THE HEBREW MIND TO LEGACY
The experiential abundance that God has promised His children

WHAT IS LEGACY?
Legacy is the blessing of leaving a pile of potential in the hands of your
children so that they can change it into the blessings of the firstborn – a
double portion.
To do this one needs vision, lateral thinking and the gift of fathership, also one
needs to see every opportunity that presents itself to the family.
This story by Simon Peres on the local TV station one night captures this
deeper insight:
Students’ considering the following question: When is night over and day
begun?
Answer 1: When you can distinguish between a lamb and a goat, night is
over and day has begun.
Answer 2: When you can distinguish between an olive tree and a fig tree,
then night is over and day has begun.
Rabbi’s answer: When you meet a black woman and a white woman and
say, my sister; when you meet a black man and a white man and say, my
brother, then the night is over and the day has begun.
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PREFACE
This is the first of a number of books put together to try and assist
Christians in their understanding of their Hebraic roots. In so doing
we hope to bridge the gap between the physical experience of the
Old Testamen t and the spiritual significance in the New Jerusalem
The journey toward my Hebriac roots began a few years ago when
I attended a Barmitzvah in a local synagogue. After the service
they told this story:
• Every young man at the age of 13 years goes through a
process ending in the declaration of his entering manhood.
• He is given a new name.
• His name is engraved on a wooden carving of a tree – the
tree of life.
• The rabbi sends a note to Jerusalem where his name is
entered into the Book of Life.
• He doesn’t need a visa if he goes to Israel, because his
name is recorded and he can stay there forever.
As they told this story I saw in it the New Testament truth of
accepting Jesus as your personal Saviour and of being accepted
into the Kingdom of God. What was being done in the natural at a
Barmitzvah had a spiritual parallel in the kingdom of God.
I
realized that if we observe the Jewish festivals and celebrations in
the natural we would uncover spiritual patterns and truths that
follow.
My thanks to a spiritual friend, Arthur Aaron, who started me
(Roland) down this path.
These notes are the first fruits of our study and already we have
realized that there is so much more to add.
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Our suggestions for using this book are as follows:
1. Study our thoughts and understand the heart with which it
was written.
2. Keep in mind the fact that we are looking for spiritual truths
that are manifested in the natural and are not suggesting
legalism.
3. Consider the strands and concepts that link the:
• Old and New Testament
• Jew and Christian
And consider what position you should take in relation to:
• The Jewish people
• Jerusalem
• The keeping of the feasts
Remember, you need to count the cost:
If I should forget you
O Jerusalem
Let my right hand lose its skill
If I do not remember you
Let my tongue cling to the roof
Of my mouth
If I do not exalt Jerusalem
Above my chief joy.
(Ps 137:5)
4. The principle of legacy is a multi dimensional relationship.
Firstly, we need a father, who is really a father in the
fullness of the word – someone who sees potential, draws it
out in due time and stands back to release a son into the
fullness of manhood. Secondly, we need a child who grows
up to honour his parents and who accepts his calling to
“become a builder of the family name”, the real meaning of
the word, son.

7

Prov 6:20 -23
My son, keep your father’s [God-given] commandment and forsake
not the law of [God] your mother [taught you]. Bind them
continually upon your heart and tie them about your neck. When
you go, they [the words of your parents’ God] shall lead you;
when you sleep, they shall keep you; and when you waken, they
shall talk with you. For the commandment is a lamp, and the
whole teaching [of the law] is light, and reproofs of discipline are
the way of life.
Prov 22:1
A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving
favour rather than silver and gold.
Yours in Christ
Roland & Amanda Buys
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THE BLESSING OF RETURNING TO GOD: IT WILL BE BETTER
THAN FOR YOUR FATHERS
Remember and Repent.
Deut 30:1 “And when all these things have come upon you, the blessings and
the curses which I have set before you, and you shall call them to mind
among all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you.”

Obey Commandments.
Deut 30:2 “2 And shall return to the Lord your God and obey His voice
according to all that I command you today, you and your children, with all your
[mind and] heart and with all your being,”

God Gathers.
Deut 30:3 “3 Then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have
compassion upon you and will gather you again from all the nations where
He has scattered you.”

Possess My land: Generational Blessing & Legacy
Deut 30:4 “4 Even if any of your dispersed are in the uttermost parts of the
heavens, from there the Lord your God will gather you and from there will He
bring you.”

Multiply more than fathers
Deut. 30:5 “5 And the Lord your God will bring you into the land which your
fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will do you good and
multiply you above your fathers.”

And Then Protect.
Verse 7: And the Lord your God will put all these curses upon your enemies
and on those who hate you, who persecute you.
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OLD TESTAMENT AND NEW TESTAMENT IN UNITY
I have in other booklets covered topics such as the difference between “Law”
and “Grace” and the understanding that a “reborn” person becomes an
Israelite.
I am just going to take this opportunity to clarify our position in Christ.

Old Testament
Obedience:
Rom. 6:17 “17 But thank God, though you were once slaves of sin, you
have become obedient with all your heart to the standard of teaching in
which you were instructed and to which you were committed.”

+

Sacrifice

Rom. 6:23 “23 For the wages which s in pays is death, “
GOD STAYS THE SAME: HE DOES NOT CHANGE CREATION
Rom. 6:23 “but the [bountiful] free gift of God is eternal life through (in
union with) Jesus Christ our Lord.”

NEW TESTAMENT
As we accept Jesus as Messiah we die to self, if we repent we are removed from
the consequence of our action.
Any unrepented sin means that self is still alive and therefor subject to the
consequence, i.e. the curse.
Rom. 6:18 “18 And having been set free from sin, you have become the servants
of righteousness (of conformity to the divine will in thought, purpose, and action).”
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There is much debate these days on what constitutes our position of victory in
Christ. For many, the evidence of victory is to be seen in the blessing,
provision and righteousness. Any reference or expectation that the victory is
also to be experienced in obedience to commandments and a life of faith
through tribulations is often rejected.
Walls of separation have been built up over the ages by man. God’s express
commandment was “go out” and yet we continue to build these walls more
often to include only those who thinks like us but definitely to exclude those
who don’t.
God says he is Creator of all:
Deut. 6:4 “4 Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord [the only Lord].”
Pagans
God’s purpose:
All can be saved.
BUT
Rabbi’s built walls.

Purpose reinstated, that all can be saved.
One new man, first the Jew then the gentiles.

The Church has
built walls – we call
it a denomination
and we deny our
Jewish Roots.
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THE ACTIONS OF THE FATHER
ARE SYMBOLS FOR THE CHILDREN
1. Fathers Speak Life:
God takes the words of the fathers and fashions them to a key to unlock
the redemptive purpose of the children.
An example of the blessing from the Father (God) after a SON declares his
commandment.
Jacob accepts his calling after he met with God face to face.
Action:
Gen 32:26 “26 Then He said, Let Me go, for day is breaking. But [Jacob]
said, I will not let You go unless You declare a blessing upon me.”
Result:
Gen. 32:28 “28 And He said, Your name shall be called no more Jacob
[supplanter], but Israel [contender with God]; for you have contended and
have power with God and with men and have prevailed.”
Is. 11: 1 – 2, 12 – 13 “1 AND THERE shall come forth a Shoot out of the
stock of Jesse [David’s father], and a Branch out of his roots shall grow and
bear fruit.
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him—the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of
the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord—
12 And He will raise up a signal for the nations and will assemble the outcasts
of Israel and will gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners
of the earth.
13 The envy and jealousy of Ephraim also shall depart, and they who vex and
harass Judah from outside or inside shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not envy
Judah, and Judah shall not vex and harass Ephraim.”

2. Fathers Obey God’s Commandment
God has placed us here on earth with a purpose, each one has unique talents
but all should be adding to the common goal of a renewed creation.
Prov 8:30-31 “Then I [Wisdom] was beside Him as a master and director of
the work; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing before Him always. Rejoicing in
His inhabited earth and delighting in the sons of men.”
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God (irrespective of our gifts/talents and destiny) commands us to work.
•
•
•

We have dominion (Gen 1:26-30; Col 1:16-17 ).
We work (John 5:17; Eccl 3:13)
Work is eternal (John 5:17-20)

Heaven is not a holiday camp – It’s a sin free work environment (Rev
22:1-2)!!
•
•
•

There is a reward for work (Eph 4:28)
God hates unemployment (Matt 20:1 -5)
God is in business (Luke 2:49)

Wealth may produce riches, but riches can’t produce wealth. Wealth comes
from obedience to the covenant.
Wealth is created by a generation of families.
Matt 13:12 “For whoever has [spiritual knowledge], to him will more be
given and he will be furnished richly so that he will have abundance; but from
him who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”
Riches are something you have; wealth is something you are: You are at
peace, healthy, content, have blessed children and a good marriage.
(1 Tim 6:6-10)

3. Fathers Model God’s Will
1) Become a leader – a father whose lifestyle reflects the following qualities
portrays God’s pattern:
Stand tall (You are not
swayed by the winds of
the world.)
Reflect Godly worship
Speak the truth, have a
value system, which
reflects Godliness

King

Know God’s authority

Priest

Know God’s Heart

Prophet

Know God’s will/
purpose/direction
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• Leadership does not work from the top down
Leadership works from the inside out and from the bottom upwards.

Ecology

Economy
Viable /
Sustainable

Prosperity

Inner circle:
Wife & family,
Church & cell

Equity

Community

How big is your inner circle?
To the extent that I impact all areas of God’s domain, I (as a leader) can
impact the world so that God’s Will and Purposes can come to pass applied
on the practical day to day living. Any thinking which suggests that we need
only concern ourselves with the “spiritual” is missing God’s purposes – God
wants to dwell in a redeemed earth.
Jacob says: “God will be for me a God.”
God responds:
Is. 11:1 -5 “1 AND THERE shall come forth a Shoot out of the stock of Jesse
[David’s father], and a Branch out of his roots shall grow and bear fruit.
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him—the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of
the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord—
3 And shall make Him of quick understanding, and His delight shall be in the
reverential and obedient fear of the Lord. And He shall not judge by the sight
of His eyes, neither decide by the hearing o f His ears;
4 But with righteousness and justice shall He judge the poor and decide with
fairness for the meek, the poor, and the downtrodden of the earth; and He
shall smite the earth and the oppressor with the rod of His mouth, and with the
breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.
5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of His waist and faithfulness the girdle
of His loins.”
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4. Fathers Model The Lifestyle Of A Renewed Soul
Deal with the hurts/pain of the past which have affected the way in which I
think, feel and decide to have my soul come in line with how God wants me
to be .
Ps 23:3 “3 He refreshes and restores my life (my self); He leads me in the
paths of righteousness [uprightness and right standing with Him—not for my
earning it, but] for His name’s sake.”
Our action is to develop a healthy soul management system
Create joy.
Acquire friends
(Eccl 4:11-12).
Healthy attitude
(Js. 1:2-3;
1 Pet 4:4 -5 ;
Matt 6:24).

