BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
READING
---Roly Buys--1

Parashah Tazria “She Conceives”- Week 27 & Parashah M’tzora Week 28

A GIFT FROM GOD
This week’s portion comes from Leviticus 12:1-13.59, 2 Kings 4:42-5:19 and,
Matthew 8:1-4, 11:2-6, Luke 2:22-24, 5:12-16, 7:18-23.
!

The portion covers two main topics:
-

The ritual uncleanness of a woman after childbirth, and

-

The concept and consequences of something called “tzara’at” or as it’s
translated in English – leprosy.

A) The amazing gift of birth
We read in this portion, the Commandment for a woman that gives birth to wait through a
prescribed period before she goes through the ritual “mikveh” waters of purification 1.
The thinking that a woman could be “unclean” seems foreign to us in today’s age. The use
of this word however, has a very different context and meaning from that which we would
think today. Keep in mind, YHVH lives in a world of absolute purity - the exact opposite
of purity is any form of death.
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Mostly, when we think of the newborn baby, and we are joyful/happy about the vast
potential that is still undeveloped, the joy that we will experience as we see the child
mature. We all have dreams, and aspirations of what we think this new baby can achieve.
Some of these are man-made; they are aspirations of achievements that we thought to
achieve in our own right. Some of these are the fruit of prophetic word and dreams that
have been “banked” a long time ago.
And that’s also why we will all claim that he/she looks exactly like so-and-so and why we
will claim that because she has long fingers, she will play the harp/flute and so on. We
want to identify with the baby and the potential that exists still to be developed. We want
to have dreams that are based on the foundation principle of followers of Messiah:
because we are children of the Covenant our next generation will fully “enter the Land”.
At these times we focus on the new life, but seldom consider the stark reality that the birth
process is still today one of extremely high risk even today with all of the modern medicine.
The fact is that the mother passes through the valley of death at the moment of
giving life. Very few people appreciate the high-risk circumstances that a woman
goes through at these times. As she struggles to work through the consequences of
the “curse” that was decreed after the sin in the Garden of Eden, GOD (YHVH) wants to
bless her:
Genesis 3:16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly increase your pain in childbirth. You
will bring forth children in pain.”
And because the woman has pushed through the pain, because she has “created“ new
life, GOD (YHVH) will take the impurity that arises after this brush with death, to bless the
woman by this Commandment. Please note how good GOD (YHVH) is. (He wants the
woman to feel the special warmth of extra care and attention.) He wants her to have a
time of rest and restoration.
Leviticus 12: 2, 8 “Tell the people of Isra’el: ‘If a woman conceives and gives birth to a
boy, she will be unclean for seven days with the same uncleanness as in niddah the cohen
will make atonement for her, and she will be clean.’”
He wants her to have sufficient time alone with Him (being outside the camp does not
mean that the Holy Spirit is not ministering to her) in order to recognize the gift of life as
a special gift from GOD (YHVH).
B) An inheritance of Tzara’at
The word “tzara’at” gets introduced in this portion. But in order to really get a better
appreciation for the concept, one needs to look at all of the other places where it is
described.
And for that reason, we start off the study by using a passage from:
Leviticus 14:34 “When you have entered the land of Kena‘an which I am giving you as a
possession, and I put an infection of tzara‘at in a house in the land that you possess, 35
then the owner of the house is to come and tell the cohen.”
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Let’s look at some important points to consider…
GOD (YHVH) gives us an inheritance in the Land. GOD (YHVH) gives the plague of
tzara’at in the house of your inheritance.
So how can something like this be a gift and an inheritance? Much of this portion speaks
about the concept of Tzar’at, as if it is seemingly incurable, unless a miracle occurs. We
will find examples of the “miracle” in the story of a man Na’aman, as set out in the
haftorah portion2 who receives this miracle healing as a result of his faith, and later on in
the Books of Matthew 8:1-4, Mark 1:40-45, and Luke 5:12-16 we will see similar stories
where Y’shua heals people:
Matthew 8:1-4 “After Yeshua had come down from the hill, large crowds followed him. 2
Then a man afflicted with tzara‘at came, kneeled down in front of Him and said, “Sir, if You
are willing, You can make me clean.” 3 Yeshua reached out His Hand, touched him and
