Darius 2 [as recorded by Josephus].

This  means that there was  an uninterrupted period of time where sacrifices  were made 
[even though these all did not take place in Jerusalem]. 

We have taken the date of the destruction of the First Temple as the date which we can 
use as a valid date from which to consider all dates as they relate to prophetic word. Could 
this therefore be a reason why we have so many timeline discussions?

So it is possible, that the passage in DANIEL refers to another event, where a Tabernacle 
is  destroyed. In 71 CE, Vespasian made sure that the Temple was closed down 
completely. No temple existed anywhere, where sacrifice’s could continue.

The passage in DANIEL clearly states that after 62 weeks, the MESSIAH will be cut off. 
Y’shua’s ministry starts around 27 CE, and ends around 30 CE. His ministry has indeed 
been cut off. Without doubt, this one particular sentence is a direct reference to the 
crucifixion …

HOWEVER, the rest of this passage speaks:

• To the question of the destruction of the Tabernacle [broken down to the very 
foundation].

• To a river of warfare [absolute destruction of the people occur as  the JEWS are 
killed or driven out of the Land].

• And to a period of a week of years when the sacrifices would cease. (In Josephus’ 
“The Antiquities of the Jews”, he tells  us that during the last seven years, from 63 
CE until the burning of the Temple, Jerusalem saw a time when all worship and 
tithes ceased, and where sacrifices were stopped as a result of a corrupt priesthood 
and the war … the week of days may very well have been fulfilled in the physical, 
once already.)

History has recorded that the Temple is destroyed around 70 CE, about forty years after 
Y’shua’s reign on earth.

Let go back to Y’shua’s (Jesus) word!! The warning of Jonah … was this what the Messiah 
meant when He referred to Jonah? You will be overturned in forty days [now extended to 
forty years] – the judgment spoken out over Nineveh becomes the judgment over 
Jerusalem?

I am not interested in the practice of determining projected dates. BUT rather about the 
message of the day. WHAT EXACTLY did the Messiah mean?

1. In Jonah’s day it was a message to the pagans.

In Y’shua’s day it was a message to the people of Judah.
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In our days, it’s a message to those that make up the Tabernacle of the seven 
branched Menorah – the Tabernacle having the Messiah as the Cornerstone, and all of 
the parts that make up the Body of Messiah fitted together and made up of living stones.

Are we involved in “hamas”? 

One of the clearest principles  that 
come out of the Bible is the fact that 
the Tabernacle can ONLY be made 
up of Holy/Clean THINGS … 

All	   items	   had	   to	   be	   anointed/
sancBfied	   BEFORE	   they	   could	   be	  
used.	   The	   Tabernacle	   ONLY	  
contains	   LIFE	   …	   NO	   dead	   thing	  
could	  enter	  in	  at	  all.

If we are living stones, how can 
there be any evidence of “hamas”?

Or do we reflect justice, 
mercy, and humility?

2. In Jonah’s day it was a question of confronting his own beliefs.

He thought that he was a “evri anokhi” – a Hebrew that worships GOD. “Evri” means 
“crossed over”, but unlike Abraham that crosses over to where GOD sends him, Jonah 
also crosses over … but AWAY from where GOD wants him to be.

In Y’shua’s days the people had crossed over from a GOD-fearing generation, to a 
generation that had changed the Temple from a House of Prayer to a den of thieves.

In our days, a message to the Tabernacle made of living stones is ...

Are we truly Hebrew? Or are we a mixture of Noah and Jonah?

• Am	   I	   someone	  who	   is	  righteous	   in	   himself,	   open	   to	   hearing	   the	   propheBc	  
word	  …	  BUT	  like	  Noah/Jonah	  unable	  to	  SH’MA	  the	  word	   in	  such	  a	  way	  that	  
it	  brings	  life	  to	  those	  around	  me?

• Do	   I	   “look”	   legalisBcally	   like	   the	   Torah	   from	   the	   outward	   characterisBcs,	  
while	   at	   the	   same	   Bme	   appear	   lawless	   by	   my	   acBons	   of	   love	   towards	  
others?

17



3. In Jonah’s day it was the sign of a plant that grows and withers in a day.

A reflection of my own desires and needs … the interest of the ego … and therefore the 
things in my life that are “unholy”.

Interesting, the world searches for a lost wonder of the world – the “Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon”. With no real evidence, it was thought that these gardens were purely legend … 
most artists paint the garden with the Tower of Babel in the scene somewhere. 

Researches have recently proposed that 
these gardens were NOT at the BABYLON 
that we know today, BUT rather at Nineveh, 
and built by the Assyrian ruler Sennacherib. 
Various archeology discoveries  – the water 
irrigation systems and the layout of the site 
– give scientist ground to argue for this new 
venue as the site.

One factor would cause difficulty, the name 
… but only until you hear that the city’s 
name is changed to New BABYLON in 689 
BCE, when they defeat Babylon, and all of 
the city’s  gates  take on new names … it’s 
only in “Nineveh” that a water delivery 
system is able to sustain such a garden. 

A 19th Century base-relief from the palace in Nineveh shows trees growing on top of a 
colonnade … could it just be that the “fast growing plant” in the story of Jonah was a 
specimen from this very city?

It’s the imminent destruction of a city, and it’s  resurrection after the repentance of the 
people.

In Y’shua’s day, the message is about the people who had crossed over, from a nation in 
unity – to a society of legalism and abuse. No clearer evidence is  there for us than in the 
story of the accusation of the adulterous woman.

In our days, it seems the Bride of Messiah has also crossed over, from a faithful true 
Bride, to One that searches for power, manifestations, and glory.

I want to return to the story of Jonah:

Jonah	  4:6	  ADONAI,	  GOD,	  prepared	  a	  castor-‐bean	  plant	  and	  made	  it	  grow	  up	  over	  Yonah	  to	  shade	  his	  head	  
and	  relieve	  his	  discomfort.	  So	  Yonah	  was	  delighted	  with	  the	  castor-‐bean	  plant.

Is there something in the plant that speaks to us of this “sign of Jonah”? 
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We are told that the plant gives Jonah the much 
needed shade. Shade equals covering – and it’s 
in that concept of “covering” that we may need 
to find an answer.

The Sages will say – “is there a tree here?” What 
are they saying is – is  there anyone here that 
shields/covers his  generation in the way a tree 
gives shelter? Said differently, are there fathers 
in the house? Isaiah tells us that the righteous 
can be praised – because of their deeds, the 
entire generation will eat of the fruit of his labor.

Isaiah	  3:10	   Say	   that	   it	  will	   go	   well	   with	   the	   righteous,	  
that	  they	  will	  enjoy	  the	  fruit	  of	  their	  acAons;

No sign except for the “sign of Jonah”. 

The question is:

WHERE IS JONAH? 
WHERE ARE THE GODLY LEADERS?
LEADERS! Joshua is probably the leadership role-model that we can most easily define:

• Take courage and stand.
• Face the circumstances and the consequences, and do not quit! Go to the end.
• Look at/for the opportunity and see it as your portion.
• Reach out to others with a message of HOPE.
• Carry the “stones” of your Covenant/tzitzit to remind you that you are a “SON of the 

Covenant”.

You are ALL leaders!
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CHAPTER	  2:

The Songs of Ascent.



We find a series of Psalms that have been identified as having a unique flow and rhythm – 
Psalms 120 to 134.

Because of the flow of thoughts and the pattern of 
the words, these Psalms have become known as 
“Ma’a-lot”. This word really has more than one 
meaning:

• Step
• Degree
• Ascent

These Psalms have been put to music and are 
sung as a pilgrimage unit. Much thought has 
gone into deciding what the underlying reason is:

Ø Some say it represents  the long journey on the road to Jerusalem in order to be 
there to experience the three Feasts, but primarily to be in attendance at the Feast 
of Sukkot.

Ø Some say it represents the fifteen steps that one climbs as you enter the 
Tabernacle, with a song for each step, every-time on a higher musical key/note.

Ø Some say it represents the spiritual journey that you and I embark on as we leave 
the old life/man behind and move on to a walk of obedience/holiness.

I would like to think that its all three – but like to think that there is a special focus on the 
last concept.

Classical Hebrew writing style.

As you know, the Hebrew writers often made use of techniques to highlight messages/key 
thoughts. The mere fact the these Psalms are probably written by more than one person, 
does not detract from this idea – but in fact makes it so much more special when we see it.

• Psalm 120 … a call of distress by GOD’s people.
o Psalm 121… the assurance that GOD will help.

§ Psalm 122 … a call to go up to Jerusalem.
• Psalm 123 … a request for mercy.

o Psalm 124 … GOD is on our side in Zion.
§ Psalm 125 … GOD protects and delivers us  from 

the enemy.
• Psalm 126 … great joy at the restoration of 

Zion (Jerusalem).
o Psalm 127 … THE LORD BUILDS 

THE HOUSE.
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• Psalm 128 … GOD’s Blessing for those 
who fear.

§ Psalm 129 … the oppressed are free from those 
who hate Zion.

o Psalm 130 … GODs Forgiveness and Unfailing Love.
• Psalm 131 … Israel humbles Herself.

§ Psalm 132 … GOD returns to Jerusalem.
o Psalm 133 … brothers dwell in unity.

• Psalm 134 … praise and blessing from Zion.

Let’s see how the Psalms “PAIR OFF” in their meaning, and what lessons we can learn.

Pair 1: Psalms 120/134
Psalm 120 … I cried!! In DISTRESS!!

The Men of Kedar [Strong’s H6938 – the second son of Ismael] are causing problems.

Genesis	  25:13	  These	  are	  the	  names	  of	  the	  sons	  of	  Yishma'el,	  listed	  in	  the	  order	  of	  their	  birth.	  The	  firstborn	  of	  
Yishma'el	  was	  N'vayot;	  followed	  by	  Kedar,	  Adbe'el,	  Mivsam,

The Hebrew letters are:

• KOF = The back of the head, that which is the least, monkeys or apes.
• DALET = Door/pathway.
• RESH = Head.

The letter-picture we get is  – “the man that let’s  his old man/flesh reign (where he acts like 
a monkey), so that his actions take him on a path that will over-rule the man’s common 
sense”.

• These are men who lie about everything – backbiting is the order of the day.
• These are men who practice deceit (misrepresentation) this is the game of politics.
• These are men who want war even with those who want peace at all costs – their 

hands are on the dagger, even while they stand and talk to you, or eat a meal with 
you.

In Isaiah 42:11, we see that these are people who stay in the wilderness.

Isaiah	  42:11	  Let	  the	  desert	  and	  its	   ciAes	  raise	  their	  voices,	  the	  villages	  where	  Kedar	  lives;	   let	  those	   living	  in	  
Sela	  shout	  for	  joy;	  let	  them	  cry	  out	  from	  the	  mountaintops!
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We are staying in the town of Meshekh [Strong’s H4900]. The Hebrew letters mean:

• MEM = chaos.
• SHIN = destroy.
• CHET = fence.

Literally, this means “the town where chaos destroys all boundaries”.

As a side note – this  town is named after another man, whose family of JAVAN/TUBAL, 
who together are notorious for slavery. They barter merchandise for “human lives” and 
vessels of bronze …. they are sellers of slave labour:

Ezekiel	  27:13 	  Greece,	  Tuval	  and	  Meshekh	  traded	  with	  you,	  exchanging	  slaves	  and	  arAcles	  of	  bronze	  for	  your	  
wares.

GOD hears!!

BUT HE asks – “what are you doing in the 
wilderness?”

The journey in the wilderness was not that bad. 
After-all, GOD had delivered and He led the way 
all of the time (it took mankind a couple of 
hundred years, before we could build a GPS/Tom-
Tom!) And we where told what the lesson was this 
time … would we keep the Commandments or 
not? And, we had provisions  every day of the 
week … would we learn to depend on GOD?

If you choose to go through the wilderness, you 
are making a declaration that our future is TIED 
UP WITH THE LAND OF ISRAEL.

• Are you in an alien environment?
• Are you just wandering … no direction?
• Are you walking in His Commandments? 
• Are you entering His Rest … or do you have to be in control and doing things?

The answer Psalm 134 – you have to be in ZION!!

You need to choose where you will stay – which road are you walking on … the high road 
to Heaven, or the low road of human despair.

When you stand in HIS Sanctuary, in the House of GOD – when you serve HIM and 
acknowledge HIM as CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH … then you will be blessed as 
you raise your hands to bless GOD in worship.
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**NUGGET!** If you are in Jerusalem, in the Tabernacle, with your hands raised in 
worship:

• You will be empowered to meet the trouble of the day.
• You will be able to convince others about the importance of Israel (why could Moses 

not get this right?).
• You will be able to show others that the source of our faith is  of GOD, and NOT a 

man-made democratic system [you will stand against the Korah of the world].
• You will be able to identify the haters of GOD’ people and give strategy on how to 

deal with them [the Balaam that wants to kill and the Balak that works with crooked 
justice and human rights].

Pair 2: Psalm 121/133
I will!! Lift my eyes …

Every journey creates some uncertainty. More so, if you have never taken that road before 
… and even more scary, if it’s a very long distance. In the physical domain, the trip to 
Jerusalem meant many weeks along the road.

In the story of the “good Samaritan” we find some context to such a journey (Luke 10:25—
37). A “lawyer” [an expert of the Torah] had come to test the teaching of the Messiah. He 
understands and knows what is written. He gets told – GO AND DO … and then, knowing 
that its  impossible to keep the Commandments, tries to find a way out [you cannot earn 
salvation by works].

Since we cannot see if his love for GOD is real, he knows that the only way he can show 
his love for GOD is by “keeping” the other Commandment … love your neighbor. AND to 
make sure he can “do” this, he wants the definition of neighbor to be small!

Who are the Samaritans?

• People who had intermarried.
• People who had opposed the Jews when they returned from exile.

Ezra	  4:10	  The	  other	  naAons	  whom	  the	  great	  and	  noble	  Asnapar	  deported	  and	  seSled	  in	  Shomron	  [the	  ciAes	  
of	  Samaria],	  and	  the	  others	  who	  remain	  in	  the	  country	  beyond	  the	  [Euphrates]	  River.

People who did not want the JEWS in their village. 

Luke	  9.51-‐55	  As	  the	  Ame	  approached	  for	  Him	  to	  be	  taken	  up	  into	  heaven,	  He	  made	  His	  decision	  to	  set	  out	  
for	   Yerushalayim.	  52	  He	   sent	  messengers	   ahead	   of	   Him,	  who	  went	  and	  entered	  a	   village	   in	  Shomron	  to	  
make	  preparaAons	  for	  Him.	  53	  However,	  the	   people	  there	  would	  not	  let	  Him	  stay,	  because	  His	  desAnaAon	  
was	  Yerushalayim.	  54	  When	  the	  talmidim	  Ya`akov	  and	  Yochanan	  saw	  this,	  they	  said,	  "Sir,	  do	  you	  want	  us	  to	  
call	  down	  fire	  from	  heaven	  to	  destroy	  them?"	  55	  But	  He	  turned	  and	  rebuked	  them.	  
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BUT it is a Samaritan woman at the well that responds to Y’shua’s personal call of 
salvation … and it’s  these hated people that become the hero of the story that Y’shua will 
tell, and from which you and I have to learn a lesson.

A man on the way back from Jerusalem to Jericho is robbed, and badly beaten … 
bleeding, left alone, unable to walk.

• A priest.

IN TODAY’S TERMS – I am the only one that can define truth and error, with regard to the 
“way” we worship – the words that I must use to pray – the interpretation of prophecy – the 
way we experience the Holy Spirit – the way I make a sacrifice.

• A Levite.

IN TODAY’S TERMS – my teachings are the only version of truth – this is the way to keep 
Shabbat … this is the way to say His NAME … my calculation of the Feast day must be 
accepted  … this is the protocol …

• The Good Samaritan.

In time immemorial, the one that shows 
compassion to others – that may not always 
look like we do, may not always  think like we 
do … BUT is  the one that does everything 
possible to help others.

**NUGGET!** Notice the sign of a hypocrite 
… the “lawyer” can’t say “Samaritan” … he 
has to find nice words to cover his prejudice, 
pride, and arrogance. He says … “the one 
who showed mercy”.

• You and I would be on constant watch.
• We would look at the hills and the places of ambush.
• YET the Psalm seems to say … my help comes from the hills!

Could this be true? The pagans gathered on every hilltop, and every forest grove to build 
altars to strange gods …

Would I be looking there?!

Instead we find that our hope is in HIM – AND the place where we have to be focused on 
is Mount Zion.
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Jeremiah	  3:23	   Indeed	   the	   hills	   have	   proved	  a	  delusion,	   likewise	   the	   orgies	   on	   the	   mountains.	   Truly	   the	  
salvaAon	  of	  Isra'el	  is	  in	  ADONAI	  our	  GOD.

**NUGGET!** We are comforted when we know that someone is  watching over us. GOD 
never slumbers nor sleeps! Because HE is my Source, my feet will not be moved.

We hear these words … but often feel that GOD is far away. It seems in the layout of the 
Psalm that GOD wants to focus your attention on “YHVH is Your KEEPER”.

In the HEBREW, you will find:

• 58 letter symbols …
o YHVH is your Keeper …

• 58 letter symbols.

The answer?

Psalm 133

• When we dwell in unity,
• When we live in harmony,
• When we imitate the Samaritan,

Then our souls  will never be stressed as  we experience the oil of GOD’s Blessing poured 
over us.

ARE YOU A HELP TO OTHERS?
DO YOU WATCH OUT FOR THE FAMILY?

The oil of blessing always descends from Mount Zion …

Pair 3: Psalms 122/132
I was glad!!
When they said to me!!
Let’s go into the House of GOD!!

Our feet are standing within the gates  of Jerusalem … the Psalm highlights a very 
important fact … but this fact is hidden away!

Verse five says “for thrones are set for judgment”. For there the thrones of justice were 
set up, the thrones of the house of David.

There are two thrones …
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1. That of the house of King David – an earthly kingdom, one whose very actions/
deeds should reflect the heavens value and attributes. 

2. And that of GOD’s Throne – and its because of this throne, in the heart of the 
Tabernacle, that you and I can say “peace be within you”.

GOD’s Throne is  one of complete judgment. Every deed, both good and bad will be 
judged.

But we know that GOD is compassionate. And HE gives us TIME.

We see HIS Divine Judgment tempered in three ways:

• He delays punishment – giving man time to reconsider his actions.
• He allows that the total punishment is withheld if he sees that man is  truly 

repentant, and remorseful of his actions.
• He grants benevolence when he sees that man severs himself completely from 

these action AND flees from it, therefore willfully uprooting the deed in his life.

It’s only when we serve GOD like that, that we will go up 
to His House to give testimony, and thanks.

Man can find PEACE … BUT to do so, WE MUST:

PRAY for the PEACE/PROSPERITY of JERUSALEM.

Why do we not experience peace?

Luke	   19:41—44	  When	   Y’shua	  had	  come	   closer	  and	  could	  see	   the	  
city,	  he	   wept	   over	   it,	   42	   saying,	  "If	   you	  only	   knew	   today	  what	   is	  
needed	  for	  shalom!	  But	  for	  now	  it	  is	  hidden	  from	  your	  sight.	  43	  For	  
the	   days	   are	   coming	  upon	  you	  when	  your	   enemies	  will	   set	   up	   a	  
barricade	   around	  you,	   encircle	   you,	  hem	  you	   in	  on	   every	   side,	   44	  
and	   dash	   you	   to	   the	   ground,	   you	   and	   your	   children	   within	  your	  
walls,	  leaving	  not	  one	  stone	  standing	  on	  another	  -‐-‐	  and	  all	  because	  
you	  did	  not	  recognize	  your	  opportunity	  when	  GOD	  offered	  it!"

You must know the TIME of your visitation!!

We are gathered here to celebrate a Feast … and yet it seems that the more we do so, the 
greater the levels of opposition.

So strange … the Feasts are full of potential. They are times of open heaven. GOD made 
sure that we can clearly see that these are days of celebration for ALL of His people [HE 
goes so far as to specifically include the stranger] and yet we get a violent rejection from 
many believers in Messiah. Without realizing it, these believers  are NO different to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem.

The answer?
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Psalm 132

David tells us:

• He will not sleep until GOD has a “house”.
• He will not rest while the ARK is  “in the field of the woods” [the place today is  called 

Abu Gash, and is the site of one of the largest mosques that is  being built in Israel 
today].

• He will not rest until the ark is  returned to the Tabernacle, AND GOD’s Presence is 
once again in His RESTING PLACE.

GOD tells David where his resting place is … JERUSALEM.

AND HE SAYS – you must be joined/coupled/compacted with this city. The Hebrew word is 
“chabar”:

• To couple,
• To have fellowship with,
• To leap up,
• To join.

The letters are: 

• CHET = fence/separate.
• BET = house/tent.
• RESH = the head/person.

The letter-picture we get is “the head of a house who dwells inside the city”.

Do you now understand why David danced? Because he knew that his  FATHER also 
stayed in this city when the Tabernacle was complete.

The Hebrew letters that make up the name of Jerusalem are:

• YOD = hand/work.
• RESH = person/head.
• SHIN = to consume/destroy.
• LAMED = control/authority/tongue.
• MEM = water/chaos.

The letter-picture we get is “the work of the Head is to consume chaos by the 
SPOKEN Word of creation”.
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This place is also known as Mount Zion. The Hebrew letters are:

• TZADEE = catch/desire.
• YOD = work/deed.
• MEM = water/chaos.

The letter-picture is “Mount Zion is GOD’s Expression/Eesire to see the works/water 
of the Torah over-power chaos”.

• Where HE will dwell,
• And where HE will show HIS BLESSING.

GOD’s Resting Place/Throne is  coupled to the 
earthly throne of David:

Psalm	  132:13-‐14,	   17-‐18	   For	  ADONAI	  has	   chosen	  Tziyon,	  
he	  has	  wanted	  it	  as	  his	  home.	  14	  "This	  is	  my	  resAng-‐place	  
forever,	  I	  will	  live	  here	  because	  I	  so	  much	  want	  to.	  15	  I	  will	  
bless	  it	  with	  plenty	  of	  meat,	  I	  will 	  give	   its	  poor	  their	  fill	  of	  
food.	   16	  Its	   cohanim	   I	  will	   clothe	  with	   salvaAon,	  and	   its	  
faithful	  will	   shout	   for	   joy.	   17	   I	   will 	  make	   a	  king	   sprout	  
there	   from	   David's	   line	   and	   prepare	   a	   lamp	   for	   my	  
anointed	   one.	  18	  His	   enemies	   I	   will	   clothe	   with	  shame,	  
but	  on	  him	  there	  will	  be	  a	  shining	  crown."

**NUGGET!** You and I are kings on earth. Our thrones here MUST be aligned to the 
heavenly throne. What happens to your spirit when you stand in Jerusalem? We become a 
well “compacted”/knit family that pull together … we have common vision.

If your presence is in Jerusalem, you will not be divided …
The battle is still on today.

Every time that you withdraw from Jerusalem – the kod enters in to bring division.

AND then HIS people will shout for JOY!

Pair 4: Psalm 123/131
I will LIFT up my eyes!!

This Psalm asks us the question … what do I fasten my gaze on? Where is my focus?

To answer this, or give us a yardstick to measure against, the author gives us two 
examples:

1. The eyes of a servant that “looks” at the hand of his master.
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2. The eyes of a maid on the hands of her mistress.

The word “look” [Strong’s H5375] means:

• I lifted.
• To bear/carry.
• I have borne.

Why would a servant watch the hands of a master? The hands tell a story.

• A place where goodness comes from.
• A place where recognition comes from.
• A place where protection/provision comes from.

What happens to us  when we look to man all of the time? More importantly, what happens 
to me when I am that man that everyone looks to?

• We become scornful of others.
• We become filled with pride.

Just as you and I look to those in positions of power, to see what they will say and do … so 
too we are told, it’s far more valuable to focus my eyes on GOD … and then confirmation 
of the promise!

If we watch GOD, diligently … we will see “that He will be gracious to us”, and GOD will 
always be fair. Peter, speaks to the man at the gates. He says – LOOK AT US. Why? He 
could say this because Peter was looking at the Messiah.

**NUGGET!** If you LOOK LIKE the TABERNACLE of GOD, then we will see GOD’s 
Goodness. If I look to GOD, I will not:

• Get involved in things that are to great for me,
• Nor things that are too difficult [profound] for me.

If I look to GOD, I will understand that I will never know WHY GOD allows things to happen 
to people.

The answer?

Psalm 131

I do not concern myself with things that I can’t understand …
I leave it to GOD to show the way.
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AND THEN:

• I no longer look to GOD with the mind of an adult, 
• I put my emotions/soul into GOD’s Hands, 
• And I become a toddler in the Spirit, just like a toddler, 
• That instinctively turns to their mother for comfort, 
• So too, do I turn to GOD.

As I sit and write these notes, I think back on my walks  around the OLD CITY. Recently, I 
had the privilege to once again stay within the Old City walls. Because we were so close, I 
could get up early most mornings and walk down to the WESTERN WALL.

On the way, I experienced an absolute quiet … not a soul on the streets,  until you get to 
the wall … and then the buzz of the voices of men and women raised in prayer to GOD. 
After spending a hour or two, I start the walk back to the guest house.

It’s about nine o’clock now, and already the women begging for alms are at most corners 
of the steps leading away from the WALL.

What are they looking at?
Who is their source?

They are so close to the dwelling place of the Almighty … and yet they only have faith in 
their own tearful face and a hope that those who sh’ma GOD’s Word will have a sense of 
compassion to help those who can’t quite put their trust in/turn to GOD.

Pair 5: Psalms 124/130
IF GOD HAD NOT BEEN ON MY SIDE!!

GOD is FAITHFUL.

Mankind will set snares.
Mankind will try to overwhelm me.
Mankind will do anything to destroy me …

And yet, my soul escapes – because GOD fights  my 
battles for me.

But you and I have to contend … we cannot sit back 
and relax. We will be outnumbered. We will have 
greater armour/chariots set against us.

But yet my soul escapes [like a bird from a snare]!

