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I. Clouds & Fire 
The Intensity of  the Cloud and the Fire of  YHVH 

In the desert hills close to Jerusalem, a shepherd boy’s stone breaks an earthen jar 
revealing the treasures in the Qumran caves. 

The Essenes, disappointed with the religious system in Jerusalem, move down close to 
the Dead Sea and build a community of believers who try to live a pure, virtuous, and holy 
life.  

In the pieces of scroll that we have, we find their version of the Biblical calendar and the 
Feast of First Fruits.  

Note: 

This calendar promotes a solar model instead of the lunar model. 

We will also see that people will try to promote this by ascribing the current calendar as 
being under  the Babylonian influence  

I am not in agreement with this model, but find their thinking on First Fruits at least 
something to consider. 

We should be open to ideas - but continue to test everything.   

I have printed a portion of  an article from the “TheTorah.com” 

“The Temple Scroll and the 150-Day First Produce Cycle” 

A major part of the Essene agenda was the correct interpretation of scripture. One of their 
scrolls found in two copies, 11Q19 (or 11QTa) and 11Q20 (or 11QTb), better known as the 
Temple Scroll, rewrites the book of Deuteronomy to cast it as God’s instructions to Moses 
on Mt. Sinai that would present a correct halakhic reading of all issues covered in the 
book.(11) 

To ensure that the laws presented in the Temple Scroll are complete, the author gathered 
all texts from the Torah on a particular topic into one place and synthesizes them, thus 
functioning as early example of halakhic codification, a genre that will become familiar and 
even dominant in later Rabbinic and Karaite halakhic works. 

In this case, the Temple Scroll rewrote the holiday calendar to harmonize Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy and to lay out its understanding of the “count fifty days till the bikkurim” 
passage.  Remarkably, it understood this as a command that needed to be fulfilled three 
times, one for each of the three main agricultural products. 

To see exactly how this worked literarily and exegetically, we will take a look at some key 
parts of the presentation of each of these three holidays in the Temple Scroll.(12) 
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The Wheat Festival: Shavuot (15th of Sivan) 

In addition to the unique orthographic elements of Qumran texts (such as the plene 
spelling and the addition of a final hey in many words), the text adds the explicit statement 
that the holiday is about wheat (חטים). The text continues with a detailed description of the 
required sacrifices and concludes with: 

The Temple Scroll solves a number of exegetical issues here. First, Leviticus never 
actually says that Bikkurim is the name of the day (though this appears in Numbers), it 
only states that on this day bikkurim are brought. Moreover, Leviticus never says that this 
day is a חג  (holiday), only that the day will be “proclaimed holy.” The Temple Scroll, 
however, understands Leviticus to be saying that this holy day is a holiday (חג) and that it 
is named Bikkurim. 

Moreover, the Temple Scroll solves the problem of the holiday’s different names (in the 
same way the verse in Numbers did). Deuteronomy calls this day Shavuot, and Leviticus 
(in the Temple Scroll’s understanding) calls it Bikkurim. The Temple Scroll asserts that the 
holiday has two names: it is the holiday of Shavuot and the holiday of Bikkurim. 

יח:י …וספרתה  (לכם) ֗ש֗ב֗ע 
֗ש֗ב֗תות תמימות מיום הביאכמה 

את העומר (התנופה תס)פורו עד 
ממוחרת השבת השביעית תספורו 

(חמשים) יום. והביאותמה מנחה 
חדשה ליהוה ממושבותיכמה  

(חלות) ֗ל֗חם חמץ חדש בכורים 
ליהוה לחם חטים…

You shall count off (for yourselves) seven 
complete Sabbaths, from the day on which 
you fetch the sheaf(13) (of the wave offering 
you shall c)ount until the day after the 
seventh Sabbath, you shall count off (fifty) 
days. And you shall fetch a new cereal 
offering to YHVH from your villages, (loaves 
of) new leavened bread, first-fruits for YHVH: 
wheaten bread… (18:10-14)

…ואחר (יאכלו כול) (הע)ם לחם 
חדש אביבות ומלילות, והיה היֹו(ם 

הזה להמה) (לזכרון(14) חוקות 
עו)לם לדורותם כו֗ל מלאכת 
ע֗בֹו(דה לוא) (יעשו בו חג) 

֗שבועו֗ת הוא וחג בכורים לזכרון 
לעו֗ל(ם).

…Afterwards (all the peo)ple (will eat) new 
bread, ears of grain and soft grain, and this 
da(y) will be (for them an ete)rnal (memorial) 
for their generations. They shall do no 
men(ial) work, (for) it is (the feast of w)eeks 
and the feast of the first-fruits for etern(al) 
memorial…(19:7-9)
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The Wine Festival (3rd of Av) 

Whereas Leviticus 23 moves next to discuss the festival on the first of the seventh month 
(what eventually became known in the Jewish calendar as Rosh Hashanah), the Temple 
scroll continues with its second set of fifty days, this time from Shavuot until the next 
holiday, which is the wine festival: 

In this passage, the Temple Scroll flattens another difference between Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy, this time one of phraseology.(15) Leviticus refers to the seven weeks as שבע 
שבתות  (literally “seven sabbaths”) and Deuteronomy calls them שבעות  seven“ ,שבעה 
weeks.” Just as it did with the double name of Shavuot in the previous passage, the 
Temple Scroll here includes both terms. 

This also has the effect of harmonizing what might be conflicting dates for the festival 
between these two sources. Leviticus states that the holiday of Shavuot should be 
celebrated after the seven weeks, on the fiftieth day, but Deuteronomy merely says count 
seven weeks. It is unclear whether this means the holiday should be on the 49th day or the 
50th. By combining the terms here and explicitly referencing fifty days, the Temple Scroll 
makes Deuteronomy and Leviticus cohere. 

This set of counting culminates in the wine festival, which it describes at length: 

) ו(֗ס֗פ֗ר֗ת֗מ֗ה לכמה מיום 
הביאכמה את המנחה חדשה 
ליה֗ו(ה) (את) ֗ל֗ח֗ם ֗הבכורים 
שבעה שבועות שבע שבתות 

תמימות (תהיינה) ע֗ד ממוחרת 
השבת השביעית תספורו חמשים 

יום ו(ה)֗ק(ר)֗בתמה יין חדש 
לנסך…

(And) you shall count off for yourselves from 
the day on which you carried to YHW(H) the 
new cereal offering, the bread of the first-
fruits, seven weeks; (there will be) seven full 
weeks (up) to the day after the seventh 
sabbath. You shall count off fifty days, and 
(y)ou (shall) o(f)fer new wine for the 
libation… (19:11-14)

(··הכוהנ)֗ים ישתו שמה ראישונים והלוי֗י֗ם 
(שניים) (ואחריהמה ישתו כול בני 

יש)ראל נשי֗אי הדגלים בר(אי)שונ(ה) 
(ונשיא העדה ברא)֗שם. ואחריהמה כול 
העם מגדול (ו)עד (קטן) יחלו לשתות יין 

חדש. ו֗ל֗אכול ענבים ובוסר מן הגפנים 
(כי) (ביו)ם הזה י(כפ)רו על התירוש.

(…the priests shall) drink there first 
and the Levites (second) (and after 
them all the Israeli)tes; the princes of 
the banners fir(s)t (and the prince of 
the people at their he(ad), and after 
them all the people, from the oldest (t)o 
(the youngest) shall begin to drink new 
wine and to eat grapes and the unripe 
fruit from the vines, (because) (on this 
da)y they shall atone for the new wine.

וישמחו בני ישראל לפ(ני) יהוה (חוקות) 
֗ע֗ו֗לם לדורותיהמה בכול מושבותיהמה 

ושמחו ב֗י(ום) ֗ה֗ז֗ה ֗במועד(ם ו)לנסך נ֗סך 
שכר יין חדש על מזבח יהוה שנה בש֗נ֗ה.

The children of Israel shall rejoice in 
YHVH’s pre(sence). It is an eternal 
(statute) for their generations in all their 
dwelling places. They shall rejoice on 
(this d)ay at the appointed ti(me when) 
they shall pour out a libation of drink, a 
new wine, over the altar of YHVH, year 
by year. (21:4-10)
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The ritual of the day includes the drinking of wine beginning with the priests and moves 
down the social hierarchy. After this ritual, the new wine may be drunk and grapes 
consumed. This is in keeping with the law of new grain (Lev 23:14), which can only be 
consumed after the offering of the first sheaf (omer). 

The text describes this as “atoning” (כפר) for the wine, a word which only appears with 
regard to Yom HaKippurim in the Leviticus 23. Here it seems meant to explain the 
permission granted the Israelites to consume the new produce (in this case wine), which 
was ostensibly forbidden until this festival, just as Leviticus prescribes for grain. 

The Oil Festival (22nd of Ellul) 

Finally, the text describes a third fifty-day cycle, counting from the wine festival to the oil 
festival: 

Again we see the same mixing of Leviticus and Deuteronomy terminology we saw in the 
wine festival. The text continues by describing the rituals of the oil celebration: 

The anointing is an atonement, permitting the use of the new olives. 

Following the Oil Festival is the Ritual Wood offering, that lasts six days (23rd - 28th of 
Ellul), and which also doesn’t appear in the Torah. These festivals end only three days 
before the first of the seventh month, which is the Festival of Teruah (now known as Rosh 
Hashanah), thereby sanctifying the entire spring and summer harvest system with bikkurim 
festivals. 

וספ֗ר(תמ)ה (לכ)֗ם מיו֗ם הזה שבעה 
שבעות שבע פעמים תשעה וארבע֗ים יום 

שב֗ע שבתות תמימות תהיינה עד 
ממוחרת השבת השביעית תספורו 
חמשים יום. והקרבתמה שמן חדש 

ממשבות (מ)טות ב֗נ(י יש)ר֗אל מחצית 
ההין אחד מן המטה, שמן חדש כתית 
(ויקריבו את ראשית ה)֗יצהר על מזבח 

העולה, בכורים לפני יהוה…

From this day (you) shall count off (for 
yourselves) seven times seven weeks. 
There will be forty-nine days, seven full 
weeks, up to the day after the seventh 
sabbath. You shall count off fifty days 
and you shall offer new oil from the 
dwelling places of the clans of the 
so(ns of Is)rael half a hin, one per clan, 
refined new oil, and they shall bring the 
first of the oil on to the altar of burnt-
offerings, first produce (bikkurim) 
before YHVH…  (21:11-16)

…אחר יואכלו ויסוכו מן השמן החדש ומן 
הזתים כי ביום הזה יכפרו  (ע)֗ל (כו)֗ל 

(יצ)֗הר הארץ לפני יהוה פעם אחת בשנה. 
וישמחו ֗כ֗ו֗ל (ב)ני ֗ישראל בכול 

(מושבותיהמה לפני יהוה חוק עולם 
לדורותיהמה).

…Afterwards they shall eat and they 
shall anoint themselves with the new 
oil and with the olives because on this 
day they shall atone (fo)r (al)l (the oi)l 
of the land before YHVH once a year. 
And they shall rejoice all the sons of 
Israel in all (their dwelling places 
before YHVH. It is an eternal statute 
for their generations.) (22:14-15)(16)
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Daily Fresh Oil for the MENORAH 

I do not want to debate the merits of the  Essene thinking. I merely point out that there is 
possibly more to the concept of oil in the Bible than that which we take at first glance 

This Sukkot (2018), could be different. 

However, the concept of mankind bringing “fresh oil daily “ to be burned in the Menorah 
is a Commandment and I submit that there is something in that action - of fresh oil daily  - 
which will make Sukkot different and more powerful. 

We should therefore be considering:  

What this means in the physical domain?  
And how would we apply this in the spiritual domain?  

(a) Clouds and fire are combined in a number of passages. 

- In Exodus 13, we see that this is the way that YHVH Guides His People  
- In Exodus 14, we see that this is the way that YHVH Protects His People  
- In Exodus 33, we see that this is the way the YHVH reveals His Presence to His 

People  
- In Exodus 40, we see that this is the way that YHVH reveals His Glory to His 

People 

(b) However the apostles tell us something new. 

The Holy Spirit will do all of these things … (and much more) 

I have not listed all of the passages, but suggest that you make a full study of this. 

John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My Name, He 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.’ 

2 Timothy 1:14 “By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit 
entrusted to you.” 

Titus 3:5 “He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according 
to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,” 

CONNECTING THE CLOUDS / FIRE, THE MENORAH AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

All of the attributes of YHVH’s actions listed above - namely, to guide, to protect, to reveal 
His glory and Presence, are revealed in the analogy of the Cloud by day and the Fire by 
night … point to His Covenant in operation. 
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All of the attributes of the Holy Spirit points man to YHVH by revealing to us the actions 
that will put His Covenant into operation.  

QUESTION? 

How do we as believers reveal YHVH’s Covenant operating in our lives to the 
masses of the world outside of our direct community?


For me to understand that, I turn to the Menorah!! 

Is it not interesting that a few years ago, in a cave near Judean Shephelah, they 
discovered an image chiselled into the wall of the cave. 
 

It depicts on one side the 
original seven-arm menorah 
and, on the other side, an 
image of the Cross. 

A n d t h e r e i s t h i s 
Commandment, coupled to the 
Menorah that stands out … it 
is something that we all have 
to Sh’ma – hear and do. 

Leviticus 24:1-4 “ADONAI said to Moshe, “Order the people of Isra’el to bring you pure 
oil from crushed olives for the light, to keep lamps burning always. Outside the 
curtain of the testimony in the tent of meeting, Aharon is to arrange for the light to be kept 
burning always from evening until morning before ADONAI; this is to be a permanent 
regulation through all your generations.  4 He is always to keep in order the lamps 
on the pure Menorah before ADONAI.” 

It takes me back to the BURNING BUSH event … to a living Menorah, where Moses came 
to understand that while YHVH may reveal Himself in the physical, He functions in the 
spiritual realm.  

The Menorah reveals the Light of YHVH in us. 

In 1931, on the last day of Chanukah, the wife of Rabbi Posner, who in 1934 left the 
German town of Kiel to go to Israel - taking his whole congregation with him, took a photo. 
In their window you will see the Menorah!! 
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On the opposite side of the road, on a building hangs the 
Nazi flag! 

Day and night  
Light and darkness 

CONSIDER THIS … 

What is the Menorah? 
What would its spiritual meaning be? 

The Menorah is mentioned quite a few times throughout 
the Bible. 

It’s probably a good idea to review most of those Menorah 
events to see if there is a common thought, or pattern. 

1. The first Menorah that we see, although it’s not called that, is in the story of Moses and 
the burning bush. 

We see an object that makes up the lamp, and a fuel that never seems to burn up, 
and the declaration that this is Holy ground  

2. The second description that we find is in Exodus—where the artefacts of the 
Tabernacle are described 

Exodus 25: 31-40 “You are to make a Menorah of pure gold. It is to be made of 
hammered work; its base, shaft, cups, ring of outer leaves and petals are to be of one 
piece with it. It is to have six branches extending from its sides, three branches of the 
menorah on one side of it and three on the other. On one branch are to be three cups 
shaped like almond blossoms, each with a ring of outer leaves and petals; likewise on the 
opposite branch three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with a ring of outer leaves 
and petals; and similarly for all six branches extending from the menorah. On the central 
shaft of the menorah are to be four cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with its ring 
of outer leaves and petals. Where each pair of branches joins the central shaft is to be a 
ring of outer leaves of one piece with the pair of branches — thus for all six branches. The 
rings of outer leaves and their branches are to be of one piece with the shaft. Thus the 
whole menorah is to be a single piece of hammered work made of pure gold. Its 
tongs and trays are to be of pure gold. The menorah and its utensils are to be made of 
sixty-six pounds of pure gold. See that you make them according to the design being 
shown you on the mountain.” 

There is something quite important that is said here … the lamps give their light towards 
the front. 

Exodus 25:37 “Make seven lamps for the Menorah, and mount them so as to give light 
to the space in front of it.’” 
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One gets the idea that this is not an ordinary candle that throws its light in every direction, 
pushing away at the darkness  

Instead we get the idea that the light from all of the candles / bowls is focused towards one 
central point. 

Since we know that the Tabernacle is Holy ground, we can then conclude that this ONE 
LIGHT points to the Messiah and the Covenant. 

3. The third description that we find is in the words of the prophet Zechariah. 

Zechariah 4:1-6 “Then the angel that had been speaking with me returned and roused 
me, as if he were waking someone up from being asleep, and asked me, “What do you 
see?” I answered, “I’ve been looking at a menorah; it’s all of gold, with a bowl at its top, 
seven lamps on it, and seven tubes leading to the lamps at its top. Next to it are two 
olive trees, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on its left.” I then asked 
the angel speaking with me, “What are these, my Lord?” The angel speaking with me said, 
“Don’t you know what these are?” I said, “No, my Lord.” Then he answered me, “This is 
the word of ADONAI to Z’rubavel: ‘Not by force, and not by power, but by my Spirit,’ 
says ADONAI-Tzva’ot.” 

