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Appreciating the Beauty and Wisdom
behind the Feasts of YHVH …
and expressing continual HAPPINESS that bubbles up
This Feast speaks to a time of RESTORATION.
We know that the Body of Messiah is not fully reflecting the Glory of GOD.
For that reason, we try celebrating this Feast with pure hearts, desperately seeking to find
the Will of GOD as we return to the TRUTH and the SPIRIT of the meaning of this time on
intimacy with GOD.
We hold onto the prophecies of restoration.
While we are growing from glory to glory, in other words on this journey, we need to have a
vision of the end goal.
Indeed, without such a vision, we could easily lose faith and direction, if all that we see
and hear is the daily / weekly / monthly / year after year barrage of “bad news”.
YHVH’s Restoration is connected to a “booth” and by implication, to this Feast.

Celebrating this Feast therefore, even if it is only for 7 days, brings us in touch with the
Spirit / power of restoration.
Amos 9.11-12 “In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its
breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old, that they may possess
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the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are called by My Name,” declares the LORD
who does this.”
We make proclamations and we declare our willingness to “hear and do” that which we
must do.
We plead for wisdom, knowledge and understanding of exactly how we must transform
this celebration into an act of worship that is acceptable toYeshua the Great High Priest in
the Order of Melchizedek.
For that reason, we also try to understand exactly what role we are to play, and how we
will serve as Priests.
Our role-models have been entrenched in the domain of legalism, of ritual, and of tradition.
For far too long we have studied these “Wilderness role-models” as the basis of our
understanding and it is clear from people such as Paul / Peter / John that we have to
TRANSFORM to a new priesthood …but what does that look like?
Our new role must reflect a protocol and a service in a Living Stone Tabernacle … it is a
time to reap the harvest - yet YHVH tells us that the plowman will overtake us … will
overtake us …will overtake us …
Amos 9:13 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when the plowman shall
overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed; the mountains shall
drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it.”
This cannot be; we are a set-apart, holy priesthood and desire to bring the First Fruit
offering of the very best of the fruit of the Land. And yet, Yeshua, when He walked on this
earth, interacts with ordinary men, who are in “jobs / positions” which do not fit their calling
and purpose.
He connects the restoration of those people into
their Godly calling by having it recorded where He
finds them in this world e.g. a tax collector in his
“booth” (the word for Tabernacles).
You see we can also be found in the wrong
“BOOTH”, but the story tells us thatYeshua wants
to take us from this wrong booth to the middle of
the priestly celebration!
Matthew 9.9 “As YESHUA passed on from there
He spotted a tax-collector named Mattityahu sitting
in his collection booth. He said to him, “Follow Me!”
and he got up and followed Him.”

4

Mark 2.14 “YESHUA went out again by the lake. All the crowd came to Him, and He began
teaching them. As He passed on from there, He saw Levi Ben-Halfai sitting in His taxcollection booth and said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him.”
And so we ask …
Restore our fortunes …
Allow us to plant again,
Keep and guard the Garden again
Bring an offering again.
We understand that in order to bring the correct offering that matches our calling and gifts,
that we will have to be operating exactly in the precise space and time that GOD
determined that we would be.
YHVH, please ensure that I am planted in the appropriate field that will allow me to
grow and produce fruit in abundance,
Amos 9:14-15 “I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel, and they shall rebuild the
ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they
shall make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant them on their Land, and they shall never
again be uprooted out of the Land that I have given them,” says the LORD your GOD.”

When you and I submit to
YHVH’s plans for our lives,
THEN we can turn the
prophecy of Isaiah around and
then this Feast of Succoth
takes on a new meaning.

Isaiah 5:1-2 “I want to sing a song for Someone I love, a song about my loved One and
His vineyard. My loved One had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug up its stones and
cleared them away, planted it with the choicest vines, built a watchtower in the middle of
it, and carved out in its rock a winepress. He expected it to produce good grapes, but it
produced (only sour, wild grapes) only the grapes of the highest quality … those that
produce a superior, fine wine.”
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IF WE ARE PLANTED IN THE CORRECT FIELD AND BEAR THE FINEST FRUIT, WE
CAN REJOICE IN ALL SEASONS AND THIS JOY SHOULD NOT BE LIMITED TO THIS
SEASON.
Booths
As we start this study, let us first have a look at the Hebrew word for “booths / Succoth”
Strong’s 5521 ➛ çukkâh, feminine of H5520
a hut or lair: booth, cottage, covert, pavilion, tabernacle, tent
In at least one case, this same word is used to indicate a structure within which GOD will
dwell with man - the word used is not expressed as “booth” but as “canopy”.
Psalm 18:8-12 “Then the earth quaked and shook, the foundations of the mountains
trembled. They were shaken because He was angry. Smoke arose in His nostrils; out of
His Mouth came devouring fire; sparks blazed forth from Him. He lowered Heaven and
came down with thick darkness under His Feet. He rode on a keruv; He flew, swooping
down on the wings of the wind. He made darkness His hiding-place, His canopy thick
clouds dark with water.”
We need to consider that:
-

the canopy,
the cloud of glory,
the booth,
the shelter made from trees,
the Tabernacle and
a number of different aspects,

ALL are the same attributes of GOD … NAMELY HIS DESIRE TO DWELL WITH US.
Which then leads to the conclusion, that if GOD desires to be with us, we should be
overjoyed.
THE ACT OF PREFORMING A MITZVAH CONNECTS US TO GOD
The Torah teaches us that it is a “mitzvah” to be happy. Every time that we do whatever it
is that GOD asks of us, and we do so with a willing heart, then we connect spiritually with
GOD.

Make sincere intentions.
A GOOD deed only gets merited if
done for the right reasons!
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Man is created for the sole purpose of being with GOD … after-all, the entire creation story
is built around the Garden of Eden.
When we are close to Him, walking in the cool of the evening, a symbol of intimacy, then
we can enjoy His Presence and He can enjoy His Creation.
Joy is that expression of connectedness with GOD!
Psalm 100:2 “Serve ADONAI with gladness. Enter His presence with joyful songs.”
Psalm 100:3 “Be aware that ADONAI is GOD; it is He who made us; and we are His, His
people, the flock in His pasture.”
Psalm 100:4 “Enter His gates with thanksgiving, enter His courtyards with praise; give
thanks to Him, and bless His Name. For ADONAI is good, His grace continues forever, and
His faithfulness lasts through all generations.
The Psalm speaks of mankind serving with gladness. Serving, or what is known as doing
mitzvahs, is the way to connect and doing so allows us to:
-

enter His Presence,
be aware of Him,
know His Faithfulness.

It is important to highlight the consequence of failing to serve GOD with gladness.
We end up serving our enemies … what a mess!!
Do we always consider that fact when we are standing in front of a choice that we are
about to make … choosing a path other than that which GOD desires for us? It takes us
away from Him, from true happiness and into the hands of the enemy.
Deuteronomy 28:47-48 “Because you didn’t serve ADONAI your GOD with joy and
gladness in your heart when you had such an abundance of everything; ADONAI will send
your enemy against you; and you will serve him when you are hungry, thirsty, poorly
clothed and lacking everything; he will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he destroys
you.”
The story of Abraham’s walk of obedience defines for all of us today, that the act of doing
mitzvah’s, are for our benefit.
When GOD tells Abraham “lech lecha” (go for yourself), He is defining the principle that
the choices that we make, are for our own benefit and good.
Abraham’s life is filled with this decision, to do ‘mitvah’s’ wherever we can.
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We consider all of the things that happen to Abraham and then we think … man, he had
reason to be unhappy from time-to-time.
However, we don’t see and hear that he complains.
In contrast, we find Yeshua showing His Willingness to do good ALL of the time, as a
measure of His Priesthood, irrespective of whether the people choose to be a part of the
Kingdom or not.
How many times does He reach out to heal / feed the masses and yet knows that only
about 120 will be in the room at Pentecost / Shavuot.

**NUGGET** The element of truth is that attribute that identifies you, as a son /
daughter of Abraham, is obedience to the Commandments.

John 8:31-33 “So YESHUA said to the Judeans who had trusted Him, “If you obey what I
say, then you are really My talmidim, you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” They answered, “We are the seed of Avraham and have never been slaves to
anyone; so what do You mean by saying, ‘You will be set free’”
John 8:37-38 “I know you are the seed of Avraham. Yet you are out to kill Me, because
what I am saying makes no headway in you. I say what My Father has shown Me; you do
what your father has told you!”
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John 8:39-43 “They answered him, “Our father is Avraham.” YESHUA replied, “If you are
children of Avraham, then do the things Avraham did! As it is, you are out to kill Me, a man
who has told you the truth which I heard from GOD. Avraham did nothing like that! You are
doing the things your father does.” “We’re not illegitimate children!” they said to Him. “We
have only one Father — GOD!” YESHUA replied to them, “If GOD were your Father, you
would love Me; because I came out from GOD; and now I have arrived here. I did not
come on My own; He sent Me. Why don’t you understand what I’m saying? Because you
can’t bear to listen to My message.”

HOW CAN YOU IDENTIFY AND OVERCOME THE OBSTACLES THAT STEAL YOUR
HAPPINESS?
As humans, we have been brought up in a world system and by parents that although they
do their best, are not prefect.
The influence of the world media, values and so on, have an effect of how we perceive
ourselves and how others see us.
As a result of this benchmark system (the world’s) … “you’re okay”
We try our best not to be too far out of line.
The only problem is that GOD uses a different PLUMBLINE!
We need to recognise these wrong measurement standards and cancel their impact on
our lives.
1. Pursuit of material possessions = status seeking
Pursuit of wealth, power, and other ego related matters takes up the time and energy of
most people.
There is a constant comparison - what do they have that I do not? Accumulation of things
seldom satisfies and the readjustment of the next target means that family and friends will
be left behind.
Almost every time that the Jewish people have enough self-comfort to assimilate, they
are betrayed and persecuted. The story of Esther and Hitler are prime examples
Instead, GOD says: follow My way … walk in My Commandments, stay within the
boundaries of the Covenant, and I will bless you..
2. The fear of circumstances = worry
There are many things happening in the world today that are not Godly, or even just fair.
We see acts of hatred, anger, unnecessary destruction of artefacts / gravestones, and
many more violent acts.

9

The governments seem to have no plan for many of the major issues that are facing the
world.
Crime, hi-jacking, robbery (the wild-west nature that has returned); certainly leaves one
with a sense of unease.
It is in times such as these that the sons / daughters of Abraham who are not “fully”
connected spiritually in the Living Stone Tabernacle will begin to fear …and begin to worry.
Worry destroys life
Worry creates a miserable existence ➛ of always looking over your shoulder.

Instead, GOD says ‘Trust in Me’ … there is nothing that happens that He does not know
about - nothing happens without His decision, and we can stand on the Covenant that we
have with Him.
3. The sin of Envy
In contrast to the pursuit of material gain, envy / jealousy is not always focused on
things .. but on people’s achievements.
Envy seeks to do things to put others in a bad light, to replace a friend’s position in a
relationship by the horrible actions of gossip and slander.
Envy destroys the peace of mind; we know that the position of
friendship gained by bad-mouthing someone else will
eventually bounce back - and the short term gain for the long
term pain certainly never provides a good return on
investment .
Instead, GOD says: ‘consider My Commandment in this
matter’ … it is not only a waste of your time, but a poison
to your soul.
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Accept that GOD has something more suited to you in the long run.
4. Allowing circumstances to bring you to despair / sadness and depression
The world will remind us that we are missing out … some of this might be in comparison to
others achievements, some might be to highlight that the freedom of the world system is
far more superior to the rigidity of the Biblical value-based model … the so called ➛ you
are are missing all of the fun.
Happiness is internal.
This accusation implies that happiness is an external thing; is it something that you can
pick up, or buy?
Ask yourself, what are the statements you quote about your spouse: “the food we had did
not make me happy, waiting for you on the street corner did not make me happy.”
Now tell me, how stupid / small / insignificant are these things that we allow into our minds
to determine whether we are happy or not!
GOD tells us that happiness is internal ➛ it’s the result of intimacy with Him.
Instead, GOD says: ‘happiness is found in being thankful’.
Are you thankful for the sunrise every morning … for the sunset every evening … for the
gift of life, for the smell fresh ground coffee.
A life of continual thankfulness leaves no regrets.
A life lived to the full, grabbing every opportunity to be a blessing will be a happy one.
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HOW TO LIVE A LIFE OF JOY
I suggest that it is in the Book of Acts, in a few short
verses where the elements that make up a life of joy, of
being connected to YHVH, where the path of joy is set
out for us.
Acts 2:25-28 “For David says this about Him: ‘I saw
ADONAI always before me, for He is at my right hand,
so that I will not be shaken. For this reason, my heart
was glad; and my tongue rejoiced; and now my body
too will live on in the certain hope that You will not
abandon me to Sh’ol or let Your Holy One see decay.
You have made known to me the ways of life; You will
fill me with joy by Your presence.”
(a)

We must continually be in His Presence

In some degree I have shown that ‘connectedness’ with is the essence of our joy.
We have just lived through Yom Kippur - the entry into the Holy Place…we have just
witnessed the confirmation that our names are written into the Book of Life - we are living
in the promise of the new life.
We spend time with Him
We acknowledge that all good things are given by Him (Philippians 3:8)
We acknowledge that He is our Rock and safe place (Psalm 51:12)
In a series of messages to the end–time Body, we find these promises … every one has a
different prophetic declaration.
And yet everyone indicates that we are to be IN HIS PRESENCE
Revelation 2:7 “Those who have ears, let them hear what the Spirit is saying to the
Messianic communities. To him winning the victory I will give the right to eat from the Tree
of Life which is in GOD’s Gan-‘Eden.”’
Revelation 2:17 “Those who have ears, let them hear what the Spirit is saying to the
Messianic communities. To him winning the victory I will give some of the hidden manna. I
will also give him a white stone, on which is written a new name that nobody knows
except the one receiving it.”’
Revelation 2:26-29 “To him who wins the victory and does what I want until the goal is
reached, I will give him authority over the nations; he will rule them with a staff of iron and
dash them to pieces like pottery, just as I have received authority from My Father. I will
also give him the morning star. Those who have ears, let them hear what the Spirit is
saying to the Messianic communities.”’
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Revelation 3:5-6 “He who wins the victory will, like them, be dressed in white clothing; and
I will not blot his name out of the Book of Life; in fact, I will acknowledge him individually
before My Father and before His angels. Those who have ears, let them hear what the
Spirit is saying to the Messianic communities.”’
Revelation 3.12-13 “I will make him who wins the victory a pillar in the Temple of My GOD,
and he will never leave it. Also I will write on him the Name of my GOD and the Name of
my GOD’s city, the new Yerushalayim coming down out of Heaven from my GOD, and my
own new name. Those who have ears, let them hear what the Spirit is saying to the
Messianic communities.”
Revelation 3:21 “I will let him who wins the victory sit with Me on My Throne, just as I
myself also won the victory and sat down with My Father on His Throne. Those who have
ears, let them hear what the Spirit is saying to the Messianic communities.”
But this Feast is not about the physical only…. in the old Tabernacle, we would move
onwards from Yom Kippur to the Feast of Succoth, to celebrate the wedding of the Lamb.
In the spiritual domain, we are asked to enter into the Holy of Holies, in the LIVING
STONE Tabernacle to spend time with Yeshua.
For this reason we say, Yeshua is constantly before me … we are unveiled and can see
Him, and as we change into His Image, we are changed from glory to glory (2 Corinthians
3:8).
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Here are a number of passages that will help you focus on the actions that lead to JOY.
Keep in mind as you read these, that you are searching for the pathway of wisdom that
ensures that you come back to joy at all times.
Joy as a constant, becomes a benchmark of your transformation from glory to glory.
Conversely a lack of joy in difficult times points to the fact that you are still not yet ready for
the weightier matters of the spiritual domain.
1 Thessalonians 5.16-18 “Always be joyful. Pray regularly. In everything give thanks, for
this is what GOD wants from you who are united with the Messiah Yeshua.”
1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 “Don’t quench the Spirit, don’t despise inspired messages. But
do test everything — hold onto what is good, but keep away from every form of evil.”
Romans 8:28-29 “Furthermore, we know that GOD causes everything to work together for
the good of those who love GOD and are called in accordance with His purpose; because
those whom He knew in advance, He also determined in advance would be conformed to
the pattern of His Son, so that He might be the firstborn among many brothers;”
John 15:11 “I have said this to you so that My joy may be in you, and your joy be
complete.”
To live in His Presence, also means that we do as He Commands.
We sometimes debate whether we should have to do things, whether these are not old
laws done away with, whether we cannot adapt them for the current day and age.
The sheer beauty of the Bible is the number of clear illustrations that we are given.
Yeshua tells His disciples to do something …
They go out and do as He asks
When they return, Yeshua reveals that He rejoices … has great joy when we are
obedient, in His Will and Purpose.
Luke 10:17-20 “The seventy came back jubilant. “Lord,” they said, “with Your power, even
the demons submit to us!” YESHUA said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. Remember, I have given you authority; so you can trample down snakes and
scorpions, indeed, all the Enemy’s forces; and you will remain completely unharmed.
Nevertheless, don’t be glad that the spirits submit to you; be glad that your names have
been recorded in heaven.”
Luke 10:21 “At that moment He was filled with joy by the Ruach HaKodesh and said,
“FATHER, LORD of heaven and earth, I thank You because You concealed these things
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from the sophisticated and educated, yet revealed them to ordinary people. Yes, Father, I
thank You that it pleased You to do this.”
Luke 10:22-24 “My FATHER has handed over everything to Me. Indeed, no one fully
knows who the Son is except the FATHER, and who the FATHER is except the Son and
those to whom the Son wishes to reveal Him.” Then, turning to the talmidim, He said,
privately, “How blessed are the eyes that see what you are seeing! Indeed, I tell you that
many prophets and kings wanted to see the things you are seeing but did not see them,
and to hear the things you are hearing but did not hear them.”

(b)

As we grow to completeness (being holy) we will experience joy

The concept of Holiness is not defined in our external behaviour, but in the manner in
which our hearts are circumcised.
To be “clean’ is a function of repentance, making restitution and wearing the robes of
righteousness again.
Holiness is a strange word. In today’s terminology; a better description would be to say
that someone is “complete”.