Do I ever stop to think? Where would I be if GOD had 
not rescued me?
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**NUGGET!** Do you really/truly believe that GOD is  FOR you? That He will break the 
snare on your behalf?

The answer?!

Psalm 130

I cried!!
Out of the depths – out of every trial and tribulation – I cried!!

I wait!!
My soul waits … in the morning a new day rises new hope.

The words WAIT [qawah] and HOPE [yahal] both include the concept of  EXPECTATION. 
The watchman is NOT looking for the “morning” – the watchman looks for the OWNER of 
the morning …

**NUGGET!** With GOD THERE IS ALWAYS REDEMPTION – abundantly, for my iniquity  
… ALL of it! In every trial and tribulation, I must “cry out” and “wait with expectation”.

Pair 6: Psalms 125/129
We read the Torah with all good intentions. However, our brain does not always have the 
capacity to build a three-dimensional picture that the words paint for us. In the process, 
many times we miss out on what the writer is trying to convey.

I trust!!
In GOD who surrounds me … 

Those of you who have been to Jerusalem, would more than likely have gone down to 
David’s city and Hezekiah’s tunnel. How many of you stopped at the look-out point at the 
start of the stairway downhill, to look around you? The mountains surround Jerusalem … 
on all sides. In just the same way GOD surround’s you …

After walking down the tunnel, and all the way to the bottom pool of water, you can take a 
moment to stand and look back. If you can visualize that for a minute, then come with me. 
Let’s look back up towards the tunnel.

On your right hand side is  a wadi, a road that defines the start of Arab houses. This  would 
be known as the MIDDLE WADI [western side]. 

It starts  off somewhere near the Damascus Gate and comes out on the east side of the 
Old City, and finally joins the Kidron right at the bottom of the valley. In a sense it served 
as a “moat” around the city of David.
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At the Northern end of the wadi, we find what is known as Hezekiah’s  pool, and a bit 
further on, a pool in the trough of the wadi. Those who have walked down Hezekiah’s 
tunnel will recognize the pools that I refer to.

On the left hand side, a road follows the contours of the hill and coming out at about the 
Dung Gate you get the Ben-Hinnon valley … a little further to the left, the road follows 
another wadi [which starts near the Wolfson towers/Rechavya], snaking westwards around 
the mountain, that eventually comes up past the artists quarters towards Jaffa Gate. This 
wadi forms the boundary between the tribes of Judah and Benjamin [Joshua 15:7-8].

The Kidron wadi/valley is on the eastern side. If you come out of the gate at the very 
bottom of the walk down Hezekiah’s tunnel, and want to walk back, you will turn to your left 
and start up a very steep hill. On your right-hand side as  you climb back up, you will see 
the third wadi, the Kidron.

On the slopes towards the east, on the Mount of Olives, you will see the multitude of 
graves. The valley is very low and deep, and separates the city from the desert … a road 
passed down the wadi, all the way to the Dead Sea. And it’s here that you will find the 
Gichon springs …

What have I described? Embedded, into the mountains is  the symbol of GOD – the letter 
SHIN. The mountains are a plumb-line, an unshakeable sign/seal for you and I.

**NUGGET!** While you and I can see the mountains  all around Jerusalem, we can 
TRUST. The Hebrew word is “batach” and means confident, secure, sure.

What breaks down our confidence? Any actions 
that we allow into our lives  which are founded on 
jealousy, manipulation, and envy. 

The answer?!

Psalm 129

Although I am oppressed from time to time, yet they 
will not prevail against me. Even though they plow 
deeply into my flesh [back], yet their plans wither like 
the grass of the rooftop of a house.

Those who oppress – hate ZION. Those who love 
Zion, will hear these words. The blessing of YHVH 
be upon you!

Let’s look at the story of Joseph. Does this  story not perfectly describe the actions set out 
in the Psalm? Joseph is afflicted, is sold into slavery, lands up in jail … yet Joseph gets to 
tell the end time story as well. He rises to become the second most powerful man in the 
world, he gets to be able to bring restitution to his family, he is  able to provide for them in 
times of famine … surely it can be said of Joseph … “the blessing of YHVH is upon you!”
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Let’s think of other stories that will give us HOPE.

1. The Maccabees that overcome the Greeks army.
2. The queen, Esther, who stands against Haman.

GOD wants you to be able to build a three-dimensional picture [one like the mountains that 
surround Jerusalem] in you mind and your spirit of “how” GOD surrounds you … 

Can you try to visualize that?

Pair 7: Psalms 126/128
AND we were glad!!

This is a song of two halves:

1. In the first three verses – the PHYSICAL RETURN:
a. We are told of a history [something from the past].
b. We hear of the dreams of returning.
c. We hear the sound of laughter and singing.
d. The people are on their way back after being set free from captivity 

[Babylon].

GOD HAS done great things – difficulties …

2. In the last three verses – the SPIRITUAL RETURN:
a. We are told of a future.
b. We are told of the Messianic Era – of another rejoicing.
c. We are told of a reward for standing through the pain of oppression.

We SHALL reap.

**NUGGET!** We are often in in-between times. Out of some or other bondage … BUT, 
also not in a place of abundance. It’s  then the time to sow for a harvest [and not to eat the 
seed] … so that you will have a future!

The answer?!

Psalm 128

Those who:

• Fear GOD,
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• And walk in HIS ways …

Will eat the labour of their hands, and be happy. The word translated as happy is “asher”. 
Asher has two root meanings – (1) happy and (2) blessed.

A happy and a blessed man is one who has a legacy:

• A bride adorned for her husband.
• A mother to all.
• A fruitful vine.

In JOHN 15, Y’shua (Jesus) tells us He is the Vine, and we the Bride are the branches.

**NUGGET!** Those who fear GOD and walk in His Ways are HIS Bride. The GOD of Zion 
wants to bless HIS Bride … from Jerusalem [verse five] … ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR 
LIFE.

Psalm 127
The FOCUS of Psalm 127 is “unless GOD builds 
the house”. We are going up to His House. Is the 
author speaking about the Tabernacle? Or is there 
another house that we need to consider?

The Psalm is attributed to Solomon. This man was 
the builder of many cities, many fortifications. The 
ruins at Mediggo, Tel Hazor, and others speak of 
the unique GATEWAY/ENTRANCE to a CITY … 
one that can be easily guarded.

He is also the builder of the Tabernacle. It’s clear 
that he is not referring to a physical house. The 
word “build” could help us understand the context.

• In Genesis 2:22 we find this  word translated as “FASHIONED” and describes how 
the woman is build from Adam’s rib. 

• In Proverbs 14:1 we are told that a wise woman BUILDS her house – a clear 
reference to the family.

A legacy of a family.

The Psalm follows a pattern of POETRY. By connecting the key words, we can build on 
the themes that are important.
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GOD builds a HOUSE.
The inheritance of GOD are SONS.

GOD protects the CITY.
A man’s sons speak with him in the city GATES.

Those who TOIL get to eat of bread.
A man with a quiver of children is blessed.

GOD gives His beloved SLEEP.
A man’s reward is the fruit of his WOMB.
(Sons and daughters that carry a legacy are more valuable than gold.)

We see – A HOUSE IS MADE UP OF SONS THAT FORM THE GATE OF THEIR 
LEGACY. It’s with the building AND the watching that GOD warns us. He says, if you do 
this in your own way/efforts it WILL BE IN VAIN … it will not be successful!

Who is your GATEKEEPER? Can he be bribed? Are we vigilant to keep guard, with 
Godly wisdom, not human ritual, over the course that our family takes?

Let’s see how man builds a house. We have two Biblical examples from the Old Testament 
of how man’s attempts can turn out:

1. The Tower of BABEL.

Man starts  to build in opposition to GOD. We want to do something that’s big enough that 
GOD’s flood can’t hurt us again. We want to do something together so that we can never 
be divided again. We think that bricks and mortar can keep GOD at bay.

2. The rebuilding of JERICHO by Hiel.

GOD had decreed that the walls of Jericho would not be rebuilt … and those who attempt 
to do so, will find death at their doors. But this man says … who is GOD to say these walls 
will not stand?

We can define circumstances that GOD will not bless:

• Where we build based on slavery/oppression.
• Where we build based on pride and vanity.
• Where we value our independence and want to be god of my own world.

The question that is  being asked is this  … what sort of foundation do you work from? 
Remember, the house in question here is that of a family, but the principles are the same.

In the physical, you can have great engineers, good material, a large but wrong 
foundation, AND … your house could look like the leaning tower of Pisa!!

Let’s see how man acts as watchman.
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3. The Great Wall of China.

Man tends to build walls, moats, and gates in 
order to set a boundary … the longer the wall, 
the more resources you need to do the 
watching.

In the physical, we have such a wall. Its 3400 
kilometers long, to high to climb, to thick to 
break down. It’s  the only man-made structure 
that can be seen from space. It’s  the GREAT 
WALL of CHINA.

And yet, history tells  us that within the first 
100 years after its  completion, the enemy 
invaded China THREE times. All they did 
was to bribe the gatekeeper. So the 
question being asked is this  … what security 
do you have that will protect your family?

Moses + the Midwives.
I would suggest that you think about the story of Moses again. Pharaoh hates the children 
of Israel. He fears them for some reason. He gives the order – kill all the new born sons.

However, the Hebrew midwives fear GOD and refuse to honour the king’s decree. MOSES 
is  born. The story of Moses in the basket, growing up in the king’s palace, and eventually 
becoming the prophet of GOD (Exodus 2:1-10, Hebrews 11:23).

What are the lessons for a parent that is a watchman?

They do not fear the kings edict … they hide MOSES in direct disobedience to an earthly 
king … they understood that a child is a gift from GOD. They realize that he has potential, 
that GOD still has to unveil. They understand that every child is no ordinary child … and 
they live in expectation of him fulfilling his purpose.

Their faith in GOD’s Goodness allows them to overcome their fear of MAN. I am sure that 
they jumped every time the baby cried. BUT they chose to build their HOUSE …

They did not have a prophetic word about Moses. Instead they relied on His 
FAITHFULNESS. As they placed him in the basket, they acted on the knowledge, that 
GOD would be the WATCHMAN that they could never be …

**NUGGET!** Why build a house if it’s  not for the family? Why set watchmen, if it’s not for 
the family in the city? WISE MEN build/watch over their family because they know that 
CHILDREN are a HERITAGE.
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**NUGGET!** It’s FAMILIES that have to sing the song of ASCENT!

1. Psalm 127:3 “3  Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the 
womb a reward.”

Children are a heritage, a reward from GOD. You will be remembered by the children you 
leave behind … and your legacy will be left behind long after your accomplishments  have 
faded. Your spiritual heritage needs to be guarded.

Ezekiel	  3:17	  Human	  being	  [ISH	  =	  every	  single	  person],	  I	  have	  appointed	  you	  to	  be	  a	  watchman	  for	  the	  house	  
of	  Isra'el.	  When	  you	  hear	  a	  word	  from	  my	  mouth,	  you	  are	  to	  warn	  them	  for	  me.

The story that I would like to use to illustrate this is 
that of the MIDWIVES in the Exodus story.

Here we will see that these two women get told that, 
because they chose to save the Hebrew babies, that 
GOD will make them HOUSES …

They listened to Pharaoh, and knew full well what the 
consequences of their actions could be. Yet they 
value the act of creation that GOD has designed and 
elect to save all of these children. An action, in the 
face of danger, but in line with GOD’s Will, brings  this 
promise:

“I am remembered by the children I left behind.”

There is a song today “SHEMA”, that talks to the children saved in the World War II, and 
how a rabbi later goes to find them, in order to bring them back to Judaism.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUJE71JpcWA 

2. Psalm 127:4 “As arrows are in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of 
one’s youth.”

• An arrow is small, yet powerful.
• An arrow needs to be kept sharpened at all times.
• An arrow must be aimed to hit the target.
• An arrow shot with skill can travel hundreds of meters.

Zipporah, wife of Moses.
The story that I want to use to illustrate this is that of Zipporah—the wife of Moses 
(Exodus 4:24-26).
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An arrow that is sharp, powerful, etc., is  one that “fits” in the pouch, is in balance with the 
bow … in other terms, a part of the Covenantal relationship.

Zipporah circumcises her son [note, GOD does  NOT say that this  should happen] … but 
Zipporah does so because she sees that Moses is  under attack from GOD. When she is 
finished she says – “you are a bridegroom of bloods to me”. 

Mostly, we think that she is talking to Moses, angry that she has had to do this. Why would 
a woman have to do a man’s job? And generally we have been told that she refused to 
have the boy circumcised up until then … 

But the word “bridegroom” – Hebrew “chatan” – can also mean “father-in-law” rather than 
groom. “Chatan” is  used in a number of places, in reference to YHVH as FATHER. For 
example:

Jeremiah	  7:34	  34	  	  Then	  will	  I	  cause	   to	  cease	  from	  the	  ciAes	  of	  Judah	  and	  from	  the	  streets	  of	  Jerusalem	  the	  
voice	  of	  mirth	  and	  the	  voice	  of	  gladness,	  the	  voice	  of	  the	  bridegroom	  and	  the	  voice	  of	  the	  bride;	  for	  the	  land	  
will	  become	  a	  waste.

Psalm	  19:5	  5	  	  Which	  is	  as	  a	  bridegroom	  coming	  out	  of	  his	  chamber;	  and	  it	  rejoices	  as	  a	  strong	  man	  to	  run	  
his	  course.	  

A similar word [Strong’s H2858] is used in Exodus 3:1, where it uses the same format to 
speak of Jethro as Moses’ father-in-law. And so we see that, its possible that “maybe” 
Zipporah entered into a special relationship with GOD. And through this blood sealed 
ceremony, has formed a stronger bond than a normal marriage. We don’t hear much more 
about Zipporah or her children … but we see that Moses is always free to act where GOD 
wants him.

3. Psalm 127:5 “5  Happy, blessed, and fortunate is the man whose quiver is 
filled with them! They will not be put to shame when they speak with their 
adversaries [in gatherings] at the [city’s] gate.”

• How many is “full”?
• How many do you need to support you when you are old?
• How many do you need to speak of your integrity, in the city gates [a place of 

influence, power, judgments] when you are being falsely accused?

The story that I want to tell to illustrate this 
is the woman RAHAB (Joshua 2:8-24). 

We do not always know when we will 
contend with an enemy in the gates. 

Rahab had the understanding/knowledge 
to know … I “must” make a change in my 
life. And she had the earnest desire to see 
her “house/family” saved as well.
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The sign, a RED thread hanging from her house, was not very different from the blood on 
the doorpost AND it’s the same sign that is  used when the ancestor of David is born – the 
twin Peretz who gets  the scarlet thread wrapped around his  wrist in order to identify the 
firstborn.

There is an element of HIDING in the story of Rahab – just like Moses is hidden in the 
basket by his mother, so too Rahab hides the men under the flax.

The agreement is a covenant made by faith between the two parties, after she declares 
her faith in GOD’s Might, by acknowledging that HE has given this Land to the Israelites, 
she gets the promise that her “house” will be saved.

We see the leading of the Holy Spirit when she lets the spies out – she gives  Godly advice 
… “go to the hills”. It is those who have formed, protected, and defended the house/family 
that will be able to say … “we dwell in the midst of Israel today”.

4. Deuteronomy 28:6 “4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of 
thy sheep.”

You will be blessed when you come in and when you go out!

What is the sign on the doorpost of your house, in the physical, and the spiritual?

• Is there abundance? 
o John 10:10

• Is there bread to eat?
o Psalm 145:19
o Matthew 4:4
o Psalm 37:25

• Is there peaceful rest/sleep?
o Psalm 127:2
o Matthew 6:31-34

• Is the WORD/TORAH living in your house?
o 2 Timothy 2:15 

The story that I would like to use to illustrate this is that of RUTH. It takes someone who 
will make harsh choices:

• To leave her homeland and family.
• To go and honor/serve her mother-in-law.
• To humble herself and learn to accept the new values/principles of another people.

… because she does this, she is remembered because her “seed” inherits the gates of the 
City, and forms the linage of the Messiah.
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5. GOD created all things.

• He planned that Adam and Eve would be a “house”.
• He planned that He would get pleasure from your house:

RevelaBon	  4:11	  You	  are	  worthy,	  ADONAI	  Eloheinu,	  to	  have	  glory,	  honor	  and	  power,	  because	  you	  created	  all	  
things	  yes,	  because	  of	  your	  will	  they	  were	  created	  and	  came	  into	  being!

Is your house a house of prayer?
Is your house a source of pleasure for GOD?

While we think about our own family, and whether it really reflects GOD’s Will and 
Purpose, let’s just think about another prophetic calling:

Isaiah	  54:1-‐3 	  Sing,	  barren	  woman	  who	  has	  never	  had	  a	  child!	  Burst	  into	  song,	  shout	  for	  joy,	  you	  who	  have	  
never	  been	  in	  labor!	  For	  the	   deserted	  wife	  will 	  have	  more	   children	  than	  the	  woman	  who	  is	   living	  with	  her	  
husband,"	  says	  ADONAI.	  2	  Enlarge	  the	  space	  for	  your	  tent,	  extend	  the	  curtains	  of	  your	  dwelling;	  do	  not	  hold	  
back,	  lengthen	  your	  cords,	  make	  your	  tent	  pegs	  firm.	  3	  For	  you	  will	  spread	  out	  to	  the	  right	  and	  the	  lej,	  your	  
descendants	  will	  possess	  the	  naAons	  and	  inhabit	  the	  desolaAon.

Many times  this  Scripture is used to speak about 
the increase in business, BUT Isaiah speaks 
about the City. The prophetic word is  that – we 
should enlarge the tents … we need to create 
capacity for a “bigger” picture of Who GOD is.

• Have you limited GOD by the way you 
want to serve Him?

• Have you limited GOD by the way that 
you reflect Him to others?

GOD says – “watch how I measure”:

Zechariah	  2:5-‐9 	  “For,"	  says	  ADONAI,	  “I	  will	  be	  for	  her	  a	  wall	  of	   fire	  surrounding	  her;	  and	  I	  will	  be	   the	  glory	  
within	  her.	  6	  Up!"	  says	  ADONAI,	  "Move!	  Flee	  the	  land	  of	  the	  north!	  For	  I	  scaSered	  you	  like	  the	  four	  winds	  of	  
the	   sky,"	   says	   ADONAI.	  7	  "Move,	  Tziyon!	  You	  who	  are	   living	  with	   the	   daughter	  of	   Bavel,	   escape!"	   8	  For	  
ADONAI-‐Tzva'ot	  has	  sent	  me	  on	  a	  glorious	  mission	  to	  the	  naAons	  that	  plundered	  you,	  and	  this	   is	  what	  He	  
says:	  "Anyone	  who	  injures	  you	  injures	  the	  very	  pupil	  of	  my	  eye.	  9	  But	  I	  will	  shake	  my	  hand	  over	  them,	  and	  
they	  will	  be	  plundered	  by	  those	  who	  were	   formerly	  their	  slaves."	  Then	  you	  will	  know	  that	  ADONAI-‐Tzva'ot	  
sent	  me.

Jerusalem gets a NEW name!

Isaiah	  62:2	  The	  naAons	  will	  see	  your	  vindicaAon	  and	  all	  kings	  your	  glory.	  Then	  you	  will	  be	  called	  by	  a	  new	  
name	  which	  ADONAI	  Himself	  will	  pronounce.

Jeremiah	  33:16	  In	  those	  days	  Judah	  shall	  be	  saved	  and	  Jerusalem	  shall 	  dwell	  safely.	  And	  this	  is	  the	  name	  by	  
which	  it	  will	  be	  called,	  The	  Lord	  is	  Our	  Righteousness	  (our	  Rightness,	  our	  JusAce).	  
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Does your family have a new name?

What’s your name?

Are the foundation stones of your family labelled with the deeds of:

• Sons who sit in the gate?
• Sons that “work hard” and SH’MA His Word?
• Sons that reveal fruit?

More importantly, have you build a wall and a gate much like David did?

FATHERS, think of the next generation. They always ask ... “ulay/perhaps” and they 
always look for the “good”.

Would the next generation have a legacy to build on?

Near Beit Shemesh, at “Khirbet Qeiyafa”, we have found what seems to be a palace and 
royal storehouse belonging to King David, in the territory of Judah. The Bible records this 
City under the name of “Shaarayim” which means “two gates”. This ruin has two gates 
and would be the site where David killed Goliath and the Philistines were defeated.
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CHAPTER	  3:

The Ark of the Covenant as the 
Throne of Yahweh in your Life.



Paul tell us in no uncertain terms that all of the Bible is given to us for our edification. That 
means every WORD has a reason and a purpose to be where it is  found. Most 
importantly, we proclaim that there is only one Renewed Covenant with YHVH … and 
consequently, a word/concept given in the Old Testament must be validated by one in the 
New Testament.

Moses, in the Book of Exodus goes up Mount Sinai, and returns with the Covenant written 
on stone … he tells us  [as adopted sons of Abraham and spiritual heirs] that we are to 
build a Tabernacle:

• Not any old style.
• Not any old building material.
• Not by everybody [especially those unqualified in this area] only Belzalil and 

Oholiab will be the builders.

Moses is shown the pattern!

Exodus	  25:8-‐9	  They	  are	  to	  make	  me	  a	  sanctuary,	  so	  that	  I	  
may	   live	   among	  them.	  9	  You	  are	   to	  make	   it	  according	   to	  
everything	  I	  show	  you	  -‐the	  design	  of	  the	  tabernacle	  and	  the	  
design	  of	  its	  furnishings.	  This	  is	  how	  you	  are	  to	  make	  it.

Paul tells us in Hebrews that the earthly 
Tabernacle is a prefect replica of the real 
Tabernacle in the Heavenlies.

In 1 Corinthians 15:45, Paul also makes it clear 
that you and I have to live/walk out Godly 
principles in the natural FIRST BEFORE the 
results will manifest in the spiritual.

WHY IS THIS SO?! GOD wants us to be the light to the world:

• We must show acts of justice.
• We must reveal a heart of compassion.
• We must always present HIS Kingdom [humility].

We can’t use words without deeds to present the Father … that is a LIFE of fraud and 
misrepresentation. THEREFORE, you and I must study the “things” of the Tabernacle in 
order to see just how we are to live/walk a life of Holiness.

The ARK 
The Ark is one of the Tabernacle “things” that we need to analyze. In the physical:

• The size 2.5 by 1.5 by 1.5 cubits.
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• Made from SHITTEM-wood overlaid inside and out with gold.
• Covered by a gold-cover known as the Mercy Seat on which sat two cherubim.

HISTORY of the Ark.
The ARK has a long history with the Tabernacle:

Goes out before the people when they have to move.
Leads the way into the Land of Canaan as they cross the River Jordan.
Is kept at various places in the Land as Holy Sites until it arrives in Jerusalem.

Most scholars are unsure when the ARK goes missing – all sorts  of claims  are made today 
as to where it may be.

As we start to look at the spiritual meaning of the ARK, we should ask …

Is it relevant today?!

Much of the “need” for a physical article, is  based on the understanding that we need to 
see a physical NEW TEMPLE. Taking Paul’s thinking to its extreme, we need to ask …

HAS THE PHYSICAL NOT MADE WAY FOR THE SPIRITUAL?

In the Book of Hebrews, Paul says that the old priesthood/protocol has made way for a 
greater/better system. 

Jeremiah.
Let’s return to the Prophet JEREMIAH. Jeremiah, spends most of his  time talking about a 
future new Tabernacle … about the New Jerusalem:

• He talks of a renewed Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31).
• He talks of a remnant that are saved (Jeremiah 31:1).
• He talks about the restoration of the Houses of Judah and Jacob (Jeremiah 30:1).

He is so sure that these future prophecies will come to pass that he buys a field (Jeremiah 
32:1) – as  a prophetic act to say that a son of Israel “owns” the Land … and more 
importantly, he talks of a time when:

• A branch of righteousness will execute judgment,
• AND Jerusalem will be known as “the LORD our Righteousness”.

So in all of this we can say, Jeremiah was seeing a future Tabernacle – at a time when the 
KING OF KINGS REIGNS! And so the question again is …
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Was/is the lost ARK ever really meant to be FOUND AGAIN?!

1st CLUE.

Jeremiah	  3:16	  “And,”	  says	  ADONAI,	  “in	  those	  days,	  when	  your	  numbers	  have	   increased	  in	  the	  land,	  people	  
will	  no	  longer	  talk	  about	  the	  ark	  for	  the	  covenant	  of	  ADONAI	  –	  they	  won't	  think	  about	  it,	  they	  won't	  miss	  
it,	  and	  they	  won't	  make	  another	  one.”

In the lead up to this verse we find the following context:

• GOD calls the backsliding children to return.
• GOD declares that HE is MARRIED to you.
• GOD says He will take one from the city and two from a family.
• GOD says He will bring us back to ZION/JERUSALEM.
• GODs says I will appoint shepherds after my heart.
• GOD says we will be fed with knowledge and understanding.

THEN, when we have been “multiplied and increased” in the Land in those days …

I have often said – Hebrew into English does not work to well. A better translation is  this – 
“we have been increasing in fruitfulness”. This has as it’s internal meaning that we are:

• Growing more and more HOLY.
• Producing more and more FRUIT.
• And the END product in olive oil and wine is of a SUPERIOR QUALITY.

We can like King of Salem, go out to meet 
others with:

• Bread,
• Wine,
• And oil.

Then verse sixteen – we will “SAY NO 
MORE” … THE ARK OF THE COVENANT:

• IT SHALL NOT COME TO MIND.
• NOR SHALL WE REMEMBER IT.
• NOR SHALL WE VISIT IT.
• NOR SHALL IT BE MADE 

ANYMORE!! 

46



And at that time Jerusalem will be known as the THRONE OF THE LORD.

The Sages say all of the people will be so filled with the Spirit of Holiness, that GOD’s 
PRESENCE WILL REST UPON THEM, as if the congregation were the ARK OF THE 
COVENANT.

2nd CLUE.