Truth of the
Spirit –
Gal 5:22-23.

Leader (Eccl 10).
Value moral character
(Js 4:13-16;
Prov 3:5-6).

Balance (Eccl 713-20).
Keep promises (Eccl 5:1-7).
Be accountable (Prov 15:22)
Destiny (Eccl 7:1-8).

If this is not a lifestyle there is no legacy.
The only thing that walks back from the grave with the mourners and refuses
to be buried is character: What a man is survives him!!!
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5. Fathers Pass on His “Position” To His Son / Daughter
We are each given a “portion” of Land – something (gift / talent / ability) with
which we are expected to create / be creative.
We are expected to gain ground and to leave the land in a better state than
which we found it.
A father must set goals to achieve God’s purpose.

A

Determine a strategic plan
•
•
•

B

What “wealth” has God given me?
How can I multiply it?
How can I pass it on to Godly hands?
Develop a vision

•
•
•

How clean is the field?
How big is the area where the seeds are sown/
How big is the harvest/

If you think of leaving an inheritance, you miss the promise of legacy. Why?
Because you limit the harvest to the multiplication of your life. If you pass on
a legacy you have the generational growth during your life.
C

Sowing and Reaping

I must set in action a plan of identity bad character traits, repent of these and
implement change to a new lifestyle.

Bad character (past)

Harvest of weeds
and wheat

Good attributes

Field / harvest

I must work on good character points to improve these to the full potential – I
must ensure that the principle of multiplication is applied to create
exponential growth.
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Examples of this is:
a. Oil on Aaron’s head
onto clothes of four sons
4000 Levites
b. Abraham
Isaac (one son of promise from Sarah)
Jacob and Esau
(two sons from Rebecca)
12 sons of Jacob from Leah, Rachel, etc.
c. Jesus
12 disciples
70 elders
120 Holy Spirit
whole world.
The result will be the following:
1. A king with judgment shall uphold the land …
Prov. 29:4 “4 The king by justice establishes the land, but he who exacts
gifts and tribute ov erthrows it.”
2. …And he who shall take over the priestly duty from his father.
Lev. 16:32 “32 And the priest who shall be anointed and consecrated to
minister in the priest’s office in his father’s stead shall make atonement,
wearing the holy linen garments;”

Crown of King

Judah
Monarch

Crown of Priest

Levi
Priests

David

Lost the monarchy
To other tribes

Hasmodean retains the
priestly crown)

When they assume
the mantle of monarch
they die.

Job 36:7 He withdraws not His eyes from the righteous; but He sets them
forever with
Kings upon the throne, and they are exalted.
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However, in order to live out a life of victory as a father, one needs to be
established in the full ranking and authority of a king, prophet and
priest.

6. Father Model a Lifestyle of a Good Steward
1 Cor 4:1, 2
So then, let us be looked upon as ministering servants of Christ and stewards
of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is [essentially] required of stewards that
a man should be found faithful [proving himself worthy of trust].
Luke 12:42
And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful steward , the wise man whom his
master will set over those in his household service to supply them their
allowance of food at the appointed time?
Matt 24:46
Blessed is that servant whom, when his master comes, he will find so doing.
Ø Wife : Love your wife like Jesus loves His Bride.
Ø Children: Honour your father then your days will be long. Dishonour to
parents is dishonour to God (He was part of making you). If you sowed in
the field of dishonouring your parents, you know what you are harvesting.
Tear down and root out those generational curses and bad fruit and plant
seeds of righteousness.
Sow seeds of love,
goodness & charity

Baggage: hate & pride

Pour out the insecticide of
repentance and pour out the oil
of healing by restitution. Give
the heart of servanthood for
restoration.

Tear down separation.
Repel fear. Build
faithfulness. Develop
ownership. Invest in love
and trus t.

Ø Economy: Strive for excellence at your work.
Ø Community: Speak out; do something (church).
Ø Environment: Look after God’s creation.
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KING, PROPHET AND PRIEST
Just before Moses died he pronounced a final blessing over Israel. Before he
blessed each tribe individually he first issues a commandment to the entire
congregation of Jacob “that we should keep the torah (law) as a
legacy/heritage forever”.
Deut 33:4
When Moses commanded us a law, as a possession for the assembly of
Jacob.
The first thing to note is that it is a commandment to the congregation, i.e. to
all those who believe that God is the Father of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
This “all” include the direct descendants as well as those who are “born
again” by faith.
Secondly, we must keep the torah, i.e. we must trust and obey God’s Word
in its fullest sense.
Thirdly, when the congregation (whole body) keeps the torah (in unity) then
the result is a legacy/heritage.
What is a legacy/heritage? It is an inheritance that is passed onto the children
in a magnified manner, exponential growth, during the lifetime of the father.
God’s plan to implement this in the family is when the father fulfils his roles as
prophet, priest and king.
It is clear that God’s intention was that one figure would be worthy to fill all
three roles in unity and power. However, we find that this was not the case
with Moses. Why?
God’s intervention (life changing) in Moses’ life happened at the event called
the “burning bush”.
Moses called to kingship
He saw the burning bush and went closer until… “God said,
Do not come near; put your shoes off your feet, for the place
on which you stand is holy ground” (Ex 3:5).
We see that it’s holy ground (holo’m), which indicates kingship/monarchy.
God called Moses to lead the people. However, Moses declined the calling
to kingship .

19

Ex 3:11, 13; 4:1
And Moses said to God, Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt? … When I come to the Israelites and say to them, The
God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they say to me, What is His
name? What shall I say to them? … They will not believe me or listen to and
obey my voice; for they will say, The Lord has not appeared to you.
We know that Moses has been aware of God for a long time. The time of
loneliness in the desert must have lead to prayer and intercession.
It is clear that Moses knew who God was – he just didn’t see himself as the
one who should be God’s instrument as king. It is likely that his sense of
prayer and intercession and spiritual awareness had already been well
developed (he clearly flowed in these gifts easily later on) and so could easily
have thought that his calling was rather to be a priest.
Moses called to priesthood
Moses continued to debate with God.
area/calling of priesthood.

God moved to test Moses in the

Ex 4:2
And the Lord said to him, What is that in your hand? And he said, A rod.
We see God identify the “sign” of the priest as the staff: What is that (zeh) in
your hand?
In a process of two miracles, the rod turning into a snake
and back again and his hand turning leprous and back
again, God showed Moses that, as priest and intercessor,
the relationship would blossom and be sufficient to deal
with every situation.
However, Moses declined the priesthood.
Ex 4:10, 13
And Moses said to the Lord, O Lord, I am not eloquent or a man of words,
neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of
speech and have a heavy and awkward tongue… Oh, my Lord, I pray You,
send by the hand of [some other] whom You will send.
Moses as Prophet / Torah Scholar
God’s anger was raised against Moses (Ex 4:14). And so
Aaron, the Levite, was raised to High Priest and Moses was
only a Levite, but the one who became the prophet schola r.
This role was later confirmed when God called him to
“stand here by Me” and Moses lived out this calling until
he died.
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Deut 5:31-33
But you [Moses], stand here by Me, and I will tell you all the commandments
and the statutes and the precepts which you shall teach them, that they may
do them in the land which I give them to possess. Therefore you people shall
be watchful to do as the Lord your God has commanded you; you shall not
turn aside to the right hand or to the left. You shall walk in all the ways
which the Lord your God has commanded you , that you may live and that
it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land which you shall
possess.
Moses went on to become a great prophet/scholar, exponent of the Word of
God. However, his rejection of God’s role for him lead to a path in the Old
Testament where, instead of the three roles being unified, we find that the role
of prophet and priest are interrelated, but the role of priest is always mutually
exclusive of the role of kingship/monarchy.

Prophet/
Torah scholar

Priest

King
Monarchy

We will later discuss some of the results when those roles are taken on by the
wrong bloodline and the consequences that come from that.
SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY
We have just seen that God has a plan for the implementation of his will
through the function of a person in all levels of his being, functioning in
complete unity.
Paul speaks out, at the end of his letter to the Thessalonians, a blessing of a
functioning individual and an image of the Body of Christ.
1 Thes 5:23-24
And may the God of peace Himself sanctify you through and through
[separate you from profane things, make you pure and wholly consecrated to
God]; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved sound and
complete [and found] blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Faithful is He Who is calling you and utterly trustworthy, and He will also do it
[fulfill His call by hallowing and keeping you].
The most important facts are:
1.
Complete sanctification.
2.
Whole spirit, soul and body.
3.
Those who are faith ful ( trust and obey) will do it.
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Jesus repeats this principle in Matt 22:37:
And He replied to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.
Jesus is expanding on the greatest commandment to love God with all of your
heart, soul and mind. Although He uses the word “mind” He is not talking
about the mind in the sense of intellect, but in the sense of the body, i.e. a
physical being, which is actually moving to perform God’s will because the
mind has issued the instruction.
We can now illustrate this interaction/relationship as follows:
Spiritual calling
King
Physical evidence Spirit, Heart
of the outworking
of God’s purpose

Priest
Body

Prophet
Soul (mind, will
and emotions)

This principle is defined in 1 Cor 15:46:
1 Cor 15:46 But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical
and then the spiritual.
This implies that we have to do, carry out physically, God’s will and desire for
our lives before the results can be seen in the spiritual dimension.
How do we physically react to God’s Word, i.e. eyes, ears, nose and mouth?
If we take time to rearrange these in context to the “calling” and unity of my
being (body, soul and spirit) we get the following:
Spiritual calling
Physical units of
a being
Sense

King
Spirit

Priest
Body

Prophet
Soul

Mouth – to taste
the offering of the
king; speak.

Nose – to smell
(the scent of the
sacrifice)

Eyes – to see
and read;
Ears – to hear the
torah;
Thought – to
reason.