Psalm 119:14-16 “I rejoice in the way of Your instruction more than in any kind of wealth. I
will meditate on Your precepts and keep my eyes on Your ways. I will find my delight in
Your regulations. I will not forget Your Word.”
We are complete when we are in unity with others and GOD.
We are complete when we are righteous before GOD,
We are complete when our hearts are FULLY submitted to His Will (the old man / ego
have been dealt with).
Romans 8:13 “For if you live according to your old nature, you will certainly die; but if, by
the Spirit, you keep putting to death the practices of the body, you will live.”
Hebrew 1:9 “… you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore, O GOD,
your GOD has anointed you with the oil of joy in preference to your companions”
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 “May the GOD of shalom make you completely holy — may
your entire spirit, soul and body be kept blameless for the coming of our LORD YESHUA
the MESSIAH. The one calling you is faithful, and He will do it.”
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(c)

We have hope in the promise of a New Jerusalem, which gives us everlasting
joy

The passage that we have taken to describe the joy of our lifestyle and the fullness of the
Succoth experience uses the following words “that my body will live (abide )in the
certain hope”.
These words speak of the resurrection, of a life in a permanent place of Succoth.
The word abide, literally means to put down a tent. It speaks of permanency … the house,
or tent, is like my Succoth booth - on earth it may only last a while.
Revelation 21:22-27 “I saw no Temple in the city, for ADONAI, GOD of heaven’s armies,
is its Temple, as is the Lamb. The city has no need for the sun or the moon to shine on it,
because GOD’s Sh’khinah gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by
its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. Its gates will never close,
they stay open all day because night will not exist there, and the honor and splendor of the
nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure may enter it, nor anyone who does shameful
things or lies; the only ones who may enter are those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life.”
But there is an eternal promise of the New Jerusalem!!
The Word hope speaks about a certain confidence, not in our own belief, but in the
knowledge that GOD’s Faithfulness is beyond question.
Romans 8:24-25 “For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we await for it with
patience.”
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A FINAL THOUGHT
We do not have a little joy.
We have the FULLNESS OF GLADNESS BECAUSE OF YOUR PRESENCE.
We are in the New Jerusalem … we will forever be in His Presence.
Finally, the TABERNACLE OF is with men forever!
From the promise in the physical:
Isaiah 61:3-4 “ … to grant to those who mourn in Zion - to give them a beautiful headdress
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of
a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that
He may be glorified. They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.”
Isaiah 61:5-6 “Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks; foreigners shall be your
plowmen and vinedressers; but you shall be called the priests of the LORD;”
To the promise in the Spiritual:
Revelation 21:2-4 “Also I saw the Holy City, New Yerushalayim, coming down out of
Heaven from GOD, prepared like a Bride beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard a
loud voice from the Throne say, “See! GOD’s Sh’khinah is with mankind, and He will live
with them. They will be His people, and He Himself, GOD-with-them, will be their GOD. He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will no longer be any death; and there will
no longer be any mourning, crying or pain; because the old order has passed away.”
Revelation 21:5-7 “Then the One sitting on the Throne said, “Look! I am making
everything new!” Also He said, “Write, ‘These words are true and trustworthy!’” And He
said to me, “It is done! I am the ‘A’ and the ‘Z,’ the Beginning and the End. To anyone who
is thirsty I myself will give water free of charge from the Fountain of Life. He who wins the
victory will receive these things, and I will be his GOD, and he will be My son.”

Shalom
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Come into MY Garden and be at Rest
A number of themes run through the Bible. Interestingly, it seems that the themes of the
“Garden” and “marriage” flow together quite often.
And the Feast of Sukkot brings both of these themes to the fore.
The Feast is a reflection of the Harvest of the Garden, while the actual inner meaning
speaks to the intimacy of the marriage.
The theme of the Garden starts off in the ‘Garden of Eden’ where we study the
creation story, read about YHVH’s intricate plan for mankind in ‘walking with Him’.
The next Garden that we see, is the Garden of Gethsemane – a place where
Yeshua will regularly pray and be betrayed,
The Garden of the Tomb follows, a place where great sorrow is witnessed, and then
the evidence of the resurrection by Mary as she witnesses the empty grave —
speaking of the fulfilment of the prophetic word that gives us all comfort today.
Finally, we read about the Garden in the New Jerusalem, with words that speak of
life, healing, and continual intimacy with GOD.
It is here that we see the complete fulfilment of this Feast and two themes coming
together in harmony.
The Bible reveals GOD's Plan in the pattern of things repeated, and it therefore requires
of us to investigate these themes and try understanding their relevance for us as believers
today.
To the extent that we can discover their spiritual meaning, we will be empowered to
celebrate more fully the heart and soul of the Feast.
So what aspect of the Garden stands out as the main feature?
Is it the nature and type of plants?
Is it the form and position of the Garden?
Is it the function of the people who live in the Garden?

THERE ARE FOUR GARDENS THAT WE CAN STUDY
There are a number of Gardens in the Bible … significant events take place in these
Gardens.
As we analyse each of these Gardens and the events that occur, we will start to build up a
picture of some of the Godly attributes that we must ‘plant and grow’.
Keep in mind that the Feast that we are celebrating requires a harvest AND a First Fruits
offering from that harvest.
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Consider also that the fruits associated with Sukkoth are ALL the fruits; grape, figs,
pomegranates, dates and so on. This speaks of the ‘higher values’ … we are no longer
dealing with the basic things of life - the foods such as barley and wheat.
Definition of GOD's concept of Garden
A Garden is an enclosed space … it is a defined area that is set-side for sons /
daughters of Abraham ➛ it is a place where GOD's Glory will dwell - it is a sanctuary.
The Garden of Eden had the boundary of the FOUR rivers
The Garden of the Body of Messiah is fenced off with the stones, which define the
outer limits of the Covenant,
Any Garden is not only defined by what is on the inside, BUT rather, also equally
clearly by what is kept outside.
You see, if you have hatred, malice, etc, in your heart, then you are still on the outside of
the Garden.
Song of Solomon 4:12 “My sister, my bride, is a garden locked up, a pool covered over, a
spring sealed shut.”
A Garden is a place where there is always a fountain of water to refresh the weary soul.
The place outside of the Garden is known as the wilderness - it is a place to cross in order
to get to the other side.
However, a Garden has a source of refreshing … consider the wilderness journey and the
stop by the oasis with the TWELVE springs and the SEVENTY palms.
Even on our journey in the wilderness, will GOD let us stop at small oasis Gardens
where we can be refreshed?
Song of Solomon 4:15 “You are a garden
fountain, a spring of running water, flowing
down from the L’vanon.”
A Garden is a place where sons / daughters
of Abraham are required to take up their
responsibility to look after the Garden.
One of the most fundamental lessons that the
Body of Messiah must learn is that the
blessings that are part of the Covenant, are
accompanied by the responsibility to be
accountable to YHVH for the choices that you
make.
We see that calling in the declaration of
mankind’s purpose ➛ to ‘KEEP AND GUARD the Garden.
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The calling to take action by obeying this Commandment offsets the BLESSING of being
a steward and a leader.
Exodus 2:15 “ADONAI, GOD, took the person and put him in the Garden of Eden to
cultivate and care for it.”
John 20:15-18 “As she said this, she turned around and saw YESHUA standing there, but
she didn’t know it was He. YESHUA said to her, “Lady, why are you crying? Whom are you
looking for?” Thinking He was the gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you’re the one who
carried Him away, just tell me where you put Him; and I’ll go and get Him myself.” Yeshua
said to her, “Miryam!” Turning, she cried out to Him in Hebrew, “Rabbani!” (that is,
“Teacher!”) “Stop holding onto Me,” YESHUA said to her, “because I haven’t yet gone back
to the Father. But go to My brothers, and tell them that I am going back to my Father and
your Father, to My GOD and your GOD.” Miryam of Magdala went to the talmidim with the
news that she had seen the LORD and that He had told her this.”

1. THE GARDEN OF EDEN
You are all familiar with this story and we
certainly don’t want to go over all of the detail.
But most certainly, this was the ‘prefect’
Garden and how we should long to see /
experience that absolute peace again.
There have been opportunities for mankind to
stop - to reconsider - to exercise his freedom of
choice - to RETURN to the pathway that leads
back to that Garden.
The original Garden door was guarded with
angels with flaming swords … it was not
possible to re-enter. But that does not mean
that we were not given unique opportunities.
The question would be … what did man do
with these moments?
Initially, we were given a chance to return to
the Garden when we came to Mount Sinai but unfortunately, the excitement of the world
system of false idols, lights and merry music
caused our forefathers to once again choose to
walk away from GOD's Path.
However, later on, Yeshua came and made a way that cannot be corrupted by mankind:

The way is open!!!
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But the decision by man remains:
Will you accept Yeshua as Messiah?
Will you obey His Commandments?
Genesis 2.8:9 “ADONAI, GOD, planted a Garden toward the east, in Eden, and there He
put the person whom He had formed. Out of the ground ADONAI, GOD, caused to grow
every tree pleasing in appearance and good for food, including the Tree of Life in the
middle of the Garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”
Suffice to say … it was a place of rest, peace, and intimacy with GOD. We need to look
back at this Garden to see exactly what it is that we are missing. It’s only when we know
the extent of the possible, that we will be able to work out how big the loss is … and it is
only then that mankind will realise the enormity of the mistake that was made!
You see, while things appear on the surface to be going well, we will never worry about
what we could have had.
I see two significant principles that stand out in this Garden:
a) GOD's Gift of Potential
This Garden defines the word ‘potential’

The verse that will always pave the way for any thought process about life is;
Genesis 1:11 “GOD said, “Let the earth put forth grass, seed-producing plants, and fruit
trees, each yielding its own kind of seed-bearing fruit, on the earth”; and that is how it was.
The earth brought forth grass, plants each yielding its own kind of seed, and trees each
producing its own kind of seed-bearing fruit; and GOD saw that it was good.”
No matter how many times you take a seed and start the process of germination, you are
just watching and taking part in the history of potential.
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Recently, my son-in-law gave me some Clivia seeds. The process of growing these plants
is painstakingly slow.
(i) Six weeks in a used ice cream
container, forming a type of breeding
chamber. With a little moisture and
some constant heat, you soon find the
seeds sprouting.
(ii) Then you transfer them into a mixture
of bark and soil, and amazingly, the
roots turn to grow downwards
automatically, and from the other side
a shoot pushing up towards the
sunlight.
How does this seed KNOW which way to
grow?
It is written into the seed’s DNA …
In exactly the same way, each one of us
have unique talents / gifts / potential that
are written onto your DNA.
You need:
the soil of opportunity,
the water of encouragement,
the light from a Godly role-model and
you need to exercise your right of freedom of choice to decide to walk in the full purpose
determined by GOD for your life.

•
•
•
•

You choose!!!
But the world system calls a “snake” in the Garden of Eden, … in today’s age, we call it
‘compromise’.
The “snake” of the world has many opportunities that look good ➛ it looks like the Golden
Calf - sound like merry music and dance.
Talents and gifts given are NOT taken away, but by our choices … they can be used in the
world’s system where they are destined to give us power, possessions, etc, … all of the
elements, which cause the ‘OLD MAN’ to grow strong.
b) The concept of Intention and Desire
The second principle that stands out is the degree of wisdom that mankind uses when
exercising their right to freedom of choice.
Many ideas have been expressed, namely, that:
The woman was not told initially,
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The man should have guarded the Garden better,
We should not add our own interpretation to GOD's Word, but should stick to
implementing the exact wording.
TRUTH ➛ It does not matter what my intentions are.
If I do not build up a wall of the Covenant Stones around my life, if I do not seek to walk in
diligence to His Words, if I do not seek to listen to the Holy Spirit, THEN:
My desire (old man / ego) will drive my actions
There is a lesson … you must “keep AND guard“ the Garden!

2. The Garden of Gethsemane

Once again, you are all familiar with this story … Yeshua is coming to the end of His
ministry … He searches for a time of peace in order to meet with His Father - it will be a
difficult road that lies ahead and He needs the security of hearing His Father Voice.
It is at a time such as this that you long to have genuine friends, the people who will stick
by you in thick or thin.
What are the lessons that we can learn from this Garden?
23

Matthew 26:36 “Then YESHUA went with His talmidim to a place called Gat-Sh’manim
and said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”
I see two significant principles that stand out in this Garden:
a) The concept of Give and Receive
What happens … He asks His disciples, His closest friends, to go with Him, to stay close
by and to give Him the prayer cover that He needs in circumstance such as these.
We have a FATHER who has issued a perpetual Covenant. We are adopted into that
family and have the same privileges and responsibility as Abraham had.
Because of the work of Yeshua Messiah, we gain automatic inheritance. It is all by grace!
But …. we have a responsibility to do His Will, to obey His Commandments … to live
reflecting His Attributes and Glory.
And it is in this Garden that we are asked to be a prayer shield through a time of need.
How can we expect to receive if we do not give the very best … the First-Fruits of our life
to GOD?
Matthew 26:38-41 “and He said to them, “My heart is so filled with sadness that I could
die! Remain here and stay awake with Me.” Going on a little farther, He fell on His Face,
praying, “My FATHER, if possible, let this cup pass from Me! Yet — not what I want, but
what You want!” He returned to the talmidim and found them sleeping. He said to Kefa,
“Were you so weak that you couldn’t stay awake with Me for even an hour? Stay awake,
and pray that you will not be put to the test — the spirit indeed is eager, but human nature
is weak.”
Matthew 26:42-43 “ A second time He went off and prayed. “My FATHER, if this cup
cannot pass away unless I drink it, let what You want be done.” Again He returned and
found them sleeping, their eyes were so heavy.”
Matthew 26:44-45 “Leaving them again, He went off and prayed a third time, saying the
same words. Then He came to the talmidim and said, “For now, go on sleeping, take your
rest.”
b) The concept of Cause and Effect
The concept of cause and effect is beautifully illustrated in two events immediately prior to
the Garden episode.
i) In the first, a woman pours special anointing oil over Yeshua Feet - the physical act is
a gift of kindness, the spiritual equivalent is an act of worship in the Tabernacle
made of Living Stones.
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Matthew 26:7-13 “A woman with an alabaster jar filled with very expensive perfume
approached YESHUA while He was eating and began pouring it on His Head. When the
talmidim saw it, they became very angry. “Why this waste?” they asked. “This could have
been sold for a lot of money and given to the poor.” But YESHUA, aware of what was
going on, said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful
thing for Me. The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have Me. She
poured this perfume on Me to prepare My Body for burial. Yes! I tell you that throughout
the whole world, wherever this Good News is proclaimed, what she has done will be told in
her memory.”
ii) The second, is a more serious warning for sons / daughters of Abraham … we need to
speak slowly, promise only what we can deliver, walk with wisdom, and be humble at
all times.
Yeshua speaks to Peter: “BECAUSE you have not fully counted the cost, He tells him …
when the time comes you will not be able to stand.”
Matthew 26:31-35 “YESHUA then said to them, “Tonight you will all lose faith in Me, as
the Tanakh says, ‘I will strike the shepherd dead, and the sheep of the flock will be
scattered.’ But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you into the Galil.” I will never
lose faith in You,” Kefa answered, “even if everyone else does.” YESHUA a said to him,
“Yes! I tell you that tonight before the rooster crows, you will disown Me three times!” Even
if I must die with You,” Kefa replied, “I will never disown You!” And all the talmidim said the
same thing.”

3. Garden of the Tomb
Once again, this story is familiar to you all.
Yeshua will die in the cross, and be taken down to be buried in the tomb of a man called
Joseph of Arimathea. A man, who has searched for TRUTH but has struggled to make a
commitment, will have the sense of compassion, justice, and humility to offer up his tomb
in this hour of need.
If you ever go to Jerusalem, walk to the Damascus Gate.
If you stand in the doorway, turn your back to the old city and walk straight ahead, crossing
the main road and walking up the small tarred road, you will find the entrance to this
Garden on your right hand side.
A Garden with trees, shade, flowers and the sound of birds singing
A Garden walled in, keeping the busy world outside and SHALOM on the inside.
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Matthew 27:57-61 “Towards evening, there came a wealthy man from Ramatayim named
Yosef, who was himself a talmid of YESHUA. He approached Pilate and asked for
YESHUA’s Body, and Pilate ordered it to be given to him. Yosef took the Body, wrapped it
in a clean linen sheet, and laid it in his own tomb, which he had recently had cut out of the
rock. After rolling a large stone in front of the entrance to the tomb, he went away. Miryam
of Magdala and the other Miryam stayed there, sitting opposite the grave.”
I see one significant principle that stands out for me in this Garden:
1. The necessity of Pruning
One senses that you need to be quiet to hear what GOD is saying.
What is truly amazing is that a man with position and status … he is a leader in the
Sanhedrin, a man with possessions, he has enough money to afford the luxury of
preparing his own tomb long before he is ready to die. A man of influence - he is clearly a
thinker … a thoughtful leader, questioning the validity of the principles of the day.
We are not dealing with someone who has done something on the spur of the moment.
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And yet it seems that he realises that PRUNING is needed in his life / affairs .

There comes a time when we have to part with some of our worldly possessions. When we
have to give up these things to make better life for those who have walked a different path
- one where the person has sacrificed of their time / talents and life energy, which has
been spent to improve the lot of his / her fellow man.
John 19:41-42 “In the vicinity of where He had been executed was a Garden, and in the
Garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been buried. So, because it was
Preparation Day for the Judeans, and because the tomb was close by, that is where they
buried YESHUA.”
John tells us that we, sons / daughters of Abraham, those grafted into the Righteous Vine,
must desire that Yeshua come to prune us; so that we can produce more fruit.
Being in the Garden seems to be a privilege, and it is, but we should know that NOT ALL
growth is good and fruitful.
How can we possibly go through life and then expect that nothing that we do is so good
that it should not be pruned from time to time.
John 15:1-4 “I am the Real Vine, and My FATHER is the Gardener. Every branch which is
part of Me but fails to bear fruit, He cuts off; and every branch that does bear fruit, He
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prunes, so that it may bear more fruit. Right now, because of the Word which I have
spoken to you, you are pruned. Stay united with Me, as I will with you — for just as the
branch can’t put forth fruit by itself apart from the vine, so you can’t bear fruit apart from
Me.”
John 15:5-6 “I am the vine and you are the branches. Those who stay united with Me, and
I with them, are the ones who bear much fruit; because apart from Me you can’t do a thing.
Unless a person remains united with Me, he is thrown away like a branch and dries up.
Such branches are gathered and thrown into the fire, where they are burned up.”