Jeremiah	  31:31-‐37	  "Here,	  the	  days	  are	  coming,"	  says	  ADONAI,	  "when	  I	  will	  make	  a	  new	  covenant	  with	  the	  
house	  of	  Isra'el	  and	  with	  the	  house	  of	  Y'hudah.	  32	  It	  will	  not	  be	  like	  the	  covenant	  I	  made	  with	  their	  fathers	  
on	  the	   day	   I	  took	   them	  by	   their	  hand	  and	  brought	   them	  out	  of	   the	   land	  of	  Egypt;	  because	  they,	  for	   their	  
part,	  violated	  my	  covenant,	  even	  though	  I,	  for	  my	  part,	  was	  a	  husband	  to	  them,"	  says	  ADONAI.	  33	  "For	  this	  
is	  the	  covenant	   I	  will 	  make	  with	  the	  house	  of	   Isra'el	  ajer	   those	  days,"	  says	   ADONAI:	  "I	  will	  put	  my	  Torah	  
within	  them	  and	  write	  it	  on	  their	  hearts;	  I	  will	  be	  their	  GOD,	  and	  they	  will	  be	  my	  people.	  34	  No	  longer	  will	  
any	  of	  them	  teach	  his	  fellow	  community	  member	  or	  his	  brother,	  'Know	  ADONAI';	  for	  all	  will	  know	  me,	  from	  
the	   least	   of	   them	   to	  the	   greatest;	   because	   I	  will	   forgive	   their	  wickednesses	   and	   remember	   their	  sins	   no	  
more."	  35	  This	   is	  what	  ADONAI	  says,	  who	  gives	  the	   sun	  as	  light	  for	  the	  day,	  who	  ordained	  the	   laws	  for	  the	  
moon	  and	  stars	  to	  provide	  light	  for	  the	  night,	  who	  sArs	  up	  the	  sea	  unAl	  its	  waves	  rorar	  —	  ADONAI-‐Tzva'ot	  is	  
His	  Name:	  36	  "If	  these	  laws	  leave	  My	  Presence,"	  says	  ADONAI,	  "then	  the	  offspring	  of	   Isra'el	  will 	  stop	  being	  a	  
naAon	  in	  My	  Presence	   forever."	   37	  This	   is	  what	  ADONAI	  says:	  "If	   the	   sky	  above	  can	  be	  measured	  and	  the	  
foundaAons	   of	   the	   earth	   be	   fathomed,	   then	  I	   will	   reject	   all	   the	   offspring	  of	   Isra'el	   for	   all	   that	   they	   have	  
done,"	  says	  ADONAI.

We will have a renewed Covenant, with both the House of 
JUDAH and the House of JACOB walking together. GOD 
will find a Bride that is  prepared to walk faithfully in the 
Covenant made, and will no longer break HIS 
Commandments. 

This  Covenant will be written on their HEARTS and NOT 
on tablets  of stone. Every man will  know GOD personally 
… and we will no longer look to other men to teach us.

**NUGGET!** IF the TORAH/COVENANT is  written on my 
heart … then I do not need the physical box which was 
the ARK … neither will I need to see the tablets of stone.

3RD CLUE.

Jeremiah	  3:18-‐19	  In	  those	  days,	  the	  house	  of	  Y'hudah	  will	  live	  together	  with	  the	  house	  of	  Isra'el;	  they	  will	  
come	  together	  from	  the	  lands	   in	  the	  north	  to	  the	  land	  I	  gave	  your	  ancestors	  as	   their	  heritage.	  19	  I	  thought	  
that	  I	  would	  like	   to	  put	  you	  among	  the	  sons	  [with	  inheritance	  rights]	  and	  give	  you	  a	  pleasant	  land,	  the	  best	  
heritage	  of	  all	  the	  naAons.	  I	  thought	  that	  you	  would	  call	  me	  'My	  Father'	  and	  never	  stop	  following	  Me.

When men walk in unity we get an inheritance of a pleasant land, and we will call Him 
FATHER. 

SONS know what a father wants and desire to please Him. Sons sit at the Father’s  Table – 
they don’t get instructions second-hand.

47



4th CLUE.

Psalm	  132:11-‐12	  ADONAI	  swore	   an	  oath	  to	  David,	  an	  oath	  He	  will	  not	  break:	  "One	  of	  the	  sons	   from	  your	  
own	  body	  I	  will	  set	  on	  your	  throne.	  12	  If	  your	  sons	  keep	  My	  Covenant	  and	  My	  InstrucAon,	  which	  I	  will	  teach	  
them,	  then	  their	  descendants	  too,	  forever,	  will	  sit	  on	  your	  throne."

This  entire Psalm is all about the “return” of a people, and the entrance into the CITY 
which is GOD’s Resting Place forever – JERUSALEM.

GOD says – “THIS IS WHERE I STAY … THIS IS MY THRONE”. We understand this to 
mean … the Tabernacle is GOD’s Throne on earth.

GOD promises David that, if his sons keep the Covenant, then they will sit on the earthly 
throne of kingship in this city. We understand JERUSALEM is a city with TWO thrones:

• A heavenly one.
• A earthly one.

If the ARK is now in a SPIRITUAL form – what should we be looking for?

In a search for this answer, let’s look at the TYPES of ARKS we find …

Types of ARKS in Scripture.
1. The ark of the Flood.

Genesis	  6:14	  Make	  yourself	   an	  ark	  of	   gopher	  or	  cypress	  wood;	  make	   in	  it	  rooms	  (stalls,	  pens,	  coops,	  nests,	  
cages,	  and	  compartments)	  and	  cover	  it	  inside	  and	  out	  with	  pitch	  (bitumen).	  

Here we find the wood for ARK as “tebah” or “box”. This ark is made of gopher wood 
covered with sulphur/bitumen. It’s purpose is clear:

To protect/provide for the remnant [a family] that were righteous.
To ensure that a “seed” of the Godly image of GOD would remain uncontaminated.

2. The ark of MOSES.

Exodus	  2:3	  When	  she	  could	  no	  longer	  hide	  him,	  she	  took	  a	  papyrus	  basket,	  coated	  it	  with	  clay	  and	  tar,	  put	  
the	  child	  in	  it	  and	  placed	  it	  among	  the	  reeds	  on	  the	  riverbank.

Here we find the same word for ARK, namely “tebah” or “box”. This ark is made of papyrus 
and asphalt/bitumen. It’s purpose is also clear:

• To protect/provide for a nation of redeemed Israelites.
• To ensure that this remnant remain pure/holy in the Image of GOD, and are planted 

in the Land of Canaan.
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3. The ark of the Covenant.

Exodus	  25:22	  There	  I	  will	  meet	  with	  you	  and,	  from	  above	  the	  mercy	  seat,	  from	  between	  the	  two	  cherubim	  
that	   are	   upon	   the	   ark	   of	   the	   TesAmony,	   I	   will 	  speak	   inAmately	  with	   you	  of	   all	   which	   I	   will	   give	   you	   in	  
commandment	  to	  the	  Israelites.

Here we find a different word for the ARK – the Hebrew word of “arun”. 

This  ark is made of shittim/acacia wood. This tree does not grow very tall/big in the desert, 
and consequently you need a great many trees to be converted into planks, that are 
“glued” together to form the overall planks that make up the individual sides. Is this not a 
wonderful picture of the Body of Messiah that really functions as ONE?

And GOLD … and here is another interesting feature – the “coffer” is lined on the inside as 
well as the outside. It’s within the name “arun” that we start to see some differences:

• The word in it’s simplest form means a “coffer”.
• The word is also the derivative from which we get the name Aaron.

Another word derived from the common name takes us to the concept of:

• To offer.
• To bring near.

**NUGGET!** The ark is made:

• Only from that which people are willing to give.
• Only as GOD directs that they should give.

It is the perfect picture of a man that has produced the 
Fruit of the Spirit, in the quantity and at the time that 
GOD directs, and then pours this out as the Holy Spirit 
leads.

BOTH the inside and the outside are coated with gold … 
is  this not the perfect picture of a man whose external 
actions [what the world can see] are a reflection of the 
internal man? There is  no double standard … what you 
see is what you get.

The FORM of the Ark.
The basic description of the ARK leaves one with the idea that:

We have a crest/box/coffer,
With a Mercy Seat made of gold,
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And two cherubim on top that look down on the mercy seat.

We know that the Mercy Seat is  described with the Hebrew word “kapporith” which 
literally means “cover”. It’s only when we look further into the Word to see what else a 
“cover” can mean that we get some other revelations.

Isaiah	  61:10-‐11	  I	  am	  so	  joyful	  in	  ADONAI!	  My	  soul	  rejoices	   in	  my	  GOD,	  for	  He	  has	   clothed	  me	  in	  salvaAon,	  
dressed	  me	  with	  a	  robe	  of	   triumph,	  like	  a	  bridegroom	  wearing	  a	  fesAve	   turban,	  like	  a	  bride	  adorned	  with	  
her	   jewels.	   11	   For	   just	  as	   the	   earth	   brings	   forth	   its	   plants,	   or	   a	   garden	   makes	   its	   plants	   spring	   up,	   so	  
ADONAI,	  GOD,	  will	  cause	  victory	  and	  glory	  to	  spring	  up	  before	  all	  naBons.

What an amazing picture! GOD has covered the bridegroom and the bride with a Robe of 
Righteousness, and both are covered with ORNAMENTS/JEWELS.

**NUGGET!** Immediately after the “wedding ceremony” at Mount Sinai, GOD leaves  us 
with this intimate picture of the lovers as they are covered by His Glory …

But that’s not all! This Hebrew word is  derived from the word “kaphar” which has  the 
meaning of:

• Bitumen.
• To condone, cancel, pardon.

And so we find that this Mercy Seat is the layer of protection [a covering] between GOD 
and the stone tablets of the Covenant underneath.

What an example of GRACE … the moment the Blood was sprinkled on the MERCY Seat 
in Heaven, we are protected from the consequences of failing to live by the Torah.

THE form of a THRONE.
It’s only when we apply some three-dimensional graphics to the Biblical description that we 
get another picture.

1. We have the coffer that forms the base:

1	  Chronicles	  28:2	  Then	  David	  the	  king	  rose	  to	  his	  feet	  and	  said:	  "My	  kinsmen	  and	  my	  people!	  Listen	  to	  me!	  I	  
set	  my	  heart	  on	  building	  a	  house	  where	  the	  ark	   for	  the	  covenant	  of	  ADONAI	  could	  remain	  at	  rest.	  It	  would	  
have	  been	  GOD's	  Footstool,	  and	  I	  prepared	  to	  build	  it.

Here we find the statement the David declares that he wants to build a house of rest for 
the ark … AND FOR THE FOOTSTOOL of our GOD.

Psalm	  132:7	  Let's	  go	  into	  His	  dwelling	  and	  prostrate	  ourselves	  at	  His	  Footstool.

These Scriptures gives  us the understanding that the coffer is  really a Footstool for GOD’ 
Feet.
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2. We have the MERCY SEAT on which two cherubim are standing. We read that 
their wings are extended.

The meaning ascribed to these two cherubim are (1) JUDGMENT and (2) MERCY. But its 
how their wings are extended that’s important. Diagrams of similar artifacts from that time 
show something very interesting.

If you can imagine the cherubim, each with 
its wings extended at 90 degrees – the 
form that then emerges is one where:

• The back two wings of the cherubim 
form the back of the THRONE.

• The other two wings point directly 
forward and form the armrest of the 
THRONE.

So the resultant picture1 that you get is a 
Throne, where the armrests and the back 
are made of the wings of the cherubim … 
and the coffer becomes the Footstool for 
GOD.

GOD speaks:

Numbers	  7:89	  When	  Moshe	  went	  into	  the	  tent	  of	  
meeAng	  in	  order	  to	  speak	  with	  ADONAI,	  he	  heard	  
The	   Voice	   speaking	   to	  him	   from	  above	   the	   ark-‐
cover	  on	  the	  ark	  for	  the	  tesAmony,	  from	  between	  
the	  two	  k'ruvim;	  and	  He	  spoke	  to	  him.

Clearly we see that GOD speaks from ABOVE the Throne – i.e., from HIS place in Heaven 
… we hear HIM from between the cherubim of the mercy seat.

Poles of the Ark.
Another interesting picture emerges:

1	   Kings	   8:8	   The	   poles	   were	   so	   long	   that	   their	   ends	   could	   be	   seen	   from	   the	   Holy	   Place	   in	   front	   of	   the	  
sanctuary,	  but	  they	  could	  not	  be	  seen	  from	  outside;	  they	  are	  there	  to	  this	  day.

2	  Chronicles	   5:9	  The	   poles	   were	   so	   long	   that	   their	  ends	   could	  be	   seen	  [extending]	   from	  the	   ark	   into	   the	  
sanctuary,	  but	  they	  could	  not	  be	  seen	  from	  outside;	  they	  are	  there	  to	  this	  day.
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In both of these passages, we see that the priests  could “see” the “poles” of the ark from 
the Holy Place. How is this possible? We realize that the poles, kept inside of the rings 
permanently, where pointing forward towards the veil. At the place where these poles 
touched the curtain, an indentation2 was formed:

**NUGGET!** The poles give the idea of a Nose. Think about the Holy Place – we find the 
(1) MENORAH, the (2) TABLE of SHOWBREAD, and the (3) ALTAR of INCENSE.

Whatever we sacrifice, and burn as incense … is what GOD SMELLS.

THE PERMANENT Ark in my HEART.
We have become a Tabernacle made up of LIVING STONES. Our Cornerstone is the 
MESSIAH.

Just as the Tabernacle in the Wilderness moved from place to place, so do we. In the 
same way, we stop at some places for a while before we move on – sometimes for a long 
period of time … sometimes only for a few days.

Packing up the Ark.
GOD directed a very specific way in which we pack up, move and reset the camp. Has 
anything changed in this time?

No  … everything in the Torah is given as an example.
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Numbers	  4:5-‐6	  When	  the	  Ame	  comes	  to	  break	  camp,	  Aharon	  is	  to	  go	  in	  with	  his	  sons,	  take	  down	  the	  curtain	  
which	  serves	  as	  a	  screen,	  and	  cover	  the	  Ark	  of	   the	  TesBmony	  with	  it.	  6	  On	  that	  they	  are	  to	  place	  a	  covering	  
of	  fine	  leather,	  and	  on	  top	  of	  that	  spread	  an	  all-‐blue	  cloth.	  Then	  they	  are	  to	  insert	  the	  carrying-‐poles.

Now, lets look at this example again. When GOD says we are to move, then the Aaron the 
High Priest:

• Takes the VEIL and wraps it around the ARK …
• Then takes some badgerskins and covers the ark wrapped in the veil …
• Then takes a blue cloth and covers the badger skins …

Before they insert the poles so that the Ark can be carried.

Number	  4:23-‐24	  Count	  all	   those	  between	  thirty	  and	  fijy	  years	  old,	  all	  who	  will	  enter	   the	   corps	  doing	  the	  
work	  of	   serving	  in	  the	  tent	  of	  meeAng.	  24	  "The	  Gershon	  families	  are	   to	  be	   responsible	   for	  serving	  and	  for	  
transporAng	  loads.

Lets take a closer look at this process, as we really need to understand both the physical 
and spiritual meaning of these steps if we are going to be in step with GOD when we are 
on the move.	  

In today’s world, many believers  are influenced by words of prophecy. While these may be 
legitimate Words from GOD, the individual still needs to understand the command to move 
will be announced by the sound of a shofar/trumpet … and then we need to know “how 
to” pack spiritually.

The VEIL.
The actual Hebrew translation for VEIL has two words.

v A “curtain of portiere” [this 
last word means a hanging 
curtain across a doorway 
… a doorkeeper, a female 
porter]. The Hebrew letters 
of the word for curtain are:

• PEY = a mouth.
• RESH = the head.
• KAF = open hand.
• TAV = a sign.

The picture created is therefore the 
“sign/seal of GOD’s WORD and 
DEED”.
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v The Hebrew letters of portiere are:

• MEM = water/chaos.
• SAMECH = to support.
• KAF = open hand.

This picture creates the image: “GOD’s Hand supports the Torah [water of His Word]”.

In summary, the VEIL is – the TORAH being supported by GOD’s WORD and ACTIONS.

The understanding of BADGER SKINS – the Hebrew letters that make up this word are:

• TAV = a sign/seal.
• CHET = fence/separate.
• SHIN = to consume/chaos.

The picture created by this image is  – a fence that separates the TORAH from that 
which causes chaos/or consumes.

A better translation than the word “blue” is “amethyst. The Hebrew letters  which make up 
this word are:

• TAV = sign/seal.
• KAF = an open hand.
• LAMED = to control.
• TAV = a sign/seal.

The picture created by these letters is – a open hand that controls life is the sign or 
seal of the KING.

**NUGGET!** Let’s put this together in real life. You and I made plans to travel to this 
Feast of Succoth. We moved because we heard the Holy Spirit say – you must go where 
the cloud is … [talking wilderness language].

The question is … did you WRAP GOD’s Living Stone in the VEIL of His  TORAH and 
Actions?

• With what attitude did you arrive?
• With what motive did you come?
• Are you speaking words of life?
• Are you showing deeds of loving your neighbor?
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• Did you petition/pray a Word of protection to cover yourself, the campgrounds, etc., 
THAT NO FORM OF DISUNITY WILL ARISE TO LEAVE AN OPEN DOOR INTO 
THE CAMP?

• Did you make a prophetic declaration that GOD’s Hand is a seal on everything that 
happens to you here?

If you and I are to become a living representation of the ARK, then we need to transform 
our minds until we start to act in accordance to the lifestyle and calling of a priest.

Taking the example that I have given, let’s  build on 
that analogy of the move to this campsite. Let’s say 
you just left Pretoria, and that you came here with 
“no real” expectation/purpose. In other words, there 
was no “cloud” by day leading you here … is there 
any real difference between this  example and the 
Biblical example where the Israelites  take the ARK 
into battle against the Philistines, make a lot of noise 
based on man’s ego, and loose both the battle and 
the Ark because GOD’s Spirit is not with them?

**NUGGET!** Every time you move, you should be 
making sure that the ARK of Testimony inside of you 
MOVES in line with GOD’s Dimension’s of time and 
space so that His Glory never departs!

PRINCIPLE. What principle do we understand? Whatever the Israelites SAW in the 
physical and DID in the physical, as part of the Tabernacle service, and the walk of 
obedience following the cloud, we MUST now do in the SPIRITUAL domain.

The Road to Emmaus. 
The spiritual truth is set out for us in another story that is worth thinking about. It’s the story 
of two men [disciples] who allow the circumstances that they find themselves in [the death 
of the Messiah on the cross] to cause them to take a journey away from the MESSIAH.

It’s also the story of a town know in the Old Testament as Kiriath-Jearim – the place 
where a man [stranger, not from one of the tribes] looked after the ARK for a number of 
years, until David came to take it back to the Tabernacle in Jerusalem.

In fact the town today [called Abu-Gash] is ONLY 10-12 kilometers from Jerusalem.

Everything had been going “well” for the men. They had seen miracles, heard life changing 
teaching – what could EVER change that plan?

The crucifixion of the Rabbi Who had become their Leader … and the two men start on the 
road back to EMMAUS.
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Luke	   24:13-‐27	   That	   same	   day,	   two	   of	   them	   were	   going	   toward	   a	   village	   about	   seven	   miles	   from	  
Yerushalayim	   called	   Amma'us,	   14	  and	   they	  were	   talking	  with	  each	   other	  about	   all	   the	   things	   that	  had	  
happened.	  15	  As	   they	  talked	  and	  discussed,	  Yeshua	  Himself	  came	   up	  and	  walked	  along	  with	  them,	  16	  but	  
something	   kept	   them	   from	  recognizing	  Him.	   17	   He	   asked	   them,	   "What	  are	   you	  talking	  about	  with	  each	  
other	  as	  you	  walk	  along?"	   They	  stopped	  short,	  their	  faces	   downcast;	  18	  and	  one	  of	   them,	  named	  Cleopas,	  
answered	  Him,	  "Are	   You	  the	  only	  person	  staying	  in	  Yerushalayim	   that	  doesn't	  know	  the	   things	   that	  have	  
been	  going	  on	  there	  the	  last	  few	  days?"	   19	  "What	  things?"	   He	  asked	  them.	  They	  said	  to	  Him,	  "The	  things	  
about	  Yeshua	  from	  Natzeret.	  He	  was	  a	  prophet	  and	  proved	  it	  by	  the	  things	  He	  did	  and	  said	  before	  GOD	  and	  
all	  the	  people.	  20	  Our	  head	  cohanim	  and	  our	  leaders	   handed	  Him	  over,	  so	  that	  He	  could	  be	  sentenced	  to	  
death	  and	  executed	  on	  a	  stake	  as	  a	  criminal.	  21	  And	  we	  had	  hoped	  that	  He	  would	  be	   the	  One	  to	  liberate	  
Isra'el!	  Besides	  all	  that,	  today	  is	  the	  third	  day	  since	  these	  things	  happened;	  22	  and	  this	  morning,	  some	  of	  the	  
women	  astounded	  us.	  They	  were	   at	  the	   tomb	  early	  23	  and	  couldn't	  find	  His	  Body,	  so	  they	  came	  back;	  but	  
they	  also	  reported	  that	  they	  had	  seen	  a	  vision	  of	  angels	  who	  say	  He's	  alive!	  24	  Some	  of	  our	  friends	  went	  to	  
the	  tomb	  and	  found	  it	  exactly	  as	  the	  women	  had	  said,	  but	  they	  didn't	  see	  Him."	  25	  He	  said	  to	  them,	  "Foolish	  
people!	  So	  unwilling	  to	  put	  your	  trust	  in	  everything	  the	  prophets	   spoke!	  26	  Didn't	  the	  Messiah	  have	  to	  die	  
like	   this	   before	   entering	  His	   Glory?"	   27	  Then,	  starAng	  with	  Moshe	  and	  all	   the	   prophets,	  He	   explained	  to	  
them	  the	  things	  that	  can	  be	  found	  throughout	  the	  Tanakh	  concerning	  Himself.

The ARK had stayed in this town for many years. The town had become famous. They 
probably told the story to everyone, and almost certainly arranged tours for the visitors to 
see where the ARK had rested … and true to modern man, they had probably erected a 
church over the site.

The Heavenly ARK had come to JERUSALEM … the people of this  City would talk about 
this for many more years.

BUT these TWO men needed the Messiah to “see” the TRUTH. Y’shua needs to walk with 
them, take them all the way back through the entire Torah so that their eyes can be 
opened. (And here an interesting fact – this is one of the cities controlled by the Gibeonites 
– the very people who made a covenant with Joshua … so in all probability these two men 
were GENTILES who had chosen to follow GOD.)

Does my DAILY walk (SH’MA) reflect the attributes of the 
Ark of the Covenant?
We have seen that the ARK is  a reflection of the Attributes of GOD. The layout and the 
design are meant to help/to illustrate to us how GOD WORKS and what He wants us to be 
like. Many times we hear the words – you are made in the Image of GOD, and still we 
struggle to understand what this really means.

• How do I “see” this?
• How do I “hear” this?
• How do I “feel” this?

And so when we come to stand before the ARK we can get an idea … BUT only if we 
allow our spiritual eyes to be opened so that we can truly see. 

The Sages say that when GOD spoke at Mount Sinai, the people “saw” what GOD meant 
when the words echoed in their ears … we need that SAME experience at the Tabernacle!
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The Tabernacle is  made up of THREE parts – each part has a purpose. It’s when we go 
back to Genesis  1:11, that we can connect the story of the “seed” with the Tabernacle. 
GOD says the seed will produce after its  own kind. It will produce a harvest. It will have the 
seed of LIFE in it. 

The picture of the Tabernacle tells us GOD’s Image is to be found in the fruit of an 
obedient life. The question is this:

• Does my life reflect this image?
• Do I have the seed of life?
• Do I produce this harvest of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit?

The Gospels tell in the parable of the seed that can produce a 30, 60, or 100 fold return. 
Your harvest, in terms of quantity/quality, will tell us where you are in the Tabernacle! If you 
only have a 30 fold harvest, we will know that you are in the outer court. BUT GOD wants 
to empower you for victory, and a full harvest!

After the fall of man, we see that there is a huge gulf between GOD and MAN … it’s like 
the Grand Canyon, only bigger and deeper. BUT GOD wants  at all times to bridge that 
gap! And the way He does it is by the ARK of TESTIMONY/COVENANT.

Y’shua dies to sprinkle HIS Blood on the mercy seat in heaven. EVERY DAY THAT I 
CHOSE TO STAND BEFORE THE ALTAR creates the vehicle/portal for me to experience 
this all over again, as GOD reaches out to meet me.

In order to stand there I have to be:

• Holy – having only GOD’s Character.
• Clean – having dealt with my own agenda.

But I can look great from the outside … my external gold may be shining brightly. The 
question is … how much of the gold is there on the inside?

The story that we should consider here is that of the rebellion of KORACH.

Numbers	   4:15	   When	   Aharon	   and	   his	   sons	   have	   finished	   covering	   the	   holy	   furnishings	   and	   all	   the	   holy	  
utensils,	  when	  the	  camp	   is	   about	  to	  move	   forward,	  then	  the	  descendants	  of	   K'hat	  are	  to	  come	   and	  carry	  
them.	  But	  they	  are	  not	  to	  touch	  the	  holy	  things,	  so	  that	  they	  won't	  die.	  These	  things	  are	  the	  responsibility	  of	  
the	  descendants	  of	  K'hat	  in	  the	  tent	  of	  meeAng.

The people who are the closest to the ark, and the priests who carry the Ark … REBEL!

It’s worth our while to stand still and think about this  … those of us that feel we are very 
close to the ARK, are really in contact … can easily miss the prompting of the Holy Spirit!
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**NUGGET!** You need to make a decision. I WILL 
ALWAYS keep the poles  [of the HOLY SPIRIT] inside the 
rings [OF THE COVENANT] … AT ALL TIMES. You must 
make a conscious effort to take care. Make a choice, 
daily, do not leave an opening for you to have to decide 
whether you feel like it or not, want to do it or not … 
submission to GOD means  – I am committed to the 
purpose of carrying the poles, and means therefore an 
acceptance to a life of obedience to the Commandments.

This  takes us back to the three “things” in the ARK. The seed inside of me will be reflecting 
in the harvest.