Once again something quite important is highlighted here. 

i) First of all, there is a bowl on top of the Menorah that creates a reservoir or a fountain 
of oil - an endless supply as it were directly from the two olive trees. 
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ii) Secondly, there are 7 pipes that lead to each bowl or lamp. Since there are 7 lamps, 
this means that there are 49 pipes. 

Does this not point us in the direction of the counting of the 7 Shemitah’s  so that we can 1

enter into the year of Jubilee? 

It seems to suggest that there is a perfect supply of oil, which in turn leads us to think 
about the Holy Spirit, the Prefect Supplier of all of our needs here on earth.  

4. The forth description that we find is that in the Book of Revelation  

Revelation 11:4 “These are the two olive trees and the two Menorahs standing before 
the Lord of the earth.” 

Once again we find the idea of a continuous supply of oil—the lamps are connected to two 
olive trees – these two olive trees prophetically represent the final two end-time prophets .. 
We understand from the bible that they are mandated directly by YHVH and operate 
exactly as He requires, in other words are being feed by a direct supply of Godly oil  

Summary 

What are the elements that come up time and again? 

Continuously supply of oil … provided by YHVH 
Light which is focused, burning continuously  
Holy ground  

Now Humans get involved 

We read the following … 

That it is the humans who must bring the fresh oil…. 

Questions?  

How can this be? 

(i) Will the oil be pure?  
(ii) Will we always produce it on time?  
(iii) Will we focus the light towards one central point?  
(iv) Will we keep the ground Holy? 

 A Shemitah: in the same way that God institutes a 7 day week, with the final day being the 1

Shabbat, so to does He institute a cycle of 7 years, with the final one being the Shemitah. This 
year follows the same pattern as the Shabbat - only it is a year of rest.
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YET THIS SEEMS TO BE YHVH’s PLAN 

In the Book of Revelation, John describes the returning of the Messiah as a Conquering 
King. 

And immediately we are drawn to the concept of the 7 Menorahs, but 
It is the words that follow which should focus our attention. 

The seven Menorahs are connected to the seven churches!! 
  

Revelation 1:9-11 “I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and 
the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the 
Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard 
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to 
the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to 
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 

Revelation 1:12-16 “Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands One like a Son 
of Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around His chest. The hairs of His 
Head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, His Feet 
were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and His Voice was like the roar of many 
waters. In His Right Hand He held seven stars, from His Mouth came a sharp two-edged 
Sword, and this Face was like the sun shining in full strength.” 

Revelation 1:17-20 “When I saw Him, I fell at His Feet as though dead. But He laid His 
Right Hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the First and the Last, and the Living One. I 
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. Write 
therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place 
after this. As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in My Right Hand, and the 
seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches.” 

Clearly mankind is expected to produce fresh oil … not so much for the ceremonial 
lighting of the physical Menorah, but more importantly, for lighting the Spiritual Light of 
YHVH’s Glory in the Body of Messiah. 

The Tabernacle light (although from the oil of olives)) had supernatural attributes. 

One can sense that this oil / light was a mirror reflection of the Holy Spirit. 

In the Book of Isaiah we find the following description of the attributes of this continuous 
fire. 

Isaiah 11:2 “The Spirit of ADONAI will rest on him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and power, the Spirit of knowledge and fearing ADONAI.” 
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Let us list these in more detail and then I will add the seven churches in the exact order 
that they appear.  

We are trying to understand the full context of the Menorah, the Holy Spirit and what the 
end time message is for the Body of Messiah - they are called to walk as a set-apart nation 
of Holy priests.  

Somehow we need to look different to the world - just as the Cloud by day and 
the pillar of Fire by night separated the Israelites from the rest of the world, so 
should we be visibly different.


This passage speaks to that end-time Bride of Messiah. 

It tells us what attributes to watch out for that will extinguish the image of the Cloud 
and the Fire.  

Paul, the man who spent most of his life in ministry and many years in these towns, as well 
as commissioning people like Timothy to work here as well, will probably be shocked at the 
words recorded by John.  

�  
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All of these towns are to be found today. 

They are all in a small radius from one another, in present day Turkey.  
The “church” in these towns is non-existent. 
The Muslims, radical at that, rule here today!!   

So in the physical, the set-apart, royal priesthood has been destroyed!!! 

The question is … has the spiritual, set-apart, royal priesthood learnt these 
lessons, and can we see the Cloud and the Fire? 
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The Seven Spirits of  YHVH and the Seven Churches 

 

The Seven Spirits The Seven Churches

1. Spirit of ADONAI (YHVH) Church of Ephesus (desirable)

2. Spirit of Wisdom Church of Smyrna  (myrrh)

3. Spirit of Understanding Church of Pergamum

4. Spirit of Counsel Church of Thyatira (sweet savour of labour)

5. Spirit of Strength / Might Church of Sardis (renewal)

6. Spirit of Knowledge Church of Philadelphia (brotherly love)

7. Spirit of the Fear of ADONAI (YHVH) Church of Laodicea
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1. The Spirit of Adonai (Yehovah) speaks of: 

- The Holy Spirit, and 
- The Authority / Power of YHVH   

Church of  Ephesus (desirable) 

Revelation 2:2-3 “I know your deeds and your toil, and your patient endurance, and that 
you cannot tolerate those who are evil, and have tested and critically appraised those who 
call themselves apostles (special messengers, personally chosen representatives, of 
Christ), and (in fact) are not, and have found them to be liars and impostors; and (I know 
that) you (who believe) are enduring patiently and are bearing up for My Name’s sake, and 
that you have not grown weary (of being faithful to the truth).”  

This “church” is known by its works (we are saved by grace, but saved to serve 
(Ephesians 2:8-10). 

Ephesians 2:8-10 “For you have been delivered by grace through trusting, and even this 
is not your accomplishment but God’s gift.  You were not delivered by your own actions; 
therefore no one should boast. For we are of God’s making, created in union with the 
Messiah Yeshua for a life of good actions already prepared by God for us to do.”  

This  “church” is also known by its Fruit of the Spirit - patience and the quest to “test” all 
things against the benchmark of the BIBLE. 

What is destroying the Fire and the Cloud? 

They have allowed the spirit of Nicolaitans to enter in. 

Revelation 2:6 “Yet you have this (to your credit), that you hate the works and corrupt 
teachings of the Nicolaitans (that mislead and delude the people), which I also hate.” 

What is this? 

The word “Nicolaitan” is made up of two parts … Nico means “to conquer” and the laitan 
means “people”. 

It’s quite clear that the problem identified is that of the abuse of pastoral leadership – 
where power is taken or surrendered to man and where positions of leadership become a 
right to control, or a rulership situation. 

  
Man-made rules and tradition of man become the legalistic requirement.  
Structures that reflect the military or business world become the norm.  
Any intermediary structure (the Levites or the pastor that interfere with direct intimacy 
reflect this spirit). 
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You have “left” your first love!! 
  

Revelation 2:4 “But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at 
first.” 

2. The Spirit of Wisdom (chokmah) speaks of: 

- Ethics and Godly values 
- Pragmatic implementation of Biblical principles in everyday circumstances  
- GODLY Plans to negate the works of the enemy 

Church of  Smyrna  … “myrrh” 

Again, a “church” that is known for its works, long suffering and poverty.  (It seems that 
they are financially not well off, but that they have the courage to persevere through the 
hard times.) 

Revelation 2:9 “I know your suffering and your poverty (but you are rich), and how you are 
blasphemed and slandered by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan (they are Jews only by blood, and do not believe and truly honor the 
GOD whom they claim to worship).” 

What is destroying the Fire and the Cloud? 

The giving way to fear … 

You must not fear the suffering that will come. 

Revelation 2:10 “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have 
tribulation.” 

3. The Spirit of Understanding (bignah) speaks of; 

- Justice and fair judgements 
- Discernment in widely differing opinions  

Church of  Pergamum 

What we find at this church is that they exist in the midst of idolatry, and serpent 
worship … 

Revelation 2:13 “I know where you dwell, (a place) where Satan sits enthroned. Yet you 
are holding fast to My Name, and you did not deny My Faith even in the days of Antipas, 
My Witness, My Faithful One, who was killed (martyred) among you, where Satan dwells.” 
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They open their lives to two sins. 

Nicolaitans and,  
Balaam  

Revelation 2:14-15 “But I have a few things against you, because you have there some 
(among you) who are holding to the (corrupt) teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put 
a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, (enticing them) to eat things that had been 
sacrificed to idols and to commit (acts of sexual) immorality. You also have some who in 
the same way are holding to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.”  

We have already explained what the first one was - the abuse of authority by church 
leaders. 
  
Balaam is the spirit that expresses itself with statements such as … “we are saved by 
grace, and now you can live just like you want to” —that pretends to represent YHVH  

What is destroying the Fire and the Cloud? 

Their failure to deal with heretics in their midst. 

1 Timothy 1:3 “As I urged you when I was on my way to Macedonia, stay on at Ephesus 
so that you may instruct certain individuals not to teach any different doctrines,” 
  
You must deal with mixed seed / false  teaching!  

Revelation 2:14-15 “But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold 
the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of 
Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. So 
also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.” 

4. The Spirit of Counsel (etsah) speaks of: 

- GODLY advice in matters of life … family, marriage, business, careers  
- Practical planning that makes full use of the talents that YHVH has given us  

Church of  Thyatira … “sweet savour of  labour” 

Once again this “church” is acclaimed for their goods works, their charity and service, 
their faith and their patience.  

Revelation 2:19 “I know your deeds, your love and faith and service and patient 
endurance, and that your last deeds are more numerous and greater than the first.” 
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What is destroying the Fire and the Cloud? 

They tolerate evil and the error of false teaching in their community 
They put up with arguments such as "there is unity in diversity, there are many paths to 
YHVH”  
They are seduced by the sounds of COMPROMISE   

  
You must deal with idolatry! 

Revelation 2:20 “But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who 
calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual 
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.” 

5. The Spirit of Strength / power (gebuwrah) speaks of: 

- Courage to face uncertain circumstances  
- Effective leadership to deal with the problem faced now  

Church of  Sardis … “renewal” 

Revelation 3:1 ”These are the words of Him who has the seven Spirits of GOD and the 
seven stars: ‘I know your deeds; you have a name (reputation) that you are alive, but (in 
reality) you are dead.”  

This church is dead!! 

What is destroying the Fire and the Cloud? 

They show many works - without the Spirit. 
They are focused on legalistic rules.  
Because there is no life, no intimacy with YHVH, they backslide into a meaningless 
existence . 

   
You need to be born again … to become a renewed man - you must overcome! 

Revelation 3:1 “… You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead.” 

6. The Spirit of Knowledge (da-ath) speaks of: 

- We have all been given a measure of common sense / and intelligence … to reason 
and to perceive whether we are on the correct path 

Church of  Philadelphia - “brotherly love” 

This city is known for the worship of idols and the consumption of wine, drunkenness 
It is a model church living in difficult circumstances 
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It has stood steadfast in the face of opposition and has not been able to grow in 
numbers  

Revelation 3:8 “I know your deeds. See, I have set before you an Open Door which no 
one is able to shut, for you have a little power, and have kept My Word, and have not 
renounced or denied My Name.”  

What is destroying the Fire and the Cloud? 

Any failure in their efforts to stand firm … in holding on to their values - any opening of 
compromise.   

You must endure … hold fast / PERSEVERE! 

Revelation 3:10-11 “Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep 
you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on 
the earth. I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your 
crown.” 

7. The Spirit of the Fear of Adonai (yirah) speaks of: 

- The awe that we should reveal 
- The respect that we should show for YHVH’s creation and our fellowman 

Church of  Laodicea 

Revelation 3:15-16 “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold (invigorating, refreshing) 
nor hot (healing, therapeutic); I wish that you were cold or hot. So because you are 
lukewarm (spiritually useless), and neither hot nor cold, I will vomit you out of My Mouth 
(rejecting you with disgust).”  

This city is built on business, wealth, banking and fashion 
It’s going well for these citizens 
But in the excesses they twist their values …  
‣ wealth drives their motives,  
‣ they are carnal,  
‣ they are blind and  
‣ naked to spiritual values. 

What is destroying the Fire and the Cloud? 

The use of Biblical words to promote compromise like ”YHVH wants you to be wealthy - 
poverty is your fault …” 
YHVH will heal … if it does not work, then there is a problem with your faith!! 
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Revelation 3:15-16 “I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were 
either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit 
you out of My Mouth.” 

I am sure that you have noticed the correlation between the Spiritual Fire of the Holy Spirit 
and the status of man. 

If we are bringing fresh oil then we would not have this indictment against us! 

Equally interesting is the Hebrew word for “arrange” …  

Meaning of Strong’s 6186 “a-rah” 

It seems that there is an attribute of our character that is being tested here. 

Do we value / esteem the Holy Spirit?  
Do we allow Him to intervene in the daily life decisions / actions  that could  crushed to 
see if there is extra virgin oil?  
Do we have regular GODLY actions that have the ability to produce fresh oil daily? 

It’s not a once-a-season matter (i.e. only at Sukkot) … it is fresh oil daily that will count to 
produce a continuous bright light. 

What have we learned? 

The character traits that have been developed inside of you - those that form your very 
foundation - are the things that will shine on the outside to the broader community. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 “Therefore I, the prisoner united with the Lord, beg you to lead a life 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called.” 

Ephesians 4:2-6  “Always be humble, gentle and patient, bearing with one another in 
love,  and making every effort to preserve the unity the Spirit gives through the binding 
power of shalom. There is One Body and One Spirit, just as when you were called you 
were called to One hope. And there is One Lord, One trust, One immersion, and One God, 
the Father of all, Who rules over all, Works through all and IS in all.” 

Strong’s  6186  
a-rah

• To order 
• To array 
• To esteem / to value 
• To be comparable
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There’s a bunny trail! 

The rabbis argue about the shape of the Menorah. 
Some say the arms must be in a straight line pointing up. 
Some say the arms are in a curved shape that we see often in the images. 
Why get into this debate? 

If we understand the Menorah, as a SPIRITUAL LIGHT, then the image that we must get 
to, is a RENEWED MAN standing with his arms raised towards YHVH giving Him all of the 
glory – for great things He has done for us! 

Psalm 119:105-106 “Your Word is a Lamp for my foot and Light on my path. I have sworn 
an oath and confirmed it, that I will observe Your Righteous rulings.” 
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Under the Cloud and the Fire stands a Tabernacle 

A. Let us start off with the principle of the first born.  

The Levites are chosen INSTEAD OF all of the firstborn sons from all of the tribes. 
However, that principle of firstborn still remains YHVH’s number ONE plan  
As soon as Y’shua has completed his work on earth, the calling of all who would 
accept him as Messiah comes into play , and all who believe are firstborn  
One of the sad things that became associated with the Levites, is the 
understanding that they are responsible to hear/see/interpret YHVH’s word –and 
that thinking results in all of the rest of the people saying –it’s not my job, 
We are all called to be firstborn, and serve in the Living Stone Tabernacle  

B. Let us now move on to the second principle, namely, that we have all been 
assigned a position to fill, and a calling to fulfill. We are responsible for the 
calling that we were destined to complete.  

In the following passages, we find that “work” is allocated to certain parts of the tribe of 
Levi. 

Numbers 3:14-20 “And the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, “List 
the sons of Levi, by fathers’ houses and by clans; every male from a month old and 
upward you shall list.” So Moses listed them according to the Word of the LORD, as He 
was commanded. And these were the sons of Levi by their names: Gershon and Kohath 
and Merari. And these are the names of the sons of Gershon by their clans: Libni and 
Shimei. And the sons of Kohath by their clans: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. And the 
sons of Merari by their clans: Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites, by their 
fathers’ houses.” 

Numbers 3:21-26 “To Gershon belonged the clan of the Libnites and the clan of the 
Shimeites; these were the clans of the Gershonites. Their listing according to the number 
of all the males from a month old and upward was 17,500. The clans of the Gershonites 
were to camp behind the tabernacle on the west, with Eliasaph, the son of Lael as chief of 
the fathers’ house of the Gershonites. And the guard duty of the sons of Gershon in the 
tent of meeting involved the Tabernacle, the tent with zits covering, the screen for the 
entrance of the tent of meeting, the hangings of the court, the screen for the door of the 
court that is around the tabernacle and the altar, and its cords—all the service connected 
with these.” 

Numbers 3:27-32 “To Kohath belonged the clan of the Amramites and the clan of the 
Izharites and the clan of the Hebronites and the clan of the Uzzielites; these are the clans 
of the Kohathites. According to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, 
there were 8,600, keeping guard over the sanctuary. The clans of the sons of Kohath were 
to camp on the south side of the tabernacle, with Elizaphan the son of Uzziel as chief of 
the fathers’ house of the clans of the Kohathites. And their guard duty involved the ark, the 
table, the lampstand, the altars, the vessels of the sanctuary with which the priests 
minister, and the screen; all the service connected with these. And Eleazar the son of 
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Aaron the priest was to be chief over the chiefs of the Levites, and to have oversight of 
those who kept guard over the sanctuary.” 

