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THE EARLY CHURCH AND THE LAST DAYS 

CHURCH

“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.” -- Edmund 
Burke

The Body of Messiah (The Church) has a purpose and role to fulfill in order to make a 
statement, cause change, and be a light to the world. If you knew what role the Body of 
Messiah has to play in the world, would you tolerate anti-Semitic deeds and words?

Because of the state that the world economy is in, the unrest as well as the political 
upheaval, it is suffice to say that we are standing at a crossroad. 

It could be said that in our times, the moral value system could be at its lowest ever, and 
the system of pagan worship, the occult and so forth, is ever increasing.

Is the Body of Messiah where it should be?

God’s initial plan — let’s look for the pattern

1) The Garden of Eden 

A place of shalom1  inside (a set apart 
piece of land) separated from the rest of 
the world.

The borders that defined the Garden 
were four rivers. OUTSIDE of the Garden 
of Eden, was the rest of the world—in 
some places called the land of Nod, in 
other places called the land of Eden.

Genesis 2:15 “15 So the Lord God took 
the man [He had made] and settled him 
in the Garden of Eden to cultivate and 
keep it.”

The Garden of Eden was a place of purity - there was no sin and therefore all 
relationships were based on pure brotherly love. Think about it, concepts like envy and 
jealousy did not fit into this framework yet.

Family relationships were also at their very best—both Adam and Eve drew near to each 
other as they both drew near to God. Each had the other’s best interests  at heart and 
there was no competition for God’s Love.
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1"Shalom is Hebrew for completeness, wholeness, tranquility, perfect health, and so forth. 
It could be narrowed down to meaning “lacking nothing good”
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In the Garden there was intimacy with God every day—the ultimate knowing that you will 
see and hear the absolute pure intentions of God.  Unfortunately, this is the exact opposite 
of the Body of Messiah today—where we look with difficulty through a stained glass. 

Genesis 3:8[a] “8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool [afternoon breeze] of the day, so the man and his wife hid and kept themselves 
hidden from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.”
 
In the Garden there was complete provision. Adam and Eve could eat of anything that 
they chose that was allowed. More importantly, all they did was keep, tend and guard the 
garden - “work” as we know it today.

There was peace and blessing, complete rest, no fear — absolute SHALOM.

Genesis 1:28 “28 And God blessed them [granting them certain authority] and said to 
them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, and subjugate it [putting it under your power]; 
and rule over (dominate) the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and every living thing that 
moves upon the earth.’”

They only had ONE Commandment to keep that would change their relationship with 
God; don’t eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

Consequence

The consequence of man using his freedom of choice and being disobedient and 
rebellious against God resulted in the exodus from the Garden. 

2) The Man Abraham 

The world has gone further and further 
backwards—dramatic actions such as  the 
flood of Noah have not had the desired 
effect. There is no vestige of any Godliness.

Abraham heard the call from God. He then 
made the choice, out of his own free will to 
be “saved”, by moving away from sin and 
towards God. He crossed over - which is the 
true picture of repentance.

He lived in the land that God showed him, 
inside a community of people who did not 
believe. Yet, he set the standard of a set 
apart lifestyle.  ONCE again, it calls for us 
to read through all of the stories that 
describe Abraham’s life in order to identify 

those attributes, which reflect the Character 
of God.
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These are some of those that I think are important:

a) Good family relations - except for a few instances where Abraham dishonoured his 
wife, as well as the story of Ismael - that he had a son (not the son of Promise) with Hagar.

b) Intimacy with God. There are number of examples where Abraham and God 
communicated freely. 

c) An obedient walk with GOD, KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS. Although we do not 
see a detailed “list” of Commandments, it’s clear that God had told Abraham what He 
expected from him, because we note that God often called him “My friend”. 

There are visible actions from Abraham’s life that can be identified as Commandments:

• Hospitality.
• Fighting for a lost brother – LOT.
• Pleading for a lost city.

We see the story of this family continue down over the years, where Isaac is born, almost 
sacrificed, and produced two sons, and his son Jacob carries the blessing.

But the children’s children—the sons of Jacob were not living in victory and had to 
“exodus” the Promised Land and go down to Egypt.

3) The Exodus

The Israelites were delivered out of Egypt 
(certainly not all as they had to exercise 
their freedom to choose God’s way, 
suffice to say, not all chose to put the 
blood on the doorpost).

They arrived at Mount Sinai, where they 
received the Ten Commandments, and in 
reality - a gift/promise of a marriage 
Covenant. The Israelites responded by 
saying, “we will do and we will hear!” 
And so they become a set apart 
people/holy nation and a royal 
priesthood.

This  “set apart” status did not last long. Very shortly thereafter, two major 
incidences took place that literally destroyed God’s plan. Because of this, many had died 
in the wilderness and slipped away in the sand of time as a group of people who failed to 
make the most of their calling.

They were guilty of:
~Sin of the golden calf.
~Sin of the spies.
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They were forced onto a journey of renewal through the wilderness - where those who did 
not obey would die and fade away into the sand… and a new generation would have the 
courage to enter the land.
 
(A concept to think about: all idols were destroyed, all pagan believers killed, the land 
allocated to God’s people, the Tabernacle in the center of the land… is  this not a picture of 
a “new garden of Eden”, a holy place of purity and intimacy?)