The process of reasoning is to pull a story through from the concept of unity of
the individual to the spiritual purpose and function of God. God’s reflection of
His unity/function is found in the earthly temple. The temple furniture is an
image of that found in the Heavenly Temple.
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Hebr 8:5 “5 [But these offer] service [merely] as a pattern and as a
foreshadowing of [what has its true existence and reality in] the heavenly
sanctuary. For when Moses was about to erect the tabernacle, he was warned
by God, saying, See to it that you make it all [exactly] according to the copy
(the model) which was shown to you on the mountain.”
We analyse the temple , highlighting the
following furniture:
1. Table of shewbread
Ex 37:11
He overlaid it with pure gold and made a molding of gold around its top.
This speaks of wealth, of plenty, of the abundance of provision, which is the
inheritance of a king.
2. The golden altar
When at rest, the altar stands with the poles out of the
rings – at a place of submission to God. Every
sacrifice made of prayer, petition and intercession
causes incense to rise up to God.
Ex 37:26
He overlaid it with pure gold, its top, its sides round about, and its horns; also
he made a rim around it of gold.
3. The ark and the menorah
The menorah points to the light of God: As its flame burns
forever so does God’s goodness. This speaks of a good “name”.
The ark represents a throne for God’s Presence. God’s Presence is
given to us through His torah (Word) and the Holy Spirit.
Ex 37:2
He overlaid it with pure gold within and without and made a molding or crown
of gold to go around the top of it.
These artefacts of the temple are the only ones that are
covered by gold . Gold represents the purity of God and is
a crown.
We have a heritage/legacy/inheritance of a crown: The
j crown of the prophet/torah scholar, the k crown of
the priesthood and the l crown of the kingship .
If we live a life of victory, purpose and destiny we will be known as a royal
priesthood, a separate people set apart.
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The following diagram shows this interaction:
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LEGACY
DEFINITION
The ability of a generation to ensure the continuity of Godly attributes by
placing the spiritual victory into the physical capability of the next generation.
Gratitude and confession (Hoda’oh) is the means to overcome the impossible.
These are also the qualities of the Messianic time.
Gratitude: For what Jesus did for us – the fullness of the Cross and the
resurrection, for the future peace, which we will have when He comes again.
Confession: For the failures and sin which necessitated the action by Jesus.
Understanding the difference between legacy and inheritance
Legacy is the process of empowering your children during your lifetime.
Inheritance is something which you own until you die before it is passed on. If
you think of leaving an inheritance , you miss the promise of legacy. Why?
Because you limit the harvest to the multiplication of your life only. If you
pass on a legacy you have the generational growth during your life.
Legacy will carry forward both negative and positive spiritual traits.
1.

Negative

Leah was “forward”. She “went out” to meet Jacob, i.e. she didn’t wait at
home. She didn’t do anything wrong, but the defect manifested itself in the
next generation in Dinah (Gen 34:1 ) who also “went out”. She crossed the
line of modesty and enticed the son of Chamor who violated her.
2.

Positive

Leah grew in stature from pain to gratitude. She placed this ability (spiritual)
into the next generation: Judah who knew how to confess (Judah got the
character and the name = double blessing!); David who knew how to
express gratitude from danger (Ps 107) and who knew how to confess
(Bethseba!).

Good
Look for opportunity
Sensitivity
Gratitude

LEGACY
Need to respond
Bad
Take risk
Sensitivity
Confession
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a) But we can go too far in looking for the opportunity; we can exceed our
real limitations.
b) If you haven’t dealt with the past (the “bad” legacy from your forefathers)
then you have an open door to the evil forces.
c) If you have dealt with the past, you need to build on the good in the same
way as Leah did so that you establish the spiritual in your life.
d) The sooner in your life you do this the better. If the spiritual high has been
established before the children are born then you can place it into the next
generation and create continuity.
We saw that the format for the creation of a successful legacy is the ability to
function in the unity and power of the prophet, priest and king, i.e. to wear all
three crowns.
King
Spirit

Priest
Body

Prophet
Soul

We will also see that satan will come to attack the individual in one or all of
these areas.
Satan also came to attack the nation of Israel and the Bride of Christ in a
similar manner. Take note of the attempts against Israel over the years.
Persia
Families, physical

Babylon
Empty of emotion

Body

Soul

Greece
Dark, intelligent,
humanism
Spirit

The final onslaught of Rome combined all three aspects.
GOD’S GLORY
Although Moses refused God’s order/calling as king, priest and settled for
prophet, the nation continued to look for these as separate callings/functions,
we know that Jesus came to bring back and restore the principle of unity.
We know that Jesus was prophet: He spoke God’s Word. We know that He
is the Great High Priest. We know that He is King, seated at the right hand
of the Father.

Heavenly
unity

REBELLION

God created the heavens and the realm of the angels, with the three
archangels Gabriel, Michael and Lucifer.
Break
in unity
Third of angels
in exile to earth
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Due to the rebellion a third of the angels were “exiled” to the earth.
God created the earth and all that is in it in the six days of creation. The
Garden of Eden and Adam and Eve were created by God to reinstate unity.

Heaven
UNITY

Serpent

Garden
of Eden

The serpent attacked, rebellion took place and the unity was broken.

Heavenly unity

Garden of Eden
Rebellion Adam &
Eve

Exile

Adam and Eve were exiled to work on the whole earth.
God’s process for the restoration of the unity this time was to work through a
man named Abraham, his descendants and their nation as a separate people
who accepted the covenant and the commandments.
Abraham began a process of restoration of this unity by:
1.
2.

Being “reborn”: By faith he accepts God as Creator of the Universe.
He obeyed God’s commandments.

Abraham, his faith, his obedience, God’s covenant and the next couple of
hundred years lead to a time at Mt. Sinai where God’s Presence is to be
reunited with a believing people. Abraham is the foundation of the faith.
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So, what was this foundation? God’s world of the heavenly is the place where
the trinity work in unity; Abraham’s world is where we have a reality of
multiplicity (many idols, disharmony, desires, etc.) where everything is tied to
earthly needs. The foundation of our faith is therefore to live a life of
holiness in this world so that we bring God’s oneness into the world.
Where is the evidence that Abraham did this? j He showed loving-kindness
(“chesed”) through being kind (Gen 18:2 -8), k by being ethical (Gen 18:2333), l by being faithful (Gen 22:1-19 ) and m by his desire to judge people
favourably – he grieves for the people of Sodom and gives them the benefit of
the doubt (Gen 45:8).

Tied to earthly
needs

BODY
SOUL

Tension
between the
spirit and the
body is resolved
through humility
and sacrifice

Unity with
God; inner
harmony;
God’s
perfection

SPIRIT

Sacrifices (plural) (home, work, etc.) and a broken heart/spirit (singular) mean
that you fulfill your purpose and life in unity with God.
Abraham was able to deal with the battlefield between:

The ideals/
truth of the
torah
The trial/test/
tribulation of
everyday life
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With the weapons of:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Ethical lifestyle
Spiritual prayer and torah study
Self-evaluation and reputation
Triumph over generational ties
Fasting

And become a righteous servant of God. This is the foundation of the Jewish
nation.

This is also the foundation of the Bride of Christ.
We will return to analyse the fruit of Abraham’s life, but now we need to
identify the pattern of satan’s attack against God’s people.
God’s
creative
work
God’s
agents

Heaven

Satan’s
attack

Lucifer & one
third rebel

Rebellion

Result

Broken unity
and exile

Broken unity
Exile
Death

Angels

Earth
Garden of
Eden
Adam & Eve

Mt. Sinai

Calvary

Jews

Body of
Christ /
The Bride
Amelek – due Discredits the
to an opening Bride
created by
theft and
adultery
Broken unity Division
Golden calf

We see that to deal with the spirit of Amelek either at an individual or at a
community/national level we need to manifes t a victory in the struggle over
the flesh – the base instincts of man.
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Inheritance
Father
GRAVE

Three sons

Leaves inheritance

Receives inheritance
Receives inheritance
Receives inheritance

Legacy

Principle: The cumulative worth of the 4 (father and 3 sons) will be greater
than the individual parts.
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ABRAHAM’S LEGACY
SPIRITUAL LEGACY
Abraham

Body
Soul
Spirit reborn (Heb. “righteous”)

We know that the Old Testament highlights how covenantal relationship s
began with Noah and progressively and exponentially grew until the
fulfilment by Jesus, which will be manifested in its totality in the 1000 years of
peace.
So, too, do we see this progressive, exponential growth in the physical
through the lives of the three patriarchs:
1.

2.
3.

Abraham: He starts by covering the land (and is therefore limited
to the boundary). He is also known as the man who appeared on
the Mountain of God.
Isaac: Grew to pray in the field (and carries the promise, “to your
seed I give these lands ”).
Jacob: He met God and called the place of meeting Bet (house
of) El (God). He went out to build a hom e, a nation, and gets the
promise to go out to the east, west, north and south .

SOUL – LEGACY OF GENERATIONAL BLESSINGS
1.
2.
3.

He sets a standard of being kind.
He set a standard to be ethical.
He sets a standard to be faithful to God.
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SOUL – GENERATION CURSE S / TIES
Abraham didn’t succeed in his calling in the following instances and
consequently left the door open for his children to fail in their
purpose/destiny.
•

Abraham exposed/dishonoured his righteous wife when he refused to
trust in God, presented Sarah as his sister and exposed her to the lust
of Pharaoh (Gen 12). Sarah’s purity and God’s faithfulness protected
her.

•

God called Abraham to leave his place of birth and go to a land that
God would give him. When the famine came he refused to trust God
and made a decision to leave the Holy Land and go to Egypt.

•

Abraham went down to Egypt two times. On the first occasion he
broke God’s commandment to “leave with his family”, i.e. to live a
separate life from the pagans, and decided to take an Egyptian
handmaiden, Hagar, with him (Gen 16).

PHYSICAL BODY – LEGACY / BLESSING
Abraham’s role was to be the foundation for his family, his nation and his land.
He had to “claim” the land physically before his people could claim the victory
spiritually. He accepted his calling “to go before”, to lead the way.
Gen 12:6 -9
Abram passed through the land … And the Canaanite was then in the land.
Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, I will give this land to your
posterity. So Abram built an altar there to the Lord, Who had appeared to
him. From there he pulled up and departed to the mountain … and there he
built an altar to the Lord and called upon the Name of the Lord. Abram
journeyed on …
Everywhere he went and where he lived a victorious life he created a
platform for the future.
The following example serves to illustrate the principle: after his first visit to
Egypt he knew he had to leave and take gifts. Why? This was prophetic of
the time when his people would leave Egypt many years later with 430 years
of back pay.
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SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES IN TAKING OUR CITIES FOR GOD
CREATION
Adam & Eve
Placed in the Garden of Eden
God’s presence
departed
GARDEN
OF EDEN
Due to sin Adam &
Eve were dispersed

Restoration by Abraham & Sarah
Abraham’s family was serving foreign gods. He was called out by God,
moved out in faith and obedience and was taken to what is known as Israel.
Abraham & Sarah’s purpose and destiny was to:
Live a righteous life
Abraham
• By walking in faithfulness (Gen 22:1-19).
• By visibly showing a “reborn” experience.
• By showing God’s “goodness” to the world (Gen 18:2 -8), e.g. (his tent
was open on all four sides to show hospitality) by being ethical (Gen
18:23-33).
Sarah
• Lived a life of restoration (of pursuing a goal to restore holiness to her
home) to “repair” what Eve had done.
Eve
Sarah
Curse of distance from God (Gen Life of serenity (Shabbat).
3:23, 24).
Curse of eating by sweat of work Tithe of food for visitors.
(Gen 4:2).
Curse of violence (Gen 4:8).
Purity of the mikveh.
She lived prophetically towards the
temple: Menorah, tabernacle loaves,
cloud by day and fire by night
(Num 9:15-23).
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BRING SPIRITUAL PURPOSE AND DESTINY TO THE LAND BY
PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION
Abraham’s small family (± 300) eventually defeated a multitude of tribes and
people. Principle: He went through the land and built four altars to God – i.e.
he claimed the land – Jerusalem, Bethal, Beersheva and Shechem (Shiloh).
He moved about the land from place to place to establish the boundary where
God’s Presence will be manifested; establish the purpose and destiny of each
city/town.
HAMAKOM – THE PLACE OF BLESSING
Dan