Numbers 3:33-37 “To Merari belonged the clan of the Mahlites and the clan of the 
Mushites: these are the clans of Merari. Their listing according to the number of all the 
males from a month old and upward was 6,200. And the chief of the fathers’ house of the 
clans of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail. They were to camp on the north side of the 
tabernacle. And the appointed guard duty of the sons of Merari involved the frames of the 
tabernacle, the bars, the pillars, the bases, and all their accessories; all the service 
connected with these; also the pillars around the court, with their bases and pegs and 
cords.” 

An understanding of this work, and the practical application of transforming these physical 
actions into Spiritual realities will guide you and I to exactly what is expected of us.  

Paul tells us that the images in the wilderness (the Tabernacle) are an analogy that we 
should study in order to discover the spiritual reality of a Life of Service to YHVH. 

1 Corinthians 15:45-49 “In fact, the Tanakh says so: Adam, the first man, became a living 
human being; but the last “Adam” has become a life-giving Spirit. Note, however, that the 
body from the Spirit did not come first, but the ordinary human one; the one from the Spirit 
comes afterwards. The first man is from the earth, made of dust; the second man is from 
heaven. People born of dust are like the man of dust, and people born from heaven are 
like the man from heaven; and just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, so also 
we will bear the image of the man from heaven.” 

We will take each allocation of “work” and then draw the parallel to the spiritual world. 

The Tabernacle is a physical reality  
It’s very presence drew attention to the cloud and the fire ie to YHVH Presence  
It’s very structure  defined a SPACE that was set apart for YHVH  
It’s very design takes us back to the picture of the Garden of Eden  

The Tabernacle was introduced to delineate a clear line between YHVH’s Space and that 
of the rest of the world. 

(i) The tribe of M’rari – those who look after the structure of the Tabernacle  
➡ We think of frames, poles, ropes, tent pegs, and all the things that go to build a 

FOUNDATION for the structure. 
(ii) The tribe of Gershon – those who look after the covering of the Tabernacle 

➡ We think of inner and outer COVERING, of screen and the outer wall of the 
Tabernacle. 

(iii) The tribe of K’hat – those who look after the UTENSILS  which are found in the 
inside of the tabernacle   
➡ We think of the Menorah, table of Shewbread, Altar of Incense and the Ark of the 

covenant. 
(iv) The family  of Levi - those who SERVE in the office of Priests  

➡ The Spiritual Tabernacle … the Living Stone Tabernacle is a spiritual reality! 
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The question must be, what are we expected to do in this Tabernacle? 

(1) The Foundation is made of wood, but covered with gold. 

Something basic, together with something of infinite value  
It may not look “pretty”, but that’s not the point---what we should realize is that it’s what it 
contains that is of immense value  

Biblical foundations are the building blocks of a life of significance. 

They are in fact the cornerstones of the covenant: 

A life of Holiness  
A teachable spirit 
An unshakable faith in YHVH 
An appreciation for YHVH’s Authority 

(2) The Covering is made up of layers of material, that all complement one another.  

Linen, goats hair, rams skin, and finally “tachah” …something that we think point back to 
the skin of the seal or the now extinct Dugong. 

We need coverings over our spiritual Tabernacle – these are not made up of animal skin / 
hair, but rather the evidence of a lifestyle of obedience to the Commandments and will 
be revealed in the following attributes; 

Modesty 
Purity (how we set aside our own agenda by keeping the Shabbat) 
Faith in YHVH (how we face circumstances - how we deal with the Trials that YHVH put 
before us) 
A walk of Humbleness (whether we are prepared to circumcise of hearts / soul / mind to 
accept the Calling that YHVH has given us)  

(3) The UTENSILS - are all individual pieces that have a specific function in the 
Tabernacle.  

Each of these allow mankind to interact with YHVH in a unique manner. 
This interaction would empower us to become a light to the world—would allow us 
spread the light as a unique set apart people, with a special message of hope, 
revealing the Messiah Y’shua. 

We need to become a moving / living representation of those utensils - and the only way 
that we can is by living in UNITY – without complete ONENESS in the Body of Messiah we 
utterly fail to reveal the light. 
  
If all that we know, is the function of one utensil, then we are going nowhere with respect 
to our calling. 
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(4) The Priests who serve. 

The priests are represented by the “work” of specific holy days, by the garments of the 
office that they wore, by the intercession that they did on behalf of the people  

We have the Spirit and the Truth … we carry the Torah in our hearts.  
We have the Living Stone Tabernacle and the gift of the presence of the Great High 
Priest, in the Order of Melchizedek … Y’shua  
We have a role-model  
He says … do what I do 

All of these attributes / works make up the Living Stone Tabernacle … we speak of a life of 
clean / holy!!! 

If any of these are missing, then what we have is a HOLE IN THE WALL OF THE 
TABERNACLE. 

And the opposite spirit that belongs to the kingdom of darkness will come rushing in to fill 
up the space: 

Instead of a foundation, we will find lust, violence, anarchy, unruliness.  
Instead of a covering, we find rebellion, revolt, arrogance, pride, and brazenness.  
Instead of unity, we find quarrelling, fighting, abusive speech, division.  
Instead of service, we find egotistical leaders.  
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The Altar of  Fire 

Somewhere in the physical Tabernacle you find the altar on which the burnt offerings were 
made. 

Daily!! 

As the fire burns up the offering a cloud of smoke rises. 

YHVH wanted us to see that image every single day- … even after we had entered the 
land. 

What happens when the enemy comes into your city? 

He destroys that tabernacle and the fire goes out! 

Has the enemy of compromise, idols, fear entered your city? —your heart—your family ?? 

If so, the Fire and the Cloud of Connectedness with YHVH has also gone out!! 

You may think that it is not too bad.. 
You may even think that you are on the road to recovery. 
Think back - the physical cities of Paul’s greatest ministry are all gone … nothing left. 

There is a passage in the Book of Exodus that sheds light on this, oil how people lose 
hope 

Exodus 6:9 “Moshe said this to the people of Isra’el. But they wouldn’t listen to him, 
because they were so discouraged, and their slavery was so cruel.“ 

The English translation is poor - AND we go on with life without understanding much of the 
effects of slavery  

The two Hebrew words that we must note are - and get translated as “broken /
discouraged” 

Hebrew word  7115: qotzer Significant meaning … shortness

Hebrew word  7307: ruach Significant meaning …wind of heaven
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Let us reword that sentence: 

The people would not listen to Moses because they were short of the wind of 
Heaven   
They lacked FAITH  
They lacked  the TORAH / WORD inside of their hearts   
They had PHYSICAL BREATH - they were fit from the hard work - but they lacked 
INTIMACY WITH YHVH  

YOU HAVE TO ENTER THE TABERNACLE DAILY!! 

A Final Thought 

We have been given different gifts! 

Each gift will contribute to the “vintage” of the oil. 

Have you used your gift lately? If not, then you have no fresh oil to 
give … which places you somewhere in one of the seven churches!!!!


1 Corinthains 12:4-14 “Now there are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit gives 
them.  Also there are different ways of serving, but it is the same Lord being served. And 
there are different modes of working, but it is the same God working them all in everyone. 
Moreover, to each person is given the particular manifestation of the Spirit that will be for 
the common good. To one, through the Spirit, is given a word of wisdom; to another, a 
word of knowledge, in accordance with the same Spirit; to another, faith, by the same 
Spirit; and to another, gifts of healing, by the one Spirit; to another, the working of miracles; 
to another, prophecy; to another, the ability to judge between spirits; to another, the ability 
to speak in different kinds of tongues; and to yet another, the ability to interpret tongues.  
One and the same Spirit is at work in all these things, distributing to each person as he 
chooses. For just as the body is one but has many parts; and all the parts of the body, 
though many, constitute one body; so it is with the Messiah. For it was by one Spirit that 
we were all immersed into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, slaves or free; and we 
were all given the one Spirit to drink. For indeed the body is not one part but many.” 

We have a calling … spoken by Y’shua Himself - now all we have to do is … Just do 
it! 
We are called to be the Bread of life. 

Change the mundane earthly gold into light and warmth  
Change the culture of taking into one of giving  
Change the created creature into a renewed man  
Change the raw material of fruit into divine fuel that lights up this world   
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People who eat from the TRUTH that we reveal should be nourished and 
refreshed. 

Is it not true then, that just as the days of the Temple Mount when bakers of bread who 
place a stamp mark of the Menorah on their freshly baked loaves to show that they are 
kosher. 

So too, should we have that same Menorah stamp on the action of our daily walk of 
obedience that we reveal to others 

Luke 12.35-36 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men 
who are waiting for their Master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they 
may open the door to Him at once when He comes and knocks.” 
 

Shalom  
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II. Restore the Sukkah of  David 

An article from The Times of Israel on the 15 March 2018 reads …  
(edited to reduce the overall length of the article) 

“Traversing 100 kilometers in five days, Shuka Ravek fulfills a dream and walks from Petra 
to Avdat in the footsteps of Nabateans. 

At 86, the grandfather of Israeli hiking finally fulfilled a decades-long dream.  

Over five days, trailblazing outdoorsman Yehoshua “Shuka” Ravek traversed some 100 
kilometers (62 miles) by foot, walking from Petra, Jordan, to Avdat in the Israeli Negev. 
From February 18-23, Ravek walked along with a group of some 40 Israelis and, before 
crossing the border, a handful of Jordanian – and 2 camels. 

Why the camels?  

The octogenarian’s goal was to accurately retrace the steps of the ancient Incense Route, 
laid down circa 3rd century BCE by Nabatean traders. He wanted to see if the path, first 
used by the mysterious desert dwellers and later by the Roman invaders, could really have 
supported this means of transportation And if fulfilling a dream wasn’t enough, on the final 
day, the group of hikers discovered and mapped out a “lost” 7.5 km (4.6 miles) section of 
the path that had eluded searching scholars for decades. 

“I’m already 86 years old, almost at the end of my abilities. I walked the whole thing by 
foot, because I wanted to do it at least once,” Ravek told The Times of Israel this week. 
Having the opportunity to participate in discovering the new section Ravek said, “Filled my 
heart with joy.” 

Ravek said that for decades he dreamt about walking the ancient trade route from Petra to 
Avdat  … considered then the most important city along the way.  

In 2005, UNESCO declared the Incense Route a World Heritage Site and he’d anticipated 
the path would be opened up to hikers.  

It wasn’t. 

After over a decade of inaction, Ravek said he initiated the February trek with the help of 
like-minded organizers from the Sde Boker Field School, the Hevel Eilot regional council 
and the Dead Sea and Arava Research Institute to work out the daunting logistics. 

The road less taken 

Possibly even prior to the 3rd century BCE and continuing through the 2nd century CE, 
Nabatean merchants used the Incense Route for their flourishing trade. In its heyday, it 
stretched from Yemen to the Gaza ports, and beyond. 

The Nabatean trail’s route was the best for the topography, and perfectly suited to camels. 
After the Roman empire conquered the area, the trail was improved upon as it needed 
broader, clearly marked roads for its army’s legions.  
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While using the same course as the Nabateans, the Romans widened the path and 
marked it every 480 meters (1,575 ft.) with a grouping of milestones. 

The stones were 1.5 to 2 meters high and usually included inscriptions which provided the 
road’s destination city, as well as an advertisement for the ruling authority of the era. There 
could be up to 10-15 such stones at any one station along the route. 

Later, chuckled Ravek, “The Turks walked on the Roman paths, and the British took the 
Turkish paths, and we took the British routes. Every ruling authority does the same thing, 
until today.” 

Likewise in Jordan, said Ravek, parts of the ancient camel path slowly turned into a dirt 
road for Jeeps, “and now it’s a road.” 

However, the newly discovered section of the Incense Route, located northeast of the 
Ramon Crater, hadn’t been trod upon for centuries, said Ravek. And it wasn’t for lack of 
trying. 

Near the Negev stronghold of Avdat two sections of the Incense Route are exposed and 
clearly marked. Back in the early 1960s, a pair of young archaeologists from the fledgling 
Sde Boker Field School, Zeev Meshel and Yoram Tsafrir, surveyed the area in search of 
the missing link between these two sections. In the area the pair thought most likely to 
connect between them, they found nothing. 

Recently, however, a young group of Sde Boker researchers employed new technology to 
chart Meshel and Tsafrir’s hypothesis. Using Geographic Informations Software (GIS), the 
Sde Boker guides mapped out the topography of the area and layered other pertinent 
information upon the map. What they saw in the combined layers of information made 
them choose an alternative route for the February trek. 

Guide Tomer Zur participated in the journey and recalled the excitement as the group 
discovered the sets of Roman milestones, in situ, where they had lain without recognition 
for millennia. 

“When the whole company walked on the road, there was great excitement to find not only 
one milestone, but exactly 480 meters later, another, then a third and fourth,” said Zur in a 
lengthy background conversation this week. 

For Zur, who among other initiatives works with Ravek in guiding Israeli tour groups to 
Jordan, it was exciting to see the different directions in research presented by the new 
section of the Roman road connecting Avdat and the Ramon crater. But primarily for Zur, it 
was learning that “there’s still room for new people and new ideas.” 

“The Land of Israel is so small, you think everything was discovered and there’s no place 
for new ideas. You may be mistaken to think everything was done before you because 
here, all of a sudden, two or three simple guys found a new thing that was not known so 
far,” said Zur. 

Like Ravek, guide Zur hopes the time is ripe to finally open the Petra-Avdat Incense Route 
to the public. 
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Obstacles in the path 

The cross-border Incense Route trek, the culmination of years of dreaming, took many 
months of planning and permits to overcome the complicated logistics presented by the 
many bureaucratic, diplomatic and military obstacles involved, said Shtern, one of the key 
organizers on behalf of the Dead Sea and Arava Research Institute. 

On the Israeli side, a conservative estimate places over 60 percent of the route in a 
military fire zone, which meant getting approval and special permits from the IDF. That 
meant three months filled with many conversations, emails, faxes and letters until the 
group received a special permit. In short, said Shtern, “It was a big headache.” 

“Additionally, some 40% of the route isn’t charted, which meant additional permits from the 
National Parks Authority to walk — with camels — off the beaten path. 

And when boots finally hit the ground, it was a start-stop endeavor of two days hiking north 
and west from Petra on the Jordanian side to reach the border, followed by a pause for an 
inconvenient long bus trip south to cross the border in Aqaba to Eilat, followed by another 
bus ride north to pick up the Incense Route again on the Israeli side. 

It is quite something to see. And has a particular Biblical significance.” 

IS THE ANCIENT INCENSE ROUTE RELEVANT TODAY? 

A few years ago, at a Sukkot camp, I spoke about this route, and the significance of the 
physical incense and the fact that we should become that spiritual incense which can be 
used in the Living Stone Tabernacle. 

The fact that these men have gone ahead to revitalise this route in the physical, speaks of 
RESTORATION. 

Which got me thinking about the prophetic WORD that we find in 2 places … 

1. The first one is found in the words of the prophet AMOS: 

Amos 9:11 “When that day comes, I will raise up the fallen sukkah of David. I will 
close up its gaps, raise up its ruins and rebuild it as it used to be,” 

2. The second one is found in ACTS: 

Acts 15:16-18 “After this, I will return; and I will rebuild the fallen tent of David. I will 
rebuild its ruins, I will restore it, so that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD, that 
is, all the Goyim who have been called by My Name,” Says ADONAI, who is doing 
these things.” 

 All this has been known for ages. 
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DAVID’S SUKKAH HAS FALLEN, BREACHES (there are holes in the wall 
that the enemy can walk through) AND IS IN RUINS.


This requires us to analyse the scriptures so that we can determine: 

What David’s “sukkah” represented? 
What part of the “sukkah” needs restoration?  
What would our role be in that process of restoration? 

HISTORY OF DAVID’S “TABERNACLE” 

David becomes king, firstly, of the house of Judah, and later (about 7 years) over the 
entire Israel when the TEN Northern tribes accept him as king. 
David’s heart is to restore the Garden of Eden experience – to be intimate / close to 
YHVH. 
We hear of David’s tabernacle and tend to think that it is the sort of structure that we 
see in the wilderness, or what we can imagine now if we are standing at the Western 
Wall. 

In other words, the COMPLETE structure. 

That is NOT what the Bible says… 

(a) David LEAVES the Tabernacle at Gibeon. 

He leaves: 

the Sacrificial Altar,  
the Laver,  
the Menorah,  
the Altar of Incense and  
the Table of Shewbread, behind. 

He appoints gatekeepers and the Priestly Order of Zadok and leaves them behind to carry 
on with the day-to-day work. 