They entered that land, but compromised, and other interests caused them to deviate from 
the plan… they journeyed away from God into:

• Paganism 
• Greed
• Hatred
• Multiple belief systems: Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes

Y’SHUA (Jesus) AND THE EARLY CHURCH

Let’s recap:

The earliest Biblical picture/image that is made for us to study starts with the original 
Garden of Eden. The Children of God (whether defined as Adam/Eve, the House of 
Abraham or as the Israelites) were  “renewed” at Mount Sinai. The reality of the Sinai 
experience was to have a “reborn” nation of believers that were willing to obey God 
through thick and thin.

At the mountain, God re-instated a model of a separated people who would worship Him. 
But this group of set apart people, after a time, chose to walk on paths that determined 
their own way and on multiple paths away from the original pathway…

What does Y’shua (Jesus) want to do?

We commonly have the picture in our minds that Y’shua (Jesus) came to “save us”. While 
not incorrect, this description is particularly limiting in its vision. When we “see” what He 
did through the course of His ministry (the Bible does not give a job description list –we 
need to reflect on all of the events and determine which of these are markers of His 
ministry), we can identify with other more critical aspects/features of His ministry, as 
listed here below. 

a) To look for the lost sheep: 
(Please note, The Messiah did not say that He was on earth to find something like “goats” 
and transform them into sheep.)  We must accept that He came to find and transform 
those, who at one time or another had walked in His  footsteps, but had gone astray and to 
bring them back into the fold. (Note the terminology is different, but in reality we are talking 
about the Body of Messiah—which until this moment were known as the Israelites).
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b) To remove fences/tradition built by man:
The church will enter into huge debates, about the aspects of Grace versus Law. Anything 
that looks like a Commandment is rejected as “legalism”, but you will be surprised at the 
traditions of men that become commandments. For example, you must tithe at this house, 
you must attend the cell groups, and you must…

Matthew 15:1-9 “15 Then some Pharisees and scribes from Jerusalem came to Jesus and 
said, 2 “Why do Your disciples violate the [a]tradition (religious laws) handed down by 
the [Jewish] elders? For Your disciples do not [ceremonially] wash their hands before 
they eat.” 3 He replied to them, “Why also do you violate the commandment of God 
for the sake of your tradition [handed down by the elders]? 4 For God said [through 
Moses], ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘He who speaks evil of or insults or treats 
improperly father or mother is to be put to death.’ 5 But you say, ‘If anyone says to his 
father or mother, “Whatever [money or resource that] I have that would help you is [already 
dedicated and] given to God,” 6 he is not to honor his father or his mother [by helping them 
with their need].’ So by this you have invalidated the word of God [depriving it of 
force and authority and making it of no effect] for the sake of your tradition [handed 
down by the elders]. 7 You hypocrites (play-actors, pretenders), rightly did Isaiah 
prophesy of you when he said, 8  ‘This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is 
far away from Me. 9 ‘But in vain do they worship Me, For they teach as doctrines the 
precepts of men.’”

c) To restore all people back to the original pathway:
What a wonderful picture we have, of a man that had followed Y’shua (Jesus) with 
passion, but had fallen away when he rejected the Messiah, but now is  offered the 
opportunity to repent and return. It’s  these people who are the ones that become the most 
loyal, simply because they have counted the cost.
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John 21.15-19 15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these [others do—with total commitment 
and devotion]?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You [with a deep, 
personal affection, as for a close friend].” Jesus said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 Again 
He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me [with total commitment 
and devotion]?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You [with a deep, 
personal affection, as for a close friend].” Jesus said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He 
said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me [with a deep, personal 
affection for Me, as for a close friend]?” Peter was grieved that He asked him the third 
time, “Do you [really] love Me [with a deep, personal affection, as for a close friend]?” And 
he said to Him, “Lord, You know everything; You know that I love You [with a deep, 
personal affection, as for a close friend].” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 18 I assure 
you and most solemnly say to you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and 
walked wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and 
arms, and someone else will dress you, and carry you where you do not wish to go.” 19 
Now He said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. And after 
saying this, He said to him, “Follow Me [walk the same path of life that I have walked]!”

What is that restored pathway?

•  One New Man/one olive tree (not Jew/gentile/man/woman)
•  Walking in Spirit and Truth
•  Keeping His Commandments 
•  Building a Tabernacle of Living Stones.

LAST 2000 YEARS

Keep in mind that when Y’shua (Jesus) came:

• He came to restore.
• He pulled down ungodly beliefs.
• He walked in justice, mercy and humbleness. (He was redesigning/implementing a 

new version of the Garden of Eden.)

Working from a Restored starting point, as set out for us by John

Read this  passage carefully—if you are born again it means that you are grafted into the 
Vine. However, if you do not bear fruit, i.e. do not walk in obedience to the 
Commandments (in Spirit and Truth) then you will be pruned, and even cut off.
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John 15:1-17  “I am the true Vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that continues to bear 
fruit, He [repeatedly] prunes, so that it will bear more fruit [even richer and finer fruit]. 3 
You are already clean because of the word which I have given you [the teachings which I 
have discussed with you]. 4 Remain in Me, and I [will remain] in you. Just as no branch 
can bear fruit by itself without remaining in the vine, neither can you [bear fruit, 
producing evidence of your faith] unless you remain in Me. 5 I am the Vine; you are the 
branches. The one who remains in Me and I in him bears much fruit, for [otherwise] apart 
from Me [that is, cut off from vital union with Me] you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does 
not remain in Me, he is thrown out like a [broken off] branch, and withers and dies; 
and they gather such branches and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 
If you remain in Me and My words remain in you [that is, if we are vitally united and My 
message lives in your heart], ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you. 8 My 
Father is glorified and honored by this, when you bear much fruit, and prove yourselves 
to be My [true] disciples. 9 I  have loved you just as the Father has loved Me; remain in 
My love [and do not doubt My love for you]. 10 If you keep My commandments and 
obey My teaching, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and remain in His love. 11 I have told you these things so that My joy 
and delight may be in you, and that your joy may be made full and complete and 
overflowing. 12 “This is My commandment, that you love and unselfishly seek the best for 
one another, just as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love [nor stronger 
commitment] than to lay down his own life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you 
keep on doing what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you [My] friends, 
because I have revealed to you everything that I have heard from My Father. 16 You have 
not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and I have appointed and placed and purposefully 
planted you, so that you would go and bear fruit and keep on bearing, and that your fruit 
will remain and be lasting, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name [as My 
representative] He may give to you. 17 This [is what] I command you: that you love and 
unselfishly seek the best for one another.