4. Garden of Glory
We all study the end-time events
and the ‘difficult to grasp’ work of
John in the Book of Revelation.
These concepts are open to
interpretation.
And we struggle with signs and
prophecies that are happening
today, to see how / if / when these
could possibly fit into the concepts
described by John.
But, through all of these ‘difficult to
grasp ideas’, one clear picture
emerges … a Garden of Glory.
Revelation 22:1-5 “Next the angel
showed me the river of the water of
Life, sparkling like crystal, flowing
from the Throne of GOD and of the
Lamb. Between the main street and
the river was the Tree of Life
producing twelve kinds of fruit, a
different kind every month; and the
leaves of the tree were for healing
the nations — no longer will there
be any curses. The Throne of GOD
and of the Lamb will be in the city,
and His servants will worship Him;
they will see His Face, and His
Name will be on their foreheads.
Night will no longer exist, so they will need neither the light of a lamp nor the light of the
sun, because ADONAI, GOD, will shine upon them. And they will reign as kin …”
And it is in this Garden that I find one addition principle that stands out for me to take
hold of and apply in my life:
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(i) The requirement to live in Harmony.
We talk so easily of harmony … however small deeds that have barbs of lovelessness on
their points continue to flow across the face of the community. Many times, words are
spoken that include a fair degree of truth …. but uttered at inappropriate times without
context … and towards people who are already wounded … this then only results in further
disunity.
Romans15:5-6 “And may GOD, the source of encouragement and patience, give you the
same attitude among yourselves as the MESSIAH YESHUA had, so that with one accord
and with one voice you may glorify the GOD and FATHER of our LORD YESHUA the
MESSIAH.”

Romans 3:14-15 “Above all these, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together perfectly; and let the shalom which comes from the MESSIAH be your heart’s
decision-maker, for this is why you were called to be part of a single Body.“
Romans 12:16-19 “Be sensitive to each other’s needs — don’t think yourselves better
than others, but make humble people your friends. Don’t be conceited. Repay no one evil
for evil, but try to do what everyone regards as good. If possible, and to the extent that it
depends on you, live in peace with all people. Never seek revenge, my friends; instead,
leave that to GOD's Anger; for in the Tanakh it is written, …”
The sages indicate that any word spoken however truthful, that at the same time does not
build the community, should rather not be spoken.
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If anything that we say and do creates the feelings of fear, rejection or loss, then we are
building on the level of disharmony in the community.
Take note of these verses in Revelation … they speak of a season where the Light of GOD
is manifested all of the time.
Revelation 21:22-27 “I saw no Temple in the City, for ADONAI, GOD of Heaven’s armies,
is its Temple, as is the Lamb. The City has no need for the sun or the moon to shine on it,
because GOD's Sh’khinah gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by
its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. Its gates will never close,
they stay open all day because night will not exist there, and the honor and splendor of the
nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure may enter it, nor anyone who does shameful
things or lies; the only ones who may enter are those whose names are written in the
LAMB’s Book of Life.”

WE WANT TO MAKE A GARDEN FOR YHVH TO DWELL IN
Is it your desire to build a Garden that YHVH can come to in order to dwell with us?
You may think that you have a choice in this matter … but it’s a Commandment.
So, you are free to choose … but any choice, other than making a Garden for YHVH, is a
step away from His plan for your life … and those steps will lead to exile, not necessarily
the type which ends in slavery - but most certainly the type where joy / happiness / and
abundance are foreign concepts … you can have all the wealth in the world, but you die a
lonely and bitter man.
Isaiah 51:3 “For ADONAI will comfort Tziyon, will comfort all her ruined places, will make
her desert like ‘Eden, her ‘Aravah like the Garden of ADONAI. Joy and gladness will be
there, thanksgiving and the sound of music.”
1 Corinthians 3:9 “For we are GOD's co-workers; you are GOD's Field, GOD's Building.”
Song of Solomon 5:1 “My sister, my bride, I have entered my Garden; I am gathering my
myrrh and my spices; I am eating my honeycomb along with my honey; I am drinking my
wine as well as my milk.”

(a) A place where the fragrance of sacrifice can be experienced
We look at the imagery that is revealed in the entire set of offerings that we can make in
the Tabernacle:
it must be the very best
it must be salted
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it must be a pleasant fragrance for GOD.
2 Corinthians 2:15-17 “For to GOD we are the
aroma of the MESSIAH, both among those being
saved and among those being lost; to the latter, we
are the smell of death leading only to more death;
but to the former, we are the sweet smell of life
leading to more life. Who is equal to such a task?
For we are not like a lot of folks who go about
huckstering GOD's message for a fee; on the
contrary, we speak out of a sincere heart, as
people sent by GOD, standing in GOD's presence,
living in union with the MESSIAH.”

Paul talks about this concept and encourages us to produce a variety of fragrances - just
as a Garden has multiple types of flowers … the rose, the lavender, the day-lily, the herbs,
and so forth - so too, are we expected to produce smells / fragrances that are unique /
different for every occasion.
Every fruit has its own smell and there is a variety of fruits now at Sukkot … so too, we are
to have the fragrance of many fruits - the fruits of love, goodness, long suffering, patience
and so on.
Song of Solomon 2:13 / 7:8 “The fig tree ripens its figs, and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come away. I say I will
climb the palm tree and lay hold of its fruit. Oh may your breasts be like clusters of the
vine, and the scent of your breath like apples, …”
We must allow the wind of the Holy Spirit to blow through our Garden so that the fragrance
that we have produced can be carried on the wind to the Nose of YHVH. A sweet smell
that does not have the warm loving embrace of the Holy Spirit, will linger and eventually
die on earth … but those fragrances that rise up into the inner chambers of the Living
Stone Tabernacle will cause a blessing to flow out onto your Garden.
John 3:8 “Stop being amazed at My telling you that you must be born again from above!
The wind blows where it wants to, and you hear its sound, but you don’t know where it
comes from or where it’s going. That’s how it is with everyone who has been born from the
Spirit.”
GOD has no need for meat / food.
It is the fragrance of a circumcised heart-offering that is acceptable to YHVH
It is the willingness to do His Will that will produce the fragrance
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2 Corinthians 2:15 “For we are the aroma of CHRIST to GOD among those who are
being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death,
to the other a fragrance from life to life.”

(b) A place where we can see the evidence of new life / growth
We have seen in the study of Genesis that a seed will grow, to reflect the fruit from the tree
from which it came.
Small seeds will become large flowering plants. Plants, if given sunlight and water will
continue to grow all of the time. It is a silent process …
You do not hear the sound of growth (only the sound of the electric shearer as it prunes
the plants back to shape and size).
GOD tells us this is a mystery - He uses a parable to inform us of this Mystery.
It is the story of the smallest of seeds – the mustard seed.
Matthew 13:32-33 “It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all
the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in
its branches.”
GOD tells us this is a MYSTERY.

Mark 4:26-29 “And He said, “The Kingdom of
GOD is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground. He sleeps and rises night and day, and
the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.
The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then
the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when
the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.”
We know that this is a mystery, we know that the
pattern has repeated itself thousands of time,
since the very beginning of time.

Whilst this is a physical manifestation, we are also aware of the spiritual equivalent …
namely, that mankind, in looking at the model of Yeshua, can be changed into His Image
from Glory to Glory and once we have changed from Glory to Glory, we will be planted in
the House of the Lord.
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2 Peter 3:18 “And keep growing in grace and knowledge of our LORD and DELIVERER,
YESHUA the MESSIAH. To Him be the glory, both now and forever! Amen.”
Psalm 92:12-13 “The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like cedar in the
L’vanon. Planted in the House of ADONAI, they will flourish in the courtyards of our GOD.

(c) A place where YHVH’s shalom and rest is tangible
Mankind, it seems, needs a physical Garden from time to time. A walk in the botanical
gardens, or even your own one at home, can set the scene for a quieting of the soul, and a
refreshing of the spirit.
In my own garden we have introduced many local flowers, which the birds and the
butterflies like.
Interestingly, it seems the
purples, the mauve, the deep red
are colours that often attract
birds …
Not only do much specie come
to visit in one of the “rooms” of
the garden, but many start to
breed here, and then later on we
find the same family returning
year after year.
Gardens are especially pleasant,
peaceful and places of rest, in
the early morning and late in the
afternoon, when the day turns
into the evening.
Genesis 3:8 “They heard the Voice of ADONAI, GOD, walking in the Garden at the time of
the evening breeze.”
Zephaniah 3:17 “The LORD your GOD is in your midst, a Mighty One who will save; He
will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His love; He will exult over you with
loud singing.”
Quietness and calm, are the ingredients that help dissolve the tensions, the haste, the
angers of the day – without this visit to the Garden, the stress level merely subsides a little
but remains in the system to be activated as soon as some or other trigger is set off.
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Let us recap this story …. (This time for a
different reason.)
We have all been to Jerusalem, to visit the
Garden Tomb – the noise levels, the shouting,
the hooting are unbelievable. The business of
the street outside is measured in cars / buses
revving, and small businesses owners shouting
to show off their products.
And the unrelenting sun beats down on the
cement walkway and the tarred roads.
You most certainly ‘FEEL’ the pressure of the
world system …
Then suddenly, you turn into this driveway, and
the noise and the heat seem to fade away.
Isaiah 66:1-2 “Heaven is My Throne,” says ADONAI, “and the earth is My Footstool. What
kind of house could you build for Me? What sort of place could you devise for My rest?
Didn’t I Myself make all these things? This is how they all came to be,” says ADONAI.”
As you the pass through the gates you enter the Garden of peace, trees, flowers, water,
and people singing praises – then these words begin to have a new meaning.
Revelation 21:3-4 “I heard a loud Voice from the Throne say, “See! GOD's Sh’khinah is
with mankind, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and He Himself, GODwith-them, will be their GOD. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will no
longer be any death; and there will no longer be any mourning, crying or pain; because the
old order has passed away.”
When YHVH rests amongst His people we are blessed. The TRUTH is, that GOD can
only rest, if His People are at rest.
If you are feeling the pressures of live, constantly worrying about things, if fear is part of
your daily living, then you have not entered that Garden yet!

(d) A place where our set-apartness can be visibly seen
We are commanded to be set-apart from the world.
The SHEMA tells us that we are all EQUAL. GOD's blessings are unique to each one of
us, so that we can fulfil our role in contributing to the greater Body of Messiah.
While all of mankind is equal, those who become sons / daughters of Abraham should
flower more, longer, and with greater beauty.
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The tulip that forms part of
Yeshua Tabernacle will reflect
an inner beauty of the glory of
YHVH.
2 Corinthians 6:17-18
“Therefore ADONAI says, ‘Go
out from their midst; separate
yourselves; don’t even touch
what is unclean. Then I myself
will receive you. In fact, I will
be your Father and you will be
My sons and daughters’ says
ADONAI-Tzva’ot.”
Yet the world tries
desperately to hold onto us.
Pharaoh says …
Stay inside of Egypt
Do not go far way
Only go away for three days
How much of a hold has the world … on your time, your creativity, your freedom of
expression?
2 Corinthians 6:17-18 “Therefore ADONAI says, ‘Go out from their midst; separate
yourselves; don’t even touch what is unclean. Then I myself will receive you. In fact, I will
be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters.“
Any form of bondage in any of these and other areas only indicates that your Garden is
NOT enclosed.
If we truly are sold out the YHVH, then we can easily declare the words of Isaiah 43.:1 …
THOU ARE MINE.
Isaiah 43:1 “But now this is what ADONAI says, He who created you, Ya’akov, He who
formed you, Isra’el: “Don’t be afraid, for I have redeemed you; I am calling you by your
name; you are Mine.”

(e) A place where we find resurrection in the intimacy with YHVH.
We have been using the illustration of the Garden, however, this example is mirrored in the
Tabernacle, and more importantly, in the Tabernacle made of LIVING STONES.
There is a reason why the Stones are alive.
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They are a perfect picture of a seed that has been sown into the ground, which has died to
itself, and which now has risen as a new life, and as a new plant in this Garden of YHVH.
We become a renewed version of the story of Isaac … an sacrificial offering that is
released to “live in the Land forever”.
2 Corinthians 1:9 “ However, this was to get us to rely not on ourselves but on GOD, who
raises the dead!”
It is seeds of the old man / ego that now lie under the ground - and we are resurrected as
sons / daughters of Abraham.
And it is in this new life, this reborn life - that we can produce the real harvest … the First
Fruits, that will be a reflection of GOD's Glory.
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 …“but it was GOD who made it grow. So neither the planter nor the
waterer is anything, only GOD who makes things grow …”
Critically, we produce that which GOD has placed within us – He gives the increase in the
dimensions and space that He requires of us, so that that part of the Tabernacle will
become completed.
If we fail to respond to that calling, that part of the LIVING STONE Tabernacle is never
completed until GOD finds someone else who will be prepared to grow and bloom in His
Garden.
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A FINAL THOUGHT
A Garden is a place of intimacy
A Tabernacle is a place of intimacy
How comfortable are you with the act of sharing your innermost desires and
feeling?
If this thought makes you uncomfortable, then maybe, just maybe, it is time for you to take
up gardening lessons!!
Realise your potential.
Harness your own desires
Learn to give without expecting anything in return
Apply wisdom in all of your actions, considering the effect of what you intend to do
Ask GOD to prune the unnecessary and immature growth from your tree, and
Seek to build harmony whenever you can.

Shalom
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Have you SACRIFICED your PASSION to
GOD?
We are approaching Sukkot … it’s the time of the wedding
Feast!
We are expected to have a measure of passion as a part of our energy that makes us
human. It is only when we are passionate / or committed to something or someone, that
we expend energy in making sure that things happen as they are expected too.
But the real question is:
How much passion / desire were we designed to have?
Can we have too much?

And why would it be so important? … You see, the Bride of Messiah has to be a
redeemed ONE New Man ➛ the completed Adam and Eve.
Are you passionate about being the complete image of this ONE New Man?
If that were so, you would be focusing clearly on the endeavours that would make this a
successful venture.
If we say that this is our deepest desire, then we should go back to that Garden to see
exactly what must be restored.

THERE WERE TWO TREES
What is it that we find in this original Garden?
The Bible focuses our attention on the fact that there were two trees,
Mostly the stories focus on the fruit, and the snake.
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If it was only about the freedom of choice and the principle of obedience, then we really
only needed one tree in the story.
1. The Tree of LIFE
It is situated in the middle of the Garden. There appears to be no restriction preventing
Adam and Eve from eating of the tree UNTIL they had eaten from the other tree.
Note, we tend to think that we were prevented from eating.
The Torah does not say so … it is silent - but by a process of deduction, we can see that it
was entirely possible that we could eat of that tree, UNTIL …
Genesis 2:9 “And out of the ground the LORD GOD made to spring up every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The Tree of Life was in the midst of the Garden,”
After they are found walking in the Garden, we find that GOD says: “they can no longer
eat of the Tree of Life”.
Genesis 3:22 “Then the LORD GOD said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the Tree of Life
and eat, and live forever”
2. We have a second tree … the tree of the KNOWLEDGE of good and evil
It is this second tree that has the restriction … is this tree’s intrinsic value that we need to
understand.
Why was it so important that we had to avoid this tree?
You see, if you only focus on the eating of the fruit, and do not attempt to understand what
the “risk / or danger” was, then you can quite easily go on and make exactly the same
mistake again today.
Genesis 2:9 “and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil”
It is only eating from this second
tree that causes death.
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ADAM AND EVE KNEW RIGHT FROM WRONG!!
For some reason, we tend to think that Adam and Eve lived without any concept of right or
wrong.
Somehow that idea cannot be correct.
The very moment that the Commandment was made, somehow the concept of right and
wrong had to be instilled into their DNA.
Let us think about this for a moment.
(i) Do you think that Adam could look into the nature of every animal and give them the
appropriate name without having some level of right and wrong? Surely, when you
express an opinion about someone, there is some degree of thought process, some
way of sifting through the facts to judge which ones are right and wrong?
(ii) Could GOD have placed man in the Garden, given him the job to have dominion
without expecting him to formulate decisions based on what he saw happen?
(iii) Could GOD have placed man in the Garden, given him firm instruction on what his
limits were - told exactly what he was prohibited from eating without giving him the
ability to express his free of choice … exercising this freedom requires one to know
the difference between right and wrong!!
**NUGGET**
Both Adam and Eve knew instinctively what the DIFFERENCE WAS between right
and wrong.
WHAT WAS ADAM / EVE’S STATUS IN THE GARDEN BEFORE THEY SINNED?
We know that IF they ate of the Tree of LIFE that
they would be like GOD and live forever.
We know that IF they ate from the tree of the
KNOWLEDGE of Good and Evil that they would
die.
It seems clear that they were neither one, nor the
other … that they were in prefect balance - that they
were somewhere in between life and death.
In the Garden of Eden, before the sin, they lived in
prefect balance. They had the ability to choose with
confidence, simply because their “own ego” was
under control.
As they walked in the Garden, they had exactly the
same message from GOD, which Joshua gave to the children of Israel so many years
later when he said – you must choose … as for me and my family, we choose LIFE.
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So, daily they choose life, doing exactly what GOD planned for them.
We are so desperately trying to return to that place - to the calling of the ONE New Man.
Paul tells us:
• that we know what to do, but we don’t, and
• that which we know we shouldn't do, we do.
What is he saying?
He says that our old man is ruling, notwithstanding the fact that we are sons of Abraham
through the completed work of Messiah. It stands to reason that we are not yet the
completed work of the One New Man!!!
Deuteronomy 30:14-20 “On the contrary, the word is very close to you — in your mouth,
even in your heart; therefore, you can do it! “Look! I am presenting you today with, on the
one hand, life and good; and on the other, death and evil - in that I am ordering you today
to love ADONAI your GOD, to follow His ways, and to obey His mitzvot, regulations and
rulings; for if you do, you will live and increase your numbers; and ADONAI your GOD will
bless you in the Land you are entering in order to take possession of it. But if your heart
turns away, if you refuse to listen, if you are drawn away to prostrate yourselves before
other gods and serve them; I am announcing to you today that you will certainly perish;
you will not live long in the Land you are crossing the Yarden to enter and possess. “I call
on Heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have presented you with life and
death, the blessing and the curse. Therefore, so that you will live, you and your
descendants, loving ADONAI your GOD, paying attention to what He says and clinging to
Him — for that is the purpose of your life! On this depends the length of time you will live in
the Land ADONAI swore He would give to your ancestors Avraham, Yitz’chak and
Ya‘akov.”
SO WHAT CHANGES RIGHT and WRONG TO GOOD and EVIL?
I will suggest that the equilibrium was disturbed when we ate from the fruit ➛ the correct
level of drive / passion / energy … that level, which was in perfect harmony with our ability,
was replaced with an abundance of these feelings / emotions / attributes.
We are driven by our emotions and our feelings.
We make decisions based on these emotions
Wrong is wrong … what makes it evil is when we add:
a little bit of a lack of self control,
a handful of anger,
a large dash of independence and,
An even bigger helping of ambition.
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We read about this concept just after the Garden of Eden story, when we look at the story
of the sacrifices brought by two brothers.