Read this portion carefully … 

1 Chronicles 16:39-42 “He left Tzadok the cohen with his kinsmen before the 
Tabernacle of ADONAI at the High Place in Giv‘on to offer burnt offerings to ADONAI 
every morning and evening on the Altar for Burnt Offerings, according to everything written 
in the Torah of ADONAI, which He gave to Isra’el. With them were Heman and Y’dutun and 
the rest who were chosen and assigned by name to give thanks to ADONAI, because His 
grace continues forever. With them were Heman and Y’dutun to play trumpets and 
cymbals, also instruments for the songs about GOD; while the sons of Y’dutun were 
assigned to the gate.” 
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(b) David takes the Ark and the Mercy seat to Jerusalem 

What we now have, is the Tabernacle split into two portions.


In Jerusalem, we do not find a tabernacle, or a building (this will only come in the time of 
Solomon) - we have a Sukkah which contains the ALTAR / the Stones of the Covenant, 
and the Mercy Seat. 

1 Chronicles 15:1 “David built houses for himself in the city of David. And he prepared a 
place for the Ark of GOD and pitched a tent for it.” 

1 Chronicles 16:1-7 “They brought the Ark of ADONAI in and put it in the tent that 
David had set up for it; and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before GOD. 
When David had finished offering the burnt offering and peace offerings, he blessed the 
people in the Name of ADONAI. Then he distributed to everyone in Isra’el, to everyone 
there, both men and women, a loaf of bread, a portion of meat and a raisin cake. He 
appointed certain L’vi’im to serve in front of the Ark of ADONAI, to celebrate, and to thank 
and praise ADONAI the GOD of Isra’el: Asaf, the leader; assisting him, Z’kharyah; then 
Ye‘i’el, Sh’miramot, Yechi’el, Mattityahu, Eli’av, B’nayahu, ‘Oved-Edom and Ye‘i’el playing 
lutes and lyres, while Asaf played cymbals. B’nayah and Yachzi’el the cohanim blew the 
trumpets continually before the Ark for the Covenant of GOD. It was on that same day that 
David first ordered that thanks be given to ADONAI through Asaf and his kinsmen.” 

MANY years later Solomon begins to build. 
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What happened during those intervening years? 
Why did YHVH accept / approve of this separation? 

We see something in the scriptures about the HEART of David - what does this mean?  

Can a circumcised heart respond differently to YHVH? 

2 Chronicles 3:1-2 “Then Solomon began to build the House of the LORD in Jerusalem 
on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to David his father, at the place that 
David had appointed, on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. He began to build in the 
second month of the fourth year of his reign.” 

Now that we understand that the tabernacle / tent / Sukkah of David is not the complete 
version of the wilderness tabernacle, we have to ask ourselves … what does it mean 
when we  say … restore the tabernacle / tent of David? 

Let us try to highlight some of these differences. 

Tabernacle at Gibeon 

If I consider those things that are left behind, I see that they represent the actions of man 
approaching YHVH – it is our deeds that bring us close to YHVH. 

They are our deeds and the process of dealing with our issues in life, as well as our 
actions of reconciling with YHVH’s Plan for our lives. 

It is dealing with sin 
It is dealing with generational issues 
It is dealing with our wounds as well as the resulting emotions around the pain  

We call it “clean” and “Holy” in Tabernacle language.  

Leviticus 10:10 “You are to distinguish between the holy and the common, and between 
the unclean and the clean,” 

Tabernacle at Gibeon  
(this list defines what stays behind)

Sukkah of David  
(this list defines what aspects are moved to 
Jerusalem)

• Sacrifices 
• First-fruits offering and Tithes  
• Priestly intercession  
• Lighting the Menorah … the Fruit of 

the Holy Spirit 
• Weekly shewbread … the WORD of 

YHVH 
• The daily incense offering … worship 

and praise

• the Ark - Intimacy with YHVH - the Mercy 
Seat 

• The Covenant Stones 
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Sukkah of David 

If I take a careful look at what happens here, I see that the actions here are: 

those of entering into the Covenant space,  
into intimacy with YHVH,  
or recreating the Garden of Eden experience. 

Pattern of the period of Ruin / Destruction  

David will reign for a number of years. 

At some point in time, during Solomon’s life, a formal temple will be built. 
  
However, there is a pattern of destruction that is revealed in the lives of the children of 
Israel. 

After Solomon’s death, the TEN Tribes of Israel will reject this kingship and rebel to 
go their own way.   
After the death of Y’shua, the Jews will reject this restored Messianic Kingship and 
go their own way.  
After the death of Y’shua, and the terrible destruction of Jerusalem 70 years later, the 
Body of Believers in Y’shua will break away from their roots system (contrary to the 
words of John) and loose themselves from the one-Olive-tree that is rooted in Messiah. 

  
Isaiah goes on to describe this state of affairs as follows … 

Isaiah 1:7-8 “Your land is desolate, your cities are burned to the ground; foreigners 
devour your land in your presence; it’s as desolate as if overwhelmed by floods. The 
daughter of Tziyon is left like a shack in a vineyard, like a shed in a cucumber field, like a 
city under siege.”  

The Prophets speak of the Stump of Hope 

Isaiah is also the prophet that sees the HOPE of restoration. 

Paul in his teachings, picks up on this concept … he tells us … 

of the olive tree - of the Jewish people whose branches have been cut off,  
of the gentile (wild olive) branches that have been grafted in 
of the responsibility to make the natural olive - the Jews - jealous so that they can be 
grafted in again. 
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In John 15 & 16  Y’shua, using the analogy of the vine - He then …  

tells us that we are branches; 
that we must draw life from the ROOT  
that this root has to be the Torah  
that this root has to be the lifecycle of Feasts 
that this root has to be connected to the Covenant  

Keep in mind … 

the gentiles were a part of the “divorced” tribes  
the gentiles have to experience a “born again“ moment … a real commitment to follow 
YHVH whole heartedly (just like Abraham did) 
Then they need to become a Bride that will be pure and holy so that they can be joined 
in marriage  

While the Jews remained married to YHVH all of this time - (they do not need to marry 
again) - all they have to do is repent and have their hearts circumcised (in other words 
what I am saying is this … they remain married yet have been living as a separated 
couple. As soon as they reconcile they will become a loving couple again.) 

Isaiah 6:13 “If even a tenth (of the people) remain, it will again be devoured. But like a 
pistachio tree or an oak, whose trunk remains alive after its leaves fall off, the Holy Seed 
will be its trunk.” 

Isaiah 11:1 “But a Branch will emerge from the trunk of Yishai, a Shoot will grow from His 
roots.” 

We know that Y’shua the Messiah has come, is King, is the Great High Priest in the Order 
of Melchizedek, and we know that the POTENTIAL for restoration has been released! 

The only question is … 

Are you flowing in this process of restoring the Tabernacle of David?  
Are you reversing the pattern of the curse of “Doing thing your way - of  walking away  
from God’s plan for your life and choosing on your own pathway”?  
Are you bringing a reconciliation between the Tabernacle at Gibeon, and the Sukkah 
of David?  
Are you walking with a  Heart of Reconciliation and unity between the Jew and the 
Gentile? 

The event described for us in Acts 15 is the rebuilding of the Tabernacle …  

it speaks of restoration to ONE Covenant 
it speaks of the UNITY of the Body 
is speaks of ONE NEW MAN  
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM DAVID ? 

This may sound controversial. 

Just read through the verses that are quoted and see for yourself. 

There seems to be a possibility that David is an illegitimate child … 
before you react – see for yourself.


Some people reject this possibility entirely saying that this cannot be true as he entered 
the Tabernacle.  

Again, we are trying to see what the evidence could be … David does not enter the 
Tabernacle as priest, nor does he serve there. 

David uses a phrase … ‘I was brought forth in INIQUITY’  

Psalm 51:7-8 “True, I was born guilty, was a sinner (iniquity) from the moment my 
mother conceived me. Still, you want truth in the inner person; so make me know wisdom 
in my inmost heart.” 

The one Psalm that seems to speak loudly about David’s pain is Psalm 69. 

I have marked some of the phrases in red - take note that these words indicate someone 
under real torment, and reflecting someone who is rejected by his own family. 

Mostly, we have thought that this Psalm speaks to his time in the wilderness … but take 
note - it was king Saul who disliked him, not his family, nor the people … they had danced 
with him. 

Psalm 69: for the leader, set to “Lilies.” By David:  

Psalm 69:2-7 “Save me, GOD! For the water threatens my life. I am sinking down in the 
mud, and there is no foothold; I have come into deep water; the flood is sweeping over me. 
I am exhausted from crying, my throat is dry and sore, my eyes are worn out with 
looking for my GOD. Those who hate me for no reason outnumber the hairs on my head. 
My persecutors are powerful, my enemies accuse me falsely. Am I expected to return 
things I didn’t steal?”  

Psalm 69:6-16 “GOD, You know how foolish I am; my guilt is not hidden from you. Let 
those who put their hope in You, Adonai ELOHIM-Tzva’ot, not be put to shame through 
me; let those who are seeking You, GOD of Isra’el, not be disgraced through me. For Your 
sake I suffer insults, shame covers my face. I am estranged from my brothers, an alien to 
my mother’s children, because zeal for Your House is eating me up, and on me are falling 
the insults of those insulting You.  I weep bitterly, and I fast, but that too occasions insults. I 
clothe myself with sackcloth and become an object of scorn,  the gossip of those sitting by 
the town gate, the theme of drunkards’ songs. As for me, ADONAI, let my prayer to You 
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come at an acceptable time; In Your great Grace, GOD, answer me with the Truth of Your 
Salvation. Rescue me from the mud! Don’t let me sink! Let me be rescued from those who 
hate me and from the deep water. Don’t let the floodwaters overwhelm me, don’t let the 
deep swallow me up, don’t let the pit close its mouth over me.”  

Psalm 69:17-29 “Answer me, ADONAI, for Your Grace is good; in Your great Mercy, turn 
to me. Don’t hide Your Face from your servant, for I am in trouble; answer me quickly. 
Come near to me, and redeem me; ransom me because of my enemies. You know how I 
am insulted, shamed and disgraced; before You stand all my foes. Insults have broken my 
heart to the point that I could die. I hoped that someone would show compassion, but 
nobody did; and that there would be comforters, but I found none. They put poison in my 
food; in my thirst, they gave me vinegar to drink. Let their dining table before them become 
a snare; when they are at peace, let it become a trap;  let their eyes be darkened, so that 
they can’t see, and let their bodies always be stumbling. Pour out Your Fury on them, let 
your Fierce Anger overtake them. Let the place where they live be desolate, with no one to 
live in their tents, for persecuting someone You had already stricken, for adding to the pain 
of those You wounded. Add guilt to their guilt, don’t let them enter Your Righteousness. 
Erase them from the Book of Life, let them not be written with the Righteous.” 

Psalm 69:30-37 “Meanwhile, I am afflicted and hurting; GOD, let Your saving Power raise 
me up. I will praise GOD’s Name with a song and extol Him with thanksgiving. This will 
please ADONAI more than a bull, with its horns and hoofs. The afflicted will see it and 
rejoice; you seeking after GOD, let your heart revive. For ADONAI Pays attention to the 
needy and doesn’t scorn His captive people. Let heaven and earth praise Him, the seas 
and whatever moves in them. For GOD will save Tziyon, He will build the cities of Y’hudah. 
(His People) will settle there and possess it. The descendants of His Servants will inherit it, 
and those who love His Name will live there.”  

David’s family “tremble” when Samuel comes looking for the next king. 

Why would they be afraid?  
What could have caused this fear? 
Why would they ask if he is coming in peace? 

Could it be that they are afraid that he has found 
something out that was covered up? 

1 Samuel 16.4-13 “Sh’mu’el did what ADONAI said and 
arrived at Beit-Lechem. The leaders of the city came 
trembling to meet him and asked, “Are you coming in 
peace?” He answered, “In peace. I have come to sacrifice 
to ADONAI. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to 
the sacrifice.” He consecrated Yishai and his sons and 
summoned them to the sacrifice. When they had come, 
he looked at Eli’av and said, “This has to be ADONAI’s 
Anointed one, here before Him.” But ADONAI said to Sh’mu’el, “Don’t pay attention to how 
he looks or how tall he is, because I have rejected him. ADONAI doesn’t see the way 
humans see - humans look at the outward appearance, but ADONAI looks at the heart.” 
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Then Yishai called Avinadav and presented him to Sh’mu’el; but he said, “ADONAI hasn’t 
chosen this one either.” Yishai presented Shammah; again Sh’mu’el said, “ADONAI hasn’t 
chosen this one either.” Yishai presented seven of his sons to Sh’mu’el; but Sh’mu’el told 
Yishai, “ADONAI has not chosen these. Are all your sons here?” Sh’mu’el asked Yishai. 
He replied, “There is still the youngest; he’s out there tending the sheep.” Sh’mu’el said to 
Yishai, “Send and bring him back, because we won’t sit down to eat until he gets here.” He 
sent and brought him in. With ruddy cheeks, red hair and bright eyes, he was a good-
looking fellow. ADONAI Said, “Stand up and anoint him; he’s the one.” Sh’mu’el took the 
horn of oil and anointed him there in his brothers’ presence. From that day on, the Spirit of 
ADONAI would fall upon David with Power. So Sh’mu’el set out and went to Ramah.” 

Samuel asks for his sons … normally a family will indicate quickly if there are children 
that are not present, yet not a word is spoken!!  
No mention is made of David - none whatsoever!!!  
Why is it that the brothers are unhappy with him when he comes to help them fight 
against Goliath … is it purely jealousy of the youngest, or is it a long standing anger /
bitterness? 

1 Samuel 16:5 “Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.” 

Restoring David’s Sukkah  

Restoring David’s Sukkah seems to have two elements to it. 

A. Restoring David’s humanity – his self-confidence—his purpose 

David’s life reveals a very interesting pattern. 

While other people will do some action which is prohibited in relation to the Tabernacle 
such as: 

Nahab and his brother … they bring strange fire (Leviticus 10:1-2) 
Uzziah … touches the Ark (2 Samuel 6:7) 
King Uzziah … leper (2 Chronicles 26:18-21)  

David seems so desperate to: 

want to be near to YHVH 
want to be connected 
want to be pure 
be prepared to humble himself that his status seems to be transformed, that he does 
things which are unlawful (in other words things that are prohibited in the Torah), 
but  where it is clear, his actions are still approved by YHVH. 
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It seems to me that David finally gave up trying to impress YHVH with his battle ground 
victories: 

the story with Goliath,  
the wars with the enemies of Saul, and so on 

Somewhere in the waiting time in the wilderness, David gets to understand that a man with 
a circumcised heart (irrespective of his birth status) will be accepted by YHVH and loved. 

He learns what ‘intimacy’ is … 

The Hebrew word is “krv” – or as we would see it “korban” 

The meaning associated with this word are: 

To draw near / close 

Exodus 25:22 “There I will meet with you. I …” 

Psalm 27:4 “Just one thing have I asked of ADONAI; only this will I seek: to live in the 
House of ADONAI all the days of my life, to see the beauty of ADONAI and visit in His 
Temple.” 

To be of use to YHVH 
To be a useful vessel 

Practically, David … 

1. Made himself available 

David accepts that he has a role to play. 

He would like to build the Tabernacle, however, when he finds out that he cannot, he 
accepts YHVH’s decision, and then does everything in his power to prepare the ground. 

Many times people will throw up their hands in disgust and walk away from a project if it 
turns out that they cannot be in charge and cannot take the glory. 
  
If we accept the position in the Body that we have been called to serve in, the Body of 
Messiah would be a much more functional place today … in other words, being available 
means also being in the correct position. 

Isaiah 6:7-8 “One of the s’rafim flew to me with a glowing coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with tongs from the altar.  He touched my mouth with it and said, “Here! This has 
touched your lips. Your iniquity is gone, your sin is atoned for.”  

Then I heard the Voice of Adonai saying, “Whom should I send? Who will go for Us?”  
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2 Timothy 2:20-21 “In a large house there are dishes and pots not only of gold and silver, 
but also of wood and clay. That is, some are meant for honorable use and some for 
dishonorable. If a person keeps himself free of defilement by the latter, he will be a vessel 
set aside for honorable use by the master of the house and ready for every kind of good 
work.” 

2. Emptied himself of all his ideas and ego 

David becomes a leader whom the followers would trust explicitly. he has a group of 3 men 
who seem to have outstanding characteristics, and bravery—Adino, Shamnah, and 
Eleazar. 

In addition, he had a couple of hundred men who were prepared to go to battle at any 
moment. 

Only leaders who: 

place others needs before their own,  
make sure that everyone is accepted as equal, and  
publicly recognise the great deeds done, 

… will earn that sort of trust  

Matthew 13:22-23 “Now the seed sown among thorns stands for someone who hears the 
message, but it is choked by the worries of the world and the deceitful glamor of wealth, so 
that it produces nothing. However, what was sown on rich soil is the one who hears the 
message and understands it; such a person will surely bear fruit, a hundred or sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.”  