d) Keep His appointed Feasts
You will note that Y’shua (Jesus) attended every single Feast—importantly, Paul tells us 
that we must “keep” these Feasts in the spiritual realm. Please note what he says about 
Passover—remove the leaven of malice, bitterness.

e) Live in the spiritual reality of His Commandments
The Commandments can look and sound like an awful lot of work. Both the Prophets of 
old and Y’shua (Jesus), tell us its quite simple. And it’s  only these three things. All of the 
Commandments can be fitted into one of these.

Micah 6:8 “He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of you 
except to be just, and to love [and to diligently practice] kindness (compassion), And 
to walk humbly with your God [setting aside any overblown sense of importance or 
self-righteousness]?”
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f) He asks us to role model an obedient lifestyle

Mark 12:28-32 28 Then one of the scribes [an expert in Mosaic Law] came up and 
listened to them arguing [with one another], and noticing that Jesus answered them well, 
asked Him, “Which commandment is first and most important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, 
“The first and most important one is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord; 30 and 
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul (life), and with 
all your mind (thought, understanding), and with all your strength.’ 31 This is the second: 
‘You shall [unselfishly] love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” 32 The scribe said to Him, “Admirably answered, Teacher; You 
truthfully stated that He is One, and there is no other but Him.
 
What have we as the Body of Messiah done? WHAT evidence is  there today, of the 
restored Body of Messiah?

Here’s GOD’s version of the work of the Body of Messiah:

Matthew 12:33-37 33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad 
and its fruit bad; for the tree is recognized and judged by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, 
how can you speak  good things when you are evil? For the mouth speaks out of that 
which fills the heart. 35 The good man, from his [inner] good treasure, brings out good 
things; and the evil man, from his [inner] evil treasure, brings out evil things. 36 But I  tell 
you, on the day of judgment people will have to give an accounting for every 
careless or useless word they speak. 37 For by your words [reflecting your spiritual 
condition] you will be justified and acquitted of the guilt of sin; and by your words 
[rejecting Me] you will be condemned and sentenced.”

But some went ahead and have developed Judaism!!!
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Matthew 23:1-7 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 saying: “The 
scribes and Pharisees have seated themselves in Moses’ chair [of authority as 
teachers of the Law]; 3 so practice and observe everything they tell you, but do not 
do as they do; for they preach [things], but do not practice them. 4 The scribes and 
Pharisees tie up heavy loads [that are hard to bear] and place them on men’s 
shoulders, but they themselves will not lift a finger [to make them lighter]. 5 They do 
all their deeds to be seen by men; for they make their phylacteries (tefillin) wide [to make 
them more conspicuous] and make their tassels long. 6 They love the place of distinction 
and honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues [those on the platform near the 
scrolls of the Law, facing the congregation], 7 and to be greeted [with respect] in the 
market places and public forums, and to have people call them Rabbi.

The church has introduced a form of lawlessness—man’s teachings no longer reflect 
the Bible. For example we have the following movements, which do not “look like” 
the early day church.

Religious movements like Catholicism and others - with many religious symbols such as 
“mother Mary”. Churches that seek only the power/miracles  manifestations, but do they 
love their neighbour?

Matthew 7:21-23 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22 
Many will say to Me on that day [when I judge them], ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in Your name, and driven out demons in Your name, and done many miracles in Your 
name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them publicly, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me 
[you are banished from My presence], you who act wickedly [disregarding My 
commands].’

END TIME CHURCH

Y’shua (Jesus) is coming back…here is the 
promise!!

Revelation 1:7! “7 Behold, He is coming 
with the clouds, and every eye will see 
Him, even those who pierced Him; and all 
the tribes (nations) of the earth will mourn 
over Him [realizing their sin and guilt, and 
anticipating the coming wrath]. So it is to be. 
Amen.” 

What has He created that He is coming 
back for?

Revelation 1:6 “6 and formed us into a Kingdom [as His subjects], priests to His God 
and Father—to Him be the glory and the power and the majesty and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.”
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What does this “object” look like?

Very simply put… A Tabernacle in the form of the New Jerusalem—made up of Living 
Stones.

Revelation 21:10-14 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a vast and lofty mountain, 
and showed me the holy (sanctified) city of Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God, 11 having God’s glory [filled with His radiant light]. The brilliance of it resembled a 
rare and very precious jewel, like jasper, shining and clear as crystal. 12 It had a massive 
and high wall, with twelve [large] gates, and at the gates [were stationed] twelve angels; 
and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were written. 13 On 
the east side [there were] three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, 
and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and 
on them the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb (Christ)
The question is… are you that BRIDE?