N

Sea of Galilee

Torah
Shechem /
Shiloh
Jericho

Tel Aviv

Jerusalem

Bethlehem

Gaza

Dead Sea

Gerar

Be’ersheva

Shelah

GULF OF AQUBA
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DO WE ACHIEVE GOD’S PURPOSE?
Principles
1 Cor 14:46 – not the spiritual first, but the physical and then the spiritual.
If we do not achieve the purpose in the natural the spiritual realm will remain
out of reach. This is spelled out in the temple of Moses.
Rebecca’s word – Esau & Jacob – power will sea-saw depending on which
one is worshiped until the Messiah comes.
JACOB

/

ESAU

A thing and its opposite: We are faced with the world, multiplicity, earthly
needs and disharmony. The only way through this is acting in the opposite
spirit: Unity with God, humility and sacrifice.
Ps 27:8 -9 “8 You have said, Seek My face [inquire for and requir e My
presence as your vital need]. My heart says to You, Your face (Your
presence), Lord, will I seek, inquire for, and require [of necessity and on the
authority of Your Word].
9 Hide not Your face from me; turn not Your servant away in anger, You Who
have been my help! Cast me not off, neither forsake me, O God of my
salvation!”
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Possible results
We achieve God’s purpose in the
natural.
We fail to achieve God’s purpose in
the natural.
We achieve in the natural but allow
the victory to be lost through sin.
We achieve God’s purpose in the
natural, but allow forms of
compromise to come in.

God’s Presence can dwell and move
outwards.
As God’s people we don’t have
victory in the natural and are open to
spiritual attacks.
We don’t have victory in the natural
and are open to spiritual attacks.
We postpone God’s purpose and
vision until later.

PURPOSES ACHIEVED BY THE SPIRITUAL FATHER ABRAHAM
City in the East
1. SHECHEM (known today as Nablus) – legacy - and SHILOH
Purpose
• The name means “portion”, i.e. it is where you
discern your place and role/destiny in the
world; it is where our abilities are revealed.
• The name also means “shoulder” – when
everyone knows his purpose then he can
join forces with his brother to build the
nation.
• It was Abraham’s first stop in Israel – he built
his altar there
(Gen 12:6 -7).
• It was Jacob’s first stop when he came back from Laban (Gen 33:18).
• It was the place where Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery, but his
bones were brought back after the reconciliation and Joseph was
buried there (in one of three places which were bought for such a
purpose).
• Shiloh, in the same district, was the temporary dwelling place of the
temple until it was moved to Jerusalem.
• The curses and blessings were read out close-by (Mt. Gerizim & Mt.
Ebal). Joshua gathered the tribes to choose (Jos 24:1 -28). Jesus
preached to the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:4-42).
2. JERICHO (city of date palms – Deut 34:3)
Purpose: Provision. This was the place where the Levites
would stay when they did not do temple duty to bring
provisions for the temple. Jericho, just like Jerusalem,
was a land owned by Benjamin.
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The date palms of Jericho planted the seeds of the Babylonian exile. This
sign of ownership by the pagans became a type of a “lock” to the ownership of
Israel. While the pagans ruled here, the rest of Israel was closed off to God’s
people.
Jos. 7:21 – Evidence that Babylon had claimed influence.
From the time of the Babylonian tower, man has tried to counter God’s
domination of this world.
Cause: Archan took a Babylonian cloak from the spoils.
Effect: This created the platform (foothold) and basis to attack the temple
(even if this only happens much later). Jericho was to be a place where all
nations would endorse th e Lord’s House in Jerusalem.
The key to unlock Israel’s security forever was utter destruction of this city. It
is in a sense the “tithe” for the rest of the land.
Events: Spring of Elisha (2 Kings 2:18-22).
Jesus healed the blind – Bartimaeus (Matt 20:29-34).
Zacchaeus climbed the tree (Luke 19:1 -10).
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37).
The afatssimon tree only grows in Jericho! It produces oil. Jericho got its
name from the scent of this tree.
Once an object has absorbed a particular quality, whether holy or profane, it
retains this capacity forever.
3. JERUSALEM
Purpose:
The name “Shalem” (perfect)
means peace – Abraham added the concept
“Jireh” (it’s how he knew God) which means
“the illumination to allow peace to be
experienced”.
•
•

•

God’s Presence returned when
Abraham wholeheartedly served Him.
As we pursue sacrifice (heartfelt
repentance) and the cleansing of
ourselves of imperfections (righteousness/holiness) we can renew our
relationship with God. When man does not merit this relationship the
city’s function is made void/nullified. The price paid by Jesus provided
a complete merit for those who pursue God to become the best they
can in His service and thereby give substance and purpose to the city.
God’s Presence will return fully when Jesus stands on the Mount of
Olives in Revelations (Zech 14:3 -9 ).
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4. GERIZM
Purpose: To declare to the world our faith in God (even
when He is not present in signs and miracles) and our
commitment to Godly leadership.
The tribes gathered, six on one mountain
(Gerizim) and six on the other (Mount Eival), on the
top of the mountain, while the priests were at the
bottom. This was opposite to Mt. Sinai where
Moses went up and the people stayed at the bottom.
The blessings and curses were repeated by all. In the
wilderness God was providing every day (no need for faith).
Here they must live off that which they work for, i.e. they had to make the
choice again, in faith. Everyone had to climb the mountain to receive this
Torah. Each member was responsible for the other’s adherence to the Torah.
Since all tribes answered to both the blessings and the curses it means that:
•
•
•

On either mountain you are blessed or cursed depending on your
choice.
We accept God’s purpose by faith.
We accept the direction given by Godly leaders.

CITIES ELSEWHERE
Beersheva
Purpose: The spiritual value/purpose of the place was to
change “dead” earth into “life-giving” water.
The
wells/springs of life.
•
•
•

Abraham stayed here and dug wells (Gen 21:22-34).
Isaac stayed here and dug wells (Gen 21:9 -20;
46:1-5).
Isaac was so good at digging the well that Jacob
merely had to remove the obstructions blocking the
way.

The well/place speaks of a place where we can visit so that our spirit is
recharged/recreated – the place reflects the purpose of “torah” and the Holy
Spirit.
Because this place achieved its spiritual purpose – Jacob could go out from
there refreshed to Egypt – live in an evil environment where spirituality would
be challenged and come out closer to the source of life.
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CITIES WHERE GOD’S PURPOSE IS NOT ACHIEVED
Gerar (near Gaza/immorality)
Purpose: Was destined to be a thoroughfare for the House of Jacob to return
from Egypt.
Abraham went there, introduced Sarah as his sister (deceit) and left after
making a covenant not to attack the king/family for three generations (Gen
20:1-5).
Isaac went there and did the same with Rebecca and he renewed the treaty
(Gen 26:1 -33).
They failed to secure the land in the physical/spiritual.
When the people left Egypt they couldn’t go through Pelishtim/Gaza because
it was too close – not in distance – but in time (the king’s grandson was still
alive – third generation).
Shiloh (city of awe)
Purpose: To take the inherited spiritual blessing/legacy of generational
strength to withstand evil.
•

Joseph was able to withstand all of the evil/sin which surrounded him
while he lived in Egypt and not let it affect/corrupt him.

•

This legacy/generational blessing is passed onto Ephraim – not only
was Joseph buried there, but this was Ephraim’s allotment of land.

•

With the promise of God of increase (1-4-4000) (12-70-120-3000)
Ephraim should have been a force to be reckoned with.

•

The Ark of the Covenant stayed there (Jos 18:1 ).

•

Allotment of land was done there (Jos 18:2 -10).

•

Hannah paid for her son, Samuel (1 Sam).

•

Ephraim chased after idols, the sin of Eli’s sons, etc. led to the
premature destruction of the place.

Dan (original name Layish – Jos 19:47)
Purpose: To be the gateway from the Northern border for holiness to go out
from.
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Abraham pursued the kings who had taken Lot until the city of Chovah (later
became Dan) near Damascus (Gen 14:15), but he turned back, i.e. he didn’t
take full control – the victory was incomplete. Abraham persevered, defeated
the enemy and rescued Lot.
The tribe of Dan was not happy with their allotment of land and attacked to
take this city – but it was the home of the worship of idols (Judges 18:29-31),
it was the sister city of Bethel where the two golden calves were worshipped
(1 Kings 12:26-33).
The premature end of the war was costly. We know that the actions of our
forefathers shape the future of the descendants. If Abraham had gained
victory the Israelites could have stood firm. Instead the stronghold of idolatry
corrupted this tribe and many of the rest of the tribes and weakened
Jerusalem. Damesek (Damascus) had 365 houses of idol worship – one for
each day of the year. Leap year everyone worshipped them all.
Dan also was the major source of the Yarden River. This divided the Holy
Land from the East. The full potential of Dan – holiness extended beyond any
river.
CITIES WHERE GOD’S PURPOSE IS COMPROMISED
Beis Lechem / Ephras / Bethlehem = dual character – Judah & Joseph
must join forces here
Purpose: To be the place of rulership where the king was to be a servant.
Rachel has two sons, Benjamin & Joseph. Joseph dreamed of kingship and
lived a life of s ervanthood.
Leah has six sons – the leader was Judah who was blessed by Jacob as
“king”, the one who can turn the hearts of the people to repentance and
restoration because he most of all understood that you can be of the family
(born again) and yet sin from time to time (he sold his brother, had a child by
Tamar, had a grandson David, who sinned and yet the best example of a
repentant heart).
Rachel was buried outside of this city, which carried the names of Judah &
Ephraim. While there was friction and disunity she wept for her children but
there was a promise of reconciliation.
Ezek 37:19 – stick of Joseph & stick of Judah = unity.
It was also the place where Ruth – a gentile – was united into the line of
Judah (Ruth 1:19-22 & 1 Sam 7:12).
David was anointed as king (1 Sam 17:15 & 2 Sam 23:14-16).
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Jaffa (Tel Aviv)
Purpose: To be the gateway to holiness – where the Presence of God can
be port of call for the travellers in this temporal world (sea).
Waves of this world can rise up, threaten, destroy, judge, but God/Jesus can
still the storm and the waves.
Jonah was given a divine calling and purpose and chose to run away from
God, his purpose and the people who he was meant to save.
This kind of compromise closes down the spiritual blessing that should flow.
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SARAH
Just as Abraham had a purpose/calling to lay the foundation/platform for the
spiritual growth of his people, so Sarah had a unique calling. Her role was to
live a life of victory to make restitution and restoration to restore where Eve
had failed. Her attribute is therefore sanctity – the willingness to draw near
to God.