Cain and Abel
There are many teaching that would have us believe that Abel’s success is the fact that he
brought a lamb.
While Cain only brought the fruit of the harvest!!
Is it not interesting that after bringing this offering, having it rejected AND killing his brother,
that GOD asks much the same question … where are you, Cain?
Does this not sound like a repeat of the Garden of Eden?
What would the real difference between Abel and Cain’s offering be?
**NUGGET**
Cain did NOT bring the best of the harvest … such offerings are always rejected.
And, it in this story that we see the imbalance in mankind … his emotions / anger / envy /
passion drive him to make WRONG CHOICES.
Let us consider for a moment the nakedness of Adam and Eve … they only get clothes
made for them AFTER the fall. Before that, they are absolutely comfortable in their
nakedness.
The Hebrew word for naked = ”arom” - which interestingly, is the same word for snake …
the word can mean naked or cunning.
Genesis 2:23 “Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
Genesis 2:24-25 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to
his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and
were not ashamed.”
But afterwards they will hide!!
Normally, when someone has done something wrong, then they are embarrassed about
the wrong deed.
If you told your friends that you would not drink alcohol again, then it’s the evidence of the
empty bottles that are the point of focus.
Adam / Eve ate of the tree that they should not have.
Yet, it’s not that act that causes them to hide from GOD, but their nakedness …
something that had not changed.
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Before they were naked, but had nothing to hide … now their ‘arom’ means that they have
taken on the serpent’s attributes (they are “cunning”) … they have something to hide.
Genesis 3:8-11 “And they heard the sound of the LORD GOD walking in the Garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
GOD among the trees of the garden. But the LORD GOD called to the man and said to
him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of You in the Garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said,“Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”
Why the fear of being naked?
Adam knew that their status had changed. It not about being naked, it’s about being
distanced from GOD.
Distance means that you cannot see the heart and therefore you cannot trust … and
therefore you fear the loss of the relationship.
Genesis 3:10 “… and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”
Instead of listening to the external Voice of GOD (the small still Voice of the cave - in the
example that we find with Elijah , we will see that the voice of the Holy Spirit is always with
us , but it requires of us to stop whatever it is that we are doing, and find a place where the
“noise” of the world is removed —so that we can hear what it is that God wants to say to
us), the quiet fellowship in the cool of the evening, they had listened to the voice of the
ego!!
Ego, pride, lack of self-control … are all emotions driven by the animal nature in us.
We are tempted by the snake. We think it’s his clever words that caused the downfall.
No!
Let us stop the blaming game … start to take up some responsibility.
Genesis 3:13 “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
Think again …
It is the animal nature inside of us … it’s the “OLD MAN”. When we let our passion /
emotion / feelings drive the freedom-of-choice decisions that we make, then we make the
wrong choices.
Let us test this thinking!!
GOD asks:
Genesis 3:9 “But the LORD GOD called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
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DO YOU THINK HE DOES NOT KNOW??
If we really believe that GOD knows everything, why do we not ask – what is this
question really saying to us?
A study of the word “you” … there are two Hebrew words used for “you.”
Strong’s 859 = “at-ta” – a literal meaning of you / thee / thou ➛ a person.
However, the word used in this passage is Strong’s 335 and it is here that we note some
interesting thinking:
One of the concepts talks to “who” are you (have you changed?) - you are not who I
thought you were before?
Another of the concepts covered talks to “where” did you come from, as in which city
do you come from.
Another concept speaks to “what” as in what people nation (nationality) do you
come from.
Can you now see that we have moved from intimacy to “who are you really?”
**NUGGET**
- What do we learn here?
- When GOD asks this question … it is not about the place where you are hiding.
- It is all about your new position IN relation to Him.
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From a ruler in dominion in the Garden, to someone in exile, prevented from coming
back in.
It seems to me that Paul came to grips with this matter.
He said: We are all equal (Jew / gentile / man / woman).
How profound is this statement!
And yet today, with all of the human rights laws, we still find ourselves in places where based on religion, gender and class, people experience discrimination.
It has got so bad, that we are forced to publicly accept other beliefs at the detriment of our
own … we no longer have an equal society with different values.
We are being forced in a one-world order system.
And we just don’t know it, or want to accept it!
Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the Power of GOD for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
Romans 2:9-10 “There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does
evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honour and peace for everyone who
does good, the Jew first and also the Greek.”
We are priests in a NEW order … that of Melchizedek.
Again, there are those who would perpetuate a system of priesthood, a rulership.
This system, with whatever liberal rights it proclaims, always proceeds to declare that their
version of the truth is the only one.
If Paul’s words are true i.e. Greek and Jew equal, THEN HOW CAN WE POSSIBLY think
to suggest that pastoral leadership are above the ordinary man in the street!!
Hebrew 7:26-28 “For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy,
innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has no
need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for His own sins and then for
those of the people, since He did this once for all when He offered up Himself. For the law
appoints men sin their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.”
Hebrew 9:11 “But when the MESSIAH appeared as Cohen Gadol of the good things that
are happening already, then, through the greater and more perfect Tent which is not manmade (that is, it is not of this created world),”
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We are to transform the Commandments from wilderness language to spiritual
reality in our day to day living.
This implies that I will take every single Commandment and apply my mind / the Holy Spirit
to gain a new understanding of the application which will take me back from the position
where I allow my emotions / mind to rule – to a place where my SPIRIT is constantly
worshipping in the Living Stone Tabernacle.
John 13:34 “I am giving you a New Command: that you keep on loving each other. In the
same way that I have loved you, you are also to keep on loving each other.”
John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My Commandments”
John 14:21 “Whoever has My Commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me,
and the one who loves Me will be loved by My FATHER, and I will Love him and reveal
myself to him.”
John 15:10 “If you keep My Commandments, you will stay in My love - just as I have kept
My FATHER’s Commandments and stay in His love.”
John 15:12 “This is My Commandment: that you keep on loving each other just as I
have”
Loving my neighbour, is NOT a warm hug, but deeds of sincerity / justice and
compassion.
We are to keep the Feasts dealing with the leaven of malice and so on, and to
cultivate truth and integrity … it is THIS transformation which crucifies the ‘old man’
and releases the One New Man.
1 Corinthians 5:7 “Get rid of the old hametz, so that you can be a new batch of dough,
because in reality you are unleavened. For our Pesach LAMB, the MESSIAH, has been
sacrificed”
We are to put an AXE to the old man / the unbridled passions / the uncontrolled
emotions, and produce an offering of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit.
The old man likes impatience, he likes jealousy, he likes envy, and he likes gossip.
The ONE NEW MAN likes goodness, faithfulness, self-control.
Until the old man is tamed, we can only say … we are on the journey to the Promised
Land - we are growing from glory to glory.
Galatians 5:22-25 “But the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, humility, self control. Nothing in the Torah stands against such
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things. Moreover, those who belong to the MESSIAH YESHUA have put their old nature to
death on the stake, along with its passions and desires. Since it is through the Spirit that
we have Life, let it also be through the Spirit that we order our lives day by day.”
You may ask this is Sukkot … what is this all about?
Simple…
We start with the marriage … we come full circle … back to a marriage.
Are you the Bride?
I speak often of the transition / transformation from the PHYSICAL to the SPIRITUAL
domain, from the Commandments, as they were understood thousands of years ago in the
wilderness, to the Living Stone Tabernacle today.
Your robe must be without wrinkle.
Paul tells us exactly what it is that makes spots and wrinkles!!
Go and look at Galatians for the list. We will only look at a few of these.
(1) Jealousy
Essentially, it is the desire to have what others have.
Or, it is about wanting them to be pulled down to your own level … the attitude is: “if I
can’t have it no one should have it.”
Such is the story of Martha…
Luke 10:38-42 “On their way YESHUA and His talmidim came to a village where a woman
named Marta welcomed Him into her home. She had a sister called Miryam who also sat
at the LORD’s feet and heard what He had to say. But Marta was busy with all the work to
be done; so, going up to Him, she said, “Sir, don’t you care that my sister has been leaving
me to do all the work by myself?” However, the LORD answered her, “Marta, Marta, you
are fretting and worrying about so many things! But there is only one thing that is essential.
Miryam has chosen the right thing, and it won’t be taken away from her.”
In the physical it’s about things / power / friends.
In the spiritual, it’s about wanting to be the arm when GOD made you into a leg … It is all
about wanting to prophesy instead of serve, it is about being the music leader instead of
the sound engineer.
For example: To be more explicit, it is spreading the teaching that only a Jew / Cohen can
lead a Messianic congregation.
Every time that we allow Jealousy to operate in our lives we are opening to the
spirit of Korach.
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(2) Derision
Essentially, it is the desire to escalate your feeling of anger, frustration, and disgust at
others who think or act differently to you.
It will end in simple acts of name-calling or at the other extreme, division of the brothers.
In the physical, it is all about always being “right”.

In the spiritual
We will see this people who can be described as hypocrites … those who profess to be
followers of Yeshua, but whose lifestyle, whose business transactions, are legally correct
but built on corrupt deals / shady partnerships, and so on.
We will see this in people who profess to be sons of Abraham, but focus continually on
devising means to bring disunity in the camp.
We will see this in people who profess to be followers, but seeks actively to DILUTE the
principles on which the Bible is based.
Every time that we allow derision to operate in our lives we are opening up to the
spirit of the Pharisees.
(3) Heresy
Essentially, it is the art of presenting a little darkness, with a fair amount of truth, so that
deception is at its highest.
In the physical, you will see this referenced as the false prophets.
These people present a case for change … which is at variance with the Bible, placing a
choice within the reach of those who do not, or are not able to discern.

In the spiritual
We will see this in the Body of Messiah in a number of teaching - I will only highlight a few.
The teaching on tithes where food for the Levites has been changed into money for an
organisation, while little is done for the poor, the widow or the orphans.
2 Peter 2:1-3 “But among the people there were also false prophets, just as there will be
false teachers among you. Under false pretences they will introduce destructive
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, and thus bring on themselves swift
destruction. Many will follow their debaucheries; and because of them, the true Way will be
maligned. In their greed they will exploit you with fabricated stories.”
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1 John 4:1-6 “Dear friends, don’t trust every spirit. On the contrary, test the spirits to see
whether they are from GOD; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
Here is how you recognise the Spirit of GOD: every spirit which acknowledges that
YESHUA the Messiah came as a human being is from GOD, and every spirit which does
not acknowledge YESHUA is not from GOD — in fact, this is the spirit of the Anti-Messiah.
You have heard that he is coming. Well, he’s here now, in the world already! You, children,
are from GOD and have overcome the false prophets, because He who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore, they speak from the
world’s viewpoint; and the world listens to them. We are from GOD. Whoever knows GOD
listens to us; whoever is not from GOD doesn’t listen to us. This is how we distinguish the
Spirit of truth from the spirit of error.”
The teaching where GOD's Grace is proclaimed without accepting any responsibility to
honour His Commandments.
Isaiah 29:13-14 “And the LORD said: “Because this people draw near with their mouth
and honour Me with their lips, while their hearts are far from Me, and their fear of Me is a
commandment taught by men, therefore, behold, I will again do wonderful things with this
people, with wonder upon wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden.”
Every time that we allow heresy in our lives we are opening up to the spirit of
Balaam.
(4) Envy
Essentially, it is the feelings of discontent and resentment when you cannot control other
people … especially when you see that they are happy with the little that they may have.

In the physical, this is the story:
i)

of Jezebel that wants the poor man’s vineyard. Please read this whole passage and
you will note the progression of sin from envy to death.
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1 Kings 21:15-16 “When Izevel heard that Navot had been stoned to death, she said to
Ach’av, “Get up, and take possession of the vineyard that Navot the Yizre‘eli refused to sell
you, because Navot is no longer alive; he is dead.” When Ach’av heard that Navot was
dead, he set out to go down to the vineyard of Navot the Yizre‘eli, to take possession of it.”
ii)

Of the sons of Jacob that conspire to get rid of Joseph. Please read this whole
passage.

As you do so, you will see that ENVY is the starting point of a LONG LINE OF WRONG
CHOICES?
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Destroy dreams
Remove from our presence
Profit out of others’ misfortune
Cover up our wrong choices

Yosef went after his brothers and found them in Dotan.
Genesis 37:18-20 “They spotted him in the distance, and before he had arrived where
they were, they had already plotted to kill him. They said to each other, “Look, this dreamer
is coming! So come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these water cisterns here.
Then we’ll say some wild animal devoured him. We’ll see then what becomes of his
dreams!”
In the spiritual, envy is the door opening to allow that false teachings, the false worship.
And the false economic system of this world to be introduced into the Body of Messiah
as the foundation on which the Tabernacle must be put to use – if we allow this we have a
corrupted Tabernacle.

Is it not exactly that which Yeshua spoke against when He chased the money lenders
away (was money becoming the main topic of discussion in the Tabernacle) … are we not
somewhere close to that today?
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All you have to do is ‘GOOGLE’ richest men in the world and see how many church
leaders appear on the screen!
Every time that we allow envy into our lives we are opening up to the spirit of Judas.
(5) Drunkenness
Essentially, ii is those combination of attitudes / and behaviours that, (if you thought that
this was only about the level of alcohol that has been consumed), in the physical manifests
as:
To Deceive
Proverbs 20:1 “Wine is a mocker, strong liquor a rowdy; anyone led astray by it is
unwise.”
To Inflame all sorts of illicit passions that end up in disaster.
Isaiah 5:11-13 “Woe to those who get up early to pursue intoxicating liquor; who stay up
late at night, until wine inflames them. They have lutes and lyres, drums and flutes, and
wine at their parties; but they pay no attention to how ADONAI works and never look at
what His Hands have made. For such lack of knowledge My people go into exile; this is
also why their respected men starve and their masses are parched from thirst.”
It manifests its spiritual counterfeits … the experiences that are associated with certain
charismatic meetings, Kabala and pagan feasts and a general pagan teaching on the joys
of spiritual drunkenness.
Understanding that the term "drunkenness" has many meanings, is a good foundation for
comprehending the ecstatic ritual experience. One can be "drunk" with joy.

In the spiritual
We will see that it is those who remain close to the Principles of GOD who will WALK IN
VICTORY and will REFLECT HIS GLORY.
Isaiah 28:7-10 “These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; the priest and the
prophet reel with strong drink, they are swallowed by wine, they stagger with strong drink,
they reel in vision, they stumble in giving judgment. For all tables are full of filthy vomit,
with no space left. “To whom will He teach knowledge, and to whom will He explain the
message? Those who are weaned from the milk, those taken from the breast? For it is
precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little,
there a little.”
Luke 21:34-36 “But keep watch on yourselves, or your hearts will become dulled by
carousing, drunkenness and the worries of everyday living, and that Day will be sprung
upon you suddenly like a trap! For it will close in on everyone, no matter where they live,
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throughout the whole world. Stay alert, always praying that you will have the strength to
escape all the things that will happen and to stand in the presence of the Son of Man.”
Every time that we allow drunkenness into our lives we are opening up to the spirit
of Cain.

RETURNING TO THE GARDEN
We all want to be the BRIDE.
In order to qualify as the BRIDE, we need to be in BALANCE AGAIN.
My ‘old man’… the emotions / passion / desire / drive must be under the dominion of my
spirit-man.
How would I know whether I am purposefully going about this?
May I suggest that you look at this for a spiritual journey road-map.
I would like to take you back to father Abraham as the basis for our role-model.
Read through this story - think of the life lesson that he models … ask yourself how
far are you from that benchmark?
Genesis 18:1-8 “ADONAI appeared to Avraham by the oaks of Mamre as he sat at the
entrance to the tent during the heat of the day. He raised his eyes and looked, and there in
front of him stood three men. On seeing them, he ran from the tent door to meet them,
prostrated himself on the ground, and said, “My LORD, if I have found favor in your sight,
please don’t leave your servant. Please let me send for some water, so that you can wash
your feet; then rest under the tree, and I will bring a piece of bread. Now that you have
come to your servant, refresh yourselves before going on.” Very well,” they replied, “do
what you have said.” Avraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quickly, three
measures of the best flour! Knead it and make cakes.” Avraham ran to the herd, took a
good, tender calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried to prepare it. Then he took curds,
milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it all before the men; and he stood by
them under the tree as they ate.”
A.

LAY DOWN THE NEED TO BE IN CONTROL

Abraham ran to meet strangers … he was prepared for change.
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a) All through his life, he had been prepared to leave behind that which is known and
move to the brave new world of the unknown. Instead of demanding a road map, he
was happy to get on the camel and see where the journey would end.
b) He was prepared to live in the Promised Land, amongst strangers, content with the
idea of waiting for GOD's Timing.
c) He was prepared to focus on the sin of the heart instead of the sin of the flesh.
Hagar and Ismael focus on words and actions of the flesh that are aimed at Isaac, deeds
that wound the mother’s heart.
When Sarah complains, He recognises that she has a valid cause for complaint. Those
actions against Isaac are in fact, sins of the heart … they are deeds that are aimed at
removing son-ship rights, they are deeds that are designed to steal Isaac’s prophetic
calling.
B.

BE ONE OF A KIND

The world wants us to conform, to fit in, to be one of the crowd.
God says “break the mould, become unique”.
Abraham was prepared to give others the credit.
During the rescue of Lot, he takes charge in the battle, yet when he stands in front of
Melchizedek, he says … “give my men their fair share of the loot.”
Abraham is prepared to wrestle with the discomfort of following GOD.
He travels in faith to a new Land, only to experience famines. He lives in amongst
strangers only to have them desire his wife; he looks after Lot only to find that he must
stand back when it comes to making a choice over the water-rights.
Finally, he struggles with the fact that the promise of a son does not seem to materialise.
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C.

SERVE HERE ON EARTH NOW

i) Abraham lives in the present.
He goes about facing the everyday problems that arise, or he takes the opportunities that
arise when they present themselves.
He does not harp on the past (even though he lives through a famine or two), nor does he
focus on the future. Which is why he can run to meet and treat strangers, go off to fight for
the release of Lot, and debate for and on behalf of a city of sinful people.
ii) Abraham is not easily offended.
In this spiritual journey he meets and deals with a number of incidents with people who
want to harm him one way or another, and yet it seems that he is able to forgive.
We do not see that he bears grudges.
iii) Abraham is able to submit to GOD's Will.
While he will want a son, in the end, he will be able to wait until the right time.
The way that he goes about preparing for, and performing the act of sacrificing of Isaac
shows his ability to serve faithfully.