He is coming back for a Bride that is pure and spotless, one that has two “dresses”.

A BRIDE dressed for war.

Ephesians 6:10-20 10 In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [draw your strength from Him 
and be empowered through your union with Him] and in the power of His [boundless] 
might. 11 Put on the full armor of God [for His precepts are like the splendid armor of a 
heavily-armed soldier], so that you may be able to [successfully] stand up against all the 
schemes and the strategies and the deceits of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the rulers, against 
the powers, against the world forces of this [present] darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) places. 13 Therefore, put on the complete 
armor of God, so that you will be able to [successfully] resist and stand your ground in the 
evil day [of danger], and having done everything [that the crisis demands], to stand firm [in 
your place, fully prepared, immovable, victorious]. 14 So stand firm and hold your ground, 
having tightened the wide band of truth (personal integrity, moral courage) around your 
waist and having put on the breastplate of righteousness (an upright heart), 15 and having 
strapped on your feet the gospel of peace in preparation [to face the enemy with firm-
footed stability and the readiness produced by the good news]. 16 Above all, lift up the 
[protective] shield of faith with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil 
one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God. 18 With all prayer and petition pray [with specific requests] at all times [on every 
occasion and in every season] in the Spirit, and with this in view, stay alert with all 
perseverance and petition [interceding in prayer] for all God’s people. 19 And pray for me, 
that words may be given to me when I open my mouth, to proclaim boldly the mystery of 
the good news [of salvation], 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. And pray that in 
proclaiming it I may speak boldly and courageously, as I should.

AND

A BRIDE dressed for a wedding

Revelation 19:7 7 “Let us rejoice and shout for joy! Let us give Him glory and honor, for 
the marriage of the Lamb has come [at last] and His bride (the redeemed) has prepared 
herself.”
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Isaiah 61:10 “10 I will rejoice greatly in the Lord, My soul will exult in my God; For He has 
clothed me with garments of salvation, He has covered me with a robe of righteousness, 
As a bridegroom puts on a turban, And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.”

He will come, looking for a Tabernacle made up of “Living Stones.”

1 Peter 2:4-10 4 Come to Him [the risen Lord] as to a living Stone which men rejected and 
threw away, but which is choice and precious in the sight of God. 5 You [believers], like 
living stones, are being built up into a spiritual house for a holy and dedicated priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices [that are] acceptable and pleasing to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a chosen stone, a precious 
(honored) Cornerstone, And he who believes in Him [whoever adheres to, trusts in, and 
relies on Him] will never be disappointed [in his expectations].” 7 This precious value, then, 
is for you who believe [in Him as God’s only Son—the Source of salvation]; but for those 
who disbelieve, “The [very] stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 
Cornerstone,” 8 and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble 
because they disobey the word [of God], and to this they [who reject Him as Savior] were 
also appointed. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a 
[special] people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies [the 
wonderful deeds and virtues and perfections] of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people [at all], but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

How close are we to this model? Are we functioning as a son of Abraham?

John tells us most clearly what is expected of us… a lifestyle of obedience.

John 8:31-36 31 So Jesus was saying to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in 
My word [continually obeying My teachings and living in accordance with them, then] you 
are truly My disciples. 32 And you will know the truth [regarding salvation], and the truth 
will set you free [from the penalty of sin].” 33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s 
descendants and have never been enslaved to anyone. What do You mean by saying, 
‘You will be set free’?” 34 Jesus answered, “I assure you and most solemnly say to you, 
everyone who practices sin habitually is a slave of sin. 35 Now the slave does not remain 
in a household forever; the son [of the master] does remain forever. 36 So if the Son 
makes you free, then you are unquestionably free.

**NUGGET!** And then the most important words of all:  It’s  not WHO you know—but how 
your life reflects His Will, that counts.

John 8:38-39 38 I tell the things that I have seen at My Father’s side [in His very 
presence]; so you also do the things that you heard from your father.” 39 They answered, 
“Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you are [truly] Abraham’s children, then do 
the works of Abraham and follow his example.
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SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

Are we walking in Spirit and in Truth? Do we hear and do? What is expected of us?

Revelation 14:12 12 Here is [encouragement for] the steadfast endurance of the saints 
(God’s people), those who habitually keep God’s commandments and their faith in Jesus.

TWO STICKS BECOME ONE

We must remember that the children of Israel have a place in the end time - They are 
restored.

Ezekiel 36:22-28 22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “It is 
not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which 
you have profaned among the nations where you went. 23 I will vindicate the holiness of 
My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned 
among them. Then the nations will know [without any doubt] that I am the Lord,” says the 
Lord God, “when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 24 For I will take you from 
the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 25 
Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all 
your uncleanness and from all your idols. 26 Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put 
a new spirit within you, and I  will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. 27 I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and 
you will keep My ordinances and do them. 28 You will live in the land that I gave to your 
fathers; and you will be My people, and I will be your God.

And then more importantly, they are brought back to life as we see in the vision of the dry 
bones — How? I don’t know… The example is clear—it will happen. We struggle to 
visualize the spiritual reality of exactly how this will take place. (Ezekiel 37.) 

OBSERVATION -- FINAL THOUGHT

Churches today want to get people born again, baptized, and in a
community. God wants us to be a community (a Tabernacle of Living Stones) that is:

• Set apart
• Holy
• A royal priesthood, INSIDE OF THIS WORLD

WHY? SO THAT WE CAN BE A BLESSING!!