Body

Soul

Spirit reborn

God is holy in His sanctity. The earth is defiled, evil, vulgar, immoral, etc.
There is a gap between God and the earth. We choose to purs ue one of
these, we either pursue God’s holiness or we choose the earth’s “reality”.
This is the choice we need to make:
God – Sanctity – Holy

pursued

GAP

Reality to be
rejected

Earth

Defiled, evil,
vulgar, immoral,
etc.
How do we close this gap between God and earth? I.e. how do we draw near
to God? By activity: By accepting Christ as Messiah by faith, obeying God’s
commandments, studying the Torah/ Word and reaching out to others by
being receptive , submitting to God’s will where He reaches back to you.
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SARAH – SPIRITUAL LEGACY.
We find evidence that Sarah reached out to sanctification: Through a process
of repentance and righteous living she reached backwards to cover Eve’s sin
as she reached up to God personally.
Eve
Sarah
Ruins the world’s serenity – creates God spoke and healed her
distance from God – Gen 3:23-24
barrenness – illumination –
Gen 21:12
Ruins the world’s sustenance – we
She gave a tithe of their food to
have to eat by sweat of work –
visitors
Gen 4:2
Ruined the world’s purity through The glory of God (purity) protected
violence – Gen 4:8
her twice
SARAH – SOUL – LEGACY
She lived a life that reflected her state of mind and physical purity and so her
Godly attributes and characteristics left a positive Godly legacy.
God’s intervention in Sarah’s Illumination (God heals) à projects
life
forward prophetically
Prophetic word and healing
Menorah in the temple

Sustenance

Manna in the desert

Glory – protected by God twice

Tabernacle
Cloud of Glory by day and fire by night –
Num 9:15-23
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SARAH – SOUL – GENERATIONAL CURSES/TIES
Sarah was silent
Abraham and Sarah have heard God’s declaration of a divine calling to
produce a righteous seed – to have descendants.
Gen 13:15-17
For all the land which you see I will give to you and to your posterity forever.
And I will make your descendants like the dust of the earth, so that if a man
could count the dust of the earth, then could your descendants also be
counted. Arise; walk through the land, the length of it and the breadth of it, for
I will give it to you.
However, we see that as time went on it was only Abraham who prayed.
Gen 15:1 -3
…Fear not, Abram, I am your Shield, your abundant compensation, and your
reward shall be exceedingly great. And Abram said, Lord God, what can You
give me, since I am going on childless and he who shall be the owner and heir
of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram continued, Look, You
have given me no child; and [a servant] born in my house is my heir.
Sarah was silent. There was no evidence that she prayed.
SARAH – PHYSICAL / BODY – GENERATIONAL CURSE
God had made the covenantal promise, but Sarah took matters into her own
hands and offered Hagar to Abraham, she acted when she should’ve
waited for God’s Time, i.e. she move outside of the boundary of God’s Holy
Time.
Gen 16:2
And Sarai said to Abram, See here, the Lord has restrained me from bearing
children. I am asking you to have intercourse with my maid; it may be that I
can obtain children by her. And Abram listened to and heeded what Sarai
said.
Abraham brought Hagar into the family circle against the express
commandment of God. And now Sarah attempts to pre empt God’s purpose
and offered Hagar to Abraham.
1. The birth of Ishmael.
2. Hagar belittles and scorns the woman of God.
3. She was unjustly treated, but she had an encounter with God and is given
a promise.
4. She returns to hear of the son of promise, Isaac (Gen 17:15-19).
5. She degrades Sarah in Ishmael’s eyes so that he “scoffs” at Isaac.
6. Result: She cancelled the effect of a righteous woman.
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Because of her actions she imprints in Ishmael’s mind and that of his
descendants that he is the firstborn and therefore is entitled to the right of the
double portion. This had lead to the fight about religion that we have today.
Pictorially we can illustrate it as follows:
Other sons – Ketuvah – Land of the East
[Abraham’s second wife.]
Ishmael à Muslim – Allah, One God

Abraham (a Jew by faith)
Circumcision
Mitzvah

Fight is about religion,
not race, they both
have the same father.
Jacob à God
Hashem, One God

Isaac (born a Jew)
Sarah’s son.

Esau out of whom came
the Gentiles en therefore
the Christian pagan/idol
worship and many gods.

Fight is about religion
and race.

Sarah wrongfully oppressed Hagar
Hagar takes a position of strength when she sees that Abraham leaves/separates
from her son and when she sees that Sarah remains barren – Hagar openly
despised Sarah.
Sarah was rightfully unhappy. Abraham did not come to her aid (to support her)
and in the process oppressed her as well.
Sarah then wrongfully oppressed Hagar. She takes matters into her own hands.
Gen 16:6 But Abram said to Sarai, See here, your maid is in your hands and
power; do as you please with her. And when Sarai dealt severely with her,
humbling and afflicting her, she [Hagar] fled from her.
Consequences:
1. The Jews suffer at the hands of Ishmael (to this day).
2. Although Sarah was pure and Abimelech was prevented from joining in
marriage with her, the story is spread that Isaac was not the son of
Abraham (after all, how many years had passed and everyone knew that
Abraham had presented her as his sister).
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ISAAC – THE SON OF PROMISE
Isaac’s attribute/characteristic that comes out is his strength of spirit. This
form of purity and sensitivity to the voice of God impacted on his descendants
and created the basis of a Godly legacy.
What is more, he married Rebecca, a woman who lived in harmony with the
family and fulfilled the role of the pivot between Abraham and Sarah, Isaac
and Jacob and Rachel and Leah.
When Rebecca came toward Isaac she saw j a man in prayer, k a man
who fears God and l a man who lives a holy life (Gen 24:63-65).
The question is how did he get there? An analysis of the story of the sacrifice
of the son p rovides the answer.
Gen 31:42
And if the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Dread
and Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, surely you would have
sent me away now empty-handed. God has seen my affliction
and humiliation and the labor of my hands and rebuked you last
night.
As Isaac lay on the altar, God revealed Himself – Isaac saw
himself living in heaven – he knew where he would be going if he had died.
After the ram was sacrificed in his place he relished the place and calling on
his life. He lived on earth as if he was in Heaven.
As Isaac was good enough to be an unblemished offer and since he lived a
life of goodness with a renewed heavenly focused mind, he was strong
enough to be holy and pure at all times.
This gift of spiritual strength was his legacy to future generations to withstand
temptation and suffering.
One example of Isaac’s strength of spirituality is that he was able to live out
God’s commandment to stay in the land, which God gave him. He remained
in Israel his whole life. Abraham went to Egypt when the famine struck.
Jacob also went to Egypt when the famine struck.
Another example of this spiritual strength relates to his purity in his marital
relations. He remained true to his wife. Abraham took the maidservant,
Hagar. Jacob took two maidservants.
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ISAAC – LEGACY AND GENERATIONAL LIES
Isaac left a legacy and an indication of the path , which his people would
follow.

Spirit

Soul

Body

ISAAC – SOUL – LEGACY
Intercession and prayer: The Bible records that Isaac spoke very few words
to men, but It records that people could see the Glory of God’s Presence on
his face.
ISAAC – SOUL – GENERATIONAL TIES
Isaac follows in his father’s footsteps in dishonouring his wife. He stood
before the same family and failed to trust God for the protection of his wife.
ISAAC – LEGACY – PHYSICAL / BODY
Isaac dug wells. Wells are firstly a sign of physical wellbeing – the basis of life.
But these wells also
represented the spiritual well-being of his people.
Wells give life – streams of living water. Isaac spent
time with God, understanding a living torah (word)
and prophetically laid the platform for his people to
come back to God for refreshing life in the Word of
God.
The wells also spoke prophetically as to his people’s future relationship with
God through the temple (Gen 26:30).
The first well was named “Esek”, which means “quarrel” à the first temple
was destroyed.
The second well was named “Setnah”, which means “enmity” à the second
temple was destroyed.
The third well was named “Rechovos”, which means “wide spaces” à this
spoke of the future temple, which will be fruitful and filled with God’s Glory.
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REBECCA
Rebecca was the first person from outside the family. Strangely God has put
someone in this place who lived out a life in harmony with all people. She
became the pivot on which the family stood.

Abraham
Sarah
Isaac

Jacob
Rachel
Leah
Rebecca

God spoke directly to her: “And Hashem said to her…” (Gen 25:23).
She had the gift, the ability to face conflict in a special way.
1. She put a veil over her face when she saw Isaac praying (Gen
24:64).
2. She spoke to Jacob only when she was worried about her son
marrying a girl from the local tribes (Gen 27:46).
3. She planned and helped Jacob move into the right place to receive
the blessing for the divine calling (Gen 28:1 -4). Isaac loved Esau
but knew that he had blessed the right son.
Rebecca’s harmony
Abraham gave food to Kindness
three men (Gen 18:28)
Isaac saw the end time Fear of God
revelation through the
generations
Sarah’s holiness

Holy

Jacob
grew
into Truth
goodness even though
he lived in a corrupt
world
Rachel was sensitive
Sensitivity
Leah went from sorrow Gratitude
to joy

Rebecca drew water for
strangers
She fell on her face
before Isaac because
she knew he was close
to God
Took over fully when
Sarah died (Gen 24:67)
She was blessed as a
wife of truth (Gen 24:27)

Rebecca showed acts of
kindness to the camels
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RACHEL – EMOTION (“ REGESH”)
Rachel had compassion – she saw the need in other people and was
moved to act. The meeting of Jac ob and Rachel highlights an interesting
emotion.
(A) Jacob
He wept, because he
knew what his destiny
was! It was to bring
forth the 12 tribes.

(B) Rachel
She was happy (Gen
29:11), but she turned
to tears (Jer 31:15).

(C) Leah
She showed no emotion
(Gen 29:23). She was
not happy; there might
have been tears. She
was scared of her
destiny! Why? As first
born she was promised
to Esau. If Jacob
divorced her, she
could’ve expected Esau
to take her as his bride.

Rachel knew that her father was a scoundrel but she couldn’t let her sister be
humiliated as an unintended bride. She was moved to reveal the passwords
in order to save her sister from the fate of being bride to Esau.
However, the fear of not meeting her destiny (tribes) causes her barrenness
(Gen 30:1 -2)!!
However she is the cause of some of her own tears when she exchanged her
turn of intimacy with Jacob for fragrances and thereby loses the opportunity to
bear Issachar – the one responsible for Torah study (Gen 30:15-18; Deut
33:18). Also, she stole idols and died according to Jacob’s promise (Gen
31:32).
Promise of reconciliation
Rachel was buried outside this town, away from the others.
Jer 31:15 says, she wept bitterly, but because of her compassion / emotion
God makes a promise.
In Jer. 31:16-23 where God says to her, stop crying, your children shall come
back and Ephraim will be reconciled to Judah. NB: The promise of a New
Covenant in Jer. verses 31-34 will be for filled when this prophetic word is
realized.
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Rachel teaches us that responsiveness distinguishes good from bad.
Responsiveness

Bad responsiveness
Good responsiveness
• If you are untouched by sin then • You face habits and risk being
you are dead morally and
exposed to the core.
spiritually.
• You follow instinct when truth
strikes by:
• Self-deception rules.
- Intellectual analysis and torah
• You even think that you are
righteous.
study.
- Passion.
- Involvement.
Don’t stand at the Wailing Wall as habit.
sustain your emotion.