1. The MANNA.

• Is there testimony of a daily portion of the Torah and the Holy Spirit?
• Is there testimony of a walk of obedience [there are sacrifices on the altar]?
• Is there testimony of thankfulness and peace with my neighbor [the Mikvah is  being 

used daily]?
• Is there testimony of blessing on all those who have contact with me?

Can my fellow man “eat” of my bread and find nourishment, or are we like many of the 
loaves of bread today? Nice and brown on the outside, white and pure on the inside, but 
made from wheat that no longer gives life.

2. The Rod of AARON.

• Is it clear that the authority that I exercise is tempered by the Word [is there oil in 
the Menorah]?

• And the visible evidence of new leaves and flowers  and fruit show that I am a 
servant leader?

• Is it clear that I oppose all forms of injustice [is there bread on the table]?
• Is it clear that I speak words of mercy to those less fortunate [is  there incense 

raising from the altar]?

Can my fellow man rely on my version of justice? Will I give equal status  to the powerful 
and to the weak/poor? In today’s world, do I steer away from bribes?

3. The Tablets of the Covenant.

• Simply said … can you say He speaks to me? I see Him Face-to-face?
• Do you put on the linen ephod like DAVID and dance before the KING?
• What is it that will allow me to be free?

More importantly, I ask … where is your heart?
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CONCLUSION.

Jacob.
Let me tell this story. Jacob has to leave his home [Beersheba] and go back to the family 
in the pagan world for a while. He starts  off from a “HOUSE” [his father’s house] a place 
where GOD’s Presence can be found.

He will follow the highway, the only logical road past Jerusalem, until he gets to Beit-El. It’s 
here that he will lie down to rest, with his head on a stone, and have that spectacular 
dream of the ladder that goes up to Heaven.

Why a dream about a connectedness to 
Heaven [my father’s house]? After all, Jacob is 
without a home – he is wanderer , a nomad. 
GOD intends to give him a sense of 
purpose, GOD shows him where HIS Home is 
[in the physical] … and that’s also why Jacob 
will want to return here, many years later.

But the place is important – it’s  described as 
“that place”:

Genesis	   28:10,	   11,	  17,	  20,	   21	   Ya'akov	  went	  out	   from	  
Be'er-‐Sheva	  and	  traveled	  toward	  Haran.	  11	  He	  came	  to	  
a	  certain	  place	  and	  stayed	  the	  night	  there,	  because	  the	  
sun	   had	   set.	   He	   took	   a	   stone	   from	   the	   place,	   put	   it	  
under	  his	  head	  and	  lay	  down	  there	  to	  sleep.	  17	  Then	  he	  
became	   afraid	   and	  said,	   "This	   place	   is	   fearsome!	   This	  

has	  to	  be	  the	  House	  of	  GOD!	  This	  is	  the	  Gate	  of	  Heaven!"	  20	  Ya'akov	  took	  this	  vow:	  "If	  GOD	  will	  be	  with	  me	  
and	  will	  guard	  me	  on	  this	  road	  that	  I	  am	  traveling,	  giving	  me	  bread	  to	  eat	  and	  clothes	  to	  wear,	  21	  so	  that	  I	  
return	  to	  my	  father's	  house	  in	  peace,	  then	  ADONAI	  will	  be	  my	  GOD;

The Hebrew word for “that place” used is [Strong’s H4725] MQUM, and means:

• Country
• Home
• Space
• Seat
• Source

The Bible also does not say what the ladder looked like:

Genesis	  28:12 	  He	  dreamt	  that	  there	  before	  him	  was	  a	  ladder	  resAng	  on	  the	  ground	  with	  its	  top	  reaching	  to	  
Heaven,	  and	  the	  angels	  of	  ADONAI	  were	  going	  up	  and	  down	  on	  it.

• Was it a single ladder with its feet on earth and the top resting against Heaven?
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• Was it the ladder that we more commonly know, the step-ladder with the two feet 
that stand opposite one another?

• Where would the feet of such a ladder stand?

Why is this important? Because it’s here that GOD reveals where MAN must build a House 
for GOD … it’s here that the Gateway to Heaven is!!

If we plot3  Jacob’s journey parallel to the map of Israel – we see his HEART is in 
Jerusalem!

Jacob needed to know with certainty that he belongs in Israel … only when we are sure/
confident of our IDENTITY, can we go forth into the world and KNOW that we will not get 
lost/assimilated.

Jacob also needed to understand his prophetic calling. In the world where he will go, he 
will build a “house” and become wealthy … often, when this happens, we find it hard to let 
go, in order to return and make a “new” start. 

This  is especially true with Jacob, because he still has unfinished business with Esau, and 
more often than not, man will attempt to avoid the conflict.

Jacob needed to have an IDENTITY and a CALLING in order to lay a foundation that 
would allow him to return.

60
3	  Diagram	  taken	  from	  h0p://vbm-‐torah.org/archive/parsha65/07-‐65vayetze.htm	  

http://vbm-torah.org/archive/parsha65/07-65vayetze.htm
http://vbm-torah.org/archive/parsha65/07-65vayetze.htm


Jericho.
Many years later the children of Israel will cross back again into Canaan … this time they 
return with the physical ARK in their midst. It’s in the story about taking the first city of 
Jericho that we see the power of the Presence of GOD/ARK.

Joshua	  6:4-‐13	  Seven	  cohanim	  are	   to	  carry	  seven	  shofars	  in	  front	  of	  the	  ark.	  On	  the	   seventh	  day	  you	  are	  to	  
march	  around	  the	  city	  seven	  Ames,	  and	  the	  cohanim	  will 	  blow	  the	  shofars.	  5	  Then	  they	  are	  to	  blow	  a	  long	  
blast	  on	  the	   shofar.	  On	  hearing	  the	   sound	  of	  the	  shofar,	  all	  the	  people	  are	  to	  shout	  as	  loudly	  as	   they	  can;	  
and	  the	  wall	  of	  the	  city	  will 	  fall	  down	  flat.	  Then	  the	  people	  are	  to	  go	  up	  into	  the	  city,	  each	  one	  straight	  from	  
where	  he	   stands."	  6	  Y'hoshua	  the	  son	  of	   Nun	  called	  the	   cohanim	  and	  told	  them,	  "Take	   up	  the	  ark	   for	  the	  
covenant,	  and	  have	   seven	  cohanim	  carry	  seven	  shofars	   ahead	  of	   the	   ark	  of	  ADONAI.”	  7	  To	  the	   people	  he	  
said,	  "Move	  on,	  encircle	  the	  city,	  and	  have	  the	  army	  march	  ahead	  of	  the	  ark	  of	  ADONAI."	  8	  When	  Y'hoshua	  
had	  spoken	  to	  the	  people,	  the	  seven	  cohanim	  carrying	  the	  seven	  shofars	  before	  ADONAI	  passed	  on	  and	  blew	  
on	  the	  shofars,	  with	  the	  ark	  for	  the	  covenant	  of	  ADONAI	  following	  them.	  9	  The	  fighAng	  men	  went	  ahead	  of	  
the	  cohanim	  blowing	  the	  shofars,	  while	  the	  rearguard	  marched	  ajer	  the	  ark,	  with	  incessant	  blowing	  on	  the	  
shofars.	  10	  Y'hoshua	  gave	  this	   order	  to	  the	   people:	  "Don't	  shout,	  don't	   let	  your	  voice	  be	  heard,	  don't	  let	  a	  
single	  word	  out	  of	  your	  mouth	  unAl	  the	  day	  I	  tell	  you	  to	  shout;	  then	  you	  will	  shout."	  11	  So	  he	  had	  the	  ark	  of	  
ADONAI	  make	  a	  circle	  around	  the	  city,	  going	  around	  it	  once;	  then	  they	  returned	  to	  camp	  and	  stayed	  in	  the	  
camp.	  12	  The	   next	  morning	  Y'hoshua	  got	  up	  early,	  and	  the	  cohanim	   took	  up	   the	   ark	  of	   ADONAI.	  13	  The	  
seven	  cohanim	  carrying	  the	  seven	  shofars	  ahead	  of	  the	  ark	  of	  ADONAI	  went	  on,	  conAnually	  blowing	  on	  their	  
shofars,	   with	   the	   fighAng	   men	  marching	   ahead	   of	   them	   and	   the	   rearguard	   following	   ajer	   the	   ark	   of	  
ADONAI;	  all	  the	  while	  the	  blowing	  on	  the	  shofars	  was	  incessant.

We find in most translations that the priests carry the seven trumpets of the rams horns. In 
most Bibles this becomes one of the poorest translations! Instead of using the words “rams 
horns”, substitute this for the word “JUBILEE”:

Joshua 6:4 from the interlinear Bible:

The word for “ram’s horn” – Strong’s H3104 – is ALSO the word for JUBILEE!

You and I are to retake our land. You and I are to carry the ARK [in the spiritual] into the 
land, every battle, every marriage, every harvest … You and I are to proclaim liberty to all! 
We are to CARRY and blow JUBILEE!!

If we can do this, then you and I will experience JUBILEE!

61



ASK GOD – “HELP ME to use my eyes to see the COMPLETE REALITY of the physical 
dimension … HELP ME to SUBMIT this to the Holy Spirit, so that the principles/concepts 
can be transformed into the SPIRITUAL dimension.”

May your heart be in Jerusalem … ALWAYS!

I would ask you to consider taking part in a prophetic action … AARON and his  SONS 
needed to be consecrated before they could work in the Tabernacle.

I know that we do not have a Tabernacle today, but I want you to consider this  from Paul’s 
point of view.

Whatever we do in the physical, especially if we do it WITH RENEWED MINDS, and if we 
are walking in Spirit and Truth, then the action can become a MEMORIAL in your mind/
soul that will galvanize you to “see” with spiritual eyes.

Do you WANT to:

• Go through a cleansing [mikveh]?
• Put on the garments – a tunic 

and a kippa?
• Stand and have your head 

anointed with oil?
• Stand before GOD and make a 

sacrifice [words of commitment 
to the covenant]?

• Let your clothes be sprinkled 
with the sign of the Covenant?

• Bring a wave, a bread offering 
before GOD?

This  is a summary version of the process set out in Exodus 29:4-29. It’s  a symbolic act of 
SH’MA.

It’s a MEMORIAL.

It’s purpose is to ensure that you remember … REMEMBER THAT YOUR OUTER MAN 
CONTAINS THE ARK.

Serve it DILIGENTLY!
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CHAPTER	  4:

A pure, spotless 
Marriage Garment.



Sukkot is the special time of intimacy with GOD. It speaks  to a time when we re-live the 
atmosphere/sense of oneness that the Garden of Eden seems to reflect. As Solomon 
wrote so many years ago:

Song	  of	   Songs	  6:3	   I	  am	  my	  beloved’s	  [garden]	   and	  my	  beloved	   is	  mine!	  He	   feeds	  among	  the	   lilies	   [which	  
grow	  there].

The question is ... are we prepared for the ceremony 
and for the Oneness, that will be the norm from now 
on? Or will we merely try to experience something of 
the Feast now and then return to our old ways until 
next year?

Every bride seems to think that the wedding robe is  a 
critical part of the great day ... AND GOD seems to 
agree. More over, He tells  us that He has prepared a 
robe for you.

Ezekiel describes the Bride’s Robe in these words:

Ezekiel	  16:10-‐14 	  I	  clothed	  you	  also	  with	  embroidered	  cloth	  and	  
shod	  you	  with	   [fine	   seal]	   leather;	   and	   I	  girded	   you	  about	   with	  
fine	   linen	  and	  covered	  you	  with	  silk.	  11	   	   I	  decked	  you	  also	  with	  
ornaments	  and	  I	  put	  bracelets	  on	  your	  wrists	  and	  a	  chain	  on	  your	  
neck.	   12	   	  And	  I	  put	  a	   ring	  on	  your	   nostril	  and	  earrings	   in	  your	  ears	   and	  a	  
beauAful	  crown	  upon	  your	  head!	  13	   	  Thus	  you	  were	  decked	  with	  gold	  and	  silver,	  and	  your	  raiment	  was	  of	  
fine	  linen	  and	  silk	  and	  embroidered	  cloth;	  you	  ate	  fine	  flour	  and	  honey	  and	  oil.	  And	  you	  were	  exceedingly	  
beauAful	  and	  you	  prospered	  into	  royal	  estate.	  14	  	  And	  your	  renown	  went	  forth	  among	  the	  naAons	  for	  your	  
beauty,	  for	  it	  was	  perfect	  through	  My	  majesty	  and	  splendor	  which	  I	  had	  put	  upon	  you,	  says	  the	  Lord	  GOD.

Israel (the Body of believers that accept Y’shua as Messiah and who walk in obedience to 
His Commandments) is  portrayed as a woman (wife) that is dressed in the furnishings 
of the Tabernacle that is fully transformed into the Beloved of GOD. Take careful note – 
the garments  are made of linen, and the result is that the priest is  set-apart for honor and 
beauty.

Moses describes the Priestly Robe:

Exodus	  28:1-‐4	  You	  are	   to	  summon	  your	   brother	  Aharon	  and	  his	   sons	   to	   come	  from	  among	   the	   people	  of	  
Isra'el	  to	  you,	  so	  that	  they	  can	  serve	  Me	  as	  cohanim	  -‐	  Aharon	  and	  his	  sons	  Nadav,	  Avihu,	  El'azar	  and	  Itamar.	  
2	  You	  are	  to	  make	   for	  your	  brother	  Aharon	  garments	   set	  apart	   for	  serving	  GOD,	  expressing	  dignity	   and	  
splendor.	  3	  Speak	   to	  all	   the	   crajsmen	  to	  whom	  I	   have	   given	  the	   spirit	  of	   wisdom,	  and	  have	   them	  make	  
Aharon's	  garments	  to	  set	  him	  apart	  for	  Me,	  so	  that	  he	  can	  serve	  Me	  in	  the	  office	  of	  cohen.	  4	  "The	  garments	  
they	  are	  to	  make	  are	  these:	  a	  breastplate,	  a	  ritual	  vest,	  a	  robe,	  a	  checkered	  tunic,	  a	  turban	  and	  a	  sash.	  They	  
are	   to	  make	  holy	  garments	  for	  your	  brother	  Aharon	  and	  his	  sons,	  so	  that	  he	  can	  serve	  Me	   in	  the	   office	  of	  
cohen.

Exodus	  28:31-‐33,	  39-‐43	  You	  are	  to	  make	   the	   robe	   for	  the	  ritual	  vest	  enBrely	  of	   blue.	  32	  It	  is	  to	  have	  an	  
opening	  for	  the	  head	  in	  the	  middle.	  Around	  the	  opening	  is	  to	  be	  a	  border	  woven	  like	  the	   neck	  of	   a	  coat	  of	  
mail,	  so	  that	   it	  won't	  tear.	  33	  On	  its	  boSom	  hem	  make	  pomegranates	  of	  blue,	  purple	  and	  scarlet;	  and	  put	  
them	  all	  the	  way	  around,	  with	  gold	  bells	  between	  them	  all	  the	  way	  around.
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39	  You	  are	   to	  weave	  the	  checkered	  tunic	  of	   fine	   linen,	  make	  a	  turban	  of	   fine	   linen,	   and	  make	  a	  belt,	  the	  
work	   of	   a	  weaver	   in	   colors.	   40	  Likewise	   for	  Aharon's	   sons	   make	   tunics,	  sashes	   and	   headgear	  expressing	  
dignity	  and	  splendor.	  41	  With	  them	  clothe	  your	  brother	  Aharon	  and	  his	  sons.	  Then	  anoint	  them,	  inaugurate	  
them,	  and	  consecrate	  them,	  so	  that	  they	  will	  be	   able	  to	  serve	  Me	   in	  the	  office	   of	  cohen.	  42	  Also	  make	   for	  
them	  linen	  shorts	  reaching	  from	  waist	  to	  thigh,	  to	  cover	  their	  bare	  flesh.	  43	  Aharon	  and	  his	  sons	  are	  to	  wear	  
them	  when	  they	  go	   into	  the	   tent	  of	   meeAng	  and	  when	  they	   approach	  the	   altar	   to	  minister	   in	  the	  Holy	  
Place,	  so	  that	  they	  won't	  incur	  guilt	  and	  die.	  This	  is	  to	  be	  a	  perpetual	  regulaBon,	  both	  for	  him	  and	  for	  his	  
descendants.

John, living on the Isle of Patmos, sees this  Bride of Messiah “clothed in the righteous 
acts” – he describes her like this:

RevelaBon	  19:8	  She	  has	  been	  permi#ed	  to	  dress	   in	  fine	  (radiant)	  linen,	  dazzling	  and	  white—for	  the	  fine	  
linen	  is	  (signifies,	  represents)	  the	  righteousness	  (the	  upright,	  just,	  and	  Godly	  living,	  deeds,	  and	  conduct,	  and	  
right	  standing	  with	  GOD)	  of	  the	  saints	  (GOD’s	  holy	  people).

John also describes our role/responsibility/calling. He says the BRIDE has been 
transformed into a kingdom of priests:

RevelaBon	  1:6	  And	  formed	  us	   into	  a	  Kingdom	  (a	  Royal	  Race),	  Priests	   to	  His	  GOD	  and	  Father—to	  Him	  be	  
the	   glory	   and	  the	   power	  and	   the	   majesty	  and	   the	   dominion	   throughout	   the	   ages	   and	  forever	  and	  ever.	  
Amen	  (so	  be	  it).

RevelaBon	  5:10	  And	  You	  have	  made	  them	  a	  Kingdom	  (Royal	  Race)	  and	  priests	  to	  our	  GOD,	  and	  they	  shall	  
reign	  [as	  kings]	  over	  the	  earth!

RevelaBon	  20:6	  “6	  	  Blessed	  (happy,	  to	  be	  envied)	  and	  holy	  (spiritually	  whole,	  of	  unimpaired	  innocence	  and	  
proved	  virtue)	   is	   the	  person	  who	  takes	   part	  (shares)	   in	  the	   first	  resurrecAon!	  Over	  them	  the	   second	  death	  
exerts	  no	  power	  or	  authority,	  but	  they	  shall	  be	  ministers	  of	  GOD	  and	  of	  Christ	  (the	  Messiah),	  and	  they	  shall	  
rule	  along	  with	  Him	  a	  thousand	  years.”

One can therefore only draw ONE logical conclusion ... the Bride’s robe will look like/
resemble the GARMENTS of the priests that served in the Tabernacle.

The garments of the priest were very special:

• They were sacred (holy).
• They were to reflect honour and beauty.
• They were made by people who were filled with a spirit of wisdom.

Exodus	  28:1-‐4	  “FROM	  AMONG	  the	   Israelites	   take	  your	  brother	  Aaron	  and	  his	   sons	  with	  him,	  that	  he	  may	  
minister	  to	  Me	   in	  the	  priest’s	   office,	  even	  Aaron,	  Nadab	  and	  Abihu,	  Eleazar	  and	   Ithamar,	  Aaron’s	   sons.	  2	  	  
And	  you	  shall	  make	  for	  Aaron	  your	  brother	  sacred	  garments	   [appointed	  official	  dress	  set	  apart	  for	  special	  
holy	   services]	  for	  honor	  and	  for	  beauty.	  3	   	  Tell	  all	  who	  are	  expert,	  whom	  I	  have	  endowed	  with	  skill 	  and	  
good	  judgment,	   that	   they	   shall	  make	  Aaron’s	   garments	   to	   sancAfy	   him	   for	  My	  priesthood.	  4	   	   They	   shall	  
make	   these	  garments:	  a	  breastplate,	  an	  ephod	  [a	  disAncAve	  vestment	  to	  which	  the	  breastplate	  was	   to	  be	  
aSached],	  a	  robe,	  long	  and	  sleeved	  tunic	  of	   checkerwork,	  a	  turban,	  and	  a	  sash	  or	   band.	  They	   shall	  make	  
sacred	  garments	  for	  Aaron	  your	  brother	  and	  his	  sons	  to	  minister	  to	  Me	  in	  the	  priest’s	  office.”

We are told that the priests garments are for GLORY AND BEAUTY:
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Isaiah	  59:17	  For	  [the	  Lord]	  put	  on	  righteousness	  as	  a	  breastplate	  or	  coat	  of	  mail,	  and	  salvaAon	  as	  a	  helmet	  
upon	  His	  head;	  He	   put	  on	  garments	  of	   vengeance	   for	  clothing	  and	  was	   clad	  with	  zeal	   [and	   furious	   divine	  
jealousy]	  as	  a	  cloak.

Exodus	   28:40	  For	  Aaron’s	   sons	   you	   shall	  make	   long	  and	  sleeved	  tunics	  and	  belts	  or	   sashes	   and	   caps,	  for	  
glory	  and	  honor	  and	  beauty.

NOW, let’s looks at the description of the Bride as described by GOD:

Ezekiel	  16:9-‐14	  Then	   I	  washed	  you	  with	  water;	  yes,	  I	  thoroughly	  washed	  away	  your	  [clinging]	  blood	  from	  
you	  and	  I	  anointed	  you	  with	  oil.	  10	  	  I	  clothed	  you	  also	  with	  embroidered	  cloth	  and	  shod	  you	  with	  [fine	  seal]	  
leather;	   and	   I	   girded	  you	   about	  with	   fine	   linen	   and	   covered	   you	  with	   silk.	   11	   	   I	   decked	  you	   also	  with	  
ornaments	  and	  I	  put	  bracelets	  on	  your	  wrists	  and	  a	  chain	  on	  your	  neck.	  12	  	  And	  I	  put	  a	  ring	  on	  your	  nostril	  
and	  earrings	   in	  your	  ears	  and	  a	  beauBful	  crown	  upon	  your	  head!	  13	  	  Thus	  you	  were	  decked	  with	  gold	  and	  
silver,	  and	  your	  raiment	  was	  of	  fine	  linen	  and	  silk	  and	  embroidered	  cloth;	  you	  ate	  fine	  flour	  and	  honey	  and	  
oil.	  And	  you	  were	   exceedingly	  beauAful	  and	  you	  prospered	  into	   royal	  estate.	  14	   	  And	  your	   renown	  went	  
forth	  among	  the	  naBons	  for	  your	  beauty,	  for	  it	  was	  perfect	  through	  My	  majesty	  and	  splendor	  which	  I	  had	  
put	  upon	  you,	  says	  the	  Lord	  GOD.

RevelaBon	   19:7-‐10	   Let	   us	   rejoice	   and	   shout	   for	   joy	  
[exulAng	   and	   triumphant]!	   Let	   us	   celebrate	   and	  
ascribe	   to	  Him	  glory	  and	  honor,	  for	  the	  marriage	  of	  
the	   Lamb	   [at	   last]	   has	   come,	   and	   His	   bride	   has	  
prepared	  herself.	  8	  	  She	  has	  been	  permi#ed	  to	  dress	  
in	  fine	   (radiant)	   linen,	   dazzling	  and	  white—for	   the	  
fine	   linen	   is	   (signifies,	   represents)	   the	   righteousness	  
(the	   upright,	   just,	   and	   godly	   living,	   deeds,	   and	  
conduct,	   and	  right	  standing	  with	  GOD)	   of	   the	   saints	  
(GOD’s	  holy	  people).	  9	   	  Then	  [the	  angel]	   said	  to	  me,	  
Write	   this	   down:	   Blessed	   (happy,	   to	  be	   envied)	   are	  
those	   who	   are	   summoned	   (invited,	   called)	   to	   the	  
marriage	   supper	   of	   the	   Lamb.	   And	   he	   said	   to	  me	  
[further],	  These	  are	  the	   true	  words	  (the	  genuine	  and	  
exact	  declaraAons)	  of	  GOD.	  10	   	  Then	  I	  fell	  prostrate	  
at	  his	   feet	  to	  worship	  (to	  pay	  divine	  honors)	  to	  him,	  

but	  he	   [restrained	  me]	  and	  said,	  Refrain!	  [You	  must	  not	  do	  that!]	   I	  am	  [only]	   another	  
servant	  with	  you	  and	  your	  brethren	  who	  have	  [accepted	  and	  hold]	   the	  tesAmony	  borne	  by	  Jesus.	  Worship	  
GOD!	  For	  the	  substance	  (essence)	  of	  the	  truth	  revealed	  by	  Jesus	  is	  the	  spirit	  of	  all	  prophecy	  [the	  vital	  breath,	  
the	   inspiraAon	  of	  all	   inspired	  preaching	   and	   interpretaAon	   of	   the	   divine	  will	  and	  purpose,	   including	   both	  
mine	  and	  yours].

In BOTH cases, we see that Her Robe is made of FINE LINEN.

What exactly is the common thread that joins these two garments? We will find that in both 
cases, the garment MAKES/EMPOWERS the person to function in the role.

A look into the life in the Tabernacle.

The priest on duty had to wear a well described/defined garment in order to make any of 
the offerings — in fact it was an essential part of their functioning. Without the robe, the 
offerings would have no validity. Without the robe, the priest is considered a stranger.
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Exodus	  28:43	  Aharon	  and	  his	  sons	  are	  to	  wear	  them	  when	  they	  go	  into	  the	  tent	  of	  meeAng	  and	  when	  they	  
approach	  the	   altar	   to	  minister	   in	  the	  Holy	  Place,	   so	  that	   they	  won't	   incur	  guilt	  and	   die.	   This	   is	   to	   be	   a	  
perpetual	  regulaAon,	  both	  for	  him	  and	  for	  his	  descendants.

A priest was only a priest when they wore the ROBE. Interestingly, we see Y’shua teach in 
this same manner:

• When ministered and the woman with the issue of blood reaches out to touch the 
hem of His garment because she recognizes that they carry a certain sanctity/
holiness

• We see yet another example where ten Gentiles will reach out to touch the 
“kanaph” (corner/wing/tzit-tzit) of a Jew who is on the way to the New Jerusalem.

Looking more closely at the FINE LINEN GARMENTS.
If we accept that the role of the “priest” has been transformed into a role for every believer 
within the “New Testament”, and we accept that we also all have to be a “Bride”, then we 
can logically look to the garments  of the priest that are described in greater detail, as an 
indication of what we have to be wearing.

What UNIQUE properties do we find in LINEN?