Genesis 12:2-3 “2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you [abundantly], 
And make your name great (exalted, distinguished); And you shall be a blessing [a source 
of great good to others]; 3 And I will bless (do good for, benefit) those who bless you, And I 
will curse [that is, subject to My wrath and judgment] the one who curses (despises, 
dishonors, has contempt for) you. And in you all the families (nations) of the earth will be 
blessed.”
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If you do not know exactly what the end-time Body of Messiah looks like, if you do not 
live a set-apart and holy life, if you are not standing in your role as Priest, then you may 
very easily think that acts or words of anti-Semitism are acceptable.

If you have condoned these things in the past – would you think today, that you have the 
“right dress” to be a BRIDE?

LET’S REPENT of any lack of commitment of now and in the past, which placed us as a 
part of the “lukewarm” church!!

Let’s OVERCOME!!

Revelation 3:19-22 19 Those whom I [dearly and tenderly] love, I rebuke and discipline 
[showing them their faults and instructing them]; so be enthusiastic and repent [change 
your inner self—your old way of thinking, your sinful behavior—seek God’s will]. 20 
Behold, I stand at the door [of the church] and continually knock. If anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I  will come in and eat with him (restore him), and he with Me. 21 He 
who overcomes [the world through believing that Jesus is the Son of God], I will grant to 
him [the privilege] to sit beside Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down beside 
My Father on His throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear and heed what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’”

AMEN!!
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Paradise Found2 

In a lush valley beneath an extinct volcano in northern Iran, groundbreaking British 
archaeologist David Rohl claims to have found the site described in Genesis as 
Eden. And while there's no shortage of skeptics, several leading experts are more 
than intrigued 

Tibor Krausz 

The Jerusalem Report, February 1, 1999 

"The Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and placed there the man whom He 
had formed'' "A river issues from Eden to water the garden, and it then divides and 
becomes four branches. The name of the first is Pishon, which winds through the whole 
land of Havilah. The gold of that land is good; bdellium is there, and lapis lazuli. The name 
of the second river is Gihon, which winds through the whole land of Cush. The name of the 
third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Genesis 2:8-14 

The route: From western Iran, north through the Zagros mountains of Iranian Kurdistan, 
down Mt. Sahand, and into the fertile Adji Chay valley.

DFlamboyant British archaeologist David Rohl believes the prehistoric site that once 
served as inspiration for the legendary Garden of Eden in the Bible is located in today's 
Iran (photos: David Rohl) 
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The destination: Eden.

Ten miles  from the sprawling Iranian industrial city of Tabriz, to the northwest of Teheran, 
says British archaeologist David Rohl, he has  found the site of the Biblical garden. And 
while many experts have their doubts, several respected historians and geologists  are 
convinced that Rohl's assertions have real merit.

"As you descend a narrow mountain path, you see a beautiful alpine valley, just like the 
Bible describes it, with terraced orchards on its slopes, crowded with every kind of fruit-
laden tree," says Rohl, a scholar of University College, London, who has just returned from 
his third trip to the area, where mud-brick villages flourish today.

"The Biblical word gan (as  in Gan Eden) means 'walled garden,'" Rohl continues, "and the 
valley is indeed walled in by towering mountains." The highest of these is Mt. Sahand, a 
snow-capped extinct volcano that Rohl identifies as the Prophet Ezekiel's  Mountain of 
God, where the Lord resided among "red-hot coals" (Ezekiel 28:11-19). Cascading down 
the once-fiery mountain, precisely echoing Ezekiel, is a small river, the Adji Chay (the 
name of which also translates in local dialect as "walled garden"). The locals still hold the 
mountain sacred, Rohl says, and attribute magical powers to the river's water.

The word Eden itself, Rohl believes, likely derives from the Sumerian "Edin" or "fertile 
plain." Read properly, he asserts, the Bible places the primordial garden on the eastern 
side of a fertile plain. And, true to form, his valley is just to the east of the 200- mile-long 
Miyandoab plain, which lies alongside two great salt lakes, Urmia and Van, on the borders 
of Iran, Iraq and Turkey. "In prehistoric times, the climate there was much warmer and 
wetter than today," Rohl told The Jerusalem Report. "Dense pine and cedar forests 
covered the slopes of the valley, which no doubt nurtured an earthly paradise."

Even today the valley is  lush; it serves as Tabriz's kitchen garden. But pollution from 
nearby petrochemical plants, Rohl says, makes it "paradise lost." In a sad sense, that's 
fitting, because as  Rohl reads the story of Eden, it's  about the "descent" of humanity, from 
a pristine existence as hunters and gatherers, into urban living.

The Garden of Eden is  not on most scholars' list of archaeological targets. Conventional 
scholarly wisdom considers  the search for Eden as futile as would be the search for the 
Hades of Greek mythology. Eden, skeptics say, exists strictly in the realm of faith and 
myth, and should be left there. "I doubt we'll ever find Eden outside the pages of the 
Bible," asserts  Prof. Victor Hurowitz, a Biblical scholar and Assyriologist at Ben-Gurion 
University in Beersheba. "Scholars who go looking for it end up imposing the myth on the 
facts on the ground."