 

Hebrew 12:1-2 “So then, since we 
are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us, too, put 
aside every impediment - that is, 
the sin which easily hampers our 
forward movement - and keep 
running with endurance in the 
contest set before us, looking away 
to the Initiator and Completer of 
that trusting, Yeshua - who, in 
exchange for obtaining the joy set 
before Him, endured execution on 
a stake as a criminal, scorning the 
shame, and has sat down at the 
Right Hand of the Throne of GOD.” 
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3. Became a clean vessel 

Isaiah 6:6-7 “One of the s’rafim flew to me with a glowing coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. He touched my mouth with it and said, “Here! This has 
touched your lips. Your iniquity is gone, your sin is atoned for.” 

He starts to understand that reconciliation with YHVH means being “clean” and therefore 
also the right to be called a Son of GOD.  

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 “Therefore ADONAI says, “Go out from their midst; separate 
yourselves; don’t even touch what is unclean. Then I myself will receive you. In fact, I will 
be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters.” 

As a son he knows that he has a right to enter in … AND HE DARES TO BE 
DIFFERENT. 

(i) He dares to enter the Tabernacle to take the shewbread for his hungry men.  

As he realises that YHVH is Spirit and Truth, he starts to understand that the physical 
things are symbols pointing towards a Higher Kingdom. He grasps hold of the reality  that 
God wants us to live a normal life in order to be able to reveal the Glory of YHVH later on. 
So he says - let us eat the bread in front of us. 

Luke 6:3-4 “Yeshua answered them, “Haven’t you ever read what David did when he and 
his companions were hungry? He entered the House of God and took and ate the Bread of 
the Presence, which no one is permitted to eat but the cohanim. 

(ii) He dares to move the Ark to Jerusalem and into a tent where its visible to all to see. 

We read in the Torah that only the family of the High Priest could see, pack and then hand 
the utensils over to one of the Levite families to carry to the next location. 

David understands the principle that YHVH desires only to be worshipped in Spirit and 
Truth (you cannot chose one or the other) - that all men are equal and therefore, all the 
“firstborn … of those who become Hebrews” can enter in. 

(iii) He dares to appoint worshippers – a function left to the Levites to assume control 
over.  

David understands that those who are fulfilling their calling are in fact worshipping YHVH. 
As we individually reach out to meet our destiny, in that aspect of the Body of Messiah that 
we are called to function in, we produce Light and reflect the Glory of YHVH. 

(iv) He dares to follow a different leadership-model - he will serve and he will be a 
leader who: 

Consolidates the tribes without force 
Prepares the ground for the rebuilding of the tabernacle 
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Restores GODLY Leadership … a place where he does not seek the favour of 
others, and is quick to forgive those who sin against him  

 
Restoring the Tabernacle of  the Living Stones by living with the heart 
of  David  

The Tabernacle can only be restored if there is a WALK of Holiness evidenced in the life 
of the leader. 

This walk of obedience must have visible fruit that is manifested in the society of the day - 
it is not about the leader’s personal lifestyle, it is all about the values and principles that he 
puts in place, and more importantly, keeps in place.  

What are some of these boundary stones? 

A. A fair governmental structure 

Where liberty and truth are the hallmarks of governance 
Where there is no fear of man and everyone is truly equal 

B. A  truly prophetic lifestyle 

Where the THREE elements of YHVH’s Kingdom are proclaimed and realised. 

i) Kingship / leadership as Ambassador of YHVH 
ii) Servant-leader modelling where the hands of the poor / needy / etc, are lifted up 
iii) GODLY Worship, without showmanship, without personal glory, without glamour - is 

the order of the day  

C. An intimate relationship with YHVH for all … that is ALL - not only the leaders 

The Ark must be visible to all who would think to approach the Sukkah.  

D. A heart to restore the One New MAN / to graft into the One Olive Tree  

A desire to see the unity of the brethren in the Body.  

We are different, but we should have one Heart for YHVH’s Kingdom, Values and 
Principles. 

There is just too much division today: 

Fights about which “Name” to use 
Fights about the dates of the “Feasts”  
Fights about the correct “Interpretation” of the Bible and so on …  
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The truth of this scripture tells me … 

That the Jew, who has never been divorced from YHVH, must find their first love and 
return to YHVH as faithful “wives” who will reflect the Glory of YHVH. 

That the gentile, and the lost TEN tribes, who are divorced because of the pursuit of idols 
and paganism, must be reborn in much the same way that father Abraham did when 
he rejected the way of his family and people, and chose to walk in the path that YHVH set 
out for him. 

We have to cross over (be born again) and become Hebrews, and then we need to walk 
across the length and breadth of the Land, setting up spiritual Altars that define our new 
set-apart lifestyle. 

We have to walk in obedience to YHVH Commandments, in a manner which results in our 
daily actions manifesting works of righteousness - where we too will petition for the lives of 
others - in this world of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

There is only one Olive tree !!! 

Ezekiel the prophet speaks of the two sticks that join to become one. 

Ezekiel 37:22 “I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Isra’el; and 
one king will be king for all of them. They will no longer be two nations, and they will never 
again be divided into two kingdoms.” 

In the PHYSICAL DOMAIN  

Clearly the prophetic image is that of the tribes of Judah and Israel coming together. 

Within the context of the Living Stone Tabernacle, this will also be a prophetic image of 
Jew and Gentile coming together.  
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In the SPIRITUAL DOMAIN  

David’s Sukkah being rebuilt speaks of the two “parts” of the Tabernacle becoming 
ONE. 

David is an image of the restored Kingdom of YHVH … and the return of the Messiah. 

We see that union of the elements of the Tabernacle:  

the Sacrificial Altar,  
the Laver,  
the Menorah,  
the Altar of Incense and  
the Table of Shewbread, 

As well as  

the ARK and  
the MERCY SEAT 

… when all those believers that make up the Living Stones come together with Y’shua as 
the Great High Priest. 

So, what other attribute / traits do we see in David’s life that reveals this 
aspect?  

Prophetically we see that some type of spiritual reality is needed to fulfil this prophecy as 
well.  

THE SWORD AND THE HARP  

(a) David is able to be a leader that goes to WAR 

- He is fearless, and his men will be too 
- He will build up and extend the kingdom of Israel to its full glory 
- He will empower men and create absolute loyalty among his men  
- He will EXALT the Image of God in that region 

1 Corinthians 12:2 “They were archers who could use either hand to sling stones or shoot 
arrows from a bow; they were Sha’ul’s kinsmen from Binyamin.” 

1 Corinthians 12:8 “From the Gadi a number of strong, brave, trained fighting men 
defected to David at the fortress in the desert. They could handle shield and spear, they 
were as fierce as lions, and they were as fast as deer on the hills.”  
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YET AT THE SAME TIME … 

(b) David will reflect absolute HUMILITY 

-  David will praise and worship in the streets without any fear of man 
-  David will draft dozens of Psalms setting out his brokenness and his dependency 

on YHVH  

The Sukkah / this wooden hut with palm leaves represents: 

A mighty stronghold / the covenant, at its perfection … when we can live in 
such a way that YHVH’s Kingdom is exalted by humble children of 
Abraham. 

A look at the WARFARE it takes to RESTORE the 
SUKKOT 

The Torah, asks us to wave the 4 specie. 

We struggle to identify the actual plants 
We have very little Biblical explanation as to what we should do. 
Yet the Commandment is clearly there to be obeyed. 
Yet how can the sukkoth  … this flimsy wooden and palm leaf structure, together with 
the 4 specie, become a spiritual reality? 

The sukkoth is our fortress … yes, a fortress. 

You see, we think we need high walls, big gates and warriors. 

David understands that when we are under siege then what we need is to call out to 
YHVH. 
Our walls cause us to believe in our own strength. 
The sukkoth cause us to have faith in YHVH. 

Psalm 31:21-23 “Blessed be ADONAI! For He has shown me His amazing grace when I 
was in a city under siege.  As for me, in my alarm I said, “I have been cut off from Your 
sight!” Nevertheless, You heard my pleas when I cried out to You.” 

Why wave these 4 specie? 

Prophetic actions are tools to help mankind convert the practical analogy of a action on 
earth into a spiritual act of service / worship in the heavens. 

The Jewish people see the waving of the 4 specie as an act of warfare. 
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They treat the 4 specie as weapons that would be waved in the faces of their old-time 
enemies: 

WE ARE NOT FOCUSED ON PHYSICAL WAR - we are dealing with the 
SPIRITUAL REALM!  

a) We wave these same 4-specie at a new enemy, at the enemy that comes to speak to  
the “old-man” / ego …. Remember, the snake in the Garden of Eden - it is still 
happening today. 

b) We wave the 4-specie against the belief system which attacks a Son / Daughter of 
Abraham. 

c) We wave the 4-specie at every action that attempts to dislodge our process of 
becoming a  renewed man. 

d) We wave at: 

i. indecision: the curse of being afraid to move - of being hesitant to respond to 
the prompting of the Holy Spirit  

ii. indolent: the curse of laziness - of not being willing to study the Word, and not 
being willing to do the Word  

iii. unbelief: )the curse of faithlessness - of listening to others, of allowing the size 
of the wilderness to overcome the blessing of YHVH’s Provision  

iv. indifference: the curse of being successful and having plenty, but being 
unwilling to reach out to offer helping hand to  others in need  

WAVE - - - WAVE - - - WAVE  

Lulav The Medianites, who used the sickle sword to great advantage.

Etrog Babylon, who used the spear, the composite bow and the short dagger to 
great advantage.

Myrtle Greece, who used the infantry formation, known as the ‘hoplite’, together 
with the shield and the 6-8 foot long spear to great  advantage.

The Willow Rome / Esau, who used the infantry formation, the spear, the curved 
sword and the Ax to great advantage.
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?  

A Final Thought 

We read in the words of prophet Ezekiel, that YHVH will send fishermen to “catch “ the lost 
children of Israel. 

How will you catch anyone unless your Sukkah is restored?  

Jeremiah 16:16 “Behold, I am sending for many fishers, declares the LORD, and they 
shall catch them. And afterward I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from 
every mountain and every hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks.” 

SHALOM 
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V. Role of  the Prophetic Voice 
The Prophetic Voice in the Time of  SUKKOT 

Years ago Y’shua died on a Cross in the dusty streets of Jerusalem. 

At that time He indicated that we should be “working” in the Kingdom and “looking” 
towards His return. Mostly, as we get ready to celebrate this Feast, we start to think of the 
glorious time that we will have under the “sukkah” and in the preparation for the final 
Marriage of the Lamb. 

However, as Y’shua indicated, it is also the timing of His final return. 

It is this event that has encouraged the Gift of the Prophetic with much emphasis on the 
dramatic … the stars that collide with the earth, the Blood moons, and so on. 

And it's not wrong to look at these messages in the physical. After all, we are told clearly 
that these end-times will be LIKE those in the days of Noah.  

The question that we should ask at this Feast is whether those of us who are following 
Torah have given enough focus to the prophetic and whether we are flowing in this sphere 
with the correct intentions. 

As a warning - it seems to me that the prophetic in the Body today has become a tool that 
is equivalent to the demonic gift of fortune telling around every corner.  

Therefore, I think it is right to: 

Review whether we are still on track. 
Ask ourselves if we are making the impact that we should with this gift. 
Ask ourselves whether we are in fact preparing the way for His return.. 
Ask ourselves whether we are taking dominion over the earth and living out our 
mandate  

In a concentration camp in Germany, a Jew known to be a violinist of note, is brought 
outside into the snow. 

Several Nazi officers stand there and demand that he play for them … 

What will happen? 
Will he be taken out to die after this? 

He must choose a piece to play; 

if this is his last, then it should have some meaning 
if this is something arranged by YHVH, then whatever he chooses, must have meaning 
for the fellow inmates who are suffering in the barracks.  
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Whatever he plays must have an impact … 

He thinks … 

“Play Jew!!!” 

He sets  up the violin … the music lingers in the quiet evening - the music has a soul of its 
own …  
 

As he finishes, he stands and waits … 

“Play it again - Jew!!” 

He does so  - and again for third time. 

When it is over, he is sent back to his own barracks. 

In the other barracks fellow Jews, deprived of their humanity, connect in the spirit with 
YHVH. 

The time - the night of Yom Kippur. 

The song is Kol Nifrei. 
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What is the meaning of this song? 

It is a prayer 
It is a declaration that we come before YHVH to right our wrongs … to ask for 
forgiveness, prayer for right standing with YHVH …  

We say: 

Hear our voice, Lord our GOD  
Have pity and compassion on us  
And with compassion and favour accept our prayer  

That is the mark of a set-apart man / woman…… 

Man’s Purpose and Destiny 

Mankind is called to take up a unique and special role on earth. 

It is defined for us in … 

Genesis 1:28-31 “And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the 
earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 
so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.” 

Mostly, we have been taught to live in the physical domain … in a sense to think only of 
the present. 

The world teaches us the concept of performance and success. 

But do these words fit into that which GOD meant for us?  

Performance / success means that someone is FIRST and the rest are last! 

GOD, however, sees us as EQUAL but different, and all FITTING INTO ONE BODY. 

This means that we all have a special place and purpose in GOD’s Kingdom. 
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1. WE ARE TO REPRODUCE 

In the physical this means children.  

In the spiritual this means bearing the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT: 

Love 
Joy 
Peace 
Long-suffering (patience) 
Kindness 
Goodness 
Faithfulness 
Gentleness  
Self-control 

Galatians 5.22-24 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” 

2. WE ARE TO TAKE DOMINION 

In the physical this means that we keep and guard the Garden - those who we know 
and love.  

In the spiritual this means that we stand in unity with our brothers, doing spiritual 
warfare so that the kingdom of darkness will not operate in our community.  

Evidence of drugs / prostitution / slavery / murder show whether there is any one taking 
up spiritual dominion. 

3. LEGACY  

In the physical, man collects things i.e. cars / houses /money … all of which have limited 
value and no long-term effects. 
  
Mainly this is the result of extortion / corruption and bribes. 

In the spiritual man builds up a name, a reputation / a character that others will chose to 
role-model. 
  
Such a man leaves a legacy.  
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4. UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCE  

4.1 Purpose 
 That which we can do both physically and spiritually 

4.2 Destiny 
 That which we do / achieve in the spiritual domain  

5. CAN I ACHIEVE THIS? 

GOD creates man in His Image 

GOD SAYS in … 

Isaiah 46:9-11 “Remember the former things of old; for I AM GOD, and there is no other; I 
AM GOD, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My Counsel shall stand, and I will Accomplish 
all My Purpose,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of My Counsel from a far 
country. I have Spoken, and I will bring it to Pass; I have Purposed, and I will Do it.” 

If GOD can do it, and we are created in His Image, then we can DO IT TOO!! 

Summary 

When man FULFILS God’s PURPOSE the HUMANITY FLOURISHES 
When man REFUSES TO ACCEPT GODS PURPOSE then the WORLD BURNS 

DESTINY - THERE’s A GOAL  

We strive for possessions on this earth  
What we don’t realise is that GOD will place us into a place of HONOUR if we live to 
the full extent of our “mandate”  
This implies that you and I must “keep and guard“ the Garden 

Psalm 37:29 “The righteous shall inherit the land and dwell upon it forever.” 

Its within this CONTEXT that we move to ask the question … are we living prophetically 
and speaking YHVH’s Will into the community where we live in a manner that we 
DECLARE to the world that the time of the judgement is near? 

In other words, as Noah would say, the doors of the ARK will be closing and you need to 
make a decision.  

Please note: by this statement I am not suggesting that the DATE of this Sukkot is the 
significant one … only that we should be living continuously at that level of 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  
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Role of  the Prophet 

Paul gives us the insight on how we should live. 

1 Corinthians 10:11 “Now these things happened to them as an example and warning (to 
us); they were written for our instruction (to admonish and equip us), upon whom the ends 
of the ages have come.” (also Romans 15:4)  

What he says is that all of the scriptures, mostly those from the Old Testament, give us 
glimpses of the role-model of a prophet. 

It is therefore, by making a study of the lives of these people, that we will learn what a 
prophet should do, how they should live, and more importantly, what sort of messages 
they should bring. 
 

What we understand from such a 
“Word” study is that prophets had 
a WORD that was destined to be 
heard by the DECISION MAKERS of 
nations.  

Moses was a prince in the land of Egypt before he spoke to Pharaoh.  
Daniel was top adviser to the Babylonian king. 
Nehemiah was the cup bearer to the Persian king.  
Samuel was the political judge of the nation of Israel. 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Elijah, Jonah, Amos and many others all spoke to the highest offices 
of the Land.  

We are born for a time such as this … the famous words of Esther. 

Critically, that means that we should know, understand and accept our POSITION in the 
Body as these exciting times occur around us. 

We are to LIVE, and REIGN with HIM upon this earth as a nation of PRIESTS. 
  