• Linen is  made from a plant, flax. It therefore does not require the death of an animal 
to to produce.

• Flax is a plant that can be densely sown and all of the plant including the roots  are 
used in the production of linen.

• Linen production greatly follows the pattern of a believer’s walk on earth:
• The stalk is allowed to dry — resembling our tribulations.
• The bundles are allowed to rot/ferment [retting] — resembling the dealing of the old 

man.
• The stalks are beaten until the fibers are of all hard parts — resembling the 

crushing where our fruit becomes oil.
- The fibre is combed [hackling] so that they lie parallel with one another — 

resembling the unity with the body of Messiah. 
- The fibre is then spun in a thread [up to 540 thread can be found in an inch of 

linen, this makes it a strong/long lasting product].
- The fibre has good wicking properties, and the old cloths of the Levites would be 

used as wicks in the lamps at the Feasts.
- The fibre can absorb moisture well.
- The fibre will become softer as its washed and will not shrink.

BOTH the Robe of the Bride and the priest have the same HOLINESS.
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We have seen that GOD created mankind AND the concept of marriage. An analysis of the 
parables teach us that the father of the groom expects to see the guests  in a Royal Robe. 
Is this strange?

Not really … you see in the Middle Eastern culture, the father of the GROOM provides all 
of guests with a ROBE. Father GOD will once again provide just such a ROBE.

In the Garden of Eden, we wore the “robe of intimacy”. In the story of the lost son we see 
that the father wants to RESTORE the best ROBE. He wants to show that the level of 
INTIMACY has been restored.

Luke	  15:22	  But	  the	   father	  said	  to	  his	  bond	  servants,	  Bring	  quickly	  the	  best	  robe	   (the	  fesAve	  robe	  of	   honor)	  
and	  put	  it	  on	  him;	  and	  give	  him	  a	  ring	  for	  his	  hand	  and	  sandals	  for	  his	  feet.

We start off by looking at a Scripture from:

Ma#hew	   22:1-‐14 	   AND	   AGAIN	   Jesus	   spoke	   to	   them	   in	  
parables	   (comparisons,	   stories	   used	   to	   illustrate	   and	  
explain),	   saying,	   2	   	   The	   kingdom	  of	   heaven	   is	   like	   a	  king	  
who	  gave	   a	  wedding	  banquet	   for	  his	   son,	  3	   	  And	  sent	  his	  
servants	   to	   summon	   those	   who	   had	   been	   invited	   to	   the	  
wedding	  banquet,	  but	   they	   refused	   to	   come.	   4	   	   Again	  he	  
sent	   other	   servants,	   saying,	   Tell	   those	   who	   are	   invited,	  
Behold,	   I	   have	   prepared	  my	  banquet;	  my	  bullocks	   and	  my	  
fat	   calves	   are	   killed,	   and	   everything	   is	   prepared;	   come	   to	  
the	  wedding	  feast.	  5	  	  But	  they	  were	  not	  concerned	  and	  paid	  
no	  aSenAon	  [they	  ignored	  and	  made	  light	  of	  the	  summons,	  
treaAng	  it	  with	  contempt]	  and	  they	  went	  away—one	  to	  his	  
farm,	  another	  to	  his	  business,	  6	  	  While	  the	  others	  seized	  his	  
servants,	  treated	  them	  shamefully,	  and	  put	  them	  to	  death.	  
7	   	   [Hearing	  this]	   the	   king	  was	   infuriated;	   and	  he	   sent	  his	  
soldiers	  and	  put	  those	  murderers	  to	  death	  and	  burned	  their	  
city.	  8	   	  Then	  he	  said	  to	  his	  servants,	  The	  wedding	  [feast]	  is	  
prepared,	  but	   those	   invited	  were	  not	  worthy.	  9	   	  So	  go	  to	  
the	   thoroughfares	   where	   they	   leave	   the	   city	   [where	   the	  
main	  roads	  and	  those	  from	  the	   country	  end]	  and	  invite	  to	  
the	   wedding	   feast	   as	   many	   as	   you	   find.	   10	   	   And	   those	  
servants	  went	  out	  on	  the	  crossroads	   and	  got	  together	  as	  many	  as	   they	   found,	  both	  bad	  and	  good,	  so	  [the	  
room	  in	  which]	   the	  wedding	  feast	  [was	  held]	  was	  filled	  with	  guests.	  11	  	  But	  when	  the	  king	  came	   in	  to	  view	  
the	   guests,	  he	   looked	  intently	  at	  a	  man	  there	  who	  had	  on	  no	  wedding	  garment.	  12	   	  And	  he	   said,	  Friend,	  
how	  did	  you	  come	  in	  here	  without	  puung	  on	  the	  [appropriate]	  wedding	  garment?	  And	  he	  was	  speechless	  
(muzzled,	  gagged).	  13	  	  Then	  the	  king	  said	  to	  the	  a#endants,	  Tie	  him	  hand	  and	  foot,	  and	  throw	  him	  into	  the	  
darkness	   outside;	   there	   will	   be	   weeping	   and	   grinding	   of	   teeth.	   14	   	   For	   many	   are	   called	   (invited	   and	  
summoned),	  but	  few	  are	  chosen.

This parable has two separate stories …

1. The wedding guests that were too busy with life and did not have time to attend. A 
picture of this world where ego, your own goals, own agendas that may look Godly, 
but which don’t fit into GOD’s  Plans, which are the order of the day … we just don’t 
have time for GOD’s Plans, instead we:

a. We focus on possessions.
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b. We focus on material gain.
c. We laugh at the serious things of a Godly lifestyle.

2. And then we get the second story …
a. In this case many people get invited, people who were not originally PART of 

the tribes. It speaks of the Gentiles that are grafted into the Body (Israel). But 
SADLY, some of the guests are not properly dressed (verse 11 – the man 
was not wearing the wedding garment). 

b. Please note! All sorts of people where invited. GOD did not judge them on 
their deeds, or jobs, or their friendships … BUT only on whether they were 
WEARING the wedding garment or NOT! And the King says “take him 
AWAY”!

The garments of the priest and the robe of the Bride have MUCH in common:

• Honor
• Beauty
• Glory

This  understanding then leads us to understand “what/how” the Bride will be recognized, 
by the Robe of Righteousness that she wears.

A study of the priest function will reveal how Righteousness is defined in the Tabernacle:

• To teach the Principles [LAW/TORAH ] of GOD — the words that describe this are 
righteousness, justice, and mercy (Ezra 9:15, Psalm 119:172).

• To bring a practical day to day explanation of how to interpret GOD word. The word 
that describes this best is PERFECT HARMONY (Matthew 5:48, Psalm 19:7).

• To keep the Commandments by reflecting GOD’s Attributes in daily life — the word 
that describes this best is HOLY and a light yoke (Leviticus 19:2, Romans 7:12).

• To judge by the plumbline/standard that GOD has set in His WORD — the word that 
best describes this is TRUTH, in love (Deuteronomy 32:4, Psalm 119:142).

• To preserve GOD’s Righteous Standard by standing for the truth — the word that 
best describes this is GOODNESS, with humility (Psalm 34:8, Romans 7:12).

ANOTHER little story.

And since we are talking about what cloths to wear, what about the Commandment!!

Deuteronomy	  22:11	  You	  are	  not	  to	  wear	  clothing	  woven	  with	  two	  kinds	  of	  thread,	  wool	  and	  linen	  together.

You can’t wear WOOL and LINEN together — is there something that we should consider 
connecting this Commandment to the wedding robe?
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If we take a closer look at the priest, we will see that they wear both wool and linen? What 
do we see:

• The priest wore LINEN under garments,
• AND a brightly colored out-coat that was made of WOOL.

But the ordinary Israelite was NOT allowed to do this  — mainly, we can say, because they 
were not yet ready to walk in the Holiness/Cleanness that was required for the Tabernacle. 

In a sense GOD KNEW that they still had a lingering desire to look for the things  back in  
Egypt [the foods and the pagan gods].

But it was still always HIs  Intention that every man be a “king and a priest”. HOW would 
the ordinary man learn this lesson? By wearing the TZITZIT. So you and I, when we wear 
the tzitzit, we are proclaiming that we are royalty and we are priests. You see, history will 
tell us that the tzitzit was made of:

Numbers	  15:37-‐39	  37	  	  And	  the	  Lord	  said	  to	  Moses,	  38	  	  Speak	  to	  the	  Israelites	  and	  bid	  them	  make	  fringes	  or	  
tassels	   on	   the	   corners	   in	   the	   borders	   of	   their	   garments	   throughout	   their	   generaAons,	   and	   put	   upon	   the	  
fringe	  of	  the	  borders	  or	  upon	  the	  tassel	  of	  each	  corner	  a	  cord	  of	  blue.	  39	  	  And	  it	  shall	  be	  to	  you	  a	  fringe	  or	  
tassel	  that	  you	  may	  look	  upon	  and	  remember	  all	  the	  commandments	  of	  the	  Lord	  and	  do	  them,	  that	  you	  may	  
not	   spy	  out	  and	  follow	  ajer	   [the	  desires	   of]	   your	   own	  heart	  and	  your	  own	  eyes,	   ajer	  which	  you	  used	  to	  
follow	  and	  play	  the	  harlot	  [spiritually,	  if	  not	  physically],	  

• Strands of white LINEN.
• Strands of royal blue WOOL.

**NUGGET!** The tzitzit, worn by you and 
me today, is  in essence a proclamation, 
that we have decided to put on the ROBE 
OF THE BRIDE ... and we walk as a 
NATION OF PRIESTS.

Exodus	  19:6	  6	  	  And	  you	  shall	  be	  to	  Me	  a	  kingdom	  
of	  priests,	  a	  holy	  naAon	  [consecrated,	  set	  apart	  to	  
the	   worship	   of	   GOD].	   These	   are	   the	   words	   you	  
shall	  speak	  to	  the	  Israelites.	  

1	  Peter	  2:9	  9	   	  But	  you	  are	  a	  chosen	  race,	  a	  royal	  priesthood,	  a	  dedicated	  naAon,	   [God’s]	   own	  purchased,	  
special	  people,	  that	  you	  may	  set	  forth	  the	  wonderful	  deeds	   and	  display	  the	  virtues	   and	  perfecAons	  of	  Him	  
Who	  called	  you	  out	  of	  darkness	  into	  His	  marvelous	  light.	  

What is it that can rip my marriage/priestly garment apart?
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What are the things that we do that cause my garment NOT 
to look like a wedding garment?
There are actions taken by a husband or his wife that are the exact opposite of living in 
unity. These actions have the intent, to control, dominate, abuse etc. Incredibly, it seems 
that although we profess to be ONE, we continue to act as if we are two — and therefore I 
think that I can cause damage to the other half without feeling/experiencing any side-
effects at all.

The Bible talks of a man “loving” his wife and the wife “respecting” the husband:

Ephesians	  5:25-‐33 	  Husbands,	  love	  your	  wives,	  as	  Christ	  loved	  the	  church	  and	  gave	  Himself	  up	  for	  her,	  26	  	  So	  
that	  He	  might	  sancBfy	  her,	  having	  cleansed	  her	  by	  the	  washing	  of	  water	  with	  the	  Word,	  27	  	  That	  He	  might	  
present	   the	   church	  to	  Himself	   in	  glorious	   splendor,	  without	  spot	  or	  wrinkle	   or	   any	  such	   things	   [that	  she	  
might	  be	  holy	  and	  faultless].	  28	   	  Even	  so	  husbands	   should	  love	  their	  wives	  as	   [being	  in	  a	  sense]	  their	  own	  
bodies.	  He	  who	  loves	  his	  own	  wife	  loves	  himself.	  29	  	  For	  no	  man	  ever	  hated	  his	  own	  flesh,	  but	  nourishes	  and	  
carefully	   protects	   and	  cherishes	   it,	  as	  Christ	  does	   the	  church,	  30	   	  Because	  we	  are	  members	   (parts)	   of	  His	  
body.	  31	  	  For	  this	  reason	  a	  man	  shall	  leave	  his	  father	  and	  his	  mother	  and	  shall	  be	  joined	  to	  his	  wife,	  and	  the	  
two	  shall	  become	  one	  flesh.	  [Gen.	  2:24.]	  32	  	  This	  mystery	  is	  very	  great,	  but	  I	  speak	  concerning	  [the	  relaAon	  
of]	  Christ	  and	  the	  church.	  33	  	  However,	  let	  each	  man	  of	  you	  [without	  excepAon]	  love	  his	  wife	  as	  [being	  in	  a	  
sense]	  his	  very	  own	  self;	  and	  let	  the	  wife	  see	  that	  she	  respects	  and	  reverences	  her	  husband	  [that	  she	  noAces	  
him,	  regards	  him,	  honors	  him,	  prefers	  him,	  venerates,	  and	  esteems	  him;	  and	  that	  she	  defers	   to	  him,	  praises	  
him,	  and	  loves	  and	  admires	  him	  exceedingly].

Much has been written on this topic – to try to explain/clarify Paul’s words on this  matter. 
But an analysis of GENESIS soon sheds some light on the topic.

• Adam is created from dust.
• GOD’s Prophetic Word over him is  “from dust you came, and to dust you will 

return”.
• Essentially, back to nothing!

Every man therefore inherently has within him a desire to “be something”. Man needs to 
feel that he has accomplished something – only by achieving can he deny his “dust/
nothingness”. Therefore, woman is challenged to “respect” her husband … decisions to 
accomplish are part of his DNA … but her respect will fill the need to feel a sense of 
achievement.

He should balance this pursuit of action within the context of legacy/relationship, and so 
does not have a right to fill his life with success stories.

Woman on the other hand was created from ADAM  … she has no fear of her past … she 
does not return to dust, she becomes ADAM. Because she has a source of some value, 
she expects to be appreciated/loved/cared for …

TRUTH: If a woman is treated as if she is nothing, then you cause the greatest sense of 
injustice …  and that injustice will pierce her very soul.
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What are some of the things that can DAMAGE my garment? 
Or in other words, the SIN OF LEPROSY.

The Torah talks  about a disease poorly translated as “leprosy”. It seems fairly obvious that 
it’s not the sickness that we know today. The Hebrew word is “tzara’at” and comes from 
the word “tzer’ah”. Better translated, this should read — “the disease that cause you to 
prostrate yourself or disables you”.

The Bible is clear — it’s not only found on the physical body, but on clothes/houses/
utensils, and appeared as a form of mould/mildew. 

This  ailment made you and/or the item unclean. Generally there was a remedy — an act 
called repentance, followed by a mikvah.

Let’s take this back to the MARRIAGE GARMENT.

The bridegroom is away preparing for the wedding — he is  busy building the house where 
they will stay, and is anxious to go to fetch the bride. He asks the father — “Can we go to 
fetch my bride? Have I not done enough to deserve seeing her again?”

Think carefully of these words.

Your bride has a dreadful disease — she is 
unclean and cannot enter the Tabernacle. You 
cannot go to fetch her until she is healed, and 
sanctified!!

In summary, what are the “things” that cause 
this disease?

• The unwillingness to walk in obedience 
to HIS Commandments.

• The unwillingness  to keep in step with 
HIS Time Schedules.

• The forsaking of the Instruction of 
GOD to love Him only. 

• The lack of love for my neighbor.
• The desire to be lovers of themselves — chasing pleasure (2 Timothy 3:1-5). 

What we FAIL to realize is the the wedding robe is  not a ONE-DAY occasion, but an 
EVERYDAY garment. Our DAILY actions cause our garments to be TZARA’AT.

It is worth our while to stop and look at that word GARMENT. The Hebrew [Strong’s 
H898/899] is spelled “bgdim”.

• In some cases it’s translated as garment.
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• In many cases [Proverbs 11:6, 13:2, Jeremiah 9:2 and Isaiah 24:16] it’s  translated 
as something else — “one-being-treacherous”.

What we see here is that the “robe” defines the man. 

Lets look at some of the STAINS and/or ways we DAMAGE our garment.

DAMAGING or STAINING our garment.

1) Poking holes in the garment [THE CANCER OF CRITICISM].

• How often do you make fun of your partner in front of others ?
• How often do you tell a story where you look good/wise and you partner is  not so 

intelligent ?
• How often do you show others, by gestures and deeds you do not agree with what 

your spouse is trying to say?
• How often do you highlight their faults and failure trends?
• How often do you reveal the struggles [you are fat, you are unfit] to others?

When you struggle with feelings of inferiority, when you feel that much of your life is 
wasted, then you often let the feelings of jealousy take over … we tend to bring a “bad 
report” of our spouse – in today’s world, we talk of “sharing counsel “…

QUESTION – do your actions reflect the boastful way that young Joseph may have worn 
his coat of many colors? Such actions  will REFLECT a desire to want to look better than 
others, brighter than the efforts of my spouse, that I’m always right!

However, this  is not wearing GOD’s “Clothes” … Y’shua demonstrates a different garment 
— the Garment of Humility. GOD asks us to cover others ... to reveal HIS Justice to all.

2) Tearing the garment [THE CANCER OF COMPETITION].

• How often do you defend your behavior?
• Do you always have to be right?
• Do you always have to have the last word?
• Do you ever listen to what your partner says?
• Must you as a couple always do it your way?

GOD has given us the understanding of the garment of HUMILITY. HOW do you go about 
comforting and drying up the tears of those in pain?	  You should know that people will 
sometimes be disrespectful … you should know that the authority that GOD has given you 
will increase your exposure to people who want to challenge you.	  HOWEVER, just like 
Y’shua … learn to walk in humility.
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3) We cause the garment to lose shape [THE CANCER OF 
CONTENTION/STRIFE].

Do you nag until you have your way?
Do you complain about others and belittle their efforts?

GOD has given us the understanding of the Garments 
of RESTORATION/PEACE.

In the story of the prodigal son, garments which are lost 
can be restored. When the older brother complains 
about the younger son’s restoration, we realize that we 
could very easily lose the garments of Sonship … by 
our own choice. GOD reveals the heart of a true Father 
… He will give anything, even going so far as to lose 
His Dignity, by running towards a son! If only we would 
walk in forgiveness!

4) We shred the garment [THE CANCER OF COMPLAINING].

• Do you listen and cover the hurts and disappointments?
• Do you apologize when you are the reason for the pain?
• Do you fail to make every effort to grow to maturity in parts of your soul that has 

been wounded? Or do you leave your partner to carry the burden?

GOD has given us the understanding of the Garment of the FOOTWASHER.

You should know that others may humiliate you … 
You should know that others may betray4  you … 
BUT just like Y’shua, (Jesus), please reach out and wash the feet of those around you.

5) We stain our garments [THE CANCER OF COMPARISON].

• Do you stand up for your spouse?
• Do you show respect for their ideas?
• Do you give time? Personal time for any ideas/concepts other than your own?

GOD has given us an understanding of the garments of triumph, that have been 
cleaned.

The most powerful examples are the stories of these three women …
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The	  woman	  AT	  THE	  WELL:

John	  4:6-‐10	  And	  Jacob’s	  well 	  was	  there.	  So	  Jesus,	  Ared	  as	  He	  was	  from	  His	  journey,	  sat	  down	  [to	  rest]	  by	  the	  
well.	  It	  was	  then	  about	  the	  sixth	  hour	  (about	  noon).	  7	  	  Presently,	  when	  a	  woman	  of	  Samaria	  came	  along	  to	  
draw	  water,	  Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  Give	  Me	  a	  drink—8	  	  For	  His	  disciples	  had	  gone	  off	  into	  the	  town	  to	  buy	  food—
9	  	  The	  Samaritan	  woman	  said	  to	  Him,	  How	  is	  it	  that	  You,	  being	  a	  Jew,	  ask	  me,	  a	  Samaritan	  [and	  a]	  woman,	  
for	  a	  drink?—For	  the	  Jews	  have	  nothing	  to	  do	  with	  the	  Samaritans—10	  	  Jesus	  answered	  her,	  If	  you	  had	  only	  
known	  and	  had	  recognized	  GOD’s	  gij	  and	  Who	  this	  is	  that	  is	  saying	  to	  you,	  Give	  Me	  a	  drink,	  you	  would	  have	  
asked	  Him	  [instead]	  and	  He	  would	  have	  given	  you	  living	  water.	  (PLEASE	  READ	  THE	  FULL	  ACCOUNT)

The	  woman	  WHO	  IS	  HEALED	  OF	  SICKNESS:

Mark	  5:30-‐34	  And	  Jesus,	  recognizing	  in	  Himself	  that	  the	  power	  proceeding	  from	  Him	  had	  gone	  forth,	  turned	  
around	  immediately	  in	  the	  crowd	  and	  said,	  Who	  touched	  My	  clothes?	  31	  And	  the	  disciples	  kept	  saying	  to	  
Him,	  You	  see	  the	  crowd	  pressing	  hard	  around	  You	  from	  all 	  sides,	  and	  You	  ask,	  Who	  touched	  Me?	  32	  SAll	  He	  
kept	  looking	  around	  to	  see	  her	  who	  had	  done	  it.	  33	  But	  the	  woman,	  knowing	  what	  had	  been	  done	  for	  her,	  
though	   alarmed	   and	   frightened	   and	   trembling,	   fell	   down	   before	   Him	   and	   told	   Him	   the	   whole	   truth.	  
34	  And	  He	  said	  to	  her,	  Daughter,	  your	  faith	  (your	  trust	  and	  confidence	  in	  Me,	  springing	  from	  faith	  in	  GOD)	  
has	  restored	  you	  to	  health.	  Go	  in	  (into)	   peace	  and	  be	  conBnually	  healed	  and	  freed	  from	  your	  distressing	  
bodily]	  disease.

THE	  WOMAN	  THAT	  IS	  FORGIVEN	  FOR	  ADULTERY:

John	  7:53-‐8:11	  And	  they	  went	  [back],	  each	  to	  his	  own	  house.	  CHAPTER	  8	  1	  	  BUT	  JESUS	  went	  to	  the	  Mount	  of	  
Olives.	  2	  	  Early	  in	  the	  morning	  (at	  dawn),	  He	  came	  back	  into	  the	  temple	  [court],	  and	  the	  people	  came	  to	  Him	  
in	  crowds.	  He	  sat	  down	  and	  was	  teaching	  them,	  3	  	  When	  the	  scribes	  and	  Pharisees	  brought	  a	  woman	  who	  
had	  been	  caught	  in	  adultery.	  They	  made	  her	  stand	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  the	  court	  and	  put	  the	  case	  before	  Him.	  4	  	  
Teacher,	  they	   said,	   This	   woman	  has	   been	   caught	   in	   the	   very	  act	  of	   adultery.	  5	   	  Now	  Moses	   in	   the	   Law	  
commanded	  us	  that	  such	  [women—offenders]	  shall	  be	  stoned	  to	  death.	  But	  what	  do	  You	  say	  [to	  do	  with	  her
—what	   is	   Your	  sentence]?	   [Deut.	  22:22-‐24.]	   6	   	   This	   they	   said	   to	   try	   (test)	   Him,	  hoping	   they	  might	  find	   a	  
charge	   on	   which	   to	   accuse	   Him.	   But	   Jesus	   stooped	   down	   and	   wrote	   on	   the	   ground	   with	  His	   finger.	   7	  	  
However,	  when	  they	  persisted	  with	  their	  quesAon,	  He	  raised	  Himself	   up	  and	  said,	  Let	  him	  who	  is	  without	  
sin	  among	  you	  be	   the	   first	  to	   throw	  a	  stone	   at	  her.	  8	   	  Then	  He	   bent	  down	  and	  went	  on	  wriAng	  on	  the	  
ground	  with	  His	  finger.	  9	  	  They	  listened	  to	  Him,	  and	  then	  they	  began	  going	  out,	  conscience-‐stricken,	  one	  by	  
one,	  from	  the	  oldest	  down	  to	  the	   last	  one	  of	  them,	  All	  Jesus	  was	  lej	  alone,	  with	  the	  woman	  standing	  there	  
before	  Him	  in	  the	  center	  of	  the	  court.	  10	  	  When	  Jesus	  raised	  Himself	  up,	  He	  said	  to	  her,	  Woman,	  where	  are	  
your	  accusers?	  Has	   no	  man	  condemned	  you?	   11	   	   She	  answered,	  No	  one,	  LORD!	  And	  Jesus	   said,	   I	  do	  not	  
condemn	  you	  either.	  Go	  on	  your	  way	  and	  from	  now	  on	  sin	  no	  more.

Question — have you WASHED your robe?

In Revelation, we see the Bride in waiting, ready for the end times, including those who 
had gone ahead:

RevelaBon	  6:9	  “9	  	  When	  the	  Lamb	  broke	  open	  the	  fijh	  seal,	  I	  saw	  at	  the	  foot	  of	  the	  altar	  the	  souls	  of	  those	  
whose	  lives	  had	  been	  sacrificed	  for	  [adhering	  to]	  the	  Word	  of	  GOD	  and	  for	  the	  tesAmony	  they	  had	  borne.”

And again in:
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RevelaBon	  7:11-‐14	  “11	   	  And	  all	   the	  angels	  were	   standing	   round	  the	   throne	  and	  round	  the	  elders	   [of	   the	  
heavenly	  Sanhedrin]	  and	  the	  four	  living	  creatures,	  and	  they	  fell	  prostrate	  before	   the	  throne	  and	  worshiped	  
GOD.	  12	  	  Amen!	  (So	  be	  it!)	  they	  cried.	  Blessing	  and	  glory	  and	  majesty	  and	  splendor	  and	  wisdom	  and	  thanks	  
and	   honor	   and	   power	   and	   might	   [be	   ascribed]	   to	   our	   GOD	   to	   the	   ages	   and	   ages	   (forever	   and	   ever,	  
throughout	  the	  eterniAes	  of	  the	  eterniAes)!	  Amen!	  (So	  be	  it!)	  13	  	  Then,	  addressing	  me,	  one	  of	  the	  elders	  [gof	  
the	  heavenly	  Sanhedrin]	  said,	  Who	  are	  these	  [people]	  clothed	  in	  the	  long	  white	  robes?	  And	  from	  where	  have	  
they	  come?	  14	  	  I	  replied,	  Sir,	  you	  know.	  And	  he	  said	  to	  me,	  These	  are	  they	  who	  have	  come	  out	  of	  the	  great	  
tribulaBon	   (persecuBon),	   and	   have	   washed	   their	   robes	   and	   made	   them	   white	   in	   the	   blood	   of	   the	  
Lamb.”	  [Gen.	  49:11;	  Dan.	  12:1.]