Mt. Sahand, a snow-capped volcano, rises above the alpine Liqvan Valley near the Iranian 
city of Tabriz. Yet Rohl, an Egyptologist who came to his site partly by following the 
researches of the late, little-known British scholar Reginald Walker, and partly by retracing 
a 5,000-year-old route to Eden described in Sumerian cuneiform clay tablets held by the 
Museum of the Orient in Istanbul, is only one of an increasing number of archaeologists, 
geologists, historians and others who insist Eden does have a physical dimension. 
The "Edenists" who include the American archaeologists  Prof. Juris  Zarins and James 
Sauer, and the populist British author Andrew Collins don't claim for a moment that man 
was created there, or that the events in Eden unfolded as the Bible describes  them. But 

17



they emphatically argue that Genesis, in describing Eden, had a specific place in mind just 
as Homer was speaking of a real Troy in the Iliad, though the city was regarded as  a 
mythical place until its ruins were discovered. (See box, page 41).
Since the Bible scrupulously documents  the specifics  of the garden's  location and its 
surroundings, says Rohl, a non-practicing Catholic, why shouldn't we take those 
descriptions at face value? "I consider the Bible a historical document just like the writings 
of Herodotus or a text of Rameses II," says Rohl, who has just published his  findings in 
"Legend: The Genesis of Civilisation" (Century) in England. "It's ridiculous to throw it in the 
dustbin just because it's  a religious text. If so strong a tradition evolves out of the past, it is 
likely to have a genuine geographical setting."

The Biblical description places Eden at the headwaters of four rivers: the Tigris  (Hiddekel 
in Hebrew), the Euphrates (Perat), the Gihon and the Pishon. The Tigris and the 
Euphrates, which both rise near Lake Van and empty into the Persian Gulf, are no-
brainers; the Gihon and the Pishon are anyone's guess. The first-century Jewish historian 
Josephus Flavius identified them as the Nile and the Ganges; ever since, scholars  and 
clerics have wagered on most major rivers in Western Asia.

Rohl identifies them as the Araxes, which flows from north of Lake Urmia to the Caspian 
Sea to the east; and the Uizhun, which rises near Mt. Sahand and also disgorges into the 
Caspian. That puts the headwaters of all four rivers at his Eden. "I'm convinced that the 
Garden of Eden has finally been discovered," Rohl asserts. "Not only have we identified 
the four rivers, but the topography fits the description of an Edenic paradise perfectly."

The area, Rohl adds, is also packed with landmarks that retain their Biblical names. North 
of the Adji Chay river valley rises the Kusheh Dagh the Mountain of Kush. Beyond it lay the 
Bible's land of Cush, Rohl asserts, rejecting the traditional identification of Cush with 
Ethiopia. The Araxes, the Bible's Gihon, "winds through" the area, just as  the Bible 
describes. The Uizhun, Rohl's equivalent to the Bible's Pishon, is  known locally as  the 
Golden River, and meanders between ancient gold mines and lodes of lapis lazuli. Again, 
this  matches the Bible's account. And "East of Eden," not far from Tabriz, Rohl has found 
an area called Noqdi, which he believes is the Biblical land of Nod Cain's place of exile 
after murdering Abel.

Rohl goes even further: A few kilometers south of his  putative Nod, at the head of a 
mountain pass, lies the sleepy town of Helabad, formerly known as Kheruabad "settlement 
of the Kheru people." That, he says, could be a permutation of the Biblical word keruvim 
the ferocious winged guardians of Eden's eastern gateway. Genesis is normally read as 
referring to some type of angel, but Rohl suggests that the keruvim, or Cherubs, were a 
tribe of fearsome warriors  whose token was an eagle or falcon, and who were only turned 
into otherworldly creatures by later tradition.

Poppies bloom on what Rohl believes was once the Sumerians' fertile plain of "Edin" in 
ancient Mesopotamia 
Several leading historians in Britain, where Rohl's theory is gaining widespread popular 
and scholarly attention, find much that is  convincing in his arguments. "There's a very 
good chance that Rohl is right on the topography," says the University of Liverpool's Prof. 
Kenneth Kitchen, a world-famous historian of the ancient world. "But to guarantee it with 
absolute certainty, I'll just have to scratch my head until the rest of my hair disappears." 
David Ellis, director of the Genesis  Laboratory in London, a center of research on the 
origins of civilization, agrees: "Rohl has  correctly identified and fitted together several 
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pieces of the jigsaw puzzle. Civilization did originate in this area, and that makes for an 
intriguing hypothesis."

Leading Israeli archaeologists, meanwhile, are so taken with the claims that they have told 
The Report of plans for a conference on Eden in Jerusalem this summer, which Rohl says 
he intends to attend. "Discoveries like this are the biggest draw for archaeology," says 
organizer David Ilan, an archaeologist at Hebrew Union College.

David Rohl is not new to Biblical headline making. Three years ago, he stood the accepted 
chronology of ancient Egypt on its head by claiming that shortening the pharaonic timeline 
by up to 300 years results in perfect matches between Egyptian history and Biblical 
narratives, including the life of Joseph, the Exodus and the conquest of the Promised Land 
by Joshua. He argued his case in a controversial bestseller "A Test of Time" and the 
subsequent TV series "Pharaohs and Kings," which made him Britain's highest- profile 
archaeologist and the center of much scholarly feuding.

Bearded and over six feet tall, Rohl, 48, caught the ancient history bug as a nine-year-old, 
when his mother took him on vacation along the River Nile. Nowadays, he scouts around 
the Middle East in a weather-beaten fedora and says he loves the "adventure of 
archaeology." But he chafes at the unavoidable comparison with Harrison Ford's celluloid 
adventurer Indiana Jones: "Jones is  a robber. He steals artefacts; he doesn't discover 
them. Archaeology is  a painstaking accumulation of evidence, not a gung-ho fantasy 
world," he says.