Revelation 5.9-10 “And they sang a new song (of glorious redemption), saying, “Worthy 
and deserving are You to take the scroll and to break its seals; for You were slain 
(sacrificed), and with Your Blood You purchased people for GOD from every tribe and 
language and people and nation. “You have made them to be a Kingdom (of royal 
subjects) and priests to our GOD; and they will reign on the earth.” 
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Isaiah 6:1-4 “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw (in a vision) the LORD sitting on a 
Throne, high and exalted, with the train of His Royal Robe filling the (most holy part of the) 
temple. Above Him seraphim (heavenly beings) stood; each one had six wings: with two 
wings he covered his face, with two wings he covered his feet, and with two wings he flew. 
And one called out to another, saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole 
earth is filled with His glory.” And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of 
him who called out, and the temple was filling with smoke.” 

Isaiah 62:1 -12 “For Zion’s sake I (Isaiah) will not be silent, And for Jerusalem’s sake I will 
not keep quiet, Until her righteousness and vindication go forth as brightness, And her 
salvation goes forth like a burning torch. The nations will see your righteousness and 
vindication (by God), And all kings (will see) your glory; And you will be called by a new 
name which the Mouth of the Lord will designate. You will also be (considered) a crown of 
glory and splendor in the Hand of the Lord, And a royal (a)diadem (exceedingly beautiful) 
in the Hand of your God. It will no longer be said of you (Judah), “Azubah (Abandoned),” 
Nor will it any longer be said of your land, “Shemamah (Desolate)”; But you will be called, 
“Hephzibah (My Delight is in Her),” And your land, “Married”; For the Lord delights in you, 
And to Him your land will be married (owned and protected by the Lord). For as a young 
man marries a virgin (O Jerusalem), So your sons will marry you; And as the bridegroom 
rejoices over the bride, So your God will rejoice over you. On your walls, O Jerusalem, I 
have appointed and stationed watchmen (prophets), Who will never keep silent day or 
night; You who profess the Lord, take no rest for yourselves, And give Him no rest (from 
your prayers) until He establishes Jerusalem And makes her a praise on the earth. The 
Lord has sworn (an oath) by His Right Hand and by His Mighty Arm, “I will never again 
give your grain as food for your enemies, Nor will (the invading) foreigners drink your new 
wine for which you have labored.” But they who have harvested it will eat it and praise the 
Lord, And they who have gathered it will drink it (at the feasts celebrated) in the courtyards 
of My sanctuary. Go through, go through the gates, Clear the way for the people; Build up, 
build up the highway, Remove the stones, lift up a banner over the peoples. Listen 
carefully, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth, Say to the Daughter of Zion, 
“Look now, your salvation is coming (in the Lord); Indeed, His reward is with Him, and His 
restitution accompanies Him.” And they will call them “The Holy People, The Redeemed of 
the Lord”; And you will be called “Sought Out, A City Not Deserted.” 

As reborn, set-apart priests we need to be able to enter the Tabernacle of LIVING 
STONES.  

This is often interpreted as, we must “study” the TORAH and celebrate the feasts.  

However, it means much more than this!!! 

We should be reacting to the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
We should be worshiping and praising YHVH in our daily walk  
We should be standing firm on expressing what we believe are YHVH’s views on the 
state of the nation - in this regard expressing a prophetic voice!!! 

This tells us that we need to be WALKING in purity and holiness in order to function in that 
Tabernacle. 
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We can only express a “prophetic message” against the morals and value of our society, if 
we are;  

(i) non-judgemental, and 
(ii) walking in holiness ourselves. 

After all, it is only when we can enter this Tabernacle that we can “hear“ GOD’s Voice. 

We express these views, not out of our own opinion, but only when the Holy Spirit 
so leads. 

In today’s times, certain unbiblical acts are being supported from the government  
leadership. 

We have a right to speak out against such things … how we do so will reveal whether we 
bring YHVH GLORY or not! 

1 Peter 2:4-10 “Come to Him (the risen Lord) as to a living Stone which men rejected and 
threw away, but which is choice and precious in the sight of God. You (believers), like 
Living Stones, are being built up into a spiritual house for a holy and dedicated priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices (that are) acceptable and pleasing to God through Jesus Christ. 
For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a Chosen Stone, a precious 
(honored) Cornerstone, And he who believes in Him (whoever adheres to, trusts in, and 
relies on Him) will never be disappointed (in his expectations).” This precious value, then, 
is for you who believe (in Him as God’s only Son—the Source of salvation); but for those 
who disbelieve, “The (very) Stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 
Cornerstone,” and, “A Stone of stumbling and a Rock of offence”; for they stumble 
because they disobey the Word (of God), and to this they (who reject Him as Savior) were 
also appointed. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a 
(special) people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies (the 
wonderful deeds and virtues and perfections) of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light. Once you were not a people (at all), but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 
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Two Spheres of  Prophetic Voice 

Once again, as we study the Word, we note that the prophet has two dimensions within 
which they functioned: 

They spoke to the leaders of nations …  
BUT they also spoke to the individual. 

Let us note some of the examples: 

Elijah speaks to king Ahab (1 Kings 17:18-19) and also to the poor widow. 

1 Kings 17:10-16 “So he set out and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of 
the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks (for firewood). He called out to her and 
said, “Please bring me a little water in a jar, so that I may drink.” As she was going to get it, 
he called to her and said, “Please bring me a piece of bread in your hand.” But she said, 
“As the Lord your God lives, I have no bread, only a handful of flour in the bowl and a little 
oil in the jar. See, I am gathering a few sticks so that I may go in and bake it for me and my 
son, that we may eat it (as our last meal) and die.” Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and 
do as you have said. Just make me a little bread from it first and bring it out to me, and 
afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son. For this is what the Lord God of 
Israel says: ‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted nor shall the jar of oil be empty until 
the day that the Lord sends rain (again) on the face of the earth.” She went and did as 
Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. The bowl of flour was 
not exhausted nor did the jar of oil become empty, in accordance with the Word of the Lord 
which He spoke through Elijah.” 

Elisha speaks to Jehoshaphat (2 Kings 3:6-27) and also to the Syrian army captain (2 
Kings 5:1-14). 

Yeshua / Jesus speaks to king Herold and a single man - Pontius Pilot. 

 Paul speaks to the secular kings of his day (Acts 24-26) but also to Caesar.  

In other words, it is right to have a word for the individual in the congregation. 

What we must ask ourselves however, is whether the gift of prophecy that we see in the 
Body of Messiah is performing in the full dimension that it was supposed to, or has it 
become merely a process where members of the Body have conversations with 
themselves? 

Summary 

What we should now have in place in the Body of Messiah is: 

A set-apart, holy nation of priests.  
A Tabernacle of Living Stones.  
A prophetic message (we will come back to this later). 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State of  the World Today 

Our world is in a mess. While we speak to you from our experience in South Africa, we 
would suggest that these sort of problems are magnified throughout the world   

The weather patterns are all mixed up - unprecedented floods, and even worse … 
droughts for example in the Western Cape that are almost unknown. 

Consider the daily news … we hear how the “Date zero” (when all water is used up) in 
Cape Town is changed from time to time. 

Daily we are faced with stories of large scale corruption … where people arrange “deals” 
that have one purpose in mind - to move money destined for the needy, into the hands of a 
corrupt few.  

Recently we heard of scam where millions of Rand’s were paid out to a few, for a function 
that “never” happened … this is not an African story, German and British companies paid 
millions of Rands in order to obtain lucrative contracts and were part of the corruption.  

A number of years ago, the world economy went into free-fall … when banks and other 
financial institution’s played games with investments that resulted in a market crash.  

In our country we felt the effect of that crash … for the past 7-8 years our economy has 
stagnated. Jobs have been lost at a time when large numbers of youth have come through 
the learning institutions and have an expectation of being able to work.  

At the same time, State-run institutions have continued to highlight management failures 
and have built up colossal losses. 

Again, this is not just an African problem … Ireland, Greece, Portugal, Iceland all faced 
huge financial restructuring. 

Numerous projects designed to better the lives of many, better health, better living 
conditions and better education have all been stalled due to the lack of finances. 

More concerning is a strong world-wide trend of increasing anti-Semitism and has been 
evidenced by words of hatred, acts of violence - murder, collusive actions by people to 
intimidate other people who have different views on Israel and the Jewish people.  What 
has become evident is that these actions are now focused on any one who publicly 
declares that YHVH is GOD and that JERUSALEM is His Holy City.  

Lets take one example from the International scene , Europe should seriously be thinking 
about their past choices in life.  

Consider this … they exchanged 6,000,000 Jews, who followed the same GOD that we do  
- who contributed to society in knowledge, arts and innovation and accepted in their place 
20,000,000 foreigners that serve another god and who advocate war instead of peace. 
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Does the Church have a desperate need for the Fullness of the  
Prophetic? 

YES!!! 

The Bible gives us an example of the consequence of the Body of Messiah’s non-
involvement in world affairs. 

A short study in the Book of Ezekiel … highlights the fact that nobody was prepared 
to get involved in the major social and economic problems of that day. 

GOD called those problems BREACHES IN THE WALL.


Ezekiel 13:4-5 “ O Israel, your prophets have been like foxes among the ruins. You have 
not gone up into the gaps or breaches, nor built the wall around the house of Israel that it 
might stand in the battle on the day of the LORD.” 

In many respects the church distances itself from the physical world and wants to remain 
in the spiritual realm.  

By this I am not saying that the Body does nothing for the widow, orphan etc, but by and 
large remains divorced from the major “wrongs” that we see and read about in the 
newspapers.  

I have highlighted some important matters earlier and will not go into much more detail - 
however I feel that it is important to mention … and call  your attention to look at  the 
following: 

Disarray in marriages 
Level of humanism …gay and lesbian rights but at the expense of believers rights  
Human trafficking  
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EVIDENCE THAT THE FULLNESS OF THE PROPHETIC WORD 
IS BEING MANIFESTED?

In the domain of a KINGDOM OF PROPHETS / PRIESTS? 

NO!! 

Remember, as a royal nation / Kingdom of holy priests / set apart in a Living Stone 
Tabernacle – something that every person should aspire to … but will not necessarily be 
called into this level of prophecy. 

We should: 

Reveal the Heart of GOD for all people. 
Mentor Presidents and Prime Ministers on nations.  
Influence those leaders that can change culture.  
Reveal GOD’s Message about current affairs.  
Influence the climate / culture of a city / nation.  

Is the domain of the Gift of Prophecy operating IN THE BODY OF MESSIAH? 

YES - to some extent! 

We have seen the prophetic ministry shared through some powerful preaching - through 
some messages of exhortation and some messages of “Word” ministry direction … most 
of these are directed to members of the community. 

In addition, we get flooded from time to time with messages of end-time … some or other 
object in space that will hit the earth or a tsunami that will destroy large parts of the world. 

Rarely do we see a word that goes “outside” of the four walls of the Body, or prayer 
meeting with a group of believers. 

What do I think is the real place for the prophetic? 

“A Word from GOD that goes outside the four walls of the Body”. 

This implies that we need a new generation of leaders in the Body of Messiah who can: 

Receive GOD’s Message 
Reword the content into the context of this season / time’s  meanings / terminology  
Search for a forum that will be suitable to reach out to the masses that are outside of 
the Body  
Use all of the technology that is available to mankind to ensure that the leaders of 
nations are made aware of GOD’s Plans  
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Most critically, what are the ATTRIBUTES of a man who is a TRUE PROPHET of 
GOD?  

The CHARACTER of the man …  

A PROPHET MUST BE WISE 
A PROPHET MUST HAVE A CLEAR, INTELLIGENT MIND 
A PROPHET MUST HAVE A CHARACTER OF HIGH STANDARD 
A PROPHET MUST BE ABLE TO CONTROL THEIR EMOTIONS AND THEIR 
PASSIONS  
A PROPHET MUST SHUN MATERIALITY  
A PROPHET MUST DEVOTE HIS LIFE TO SERVING GOD  

It is a tall list of attributes … 

Clearly, very few men will be able to meet all of these criteria. 

However, one should be aware of the attributes where you are weak, and therefore build 
up these “walls” in your life, and get others to support you in particularly, those weak 
areas. 

What are some of the basic rules for a prophet to observe? 

1. Practice what you preach – do not tell others that GOD wants us to do something and 
then fail to live to that standard. 

2. Do not suppress a prophetic word … like Jonah did. You should not let you own fleshly 
desires determine whether you will speak or not.  

3. Do not express words of prophecy that are aligned to other gods … the example of 
Balaam.  

4. Test the “word” that you receive against the Bible - against the list of warnings and 
blessings that GOD has recorded for us, before you express these in public.  

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MESSAGES THAT THE “OUTSIDE OF THESE FOUR 
WALLS” PROPHET SHOULD BE BRINGING? 

While I suggest that these messages should be aimed at the broader community, they are 
equally valid and necessary for the believers inside the Body.  
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Four Messages of Restoration 

I have divided these messages into 3 groupings … messages that correspond with the 
major works of sin and rebellion for which restoration is required if we wish to impact the 
world.  

i) Messages to deal with the sin of  the fall of  Adam.  

Words that speak to the removal of impurities / uncleanness in the nation and the 
restoration of purity and holiness. 
Words that speak to a walk of loving obedience to “do” the Commandments / Word of 
GOD. 

John 15:1-12 “I am the true Vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me 
that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that continues to bear fruit, He 
(repeatedly) prunes, so that it will bear more fruit (even richer and finer fruit). You are 
already clean because of the word which I have given you (the teachings which I have 
discussed with you). Remain in Me, and I (will remain) in you. Just as no branch can bear 
fruit by itself without remaining in the vine, neither can you (bear fruit, producing evidence 
of your faith) unless you remain in Me. I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who 
remains in Me and I in him bears much fruit, for (otherwise) apart from Me (that is, cut off 
from vital union with Me) you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in Me, he is 
thrown out like a (broken off) branch, and withers and dies; and they gather such branches 
and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you remain in Me and My words 
remain in you (that is, if we are vitally united and My message lives in your heart), ask 
whatever you wish and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified and honored by this, 
when you bear much fruit, and prove yourselves to be My (true) disciples. I have loved you 
just as the Father has loved Me; remain in My love (and do not doubt My love for you). If 
you keep My commandments and obey My teaching, you will remain in My love, just as I 
have kept My Father’s commandments and remain in His love. I have told you these things 
so that My joy and delight may be in you, and that your joy may be made full and complete 
and overflowing.” 

Words that speak to a return to true GODLY Worship - 
and a removal of performance and showmanship … to 
dance like David danced. 
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1 Chronicles 25:1-6 “Moreover, David and the commanders of the army selected for the 
(temple) service some of the sons of Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, who were to prophesy 
with lyres, harps, and cymbals. The list of the musicians who performed their service was 
as follows: Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah; the sons of 
Asaph were under the direction of Asaph, who prophesied under the direction of the king. 
Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and 
Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with the lyre in 
thanksgiving and praise to the Lord. Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, 
Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-ezer, 
Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth. All these (men) were the sons of Heman 
the king’s seer to exalt him in accordance with the words of God; for God gave Heman 
fourteen sons and three daughters. All these were under the direction of their father to sing 
in the house of the Lord, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, for the service of the house of 
God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the order and direction of the king.” 

Words that reveal the understanding of GOD's Times and Seasons - how can prophets 
pretend to know GOD’s Seasons if they are not keeping HIS Feasts? 

Luke 12:54-56 “He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and that is how it turns out. And when (you see that) a 
south wind is blowing, you say, ‘It will be a hot day,’ and it happens. You hypocrites (play-
actors, pretenders)! You know how to analyze and intelligently interpret the appearance of 
the earth and sky (to forecast the weather), but why do you not intelligently interpret 
this present time?” 

Words to expose “rotten leadership”. 
Words of encouragement. 

1 Corinthians 14:3-4 “But (on the other hand) the one who prophesies speaks to people 
for edification (to promote their spiritual growth) and (speaks words of) encouragement (to 
uphold and advise them concerning the matters of God) and (speaks words of) consolation 
(to compassionately comfort them). One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one 
who prophesies edifies the Body (promotes growth in spiritual wisdom, devotion, holiness, 
and joy).” 

ii) Messages to deal with the contamination arising from Genesis 6 
and the Nephilim. 

Words of “outrage AGAINST the evil” at the time where foreign gods and their false 
prophets will attempt to place bondage on GOD’s People  … the case of Elijah. 