We find those who had washed their robes, in preparation for the Marriage of the Lamb.

What is it in a marriage that causes us we feel we sometimes cannot just get along? It’s 
mainly when our ego says — you need to agree with me ... YET GOD uniquely creates us 
ONE.

Before GOD creates woman, He speaks 
prophetically about the woman He is building 
for Adam — when translated from Hebrew, we 
see GOD created Adam a “helpmate opposite 
him”.

Some how this seems strange?
Helpmate speaks of assistance/support.
“Opposite” him speaks of resistance.

What does this  mean? This opposite is seen 
in the positive … as an equal partner, with 
unique gifts/abilities, A WOMAN who will challenge his views. If we take this to heart, to 
sometimes look at a subject from a different point of view, then our response will be 
tempered with compassion. Our judgments will reflect a maturity and a level of wisdom.

This  calls  for man to be able to stop, listen, and think – without letting his ego get into the 
way. A man with a humble heart, and a woman with loving respect, will together be able to 
face all circumstances. Such people will have garments that are pure and righteous.

My garment is ALREADY torn!
We have been looking at how my garment could be torn -- but what happens if it’s 
ALREADY torn at the time of the wedding?

There are two marriages that we should consider:

1) David and Bathsheba

David gets involved with another mans wife. In the process, he attempts to deceive her 
husband, and eventually he arranges for him to be killed in battle.
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By studying the plan of the Tabernacle and following GOD’s WORD, we know that a Holy 
marriage is  body, soul, spirit. David’s pursuit of Bathsheba, is  based on the body/soul 
connection. At no stage does he win her heart as  a man of GOD. There is  no process of 
courtship, no asking for a blessing from the parents  ... there are no steps of covenantal 
commitment. And so we can say ... there was NO Ketubah (marriage contract/vows).

What foundation did this relationship have?
More importantly, could there ever have been an exchange of a bridal robe?

2) Ahab and Jezebel

Ahab is a king of the Israelites. He has a history to look back on — a legacy passed on by 
previous generation — stories of a GOD that is Faithful in all circumstances. But fear of 
man, and a desire to be successful in the world, causes this man to think that he should 
make a Covenantal marriage with a woman from a pagan nation.

This  desire for power is so strong that he is prepared to “play” with other gods — the gods 
of his wife Jezebel. Not only does he accept a foreign worship system, but he also 
forsakes the moral/Biblical value of our faith — he is happy to steal another mans ground 
on false pretenses.

Again the question is asked — what foundation did this marriage have?

We know that the joining together of a man and a wife forms them into ONE flesh. In the 
marriage covenant before GOD, HE becomes their Stronger Partner. Ahab and Jezebel 
certainly did not invite GOD into their union — and consequently, we can deduce that they 
also never accepted the wedding robe of Righteousness.

A marriage without GOD from the very start, means that, if they want to become a 
livingstone, they will have to go through a process of repentance, deliverance, of re-
building the altar, and possibly of re-dedicating themselves.

How do we go about the ceremony of CLEANSING the 
“LEPER”?
We might think that this  is  somewhat out of place in today’s world — surely we do not have 
to follow the pattern set out for us in the Torah? But remember — we are talking about the 
garments of the priest AND the wedding robe of the Bride. We have seen that it’s  these 
garments that SANCTIFY US.

Let’s look at the portion where the process is described to explain “how” the leper is 
cleansed!

LeviBcus	   14:2-‐7	   This	   is	   to	   be	   the	   law	   concerning	   the	   person	   afflicted	   with	   tzara'at	   on	   the	   day	   of	   his	  
purificaAon.	  He	  is	  to	  be	  brought	  to	  the	  cohen,	  3	  and	  the	  cohen	  is	  to	  go	  outside	  the	  camp	  and	  examine	  him	  
there.	  If	  he	  sees	  that	  the	  tzara'at	  sores	  have	  been	  healed	  in	  the	  afflicted	  person,	  4	  then	  the	  cohen	  will	  order	  
that	  two	  living	  clean	  birds	  be	  taken	  for	  the	  one	   to	  be	  purified,	  along	  with	  cedar-‐wood,	  scarlet	  yarn	  and	  
hyssop	  leaves.	  
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5	  The	  cohen	  is	  to	  order	  one	  of	  the	  birds	  slaughtered	  in	  a	  clay	  pot	  over	  running	  water.	  6	  As	   for	  the	  live	  bird,	  
he	  is	  to	  take	  it	  with	  the	  cedar-‐wood,	  scarlet	  yarn	  and	  hyssop	  and	  dip	  them	  and	  the	  living	  bird	  in	  the	  blood	  of	  
the	   bird	  slaughtered	  over	  running	  water,	  7	  and	  sprinkle	  the	  person	  to	  be	  purified	   from	  the	   tzara'at	  seven	  
Ames.	  Next	  he	  is	  to	  set	  the	  live	  bird	  free	  in	  an	  open	  field.

Take careful note of the items that are used — cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.

Let’s now look at the ceremony of the sacrifice of the RED HEIFER which creates the way 
in which man can be cleansed in order that he can enter the Tabernacle.

Number	  19.1-‐9	  ADONAI	  said	  to	  Moshe	  and	  Aharon,	  2	  "This	  is	  the	  regulaAon	  from	  the	  Torah	  which	  ADONAI	  
has	  commanded.	  Tell	  the	  people	  of	  Isra'el	  to	  bring	  you	  a	  young	  red	  female	  cow	  without	  fault	  or	  defect	  and	  
which	  has	  never	  borne	  a	  yoke.	  3	  You	  are	  to	  give	   it	  to	  El'azar	  the	  cohen;	  it	  is	  to	  be	  brought	  outside	  the	  camp	  
and	  slaughtered	  in	  front	  of	  him.	  4	  El'azar	  the	  cohen	  is	  to	  take	  some	  of	   its	  blood	  with	  his	  finger	  and	  sprinkle	  
this	  blood	  toward	  the	  front	  of	  the	  tent	  of	  meeAng	  seven	  Ames.	  5	  The	  heifer	  is	   to	  be	  burned	  to	  ashes	  before	  
his	  eyes	  -‐its	  skin,	  meat,	  blood	  and	  dung	  is	  to	  be	  burned	  to	  ashes.	  6	  The	  cohen	  is	  to	  take	  cedar-‐wood,	  hyssop	  
and	  scarlet	  yarn	  and	  throw	  them	  onto	  the	  heifer	  as	  it	  is	  burning	  up.	  7	  Then	  the	  cohen	  is	  to	  wash	  his	  clothes	  
and	   himself	   in	   water,	   ajer	   which	   he	   may	   re-‐enter	   the	   camp;	   but	   the	   cohen	   will	   remain	   unclean	   unAl	  
evening.	  8	  The	   person	  who	  burned	   up	  the	  heifer	  is	   to	  wash	  his	   clothes	   and	  himself	   in	  water,	  but	  he	  will	  
remain	  unclean	  unAl	  evening.	   9	  A	   man	  who	   is	   clean	  is	   to	  collect	   the	   ashes	   of	   the	   heifer	   and	   store	   them	  
outside	  the	  camp	  in	  a	  clean	  place.	  They	  are	  to	  be	  kept	  for	  the	  community	  of	  the	  people	  of	  Isra'el	  to	  prepare	  
water	  for	  purificaAon	  from	  sin.

NOTE, a careful read of verse six will show 
that we use the very same elements — 
cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop. 

And then we see another interesting 
PARALLEL — have a look at the ceremony 
on the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur.

Do you notice that we also have two 
animals [goats/living birds], where the one 
is sacrificed and the other set free?

What we realize here, is  that the process 
of cleansing the garment from the stain of a 

careless/lawless/disobedient lifestyle, is the exact same process that allows you to enter 
the Tabernacle as Holy/Clean, and therefore has a vital part to play to determine whether 
you are going to be at the wedding table ... or NOT.

AN  element in the wedding ceremony.
• The veil.
• The bride that encircles the groom seven times.

The bride has her face covered by the veil. In this she starts out on a journey, with the 
explicit understanding that the first face that she sees when the veil is raised is that of the 
bridegroom. 
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We see Rebecca chose to cover her face on seeing Isaac in the distance, in the field. She 
wanted to be revealed under the Cloud of GOD’s Glory.

The bride encircles the groom seven times – the Bible recognizes that the prayers  and 
petitions of the bride will carry her husband through this  world’s circumstances  and attacks 
against him. The bride declares prophetically that she will form the foundation of nurturing, 
comforting and protecting relationships in the home.

Jeremiah	  31:22	   ...	  For	   the	   LORD	  has	   created	  a	  new	   thing	   in	   the	   land	  [of	   Israel]:	  a	  female	   shall	  compass	  
(woo,	  win,	  and	  protect)	  a	  man.”

When you (daughter) make yourself elusive (hard to be pursued by others), GOD creates 
a “new moon of her” and she shall surround he who is  a masterful (reflecting GOD’s 
Attributes) ...

Let’s draw to a CONCLUSION.
Do you have JEWELS to wear?

Ezekiel tells  us the YHVH Himself gives His Bride rings, ornaments, bracelets — and in 
Isaiah 61:8, we see that the bride adorns herself with her jewels.

• Rebecca is given jewelry as a sign of favor (Genesis 24:30).
• Judah is  forced to give that same jewelry as a token of his  WORD/honor (Genesis 

38:18).
• The Tabernacle is adorned with precious stones/gold (2 Chronicles 3:4).
• And finally, the priests  robe is complemented with the EPHOD with four rows  of 

precious stones.

YHVH gives every individual a number of gifts and talents:

Ma#hew	  25:14	  14	   	  For	  it	  is	   like	   a	  man	  who	  was	  about	  to	  take	   a	  long	  journey,	  and	  he	  called	  his	   servants	  
together	  and	  entrusted	  them	  with	  his	  property.	  

Do you have MYRRH and PERFUMES ON in order to come before the KING?

The story of Esther has a beautiful description of HOW a bride should prepare. We read 
this in ESTHER 2:12.

1. She bathes in myrrh for six months. The hebrew word for myrrh can be:

• Derowr [Strong’s H1865] with the meaning of “freedom/spontaneity”.
• OR mowr [Strong’s H4753] which carries the meaning of “distilled”.

Our lives are distilled when we stand within the terms of GOD’s Covenant and face all of 
this worlds trials and tribulations. 
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As we pour ourselves  out for our Bridegroom, we will rejoice knowing that wherever we go 
a sweet fragrance will be left behind.

2. She uses perfume for six months. Our lives should be a sweet scent of the good works 
of righteous.

3. She has every intention that:

• The king will call for her by name.
• The king would call for her again.
• Because he desires/delights in her.

You may wonder why talk about talents  and perfumes. If you think carefully, you will 
remember — around the hem of the priests garments was (1) a BELL [gift] and (2) a 
POMEGRANATE [fruit].

Your wedding robe is an OUTWARD expression of the INWARD quality of your spirit.

You have a calling to RESTORE the robe. This is a noble calling. It’s the job  of a priest — 
and you are called to blend together the aromatic spices that would form the anointing oil.

You need to have that distinctive fragrance that will mark you as  HOLY/SET APART FOR 
HIM — set apart for HIS Special Purpose ... to be the BRIDE.

Exodus	   30:30-‐32	   Then	   you	  are	   to	  anoint	  Aharon	   and	   his	  
sons	  -‐	  you	  are	  to	  consecrate	  them	  to	  serve	  me	  in	  the	  office	  
of	  cohen.	  31	  "Tell 	  the	  people	  of	  Isra'el,	  'This	  is	  to	  be	  a	  holy	  
anoinAng	  oil	  for	  me	  through	  all	  your	  generaAons.	  32	  It	   is	  
not	  to	  be	  used	  for	  anoinAng	  a	  person's	  body;	  and	  you	  are	  
not	   to	   make	   any	   like	   it,	   with	   the	   same	   composiAon	   of	  
ingredients	  -‐	  it	  is	  holy,	  and	  you	  are	  to	  treat	  it	  as	  holy.

Only then will the prophetic word of Jeremiah 
33:11 come to pass — “Yet there will again be 
heard here the sounds of joy and gladness and 
the voices of bridegroom and bride, the voices 
of those who sing, 'Give thanks to ADONAI-
Tzva'ot, for ADONAI is Good, for His Grace 
continues forever,' as they bring offerings of 
thanksgiving into the house of ADONAI. For I 
will cause those captured from the land to 
return, as before," says ADONAI”

Surely you want to be a part of:

• The voice of the bridegroom,
• And the voice of the bride.
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Saying with a voice of joy and a voice of gladness — “praise the LORD of hosts, for the 
LORD is Good, for His Mercy endures forever!”

Conclusion.
You and I can’t wear a real wedding robe, or the priestly garment, everyday. It is not 
practical in the places where we walk and play.

But you can wear the TZITZIT!!

• The tzitzit reminds  you of a unique 
relationship with GOD and of the 
obligation to serve Him with integrity 
(whatever we do, good or evil, as a 
witness to the GOD we serve).

• The tzitzit proclaims that although all 
men are equal, we are elevated to a 
nation of priests.

• The tzitzit is symbolic of the owners 
authority. (In the days when Y’shua 
walked, the hem would be pressed 
into the clay, to leave an impression.)

• The tzitzit is our “robe” that tells others 
we are LIVING OUT our faith so that 
they can see GOD’s Goodness.

So let’s wear the TZITZIT with HONOUR!
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CHAPTER	  5:

Jerusalem, the City
of my GOD.



King David, after conquering most of the area that would become the Land of the 
Israelites, has a desire to build a House for GOD.

GOD hears the heart desire, but tells  him that he [David] has too much blood on his hands 
and cannot build the Tabernacle … but goes on to promise that his son, Solomon, will 
perform this task.

Historians/critics of the Bible ask the question “Did David really live? Was he ever on this 
earth?” You see, if we can cast doubt on that as a fact, then we can cast doubt on the 
Biblical stories … and on the Messiah.

However, abundant evidence HAS been found to verify the historical record of the Bible – 
stones with the inscription “KING DAVID” and a pictorial engraving on a building in Egypt 
have been discovered.

Just this week, Byzantine-era gold coins 5 were found near the Southern Wall of the Temple 
Mount, emblazoned with a menorah and other Jewish iconography.

Now we argue about the time of his life … you see if he did not live around 1000 B.C., 
then his story does not fit in with the other empires of the day. Archeologists at the Old City 
of David believe they have enough proof … every now and then they find some or other 
artifact that can be traced back to the TORAH.
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Olive pips that are carbon date tested and pottery found at various levels of the dig take us 
back to this time period … yet  people still try to raise doubt.

A VISIT TO JERUSALEM TODAY.
Some of us make plans to visit the Land 
regularly:

• At times only to do some sightseeing.
• At times to honour GOD decree to be 

there for a Feast.
• At times to join with the Land … to 

become a son of the Land, to identify 
with HIS people and to hear HIM 
speak.

We find a harsh landscape. It’s cold in the 
winter … hot in the summer. The desert is 
particularly barren. The Galilee can be 
green and fruitful, but also harsh in the 
drought.

The CITY OF GOD is unique. Bustling, busy, noisy … the traffic is never ending roar of 
engines and hooters. The Old City stands out in majesty. The walls are prominent … the 
gates are large and it’s easy to see how the entrance could be guarded.

BUT most clearly, what stands out in the spiritual battle ground is manifested without a 
doubt. The City, divided into four, and the sense of spirituality is tangible.

From the loud/noisy, business bargaining of the Arabs, to the bells and chants of the 
religious churches, to the calm and peace of the Jewish quarter … the spiritual battle is 
fought every day …

You will hear the bells ring. You will hear the chant of the Imams, and you will see the band 
of green around their minarets. But to the sons of Judah … you see the black coats, hats, 
and the never ending walk up and down the stairways down to the Western Wall. And if 
you stand up early, and walk down through the Jewish quarter, you will walk in silence – 
that is, until you reach the MORIAH BOOKSTORE just before you descend down the last 
flight of stairs.

It’s then that the sound of millions of birds, the hum of many bees, will float up in the air. 
And when you can finally look down on the Wailing Wall, you see hundreds of men and 
women, covered in their tallits, praying to HASHEM.

The differences between the religions is clear … you can feel it in the air.

GOD SAYS THIS IS HIS CITY.
HE SAYS THAT THIS IS WHERE HE WILL RETURN AND REIGN.
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HE SAYS THAT THE SUM AND THE MOON WILL NOT BE NEEDED BECAUSE WE 
WILL LIVE IN THE LIGHT OF HIS GLORY.

SO, what must we learn from and apply in our lives from the City of Jerusalem?

GOD calls this place TZION. It comes from the Hebrew verb, “le-Tzaen” and means:

• To mark something,
• To emphasize something.

If GOD places an EMPHASIS on something, there must be a GOOD REASON?

THE ROAD TO JERUSALEM.
Once again as  we start this  journey of exploring the attributes of  Jerusalem, let me 
confirm the principle set out for us by PAUL.

1	  Corinthians	  15:45-‐49	  In	  fact,	  the	  Tanakh	  says	  so:	  Adam,	  the	  first	  man,	  became	  a	  living	  human	  being;o	  but	  
the	   last	  "Adam"	   has	   become	  a	   life-‐giving	  Spirit.	   46	  Note,	  however,	  that	   the	   body	   from	  the	   Spirit	   did	  not	  
come	  first,	  but	  the	  ordinary	  human	  one;	  the	  one	  from	  the	  Spirit	  comes	  ajerwards.	  47	  The	  first	  man	  is	  from	  
the	   earth,	  made	  of	  dust;	  the	  second	  man	  is	   from	  heaven.	  48	  People	  born	  of	   dust	  are	   like	  the	  man	  of	  dust,	  
and	  people	  born	  from	  heaven	  are	  like	  the	  man	  from	  heaven;	  49	  and	  just	  as	  we	  have	  borne	  the	  image	  of	  the	  
man	  of	  dust,	  so	  also	  we	  will	  bear	  the	  image	  of	  the	  man	  from	  heaven.

We will walk/live out activity in the physical, BEFORE we will be able to “see/understand/
implement” the TRUTH in the spiritual.

It’s the same as CAUSE and EFFECT – for every action there is an equal and opposite 
reaction.

I start by studying the various stops made by Abraham on the road that he took, on his 
way into the Promised Land.

The sages teach us this – the actions of a father will determine the footsteps of the son … 
a son follows … we are designed that way …
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YOU and I are adopted SONS of Abraham. Let’s keep that in mind as we walk behind 
Abraham on this journey.

Without doubt, Abraham was a Hebrew. He crossed over from the pagan world to the 
KINGDOM OF GOD … in today’s  terminology, we would say that he was “reborn/born 
again”.

1. He starts his journey at a place called SHECHEM, which comes from the 
Hebrew word “shoulder” as the city is built on the shoulder of Mount Ebal 
[today called Nablus].

 
And it’s here that he builds the first altar. Abraham is staking a claim … he is making 
Covenant with the Land, and between him, the Land and GOD.

Shechem has two meanings – (1) togetherness and 2) division.

2. His next stop on this journey is at a place called Beit-el/Ai.

Once again he builds  an altar and stakes the same claim to the Land. This city is  some 17 
kilometers north of Jerusalem. Today you will find a small Arab village, Baytin, on the spot.

Deborah lived near this city [Judges 4:5]. And Samuel came here often to judge the 
people [Samuel 7:16].

3. He then travels to and stays at Hebron.

The name is  derived from the Hebrew word 
“chaver” and means “friend”. Hebron is  located 
south of Jerusalem, and is  about 30 kilometers 
away in the Judean hills. Here too, he builds an 
altar and makes covenant with the Land and with 
GOD. Eventually, he will buy a piece of ground 
there – a cave to bury his  wife – the cave of 
Machpelah for 400 silver shekels, and a claim of 
ownership that will stand forever.

It’s also the burial site of Ruth and Jesse the 
father of David.

Today the city has about 6,000 Jews that live in an 
adjacent city called “Kiryat Arba” as  is recorded in 
Joshua 14:15 and was the home of CALEB.

This  is also the site of “the Terebinths of Mamre” were GOD appeared to Abraham 
[Genesis 18:1].

But then something happens … instead of going on to Jerusalem, Abraham makes a few 
detours. He decides to visit EYGPT at a time of famine … Pharaoh gets to see SARAH, 
and we have the story where he fails to honour his wife.
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BUT its right here that Abraham’s calling/purpose is defined – “And in you ALL of the 
FAMILIES of the earth shall be BLESSED” (Genesis 12:3).

Then he and LOT have an argument about grazing rights … and Abraham decides to stay 
around Beth-sheba/Hebron.

It’s almost as if GOD has  to step in to get Abraham to move on … LOT gets into trouble 
because of his  choice of bad friends. Lot is in the wrong place when four kings from the 
north come down to make war against Sodom – he gets taken into captivity.

Abraham travels  all the way to the north of Israel, to the area that would one day belong to 
DAN, to fight and get LOT freed … and ONLY then does he, on the way back, for the first 
time arrive at what would one day be known as JERUSALEM.

What made him stop from getting there earlier? Those same forces will keep you out of 
Jerusalem today!

Towards the end of his  life, he will once again return to this City, to Mount Moriah. GOD 
speaks and says – “PLEASE, take your son and offer him on the mountain …” A plea, to 
set in place the model of a unblemished lamb in exchange for a sinner’s life.

As Abraham obeys, he builds another altar. He connects  GOD to the LAND, and the LAND 
to HIMSELF.

NOW LET’S LOOK AT HIS SON ISSAC ... short and simple -- Isaac never leaves the 
Land.

NOW LET’S LOOK AT JACOB.

Jacob’s story is  well known. We know that he leaves and goes off to PARAN … to Uncle 
Laban. After many years of hard work, marriage to two sisters, and a larger family – he 
starts the same sort of journey that Abraham made.

1. Jacob enters the land at Beit-EL/Ai.
2. Jacob’s next stop is Shechem.

It’s here where a number of things  happen … we mentioned earlier that the meaning of the 
place’s name is “division”. Dinah gets  raped, and the two sons go out to kill all of the 
males, and take all of the livestock.

It’s near here that the older brothers will conspire to remove Josef. First, into the pit, then 
sold as a slave to the Midianites.

It’s here that Jacob digs a well for his many flocks/herds [Genesis 33:17-20].

It’s the last memory of Joseph, as it’s  from here that he is sold into slavery … for some 
reason, it’s also here that he choses to have his bones laid to rest.
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Genesis	  50:25	  Then	  Yosef	  took	  an	  oath	  from	  the	  sons	  of	  Isra'el:	  "GOD	  will	  surely	  remember	  you,	  and	  you	  are	  
to	  carry	  my	  bones	  up	  from	  here."

3. Jacob moves on to Hebron, and stays here for many years before the famine 
comes and drives him to make the choice to go to EYGPT.

HE NEVER GETS TO JERUSALEM!!

NOW LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT THE TRIBES/ISRAELITES.
The family grow in numbers while they are in EYGPT. Eventually, after being slaves for 
years, and under the leadership of MOSES they go back to the Land.

Join me on this journey back …

1. They enter the Land at Jericho/
Beit-el/Ai.

2. They go straight on to Shechem, 
where the Tribes spilt into half, 
stand on the two mountains, where 
one half speaks  the blessing and 
the other half speak the curses.

It’s here that we see the other meaning 
of the name come to the fore … 
“togetherness”. The tribes  are in unity – 
they declare the entire content of the 
Torah. In the face of opposition at the 
city of Ai, they return to destroy the city 
in its entirety.

3. The tribes  move on to HEBRON, where they make short work of the five kings of 
the south, killing these kings in CAVES.

4. Under Joshua, the Israelites take control of Jerusalem and over most of the Land.

HOWEVER, it seems that they did not entirely complete the work … and some Jebusites 
continued to stay in the city.

LET’S LOOK AT DAVID.
David is crowned KING in Hebron where he rules over Judah for seven years … Later on, 
he unites the tribes under one banner, and moves to JERUSALEM.

• He conquers the city.
• He establishes the ARK on the Mountain.
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That’s the background to our the journey in the physical. As sons of Abraham, we have a 
duty to search for the TRUTH. 

We need to “see” the spiritual lessons that will transform our lives into a light that reflects 
GOD’s Attributes.

SO let’s walk on the SPIRITUAL journey that follows in Abrahams steps.

ABRAHAM’S SPIRITUAL JOURNEY.
Abraham crosses the length and breath of the Land. He builds altars at these strategic 
points … and lays an everlasting claim to the Land. GOD says – this  Land is mine, 
because of the Covenant that Abraham made.

1. SHECHEM

I have already mentioned that this city’s name has two meanings:

• Division – shown clearly by the rape of Dinah and the reaction from the brothers … 
equally, it’s here that the brothers conspire to kill Joseph.

• Togetherness – it’s here that Joshua comes with the Israelites to confirm the 
blessing and the curses. And it’s  here that he ends his  campaign … when he and 
his family stand together. Joshua says:

Joshua	  24:14	  Therefore	  fear	  ADONAI,	  and	  serve	  Him	  truly	  and	  sincerely.	  Put	  away	  the	  gods	  your	  ancestors	  
served	  beyond	  the	   [Euphrates]	  River	  and	  in	  Egypt,	  and	  serve	  ADONAI!	  Fear	  GOD	  and	  serve	  HIM	  in	  sincerity	  
and	  truth.

Many years later Y’suha will meet the Samaritan woman at the well, where He will tell her, 
that GOD SEEKS those who worship HIM “in Spirit and Truth”.