said, “I am willing! Be cleansed!” And at once he was cleansed from his tzara‘at. 4 Then
Yeshua said to him, “See that you tell no one; but as a testimony to the people, go
and let the cohen examine you, and offer the sacrifice that Moshe commanded.”
These various healing stories give us the insight
that the “leprosy”, although manifesting as a
physical thing, really has to do with a spiritual
state. What is really interesting is the attitude of
the man who wanted to be healed.
In both the case of the leper and Na’aman, there
is this a clear desire to be healed, and a
commitment to change. It therefore seems that
in many instances we are content to continue
doing whatever it is that is causing the leprosy the bad deeds - the wrong heart - or whatever!!!
This is revealed clearly when Y’shua is up in
Galilee, in the synagogue preaching... He
opens the Scroll and reads.
Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
because He has anointed Me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent Me to
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
He then goes on to say… This passage has been fulfilled—today! The people whose
hearts are set in their own ways, who walk in the flesh while appearing to be righteous,
and are busy with legalistic religion, (who want to continue doing whatever is leprous)
become furious.
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Luke 4:28 On hearing this, everyone in the synagogue was filled with fury.
The question is, why? Why be unhappy when someone says that they are here to bring
liberty to those oppressed? Surely we would want to be a blessing to all nations?
Y’shua has referred back to the story of Na’aman and He makes it clear, that even though
a mighty prophet (Elisha) of GOD (YHVH) had walked the earth at that time, the fact
remains that only one man had come to be healed.
Luke 4:24-27 Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth,
I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were
shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and
Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman
who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”
NUGGET We must walk in obedience to GOD’s WORD, we must desire to do His
Will, and we must want to be “pure and holy”.
And that’s exactly what Na’aman does. He gets angry when he is faced with something
that does not fit into his worldview of reason. However, in his defense - he is a gentile, who
does not have the background and the history of experiencing GOD’s faithfulness. He
does, however, have the ability to think outside of his own norms, and maybe he has the
creative/spiritual discernment to listen to an Israelite’s slave girl’s words and “see” her faith
in her GOD (YHVH).
2 Kings 5: 1-3 Na‘aman, commander of the king of Aram’s army, was highly respected
and esteemed by his master; because through him ADONAI had brought victory to Aram.
But although he was a brave warrior, he was also suffered from tzara‘at. 2 Now on one of
their raids into Isra’el’s territory, Aram carried away captive a little girl, who became a
servant for Na‘aman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “I wish my lord could go to the
prophet in Shomron! He could heal his tzara‘at.”
Na’aman walks in faith - he travels to the prophet Elisha after presenting himself at the
door of the king of Israel.
2 Kings 5:8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Isra’el had torn his
clothes, he sent a message to the king: “Why did you tear your clothes? Just have him
come to me, and he will know that there is a prophet in Isra’el.”
Initially he gets angry at the seemingly strange answer, however he eventually does what
he has been told and is healed. Obedience in faith is always accepted by GOD (YHVH)
and blessed (no where does it say that he converted before he was healed).
Strange that we would like to think that GOD (YHVH) only blesses the children of Israel!!
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2 Kings 5:9-14 So Na‘aman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of
Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, who said, “Go, and bathe in the
Yarden seven times. Your skin will become as it was, and you will be clean.” 11 But
Na‘aman became angry and left, saying, “Here now! I thought for certain that he would
come out personally, that he would stand, call on the name of ADONAI his God and wave
his hand over the diseased place and thus heal the person with tzara‘at. 12 Aren’t
Amanah and Parpar, the rivers of Dammesek, better than all the water in Isra’el? Why
can’t I bathe in them and be clean?” So he turned and went off in a rage. 13 But his
servants approached him and said, “My father! If the prophet had asked you to do
something really difficult, wouldn’t you have done it? So, doesn’t it make even more sense
to do what he says, when it’s only, ‘Bathe, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and