1 Kings 18:20-40 “So Ahab sent word to all the Israelites and assembled the (pagan) 
prophets together at Mount Carmel. Elijah approached all the people and said, “How long 
will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow 
him.” But the people (of Israel) did not answer him (so much as) a word. Then Elijah said 
to the people, “I alone remain a prophet of the Lord, while Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 
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Now let them give us two oxen, and let them choose one ox for themselves and cut it in 
pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it. I will prepare the other ox and lay it 
on the wood, and I will not put a fire under it. Then you call on the name of your god, and I 
will call on the Name of the Lord; and the god who answers by fire, He is God.” And all the 
people answered, “It is well spoken.” Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one bull 
for yourselves and prepare it first, since there are many of you; and call on the name of 
your god, but put no fire under it.” So they took the bull that was given to them and 
prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, hear 
and answer us.” But there was no voice and no one answered. And they leaped about the 
altar which they had made. At noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry out with a loud voice, 
for he is a god; either he is occupied, or he is out (at the moment), or he is on a journey. 
Perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened!” So they cried out with a loud voice (to get 
Baal’s attention) and cut themselves with swords and lances in accordance with their 
custom, until the blood flowed out on them. As midday passed, they played the part of 
prophets and raved dramatically until the time for offering the evening sacrifice; but there 
was no voice, no one answered, and no one paid attention. Then Elijah said to all the 
people, “Come near to me.” So all the people approached him. And he repaired and rebuilt 
the (old) altar of the Lord that had been torn down (by Jezebel). Then Elijah took twelve 
stones in accordance with the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word 
of the Lord had come, saying, “Israel shall be your name.” So with the stones Elijah built 
an altar in the Name of the Lord. He made a trench around the altar large enough to hold 
two measures of seed. Then he laid out the wood and cut the ox in pieces and laid it on 
the wood. And he said, “Fill four pitchers with water and pour it on the burnt offering and 
the wood.” And he said, “Do it the second time.” And they did it the second time. And he 
said, “Do it the third time.” And they did it a third time. The water flowed around the altar, 
and he also filled the trench with water. At the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 
Elijah the prophet approached (the altar) and said, “O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel (Jacob), let it be known today that You are God in Israel and that I am 
Your servant and that I have done all these things at Your word. Answer me, O Lord, 
answer me, so that this people may know that You, O Lord, are God, and that You have 
turned their hearts back (to You).” Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt 
offering and the wood, and even the stones and the dust; it also licked up the water in the 
trench. When all the people saw it, they fell face downward; and they said, “The Lord, He 
is God! The Lord, He is God!” Then Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do 
not let one of them escape.” They seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and (as God’s law required) killed them there.” 

Words declaring and defining GOD’s Plan for the New Jerusalem. 
Words of encouragement to believers to go to war … the stand and take courage. 

iii) Messages to deal with the rebellion / pride arising from man action 
at the tower of  Babel. 

Words of reconciliation with Israel / the Jews and definitive action that contributes to 
the fulfilment of Paul’s pleas of building the ONE NEW MAN. 
Words of direction to “tear down” the works of the occult / bloodlines / generational 
hurts and to “build up” a renewed Living Stone that is made whole in body / soul and 
spirit and who can now contribute to the Work of GOD – described as the role played 
by Jeremiah, but similarly spelt out by Paul. 
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1 Corinthians 14:24-25 “But if all prophesy (foretelling the future, speaking a new 
message from God to the people), and an unbeliever or outsider comes in, he is convicted 
(of his sins) by all, and he is called to account by all (because he can understand what is 
being said); the secrets of his heart are laid bare. And so, falling on his face, he will 
worship God, declaring that God is really among you. 

iv) Messages of  a Prophetic lifestyle 

It is not what you say … but what you do that counts!! 

Do you rally round in the face of new challenges? 
Do you accept that change is a part of your life? 
Do you always look up, whatever the circumstances? 
Do you leap with faith when the reality of life and the plumb line of YHVH meet? 
Do you reflect goodness outwardly????  

A prophetic voice is WIND if the fleshly man is not subject to GOD’s Commandments, 
simply because He will be speaking from the inward man (the old man), the ego which will 
be bound in chains. 

A prophetic voice has SUBSTANCE when the fleshly man is subject to GOD's 
Commandments, because He will be speaking from the inner man that is “clean and Holy”. 

So what is the character of the man/woman who you are listening 
too????


In order to better explain what I mean, let us consider the story of the demonised man at 
Gadara …  

We find there story in … 

Matthew 8:28-34 “When Yeshua arrived at the other side of the lake, in the Gadarenes’ 
territory, there came out of the burial caves two men controlled by demons, so violent that 
no one dared travel on that road. They screamed, “What do you want with us, Son of God? 
Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?” Now some distance from 
them a large herd of pigs was feeding. The demons begged him, “If you are going to drive 
us out, send us into the herd of pigs.” “All right, go!” he told them. So they came out and 
went into the pigs, whereupon the entire herd rushed down the hillside into the lake and 
drowned. The swineherds fled, went off to the town and told the whole story, including 
what had happened to the demonized men. At this, the whole town came out to meet 
Yeshua. When they saw him, they begged him to leave their district.”  

Matthew 9:1 “So he stepped into a boat, crossed the lake again and came to his own 
town.’  
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Y’shua travels to the other side of the lake. 
He finds one (two) men who are controlled by demons 
They are wild 
They are naked 
They recognise Y’shua’s power 
Outwardly - out of control … inwardly - under oppression. 

Y’shua releases them from the oppression, and send the demons into some pigs. 

Watch what happens! 
The whole town comes out to meet Y’shua  
On the face of things the people from the village appear “normal” 
Yet their outward actions will reveal the content of their inner man / heart. 
They ask Him to leave  
Outwardly rejecting Messiah … inwardly worshiping idols. 

The interesting news is that we think we know where that took place!!  

The sea of Galilee has seen some real spells of dry weather recently. 
Water levels dropped below 211 m for the first time in decades. 
The remains of a number of old harbours have been revealed.  
The harbour where we think this happened is at Tel Samra (now a holiday resort, 
Kibbutz Ha’on), close to the Yarmuk River.  

Page �  of �66 86



There is a rider (supplementary clause) to this story. 

Some time later Y’shua returns to this area.  
This time the people will come to listen. 
And it is here that He feeds the 4,000 (Matthew 15:32 …). 

People who have the TORAH written on their hearts and Sh’ma (Hear and do), will 
reflect the Light of Messiah! 

Listen to their prophetic word!! 

Check all others carefully—VERY CAREFULLY!!   

A Final Thought 

A TORAH-keeping community, cannot sit one side and pretend that they are fine, while we 
see a world around us getting progressively darker, and slowly but surely also puts us 
down. 

It is the Feast of Sukkot. 

We want to celebrate! 

BUT WE MUST ALSO KEEP AND GUARD THE GARDEN!! 

And it is in this context that we probably have our greatest prophetic role. 

You see, the Garden that we keep and guard, primarily, is your family, your children. 

As I indicated, the GREATEST prophetic voice IS your LIFE as a benchmark. 

Recently I read an article in the Times of Israel. 

It tells the story of the Bedouin fathers who leave their 4x4 and fancy homes behind and 
take off with their sons for 3 months every year at the time when the camels give birth, to 
herd these animals, but also to bond with their sons. 
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‘Bedouin revert to nomadic lifestyle for camel birthing 
season’ 

“Men leave modern life behind and bring sons and hundreds of camels to area near 
Kibbutz Kalya by the Dead Sea to continue ancient traditions” 
 

KIBBUTZ KALYA, West Bank (AP) - Each winter, camels lope around the moon-like desert 
landscape of the lowest place on Earth under the watchful eyes of their Bedouin Arab 
herders, in an ancient tradition passed from father to son over the generations.  

Ali El Guran brings his herd of more than 100 camels from southern Israel to the Dead Sea 
every November to pasture. It’s birthing season and this year, 30 camels are pregnant. 

Bedouin lifestyles have changed dramatically in the last few decades, with many leaving 
their traditional nomadic ways to settle in towns of southern Israel, trading their camels for 
pickup trucks and living off tourists instead of goat herds. 

But for three months a year, El Guran and the other herders live as their forefathers have 
for generations. 

It’s a simple life. The herders eat mainly bread and olive oil while drinking thick black 
coffee boiled on campfires. They sleep under the stars, near the herd, for weeks at a time. 
There is no cellphone coverage or other modern amenities. 
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El Guran and the others use the time to bond with their sons who have come with them to 
the pastures, away from the distractions of the contemporary world. They speak to the 
camels in a special language, directing them where to graze. 

About a day before it’s time to give birth, the mother camels separate themselves from the 
herd, sometimes walking several kilometers (miles) to find a private spot. The herders later 
find them standing guard over the newborns, protecting them from wolves and jackals, the 
main predators in the area. 

El Guran sells some of the baby camels as well as camel milk to make a living. 

As winter comes to an end, the area gets very hot and the camels are taken to a higher 
elevation, where it’s cooler. 

Until next winter. 

Please note: it’s a story about fathers and sons … but since we understand that women 
are equal in ALL aspects of spiritual life, this type of bonding / role-modelling should also 
be a part of their growing-up world. 

What prophetic life-story are you declaring to your children? 

The prophet Malachi says it this way… 

Malachi 3:24 “He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers;” 

Have you read this verse carefully? 

We hear daily of the havoc that will be coming at the return of the Messiah - every 
prophetic word speaks only of the end-time wars. 
  
However, this verse tells us something different is possible. 

If, PARENTS play their part well, and reveal YHVH truthfully in their daily walk with GOD, 
and they succeed in RESTORING the family to its glorious place in YHVH’s Kingdom - 
then we have a different ENDING. 
  
Let us read the entire verse. 

The important word is “otherwise“. 

If you prophetically declare the beauty / unity / connectedness, etc, of a GODLY Family 
and the hearts of the parents and the children are drawn to each other in love, then we can 
expect an ending that changes the nature of that “great and terrible day of Adonai”. 

Malachi 3:24 “He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers; otherwise I will come and strike the land with complete 
destruction.” 
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I can’t but help to add one more word of encouragement. And this time it is the story of a 
woman that cries for her children. 

Please read the end result! 

Jeremiah 31:14-15 “This is what ADONAI says: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamenting 
and bitter weeping. It is Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted for her 
children, because they are no longer alive.” This is what ADONAI says: “Stop your 
weeping, and dry your eyes, for your work will be rewarded,” says ADONAI. “They 
will return from the enemy’s land;” 

 

SHALOM  
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IV. Sand & Stars 
REACH DOWN TO THE SAND AND UP TO THE STARS! 

At Sukkot we are to bring a first-fruit offering … and we are to give thanks – this is proof 
that we have a harvest in the Land that was promised to us, AFTER we left Egypt. 

However, Sukkot is more than a thanksgiving offering - it’s also a time of expectation.  

The parables which describe the wedding ceremonies all give us a clear indication that we 
can also expect to see the rewards for our walk of obedience … the blessings in real life. 
A wedding scene reveals that we can be invited to the most intimate of ceremonies and at 
the same time experience the joy of that feast  

As “reborn” children of the Covenant through the work of Y’shua, we have every right to 
claim the title Son / Daughter of Abraham. 
  
If so, then it’s those blessings that go all the way back to Abraham that we should be 
experiencing daily. 

Are you Happy and Healthy? 

Annually the world system tries to define ‘how we as humans are doing. One of these 
measurements - The Index of "Happiness” recently published the year 2018’s results. 

Once again Israel is in the top 20 countries in the world! 
This year, the same as last year, they remain in 11th position. 
This index measures the degree of equality, the degree of trust in the community as 
well as things such as generosity and social support. 
Notably, countries such as the USA have dropped down to 18th and the UK to 19th 
position.  
Other results, some to be expected due to the wars that continue to be waged there 
are, Lebanon (war) 88th, Jordan (no war ) 90th, Syria (war) 150th and Palestine 104th.  

At the same time, this index also measures the health status – in this regard, Israel lies in 
6th position … not only can they provide for themselves, but are regularly recorded as 
helping neighbour’s from Syria, and so on. 

What were the BLESSINGS spoken over Abraham? 

(a) The first blessing that Abraham received was in connection with the STARS. 

He receives this blessings because of his OBEDIENCE – he has left the land of his 
fathers and moved when YHVH asked him to do so. 
His family trust him sufficiently to make the journey with him. 
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However, the promise is that his descendants will inherit the Land, and he has no son. 

In his very human nature he asks YHVH … how will this be? 

In the passage that follows, YHVH cuts a Covenant with Abraham as a sign of the Promise 
and points to the stars. 

Genesis 15:5-6 “Then He brought him outside and said, “Look up at the sky, and count 
the stars - if you can count them! Your descendants will be that many!” He believed in 
ADONAI, and he credited it to Him as righteousness.” 

(b) The second blessing that Abraham received, (however, we can draw the conclusion 
that this blessing is in respect of Isaac) was in connection with the grains of SAND. 

This blessing of sand follows an equally demanding act of obedience from Abraham. 

GOD’s WORD has come to pass. 
Sarah has had a boy - Isaac. 
Now YHVH says - I want you to go to Mount Moriah and make a sacrifice.  
Abraham does not delay, he gets up early the next morning and sets off on this journey 
in the unknown. 

  
In the blessing that follows, the stars and the sand are combined 
  

Genesis 22:17 “I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars 
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 
gate of his enemies,” 

Genesis 26:4 “I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky, I will 
give all these lands to your descendants, and by your descendants all the nations of the 
earth will bless themselves.” 

Genesis 32:13 “You said, ‘I will certainly do you good and make your descendants as 
numerous as the grains of sand by the sea, which are so many they can’t be counted.’”  

(c) The third blessing that we see recorded has to do with Jacob, and comprised of 
DUST.  

In this story we read of Jacob on his way to Haran to escape from the intentions of his 
brother Esau. 
He will lie down to sleep, dream of a ladder that reaches from the heavens all the way 
to the earth. 
Here Jacob will be inspired to undergo a process of renewal.   
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Genesis 28:13-15 “Then suddenly ADONAI was standing there next to him; and He said, 
“I am ADONAI, the GOD of Avraham your (grand)father and the GOD of Yitz’chak. The 
Land on which you are lying I will give to you and to your descendants. Your descendants 
will be as numerous as the grains of dust on the earth. You will expand to the west and 
to the east, to the north and to the south. By you and your descendants all the families of 
the earth will be blessed. Look, I am with you. I will guard you wherever you go, and I will 
bring you back into this Land, because I won’t leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.”  

So, as Sons / Daughters of Abraham we have a 3 dimensional blessing … stars, sand 
and dust! 
 

This one verse stands out as a beacon for me.  

There are a number of words that we need to consider as we progress in this study. 

Genesis 22:16-18 “He said,“I have sworn by Myself - says ADONAI - that because you 
have done this, because you haven’t withheld your son, your only son, I will most 
certainly bless you; and I will most certainly Increase your descendants to as many as 
there are stars in the sky or grains of sand on the seashore. Your descendants will 
possess the cities of their enemies, and by your descendants all the nations of the earth 
will be blessed - because you obeyed My order.” 
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Let us take a look at each one of these highlighted words. 

As we analyse each one, you will see that there is a message hidden away for us. 

These words give you a benchmark - how close are you to  … ????


If we think back to the Garden of Eden then we can picture this scene: 

Adam and Eve have rebelled. 
They now wear figs leaves (why do we speak of the apple?) 
And then YHVH, (who knows everything), asks them—“where are you Adam and Eve?” 

That question still rings out today. 

If we are sons / daughters of Abraham who are to reveal the blessings of YHVH, and are 
not doing so - then YHVH asks today … where are you???? 

(i) The first word to analyse is: “I have sworn by Myself” 

In this passage we have a reaffirmation of the blessings. 

Several aspects stand out that make this different from those past. 

YHVH makes a Solemn Oath. 
And then goes on to explain why this one is different. 

In the past, all blessings have been divine, pure GRACE, given simply because Abraham 
had been prepared to leave his family and his inheritance and go wherever YHVH 
determined.   

From being an owner of property he became a sojourner. 

☑ Are you really a sojourner? 


☑  Do you go where YHVH wants you to go? 


☑ Or do you stay where you are fixated with personal problems, with the state of 
the country and the economy, and living in fear?


This current blessing which combines the STARS and the SAND into one blessing arises 
BECAUSE of Abraham‘s walk of OBEDIENCE. 
  
This is not just any sacrifice. 

This speaks of a total surrender - a complete sacrifice … note the words used here … 
“you have not withheld your son - your only son.” 
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There is intense meaning hidden here. 

Abraham had two sons i.e. Isaac and Ishmael. 

However, in YHVH’s Eyes, the “only son” is the “COVENANT SON”. 

Meaning of Strong’s 3173 “Yachiyd” 

Hebrew word for “withheld is Strong’s 2820 “Chasak”, meaning: 

We all come to a place in time when we, just like Abraham, make a choice to leave our Ur /
Egypt / the world system and turn to follow YHVH’s Will for our lives. To use the Church 
words … we are “reborn”. 

Abraham was “reborn” for quite a few years before he is called upon, asking him to make  
the ultimate sacrifice!! 

This becomes the question that you must seek to answer. 

How complete is that sacrifice? 
How much of the "old man" has been kept in reserve? 
How much of the "will" is kept in check just to make sure that we don’t go over board? 
How much of the "emotions” are kept for yourself so that you can maintain your 
position in society? 