FINAL THOUGHTS
We were given passion for a purpose - so that we would be excited to go out and face the
brave new world.
But, we need to take control of this passion … we need to submit to the influence of the
Holy Spirit.
When our passion /”old man” is under the control of the Holy Spirit we:
See life as meaningful
Give without needing a reason
Trust in the goodness of mankind
We express hope in the future
We believe that every individual carries the mark of GOD on his / her DNA.

KEEP THE FIRE BURNING
There is a program on TV where men compete to turn a rough piece of metal into a
BLADE of some description.
Ordinary metal, through a process of heat, hammering and grinding, within hours becomes
an instrument of value.
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Sons / Daughters of ABRAHAM, who accept GOD's Commandments and allow the Holy
Spirit to flow, will become a Priest in the Living Stone Tabernacle.
✓ Have you laid down your old man / ego?
✓ Will you make that DECLARATION?
✓ Have you made a decision not to eat of the fruit of the old man’s desires?
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THE BRIDE - WISE VIRGINS WITH
ENOUGH PURE OIL
We have a parable about 10 virgins:
5 are wise and have sufficient oil
5 are unwise and run out of oil
The story is about people who are attending a wedding … they are not the bride, nor are
they guests.
But they are close friends of the Bride.

It is time for the Feast of Sukkot.
And that means, that it is time for a WEDDING.
So what could this parable be telling us at this time of the yearly cycle of Feasts?
Leviticus 23:33-44 “And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of
Israel, saying, On the fifteenth day of this seventh month and for seven days is the Feast
of Booths to the LORD. On the first day shall be a holy convocation; you shall not do any
ordinary work. For seven days you shall present food offerings to the LORD. On the eighth
day you shall hold a holy convocation and present a food offering to the LORD. It is a
solemn assembly; you shall not do any ordinary work.”

56

Leviticus 23:37-44 “These are the appointed Feasts of the LORD, which you shall
proclaim as times of holy convocation, for presenting to the LORD food offerings, burnt
offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its proper day, besides
the LORD’s Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and
besides all your freewill offerings, which you give to the LORD. “On the fifteenth day of the
seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you shall celebrate
the Feast of the LORD seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the
eighth day shall be a solemn rest. And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid
trees, branches of palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you
shall rejoice before the LORD your GOD seven days. You shall celebrate it as a Feast to
the LORD for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your
generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. You shall dwell in booths for
seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, that your generations may know that
I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I
am the LORD your GOD.” Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed
Feasts of the LORD.”

PREPARING FOR THE END-TIMES
We are faced with a barrage of emails of end time prophecy.
Mostly these mails speak to some or other “physical” event that WILL occur, to which many
Scriptures are connected and which then results in some form of conclusion.
I respect the efforts that these believers are taking.
(a) It is critical that we are awake and watching.
(b) It is critical that we are looking out for the TRUTH.
In the passage preceding this passage on the end-times, we are told that those who miss
the signs will find themselves in a house that is desolate.
Matthew 23.38-39 “See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see
Me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord.’”
May I suggest that we view this for a different point of perspective?
Importantly, GOD warns us what it is that we should NOT see as signs:
Wars
False prophets
Matthew 24:4-6 “Yeshua replied: “Watch out! Don’t let anyone fool you! For many will
come in My Name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah!’ and they will lead many astray. You will hear
the noise of wars nearby and the news of wars far off; see to it that you don’t become
frightened. Such things must happen, but the end is yet to come.”
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GOD made mankind and has a very
real interest that we walk in His
ways
GOD is a Righteous Judge
GOD is a Loving Father
GOD desires to see mankind reflect
His Glory
Are we seeing signs of end-times?
Physical manifestation of an unhappy environment … for sure.
Growth in the world of paganism, occult and every other type of belief system …for
sure
Compromise by those who profess to be believers … for sure
The advent of humanism, and the introduction into legislation of every type of activity,
which is an abomination to GOD … for sure
And as a very clear sign…
The rapid rise in anti-Semitic rhetoric and violence against the Jews, which in time
will come against all other belief systems.

Yeshua speaks about the end-times in Matthew 24 and then uses a parable to tell us a
story of the end time (so that we can see where we stand).
It is titled “The parable of the wise and foolish virgins”
Matthew 25:1-13 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went to meet the Bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks
of oil with their lamps. As the Bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.
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But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the Bridegroom! Come out to meet Him.’ Then all
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will
not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And
while they were going to buy, the Bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in
with Him to the Marriage Feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came
also, saying, LORD, Lord, open to us.’ But He answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know
you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
Now let us review…
The Lamp
The lamp throughout the Bible speaks to the WORD OF GOD. The absolute truth!
The WORD uncompromised by man’s traditions, thinking, and rituals”
We find this connection in the following verses. This verse makes some important
connections:
GOD's Word = lamp = a light that guides our steps.
Do we appreciate what a lamp meant in those days?
We are so used to modern day life. You press a switch and the whole room / house is lit
up.
However, in the days in which this story is written, the lamp was made out of clay, was a
rather small item that could be carried easily, normally only had one spout / wick and
would therefore only cast a very small circle of light to help you move around.
Really only enough light to walk one or two steps at a time.
GOD gives us enough light for the path that we should follow … this implies that we
must walk in faith (people who do not have oil, do not have faith to walk along this path).
Psalm 119:105-106 “Your Word is a Lamp to my feet and a Light to my path. I have sworn
an oath and confirmed it, to keep Your righteous rules.”
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The first mention of a lamp in the Bible is about the Menorah that is found in the
Tabernacle.
Importantly, the “Lamp” here is an integral part of the Tabernacle … without it, the
Tabernacle would not be complete.
Since man is called a priest in the Living Stone Tabernacle, it stands to reason that man
without a “lamp” and one that is not brightly burning, would be driven out of the Tabernacle
AND out of the camp.
Exodus 27:20 “You shall command the people of Israel that they bring to you pure beaten
olive oil for the light, that a lamp may regularly be set up to burn.”
In addition, we see that the priest had to arrange the lamp in a certain way … the Menorah
has a total of SEVEN lamps.
And importantly, they had to face to the front of the Tabernacle.
There is a reason for this.
Any one who sees the lamp from the front will know that:
They see a declaration of UNITY
They see a declaration that each and every tribe (and therefore every individual) is
represented before GOD
They see the bright light of a sacrifice that is being presented to GOD
Numbers 8:1-4 “Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and say to him,
When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the lamp-stand.”
And Aaron did so: he set up its lamps in front of the lamp-stand, as the LORD commanded
Moses. And this was the workmanship of the lamp-stand, hammered work of gold. From its
base to its flowers, it was hammered work; according to the pattern that the LORD had
shown Moses, so he made the lamp-stand.”
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The Virgins
In the physical, virgins are those who have NOT become one with another
In the spiritual, virgins are those who have NOT become one with the false belief
systems / the world system
Wise virgins are those who have retained their
purity of thought and deed and are living 100% in
line with God’s WORD.
Wise virgins are ONE with GOD and have not been
deceived by man’s world views.
Wise virgins are not focused on position, power or
money, but instead choose to serve.
These wise virgins were SERVING the Bride.
Psalm 45:13-15 “Inside (the palace), the King’s daughter (BRIDE) looks splendid, attired
in checker-work embroidered with gold. In brocade, she will be led to the King, to You, with
the virgins in her retinue.”
We are expected to serve the broader community with actions that reflect the GLORY of
GOD (if you are not serving, you are an unwise virgin).
Unwise virgins are those who have corrupted their thinking and belief system, with manmade traditions, false teachings, religious vanities, and who compromise their walk with
indulgences of worldly matters.
Indeed, they apply no wisdom to interpreting the WORD and making a practical application
of these principles.
Proverbs 9:13 “The woman folly is loud; she is seductive and knows nothing.”

**NUGGET**
- Unwise virgins will miss the wedding ceremony … that means that they will miss
the Feast of Sukkot.
- It means that they are not even guests!!!
The Oil
The oil represents that practical application of the TRUTH OF THE WORD.
Oil has spiritual importance.
As it seems later on in the Scriptures that highlight its use in the Tabernacle, we can safely
say that oil represents the work / practices / service of the priestly order.
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Exodus 25.9 “Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the Tabernacle, and of all its
furniture, so you shall make it.”
Exodus 25:31-40 “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be
made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall be of
one piece with it. And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of
the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other
side of it; three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one
branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the
other branch—so for the six branches going out of the lampstand. And on the lampstand
itself there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers,
and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out from the
lampstand. Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a
single piece of hammered work of pure gold. You shall make seven lamps for it. And the
lamps shall be set up so as to give light on the space in front of it. Its tongs and their trays
shall be of pure gold. It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent of pure gold.
And see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is being shown you on the
mountain.”

In the parable we see that the wise virgins “took oil “ with them.
We are told that we are to bring our own OIL and refresh the Menorah daily.

A critical factor is that there was a special “recipe” for the making of the oil that burns –
various spices are added, that create the aroma that pleases GOD.
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Exodus 25:6 “ … oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant
incense,”
These spices can and are compared to attributes of service and obedience in the spiritual
domain that means that the aroma that goes up when we produce a sacrificial offering will
be acceptable to GOD.
What is really significant about this passage, is that it is situated immediately FOLLOWING
the description of the Feast of Sukkot.
And this is the Feast, which describes a wedding celebration.
Leviticus 24:1-4 “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Command the people of Israel to
bring you pure oil from beaten olives for the lamp, that a light may be kept burning
regularly. Outside the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it
from evening to morning before the LORD regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout
your generations. He shall arrange the lamps on the lampstand of pure gold before the
LORD regularly.”
Our lives must reflect light.
That implies that our oil must burn clearly, brightly … must reflect the Image of GOD.
Philippians 2:13 “for it is GOD who works in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure.

Philippians 2:14-15 “Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be
blameless and innocent, children of GOD without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.”
Our lifestyle of LIVING the WORD shows that we hear the truth, understand the
implications of our capacity to make a correct choice, and have the wisdom to choose to
walk in obedience to GOD's Commandments.
Ecclesiastes 8:1 “Who is like the wise? And who knows the interpretation of a thing? A
man’s wisdom makes his face shine, and the hardness of his face is changed.”
Matthew 17:2 “And He was transfigured before them, and His Face shone like the sun,
and His clothes became white as light. And He was transfigured before them, and His
Face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as light.”
Indeed oil was also used to anoint people into their calling.
✓ Can you recall the image where Aaron gets oil poured over his head?
✓ Can you recall the image where the kings of Israel (such as David) are anointed to his
calling?
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Exodus 29:7 “You shall take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him.”
Both of these men did whatever GOD asked of them.
Wise virgins will have oil (the evidence of a dedicated walk of obedience) in order to show
that they have been anointed for the calling on their lives and that our cup should run over.
Psalm 23:5 “ You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint
my head with oil; my cup overflows.”
You may say you are only using Old Testament examples.
Well, GOD says through Paul, that He Consecrates us to do His Will.
Romans 9:18 “So then He has mercy on whomever He Wills, and He hardens whomever
He Wills.”
Romans 9:19-23 “You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist
His Will?” But who are you, O man, to answer back to GOD? Will what is moulded say to
its Moulder, “Why have You made me like this?” Has the Potter no right over the clay,
to make out of the same lump one vessel for honourable use and another for
dishonourable use? What if GOD, desiring to show His wrath and to make known His
power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order
to make known the riches of His Glory for vessels of mercy, which He has Prepared
beforehand for Glory …”
**NUGGET**
If you have no oil in your lamp – then you are not walking in the fullness of your
calling.
How does this become applicable to us today?
i) Firstly, on a personal level, you can use this understanding to determine exactly where
you are … wise or unwise.
ii) Secondly, you can use this to evaluate the prophetic words and messages that you
may receive and think whether they are TRUTH … revealing GOD's Heart (or FEAR).
iii) Thirdly, you can use this to cleanse your heart / life from all things that do not originate
from GOD's Kingdom, purify your TABERNACLE, reconnect to the Living Stone
Tabernacle and become a set-apart, holy nation and royal priesthood.
iv) Fourthly, you can begin to walk in obedience to GOD's Commandments, by producing
the FRUIT of the Holy Spirit.
I suggest that the following illustration will make these thoughts clear.
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1. You and I are clay vessels that have be moulded into lamps … we have a calling to
produce light, to reflect GOD's GLORY.
2. You and I must be grafted into the vine – into the root system that brings the WORD /
TORAH up into the branches of our lives so that we can bear fruit.
John 15:1-12 “I am the True Vine, and My FATHER is the Vinedresser. Every branch in
Me that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit He
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the Word that I have
spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the VINE; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from
Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me he is thrown away like a branch
and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide
in Me, and my WORDS abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
By this My Father is Glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be My Disciples. As
the Father has loved Me, so have I Loved you. Abide in My Love. If you keep My
Commandments, you will abide in My Love, just as I have kept My Father’s
Commandments and abide in His Love. These things I have spoken to you, that My Joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. “This is My Commandment, that you love one
another as I have Loved you.”
3. You and I have been given a free will (mind and emotions) in order to make a choice
to search for divine ideas and then to ignite the “oil” that rises through our
connectedness with GOD, to produce the actions that will reflect His Glory / Light.
The flame that you produce, is the mirror to the world that calls all men to introspection, to
ask the questions:
Are you in unity with your neighbours?
Are you represented before the Throne of GOD?
Is there a sacrificial offering that is allowing a sweet aroma to rise before GOD?

A FINAL THOUGHT
GOD delivered the children of Israel when they cried out to Him!
Let us cry out once again!!!
But, if we want Him to use us, then its imperative that we walk in His Light.
1 Peter 3:3-4 “Do not let your adorning be external - the braiding of hair and the putting on
of gold jewellery, or the clothing you wear but let your adorning be the hidden person of the
heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in GOD's Sight is very
precious.”
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Revelation 14:4-5 “It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are
virgins. It is these who follow the LAMB wherever He goes. These have been redeemed
from mankind as firstfruits for GOD and the LAMB, and in their mouth no lie was found, for
they are blameless.”
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In The Line of Sight Passover to Sukkoth Mount Sinai
We leave Egypt after having celebrated the Passover meal … it is here that we will have
received the revelation / vision of the Calling that we have to be set-apart, to be a royal
priesthood, to be a Holy nation.
We may not really understand what that means, nor will we be prepared for the hardships
of the journey that lies ahead.
We will leave with a head full of thoughts and a heart full of emotions that fit with the
experiences of a slave.
The effect of miracles wears off and it is the faithfulness of YHVH on this journey that will
transform our hearts / will / emotions into a people that will be ready to serve Him
unconditionally.
Time will tell, that this first generation is not able to transform their minds and circumcise
their hearts, and will perish in the wilderness.
However, the second generation … those who did not live as slaves, will gather
themselves many years later at the River Jordan and cross over into their destiny.

THE MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE
On the pathway from Exodus to Sukkot, the Body of believers (made up from the children
of Jacob plus about 400,000 others), will arrive at Mount Sinai for one of the greatest
events of all times - a declaration of marriage - an eternal Covenant bond and a promise
of Covenantal blessing.
**NUGGET** Today, we – you and I must follow this same path. Without the experience
of Mount Sinai, we will not be “betrothed” to the GROOM. And accordingly, will not be able
to participate in the Sukkot Wedding Feast.
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Let us review the verses that cover that very first event.
Exodus 19:2-9 and Exodus 20:1-2
After setting out from Refidim and arriving at the Sinai Desert, they set up camp in the
desert; there in front of the mountain, Isra’el set up camp.
Exodus 19:3-6 “Moshe went up to GOD, and ADONAI called to him from the mountain:
“Here is what you are to say to the household of Ya‘akov, to tell the people of Isra’el: ‘You
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I CARRIED you on eagles’ wings and
brought you to Myself. Now if you will pay careful attention to what I say and keep MY
COVENANT, then you will be My own treasure from among all the peoples, for all the earth
is Mine; and you will be a Kingdom of cohanim for Me, a nation set apart.’ These are the
words you are to speak to the people of Isra’el.”
Exodus 19:7-9 “Moshe came, summoned the leaders of the people and presented them
with all these words which ADONAI had ordered him to say. All the people answered as
one, “Everything ADONAI has said, we will do.” Moshe reported the words of the people to
ADONAI. ADONAI said to Moshe, “See, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, so that the
people will be able to hear when I speak with you and also to trust in you forever.” Moshe
had told ADONAI what the people had said;”
Then GOD said all these words:
Exodus 20:2 “I am ADONAI your GOD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the abode of slavery.”
This mountain experience occurred thousands of years ago.
In the mean time, the ‘set-apart’ people have wandered away from that path set out for
them, and eventually they were sent into exile.
Another mountain experience occurred about 2 000 years ago, when Yeshua came to
walk on earth as an instrument of change - to reset the parameters of the WALK of
OBEDIENCE.
His ministry came to an end on a mountain just outside of Jerusalem.
Arising out of that ministry, we establish that the family of Abraham is not based on a
physical lineage (a DNA), but on the circumcision of a person heart, and a willingness to
walk in obedience to His Commandments.
John 15:9-11 “Just as My FATHER has loved Me, I too have LOVED you; so stay in My
love. If you keep My Commands, you will stay in My love — just as I have kept My
FATHER’s Commands and stay in His love. I have said this to you so that My joy may be
in you, and your joy be complete.”
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John 15:12-17 “This is My Command: that you keep on loving each other just as I have
loved you. No one has greater love than a person who lays down his life for his friends.
You are My friends, if you do what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, because a
slave doesn’t know what his master is about; but I have called you friends, because
everything I have heard from My FATHER I have made known to you. You did not choose
Me, I chose you; and I have commissioned you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last; so
that whatever you ask from the FATHER in My Name He may give you. This is what I
Command you: keep loving each other!
One of the walks of obedience is the call to ‘keep’ YHVH’s Feasts.
This call to obedience has been a stumbling block for centuries. Instead of unity in the
Body, we find more and more division and separation than common understanding.
Legalists are those who keep the Commandments without any spiritual revelation.
Liberalists are those who believe in grace without any real responsibility to reflect GOD's
Glory.
The set-apart Body of Messiah, I submit, are those who have an understanding of the
Commandments, and their interaction with the community are reflected in the WISDOM
that they apply to daily circumstance’s revealing the essence of those Commandments.
I recently came across this illustration that I think, very simply, demonstrates the difference
in the diagram.
I do not want to get into a big debate about the various factions … merely to point out that,
based on your views, you will react to this study on the pathway to Sukkot with very
different responses.
I believe that the image that we are to portray to the world is that of the faithful disciple,
that walks in the spiritual understanding of the Commandments, so that what ever we do is
relevant in today’s circumstances.
As we walk on this journey, keeping the Commandments, enjoying the Feasts, we
represent a set-apart, Holy Nation of Royal Priests.
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For that reason, with our vision clearly set on our calling to be Priests in the Living Stone
Tabernacle, I suggest that you and I need to stop at this MOUNTAIN to renew our vows of
dedication to the BRIDEGROOM.
Unfortunately, we have deviated from GOD's Path so often and so far that we need to
study the words of the Prophets in order to regain our compass bearings towards this
mountain.
Where is this mountain?
A question that has occupied the minds of many scientists and Biblical scholars for years.
A very interesting article that is worth reading and which certainly gives some indications
that seem to reverberate with the Biblical accounts is this one.