John	  4:22-‐26 	  You	  people	   don't	  know	  what	  you	  are	  worshipping;	  we	   worship	  what	  we	   do	  know,	  because	  
salvaAon	   comes	   from	   the	   Jews.	   23	   But	   the	   Ame	   is	   coming	   -‐-‐	   indeed,	   it's	   here	   now	   -‐-‐	   when	   the	   true	  
worshippers	  will	  worship	  the	  Father	  spiritually	  and	  truly,	  for	  these	  are	  the	  kind	  of	  people	  the	  Father	  wants	  
worshipping	  him.	  24	  GOD	  is	  spirit;	  and	  worshippers	  must	  worship	  him	  spiritually	  and	  truly."	  25	  The	  woman	  
replied,	  "I	  know	  that	  Mashiach	  is	  coming"	  (that	  is,	  "the	  one	  who	  has	  been	  anointed").	  "When	  he	  comes,	  he	  
will	  tell	  us	  everything."	  26	  Yeshua	  said	  to	  her,	  "I,	  the	  person	  speaking	  to	  you,	  am	  he."

Joshua makes sure that everyone can see his commitment to the Covenant.

Joshua	  24:15	  If	  it	  seems	  bad	  to	  you	  to	  serve	  ADONAI,	  then	  choose	  today	  whom	  you	  are	  going	  to	  serve!	  Will	  
it	  be	   the	   gods	   your	  ancestors	   served	  beyond	  the	  River?	   or	  the	   gods	   of	   the	   Emori,	   in	  whose	   land	   you	   are	  
living?	  As	  for	  me	  and	  my	  household,	  we	  will	  serve	  ADONAI!"

He says  – this day, you need to make a choice – “choose for yourself … BUT AS FOR ME 
AND MY HOUSE WE WILL FOLLOW ADONAI!”

It’s also the place where JACOB BEGINS AGAIN … all of the idols that came with him 
have been buried OUTSIDE the Land.
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**NUGGET!** FATHERS – this  is  a GATE. It’s  the place where you separate the PAGAN 
from the HOLY. It’s the place where you lead your family into the COVENANT.

2. BEIT-EL/Ai

This was a holy place for Abraham.

Genesis	  13:3-‐5	  As	  he	  went	  on	  his	  travels	  from	  the	  Negev,	  he	  came	  to	  Beit-‐El,	  to	  the	  place	  where	  his	  tent	  had	  
been	  at	  the	  beginning,	  between	  Beit-‐El	  and	  'Ai,	  4	  where	  he	  had	  first	  built	  the	  altar;	  and	  there	  Avram	  called	  
on	  the	  name	  of	  ADONAI.	  5	  Lot,	  who	  was	  traveling	  with	  Avram,	  also	  had	  flocks,	  herds	  and	  tents.

It’s the place where Abraham buys a 
piece of land. This  was a turning point 
place in Jacobs life – it’s the gateway 
to heaven:

Genesis	   28:17 	   Then	   he	   became	   afraid	   and	  
said,	   "This	   place	   is	   fearsome!	   This	   has	   to	  be	  
the	  house	  of	  GOD!	  This	  is	  the	  gate	  of	  heaven!"

It’s the ladder that connects heaven 
and earth:

Genesis	   28:12	   He	   dreamt	   that	   there	   before	  
him	  was	  a	  ladder	  resAng	  on	  the	  ground	  with	  
its	   top	  reaching	  to	  heaven,	  and	  the	  angels	   of	  
ADONAI	  were	  going	  up	  and	  down	  on	  it.

It’s the place of pilgrimage:

1	  Samuel	  10:3	  Go	  on	  from	  there,	  and	  you	  will	  come	  to	  the	  Oak	  of	  Tavor.	  Three	  men	  will	  meet	  you	  there	  on	  
their	  way	  up	  to	  GOD	  at	  Beit-‐El.	  One	  of	  them	  will	  be	  carrying	  three	  kids,	  another	  three	   loaves	  of	  bread	  and	  
the	  third	  a	  skin	  of	  wine.

**NUGGET!** FATHERS – this  is a GATE. It’s  a place of CONNECTEDNESS. It’s the 
place to lay down my own EGO, and it’s the place to walk in HOLINESS. BUT, it’s  also the 
place where the prophets of old were mocked!!

2	  Kings	   2:23	  Elisha	  lej	  to	  go	  up	  to	  Beit-‐El.	  As	  he	  was	   on	  his	  way	  up	  the	   road,	  some	  boys	   came	  out	  of	   the	  
town	  and	  began	  making	  fun	  of	  him.	  "Go	  on	  up,	  baldy!	  Go	  on	  up,	  baldy!"

This  aggression continued in the time of AMOS [3:14] and HOSEA [10:15]. When the 
tribes split into two, this is the place where the one golden calf is set up as  a substitute for 
the Tabernacle.

You need to MAKE A CHOICE … will you heed the Word of the Holy Spirit. If you serve a 
substitute, then you will lose all connection with GOD.
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3. HEBRON

The spiritual purpose of this city lies in the fact that Abraham makes this  a place of 
permanence. It records the indisputable fact that this is Kingdom Land. 

• Abraham AND Jacob make a permanent dwelling:

Genesis	   35:27	  Ya'akov	   came	   home	   to	   his	   father	   Yitz'chak	   at	   Mamre,	   near	   Kiryat-‐Arba	   (also	   known	   as	  
Hevron),	  where	  Avraham	  and	  Yitz'chak	  had	  lived	  as	  foreigners.	  

• David starts his reign here and it’s the beginning of the Kingdom.
• In current history today, this is  a divided city – the enclave that the JEWS have 

purchased is cordoned off top to prevent incidents. If you look at the news you will 
hear of oppression stories, where the Palestine’s that are prevented from driving 
on certain roads, are forced to walk by foot … the Jews that settled here are staking 
a claim – it’s a place of permanent dwelling by people who profess Adonai.

**NUGGET!** FATHERS – this is a GATE. It’s the place for PERMANENT ROOTEDNESS. 
It’s the place of taking POSSESSION. It’s the place to start your reign as KING.

JERUSALEM in MORE DETAIL.
We are going to look at this  City in more detail. I want to highlight one factor now as we 
start:

• It’s the City where DAVID ruled.
• It’s the City where GOD will rule.
• It’s the place of the ARK OF THE COVENANT.

Have you ever wondered why the Jewish people pronounce 
the name that way? “Yerushalayim”? It’s  PLURAL. There are 
two City’s – one on earth and one in Heaven. 

Every time they speak the name, they declare that HE will 
return. In fact, it’s the city known as “the city that’s joined 
together”

Psalm	  122:3	  Yerushalayim,	  built	  as	  a	  city	  fostering	  friendship	  and	  unity.

**NUGGET!** FATHERS – it’s  a GATE. It’s a place to 
PROPHETICALLY DECLARE THAT HIS GLORY WILL 
RETURN.

The NAME says something. One of the names obviously relates to SALEM – the context 
of peace. The other name has to relate to the binding of Isaac.
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It is said that Abraham added to word “yir’eh” to the word “shalem”. What does “yir’eh” 
mean? This is a place of AWE, and service to GOD.

This  together with the meaning of the second word, PEACE, gives meaning to the concept 
that the two Cities [one earthly/the other heavenly] could be merged.

**NUGGET!** Within the name Jerusalem, we find the summary of the Commandment’s. 
Y’shua says – love GOD and love your neighbor.

Service to GOD reflects my relationship with Him [the act by Abraham to sacrifice his son, 
as the very opposite to pagan worship, reflects the relationship between MAN AND GOD].

Peace with my fellowman reflects my relationship with them [the act by Abraham to 
recognize the ruler of JUSTICE AND PEACE is  a perfect manifestation of a sound 
relationship between man and his fellowman].

ATTRIBUTES OF JERUSALEM.
We have walked on this journey as  fathers, to this City. In fact GOD commands that we do 
this  regularly – three times a year. The very fact that this City is  so important to GOD must 
have a deeper spiritual meaning.

What I am I to learn here?
How do I transform in order to qualify to be a holy, set apart, royal priest living 
stone?

1. THE FOUNDATION OF THIS CITY IS JUSTICE.

Let’s start with Malki-Tzedek, the KING of SALEM. His  name – tzedek – already describes 
the word JUSTICE. His city – salem – declares that because justice rules, there will be 
PEACE.

Genesis	  14:18	  Malki-‐Tzedek	   king	  of	  Shalem	  brought	  out	  bread	  and	  wine.	  He	  was	  Cohen	  of	   El	   'Elyon	  [GOD	  
Most	  High],

A number of Scriptures speak of the concept of justice.

Psalm	  48:11-‐12	  Let	  Mount	  Tziyon	  rejoice,	   let	  the	   daughters	  of	  Y'hudah	  be	  glad,	  because	  of	  your	  judgment	  
[on	  the	  enemy].	  12	  Walk	  through	  Tziyon,	  go	  all	  around	  it;	  count	  how	  many	  towers	  it	  has.

Prophetically GOD declares that He is the GOD OF RIGHTEOUS.

Jeremiah	  23:5	  "The	  days	  are	  coming,"	   says	  ADONAI	  when	  I	  will 	  raise	   a	  righteous	  Branch	  for	  David.	  He	  will	  
reign	  as	  king	  and	  succeed,	  he	  will	  do	  what	  is	  just	  and	  right	  in	  the	  land.	  

David rules with justice and righteousness:

2	  Samuel	  8:15	  So	  David	  reigned	  over	  all	  Israel,	  and	  executed	  jusAce	  and	  righteousness	  for	  all	  his	  people.	  
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Now, not only is the foundation of the City rooted in JUSTICE, but becomes the very 
essence of the City. The moment that there is  injustice GOD calls out for the restoration of 
the JUDGES.

Isaiah	  1:26	  I	  will	  restore	  your	  judges	  as	  at	  first	  and	  your	  advisers	  as	  at	  the	  beginning.	  Ajer	  that,	  you	  will 	  be	  
called	  the	  City	  of	  Righteousness,	  Faithful	  City.

This aspect of justice IS SO DEEPLY ROOTED, that the City cannot tolerate:

• Injustice
• Oppression
• Abominations

This  standard is so clear, that the moment the City is in violation of this  code, then it will 
FALL.

Micah	  3.9-‐12 	  Hear	   this,	  please,	   leaders	   of	   the	   house	   of	  
Ya'akov,	   rulers	   of	   the	   house	   of	   Isra'el,	   you	  who	   abhor	  
what	   is	   just	  and	  pervert	   anything	  that	  is	   right,	  10	  who	  
build	   up	   Tziyon	   with	   blood	   and	   Yerushalayim	   with	  
wickedness.	  11	   Her	   leaders	   sell	  verdicts	   for	   bribes,	   her	  
cohanim	   teach	   for	   a	   price,	   her	   prophets	   divine	   for	  
money	  -‐	  yet	  they	  claim	  to	  rely	  on	  ADONAI!	  "Isn't	  ADONAI	  
here	  with	  us?"	  they	  say.	  "No	  evil 	  can	  come	  upon	  us."	  12	  
Therefore,	  because	  of	   you,	  Tziyon	  will	  be	  plowed	  under	  
like	   a	  field,	  Yerushalayim	  will	   become	   heaps	   of	   ruins,	  
and	  the	  mountain	  of	  the	  house	  like	  a	  forested	  height.

Let’s look at the story of David to see how this 
truth manifests … it’s a story that highlights a 
man of justice and story that reveals a man 
that falls to the greatest degree of injustice 
[unfortunately the king who lives with injustice 
and consequently, the city will fall].

The English translation “a time when kings go out” seems to says that David should not 
have been at home … and this becomes the reason that many people use to explain 
everything that follows in the story.

The Hebrew for the above, would be “melakim” – while in fact the actual letters used is 
“malakim” and would mean “when envoys go out”.

So maybe, we can’t start off the story by finding an excuse for David!

What is  important to note – up till now, David’s kingdom has been on the ascent. Yet from 
now on we will only see a decline – the day on which the bowl of injustice is filled, will 
determine the turning point in the City of Jerusalem reign.

David’s injustice is described in 2 Samuel 11.
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1. David destroys trust and respect with fellow officers/leaders. 

Both Uriah and his father Eliam are men of renown, within his top circle of 30 men. Joab 
who follows orders  would carry this secret of following orders for the rest of his life. He 
would go to war with the worry in the back of his mind that a similar order to be spoken out 
over his life. As a general, he will carry the guilt of sending other men to their death … and 
as part of the cover up, is  a raid that he would not normally consider. The men under him 
will begin to express doubts about his ability to lead them into battle.

2. David purposefully commits adultery. 

Although the story seems to suggest otherwise, it’s  almost inconceivable that David would 
not have met the wives of his top leadership at some function, dinner, party etc. It’s also 
clear that this is NOT a secret affair. He sends envoys to “find out” who she is. 

He sends envoys to fetch her and return her to her home [envoys who will personally know 
her husband … and possibly some of them may well be Uriah’s friends]. We should take 
careful note. The Bible says he “saw”, at no stage does it say he “loved” her.

**NUGGET!** We should guard what we see in the physical – and realize that there is an 
equivalent reality in the spiritual. David saw a beautiful woman – because he would 
understand the concept of marriage covenant in the physical. 

In the spiritual realm, he should have seen his demise the very moment he thought of 
destroying the very Image of GOD [marriage purity].

After the illicit affair, we see that “she purified herself” by bathing again, before she goes 
home. She is washing off the impurity of the event hoping that this  will take away the 
sense guilt of the wrong doing.

LeviBcus	  15:18	  If	  a	  man	  goes	  to	  bed	  with	  a	  woman	  and	  has	  sexual	  relaAons,	  both	  are	  to	  bathe	  themselves	  
in	  water;	  they	  will	  be	  unclean	  unAl	  evening.

3. David does not defend the 
helpless.

The priest Nathan comes to speak to 
David with a riddle. He fails to see 
himself in the story. We are also then 
to look at this from a man’s point of 
view … if however we think of Uriah 
and BATHSHEBA, then the story 
reveals another aspect. I would 
suggest that Bathsheba is the poor/
weak man, and Uriah is  the lamb 
that came to lie in her lap [and it’s 
this  one Uriah, that is  taken]. David 
is  the man with many lambs [wives], 
yet he takes from the weak one.
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4. David does not guard the “house” or family.

We read a sad story where Tamar is abused by her brother. In an incident which closely 
follows that of the Levites Concubine.

Importantly, it’s recorded as such:

2	   Samuel	   13:21-‐22 	  When	   King	   David	   heard	   about	   all	   these	   things,	   he	   became	   very	   angry.	   22	   As	   for	  
Avshalom,	  he	   refused	  to	  say	  a	  word	  to	  Amnon,	  either	  good	  or	  bad;	  for	  Avshalom	  hated	  Amnon	  for	  having	  
raped	  his	  sister	  Tamar.

David fumed BUT he did NOTHING … 

But there are people who strive for JUSTICE – in all of this, it would seem that Uriah has a 
strict sense of justice:

• He sleeps in the gateway of the city where all of the city can see that he is  not 
hiding away from his duty and calling.

• When he speaks to David, he refrains from calling him “my Lord”. He speaks of “my 
Lord/master Joab and my master’s servants are camped on the field”. 

• He also says that he will not go to lie with his wife and makes an oath – “by your 
life”, then leaves off the customary “my lord the king”.

I think he was saying, I know what you have done – you and I go back a long time. You 
can get away with it because you are king, but I am not going to make it easy for you.

THE PRIESTS HAVE A CALLING.
The Levites are called to duty in the Tabernacle.

Exodus	  33:10	  And	  all	  the	  people	  saw	  the	  pillar	  of	   cloud	  stand	  at	  the	   tent	  door,	  and	  all	  the	  people	   rose	  up	  
and	  worshiped,	  every	  man	  at	  his	  tent	  door.

We see from this portion that their calling is:

• To teach your judgments … by sitting in the gates and applying Godly  principles to 
deal with misunderstandings, misinterpretations, and problems of the WORD.

• To teach the Torah by living a lifestyle that reflects  GOD’s Attributes … in this way 
their lives now become an altar of INCENSE.

For many people the focus is on actions – a list of do and do not – but this Tabernacle life 
is an INNER QUALITY.

Psalm	  15:1-‐2	  A	  psalm	  of	  David:	  ADONAI,	  who	  can	  rest	  in	  your	  tent?	  Who	  can	  live	  on	  your	  holy	  mountain?	  2	  
Those	  who	  live	  a	  blameless	  life,	  who	  behave	  uprightly,	  who	  speak	  truth	  from	  their	  hearts.
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Psalm	  24:4	  Those	  with	  clean	  hands	  and	  pure	  hearts,	  who	  don't	  make	  vaniAes	   the	  purpose	   of	  their	   lives	  or	  
swear	  oaths	  just	  to	  deceive.

JUSTICE WILL LAST FOREVER.
Isaiah	  33:20-‐22	  Look	  at	  Tziyon,	  the	   city	  of	   our	  fesAvals;	  your	  eyes	  will	  see	   Yerushalayim	  a	  secure	  abode,	  a	  
tent	  that	  will	  not	  be	  removed,	  whose	  pegs	  will	  never	  be	  pulled	  out	  and	  whose	  guy-‐ropes	  will	  not	  be	  cut.	  21	  
But	  there	   in	  his	   splendor	  ADONAI	  will	  be	  with	  us,	  in	  a	  place	  of	  rivers	  and	  broad	  streams.	  But	  no	  boat	  with	  
oars	   will 	  go	   there,	   no	  majesAc	   ship	  will 	  pass	   by.	   22	   For	  ADONAI	   is	   our	   judge,	   ADONAI	   is	   our	   lawgiver,	  
ADONAI	  is	  our	  king.	  He	  will	  save	  us.

As we close this thought, I am reminded about the absolute difference between two 
animals, that reveal the essence of justice/righteousness/shalom …

The SERPENT vs. the DONKEY:

• The SERPENT speaks words that lead to sin, as in the Garden of Eden. Words that 
will cause division between man and woman, and man and GOD. Because justice 
and righteousness depart from the “place”, GOD’s Presence also departs.

• The DONKEY speaks prophetically words that reveal life, as in the story of Balaam. 
Wherever justice is being proclaimed, there too GOD’s Blessing will be revealed.

Which are you?

2. THE FOUNDATION OF THIS CITY IS KINGSHIP.

What defines the role of king? Someone who 
has the power to define life or death over 
every individual in the kingdom. GOD is such 
a KING. The question is this?

Have you every crowned Him King? Do you 
proclaim Jerusalem as the THRONE of GOD?

A king determines the place of his residence. 
The KING OF KINGS has decided to name 
this city [JERUSALEM] as follows …

City of GOD:

Psalm	  87:3	  Glorious	  things	  are	  said	  about	  you,	  city	  of	  
GOD.	  (Selah)

City of the LORD:

Psalm	  101:8	  Every	  morning	  I	  will	  destroy	  all 	  the	  wicked	  of	  the	  land,	  cu|ng	  off	  all	  evildoers	  from	  the	  city	  of	  
ADONAI.
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The king makes a statement of covenant:

Exodus	  25:2-‐8	  Tell	  the	   people	  of	   Isra'el	  to	  take	   up	  a	  collecAon	  for	  me	  -‐accept	  a	  contribuAon	  from	  anyone	  
who	  wholeheartedly	  wants	  to	  give.	  

3	  The	   contribuAon	   you	  are	   to	  take	   from	  them	  is	   to	  consist	  of	   gold,	  silver	  and	  bronze;	  4	  blue,	  purple	  and	  
scarlet	  yarn;	  fine	   linen,	   goat's	   hair,	  5	   tanned	  ram	   skins	   and	  fine	   leather;	  acacia-‐wood;	   6	  oil 	  for	  the	   light,	  
spices	   for	  the	   anoinAng	  oil	  and	  for	  the	   fragrant	  incense;	  7	  onyx	  stones	  and	  other	  stones	  to	  be	  set,	  for	  the	  
ritual	  vest	  and	  breastplate.	  8	  "They	  are	  to	  make	  me	  a	  sanctuary,	  so	  that	  I	  may	  live	  among	  them.

The king makes a statement of inheritance:

Exodus	  15:17-‐18	  You	  will 	  bring	  them	  in	  and	  plant	  them	  on	  the	  mountain	  which	  is	  your	  heritage,	  the	  place,	  
ADONAI,	  that	  you	  made	  your	  abode,	  the	  sanctuary,	  Adonai,	  which	  your	  hands	  established.	  18	  ADONAI	  will	  
reign	  forever	  and	  ever.

GOD allows mortal man to sit on an earthly throne … however, HE indicates that Solomon 
sat on HIS [GOD’s] Throne.

Jerusalem becomes the seat of SANCTITY:

• A House of GOD [Psalm 122]. It’s where His Glory will be revealed. But it’s  the 
place where man can – through pride, religious works, ritual – bring un-Godliness/
uncleanness into the Tabernacle.

Jerusalem becomes the seat of ROYALTY:

• GOD allows David to begin an empire that will be known as  the HOUSE OF DAVID. 
But it’s the place where man can chose to fight over possession of the land/rights 
over the WORD.

I want to tell a story, and I am going to talk to the version set out in Mark 11:1-33, known 
as the “cursing of the fig tree”.

We are called to be priests in this Tabernacle made of living stones. HOWEVER, in:

Ezekiel	  43:19 	  You	  shall	  give	  to	  the	  priests,	  the	  Levites	  who	  are	  of	  the	  offspring	  of	  Zadok,	  who	  are	  near	  to	  Me	  
to	  minister	  to	  Me,	  says	  the	  Lord	  GOD,	  a	  young	  bull	  for	  a	  sin	  offering.	  

Ezekiel	  40:46 	  And	  the	   chamber	  with	  its	  view	  to	  the	  north	  is	   for	  the	  priests	  who	  have	  charge	  of	   the	  altar.	  
These	  are	  the	   sons	  of	  Zadok,	  who	  alone	  among	  the	  sons	  of	   Levi	  may	  come	  near	  to	  the	   Lord	  to	  minister	  to	  
Him.	  

Ezekiel	  44:15 	  But	  the	  LeviAcal	  priests,	  the	   sons	  of	   Zadok,	  who	  kept	  the	   charge	  of	  My	  sanctuary	  when	  the	  
children	  of	   Israel	  went	  astray	  from	  Me,	  shall 	  come	  near	  to	  Me	  to	  minister	  to	  Me,	  and	  they	  shall	  aSend	  Me	  
to	  offer	  to	  Me	  the	  fat	  and	  the	  blood,	  says	  the	  Lord	  GOD.	  

We see that we are speaking about a new order of priests, those from the line of ZADOK, 
in the order of Malki-Tzedek. As such, we have a calling to do, just as Y’SUHA did … what 
we saw HIM DO we should be doing.
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Y’SHUA AND THE CURSED FIG TREE.
Let’s tell the story about the fig tree … Y'shua 
arrives in Jerusalem:

Mark	  11:1-‐11	  As	  they	  were	  approaching	  Yerushalayim,	  near	  
Beit-‐Pagei	  and	  Beit-‐Anyah,	  by	   the	  Mount	  of	  Olives,	  Yeshua	  
sent	  two	  of	  his	   talmidim	  2	  with	  these	   instrucAons:	  "Go	  into	  
the	   village	   ahead	  of	   you;	   and	  as	   soon	  as	  you	  enter	   it,	  you	  
will	  find	  a	  colt	  Aed	  there	  that	  has	  never	  been	  ridden.	  UnAe	  
it,	   and	   bring	   it	   here.	   3	   If	   anyone	   asks	   you,	   `Why	   are	   you	  
doing	  this?'	   tell	  him,	  `The	  Lord	  needs	   it,'	   and	  he	  will 	  send	  it	  
here	  right	  away."	   4	  They	  went	  off	  and	  found	  a	  colt	  in	  the	  
street	   Aed	   in	   a	   doorway,	   and	   they	   unAed	   it.	   5	   The	  
bystanders	   said	   to	   them,	   "What	   are	   you	   doing,	   untying	  
that	  colt?"	  6	  They	  gave	   the	  answer	  Yeshua	  had	  told	  them	  
to	  give,	   and	   they	   let	   them	   conAnue.	   7	  They	   brought	   the	  
colt	  to	  Yeshua	  and	  threw	  their	  robes	  on	  it,	  and	  he	  sat	  on	  it.	  
8	  Many	  people	  carpeted	  the	  road	  with	  their	  clothing,	  while	  
others	   spread	  out	  green	  branches	  which	  they	   had	   cut	   in	  the	   fields.	  9	  Those	   who	  were	   ahead	   and	   those	  
behind	  shouted,	  "Please!	  Deliver	  us!"m	  "Blessed	  is	  he	  who	  comes	   in	  the	   name	  of	   ADONAI!"	   10	  "Blessed	  is	  
the	   coming	  Kingdom	  of	  our	  father	  David!"	  and,	  "You	  in	  the	  highest	  heaven!	  Please!	  Deliver	  us!"	  11	  Yeshua	  
entered	  Yerushalayim,	  went	  into	  the	  Temple	  courts	  and	  took	  a	  good	  look	  at	  everything;	  but	  since	  it	  was	  now	  
late,	  he	  went	  out	  with	  the	  Twelve	  to	  Beit-‐Anyah.	  

Y'shua arrives in Jerusalem … a triumphant entry, by a KING. The people recognize him 
as KING – they spread the palm branches and their clothes on the road. They cheer – 
“blessed is he who comes in the name of the ADONAI!”

AND then it says … it was late, and He went into the Temple and looked [took note] of 
everything happening there … AND then he left.

Y’shua curses the fig tree:

Mark	  11:12-‐14	  The	  next	  day,	  as	  they	  came	  back	  from	  Beit-‐Anyah,	  he	  felt	  hungry.	  13	  Spo|ng	  in	  the	  distance	  
a	  fig	  tree	  in	  leaf,	  he	  went	  to	  see	  if	  he	  could	  find	  anything	  on	  it.	  When	  he	  came	  up	  to	  it,	  he	  found	  nothing	  but	  
leaves;	   for	   it	  wasn't	  fig	  season.	   14	  He	   said	   to	   it,	   "May	   no	   one	   ever	   eat	   fruit	   from	   you	  again!"	   And	   his	  
talmidim	  heard	  what	  he	  said.

NOW, on the next day, they walk past a fig tree … it’s not the season for fruit … Y'shua 
expects to see fruit. When he finds no fruit, He curses the tree – “let no man eat from you 
again”.

So what does this teaching tell us?

The fig is first mentioned in the Garden of Eden. It becomes man’s  covering, in place of 
the Glory of GOD (Genesis 19:6).