immersed himself seven times in the Yarden, as the man of God had said to do; and his
skin was restored and became like the skin of a child; and he became clean.
But the story does not end here... The servant of the prophet will run after Na’aman and
claim that the prophet should be rewarded (remember—Elisha said NO).
Why?
Because it is wrong to receive a reward from man for interceding before GOD (YHVH) on
behalf of that person, so that GOD (YHVH) can perform a miracle - surely we must know
that GoOD (YHVH) will reward a faithful servant?
How often do we see people look for a reward when they petition GOD (YHVH) on behalf
of man?
Any man whose heart is focused on this type of reward is impure and cannot serve in the
Tabernacle.
Consider this—how often these days do you see people who appear to represent GOD
(YHVH), demand monetary reward for their services?
And this now takes us back to the beginning - to the question of the inheritance and the
Tzara’at!!!
If we return to our opening portion and read a little further, we find these words…
Leviticus 14:47 “When tzara‘at infects an article of clothing, whether it be a woolen or a
linen garment, 48 on the threads or the woven-in parts of either linen or wool, or on a hide
or item made of leather; 49 then if the stain on the garment, hide, threads, woven-in parts
or leather item is greenish or reddish, it is an infection of tzara‘at and is to be shown to
the cohen.”
What is it that stands out? The “leprosy” has colour. And it’s this idea of colour that allows
us to think… We have established that the cause of the leprosy is a heart attitude.
What would the colour green represent? It’s not stated – you and I need to think and to
draw conclusions.
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What about the pursuit of material things? Or, is it a case of unethical business
transactions? We often present ourselves as pious—as people who are considerate of
others as we make donations. Nobody knows “how” we made these riches though…
This point is vividly illustrated by the servant of the prophet Elisha.
2 Kings 5:22-27 “Yes,” he replied. “My master sent me with this message: ‘Two young
men have just now come to me, guild prophets from the hills of Efrayim. Would you be
kind enough to give them a talent of silver [sixty-six pounds] and two changes of clothes?”
23 “By all means, take two talents!” said Na‘aman, pressing him. He tied up the two talents
of silver in two bags and gave them, with the two changes of clothes, to two of his
servants, who carried them ahead of Geichazi. 24 On reaching the hill, he took the bags
from them and put them away in the house. Then he let the men go, and they left. 25 He
went in and stood before his master. Elisha asked, “Where have you been, Geichazi?”
“Your servant hasn’t gone anywhere,” he said. 26 Elisha said to him, “Wasn’t my heart
there with you when the man left his chariot to meet you? Is this a time to receive silver
and clothing — and olive groves and vineyards and sheep and oxen and male and female
slaves? 27 Therefore Na‘aman’s tzara‘at will cling to you and your descendants forever.”
He left Elisha’s presence with tzara‘at as white as snow.
What would the colour red represent? What
about the actions that speak to hatred, murder
and the destruction of lives? We would like to
restrict this to the actual death of someone,
however, Y’shua makes it clear that gossip,
slander and the malicious use of our mouth is
a dangerous instrument that that starts one off on
a journey that will eventually lead to bloodshed.
Hosea 4:2 There is swearing, lying, murder,
stealing, and committing adultery;
they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows
bloodshed.
Mark 7:21-23 For from within, out of a person’s
heart, come forth wicked thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 greed,
malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, arrogance, foolishness…. 23 All these wicked
things come from within, and they make a person unclean.”
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A FINAL THOUGHT
Back to our portion…

We can be cleansed!!
It’s a decision made by every individual to repent from our wicked ways, and to return to
the Tabernacle. It’s a question of freedom of choice. GOD (YHVH) longs to heal every one
of us!
Leviticus 13:58-59 But if the infection is gone from the garment, threads, woven-in
parts or leather item that you washed, then it is to be washed a second time, and it will be
clean. 59 This is the law concerning infections of tzara‘at in a garment of wool or linen, or
in the threads or the woven-in parts, or in any leather item — when to declare it clean
and when to declare it unclean.
We need to Mikveh our hearts!!! We have a Great High Priest in the Order of Melchizedek,
waiting for us to BRING OUR CIRCUMCISED HEARTS AND SOULS AND MINDS TO
HIM.
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