Still, Rohl's Eden quest does rival some of his Hollywood alter ego's exploits. He had been 
researching the location since the late 1980s through academic documents. But in April 
1997, he decided to seek out Eden himself, and set out from the Iranian town of Ahwaz, 
near the northern tip of the Gulf, with only his  jeep driver for company. They traveled north 
toward Kurdistan through what Rohl calls "lawless" terrain, trusting to luck to avoid the 
various guerrilla factions active in the region.

Rohl was following a route, documented in the Sumerian cuneiform epic "Enmerkar and 
the Lord of Aratta," supposedly taken 5,000 years  earlier by an emissary of the Sumerian 
priest-king of Uruk. The emissary had been dispatched to Aratta, on the plain of "Edin" 
known to Sumerians as a land of happiness and plenty to obtain gold and lapis lazuli to 
decorate a temple that Enmerkar was building in Uruk, a Sumerian city-state on the plains 
between Kurdistan and the Gulf. The cuneiform epic describes the dutiful emissary's three-
month trek on foot via seven passes through the Zagros mountains, to the foothills  of Mt. 
Sahand the southern edge of Rohl's  Eden and his successful procurement of the required 
valuables.

Rohl sits on the steps of troglodyte buildings in the village of Kandovan near Tabriz 
Rohl believes that this account inspired the Seven Gates of Heaven motif in Talmudic 
tradition thousands of years later. "The ancient Sumerians, Babylonians and Assyrians  all 
knew of an earthly paradise that had once lain beyond the Zagros mountains, beyond 
what they called the Seven Heavens," he says. "For them, Eden was still very much an 
earthly place. Only later Judeo-Christian tradition bestowed heavenly status on it."

A few years earlier, another Eden-hunter had started his search from the same area, but 
taken a different direction. In the mid- 1980s, Prof. Juris Zarins, an internationally 
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renowned archaeologist at Southwest Missouri State University in Springfield, placed the 
Garden of Eden in a prehistoric plain beneath the head of the Persian Gulf, a few hundred 
miles south of Rohl's  location. Zarins, who traveled to the site and also used satellite 
photography to bolster his claims, identified the enigmatic Gihon and Pishon rivers as the 
Karun, which begins  in Iran and flows south to the Gulf, and a "fossil river" that once 
flowed through northern Arabia. Around 4000 BCE, Zarins believes, the lush oasis  of Eden 
was submerged beneath the waters of the Gulf as a sudden rise in sea level swallowed 
prehistoric settlements. Responding to Rohl's  new theorizing, a reinvigorated Zarins is now 
about to set off again for the Gulf, to investigate further.

"Before the so-called Flandrian Transgression," Zarins told The Report, referring to a 
worldwide rise in sea level between 5000 and 4000 BCE, "the land used to be completely 
dry all the way to the Strait of Hormuz, and as  in the Biblical description, the four rivers 
seemed to merge into one at what's  now the top of the Gulf. The Sumerians always 
insisted their ancestors had come out of the sea. To them, Eden was not a story; it was  the 
living tradition of their origins."

While Rohl disagrees  on the precise location, he readily accepts Zarins' ground-breaking 
arguments that Eden was more than just a poetic allegory for humanity's loss of 
innocence. The Genesis story, Zarins argued in a well-received 1987 article in the 
Smithsonian magazine, is a much-abridged account of the greatest revolution in human 
history: The transformation of humans from drifting hunter- gatherers  to settled, self-reliant 
farmers.

Between 6000 and 5000 BCE, Zarins believes, bands of foragers, displaced from their 
drowning Eden, moved up to Mesopotamia only to find themselves face to face with more 
technically astute agriculturists coming down from the north. The northerners  were the 
Ubaidians, the precursors of Sumerian civilization, and the clash between two lifestyles led 
to an upheaval in the nomads' customs and values.

Over time, the prehistoric cultural shakeup was word-of-mouthed into the story of the loss 
of an earthly idyll: by playing God, humans lost their right to natural bounty and 
condemned themselves, in the Bible's  words, to eating from the soil "by the sweat of [their] 
brow."

Prof. Juris Zarins, an American archaeologist, locates "Eden" a few hundred miles south at 
a prehistoric site now lying under water at the head of the Persian Gulf (photo: Juris 
Zarins) 

The first farmers tried to convert the hunters and gatherers into agriculturists, which 
caused a great existential crisis," Zarins theorizes. "Their confrontation was so powerful 
that it became an integral part of the earliest Sumerian stories, and from there it passed 
into the Hebrew Bible" as the story of hunter Abel's murder by farmer Cain. "But by then, 
the real events and players had long since vanished into the mists of history, and now the 
story had to explain why humanity had done away with a wonderful, simplistic lifestyle 
provided by God's produce or nature's bounty."

Rohl has no argument with Zarins' talk of an agricultural revolution; he even knows its 
leader. Adam did live (circa 7000 BCE), Rohl suggests, leaving the world of geographical 
and geological certainty and entering the realm of speculation. Pointing to numerous 
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ancient legends, Rohl notes that humanity's first known leader was called Adamu in 
Assyrian, Amuta in Babylonian, Adapa in Sumerian and Atum in Egyptian. His name in 
Hebrew means "red earth man," argues Rohl, not because he was fashioned from clay but 
after the red-ocher mountains near Lake Urmia, where Adam was chieftain of the first 
prehistoric farmers. Prehistoric graves, uncovered in the area, have yielded human 
skeletons coated in red ocher a "dead giveaway," says Rohl.