Stay only long enough to

RACHEL – SOUL – GENERATIONAL TIES
Rachel started off with these good qualities of helping her sister get married to
her husband so that she was free of the bondage to marry Esau. While she
had this compassion/goodness towards others she harboured traits that
brought consequence in her life.
She:
1. didn’t tell the truth,
2. lied to her father,
3. hid the sin.
4. stole the family idols, and
5. kept the idols in her heart.
Gen 31:34-37
Now Rachel had taken the images (gods) and put them in the camel’s saddle
and sat on them. Laban searched and felt through all the tent, but did not find
them. And said to her father, Do not be displeased, my lord, that I cannot rise
up before you, for the period of women is upon me and I am unwell. And he
searched, but did not find the gods. Then Jacob became angry and
reproached and argued with Laban. And Jacob said to Laban, What is my
fault? What is my sin, that you so hotly pursued me? Although you have
searched and felt through all my household possessions, what have you
found of all your household goods? Put it here before my brethren and yours,
that they may judge and decide between us.”
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She had two sons, Benjamin and Joseph. Joseph had two sons, Ephraim and
Manasseh. Ephraim went on to form the kingdom called Israel, of which
Hosea says: (Hos 4:1 -2; 11:12) (a) Ephraim surrounds me with lies and the
house of Israel with deceit. (b) There is swearing, deception, murder,
stealing and adultery. (c) There is no faithfulness or kindness or knowledge
of God in the land.
We see the consequence of this generational curse in the life of Acham.
We have progressed from one person’s sin to a family who does the same
and now the nation is included on the sin .
Joshua judged Acham who stole; but the entire family was stoned and
covered in a memorial in the Valley of Achor.
As we deal with the same deeds in our life, the valley of Achor is a door of
hope for deliverance.
Hos. 2:15 “There I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor
to be for her a door of hope and expectation. And she shall sing there and
respond as in the days of her youth and as at the time when she came up out
of the land of Egypt.
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LEAH
Leah was destined for, but rejected Esau, who was financially better off and
had strong human qualities and power. With Jacob she had to play second
fiddle to Rachel, give up worldly goods and had to accept her position with
love, i.e. even though she was not loved she held nothing against Jacob.
When Leah chose Jacob, she also chose God/ spiritual things and was
rewarded with her womb that opened up. Rachel envied her sister because
of this.
Gen 30:1
When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she envied her sister…
Leah suffered
Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah. It means that he loved Leah (and she
felt it), but God saw the difference and called it hatred (Gen 29:30).
Leah matures from:
Anguish
To
Gratitude
To
Acceptance
To
Gratefulness for God’s judgment

Reuben = hope.
Simeon = God had heard.
Levi = that Jacob would love her now.
Judah = praise.
Gad = good something.
Asher = fortune.
Issachar = feeling of reward.
Zebulun = abide with me.

Dinah = acceptance of God’s
judgment.

There is an understanding that Leah was a prophetess.
She seems to have had an understanding that each woman would have three
children. As soon as Judah was born, she seems to have said, “I have had
more than my share, thus I have to give thanks” (“Hoda’oh” / gratitude). Yet
Judah has to confess, therefore this word has two meanings.
Leah reflects:
Gratitude and confession follow the same pattern: Gratitude means that I
react with thanks when the unexpected happens. Confession means that I
accept the unexpected (a message that people are unhappy with me and
respond).
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The principle of physical and spiritual reality is clearly reflected in the two
lives:
Rachel
Leah
Spiritual mother
Physical mother
Through self-sacrifice enabled the Through hope and gratitude actually
destiny of the 12 tribes
established the destiny of the 12
tribes
Facilitated destiny
Mothered destiny
Wept for the children she never had
Longed for Jacob’s love she never
had
Through her sensitivity she brought Through her gratitude she will bring
the Jewish nation into existence
them to the Messiah
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JACOB
Jacob was given the attribute/element of Truth in the body of our
understanding of kindness.
Micah 7:20
You will show Your faithfulness and perform the sure promise to Jacob and
loving-kindness and mercy to Abraham, as You have sworn to our fathers
from the days of old.
The covenant was made to the fathers of old.
Ps 105:9
The covenant, which He made with Abraham, and His sworn promise to
Isaac, …
Luke 1:72
To make true and show the mercy and compassion and kindness [promised]
to our forefathers and to remember and carry out His holy covenant and
confirm that Jesus is the loving-kindness that would come. Many people see
Jacob as a deceiver and it seems easy to blame Jacob, but in reality Esau
made his own choice.
1. He chose to sell his birthright.
Gen 25:34
Then Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils, and he ate and drank and
rose up and went his way. Thus Esau scorned his birthright as beneath his
notice.
2. He chose to hunt game instead of studying the torah (Word of God).
Gen 25:27
When the boys grew up, Esau was a cunning and skilled hunter, a man of the
outdoors; but Jacob was a plain and quiet man, dwelling in tents.
3. He chose to marry with pagans.
Gen 26:34-35
Now Esau was 40 years old when he took as wife Judith the daughter of Beeri
the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. And they made life
bitter and a grief of mind and spirit for Isaac and Rebecca.
Esau was not God’s choice as promise and his lifestyle choice was
justification for God’s choice.
Gen 25: 23 The Lord said to her, two nations are in your womb, and the
separation of two peoples has begun in your body; the one people shall be
stronger than the other, and the elder shall serve the younger.
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If Isaac has blessed Esau, he would’ve derailed God’s plans. But Rebecca’s
plan, although it appeared underhand, it was in line with the prophetic
word given and was to ensure that God’s purpose was fulfilled.
Jacob was seen as a liar, a deceitful person, etc. How do we make the
transition to someone who is truthful? If we can’t establish this value/attribute
in Jacob, then the covenant is under siege .
We find an interesting progression in the life of Jacob. Although Isaac lived a
holy life and walked close to God, we see that he loved the food (fleshly) his
son brought.
Gen 25:28
And Isaac loved Esau, because he ate of Esau’s game…
God had prophetically declare Jacob as the son of promise but Esau satisfied
his father’s fleshly desires, and so Isaac moved into the world of flesh/sin.
The blessing of promise
Dew of heaven
Fatness of the earth
Plenty of grain and wine
Nations and brethren would bow
down
God’s blessing and protection

Speaks prophetically of
Manna, Jerusalem, Torah, Israel,
growth of Nation, exile, first fruit and
of the return of the exile to the land of
Israel.

It is interesting that Esau’s blessing was a promise to be part of Israel (if he
repents and accepts God) and the provision of God’s Word (if he wants to
listen).
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HOW DOES AN INFINITE GOD (HASHEM) MANIFEST HIMSELF
IN TRUTH IN OUR PHYSICAL WORLD?
1. Spirit (being reborn)
We need to get the light of God into the light of man.

World

Divine light /
Glory

Our world is a shell with God’s light from within. This light comes through
“coarsely” / indirectly in the masks that we wear. If the light within can pierce
through deception we will be free from corruption.
The birthright is a spiritual responsibility – a warrant to make the world
just and holy – not to flee, but to stay and raise the level of pureness.
Jacob seems to have fallen short of truth – it seems so, but it was not.
God entrusted a mission to transform the world (to act in a way that would
establish moral order) to Abraham in a blessing and birthright. It was passed
onto Isaac, who wanted to pass on the birthright based on a plate of food
(Gen 27:1-4). Esau was corrupt to the core. He was only interested in the
flesh, had no real interest in God’s mission, wanted to hunt and was never in
the tent to study the torah. He had already chosen only foreign wives before
the blessing (Gen 26:34-35). Jacob did not seek his brother’s defeat, but he
wanted to become the instrument of divine purpose to live in a corrupted
world, truthfully.
Did Jacob steal the birthright? The complication of j prophecy given to a
mother, k the fact that Rebecca did not tell Jacob, l Jacob’s desire to for fill
his destiny m Isaac’s holiness turned away by the flesh, etc. shows divine
intervention.
In the trials and tribulation of real of life I can choose one of two paths:
1.1

1.2

I can choose to avoid the conflict and issues, i.e. I can withdraw
from relationships and live alone. In this process I avoid the tests of
life.
I can choose to walk through society, mix with the work/social life,
live among the corrupted, but without becoming corrupted.
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Only those who live truthfully in a corrupted world need to be blessed. Isaac
saw Jacob to be someone who would avoid conflict and therefore he did not
want to bless him.
Esau
Stayed corrupt
Satiate himself personally
Rationalize away h is faults

Jacob
Advanced destiny
Discerned truth
Took his responsibility

2. Renewing the Mind
This involves moving my purpose and destiny from the mind of God to the
mind of man – renewing the mind.

God’s full Glory
*

Suffering / evil

G–D
Pale reflection
of God’s glory

Our
world

* We need to pierce the layer of suffering evil to penetrate God’s Glory to
reveal the level of evil. In this process we develop self-knowledge.
Jacob seems to have fallen short of truth – it seems so but it was not true .
Jacob seems to have drawn all manner of suffering and he seemed
disillusioned.
Gen 43:14(b)
I am bereaved from my youth.
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Jacob’s suffering
• Laban’s abuse (Gen 29:13-28;
30:25 – 31:16)
• Esau hurt him (Gen 27:41 – 28:5)
• Rachel’s early death
(Gen 35:18-19)
• Dinah’s exploitation (Gen 34:1-31;
34:2)
• Joseph’s disappearance
(Gen 37:13-36)
• Simeon’s imprisonment
(Gen 42:1-39; 42:16)
• Benjamin as security
(Gen 42:15)

Trial
Corruption
Exile
Loneliness
Intermarriage

Family conflict
And
separation

Jacob understood his divine purpose to father the Jewish nation, i.e. 12 tribes,
and for its survival he knew that he had to withstand enemy trials so that they
had a basis/platform for victory.
Jacob pierced through suffering in order to live a life that ended in God’s
perfect will. Jacob learned that the Jewish people would overcome until the
end, i.e. the knowledge that suffering has a purpose.
Tranquillity is the end result of having our desires met. As a desire is met, so
we achieve a need in the temporal world. However, the reality of this process
is, the more you get the more you want, and so you move into performance.
True peace coming from trust, means that I must learn to break the pattern of
desire. I must move to a position where I am indifferent to it.
There are internal desire s and external desires – only through suffering will I
know if I have died to the desires. Paul says, “deal with the flesh, the old
man”.
3. Restoration of the Soul
Spirituality is the path of holiness that leads to a relationship with God.
World

The illusion
that this
(nature and
society) is the
fullness of
reality.