“HAR KARKOM” - The Mountain of JAHWEH
(Flavio Barbiero)
In this presentation are briefly exposed the results of a 20 years research made by Flavio
Barbiero and his brother Claudio in Israel. The precise location is Har Karkom, in the
Negev desert, a site surveyed since 1980 by Prof. Emmanuel Anati, who has an
archaeological concession in that area. On the base of more than 1200 archaeological
sites, Anati claims that Har Karkom is the real Mount Sinai. The Barbieros have joined
Anati’s research group since 1990
and made a specific research,
aimed to locate the exact position
of mount Horeb and to verify the
existence of a secret cave on it, of
which there is evidence in the Bible
and other ancient texts. A number
of precise correspondences
between archaeological sites and
written texts prove that the account
of Exodus is really historical and
that Har Karkom is the real Sinai.
Also the existence of a hidden cave
on mount Horeb seems to be
confirmed by the result of several
tests made with different
instruments on a sort of acropolis in
Har Karkom.

HAR KARKOM AS MOUNT
SINAI
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The Christian tradition identifies the Biblical Mount Sinai with the St Catherine massif, on
th

the southern part of Sinai Peninsula. No archaeological evidence prior to the 6 century
a.d. has been found in this area; besides the location and topography of the mountain
does not match with the Bible’s account. “
Thanks to the print on the ground the Barbieros were able to rebuild the Tabernacle in its
actual dimensions and shape, in exactly the same place where it was built for the first time.
It was even possible
to correct some
mistakes that
inevitably the
tentative
reconstruction had
comported. This is
the final plan of the
Tabernacle as it
results from its print
on the grounds time.
It was even possible
to correct some
mistakes that inevitably the tentative reconstruction had comported. This is the final plan of
the Tabernacle as it results from its print on the ground.
The major difference is in the dimensions. According to the most common European
views, Moses’ cubit measured about 45 cm.
With this value, the Tabernacle dimensions would have been really excessive for a
portable tent, not fit to resist to the desert’s environment.
The print on the ground shows a value of Exodus’ cubit of 29,2 cm, as the tent measures
14,60 m (= 50 cubits) by 29,20 m ( = 100 cubits).
Therefore, the dimensions of the Tabernacle’s furniture (altar, tables, ark etc.) have to be
revised accordingly.

Conclusions
The shape and other characteristics of the print are such as to let no room for doubts that
it was left by the tent described in Exodus, that is by Moses’ Tabernacle.
Its value is inestimable not only for historical, archaeological and religious reasons, but
also because it demonstrates two things:
1. That the account of Exodus is based on real facts.
2. That Moses’ holy mountain was in the area of Har Karkom”.
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CALL TO RENEW THE MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE

Two prophets stand out in their cries to the people to return to GOD (YHVH)’s Ways.
As we study these passages, we will highlight some important principles that we will
evaluate in more detail.
Let us read these two passages!!
Micah 4:1-5 “But in the acharit-hayamim it will come about that the mountain of ADONAI’s
House will be established as the most important mountain. It will be regarded more highly
than the other hills, and peoples will stream there. Many Gentiles will go and say, “Come,
let’s go up to the mountain of ADONAI, to the House of the GOD of Ya‘akov! He will teach
us about His ways, and we will walk in His paths.” For out of Tziyon will go forth Torah, the
Word of ADONAI from Yerushalayim. He will judge between many peoples and arbitrate
for many nations far away. Then they will hammer their swords into plow-blades and their
spears into pruning-knives; nations will not raise swords at each other, and they will no
longer learn war. Instead, each person will sit under his vine and fig tree, with no one to
upset him, for the mouth of ADONAI-Tzva’ot has spoken. For all the peoples will walk,
each in the name of its GOD; but we will walk in the Name of ADONAI our GOD forever
and ever.”
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Isaiah 2:1-5
This is the word that Yesha’yahu, the son of Amotz, saw concerning Y’hudah and
Yerushalayim:
Isaiah 2:2-5 “In the acharit-hayamim the mountain of ADONAI’s House will be established
as the most important mountain. It will be regarded more highly than the other hills, and all
the Goyim will stream there. Many peoples will go and say, “Come, let’s go up to the
mountain of ADONAI, to the House of the GOD of Ya‘akov! He will teach us about His
ways, and we will walk in His paths.” For out of Tziyon will go forth Torah, the Word of
ADONAI from Yerushalayim. He will judge between the nations and arbitrate for many
peoples. Then they will hammer their swords into plow-blades and their spears into
pruning-knives; nations will not raise swords at each other, and they will no longer learn
war. Descendants of Ya‘akov, come! Let’s live in the light of ADONAI!”
So, it is somewhere within these verses, that we have to regain the direction we need in
order to find our way to Sukkot … to the Tabernacle.
What do “Mountains and hills” mean in Jewish thought?
I have indicated that we want to understand the spiritual implications of going to the
Mountain of GOD (YHVH) … so it is wise to turn to the sages to see what they understand
by this terminology.
Let us look at a few verses where we find the words ‘mountains / hills’ in them.
Note that in every instance, it is almost as if the mountains / hills are personalities.
And, that is exactly what the sages say … we are given the mountains - the fathers of our
faith and the hills, the mothers of our faith as examples of how we should walk this walk
of life!
Isaiah 55:12 “Yes, you will go out with joy, you will be led forth in peace. As you come, the
mountains and hills will burst out into song, and all the trees in the countryside will clap
their hands.”
Jeremiah 3:23 “Indeed the hills have proved an elusion, likewise the orgies on the
mountains. Truly the salvation of Isra’el is in ADONAI our GOD.”
Revelation 6:16 “… and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us
from the Face of the One Sitting on the Throne and from the Fury of the LAMB! For the
Great Day of their Fury has come, and who can stand?”
Jeremiah 50:6 “My People have been lost sheep. My shepherds made them go astray,
turning them loose in the mountains. As they wandered from mountain to hill, they lost
track of where their home is.”
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All of these verses use the terminology as if they are human and whether the mountains
sing praises or whether the mountains that you know have led you astray … we will have
to be accountable for the words that we speak and the role-model that we reveal.
**NUGGET** So consider “mountains” a representation of the “Godly Kingdom /
Government system / role-model”

ABRAHAM OUR ROLE MODEL
❖
❖

Abraham gets the instruction to sacrifice his son.
Abraham goes to the mountain.

a) He climbs the mountain
Pick a path and start climbing. Don’t wander aimlessly; take the trail that has been
marked out by other travellers before you.
Take note of the environment around you - the landscape changes from time to time
for a reason, altitude changes the vegetation - that gives you an idea of the seasons
in your life.
Be on the lookout for other travellers - people who GOD sends to journey with you
for a while - so that you can impart to them and so that you can learn from their
talents.
Be on the lookout for cross wind, trails that have been left by others who have not
had the courage to push through to the top of the mountain … learn to recognise
these as “bunny trails” and avoid them at all costs.
b) He has an encounter with GOD
Have an expectation of an encounter. And make sure that you are open-minded what if another ‘RAM’ is stuck in the bush … will you recognise its purpose?
Have the expectation of nation building - every encounter should have the fruit of
legacy inside of it. No offer should be made if you do not expect to see a harvest of
blessings.
c) He comes down the mountain to lead a normal life – but one that leaves its mark
on the other non-believing inhabitants of the land
All those who have climbed the mountain can testify to the experience … even if the
end result is only a witness that you live to a ripe old age.
Those who go up the mountain become known as “a friend of GOD”.
Those who become ‘mountains’ in the spirit will “buy” land … just as Abraham
purchased the cave.
**NUGGET** IT TAKES A FREEDOM-OF-CHOICE DECISION TO WALK ON THE
JOURNEY TOWARDS GOD'S PURPOSE AND THE ACTIONS OF CLIMBING OVER
LIFE’S TRIBULATIONS IN A WAY THAT REFLECTS GOD'S ATTRIBUTES FULLY, TO
DETERMINE WHETHER YOU ARE A MOUNTAIN / HILL IN GOD'S KINGDOM.
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FROM THE PHYSICAL TO THE SPIRITUAL DOMAIN
You are aware that I suggest that if we are to focus on the physical domain alone, that we
would miss out of the gift of life, namely the possibility of serving as a priest in the Living
Stone Tabernacle.
The question will always be, so how do we transform?
Let us look at two ‘real’ battles, one in the NORTH and one in the SOUTH.
Both are epic stories - both without GOD at the centre. Zeal and ritual do not mean
relationship.
And YHVH demands intimacy.

1. Masada
Masada Means “Stronghold”
After Rome made Herod the Great its king, he came to Masada in AD 37 to fortify it,
erecting an eighteen-foot high wall around its perimeter.
He made the winter palace there, and as was true with all of Herod’s fortresses,
they had every comfort and convenience he could manage.
The palace clung to the northern cliffs of Masada like a barnacle.
Covered staircases gave access to three levels of terraces and portions of his
beautiful mosaics are still visible.
David
During his fugitive years on the run from King Saul, David sought sanctuary for his parents
across the Dead Sea in Moab. Upon returning to Israel, David took refuge in “the
stronghold.”
Some scholars identify this with Masada, the Hebrew term that means “stronghold” in 1
Samuel 22:4.
1 Samuel 22:4 “Then he left them with the king of Moab; and they stayed with him all the
time that David was in the stronghold.”
If so, then David’s prayer for deliverance and confidence in GOD becomes more special …
read from the message:
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Psalm 31:1-3 “In You, O LORD, I have taken refuge; Let me never be ashamed; In Your
righteousness deliver me. Incline Your ear to me, rescue me quickly; Be to me a Rock of
Strength, A Stronghold [metzuda] to save me. For You are my Rock and my Fortress; For
Your Name’s sake You will lead me and guide me.”

2. GAMLA (ExWikipedia)
Situated at the southern part of the Golan, overlooking the Sea of Galilee, Gamla was built on a steep hill
shaped like a camel's hump, from which it derives its name (Gamla meaning 'the camel' in Aramaic).
Although the site was inhabited since the Early Bronze Age, the city appears to have been founded as a
Seleucid fort during the Syrian Wars (3rd century BCE)which later became a civilian settlement. Jews
inhabited it from the last quarter of the 2nd century BCE, and it was annexed to the Hasmonean state under
king Alexander Jannaues in c. 81 BCE.
Josephus Flavius, Commander of Galilee during the Jewish Revolt against Rome, in 66 CE fortified Gamla
as his main stronghold on the Golan. Josephus gives a very detailed topographical description of the city,
which he also referred to as Gamala,and the steep ravines which precluded the need to build a wall around
it. Only along the northern saddle, at the town's eastern extremity, was a 350 meters-long wall built. It was
constructed by blocking gaps between existing houses and destroying houses that lay in its way.
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Initially loyal to the Romans, Gamla turned rebellious under the influence of refugees from other locations.It
was one of only five cities in the Galilee and Golan who stood against Vespasian’s legions, reflecting the
cooperation between the local population and the rebels.At the time of the revolt, the town minted its own
coins, probably more as a means of propaganda than as currency. Bearing the inscription "For the
redemption of Jerusalem the H(oly)" in a mixture of paleo-Hebrew (biblical) and Aramaic, only 6 of these
coins have ever been found.
Josephus also provides a detailed description of the Roman siege and conquest of Gamla in 67 CE The
Romans first attempted to take the city by means of a siege ramp, but were repulsed by the defenders. Only
on the second attempt did the Romans succeed in breaching the walls at three different locations and
invading the city. They then engaged the Jewish defenders in hand-to-hand combat up the steep hill.
Fighting in the cramped streets from an inferior position, the Roman soldiers attempted to defend themselves
from the roofs. These subsequently collapsed under the heavy weight, killing many soldiers and forcing a
Roman retreat. The legionnaires re-entered the town a few days later, eventually beating Jewish resistance
and completing the capture of Gamla.
According to Josephus, some 4,000 inhabitants were slaughtered, while 5,000, trying to escape down the
steep northern slope, were either trampled to death, fell or perhaps threw themselves down a ravine.

THE battle in the PHYSICAL teaches us something:
you must be prepared,
you must be prepared to stand firm against overwhelming odds,
you must know your enemy’s battle plan,
you must build a defense system,
you must stand together at all costs,
You must never give up.
The battle plan in the SPIRITUAL is much the same … all that is different, is that we cross
over to battle.
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ONLY WHEN GOD IS ON YOUR SIDE AND AT HIS COMMAND.

MOUNTAINS AS A SIGN OF GOD's PROMISES
You see, we have taken a “line of sight“ from Passover to Sukkot.
We have fulfilled the promises of the first two Feasts … we have become Children of
Abraham, AND we have been filled with the Holy Spirit.
However, in order to be the Bride, or at the very least, guests at the Wedding (Sukkot), we
need to make sure that we have the symbols and signs of living on the mountain tops!
It implies that we are thinking in a higher mode, at a spiritual domain.
We need to be thinking and striving to receive the spiritual blessings that are
eternal.Those blessings are, in the words of Jacob’s prophecy about Joseph, both long
lasting, and as big as, or as high as mountains (you will note that a similar blessing is
spoken over Joseph by Moses in Deuteronomy 33:13-16.
Genesis 49:22-26 “Yosef is a fruitful plant, a fruitful plant by a spring, with branches
climbing over the wall.The archers attacked him fiercely, shooting at him and pressing him
hard; but his bow remained taut; and his arms were made nimble by the Hands of the
Mighty One of Ya‘akov, from there, from the Shepherd, the Stone of Isra’el, by the GOD of
your father, who will help you, by El Shaddai, who will bless you with blessings from
Heaven above, blessings from the deep, lying below, blessings from the breasts and the
womb. The blessings of your father are more powerful than the blessings of my parents,
extending to the farthest of the everlasting hills; they will be on the head of Yosef,
on the brow of the prince among his brothers.”
(i)

There is a blessing from the action of keeping the law as proclaimed on Mount
Gerizim (Joshua 8:30-32) - not religiously, but with the spiritual understanding of the
application today.

Do you think GOD is looking for a physical wedding dress, or the shining light of
the Fruit of the Holy Spirit?
(ii)

There is a blessing for those who are willing to go to war … just like the man
Caleb and his daughter (Joshua 14.12-13).

Do you think that spiritual warfare is a thing of the past … there are giants in the world
system as well as the kingdom of darkness that must be dealt with …
(iii)

There are blessings for those who stand up to the powers of the occult today
… just as Elijah did on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18).

Do you think that the paganism in the world today does not affect the spiritual condition on
this earth - if we truly believe that Yeshua will return to this earth, then we should be radical
in dealing with anything that is impure and unholy!
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(iv) There is a blessing for those who would teach the TORAH, as we see that the
WORD of GOD ONLY comes forth from Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:3)…
and He goes on to say that we should lift up our voices, with renewed strength, to bring
these good tidings (Isaiah 40:9).
Do you think that this only applies to speaking about Y’SHUA? The SPIRITUAL domain is
under attack by many forms of false teaching, false prophecy and egotistical leadership!
(v)

There is a blessing for those who are making highways so that people may find
their way to GOD (Isaiah 40:4).

Do you live the SPIRITUAL understanding of the TORAH and the flow of the Holy Spirit in
such a way that others who do not know GOD will want to / desire to be a part of the
Kingdom of YHVH?
And finally,
(vi) There is a blessing for those who build the ‘HOUSE OF THE LORD’ (Ezekiel
20:40).
Are you building on the Tabernacle of Living Stones?
Are you connected to your brother?
Are you serving in the Tabernacle to the desires of the Great High Priest?
TO THOSE SPIRITUAL “MOUNTAINS AND THE HILLS” THAT REFLECT GOD'S
KINGDOM …
The following questionnaire shares some practical steps that you should consider.
As you consider your walk with GOD in the light of these questions, you can evaluate
whether you are climbing GOD's Mountain or not .
Some practical steps.
1. Like Abraham, have you walked the length and the breadth of the land?
2. Like Isaac, have you claimed your legacy by staying inside the boundary of GOD's
Promise … never leaving the Land?
3. Like Jacob, have you built a nation of believers?
4. Like Joshua, have you stood and gained courage for the battle?
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5. Like Caleb, have you stood firm and claimed the hill with the giants?

6. Like Joshua, have you proclaimed before all people that you and your household will
choose life and follow the TORAH?
7. Like Joseph, have you made sure that your bones are buried inside the promised
legacy?
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8. Like Deborah, have you stood to prophetically claim to all enemies of the Torah, that
they are not welcome in your land?

9. Like Paul, have you proclaimed the Body of Messiah in the form of “One Olive Tree /
One New Man”?
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Is our time running out?
Can we still sit with one foot in the world and one foot in the Tabernacle?
NO!!
Just as time is running out
for the Dead Sea, so too,
we must make a move.
These are the patterns
formed as the water of the
Dead SEA recedes – with
an external beauty, but the
corrosive attributes of SALT.