"Perhaps Adam was a priest or a shaman," Rohl suggests, "the interface between his  tribe 
and his  god. He was the great ancestor of leadership on earth." And Eve? Rohl sees her 
as a bride to Adam from another settled tribe. Perhaps she was the mother of the founding 
dynasty of civilization, which included patriarchs  known by such Genesis names as Cain, 
Enoch, Methuselah and Tubal-Cain.

"Genesis is pure history," Rohl enthuses. "It tells us about the hunter-farmer tensions, the 
Cain-Abel struggle" and now, he notes, DNA testing has shown that, around 10,000 to 
5,000 BCE, the first farmers were indeed active there, pioneering the domestication of wild 
wheat in the Miyandoab plain. 

This  spring, David Rohl is returning to his  fertile plain in northern Iran, not with a jeep and 
driver, but with TV crews from the BBC and the Discovery Channel. He also intends  to 
begin digging there. "I hope to find traces of Neolithic settlements that take us back to the 
era of Adam and Eve," he says. Then, in dry deference to his critics, he adds, "I know I'm 
not going to find the Tree of Knowledge."
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In closing, after these curses have been dealt with and broken, it is very 
important to restore BLESSINGS ... we want to encourage fathers to take this 

calling seriously, and to begin BLESSING their families according to the 
Commandment of the LORD that the priests bless with the following 

blessing ...

The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 
25 The LORD make his face shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The 

LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace.”



The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation1

"YHVH will kneel before you presenting 
gifts, and He will guard you with a hedge of 

protection, YHVH will illuminate the 
wholeness of His Being toward you, 

bringing order, and He will provide you with 
love, sustenance, and friendship, YHVH will 
lift up the wholeness of His Being and look 

upon you, and He will set in place all you 
need to be whole and complete."

*Transla(on*by*Jeff*A.*Benner,*for*more*informa(on,*please*see*h9p://
www.ancient?hebrew.org/12_blessing.html*

http://www.ancient-hebrew.org/12_blessing.html
http://www.ancient-hebrew.org/12_blessing.html
http://www.ancient-hebrew.org/12_blessing.html
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The Priestly Blessing1
 

`^r<ñm÷.v.yIw> hwhy ^k.÷rñ<b'y> 

May the LORD
2
 bless you

3
 and keep you

4
 

`&'Nñ<xuywI ^yl,ñae wyn"P' hwhy raey" 

May the LORD make His face
5
 shine

6
 upon you and be gracious

7
 to you 

`~Alv' ^l. ~fey"w> ^ylñ,ae wyn"P' hwhy aF'yI 

May the LORD lift up
8
 his face to you and give you peace

9
 

                                                 
1 
 This blessing is (ritually) recited (by the kohanim) during synagogue services during Nesiat Kapayim ("the Raising of the 

Hands"), though it is also recited over children on Friday night before the start of the Shabbat meal or as a bedtime blessing.
 

2
  The name YHVH (hwhy) represents God's attributes of love and mercy (~ymix]r:h; tD"mi), in contradistiction to the name Elohim 

(~yhil{a/), which represents God's attribute of justice and power as our Creator.  
3
  hk'r"B. (b'rachah).  Jewish tradition considers this both material and spiritual prosperity. Pirkei Avot 3:15 says, "If there is no 

flour, there is no Torah," by which is meant that material benefits are intended to help you pursue study of Torah. The first 

occurrence of the word "blessing" in the Scriptures pertains to pru urvu (Wbr>W WrP.), "be fruitful and multiply" (Gen. 1:22). 
4
  rm;v' (shamar): To guard, protect, heed, as in the exercise of diligent care. Only God has the power to secure the conferred 

blessing and keep it from turning sour or from fading away.  
5
 The word for "face" (~ynIP') is plural with the 3rd person singular ending. It is considered metaphorical since God is 

incorporeal. The plural form is thought by some to indicate God's revealed and hidden attributes in creation. 
6
 The hiphil verb (raey") comes from the word "light" (rAa), and is thought to refer to God's wisdom. "May God enlighten you" 

with His wisdom, i.e., the Divine Light that preceded the work of creation (Gen. 1:3). 
7
 May God grant you grace or favor (!xe), i.e., to understand the "breadth and length and height and depth" of God's love (Eph. 

3:18). Grace refers to the bestowal of an undeserved gift. The blessing is bestowed even though unearned or unmerited. 
8
 Since one's face is an indication of the heart's attitude, Rashi says that this means God will suppress His anger by "looking at 

you" (if God is angry at you, He "turns His face away" and refuses to admit your presence). The "lifting of face" also 

pictures God lifting you up as a father might lift up his child in joy. The "showing of face" indicates spiritual intimacy. 
9
 All of the other blessings are useless without the establishment of inner peace, and therefore it is the seal of the blessing. 

Shalom (~Alv') is not simply the absence of strife, but a balance and harmony between the finite and infinite, the temporal 

and the eternal, the material and the spiritual realms.  Shalom is a gift from Sar Shalom (~Alv' rf;), the Prince of Peace. 

may he bless you the LORDand may he guard you

May he shinethe LORDhis faceon youand show you favor 

may he lift upthe LORD his faceon youand establishfor you peace 