The fig is  one of the seven species of fruit that the Land of Israel is blessed with 
[Deuteronomy 8:7-8].
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Later on, the prophets use this tree, as the symbol of the Messianic Kingdom:

Micah	  4:4	  Instead,	  each	  person	  will	  sit	  under	  his	  vine	  and	  fig	  tree,	  with	  no	  one	  to	  upset	  him,	  for	  the	  mouth	  
of	  ADONAI-‐Tzva'ot	  has	  spoken.

Zechariah	  3:10	  “When	   that	  Ame	   comes,”	  says	   ADONAI-‐Tzva'ot,	  “you	  will	  all	   invite	  each	  other	  to	  join	  you	  
under	  your	  vines	  and	  fig	  trees.”

Y'shua Himself confirms  this Messianic connection. He tells us to look out for the budding 
of the fig as a sign of the times.

Y’shua, crowned as KING the previous day, had looked at what He saw in the Temple … 
and as He walked past the fig tree [the sign of the Messianic Kingdom], He had an 
expectation to see fruit. He thought that His disciples would have the same expectation. 
They heard his remark … but failed to understand [they looked in the physical domain, and 
NOT in the spiritual].

Ma#hew	  24:32-‐33	  Now	  let	  the	  fig	  tree	   teach	  you	  its	   lesson:	  when	  its	  branches	   begin	  to	  sprout	  and	  leaves	  
appear,	  you	  know	  that	  summer	  is	  approaching.	  33	  In	  the	  same	  way,	  when	  you	  see	  all	  these	   things,	  you	  are	  
to	  know	  that	  the	  Ame	  is	  near,	  right	  at	  the	  door.

Y'shua cleans out the Tabernacle:

Mark	  11:15-‐19	  On	  reaching	  Yerushalayim,	  he	   entered	  the	  Temple	  courts	  and	  began	  driving	  out	  those	  who	  
were	  carrying	  on	  business	  there,	  both	  the	  merchants	  and	  their	  customers.	  He	  also	  knocked	  over	  the	  desks	  of	  
the	   money-‐changers,	   upset	   the	   benches	   of	   the	   pigeon-‐dealers,	   16	   and	   refused	   to	   let	   anyone	   carry	  
merchandise	  through	  the	  Temple	  courts.	  17	  Then,	  as	  he	  taught	  them,	  he	  said,	  "Isn't	  it	  wriSen	  in	  the	  Tanakh,	  
My	  house	  will	  be	  called	  a	  house	  of	  prayer	  for	  all	  the	  Goyimp	  But	  you	  have	  made	  it	  into	  a	  den	  of	  robbers!"	  18	  
The	  head	  cohanim	  and	  the	  Torah-‐teachers	  heard	  what	  he	  said	  and	  tried	  to	  find	  a	  way	  to	  do	  away	  with	  him;	  
they	  were	   afraid	  of	  him,	  because	   the	   crowds	  were	  uSerly	  taken	  by	  his	   teaching.	  19	  When	  evening	  came,	  
they	  lej	  the	  city.

The King of kings had come to the City. 

The House of GOD [the Tabernacle] was filled with “unclean/unholy” things. So He cleans 
up the Temple – drives out those who introduce actions/deeds that do not fit into GOD’s 
Plans. And, prophetically declares:

GOD’S HOUSE WILL BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS!

It seems that the fig tree [of the Temple] also did not bear any fruit! His disciples  saw what 
he did … and failed to make any connection. Y’shua explains the lesson of the fig tree:

Mark	  11:20-‐24	  In	  the	  morning,	  as	  the	  talmidim	  passed	  by,	  they	  saw	  the	  fig	  tree	  withered	  all	  the	  way	  to	  its	  
roots.	  21	  Kefa	  remembered	  and	  said	  to	  Yeshua,	  "Rabbi!	  Look!	  The	  fig	  tree	  that	  you	  cursed	  has	  dried	  up!"	  22	  
He	  responded,	  "Have	  the	  kind	  of	   trust	  that	  comes	  from	  GOD!	  23	  Yes!	  I	  tell	  you	  that	  whoever	  does	  not	  doubt	  
in	  his	  heart	  but	  trusts	  that	  what	  he	  says	  will	  happen	  can	  say	  to	  this	  mountain,	  `Go	  and	  throw	  yourself	  into	  
the	  sea!'	   and	  it	  will	  be	  done	   for	  him.	  24	  Therefore,	  I	  tell	  you,	  whatever	  you	  ask	  for	  in	  prayer,	  trust	  that	  you	  
are	  receiving	  it,	  and	  it	  will	  be	  yours.
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Y’shua and the disciples  return to the City on the next day. They see that the fig tree has 
died … they marvel at the result. And Y’shua has to explain/clarify His  actions. He tells 
them to have faith – what does this mean?

He refers back to Jeremiah 8:13 and uses the Remez method of teaching [he quotes a 
verse, yet uses the verses surrounding the quotation, to illustrate the point]:

Jeremiah	  8:13	  “I	  will	  put	  an	  end	  to	  them,”	  says	  ADONAI.	  “There	  are	   no	  grapes	   on	  the	  vine,	  and	  no	  figs	  on	  
the	  fig	  tree;	  the	  leaf	  has	  withered;	  and	  what	  I	  have	  given	  them	  will	  pass	  from	  their	  possession.”

• Fruit on the fig tree is a direct reference to the coming Messiah.
• Fruit out of season, is  a direct statement to say that the Messiah will come “out of 

season”.
• The Messiah had come seemingly out of season as we are not ready to receive 

Him, but there was NO FRUIT on the lives of the people.

**NUGGET!** People who are unfruitful will whither away and will not enjoy a blessed life 
[Jeremiah 8:13A] AND GOD will be the one that takes it away [Jeremiah 8:13B].

The prophet’s use a similar analogy in 
Jeremiah 24, with the basket of the ripe/
unripe figs. But then this word of HOPE – 
“have FAITH!”

Ma#hew	   11:22-‐24	   “But	   I	   tell	   you	   it	   will	   be	   more	  
bearable	  for	  Tzor	  and	  Tzidon	  than	  for	  you	  on	  the	  Day	  
of	  Judgment!	  23	  And	  you,	  K'far-‐Nachum,	  will	  you	  be	  
exalted	  to	  heaven?	  No,	  you	  will	  be	  brought	  down	  to	  
Sh'ol!b	  For	  if	  the	  miracles	  done	  in	  you	  had	  been	  done	  
in	  S'dom,	  it	  would	  sAll	  be	  in	  existence	  today.	  24	  But	  I	  
tell	  you	  that	  on	  the	  Day	  of	  Judgment	  it	  will	  be	  more	  
bearable	  for	  the	  land	  of	  S'dom	  than	  for	  you!"

**NUGGET!** DO YOU BEAR FRUIT?

Let’s return to:

Zechariah	   3:3-‐5	  Y'hoshua	  was	   clothed	   in	  garments	   covered	  with	  dung;	   and	  he	   was	   standing	  before	   the	  
angel,	  4	  who	  said	  to	  those	  standing	  in	  front	  of	  him,	  "Take	  those	  filthy	  garments	  off	  of	  him."	  Then	  to	  him	  he	  
said,	  "See,	   I	  am	  taking	  your	  guilt	  away.	   I	  will 	  clothe	  you	   in	  fine	  robes."	   5	  I	  said,	  "They	  should	  put	  a	  clean	  
turban	  on	  his	   head."	   So	  they	  put	  a	   clean	  turban	  on	  his	   head	  and	  gave	   him	  fine	   robes	   to	  wear,	  while	   the	  
angel	  of	  ADONAI	  stood	  by.

Are you are restored priest?
Do you have a white linen robe on?
Are you walking in HIS Ways?
Are you keeping HIS Commandments?
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It’s vital that we understand this aspect of bearing fruit. GOD sets an example:

Deuteronomy	  10:17-‐18	  For	  the	  Lord	  your	  GOD	  is	  GOD	  of	  gods	  and	  Lord	  of	   lords,	  the	  great,	  the	  mighty,	  the	  
terrible	  GOD,	  Who	  is	  not	  parAal	  and	  takes	  no	  bribe.	  18	  	  He	  executes	  jusAce	  for	  the	  fatherless	  and	  the	  widow,	  
and	  loves	  the	  stranger	  or	  temporary	  resident	  and	  gives	  him	  food	  and	  clothing.

• On one hand we see that GOD is defined as – GREAT, awe-inspiring, majesty.
• On the other hand, we see that GOD upholds the orphan and the widow …

What’s the lesson?

GOD is BIG, YET HIS Focus is on JUSTICE and MERCY for the LEAST.

GOD tells us, that no matter how important you may become … your value, your fruit-
bearing ability, your attention to the job of reflecting/revealing HIS Glory will depend on the 
SIZE OF YOUR HEART. Will your heart stay big enough for GOD’s People?

THEN, you will be a LEADER who can be in CHARGE of the COURTS of the 
TABERNACLE.

Y’shua’s Authority is challenged:

Mark	  11:27-‐28 	  They	  went	  back	  into	  Yerushalayim;	  and	  as	  he	  was	  walking	  in	  the	  Temple	  courts,	  there	  came	  
to	  him	  the	  head	  cohanim,	  the	  Torah-‐teachers	  and	  the	  elders;	  28	  and	  they	  said	  to	  him,	  "What	  s'mikhah	  do	  
you	  have	  that	  authorizes	  you	  to	  do	  these	  things?	  Who	  gave	  you	  this	  s'mikhah	  authorizing	  you	  to	  do	  them?"

A righteous man, WILL be challenged!

**NUGGET!** The PRIESTS after the Order of ZADOK are those who remain LOYAL to 
the KING – even if the REBELLION is from the INSIDE of the FAMILY. 

These priests are those who want to ENLARGE the TENT.

1	  Kings	   8:41-‐43	  Also	  the	   foreigner	  who	  does	   not	  belong	   to	   your	   people	   Isra'el	  –	   when	  he	   comes	   from	  a	  
distant	  country	  because	  of	  your	  reputaAon	  42	  (for	  they	  will	  hear	  of	  your	  great	  reputaAon,	  your	  mighty	  hand	  
and	  your	  outstretched	  arm),	  when	  he	  comes	  and	  prays	   toward	  this	  house;	  43	  then	  hear	  in	  heaven	  where	  
you	  live,	  and	  act	   in	  accordance	  with	  everything	  about	  which	  the	  foreigner	  is	   calling	  to	  you;	  so	  that	  all	  the	  
peoples	  of	   the	  earth	  will	  know	  your	  name	  and	  fear	  you,	  as	  does	   your	  people	   Isra'el,	  and	  so	  that	  they	  will	  
know	  that	  this	  house	  which	  I	  have	  built	  bears	  your	  name.

In order to have enough ROOM so that they can call those out of EVERY NATION:

Isaiah	  56:7	  “I	  will	  bring	  them	  to	  my	  holy	  mountain	  and	  make	  them	  joyful	  in	  my	  house	  of	  prayer;	  their	  burnt	  
offerings	  and	  sacrifices	  will	  be	  accepted	  on	  my	  altar;	  for	  my	  house	  will	  be	   called	  a	  house	  of	   prayer	   for	  all	  
peoples."
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3. THE FOUNDATION OF THIS CITY IS WARFARE.

Our journey into the understanding of the warfare element of the City of Jerusalem starts 
of as ABRAHAM returns from rescuing LOT. He has travelled a few hundred kilometers, on 
foot, and engaged, at night, with a much bigger/better equipped army … and has defeated 
them with only 318 men [Genesis 14:8-24].

He arrives at the place where the KING 
of SALEM comes out to meet him.

Genesis	  14:18-‐20 	  Malki-‐Tzedek	  king	  of	   Shalem	  
brought	  out	  bread	  and	  wine.	  He	  was	   cohen	  of	  
El	   'Elyon	   [GOD	   Most	   High],	   19	   so	   he	   blessed	  
him	  with	  these	  words:	  "Blessed	  be	  Avram	  by	  El	  
'Elyon,	   maker	   of	   heaven	   of	   earth.	   20	   and	  
blessed	  be	  El 	  'Elyon,	  who	  handed	  your	  enemies	  
over	   to	   you."	   Avram	   gave	   him	   a	   tenth	   of	  
everything.	  

At almost the same time the king of 
Sodom makes an appearance, there in 
the Kings valley:

Genesis	  14:17 	  Ajer	  his	   return	   from	   slaughtering	  K'dorla'omer	  and	  the	  kings	   with	  him,	  the	   king	  of	   S'dom	  
went	  out	  to	  meet	  him	  in	  the	  Shaveh	  Valley,	  also	  known	  as	  the	  King's	  Valley.	  18	  Malki-‐Tzedek	  king	  of	  Shalem	  
brought	  out	  …

To get the picture right, imagine Abraham standing between these two kings. 

(1) The King Malki-Tzedek comes to greet Abraham with: 

• Bread,
• Wine,
• And a blessing.

(2) The King of Sodom, who no longer has anything – who lost everything in a war they 
caused, because they had thought that they could rebel against the other Kings:

• Brings NOTHING,
• Offers no word of thanks,
• Comes with a demand – “give me my subjects, you can keep the goods”!

Now look at Abraham’s response!!

BUT BEFORE I go there, I want us to RE-DEFINE the attributes of the cities concerned.
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ATTRIBUTES of the CITIES:

• Jerusalem
o City that has a foundation of JUSTICE/RIGHTEOUSNESS.
o City where the Torah is taught and its principles lived out.
o City where the King is a man of PEACE.

• Sodom
o City where the outcry of their sin is so great.
o City where it was NOT possible to find ten men of righteousness.
o City where the names of the kings reveal their character.

King of Sodom was Bera, meaning “evil towards GOD”.
King of Gomorrah was Borsha meaning “who exceeds wickedness”.
Cities where the judges are NOT UPRIGHT.

Let’s return to my question …

Abraham stands between:

The	  king	  that	  is	  
RIGHTEOUS	  and	  

BLESSES
AND

The	  king	  that	  is	  EMPTY-‐
HANDED	  and	  shows	  

INGRATITUDE

We are all faced with this kind of choice every single day … we have GOD on one hand 
and the kingdom of darkness in whatever form on the other.

Abraham SHOWS THE WAY … after physical warfare, he faces a BATTLE IN THE 
SPIRITUAL REALM. And he says – “I don’t want ANYTHING that belongs to you – KEEP 
IT!”

Genesis	  14:21-‐23	  The	  king	  of	  S'dom	  said	  to	  Avram,	  "Give	  me	   the	  people,	  and	  keep	  the	  goods	  for	  yourself."	  
22	  But	  Avram	  answered	  the	  king	  of	  S'dom,	  "I	  have	  raised	  my	  hand	  in	  an	  oath	  to	  ADONAI,	  El	  'Elyon,	  maker	  of	  
heaven	  and	  earth,	  23	  that	  I	  will 	  not	  take	  so	  much	  as	  a	  thread	  or	  a	  sandal	  thong	  of	  anything	  that	  is	  yours;	  so	  
that	  you	  won't	  be	  able	  to	  say,	  'I	  made	  Avram	  rich.'

History shows, that its not too long after this, because this king and his subjects did NOT 
learn the lesson, that final judgment rained on them and completely destroyed the city.

4. THE FOUNDATION OF THIS CITY IS PRAISE.

We need to revisit our outlook about praise and worship. GOD says that He brings 
redemption/salvation/restoration to the City and its people when we praise Him. He asks:

• Are you the one that will carry the “good news” in deeds/actions that will change the 
lives of others?
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• Will you SH’MA His WORD?
• Will you lift up your voice as a watchman in praise as you see the restoration of 

Jerusalem?

Isaiah	  52:7-‐10 	  How	  beauAful	  upon	  the	  mountains	  are	  
the	  feet	  of	  him	  who	  brings	  good	  Adings,	  who	  publishes	  
peace,	  who	  brings	  good	  Adings	  of	  good,	  who	  publishes	  
salvaAon,	  who	  says	  to	  Zion,	  Your	  GOD	  reigns!	  8	  	  Hark,	  
your	  watchmen	  lij	  up	  their	  voices;	  together	  they	  sing	  
for	  joy;	   for	  they	  shall	  see	  eye	  to	  eye	   the	   return	  of	   the	  
Lord	   to	  Zion.	  9	   	   Break	   forth	   joyously,	   sing	   together,	  
you	   waste	   places	   of	   Jerusalem,	   for	   the	   Lord	   has	  
comforted	  His	   people,	   He	   has	   redeemed	   Jerusalem!	  
10	   	  The	   Lord	  has	  made	  bare	  His	  holy	  arm	  before	   the	  
eyes	   of	   all	   the	  naAons	   [revealing	  Himself	   as	  the	  One	  
by	   Whose	   direcAon	   the	   redempAon	   of	   Israel	   from	  
capAvity	   is	   accomplished],	   and	   all 	   the	   ends	   of	   the	  
earth	  shall	  witness	  the	  salvaAon	  of	  our	  GOD.	  

GOD declares that he who builds and 
gathers will sing praises for it is pleasant, 
and beautiful to do so..

Psalm	  147:1-‐20	  PRAISE	   THE	   Lord!	  For	  it	   is	   good	  to	  sing	  praises	  to	  our	  GOD,	  for	  He	   is	   gracious	  and	  lovely;	  
praise	  is	  becoming	  and	  appropriate.	  2	  	  The	  Lord	  is	  building	  up	  Jerusalem;	  He	  is	  gathering	  together	  the	  exiles	  
of	  Israel.	  3	  	  He	  heals	  the	  brokenhearted	  and	  binds	  up	  their	  wounds	  [curing	  their	  pains	  and	  their	  sorrows].	  4	  	  
He	  determines	  and	  counts	  the	  number	  of	  the	  stars;	  He	  calls	  them	  all	  by	  their	  names.	  5	  	  Great	  is	  our	  Lord	  and	  
of	   great	  power;	   His	   understanding	   is	   inexhausAble	   and	  boundless.	   6	   	   The	   Lord	   lijs	   up	   the	   humble	   and	  
downtrodden;	  He	  casts	  the	  wicked	  down	  to	  the	  ground.	  7	   	  Sing	  to	  the	  Lord	  with	  thanksgiving;	  sing	  praises	  
with	  the	  harp	  or	  the	  lyre	   to	  our	  GOD!—8	  	  Who	  covers	   the	  heavens	  with	  clouds,	  Who	  prepares	  rain	  for	  the	  
earth,	  Who	  makes	   grass	   to	  grow	  on	  the	  mountains.	  9	   	  He	  gives	   to	  the	  beast	   his	   food,	   and	   to	   the	   young	  
ravens	  that	  for	  which	  they	  cry.	  10	  	  He	  delights	  not	  in	  the	  strength	  of	  the	  horse,	  nor	  does	  He	  take	  pleasure	   in	  
the	   legs	  of	  a	  man.	  11	  	  The	   Lord	  takes	  pleasure	   in	  those	  who	  reverently	  and	  worshipfully	  fear	  Him,	  in	  those	  
who	  hope	   in	  His	  mercy	  and	  loving-‐kindness.	  12	   	  Praise	  the	  Lord,	  O	  Jerusalem!	  Praise	  your	  GOD,	  O	  Zion!	  13	  	  
For	  He	  has	   strengthened	  and	  made	  hard	  the	   bars	   of	   your	  gates,	  and	  He	   has	   blessed	  your	  children	  within	  
you.	  14	   	  He	  makes	  peace	  in	  your	  borders;	  He	  fills	  you	  with	  the	  finest	  of	   the	  wheat.	  15	  	  He	  sends	  forth	  His	  
commandment	  to	  the	  earth;	  His	  word	  runs	  very	  swijly.	  16	  	  He	  gives	   [to	  the	  earth]	   snow	  like	   [a	  blanket	  of]	  
wool;	  He	  scaSers	  the	  hoarfrost	  like	  ashes.	  17	   	  He	  casts	   forth	  His	   ice	  like	   crumbs;	  who	  can	  stand	  before	  His	  
cold?	  18	  	  He	  sends	  out	  His	  word,	  and	  melts	  [ice	  and	  snow];	  He	  causes	  His	  wind	  to	  blow,	  and	  the	  waters	  flow.	  
19	  	  He	  declares	  His	  word	  to	  Jacob,	  His	  statutes	  and	  His	  ordinances	  to	  Israel.	  20	  	  He	  has	  not	  dealt	  so	  with	  any	  
[other]	  naAo;	  they	  have	  not	  known	  (understood,	  appreciated,	  given	  heed	  to,	  and	  cherished)	  His	  ordinances.	  
Praise	  the	  Lord!	  (Hallelujah!)

GOD says:

• When the life of the TORAH comes forth from Jerusalem,
• When we ascend to His City,
• When there is only one source of TRUTH,

… then we shall have peace, and the sword will become a plowshare.
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Since we know this prophetic truth, we can determine that due to the fact that wars and 
conflict still rises in Jerusalem, that the Torah is still NOT the only/single source of Truth. 
Do you petition for that day?

Isaiah	  2:2-‐7	  It	  shall	  come	  to	  pass	   in	  the	  laSer	  days	   that	  the	  mountain	  of	  the	  Lord’s	  house	   shall	  be	  [firmly]	  
established	  as	  the	  highest	  of	  the	  mountains	  and	  shall	  be	  exalted	  above	  the	  hills,	  and	  all	  naAons	  shall	  flow	  to	  
it.	  3	  	  And	  many	  people	  shall	  come	  and	  say,	  Come,	  let	  us	  go	  up	  to	  the	  mountain	  of	   the	  Lord,	  to	  the	  house	  of	  
the	  GOD	  of	  Jacob,	  that	  He	  may	  teach	  us	  His	  ways	  and	  that	  we	  may	  walk	  in	  His	  paths.	  For	  out	  of	  Zion	  shall	  go	  
forth	  the	   law	  and	  instrucAon,	  and	  the	  word	  of	   the	  Lord	  from	  Jerusalem.	  4	  	  And	  He	  shall	  judge	  between	  the	  
naAons	  and	  shall	  decide	   [disputes]	  for	  many	  peoples;	  and	  they	  shall	  beat	  their	  swords	   into	  plowshares	  and	  
their	  spears	   into	  pruning	  hooks.	  NaAon	  shall 	  not	  lij	  up	  sword	  against	  naAon,	  neither	  shall	  they	  learn	  war	  
any	  more.	  5	  	  O	  house	  of	   Jacob,	  come,	  let	  us	  walk	  in	  the	  light	  of	  the	  Lord.	  6	  	  Surely	  [Lord]	  You	  have	  rejected	  
and	  forsaken	  your	  people,	  the	  house	  of	  Jacob,	  because	  they	  are	  filled	  [with	  customs]	  from	  the	  east	  and	  with	  
soothsayers	  [who	  foretell]	  like	  the	  PhilisAnes;	  also	  they	  strike	  hands	  and	  make	  pledges	  and	  agreements	  with	  
the	  children	  of	  aliens.	  7	  	  Their	  land	  also	  is	   full	  of	   silver	  and	  gold;	  neither	  is	   there	  any	  end	  to	  their	  treasures.	  
Their	  land	  is	  also	  full	  of	  horses;	  neither	  is	  there	  any	  end	  to	  their	  chariots.

• What are you and I doing to ensure that the NAME of His City is held up high?
• Are you defending the right of Jerusalem as the Holy City of GOD?
• Are you walking with praises on your lips through these streets to proclaim the 

KING of kings?

CONCLUSION.
The path that Abraham and his sons and grandsons and you and I have to walk in the 
spiritual domain is to:

• Deal with the past … make a choice of life.
• Connect with the Heavenly realm by standing at its portals at the GOD Appointed 

Times.
• Make your presence in the Tabernacle one of permanent residence … walk in 

holiness and purity.
• Crown Him KING of your life, reveal JUSTICE to those near you, sing PRAISES to 

His NAME, and STAND and TAKE COURAGE at every battle front/every gate to the 
CITY!

What happens when you MIX justice + kingship + warfare + praise?

You become a Living Stone that is worthy to form part of the New Jerusalem 
Tabernacle!

And when you wear the Robe of Righteousness with all of the ornaments [the gifts  of the 
Holy Spirit] that GOD has provided, then you can be fitted into the place that waits just for 
you.

And you ENTER THE NEW JERUSALEM!
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And how would you reveal this lifestyle?

In Jerusalem recently there has been a big 
discussion on the authenticity of an oil lamp 
that has been found. As usual there are 
those who would like to discredit any thing 
that they can. In this case however, a vast 
array of archaeology scholars  have come out 
in support of the credibility of the piece. 

It’s  made of silica, the enriched chalk 
limestone that is uniquely found in the 
district of Jerusalem. Spread consistently all 
over the article, even in areas hard to reach, 
they have found a coating of the fungi/soot 
that is consistent with aging and conditions 
where it was buried underground.

The article6 is nine inches  in diameter, and four pounds in weight, and actually is in one 
piece. On the outer cover we find the following pictorially shown, all indicating that this 
utensil was used as part of the Sukkot celebrations:

• A seven-branched menorah,
• A wheat ear,
• A basket of figs,
• Pomegranates,
• A date palm tree,
• A grape leaf and bunch of grapes,
• Olive branches,
• A barley ear.

The utensil is a seven nozzle oil lamp. A picture of perfection, of GOD, of the Holy Spirit 
… a picture of the prefect vehicle to reveal GOD.

The stone oil lamp has been aged to an estimate that it was made around 70 before CE, 
and was probably used in the Second Temple before it’s destruction.

The design on the item is unique. It is  one of the few items found where all of the symbols 
are found on one stem. The Menorah is center, with the barley ears on the left, and the 
wheat ears on the right, highlighting the entire set of three Feasts.

The Menorah has a oil lamp carved into each of the branches. What would we see?
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• The seven main oil flames that surround the lamp.
• The seven single oil lamp from the Menorah.

Any utensil made from stone was used in the 
rituals of purity, since it was considered that 
stone could not be made impure. It would be 
used at a mikveh – the cleansing of the soul.

Y ’shua s tands wi th in Seven- l ighted 
Menorahs – He waits for a pure/spotless 
Bride.

Will you mikveh your lifestyle 
so that the Light of Messiah 
can shine BRIGHTLY?
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