The SPIRITUAL Mountain says that we have transformed from the Adam type man into as
near as possible, the SPIRITUAL Adam … the one that ONLY does what Yeshua says he
must do.
There is therefore one more test; you see, this priest serving the Living Stone Tabernacle.
He has learnt that he has to break down walls.
When Yeshua died, the curtain was torn AND the wall came down.
Paul tells us that we are neither Jew nor gentile, man nor woman and this wall came
down.
Mountain men are not afraid of heights, nor weather, nor walking on a path alone … they
are afraid of those who gather in masses and seek compromise.
Many years ago, there was a country song …
🎶 Walk tall, walk straight, and look the world right in the eye.
YHVH wants such mountain men whose standards / value / lifestyle is beyond
reproach.
In closing, this promise from the Mountain of GOD.
Psalm 121:1-2 “A song of ascents: If I raise my eyes to the hills, from where will my help
come? My help comes from ADONAI, the Maker of Heaven and earth.”
AMEN!!
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Peter’s Feast of Sukkot
Most of the Body of Messiah considers the act of the keeping of the Feasts as something
old fashioned, legalistic and contrary to the teaching found in the New Testament.
What do you think they would say, if you could show them a passage that, without saying
the exact words, uses the Feasts that make up the series and which ends in Sukkot, as its
theme.
Peter fails to use the word Feast once!
However, his order of events, the topics that he chooses to discuss, all form an integral
part of these end-of-harvest season Feasts.

a) The 1st of Tishri, is the Feast of Trumpets.
Over the ages, the event known as the ‘Binding Of Isaac’ has been associated with the
Feast of Trumpets.
Genesis 22:7-8 “Yitz’chak spoke to Avraham his father: “My father?” He answered, “Here
I am, my son.” He said, “I see the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” Avraham replied, “GOD will provide Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my
son”; and they both went on together.”
This day becomes the turning point in a man’s life - where we lay down the things of the
world and reach for the Heavenly things … a day of deliverance.
It is also a day when we recognise that only GOD can make the way - by giving the “ram”
as the sacrificial offering.
And man can only offer up his free will.
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The image of Isaac - this man who is born in the Land, lives in the Land, will make
mistakes in this Land, BUT critically, NEVER leaves the Land, becomes the benchmark of
a man who is a sold-out son of Abraham.
**NUGGET** The act of binding Isaac seems to have had a prophetic impact on his
life.
- Is it the act of obeying your father?
- Or the idea of a life on the altar sacrifice,
- Or is it the fact that the substitute offering is provided, that causes this
circumcision of the heart?
Note, not one of the trials and tribulations, which he faces, (and he repeats many
that his father did,) cause him to decide to leave the land.
In the area of Dura, a decorated painting, showing the Menorah, the “ethrog, the lulav”,
and Isaac bound at the altar with the ram in the bush was found.
Below is a picture of those ruins – Dura.

Note the combination of the idea of Isaac together with the Feast of Tabernacle symbols.
Within this theme, Peter starts off his sermon ➛ SALVATION / DELIVERANCE.
He will focus on the concept of a Heavenly inheritance - he takes the concept of earthly
son-ship and moves it upwards / to Heaven, towards a more glorious calling.
1 Peter 1:3-7 “Praised be GOD, Father of our LORD YESHUA the MESSIAH, who, in
keeping with His great Mercy, has caused us, through the resurrection of YESHUA the
Messiah from the dead, to be born again to a living hope, to an inheritance that cannot
decay, spoil or fade, kept safe for you in Heaven. Meanwhile, through trusting, you are
being protected by GOD's power for a deliverance ready to be revealed at the Last Time.
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Rejoice in this, even though for a little while you may have to experience grief in various
trials. Even gold is tested for genuineness by fire. The purpose of these trials is so that
your trust’s genuineness, which is far more valuable than perishable gold, will be judged
worthy of praise, glory and honor at the revealing of YESHUA the MESSIAH.”
Peter talks of our faith, even though we have not seen Him, we still believe (we have not
seen the substitute of the ram with our own eyes) that the grace that has flowed will grant
us the inheritance.
One aspect that reaches backwards to the story of the binding of Isaac is the concept of
‘joy inexpressible’.
1 Peter 1:8-9 “Without having seen Him, you love Him. Without seeing Him now, but
trusting in Him, you continue to be full of joy that is glorious beyond words. And you are
receiving what your trust is aiming at, namely, your deliverance.”
There is no description of the joy / happiness of that day on the mountain top.
But, we certainly imagine how father Abraham felt … it was his son, his son that he loved,
the son of promise and now he lives.
What would you do / say and how would you celebrate?
We can imagine how Isaac felt … after all, he knew very little of this event until it unfolded
in front of his eyes, he has another chance to love to the potential of his life.
And we know of the sadness … Sarah knows that Abraham has left with her son, on the
journey that will see her son sacrificed and since the trip is at least (3 times 2 = 6 ) days
she would have felt the pain of the loss without any opportunity for relief.
Sarah DID not KNOW that the ram had been send, she knew nothing of this resurrection
of Isaac and therefore with heartache and pain, she dies.

86

Today we have faith in that final resurrection … we have hope and we have confidence!
Peter speaks of silver and gold – as earthly things that can fade away, but our faith
(founded on the proof / strength of the resurrection of Isaac) and even if tested in fire, will
give praise / glory and honour to Yeshua.
1 Peter 1.10 “The prophets, who prophesied about this gift of deliverance that was meant
for you, pondered and inquired diligently about it.”

PRACTICAL EXAMPLE 1
I like to look for stories that I can associate with this Feast and which carry the same
theme.
One such story is that of the deliverance of Jacob from his brother Esau.
You will recall that the brothers were at war. Or rather Esau was at war with Jacob. On the
way home, Jacob has this life-changing experience where he wrestles with GOD.
Genesis 32:24-25 “and Ya‘akov was left alone. Then some Man wrestled with him until
daybreak. When He saw that He did not defeat Ya‘akov, He struck Ya‘akov’s hip socket,
so that his hip was dislocated while wrestling with him.”
He will walk with a limp,
He will be a changed man after this encounter,
He will have a new Heavenly name, Israel … very much like the people who are part
of the persecuted church in Smyrna and the people who make up the church of
Philadelphia whose bear GOD's New Name on their lives.
Genesis 32:28 “Then the Man said, “From now on, you will no longer be called Ya‘akov,
but Isra’el; because you have shown your strength to both GOD and men and have
prevailed.”
He will reconcile with Esau,
And then go his separate way (set apart),
And he will live in a place called Sukkot - booths.
Genesis 33:17 “Ya‘akov went on to Sukkot, where he built himself a house and put up
shelters for his cattle. This is why the place is called Sukkot (shelters).”
(b) The 10th of Tishri ➛ the day of YOM KIPPUR
This day has come to symbolise the inner commitment to live a holy life, to accept that
GOD will judge every deed according to the intent of the heart and that repentance /
evidence of a changed lifestyle is the key to atonement.
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Clearly, it's not our works that provide atonement - that alone is the result of the Messiah
work on the cross.
However a life, as reflected to the boarder community, which does not reveal a changed
heart, is playing games.
How does Peter reveal this to us?

HOLY LIVING
Peter describes what ‘HOLY LIVING’ looks like (he neither speaks of a way of life)
Note:
We are not to become focused on ritual and traditions, nor are we to attempt to cover all of
our inactivity with the hope that ‘GRACE’ will be sufficient.
Holy is not piousness … it is a life reflecting the Attributes of GOD so that He gets the
glory.
This implies that there must be works.
Works that are reflected in these circumstances:
Husbands treating wives with honour
Wives being an equal-opposite to your husband
Men, respecting those that govern / that you work for
Fathers, shepherding the flock by serving them
Believers, by resisting the world / occult / paganism / and walking in a humble spirit
Living Stones - by being connected in love to the Body of Messiah.
1 Peter 1:13-16 “Therefore, get your minds ready for work, keep yourselves under control,
and fix your hopes fully on the gift you will receive when YESHUA the MESSIAH is
revealed. As people who obey GOD, do not let yourselves be shaped by the evil desires
you used to have when you were still ignorant. On the contrary, following the Holy One
who called you, become holy yourselves in your entire way of life; since the Tanakh
says,“You are to be holy because I am holy.”
We have listed a number of ‘DEEDS’ that Peter highlighted and probably for good reason.
I would submit to you that those same reasons are probably still very valid today.
Just in case you think that is the full list, let us consider this:
Yeshua summed it all up when He said ‘love your neighbour as yourself’. So you can
easily see that almost every possible good deed would fit into that list.
But let us work with Peter’s list, for now. Note, there are positive deeds, as well as some
renouncing to do. Obey the truth - all of it - and get rid of the things that will destroy
relationships on the other hand.
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Peter says …
1 Peter 1:22 “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth, so that you have
a sincere love for your brothers, love each other deeply, with all your heart.”
1 Peter 2:1-3 “Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice, of all deceit, hypocrisy and envy, and
of all the ways there are of speaking against people; and be like newborn babies, thirsty
for the pure milk of the Word; so that by it, you may grow up into deliverance. For you have
tasted that ADONAI is good.”

PRACTICAL EXAMPLE 2
Another Bible story which it seems to me, reveals the essence of living a holy life is the
story of the Exodus.
The people who believed, had partaken of the Passover meal, and who were ready to
depart, stepped into the wilderness journey with every intention of serving GOD.
They arrive at Mount Sinai, hear the Marriage proposal, and make the commitment to be
faithful. I think they fully intended to be holy.
Unfortunately, relationship needs time to build trust, to recognise that the other partner is
faithful.
They (the children of Israel need to build their own character) moving away from a slave
mentality to that of a son.
While the first generation do not make it (we can note for sure that their children did enter
the Land), they did build the Tabernacle, they did declare GOD as King over Jerusalem.
As this generation crosses the Jordan,
and builds the altar, they are recording
that they have implemented the principle
of being sojourners in the Land (living in a
booth) just as their fathers did that very
first day as they moved from Rameses to
Sukkot.
Exodus 12:37 “And the people of Israel
journeyed from Rameses to Sukkot, about
six hundred thousand men on foot,
besides women and children”
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(c) The 15th - 22nd of Tishri ➛ the dates for SUKKOT
Sukkot , as a Feast, contrasts the physical with the spiritual, that which is passing and will
come to an end, with that which is permanent and will last forever.
This Feast points backwards:
To the Garden of Eden Wedding between Adam and Eve
To the Wedding between GOD and the people of Israel at Mount Sinai
While,
at the same time pointing forward to the Wedding of the Lamb of GOD.
How does Peter reveal this contrast?

THE ENDURING WORD OF GOD
Peter uses some images to connect the stories in Exodus and Revelation with his
own interpretation, so that we can build a more complete picture of exactly what the
Feast of Tabernacles really is.
1 Peter 1:23 “You have been born again not from some seed that will decay, but from one
that cannot decay, through the Living Word of GOD that lasts forever.”
1 Peter 1:24-25 “For all humanity is like grass, all its glory is like a wildflower - the
grass withers, and the flower falls off; but the Word of ADONAI lasts forever.”
Moreover, this “Word” is the Good News which has been proclaimed to you.
1. THE BOOTHS TRANSFORM INTO THE LIVING STONE TABERNACLE
Peter, way back in the early stages, did not understand this process of moving from the
temporary to the permanent, from the physical to the spiritual.
During the lifetime of Yeshua, He is given the opportunity to experience this first hand …
He, together with 3 other disciples, get to go up onto what becomes known as the Mount
of Transfiguration.
Matthew 17:1-2 “Six days later, YESHUA took Kefa, Ya‘akov and his brother Yochanan
and led them up a high mountain privately. As they watched, He began to change form His face shone like the sun, and His clothing became as white as light.”
Peter gets taken up with this process.
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We are sure today that this happened around the time of the Feast of Tabernacles.
Peter sees that the Face of Yeshua shines like the sun.
He understands that something is happening.
At this point in time, he cannot fully grasp the transformation from the physical to the
spiritual domains.
So he continues to act in the physical.
How do we know that this is the time of Tabernacles?
The making of ‘BOOTHS’ is uppermost in Peter’s mind.

Matthew 17:4 “Kefa said to YESHUA, “Its good that we’re here, LORD. I’ll put up three
shelters if you want — one for You, one for Moshe and one for Eliyahu.”
When Peter … now in this portion of Scripture, is talking about the series of Feasts that
make up the end-time Harvest, he has grown in his thinking … he now understands that
the corruptible has been replaced with the incorruptible Seed!
He will go on to tell us of a further revelation … namely, that the Tabernacles of the
wilderness are replaced with a Heavenly Tabernacle.
His understanding of the booth on the mountain has now become …
1 Peter 2:6 “This is why the Tanakh says, “Look! I am laying in Tziyon a Stone, a
chosen and precious Cornerstone; and whoever rests his trust on it will certainly
not be humiliated.”
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1 Peter 2:7 “Now to you who keep trusting, he is precious.”

**NUGGET** One may ask? How did Peter make this transition? Maybe the answer
is in this verse. Maybe if we experience a ‘I heard GOD speak’ moment, we would be
transformed.
Matthew 17:5-6 “While He was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them; and a Voice
from the cloud said, “This is My SON, whom I Love, with whom I am well pleased. Listen to
Him!” When the talmidim heard this, they were so frightened that they fell face down on the
ground.”
As a follow-up thought:
We build “booths” today
Do you enter these with the expectation that Moses, Elijah, and Yeshua could be with
you on the mountain this year?
2. THE CLOUD OF GLORY WILL BE WITH THE END-TIME BELIEVERS
The initial description of this Feast tells us that we will dwell for SEVEN days under the
cloud!
Leviticus 23:43 “… so that generation after generation of you will know that I made the
people of Isra’el live in sukkot when I brought them out of the land of Egypt; I am ADONAI
your GOD.”
In Psalms, we read on occasions that (speaking of Sukkot) GOD will hide us in the days
of trouble, in His Shelter … it is in a booth.
Psalm 27:5 “For He will conceal me in His Shelter on the day of trouble, He will hide me in
the folds of His tent, He will set me high on a rock.”
In Revelation, John, using Tabernacle language, speaks of the shelter that we will
experience when GOD sits on that end-time Throne.
Revelation 7:15 “That is why they are before GOD's Throne. “Day and night they serve
Him in His Temple; and the One who Sits on the Throne will put His Sh’khinah upon them.”
Peter uses similar terminology, he says we are protected because the SPIRIT of Glory
rests on us.
1 Peter 4:14 “If you are being insulted because you bear the Name of the MESSIAH, how
blessed you are! For the Spirit of the Sh’khinah, that is, the Spirit of GOD, is resting on
you!
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3. WE WILL BE A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD AND THERE CAN BE NO OTHER STATUS
THAN EQUAL
One of the most powerful statements made by Peter, is the fact that we are ALL to be
priests in the new Living Stone Tabernacle.
1 Peter 1:1-2 “From: Kefa, an emissary of YESHUA the MESSIAH. To GOD's chosen
People, living as aliens in the Diaspora - in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, the province of
Asia, and Bythinia - chosen according to the foreknowledge of GOD the Father and set
apart by the Spirit for obeying YESHUA the MESSIAH and for sprinkling with His Blood:
Grace and shalom be yours in full measure.”
Clearly Peter understands that a transition has been made from the Levitical to the
Melchizedek Order.
This last transition from the physical to the spiritual, is incredibly powerful, simply to take
away the tradition set in place, and which men in charge of a congregation want to keep in
place, namely, that only a select group of people can enter the Tabernacle.
This tradition has made many people second class citizens, and more importantly, forced
women into submissive roles.

The degree that we are all equal must be supported by the experience of all people.
No where is this more clearly stated than by Paul who says “not man nor woman, not
Jew nor gentile - we are all equal.”
As equals, let us accept the call to be priests!
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Revelation 7:9-10 “After this, I looked; and there before me was a huge crowd, too large
for anyone to count, from every nation, tribe, people and language. They were standing in
front of the Throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palm
branches in their hands; and they shouted, “Victory to our GOD, who sits on the Throne,
and to the Lamb!”
Importantly, this transition has a place in the Sukkot Feast … it is a Wedding celebration.
Only this time its Yeshua as the Groom and all believers (male and female) AS THE
BRIDE.
4. WE WILL BE SOJOURNERS IN THIS WORLD
One of the powerful images of Sukkot, is this concept that man will move out of his home
of bricks and mortar … out of something permanent, and go to stay for seven days in a
booth / hut made from tree branches.
Living in a booth implies in a sense, that we are non-citizens … that we do not belong (and
that is true), we belong to another Kingdom, so we should live as if we are on that journey.
Having property on earth seems to suggest that we have our focus and interests on earth,
and accordingly our commitment to live in the booth takes us back to that frame of mind,
This image takes us all the way back to the 40 years in the wilderness … it reminds us of
the temporary nature of our travels during that time.
After we enter that Land of promise, although we are all allocated a specific piece of land
by tribe and family, we still understand that we are ‘sojourners’ as the Land always belongs
to GOD.

This Feast speaks of transition - of moving towards the Heavenly calling and it is found in
the wording used by Peter as follows:
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We are born again,
Yet we live a righteous life,
According to the Will of GOD.
1 Peter 4:5-6 “But they will have to give an account to Him who stands ready to Judge the
living and the dead. This is why He was proclaimed to those who have died; it was so that,
although physically they would receive the judgment common to all humanity, they might
live by the Spirit in the way that GOD has provided.”
Tabernacles speaks of ALL who have believed, being invited to the marriage supper
of the Lamb!
Peter now takes this deliverance, sojourner status a step further.
The New Testament translation uses the word “exile” - seemingly under judgment.
A look at the Strong’s Greek for 3927 reveals another understanding – far more in line with
that of the word sojourner.
i.