Any form of compromise for position / power / or status means an incomplete sacrifice.  

(ii) The second word to analyse is: “multiply” 

This word has been translated as “abundance” and “many” … more often than not 
implying sheer numbers. 
  
However, throughout the Bible we often see references: 

a) That the cities of the Israelites had been multiplied greatly 

That when the Israelites left Egypt they were numbered at 600,000 and that this 
represented great multiplication. 

Strong’s  3173: Yachiyd Unique / solitary

Strong’s 2820: Chasak • To keep for yourself 
• To keep for yourself 
• To keep in reserve 
• To spare  
• To keep from  
• To keep in check
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1 Kings 4:20 “Y’hudah and Isra’el were as numerous as sand grains on the seashore; 
they ate, drank and enjoyed themselves.” 

b) Indeed, we see this word used when Joseph collects the grain for 7 years and 
multiplies Pharaoh wealth. 

Genesis 41:49 “Yosef stored grain in quantities like the sand on the seashore, so much 
that they stopped counting, because it was beyond measure.”  

c) We also see this word used by YHVH when He curses Eve and all women after 
her, as a result of the fall of Adam in the Garden of Eden.  

Genesis 3:16 “To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth; In pain 
you will give birth to children; Yet your desire and longing will be for your husband, And he 
will rule (with authority) over you and be responsible for you.” 

Hebrew word for “multiply” is Strong’s 7235 “rabah”, meaning: 

The numbers of the children of Abraham have never been much in comparison with the 
rest of the world. 

Indeed, at the height of King David’s kingdom, the Land of Israel was small in comparison 
to Alexander the Great years later.  

So the question that we must answer is this … is this multiplication about sheer 
numbers of people, or is it something else?  

The common denominator today is - how big is your torah group - how many people 
are connected on your mailing list?? 

Paul teaches us that we should look to the physical to identify the spiritual. 

In physical numbers the JEWS are few … 

Over the years we have come see that much of the innovation / new design / technological 
advancement has emanated from Jews / Israel. 

Jews contribute 22.5% of the value that the world experience as evident through the 
number Nobel prizes that have been issued while only representing 0.2% of the world’s 
population.  

Strong’s 7235: rabah • To become many 
• To do much in respect of  
• To be full of 
• To gather / yield  
• To process (of time) 
• To enlarge
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Said differently, as of 2008, Jews (Issac), contributed 129 Nobel prizes to the 4 that 
Ishmael, from the Arab world, received.  

If I look at the words - “to do much in respect of (to yield)”, I think that we should think 
about multiplication differently. 

I submit that "multiplication" refers to levels  and dimensions of knowledge 
and truth. 

(iii)The third word to analyse is: “sand”  

As indicated earlier, much of the thinking about this concept of abundance, especially in 
the light of the number of the grains of sand - was size / sheer numbers / strength.  

“Sand” in Hebrew is the word “chol” … in other words, it is something secular / or ordinary 
/ or in more definitive terms - something that is not set aside as Holy to YHVH . 

This makes it clear that the blessings associated with sand are earthly. 

I suggest that as we study the following few scriptures we will come to see that "sand" 
speaks of natural knowledge / wisdom / intellect that can be used to better the plight 
of mankind. 

GODLY Wisdom: YHVH gives Solomon the ability to understand human nature, to have 
insight into the ways of the world, and therefore to be able to execute GODLY 
Judgements.  

We need to use this analogy in the physical to define a spiritual change. 

Sandstorms can be catastrophic for mankind! 

If our blessings are found in the sand, then obviously we need to be able to make some 
spiritual connection that can be reconciled with that blessing. There should be an 
equivalent REAL LIFE benefit that we can source. 

If we apply Biblical principles as is envisaged in the story where Yitro advises Moses to 
implement a change in the handling of legal cases, then we should as children of 
Abraham, be revealing: 

strength of character,  
a calmness of spirit,  
and a unique balance of justice to all,  

… irrespective of their place in society. 
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That kind of  Biblical justice will releases a spiritual sand storm that will: 

Cloud the vision / cause shortsightedness of those who pervert justice 
Choke those who would harm the poor and the needy 
Make it difficult for those who would steal from the children of Israel to move - they will 
be forced to take cover until the storm has passed  

Is this not what has happened recently in Israel? 
  

Iran had every intention to attack Israel recently 
YHVH sends a sandstorm that is so thick that the sky turns dark (nobody can move) 
and the plan of attack is neutralised  

1 Kings 4:29 “GOD gave Shlomo exceptional wisdom and understanding, as well as a 
heart as vast as the sandy beach by the sea.”  

  
Hidden treasures: YHVH has hidden treasures within the sands … in the physical we 
would interpret this as gold / diamonds etc, but we should not lose sight of the ability 
and talents inside the human brain that can innovate / and develop new technology.  

In the blessings spoken out over the tribes - its good to take special note of that spoken 
over Issachar. 

He will dwell in the tents … in other words, he will have a sound application of Biblical 
principles 
Yet his treasure is in the sand  

In the mundane things of the world, a man of YHVH who:  

applies Biblical values and norms  …  
who serves YHVH with joy,  
and who produces sacrifices of righteousness … can be a treasure of immense value  
to a community. 
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Deuteronomy 33:19 “They will summon peoples to the mountain and there offer righteous 
sacrifices; for they will draw from the abundance of the seas and from the hidden 
treasures of the sand.” 

Boundaries: YHVH has caused that the sand will set the boundary for the waters and 
the seas.  

Sand also has the capacity to hold water - the creation of dams. 

In similar fashion, we as humans can set boundaries around our homes / lives / 
environment by the values and character attributes that we choose to reveal to this world. 
  

Any time spent studying the WORD will mean that I am filling the 
"dam" on my mind and heart with GODLY Knowledge. 


Finally, Y’shua teaches us that we should build our houses - that is our family structure /
our Biblical community on solid rock and not sand.  

Matthew 7:26-27 “But everyone who hears these Words of Mine and does not act on them 
will be like a stupid man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the rivers flooded, 
the wind blew and beat against that house, and it collapsed - and its collapse was 
horrendous!” 

All of these combine to show me that SAND represents the choices of the mind …  

the degree that I choose to seek YHVH’s Will in my life,  
the choice I make to make full use of the mental capacity that YHVH has deposited in 
my brain.  

We have a saying … time is running out … and we use grains of sand in bell a hour-
glass bottle to measure that time.  
Sand speaks of our blessings. 
Time is a gift from YHVH. 

Grasp the time that you have and make a difference. 


(iv)The forth word to analyze is: “stars” 

Science has revealed something quite interesting.  

There are people who have attempted to number the stars. 

I will not pretend to understand how, or what those numbers really mean - but the short 
summary of it is this … it would appear that the number of stars outweighs the number of 
grains of sand by 10 times! 
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As we study these following scriptures, I am going to propose that we look at the word 
stars as a description for concepts such as to reveal spiritual revelation / truth / to 
illuminate the spiritual / Heavenly meaning of physical objects or deeds / to explain the 
value of good deeds / values.  

Spiritual / Heavenly position … stars point to our position in Y’shua … we are seated in 
Heavenly Places. 
  
In both the creation accounts: 
  
1. Where the stars are reflective lights - showing GOD’s Glory, and  
2. The account of the dream of Joseph where we see the stars pointing to a position of 

leadership … 

… we can see that it is expected of us to be living our lives (as stars) reflecting GODLY 
Attributes. 

Is this not the case when we take note of the fact that we should live like 
the ‘bright morning star”? 

What would that mean? …  

That the Torah study and the spiritual prophetic dreams that we get through the night will 
be revealed in our interpretation of His Will … to remove all the dark places where man’s 
own ego will infect the prophetic? 

2 Peter 1:19 - 21 “Yes, we have the prophetic Word made very certain. You will do well to 
pay attention to it as to a light shining in a dark, murky place, until the Day dawns and the 
Morning Star rises in your hearts. First of all, understand this: no prophecy of Scripture is 
to be interpreted by an individual on his own; for never has a prophecy come as a result of 
human willing — on the contrary, people moved by the Ruach HaKodesh spoke a 
message from God” 

Genesis 1:16 - 18 (Genesis 37:9) “GOD made the two great Lights — the larger light to 
rule the day and the smaller light to rule the night — and the stars. GOD put them in the 
dome of the sky to give light to the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
divide the light from the darkness; and GOD saw that it was good.” 

Without doubt, there is a reason why we should shine like the stars. 

If we want to reveal the GODLY Biblical Leadership, then we should produce a different 
kind of light. 

Have you thought of the life story of Daniel? 

He lives in captivity and he serves a foreign king. 
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Yet every one “knows“ about that man Daniel … his spiritual insight to interpreting the 
king’s dreams become the mechanism that causes even the magic makers and 
magicians of the kings court to be granted a second life!  

1 Corinthians 15:41 “The sun has one kind of beauty, the moon another, the stars yet 
another; indeed, each star has its own individual kind of beauty.” 

1 Corinthians 15:42-44 “So it is with the resurrection of the dead. When the body is 
“sown,” it decays; when it is raised, it cannot decay. When sown, it is without dignity; when 
raised, it will be beautiful. When sown, it is weak; when raised, it will be strong. When 
sown, it is an ordinary human body; when raised, it will be a body controlled by the Spirit. If 
there is an ordinary human body, there is also a body controlled by the Spirit.” 

Known to YHVH: stars are named … so if the stars are known by the Almighty YHVH, 
then how much we will be known by Him!! In the Book of Revelation we learn we receive a 
new name when we commit to a walk of Holiness / Obedience. 

That name also means that we will have unique calling … to search and watch for the 
spirit of Babylon to arise - we are to watch for the “day star” and to be ready to lead those 
who would need spiritual insight in the final days (Isaiah 14:12). 

Psalm 147:4 “Singing praises …” 
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Spiritual individuals will continually sing YHVH’s Praises … in the good times, but more 
importantly, when things are not going well. (Job 38:7) 

Psalm 148:3-4 “Praise Him, sun and moon! Praise Him, all shining stars! Praise Him, 
highest heaven, and waters above the heavens!” 

Psalm148:5-6 “Let them praise the Name of ADONAI; for He commanded, and they were 
created. He established them forever and ever; He has given a Law to which they must 
conform. 

Fighting for His Creation in the Heavenlies 

In the story of Barak and Deborah, we read that the stars are engaged in warfare (Judges 
5:20). 

Without an insight into this degree of warfare, how will we pretend to explain the end-time 
signs? 

Today there are many who would produce one theory after the next - very detailed 
presentations, and complex diagrams that would have us believe their version of the 
prophetic word. 

YHVH wants us to be in tune with the Heavenly realities and be able to combine the signs 
in the heavens with a truthful interpretation of the Torah. 

YHVH’s anger will arise!!!!! 

Woe that you would be focused on ritual / legalism and traditions while the Fire of God’s 
wrath burns  

Revelation 12:3-4 “Another sign was seen in heaven there was a great red dragon with 
seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven royal crowns. Its tail swept a 
third of the stars out of heaven and threw them down to the earth. It stood in front of the 
woman about to give birth; so that it might devour the child the moment it was born.”  

Micah 2:13 “The One breaking through went up before them; they broke through, passed 
the gate and went out. Their king passed on before them; ADONAI was leading them. 

We are to live as priests in a Living Stone Tabernacle - this implies that we can interpret 
the natural and the physical commandments and transform these into spiritual realities that 
will be acts of praise and worship in that Tabernacle. 

This type of non-legalistic, non-ritualistic praise and worship will bring GLORY to YHVH. 

There is a warning … 

When we do not live as stars that bring light, we will suffer the affiliation of the enemy. 
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Deuteronomy 28:65-68 “Among these nations you will not find repose, and there will be 
no rest for the sole of your foot; rather ADONAI will give you there anguish of heart, 
dimness of eyes and apathy of spirit. Your life will hang in doubt before you; you will be 
afraid night and day and have no assurance that you will stay alive. In the morning you will 
say, ‘Oh, how I wish it were evening!’ and in the evening you will say, ‘Oh, how I wish it 
were morning!’ — because of the fear overwhelming your heart and the sights your eyes 
will see. Finally, ADONAI will bring you back in ships to Egypt, the place of which I said to 
you, ‘You will never ever see it again’; and there you will try to sell yourselves as slaves to 
your enemies, but no one will buy you.” 

(v) The final word that we must study is: “gates”  

There are two gates in our lives. 

The gate to Heaven or the gate to hell. 
We can possess the gates / city of our adversary.   
It happens when we make a "complete“ sacrifice.  

 

In the following scriptures we see "how" to take the gates. 

We fortify the gates by taking up our mandate as stewards of this "Garden” that we have 
been entrusted with. 
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Genesis 1:28-30 “GOD blessed them: GOD said to them, “Be Fruitful, Multiply, Fill the 
earth and Subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea, the birds in the air and every living 
creature that crawls on the earth.” Then GOD said, “Here! Throughout the whole earth I 
am giving you as food every seed-bearing plant and every tree with seed-bearing fruit. 
And to every wild animal, bird in the air and creature crawling on the earth, in which there 
is a living soul, I am giving as food every kind of green plant.” And that is how it was.” 

We write the WORD of YHVH on the doorposts of our hearts. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 “These Words, which I am ordering you today, are to be on your 
heart; and you are to teach them carefully to your children. You are to talk about them 
when you sit at home, when you are traveling on the road, when you lie down and when 
you get up.  Tie them on your hand as a sign, Put them at the front of a headband 
around your forehead, and write them on the door-frames of your house and on your 
gates.” 

We go to war against the enemy that would stand up against us wanting to take our Land.  

Judges 5:11 “Louder than the sound of archers at the watering-holes will they sound as 
they retell the righteous acts of ADONAI, the Righteous Acts of His Rulers in Isra’el.” Then 
ADONAI’s people marched down to the gates.” 

We sing His praises!!! 
  

Psalm 24:7-10 “Lift up your heads, you gates! Lift them up, Everlasting Doors, so that the 
Glorious King can enter! Who is He, this Glorious King? ADONAI, strong and mighty, 
ADONAI, mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, you gates! Lift them up, everlasting doors, so 
that the Glorious King can enter! Who is He, this Glorious King? ADONAI -Tzva’ot - HE is 
the Glorious King. (Selah)” 

A blessed Son of Abraham will close the doors of the gates of hell … by role-modelling a 
GODLY Lifestyle and will open the doors of Heavens, by his petitions, his first-fruit 
offerings, his worship and his service as a leader. 
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A Final Thought 

I would fail if I did not stop and talk about the “other” word used within the blessing of 
multiplication – used in the scripture that describes Jacob’s dream … the word "dust" 

The Hebrew word here: Strong’s 6083 "aphar" carries the meaning: 

Dry earth  
Powder  
Debris  
Clay / loam used to make walls  
Mortar  

This word is used at the time when YHVH fashions Man out of the dust and then breathes 
life into him. 

Genesis 2:7 “Then ADONAI, GOD, formed a person (Hebrew: adam) from the dust of the 
ground (Hebrew: adamah) and breathed into his nostrils the Breath of Life, so that he 
became a living being.” 

Similarly, it’s the word used when Joshua falls on his face after the defeat at Ai, thereby 
indicating to YHVH their absolute humility. 

He asks “why did you bring us here to die?”. 

The answer, under the covering of the "dust" of the earth, is that someone in the camp 
had sinned. 

Joshua 7:6-7 “Y’hoshua tore his clothes and fell to his face on the ground before the Ark 
of ADONAI until evening, he and the leaders of Isra’el, and they put dust on their heads. 
Y’hoshua said, “Oh, ADONAI! GOD! Why did You take the trouble to bring this people 
across the Yarden if You meant to hand us over to the Emori and have us perish?” 

Joshua 7:10-12 “ADONAI said to Y’hoshua, “Stand up! Why are you lying there face 
down? Isra’el has sinned. Yes, they have violated My Covenant, which I Commanded 
them. They have taken some of what was to have been set aside for destruction. 
They have stolen it, lied about it and put it with their own things. This is why the people of 
Isra’el cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs on their enemies, because 
they have come under a curse. I won’t be with you any more unless you destroy the things 
meant for destruction that you have with you.” 

Humanity is made from “dust” and the “divine breath” of YHVH. 

As soon as man sins - the Divine breath is removed and we revert to dust. 

But within that combination - dust and divine breath … we see something wonderful. 
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We find the image of UNITY / CONNECTEDNESS. 

The blessings of Abraham / Isaac and Jacob are not about quantity, but about 
quality. 
These blessings are spiritual. 
These blessings are intended by YHVH to ascribe importance to you as a Son / 
Daughter of Abraham. 
These blessings demand that you are set-apart, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, that 
makes an impact by your vision / your intellectual ability to change the world / your 
values that set a new benchmark for righteousness.  
It is NOT about numbers, It’s about DESTINY.  

My friend, the question comes again … where are you Adam / 
Eve?


Do you have an answer?
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