God

In reality that
which is on
earth, i.e.
faith, temple,
etc. is a mirror
image of God.
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We have to pierce through this illusion to understand by faith and trust in
G-d’s power alone.
Jacob seems to have fallen short, but not so. He seemed to compete with
Laban by manipulating nature by the placement of sticks. The question is,
did the sticks help Jacob with his wages? The answer is no, the sticks
helped all the sheep mate and bring forth lambs.
Jacob knew that Laban was corrupt. Laban changed the contract from plain,
spotted and streaks 10 times (Gen 31:7 -13). But we know that whenever
Laban changed the plan, G-d changed to meet the new requirement.
Jacob placed his trust in God to provide a livelihood which would make growth
in spirituality possible (Gen 31:11-13).
The basis of relationship is:
3.1

Faith

That G-d is there; that His Presence is manifest. “I believe.”
3.2

Trust

It is the position where I understand that God gives me unique, specific
individual attention. In this place I know that my needs (pure, i.e. health,
purpose, etc.) will be provided for because we have a relationship. Also, the
relationship will lead to peacefulness through release from financial burdens,
confusion and dishonesty because I don’t have to try.
When we fail to trust we will experience tribulations. As we strive to trust
more effortlessly we will succeed.
JACOB – LEGACY / GENERATIONAL TIES
We have seen how Isaac’s action of digging wells was a prophetic action in
the physical to empower the spiritual manifestation in the heavenlies over the
nation/land of Israel.
Equally the fact that the fathers of the nation were not able to address
internal family conflict is reflected in the lifestyle of the family and
subsequently also in the destruction of the temple.
Abraham’s life speaks prophetically of the first temple: He had two sons,
Israel and Ishmael. The mockery (Gen 21:9) between them lead to idolatry,
adultery and murder. This lead to the destruction of the first temple.
Isaac’s life speaks prophetically of the second temple. He had two sons,
Jacob and Esau. There was hatred and warfare between them. The
second temple was destroyed.
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Jacob’s life speaks prophetically of the third temple. He produced the 12
tribes and as the tribes are once again united, they will cause the Glory of
God to come down again.
The principle of the One New Man as preached by Paul calls for this to
happen.
JACOB – LEGACY OF WEALTH
Jacob went away from Israel to work for his uncle Laban in Egypt, where he
spent 20 years. He left to get away from Esau but also to honour his father
by marrying one of his family.
He returned home with four wives, 11 sons, one daughter and great
wealth/assets (sheep).
Jacob went to Egypt for a second time due to the famine. He was basically
destitute. This time he stayed for 430 years (he died there, but was buried in
Israel by Joseph). But, his sons returned to Israel with 600 000 men and 430
years of back pay in gold and silver.

JACOB
Physical body
Soul
Spirit

JACOB – SPIRIT – GENERATIONAL TIES
Jacob completed his life on earth having established the next element of the
growth of the covenant, i.e. the creation of the nation. His personal
breakthrough was when he met with God and in the “wrestling” into heaven –
he saw the promise. However, his choices and the resulting events plot the
course for the nation until Jesus the Messiah comes.
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Jacob fled to stay with Laban, who
was an Amarean.
Jacob bowed to Esau. He was a
Jew, a son of the promise in the land
of the promise and yet he bowed to
one who was in the world (pagan).

The first exile of the Jews was to
Babylon, the Amareans.
The second exile was to Persia.
Haman was a descendant of Esau.
This was recorded in the book of
Esther. The only one who did not
bow was Mordecai, a son of
Benjamin, the one son who was not
yet born when Jacob bowed to Esau.
Dinah the daughter of Jacob who was The third exile was done by the
defiled (Gen 34).
Greeks:
They nullified religion,
cancelled the torah, dominated
money,
entered
the
temple,
desecrated the temple, profane the
holy, ruled and oppressed the Jews.
Prophetically this looks to the future and has been partly fulfilled, however
God used a remnant to bring about change.
1.
2.
3.

The number of Jews who left Egypt = 600 000 men.
The number of Jews who established Israel in 1948 (5708) = 600
000 men.
The number of Jews when the soldiers took control of the City
Jerusalem in 1967 (5727) = 604 000 men.

JACOB – HIGH PLACE OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Jacob wrestled with God. He saw G-d face to face (Gen 32:31).
We see the same principle in the New Testament in 1 Tim 6:12: Fight the
good fight…
Not only did he wrestle, but he held on (prevailed) (Gen 32:26-27). We see
the same in the New Testament in Matt 14:36 : … begged Him to let them
merely touch the fringe of His garment; and as many as touched it were
perfectly restored.
In addition he was quick to repent, my name is Jacob (sup planter) (Gen
32:26-27).
James 4:2
You are jealous and covet and your desires go unfulfilled; you become
murderers. You burn with envy and anger and are not able to obtain [the
gratification, the contentment, and the happiness that you seek], so you fight
and war. You do not have, because you do not ask.
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Matt 7:7
Keep on asking and it will be given you; keep on seeking and you will find;
keep on knocking and [the door] will be opened to you.
What was the result?
God blessed him: His name was changed to Israel (Gen 32:29-30). The
New Tes tament says, Do I have a new name? Am I a separate, set apart,
precious people?
In another example of how closely his life pattern is reflected in this nation
is:
Just before Egypt
Jacob, head to the tribes
ê
12 sons which make the backbone of
the nation
ê
One of the brothers, Joseph, was sold
ê
Famine
ê
Egypt
ê
Slavery

Just before the coming of Christ
Nation of Jews
ê

Jew make alliance with Rome
ê
Famine
ê
Exile over the World
Slavery

JACOB – BODY & SOUL – LEGACY
1.

Jacob’s legacy for the Nation of Israel got determined when he
came to the well to he meet with Rachel for the first time.

Gen 29:2 -11
As he looked, he was a well in the field; and behold, there were three flocks
of sheep lying by it, for out of that well the flocks were watered. The stone
on the well’s mouth was a big one. And when all the flocks were
gathered there, [the shepherds] would roll the stone from the well’s
mouth, water the sheep and replace the stone on the well’s mouth. And
Jacob said to them, My brothers, where are you from? And they said, We are
from Haran. [Jacob] said to them, Do you know Laban the grandson of
Nahor? And they said, We know him. He said to them, Is it well with him?
And they said, He is doing well; and behold, here comes his daughter Rachel
with [his] sheep! He said, The sun is still high; it is a long time yet before the
flocks need be gathered. [Why not] water the sheep and return them to their
pasture? But they said, We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together;
then [the shepherds] roll the stone from the well’s mouth and we water the
sheep. While he was still talking with the, Rachel cam with her father’s sheep,
for she shepherded them.
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When Jacob saw Rachel daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother, and
the sheep of Laban his uncle, Jacob went near and rolled the stone from the
well’s mouth and watered the flock of his uncle Laban. Then Jacob kissed
Rachel and he wept aloud.
Physical Manifestation
Jacob came to the well.

Spiritual Manifestation
The well of living water; the torah /
temple (1 Kings 8:65)
Three flocks of sheep.
Three main feasts – living water
(Is 40:3).
The other shepherds between them Calling / destiny
could not roll the stone away.
Jacob rolled the stone away after he Christ rose from the dead after he
had seen Rachel.
had seen the Bride of Christ.
Jacob wept.
Holy Spirit feel
Jacob succeeded, thus so did his The assembly of God is empowered
children.
to rule and reign
Is 2:3
And many people shall come and say, Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us His ways
and that we may walk in His paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law and
instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
2.

Jacob conquers Shechem and leaves a legacy of Unity.

Although the enemy came to bring division and disunity through the
incidents j with Dinah, k where Joseph was sold and l where the house of
David was split, Jacob’s prophetic action spoke of unity and was able to
master the force of disunity.
How?
He was able to divide Joseph’s tribe into two, Ephraim and Manasseh, but
declared their common unity and purpose.
JACOB – BODY & SOUL – GENERATIONAL TIES / CURSES
Jacob unfortunately sets a pattern in place, which is repeated through out the
history of the Jewish people.
Jacob is on his way back from Laban, into the Promised Land when he meets
God. He walks with a mark to remind him and show others of his Godly
encounter. He is a man of prayer and salvation through warfare.
But, Jacob does not rely on his salvation and his meeting with God. He does
not trust or wait for God to provide the answer.
Instead he made plans and every effort to defend himself in the natural. He is
on his way back and knows that he will meet with Esau.
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He divides the family and possessions into two:
½
Jacob à

Esau
½

Why did he do this? When you wage warfare on this basis you want to
ensure that at least a part of your people/possessions escape unscathed.
This pattern of compromise warfare has the result that you end up as slave.
Example 1:
Sons of Jacob sold Joseph to Egypt
A famine came
Jacob went to Egypt

Son of Jacob (Israel) went to Rome
for inclusion into the empire
Famine
Destruction of Jerusalem

Jacob’s words to Esau:
1.
2.

Gen 33:12 – Let us get started on our journey …, i.e. as equals.
(These were Esau’s words to Jacob.)
Gen 33:14 – Let my lord, I pray you, pass over before his servant
…, i.e. as a slave .

This is precisely what happens to the Jewish people: They first lived as
equals (with the pagans), but they later lived as slaves (of the pagans).
There is another principle worth considering: Jacob is a Jew in his own land,
he therefore should have stood his ground. If you want to survive you must
use all of your force on the enemy.
½

Jacob

100%

½

Ultimate victory
means you must
use all your force

Esau

Split force means that
you will survive / selfpreservation

Jacob chose survival, as a result the Body of Christ will continue to will
continue to fight and survive until Jesus returns.
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Example No. 2
Another example worth looking at is the incident where Dinah was defiled at
Shechem (Gen 34:13).
Jacob
Jacob’s plans were to
rescue, i.e. to survive.

Men of shechem

Simeon & Levi
Simeon and Levi’s plan and course of action was to go for ultimate victory;
they go in to kill the enemy.
While this choice of defence resulted in compromise in the descendants, we
see that God will turn anything and any situation to good.
Just as Jacob divided his family in two, we see God divide the family of Jacob
into two:
Is 8:14
And He shall be a sanctuary [a sacred and indestructible asylum to those who
reverently fear and trust in Him]; but He shall be a Stone of stumbling and a
Rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Judah
Witness to Written Word

Ephraim / Israel
Witness to Holy Spirit

God chooses to protect both groups:
Jer 33:24-26
Have you not noticed that these people [the Jews] are saying, The Lord has
cast off the two families [Israel and Judah] which He chose? Thus My people
have despised [themselves in relation to God as His covenant people], so that
they are no more a nation in their [own] sight. Thus says the Lord: If My
covenant with day and night does not stand, and if I have not appointed
the ordinances of the heavens and the earth, then will I also cast away the
descendants of Jacob and David My servant and will not choose one of his
offspring to be ruler over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
For I will cause their captivity to be reversed, and I will have mercy,
kindness, and steadfast lov e on and for them.
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Obad 1:15-18
For the day of the Lord is near upon all the nations. As you have done, it shall
be done to you; your dealings will return upon your own head. For as you
have drunk upon the mountain of My holiness [desecrating it in the wild
revelry of the destroyers], so shall all the nations drink continually [in turn, of
My wrath]; yes, they shall drink, talk foolishly, and swallow down [the full
measure of punishment] and they shall be [destroyed] as though they had not
been. But on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance [for those who escape],
and it shall be holy; and the house of Jacob shall possess its [own former]
possessions. The house of Jacob shall be a fire and the house of Joseph
a flame, but the house of Esau shall be stubble; they shall kindle and burn
them and consume them, and there shall be no survivor of the house of Esau,
for the Lord has spoken it.
God reminds us of the same protection in Revelation.
THE LEGACY / GENERATIONAL TIES OF JACOB ARE PASSED ON
Jacob had 12 sons. However, he included Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and
Manasseh, into the family blessing.
Jacob chose Judah as Monarch and Ephraim as the one who will bring forth
the double portion blessing.
Of the two Judah proved to be the most successful in leaving a legacy for his
descendants.
Judah
Twelve sons were born to Jacob. Ten built up resentment against Joseph
(Benjamin was yet to be born). Judah was clearly the “leader of the pack”

Judah

Simeon and Levi wanted to kill
Joseph (just like the Schemites).