“one who comes from a foreign country into a city or land to reside there by the side
of the natives

ii. a stranger
iii. sojourning in a strange place, a foreigner
iv. in the NT metaphor, in reference to Heaven as the Native Country, One who
sojourns on earth”
Peter says “that we are set-apart Living Stones”!!
This implies that we must “look different” - different enough to be connected to the most
precious of all “Cornerstones”.
1 Peter 2:4-6 “As you come to Him, the Living Stone, rejected by people but chosen by
GOD and precious to Him, you yourselves, as Living Stones, are being built into a
Spiritual House to be cohanim set apart for GOD to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
Him through YESHUA the MESSIAH. This is why the Tanakh says, “Look! I am laying in
Tziyon a Stone, a chosen and precious Cornerstone; and whoever rests his trust on
it will certainly not be humiliated.”
**NUGGET** SET-APART PRIESTS IN THE LIVING STONE TABERNACLE WILL HAVE
THE MINDSET OF A SOJOURNER
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PRACTICAL EXAMPLE 3
The Bible story connected with Sukkot, which seems to me describes something about this
Feast is the battle that Gideon wages against the Midianites.
He gets the job to go to war, against this old foe of theirs, When the call goes out for men
to join in the fight, very few of the tribes contribute any men.
Gideon goes to war with about 32 000 men.
GOD however, asks him to send those who are scared, home (22 000 men leave).
GOD then asks him to send home all those who are not soldiers plus watchman (another 9
700 go home).
Judges 7:6 “And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths,
was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water.”
Gideon goes to war, they have a major success - however, some of the enemy withdraw
and retreat.
Judges 7:22 “Gid‘on’s men blew their 300 shofars, and ADONAI caused everyone in the
camp to attack his comrades; and the enemy fled beyond Beit-Sheetah near Tz’rerah, as
far as the border of Avel-M’cholah, by Tabat.”
Gideon follows through with the battle plan.
Judges 7:23-24 “Then men of Isra’el were summoned from Naftali, Asher, and both
regions of M’nasheh; and they pursued Midyan. Gid‘on sent messengers through all the
hills of Efrayim, with the message, “Come down and attack Midyan; and capture the rivers
before they get there, as far as Beit-Barah, and also the Yarden.”
However, and this is the lesson out of this story …
Gideon and his men are tired.
Judges 8:4 “By now Gid‘on and his three hundred men had come to the Yarden and
crossed over. They were exhausted but were still pursuing the enemy.”
They need rest and provisions … they ask for bread,
The men of Sukkot say – NO WAY,
In Sukkot he asked the people there, “Please give some loaves of bread to the men
following me, because they are exhausted, and I am pursuing Zevach and Tzalmuna
the kings of Midyan.” But the chiefs of Sukkot said, “You haven’t captured Zevach
and Tzalmuna yet, so why should we give bread to your army?”
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**NUGGET**
- We see that many will call themselves tribesmen, sons of Abraham.
- Even Yeshua in His days experiences this attitude
- His answer though leaves no room for doubt.
- Only those who do the works of Abraham, are sons / daughters of Abraham.
My lineage does not count.
My worldly successes do not count
All that matters ..,
✓ Am I a Son of Abraham by adoption through the works of Messiah
✓ And, I do the works of obedience that show the world that I have a circumcised
heart.
I submit that many will call themselves believers.
This little story tells me that not all of those tribesmen will form the BRIDE OF MESSIAH.
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FINAL THOUGHT
It seems to me, that if I connect Peter’s teaching to the events that happen around the city
of Sukkot, I find this amazing parallel. In both passages, Sukkot is connected with the
concepts of;
Deliverance
Holy Living AND
A set-apart people.
AMEN!!
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A Time to Speak Up
WE ARE APPROACHING THE FEAST OF SUKKOT 2017
The World has Literally Gone CRAZY!
We have wars everywhere, we have refugees moving thousands of kilometres to safety,
and we have the world system repeating the same mistakes, year after year.
Many years ago, just after the Israelites entered the Land and having failed to live out the
full mandate given to them:
Namely to seek out and destroy all of the inhabitants of Canaan,
To then allocate the Land and to build a Godly Kingdom,
They choose to turn over GOD's order and petition for a king.
They will seek a man who will do what ever they want—and so democracy is born ….
and, instead of bringing liberty, it has brought GOD's judgment as a result of the
choices which man makes.
You will see that almost always whenever the masses get together in agreement about a
point of order, you will find that the decision is somehow not Biblically, or morally correct.
They will couch the “laws” in lofty ideals and grand gestures, but at the heart of it, these
seldom pass the test of justice, compassion and humility .
Power, possessions and prestige have the ability to turn man’s mind from what is … just,
merciful and humble to that which is corrupted and unjust.
This state of affairs is not only found in the world, but also within the Body of Messiah,
where many have turned to the Bible as a source to gain power, prestige and possessions.
We no longer cry to YHVH, but instead seek to exploit others via the WORD.
We now ‘deal / trade’ with the Torah and we prey on man’s fears or insecurities.
Look at the following verse … GOD knows that many who profess to speak in His Name,
do so for personal gain.
Jeremiah 2:8 “The cohanim didn’t ask,
‘Where is ADONAI?’ Those who deal
with the Torah did not know Me,”

Passover, a few short months ago,
contained the SEED OF CHANGE.
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There is a reason why Paul takes us back to this Feast. It is the starting point. If we do
not start off by going in the correct direction, with our compass pointing true North, we
could easily get lost in the Wilderness that lies ahead.
We read in Parashah Bo of the final stages of the exit out of Egypt.
Let us set the context of the circumstances that create this first Passover,

1. There is a period of 3 days of unbelievable darkness.
This darkness is not described as dark without light, but absolute impregnable darkness.
We will understand this as a time without truth.
We will understand this as a time when falsehood / lies and deception reign supreme
We will describe this as a time of great fear of the unknown – as no one is able to
move—and no one knows when it will end.
Exodus 10:21-23 “ADONAI said to Moshe, “Reach out your hand toward the sky, and
there will be darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness so thick it can be felt!” Moshe
reached out his hand toward the sky, and there was a thick darkness in the entire land of
Egypt for three days. People couldn’t see each other, and no …“
There is, however, a miracle just around the corner … in every Israelite home and the area
of Goshen, there is light and everyone can see. One concept that seems hard to
understand is that you can have light, with an absolute boundary with darkness - this
image seems to suggest no in-between … no dusk or dawn.
“But all the people of Isra’el had light in their homes.”
Let us transform this imagery into end–time speech:
The kingdom of darkness is blinded ➛ they cannot see at all.
The Kingdom of GOD has the ability to see. (The question that one must be able to
answer though, is this … are you looking but not seeing, in other words seeing in the
natural with spiritual insight at all.)

2. There is one day of preparation
Moses will tell the people exactly what they must do on this Passover night - how they will
gather together, how they will eat the offering.
An interesting thought … we can prepare for however long we think, but the time to move is suddenly.
We need to be in a perpetual state of readiness.
For that reason, we are told that we should be sojourners … people who do not assimilate,
blend in, nor settle down permanently.
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The lesson that we see here is that people with possessions
struggle to be ready to move whenever the Cloud or the Fire
moves.
Exodus 12:1-5 “ADONAI spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the
land of Egypt; He said, “You are to begin your calendar with
this month; it will be the first month of the year for you.
Speak to all the assembly of Isra’el and say, ‘On the tenth
day of this month, each man is to take a lamb or kid for his
family, one per household — except that if the household is
too small for a whole lamb or kid, then he and his nextdoor neighbor should share one, dividing it in proportion to
the number of people eating it. Your animal must be
without defect, a male in its first year, and you may choose
it from either the sheep or the goats.”

Exodus 12:6-10 “You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of the month, and then the
entire assembly of the community of Isra’el will slaughter it at dusk. They are to take some
of the blood and smear it on the two sides and top of the door-frame at the entrance of the
house in which they eat it. That night, they are to eat the meat, roasted in the fire; they are
to eat it with matzah and maror. Don’t eat it raw or boiled, but roasted in the fire, with its
head, the lower parts of its legs and its inner organs. Let nothing of it remain till morning; if
any of it does remain, burn it up completely.”
Exodus 12:11 “Here is how you are to eat it: with your belt fastened, your shoes on your
feet and your staff in your hand; and you are to eat it hurriedly. It is ADONAI’s Pesach
[Passover].”

3. There is the night of the Firstborn / Passover / Exodus.
But this night will be different - although there is darkness, we will be able to “see” in the
light of the “full moon”
We know that there are going to be
dark times … trials and tribulations.
But, the confidence that is instilled in
those who celebrate Passover, is that
we know there is a bright moonlight
with which we can walk.
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We will keep the Passover.
At midnight, the judgment over the unredeemed firstborn will occur, and in the morning, we
will leave.
**NUGGET**
- On one side we have the absolute darkness of slavery
- On the other side we have the light of the future of the promises land - liberty.
- In between, we have a night with the full moon and the Passover Feast that becomes the
key to bring you in to the FUTURE - INTO THE PRESENT.

JOURNEY TO MY FUTURE
At every Passover we get to relive this experience … we can deal with the slavery in our
lives.
We must listen to YHVH for the directions of the journey that lies ahead.

I must ask for courage, wisdom, insight, understanding … the ability to lead.
Most importantly, I must ask for the words of my mouth to be counted diligently.

Passover is the “key” to the future …
It is here that we get to see our spiritual calling - but vision can get lost if my soul has not
heard the prophetic word.

BE STRONG AND TAKE COURAGE
And if my mind is not focused and my inner man strengthened, then it is easy to speak
WORDS of defeat / failure.
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I cannot …
a) Get into the wilderness and complain about water.
Exodus 17:1-2 “The whole community of the people of Isra’el
left the Seen Desert, traveling in stages, as ADONAI had
ordered, and camped at Refidim; but there was no water for
the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moshe,
demanding, “Give us water to drink!”

b) Get to Mount Sinai , say “I do” and then ask Moses to go to the Bridegroom in my
place.

Exodus 19:8 “All the people answered as one, “Everything ADONAI has said, we will do.”
Moshe reported the words of the people to ADONAI.”
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Exodus 19:16-18 “On the morning of the third day, there was thunder, lightning and a thick
cloud on the mountain. Then a shofar blast sounded so loudly that all the people in the
camp trembled. Moshe brought the people out of the camp to meet GOD; they stood near
the base of the mountain. Mount Sinai was enveloped in smoke, because ADONAI
descended onto it in fire — its smoke went up like the smoke from a furnace, and the
whole mountain shook violently.”
c) Get to the Promised Land and THEN lend my heart and voice to come in agreement
with spies who are to afraid to walk the full distance on this journey.
Numbers 14:36 “The men whom Moshe had sent to reconnoiter the land and who, when
they returned, made the entire community complain against him by giving an unfavorable
report about the land — “
**NUGGET** I need a mouth filled with words of faith / courage / legacy to establish
a SPIRITUAL principle that demands that our words and actions are VISIBLE.
Let us now turn to the story of Esther …
The children of Israel are far from the Promised Land. In fact, they have been afforded the
opportunity to return, but have decided to stay in this foreign land.
They have stopped living according to the dictates of the Torah.
And now, it seems that they even celebrate strange feasts, in strange temples.
Is there not something about this story that starts to ring bells?
The children of Israel in a foreign land
The children of Israel slaves / now under penalty of death
The children of Israel waiting for redemption.
Enter Mordecai…
And this is what he tells Esther …
You cannot be silent!!!!
If you don’t do something
someone else will help!!!
Your father’s house will be
destroyed.!!!!
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Esther 4:14 “For if you fail to speak up now, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews
from a different direction; but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows whether
you didn’t come into your royal position precisely for such a time as this.”

TWO FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS THAT DETERMINE MY FUTURE
(i)

Why is ‘silence’ such an issue?

(ii)

And how can silence destroy my father’s house?

To solve this question we have to turn to a passage from the Book of Numbers.
Numbers 30:11-16 “If a woman vowed in her husband’s house or obligated herself with an
oath; and her husband heard it but held his peace with her and did not express
disapproval, then all her vows and obligations will stand. But if her husband makes them
null and void on the day he hears them, then whatever she said, vows or binding
obligation, will not stand; her husband has voided them; and ADONAI will forgive her. Her
husband may let every vow and every binding obligation stand, or he may void it. But if her
husband entirely holds his peace with her day after day, then he confirms all her vows and
obligations; he must let them stand, because he held his peace with her on the day he
heard them. If he makes them null and void after he has heard them, then he will bear the
consequent guilt.”
Numbers 30:17 “These are the laws which ADONAI ordered Moshe between a man and
his wife, and between a father and his daughter, if she is a minor living in her father’s
house.”
Now before you jump up and down, let us look closer at some of these words used in
these two passages.
1. Both the girl Esther, in the story of king Achashverosh and the woman in Numbers are
called “na’arah”
2. The husband is told that he can act as soon as he hears of a vow - in the story, we see
Mordecai tells Esther (who is married to a pagan) that she, as the daughter of
Abraham, can annul her husband’s words!!
3. The husband is told, that he MUST take action or bear the consequences of the vow on
his household.
Now let us analyse these words carefully:

What am I doing if I remain silent in these circumstances?
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There are two main Hebrew words for “silence / silent” –
(i) Strong’s 1820 /1747 ➛ to be silent / to be quiet / to rest / to cease
This word clearly defines something, which is the opposite of noise / sound.
OR
(ii) The word used by Mordecai … Hebrew S2790 ➛ “kha-rash” which has the following
meanings:
To plow / engrave i.e. furrowed my back with stripes, to plow in iniquity, to reap
calamity
To be deaf and dumb, blunted, voluntary silence
To devise evil, to fabricate evil
This word for silence is clearly far more that the absence of sound, or the presence of
noise.

It is a silence, which allows evil to continue its merry way.
This concept / idea / principle continues today - the Jews in Germany during the Holocaust
wondered why their fellow-men said nothing.
Today, many disadvantaged people think the same thing when they watch the politicians
eat / drink and be merry, while they continue to suffer.
These words attributed to Edmund Burke are a stark reminder of the fickle nature of man.

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do
nothing.”
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Let us now turn our attention to the word used in the story from Numbers which speaks to
the concept of:
annulling / cancelling / voiding a vow
(i) “Oppose” Hebrew Strong’s 5106 ➛ “nu” with these meanings (nûwʼ, noo);
a primitive root
to refuse
forbid
dissuade
neutralize: break, disallow, discourage, make of none effect
to hinder, hold back, forbid, disallow, restrain, frustrate
(Qal) to hinder, hold back
(Hiphil) to restrain, forbid, frustrate / to restrain, make averse, discourage
(ii) “Void” ➛ Hebrew Strong’s 6565 (pârar / paw-rar’)
a primitive root
to break up (usually figuratively)
i.e., to violate, frustrate
any ways, break (asunder)
cast off
cause to cease
clean
defeat
dis-annul
disappoint
dissolve,
divide
make of none effect
fail
frustrate,
bring (come) to nought
utterly
make void
AND now let us compare this to the
hidden word in the story of Esther …
the word Purim.
Esther 9:26 “This is why these days
have been called Purim, after the
w o r d p u r. T h u s , b e c a u s e o f
everything written in this letter, and
what they had seen concerning this
matter, and what had come upon
them,”
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Purim can mean ‘lots’ or it can mean …
Hebrew Strong’s 6331 ➛ “pur” (pûwr)
poor
a primitive root
to crush
break, bring to nought, utterly take
Can you see the parallel that has been drawn for us between these two passages.
Where has this brought us?

We are on a journey to fulfil a calling!!
The wilderness trials and the giants wait for us.
There are giants today … we work with people who are part of the Genesis 6 project. The
giants are called Nephilim in the Bible and they have a major spiritual impact in the world
today.
Giants can also be man-made concepts (human rights, humanism, etc) that are NOT
founded on any principles in the Bible, and which gain acceptance for two reasons:
(i) We remain silent and
(ii) The masses (democracy) gets to paint their whitewash of compromise over us with a
nice thick layer of icing.
At Passover we transformed from slave to potential … from potential to legacy.
If you remain silent and let the world determine your future, your house will be destroyed.
Does Yeshua not
say build your
home on the rock?
Indeed, we are not
to be focused on the
physical home, but
rather on the family
and, it is this home
of children that we
want to protect,
preserve and
present to GOD as
a Holy offering.
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Do you have words and deeds that form … ??
A LASTING LEGACY
Are you someone that is prepared to live on the edge, knowing that GOD has given
you vision … are you the man / woman to be the first to have taken on and
completed what everybody thought was an impossible task?
Are you the man to show others that the impossible is possible?
Do you encourage all others to reach for their own star / dream?

A LEGACY OF HOPE
Are you someone who stands up for the orphan, the widow, and the downtrodden?
Are you someone that fights for JUSTICE for all?
Hope is believing in the inherent good that is inside of everyone.
Hope looks for potential at every level of society, not only the cream of the crop.
Have you stopped giving hope to the porter in the hospital / the messenger in the bank, the
beggar on the street corner?
Each one of these has something of a better / bigger / higher purpose than where they are
right now.
John 21:15-17 “When they had finished breakfast, JESUS said to Simon Peter, “Simon,
son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, LORD; You know
that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon,
son of John, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, LORD; You know that I love You.” He
said to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you
love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” and
he said to Him, “LORD, You know everything; You know that I love You.” JESUS said to
him, “Feed My sheep.”

A LEGACY OF FAITH
Are you a Caleb, or maybe Caleb’s daughter, that asks to be given the city on the hill
where the giants stay.
A legacy of faith starts when your child rides the bicycle for the first time, when you have to
run alongside, when you have to let go, and when you have to shout “GO FOR IT I am
right alongside of you.”
Faith is built in small deeds of TRUST.
Have you ever considered the fact that Yeshua needed to hear words of affirmation?
GOD says – well done!
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Mark 1:11 “And a Voice came from Heaven, “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well
pleased.”
Mark 9:7 “And a cloud overshadowed them, and a Voice came out of the cloud, “This is
My beloved Son; listen to Him.”

A LEGACY OF INNOVATION
Are you the one with new ideas that will heal the sick—feed the starving—are you the one
who can reveal what it is like to have dominion and be a good steward at the same time?
Consider that GOD often uses the weak and the scared to do great things—what does that
tell you?
That you have what it takes to be successful …
And we may be concerned about making mistakes …
Look how many times the Israelites fail - as long as it is a mistake in trying to achieve the
goal – you can keep on going around the mountain as many times as you like.
If you doubt your calling, think of Gideon:

Judges 6:34 “But the Spirit of the LORD clothed Gideon, and he sounded the trumpet,
and the Abiezrites were called out to follow him.”
Judges 7:4-5 “And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them
down to the water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you,
‘This one shall go with you,’ shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one
shall not go with you,’ shall not go.” So he brought the people down to the water. And the
LORD said to Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you
shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink.”
Judges 7:7 “And the LORD said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I will save you
and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.”
YOU NEED TO HAVE TOTAL CONFIDENCE … in that which you believe GOD has called
you to be.

A LEGACY OF LOVE
Are you the one to LOVE GOD and love YOUR NEIGHBOUR EQUALLY?
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A FINAL THOUGHT
DO YOU STILL HAVE THE VISION OF THE CALLING FROM PASSOVER BURNING
CLEARLY IN YOUR HEART?
You see we need those who have vision, courage, and the spoken Word of faith that will
see;
The desert without water
The barren earth without fruit trees
The rocky landscape without houses
And will still choose NOT TO complain about the thirst, the same food daily, the heat and
the cold.
But you will choose to proclaim – This Succoth I bring a First Fruits offering of the promise
that You gave to me.

NEW TESTAMENT APPLICATION: THE BLIND SEE

There were many who started the wilderness journey with physical sight – yet died in the
wilderness without seeing the promised legacy.
In Yeshua's day there were those who also could not see, in the physical, yet when they
were healed they refused to be silent and shouted out.
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Luke 18:35-43 “As YESHUA approached Yericho, a blind man was sitting by the road,
begging. When he heard the crowd going past, he asked what it was all about; and they
told him, “YESHUA from Natzeret is passing by.” He called out, “YESHUA! Son of David!
Have pity on me!” Those in front scolded him in order to get him to shut up, but he shouted
all the louder, “Son of David! Have pity on me!” YESHUA stopped and ordered the man to
be brought to Him. When he had come, YESHUA asked him, “What do you want Me to do
for you?” The blind man said, “Lord, let me be able to see.” YESHUA said to him, “See
again! your trust has healed you!” Instantly he received his sight and began following
Him, glorifying GOD; and when all the people saw it,”

SILENCE … NO!!!!!!!

to GOD
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