Judah had a choice: He could go for ultimate victory, by defending Joseph, or
he could compromise and take the lesser of the two evils.
Judah chose the same pattern as Jacob and called for Joseph to be put in the
well.
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Joseph was a type of Jesus. By selling Joseph to the Egyptian (a type of
Esau ) they nullified the right of protection and the blessing that would be the
legacy of Joseph.
They opened the gate/door for the dominance by Esau (Kingdom of darkness)
which would come in the form of Rome.
Jacob’s blessing over Judah follows this tribe until the day that Jesus came.
Jacob’s blessing:
Gen 49:10 “The scepter or leadership shall not depart from Judah, nor the
ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes to Whom it belongs, and
to Him shall be the obedience of the people.”
The scepter shall not pass!

Judah called to be King
Solomon à

Line of Judah until David’s son, Solomon

Rebellion

Jeroboam took what
was not his to have.
He was of the line of
Ephraim.

Dominance by Greeks
Priests (Hasmoneans),
righteous men of God, line
up and overcome the
Greeks
However, they take on the role of kingship
which is not theirs to have and they fail to
fulfill the role of priest which is their job.

Result: All four sons die.
If they had stayed in their calling and level of authority they would have been safe.
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EPHRAIM – Generational Curse of Idolatry
Jacob’s blessing over Ephraim and Manasseh:
Gen 48:15-16, 19-20
Then [Jacob] blessed Joseph and said, God [Himself], before Whom my
fathers Abraham and Isaac lived and walked habitually, God [Himself], Who
has [been my Shepherd and has led and] fed me from the time I came into
being until this day, the Redeemer Who has redeemed me continually from
every evil, bless the lads! And let my name be perpetuated in them [may they
be worthy of having their names coupled with mine], and the names of my
fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them become a multitude in the midst of
the earth.
But his father refused and said, I know, my son, I know. He also shall become
a people and shall be great; but his younger brother shall be greater than he,
and his offspring shall become a multitude of nations. And he blessed them
that day, saying, By you shall Israel bless [one another] saying, May God
make you like Ephraim and like Manasseh. And he set Ephraim before
Manasseh.
The fruit of idolatry in the generation line of Ephraim starts in the days of
Moses and Aaron.
The people left Egypt and came to Mount Sinai. Moses went up the mountain
with Joshua to get the Ten Com mandments. They returned to see one
golden calf.
Ex 32:17-20
And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to
Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. But Moses said, It is not the
sound of shouting for victory, neither is it the sound of the cry of the defeated,
but the sound of singing that I hear. And as soon as he came near to the
camp he saw the calf and the dancing. And Moses’ anger blazed hot and he
cast the tables out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain.
And he took the calf they had made and burned it in the fire, and ground it to
powder and scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it.
What had the people done? God created the son, moon, stars and all of
creation. They made the error of thinking that the worship of these objects
was God’s wish.
Ps 106:19-21
They made a calf in Horeb and worshiped a molten image. Thus they
exchanged Him Who was their Glory for the image of an ox that eats
grass [they traded their Honour for the image of a calf]! They forgot God their
Saviour, Who had done such great things in Egypt.
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One of Ephraim’s descendants, Jeroboam rebels against Solomon’s son
takes a calling which is not his to have , ( part of the house of Ephraim) and
splits the kingdom.
Later the idolatry of the tribe of Dan is described in Judges 17-18.
There are two significant results:
1.
2.

We have two golden calves.
We have a Levite priest of the house of Judah, the son of Gershon,
the son of Moses, who became the high priest of the idolatry.

Judges 18:3
When they went by the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the
young Levite, and they turned aside there and said to him, Who brought you
here? And what do you do in this place? And what have you here?
They recognized the voice and asked, what are you doing here?
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CONCLUSION
Taking the Spiritual lessons of legacy – generational blessing and
transforming these into a practical lifestyle
The Goal of every adult parent must be:
To ensure that exceptional / good / holy action / habits / lifestyle of the father
are realized in order that we can determine the future legacy of our children.
In earlier chapters we saw that we must decide to do the following:
- We must speak word of life to unlock the potential
- We must live a life of obedience to God’s Commandments
- We must model God’s will
- We must model a lifestyle of good stewardship
- We must model a lifestyle reflecting a renewed soul
- We must pass on a “position” for the children to step into.
This looks like an enormous job – and it is:
So how do we condense this into a few values / principles so that we can
focus on achieving the goal?
I have defined 3 value / principles on which I try to focus. They are:
•
•
•

Faith
Freedom
Family / Friends

Although I work in the secular business world I regard my job as a means to
an end. I give 100% effort for the time contracted in exchange for the
remuneration package.
But I live out my purpose within another dimension, namely that:
- of the body of Christ and that
- of a family man
The value system applies equally to both the work as well as my real purpose.
The outworking of the value system within the secular work environment acts
as a yardstick or plumb line and becomes the means by which I can impact
those people with whom I come in contact with.
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The out pouring of the value system within the Body of Christ and the family
forms the foundation of my purpose.
When God’s people (the house of Israel and Jacob plus the multitude of other
believers) reached Mt Sinai as a free people they were asked to become a
kingdom / nation of priests in a set apart people.
For many decades people have set out to separate themselves from others –
by physical signs, unique clothing, by cultic habits.
In reality we were called to be Set Apart by our lifestyle. To make this
lifestyle practical for myself, I defined some life goals in a value system.

1. Faith
Practical faith has a number of elements or foundational pillars. I have chosen
these few to give me a basis to work from.
a) There is only one God.
Deut 6:4 “4 Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord [the only Lord].”
b) My purpose is to recreate heaven on earth. I must work / act interface in
such a manner so as to change my environment, community etc. towards the
image set out by God.
c) I am passing through – my final place is the World to come / Heaven. I
don’t have a right to accumulate for myself. I have a job to do – to be God’s
steward of what He gives me.

2. Freedom
The acceptance of Jeshua as Messiah is not a means to move to heaven but
an understanding that I have been given freedom. Freedom from bondage, sin
and slavery but also a calling and purpose to:
- stand up against slavery
- stand up against racism / sexism.
- stand up against any form of abuse, where someone is oppressed.
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3. Family
The principles which define how I will live this out practically is:
1) A father covers all.
A father understands that people will always try to define themselves through
art, sport, work etc. Not all attempts will be successful and so a father must
cover these disappointments and hurts.
2) A father mentors.
A father will certainly look to see if he can identify what talents and gifts are in
each child and then go through the process to lead that person into their
gifting / purpose.
3) A father leaves a legacy.
A father spend his life dealing with the mistake / faults of the family and seeks
to build on the strong points or gifts so that the next generation will experience
a greater anointing / blessing.

Combination of these values to form a lifestyle.
FAITH

FREEDOM

FAMILY

The glue that holds it together

A renewed mind which strives to
maintain a balance between
personal / individual destiny
and that of the community within
which we live.
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Conclusion
We have seen how Isaac’s action of digging wells was a prophetic action in
the physical to empower the spiritual manifestation in the heavenlies over the
nation / land of Israel.
Equally the fact that the fathers of the nation were not able to address internal
family conflict is reflected in the:
• Lifestyle of the family and subsequently
• In the destruction of the temple.
Abraham has two sons; one is the son of the promise. However Abraham’s
disobedience and the sin of mockery and the dishonouring of his brother by
Ishmael leads to the opening of the family to a generational curse of idolatry,
murder and adultery.
From generation to generation the family go deeper into a lifestyle in
contradiction and opposition to God at a point in time this sin reaches such
proportions that God judges the nation resulting in the destruction of the of the
temple and exile for the people.
Abraham’s life speaks prophetically of the first temple

Israel

Ishmael
Gen 21:9
Mockery leads to:
•

Idolatry

•

Adultery

•

Murder
Destruction / Exile

Isaac has two sons; Jacob is the son of promise in terms of the prophetic
word given to Rebecca. However Isaac continued favouritism of Esau even
when he had rebelled against the foundation principle of the faith that leads to
hatred and warfare.
This baseless hatred grows within the nation until God comes to judge the
situation resulting in the destruction of the 2 nd temple and exile and
dominance by the other nation o f the world.
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Isaac’s life speaks prophetically of the second temple

Jacob

Esau
Hatred
Warfare
Destruction / Exile

Finally we see that Jacobs life speak prophetically of the 3 rd temple. Jacob
has 12 sons from which 12 tribes arise – when Levi became an exclusive
priesthood, the sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh come in to take up
this space – the Torah / Bible records that Dan is excluded in the book of
Revelations.
We find the temple described with its 12 gates.
Rev 21:21 “21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each separate gate
being built of one solid pearl. And the main street (the broadway) of the city
was of gold as pure and translucent as glass.”
We find the names of the tribe inscribed
Rev 7: 5 – 8 “5 Twelve thousand were sealed (marked) out of the tribe of
Judah, 12,000 of the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 of the tribe of Gad,
6 Twelve thousand of the tribe of Asher, 12,000 of the tribe of Naphtali,
12,000 of the tribe of Manasseh,
7 Twelve thousand of the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 of the tribe of Levi, 12,000
of the tribe of Issachar,
8 Twelve thousand of the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 of the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 of the tribe of Benjamin.”
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We find the promise of a restored Israel (the lost 10 tribes)
Ezek 36: 11 “11 And I will multiply upon you man and beast, and they shall
increase and be fruitful. And I will cause you to be inhabited according to your
former estate and I will do better for you than at your beginnings; and you
shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler,
Who calls forth loyalty and obedient service].”
Jacob’s life speaks prophetically of the third temple
12 tribes
As the tribes are re -united they bring the glory of God down.
Our prayer is that you will find understanding and wisdom to make a
commitment to obey God, to deal with the past, to renew your soul, to plant a
harvest of generational blessing and to establish your children in the fullness
of the blessing of abundance planned by God.
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